DECEMBER 2011

Jndivided Attention

ritizing and Focusing on the Things Thak Really Matter

,UOi de Neut? Adventfist Education Jug | 10 'flng[vﬂ



ﬁmﬁd@DECE%E 7

FEATURES

COVER STORY:
Undivided Attention

5 An Occult Invasion

6 Christmas, a Season of Opportunities

The Latest on
Atlantic Union
College

& Atlantic Union College
Among Award Winners
at SAC Awards Banquet

iStockphoto

IN THIS [SSUE...

The author of this months cover story reminds us of our need to prioritize
and focus on the things that really matter in life. Our regular features
include, Adventist Education and Youth Connections. The cover photo is an
image [rom iStockphoto.

2 ‘?A Atlantic Union GLEANER, December 2011

MISSION STATEMENT

To faithfully chronicle the work and progress of
the church in the Atlantic Union territory and
inform, instruct, and inspire our church members.

DEPARTMENTS

Editorial

Adventist Education

Youth Connections

Quoi de Neuf? 19
:Qué Esta Pasando? 20

NEWS

Bermuda

Atlantic Union

Greater New York 10
New York 12
Northeastern 14
Northern New England 16
Southern New England 18

INFORMATION

Bulletin Board 21
Obituaries 21
Classifieds 22

DEADLINES

February 2012 December 9
March 2012 January 13
April 2012 February 10

The GLEANER deadline schedule is available
online at www.atlantic-union.org/gleaner4.html.

Adventist® and Seventh-day Adventist® are registered trademarks of the
General Conlference of Seventh-day Adventists.®

December 2011, Vol. 110, No. 12. The Atlantic Union GLEANER is
published monthly by the Atlantic Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists,® 400 Main Street, South Lancaster, MA 01561. Printed
by Review and Herald® Publishing Association, 55 West Oak Ridge
Drive, Hagerstown, MD 21740. Standard postage paid at Hagerstown,
MD 21740. Annual subscription price, $9.00. NEW OR RENEWAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Mail new or renewal subscriptions to Atlantic Union
GLEANER, P.O. Box 1189, South Lancaster, MA 01561.

Visit the Atlantic Union Web site



N the Midst

was sitting at my desk on the afternoon of
I August 23 when my chair began to shake

in such a way that I wondered who had
entered the room without my knowledge
and was shaking my chair. I turned to see,
but no one was there. Then [ noticed that
the computer monitor was shaking, and the
water in the bottle on my desk was moving
back and forth like waves in the ocean. It
was an earthquake. Not just a slight tremor,
but a noticeable quake. I have experienced
tremors in New England in past years, but
not one as noticeable as this.

Two other recent weather-related events of
note are the June 1 tornado, which spawned
six other tornadoes that impacted the
Connecticut River Valley in Massachusetts
and parts of southern Maine. Three lives
were lost, many were injured, and many
others were left homeless. Hurricane Irene,
a large and powerful Atlantic hurricane,
caused extensive flooding and wind damage
along its path through the Caribbean, the
United States East Coast, and as far north as
Atlantic Canada. When the hurricane passed
through New England on August 28, no one
could have predicted the damage it would
cause, particularly in the state of Vermont.

The economic crisis continues to plague
the nation and the world. It is a daily roller
coaster ride. One day the economy is up,
the next day it's down. Homes above water,
homes under water. Homes in foreclosure.
People out of work. There seems to be no
end in sight.

On the morning of August 4, as I arrived
in the office, I received a phone call saying
that my mom was rushed to the hospital.
Within hours of that call a chain of events
occurred, including updates, more phone
calls, prayers, and the doctor’s assessment
that she had 24 hours to live. About 18
hours after the first call, in the early hours

at www.atlantic-union.org

of Change

of the morning on August 5, she was gone.
My 91-year-old mother closed her eyes in
sleep for the last time on this earth.
Whether it happens slowly or quickly,
we are living in the midst of change. And
whether we like it or not, change is coming.
Some change will have a positive impact on
us, some change will not. What matters is

how we decide to react to change.

With all that is happening around us in
nature, with the economy, and to our physi-
cal systems, I am more sure now than ever
before that T don't want to “store up trea-
sures here on earth, where moths eat them
and rust destroys them, and where thieves
break in and steal” T prefer to store treasures
in heaven, “where moths and rust cannot

W hether we like

it or not, change

destroy, and thieves do not break in and IS coming. .
steal.” Where my treasure is, there the desires -
of my heart are. (Matthew 6:19-21, NLT)
Adventist Christians are supposed to
be people of hope, even in the midst of
change. We are privileged to have a win-
dow of opportunity and are commissioned
to share that hope with others. Now is the

best time to step out of our comfort zone,

What matters is

how we decide to
rise above our difficulties, and share the
greatest gift with someone—]Jesus Christ,
the One who never changes.

So, be bold and share Jesus’ promise in
John 14:1-3 with those around you who
may be discouraged: “Let not your heart be
troubled. . . . I go to prepare a place for you.
And if T go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you to Myself;

react to change.

that where I am, there you may be also.”
Stay tuned. The only thing that does not
change is change itself.

Ednor A. P. Davison is the editor of the
Atlantic Union GLEANER and assistant to the
president for communication in the Atlantic
Union Conference.
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} By Rich DuBose
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Priori:cizing ani:l Focljsing on the Things That Really Matter

hen was the last time you gave anything your undivided attention?
WToday that’s a pretty tall order with smartphones, nagging e-mails,
work, family issues, and more. Giving anyone or anything your undi-
vided attention means that something important may get neglected. Then what?
I'm finding that multi-tasking works fine for some things, but not every-
thing. When I'm handling my online banking, I better be careful. When I'm
talking with someone, I need to give them my undivided attention. If I don't,

that ln Ormatlon then I'm essentially telling them that our conversation, and possibly friend-
y ) p y

ship, is of little importance.

I've discovered

If God is who I say He is, then He deserves my undivided attention. This
means turning off the iPhone during my daily devotions and resisting the temp-
and kHOWledge tation to see what my Facebook friends are up to during the sermon time in
church. Of course I can use technology as a means to connect with God (i.e.
i my Kindle e-reader Bible, or my iPhone devotional apps). But if I'm not careful,
Wlthout focus hundreds of distractions lie just a few finger taps away. Giving God my undi-
vided attention means designating times when I solely focus on listening to Him
speak. It means allowing His words to slowly seep into my consciousness so
leads to that my heart is transformed aljd renewed. - o
Yes, I have a lot of things to juggle, and twenty-first century living is a lot
more complicated than my grandparents could ever have imagined. But if I let
. it, the Information Age will completely consume me. And I've discovered that
lgnonlnce and information and knowledge without focus leads to ignorance and insanity. So,

I'm on a quest to prioritize and focus on what really matters. Care to join me? (

Rich DuBose, director of Church Support Services for the Pacific Union
Conference, is a writer and Christian resource provider. Answers ©
2011 AnswersForMe.org. Reprinted with permission.

insanity.

/
,@A Atlantic Union GLEANER, December 2011 Visit the Atlantic Union Web site



An Occult Invasion

hen God created planet earth,

Satan was confined to one tree
in the garden. Today, because sin
entered the world, his presence is
more prevalent and invasive than
ever before, as manifested in the
universality of the occult. It takes
the vigilance of leadership in the
home, school, and even the church
to expose and exclude Satan. And
yes, there are even protestant
denominations and schools of theol-
ogy that have involvement with the
occult. They call it “reimagining
scripture.” In the United States
some of these religions include
Wicca, Neo-paganism, Satanism,
and Occultism.

In the Northern New England
Conference we have a media
policy to support our teach-
ers in upholding our beliefs in
God and to expose the truth about
Satan. The North American Division
provides a curriculum that teaches
truth. Exclusion of the occult is one
of the many reasons we sacrifice to
establish and maintain Seventh-day
Adventist Christian education.

The occult is woven through the
media today in books, magazines,
movies, television, the Internet,
video games, and more. It is subtle,
as Satan has always been, and often
begins under the guise of fantasy
and romance. It traps and leads

youth deeper into darkness, vio-
lence, and evil. In my study about
the Harry Potter series alone, I listed
almost 30 different types of the
occult, including witchery, wizardry,
ancient runic alphabet, necromancy,
astrology, gods and goddesses, vam-
pires, alchemists, spells, sorcery, and
more. Many of the main characters
and places were named after famous
ancient occultists.

The occult is defined as matters
involving the influence of supernatu-
ral or supernormal powers; and sta-

In the last days of earth’s
history spiritualism will
counterfeit the power of God.

tistics show that it sometimes leads
to violence and criminal behavior.
Occult behavior includes listening
to music that has death or suicide in
its lyrics, possession of such para-
phernalia as skulls, black candles,
satanic bibles, Ouija boards, tarot
cards, and satanic symbols, and an
obsession with wearing black cloth-
ing. The occult has become a multi-
million dollar business. Immediately
after new occult books and films are
released, the occult business booms
and occult activity increases.

By Trudy Wright

The world is becoming desen-
sitized to the occult. In the last
days of earth’s history, spiritual-
ism will counterfeit the power of
God (2 Thessalonians 2:9-17). We
know that any involvement with the
occult is detestable to God. How
many times did King Saul visit the
witch? Only once, and his story tells
the results.

There are many scriptures about
the occult in the Bible. One such
Scripture is Deuteronomy 18:10-12:
“There shall not be found among you

any one that maketh his son or
his daughter pass through the
fire, or that useth divination,
or an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or a witch, or a charm-
er, or a consulter of familiar spir-
its, or a wizard or a necromancer.
For all that do these things are an
abomination unto the Lord.”

Even though there is an occult
invasion, God is our leader. Be care-
ful whom you follow and where you
lead! Lead your family into truth.
Choose a Seventh-day Adventist
school to help you lead your children
into truth. Fight the invasion. 0

Trudy Wright is

the Northern New
England Conference
superintendent of schools.

,—'\ Atlantic Union Conference — Office of Education
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Christmas, a Season of
Opportunities

How did December 25 become a Christian celebra-
tion? The most respected of several theories
states that December 25 was the birthday of the
invincible sun, the day when pagans honored the sun
god, Mitras. History relates that from mid-December
till early January, non-Christians in Rome held festivi-
ties, which included drunkenness and other corrupted
practices. During the fourth century, Christians in
Rome decided to directly challenge the pagan god and
the practices associated with his birthday. They pro-
claimed the same day as the day of Jesus’ birthday,
stating that Jesus is the true Sun of Justice that
brings light to a dark world. As the pagans got drurk,
the Christians, who were in
the minority, observed the
day with reverence.

The pagan celebra-
tions were introduced
in the United States as
the European immigrants
began to settle here. The
Puritans did not celebrate
it, but others did, by hunt-
ing, dancing, and getting drunk. Violence was recorded in
some of the early Christmas celebrations in the United
States. The first Police Corps of New York City was orga-
nized after a violent Christmas riot. As these things
happened, some people worked hard to make Christmas
a family-oriented season, with beautiful activities. They
accomplished some of their objectives, but through the
years Christmas has become, for many, a consumers’
festival, a time for holiday specials. It is also significant
that more than &0 percent of the public in this country
believe that Christmas has spiritual relevance and they
see this season as a time for reflection.

Regardless of what we think or do, Christmas is here
to stay. It will happen whether we like it or not. So what
can we do? Following are a few options:

@& Party, get drunk, and be violent like the pagans did.
@ [gnore Christmas, since we know it is not really

Jesus' birthday anyway, and criticize those who
celebrate it.

() ,@. Atlantic Union GLEANER, December 2011

@ Enjoy the season and use it to make others aware
of Jesus in our neighborhood, workplace, church,
and community.

| like what Ellen G. White had to say in THE ADVENTIST
HoME, p. 475:"As the twenty-fifth of Decemberis observed
to commemorate the birth of Christ, as the children have
been instructed by precept and example that this was
indeed a day of gladness and rejoicing, you will find it a diffi-
cult matter to pass over this period without giving it some
attention. It can be made to serve a very good purpose.”

In our home, we see Christmas as a season of opportuni-
ties to serve a good purpose, a time of enjoyment and hap-

piness, a time to celebrate
the fact that Jesus was
born, a time to point oth-
ers to Him, not only through
words, but with acts of kind-
ness and love. We enjoy sit-
ting by the fireplace to talk
and reenact the nativity
story. Our kids know that
Christmas is not only about
receiving gifts and blessings, but primarily about giving
love, peace, and salvation to others, just as Jesus did and
continues to do during and since His first Advent.

We remember that Immanuel means “God with us.”
(Matthew 1:23, NIV). My knowledge of history will not
keep me from remembering that God is with us, that
Jesus was born to make my life and yours better, and
to give us salvation and hope. | will use this season, as
well as other seasons, to share Him, always keeping in
mind that during this time of the year, more than 60
percent of Americans are willing to think and reflect on
their spiritual lives. Christmas is a season of opportuni-
ties in the home, the church, and the community. @

José Cortés is the director for the Youth
Ministries, Fathfinder, and Adventurer
departments in the Atlantic Union.

. Connect with him on Facebook and
Twitter at: https.//www.facebook.com/

FastorJoseCortesJr, https://www.facebook.com/

JoseCortesJr, and https://twitter.com/JoseCortesdr.

Visit the Atlantic Union Web site



Operation Five Loaves and Two Fish Feeds More
than 200 Families

peration Five Loaves
and Two Fish, a

church’s action of love
initiated by the Hamilton
church to feed needy fami-
lies in the community, was
hailed a success by church
members, but more impor-
tantly, by those who were
the recipients of a food
hamper. The church was
able to touch the lives of
more than 200 families in
less than one hour.

Hamilton church’s goal
to reflect Christ’s love
and meet the needs of the
community is in direct
response to what they see
as their mission. They have

of the community. A group
of about 50 volunteers
joined with members of the
church to put together the
hampers, separating them
into categories, such as
those for seniors and veg-
etarians. Working together,
they were able to prepare
and organize hampers in
about four hours.

Tributes of gratitude have
been pouring in as members
of the community express
their appreciation. One
grateful mother, recently laid
off, said, “I just did not know
what to do. My cabinets were
bare.” Another said, “I had
nowhere to turn. I just want

“Hamilton church’s goal to reflect
Christ’s love and meet the needs of
the community is in direct response
to what they see as their mission.”

been feeding needy indi-
viduals twice weekly on a
regular basis. But as more
and more people are losing
their jobs and struggling
to meet their obligations,
the number of people using
the service has increased.
So the church wanted to
help in a more tangible way
and members began donat-
ing food and other items
in preparation for their
scheduled event. Contact
was made with several
major businesses, including
the Market Place, Arnolds,
Lindos, Butterfield and
Vallis, Bermuda General
Agency, and still others
who donated food items.
James Landy, program
coordinator, spoke to the
press regarding this proj-
ect to provide 100 to 150
hampers of food to finan-
cially challenged members

to say ‘thank you, ‘thank
you, ‘thank you.”

The blessings were not just
felt by those who received,
but by those who gave. One
church member said, “We
are so excited and blessed
to know that we have met
the needs of our commu-
nity.” Kenneth Manders,
the church’s pastor, said he
was happy to partner with
the community agencies to
provide food for struggling
families. “The church where
worship is a joy had joy
overflowing when they were
able to help the community,”
Manders said.

On that day the Hamilton
church distributed more
than $15,000 worth of food
to more than 200 families in
Bermuda who were in need.

—Sheila Holder, communication
director, Bermuda Conference

James Landy, Operation Five Loaves and Two Fish program coordinator, and Kenneth
Manders, Hamilton church pastor, partnered with community agencies to help provide

food for struggling families.

Church members and volunteers from the
community prepared food hampers that served
more than 200 families in the community.

Jeffrey Brown, Bermuda Conference president,
front left, with the volunteers who helped
prepare the food hampers for distribution.

Tell Us What’s Happening
in Your Church ...

We are looking for news and other inspiring

stories from your church to share with our read-
ers. E-mail your stories with the photos attached
as separate files to the Bermuda Conference
communication director. Be sure and include a

caption with each photo and the name of the

photographer.

For information on what types of stories to

submit, visit: www.atlantic-union.org/gleaner.
html and click on “Guidelines for Submitting
Articles.”

We would love to hear from youl!

Sheila Holder

©

Communication Director
Bermuda Conlference
E-mail: sholder@bermudaconference.bm

at www.atlantic-union.org
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ATLANTIC UNION News

The Latest on Atlantic Union College

Background

hortly after AUC was

informed in 2010 by the
New England Association
of Schools and Colleges
(NEASQ) that its accredita-
tion would be discontinued
as of July 31, 2011 for finan-
cial reasons, AUC officials
began to explore the possi-
bility of joining with anoth-
er Seventh-day Adventist
sister institution to form a
branch campus on its loca-
tion in South Lancaster,
Massachusetts.

Formal talks commenced
with Washington Adventist
University (WAU) in
Takoma Park, Maryland, in
light of the two institutions
already having had an artic-
ulation agreement for the
teach-out of AUC students
after July 2011. While both
constituencies of AUC and
WAU approved the concept,
an operating agreement was
never reached. On October
5, 2011, AUC’s board of
trustees voted to suspend
any further negotiations
with WAU.

The following is an update
of developments by the AUC
board and college officials
since the October 5 decision:

* AUC retained the Boston
law firm of Rubin and
Rudman, LLC, to provide
legal counsel to assist
AUC in matters relating
to AUC’s standing with

the state of Massachusetts

and to examine the

provisions of corporate
law related to the AUC
Charter issued in 1883.

e AUC officials met with
the Massachusetts
Department of Higher
Education (Massachusetts
DHE) on October 13 to
explore the process for
continuing its degree-
granting authority origi-
nally granted by state leg-
islation back in 1883.

* In the October 13 meet-
ing, the Massachusetts
DHE informed AUC that
it will entertain an appli-
cation from AUC for the
reestablishing of degree-
granting authority, upon
securing the necessary
approvals by DHE and
others.

o It was agreed that AUC
must complete the appli-
cation submission by
January 1, 2012.

¢ Also, in the October 13
meeting, AUC informed
the Massachusetts DHE
that, given the fact that a
WAU branch campus at
AUC was no longer in the
equation, AUC intends
to apply for accreditation
from a different accredit-
ing body.

e Massachusetts DHE offi-
cials have confirmed that
the national accreditor
AUC is applying to is a
legitimate alternative to
NEASC accreditation,
and the U.S. Department
of Education lists this
accrediting association
as one that will qualify
AUC to offer its students

federal student aid (Title
IV) funding.

e On October 25, the AUC
board voted to secure the
services of Gina Spivey
Brown, Ph.D., a Maryland
educator, as administra-
tive consultant, to give
leadership to the prepara-
tion of the DHE applica-
tion documents, as well
as the application for
accreditation of selected
degree programs (to be
announced later).

Campus Status
Since the July 31 interim
cessation of AUC’s edu-
cational operation, a small
staff has been retained
(mostly plant maintenance
and records personnel)
while the college awaits the
next steps in the applica-
tion processes. Also, it is
anticipated that a constitu-
ency meeting of the college
will be called in the near
future to help determine
the direction, scope, and
financial support by the
Atlantic Union Conference
and its six local conferences.
For ongoing updates, kindly
refer to AUC’s Web site
(www.auc.edu).
—Donald G. King, president of
the Atlantic Union Conference and

chairman of the Atlantic Union
College, Inc., Board of Trustees

Atlantic Union College Among Award Winners at
SAC Awards Banquet

tlantic Union College

(AUC) was among the
winners of several presti-
gious awards presented at
the Society of Adventist
Communicators (SAC)
Convention Awards Banquet
honoring individuals for

Qheir work.

Nearly 200 Adventist
communication profes-
sionals and interested stu-
dents attended this year’s
convention, on October
20-22 in Lombard, Illinois.
Guest speakers included
David Neff, CHRISTIANITY
Topay editor-in-chief, John

Bradshaw, It Is Written
speaker/director, and
Don Livesay, Lake Union
Conference president.
Kimberly Maran, SAC
president, says, “With 35
categories, this is our first
foray into the expansion of
the awards, and the pre-

sentation of them.” In the
Corporate Communication:
Constituency Report (Print)
category, AUC won “Best in
Class” for the 2011 Atlantic
Union College Constituency
Report. Individuals rec-
ognized were Cindy
Kurtzhals, AUC public

,@A Atlantic Union GLEANER, December 2011
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relations and publications
director; Winona Wendth,
cover photo; Lois King,
assistant vice president for
marketing, and Melahn
Cable, contract layout/
graphic designer.

In the Marketing/
Public Relations: Media
Pitching Campaign cat-
egory, AUC won “Best in
Class” for the pitch for the
article “Women Refs Blaze
a Trail” that appeared in
the WORCESTER TELEGRAM
AND GAZETTE. Individuals
recognized were Cindy
Kurtzhals, AUC public
relations and publications
director; Coach Sandy
Smith, recreation direc-
tor; and Karen Nugent,
reporter for the WORCESTER
TELEGRAM AND GAZETTE.

In the Corporate
Communication: Newsletter
(Print) category, AUC
received “Honorable
Mention” for the AUC Topay
newsletter. Individuals
recognized were Cindy

Kurtzhals, AUC public rela-
tions and publications direc-
tor; Bordes Henry-Saturné,
vice president for enroll-
ment;, and Melahn Cable,
contract layout/graphic
designer. To view a list of the
2011 winners, visit Www.
adventistcommunicator.org.
Pat Humphrey, SAC vice
president for recruitment,
says, “SAC is comprised
of a variety of committed
Adventists who have a pas-
sion to share the message
of the Adventist Church
through their unique areas
of media ministry—whether
through the printed page,
photography, television,
radio, the Internet, social
media, music, art, or a host
of other creative outlets.
“It’s about connecting
with other communication
professionals and growing
from one another’s knowl-
edge, expertise, and pas-
sion for ministry. It's about
networking and making
new friends—people who
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At the SAC Awards Banquet, AUC won
“Best in Class” for the 2011 Atlantic

Union College Constituency Report, top
left; “Honorahle Mention” for the AUC
Tooay newsletter, top right; and “Best in
Class” for the pitch for the article “Women
Refs Blaze a Trail” that appeared in the -
WoRCESTER TELEGRAM AND GAZETTE, right.
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will become a source of
spiritual and professional
support for years to come.”
The next SAC conven-
tion is in Albequerque, New
Mexico, on October 18-20,
2012, and is open to all com-
munication professionals.

—Ednor A. P. Davison,
GLEANER editor

Remembering . . . Philip S. Follett

hilip S. Follett, 79, a former

president of the Atlantic Union
Conference, died in his hometown
of Collegedale, Tennessee, on
October 7. He served as a pastor
and administrator in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church for 58 years
and was most recently a member of
the Collegedale Church.

Born on March 15, 1932, in
Kansas City, Missouri, Follett
earned his undergraduate degree
from La Sierra University, his
master’s degree from Andrews
University, and was awarded an
honorary doctorate from Atlantic
Union College. He entered the pas-
toral ministry in 1953 and served
as a pastor and conference secretary
in Southern California from 1953

to 1967. He also served as presi-
dent of the Ohio, Chesapeake, and
Northern California conferences
before he was elected as president
of the Atlantic Union Conference in
1986 where he served until 1992.
He went on to serve as a vice presi-
dent of the world church from 1992
until his retirement in 2000.

After his retirement, he continued
his ministry as president of LifeTalk
Radio until 2008, and served part-
time in various capacities until
August 2011.

Follett’s wife, Bernardine DeFehr
Follett, preceded him in death
in 1985. He is survived by his
daughter, Lorraine (Scott) Ball of
Ooltewah, Tennessee; son, David
Follett of Fitchburg, Massachusetts;

Philip S. Follett
two grandchildren, Jonathan and
Jessica Ball; a sister, Barbara Connel
of Palm Desert, California; nieces
Kathy Lance and Elaine Hamilton;
and extended family Kalvin and
Kristine Follett and their children
Nathan and Jannah.

J

at www.atlantic-union.org
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GREATER NEW YOREK News

Hannah Walwyn: Living a Life Committed to Excellence

Hannah Walwyn, an eighth-
grader at the Bronx-Manhattan
Seventh-day Adventist School and
a member of the Shalom church,
captured the Principal’s Scholar
Award—the school’s top academic
honor—at the end of the 2010-
2011 school year and moved one
step closer to fulfilling her dream
of becoming a justice of the United
States Supreme Court. She accom-
plished this by achieving As in all
five core subject areas.

Throughout middle school,
Walwyn lacked the confidence to
shine in the classroom; she was
withdrawn and shy. Her mother,
Glenda Walwyn, even contem-
plated having her repeat the sixth
grade. But with prayer, determi-
nation, and the support of her
mother and mentor, Pearl Brown,
Walwyn made significant strides in
improving her academic and civic
performance in the seventh grade.
Her report on Michelle Obama, the

Hannah Walwyn, was awarded the Principal’s Scholar
award at the end of the 2010-2011 school year.

the prominent place that women

of color have come to occupy in
society, a place she would like

to occupy one day as a Supreme
Court justice. On another occasion,

physical restoration and spiritual
redemption of her father, which
culminated with his baptism.

As confidence in her leadership
and scholastic ability increased,
Walwyn became involved in activi-
ties outside of the classroom. She
enlisted in the school’s Bible class,
attending all the classes and com-
pleting all assignments on time. As
a member of her church’s Pathfinder
club, she committed and was able to
expertly recite the six memory texts
of the Explorer AY/Pathfinder class.
And on Thirteenth Sabbaths at
church, Walwyn is the only young
person who is able to recite all 13
memory texts. Walwyn hopes to use
her passion for memorization in her
pursuit of law and becoming a jus-
tice of the Supreme Court.

Guided by the promises of
Scripture, specifically Philippians 4:13,
faith in God, and the support of car-
ing adults, Walwyn believes that any
young person can overcome adversity

wife of the first elected African-
American president, highlighted

she captured the attention of the
class when she shared about the

to succeed in their endeavors.

—Chris Jones, member, Flatbush church

Ask Dr. Smith Column Draws Record Numbers

lanzo Smith, Greater

New York Conference
(GNYO) family counselor and
licensed marriage, family,
and mental health therapist,
responds to pressing con-
cerns that impact the lives of
Adventists and others from
all walks of life in his online
column, Ask Dr. Smith. More
than 12,000 people have
access to such questions as
“Should T continue to pay
tithe when my husband isn't
working and things are tough
at home?,” “Do you think it
right to have oral sex?,” and

“What should I do if T am

falling in love with a man

when I am a man, t0o?”
The ministry started

when Smith was serving

as family ministries direc-
tor for the conference. He
began saving questions

and later used 19 of them
in one of his books, WHy
GOOD RELATIONSHIPS TURN
BaD. Realizing that he
could give the answers and
take questions from a wider
audience, his Ask Dr. Smith
column was launched on
the conference’s Web site:
WWW.gnyc.org.

Since then, the radar of
the column keeps expand-
ing, as he visits churches
and encounters young
people who tell him that
his answers are very helpful
to them. Parents from dif-
ferent ethnic backgrounds
would tell him that when

they have issues with their
children, they send them
online to the Ask Dr. Smith
column. “It’s a readership
of thousands and it’s hard
to answer a question that
everyone will agree with.
Some people will always
hold to their opinion,”
says Smith. However, his
answers to questions are
usually biblically based,
doctrinally sound, clini-
cally sensitive, and free!
“If someone wants to ask
a question about aborting
their baby and what's the

Dawin Rodriquez

Alanzo Smith, Greater New York Conference
family counselor and licensed marriage,
family, and mental health therapist, answers
questions online in his Ask Dr. Smith column.

church’s position on abor-
tion, they don’t have to
reveal their faces,” Smith
says. This points out the
direct link between ano-

nymity and success, but also
highlights a more underly-
ing issue in the Adventist
Church of the relationship
between personal values and
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religious values. It under-
scores that the processes of
growth in groups shouldn’t
be underestimated.

Smith says his column
became popular in a short
time “because most people
prefer to ask questions by

Soundview Spanish Church Equips Its Members for Service

fter months of work,

the Soundview Spanish
church in Bronx, New York,
showcased the first fruits of
its missionary endeavors on
August 6 with the gradua-
tion of 87 students from the
Bible class, and 14 baptisms
from the work of 15 small

Abel Rosario, the
church’s pastor, leads
the congregation in its
missionary endeavors to
share the good news of
Jesus’ return.

group ministries.

This is only the

beginning of

the great things

God wants to

do through

His people at

the Soundview

Spanish church.
The church is blessed

with a missionary spirit

that has reached even the

youngest. The desire is to

phone and e-mail, rather
than go in for a face-to-face
appointment. On some
occasions people respond
with disagreements to my
answers and [ would post
their disagreements and my
rebuttal online. This profes-

share the good news of our
Lord and Savior with those
thirsting for it.

The missionary endeav-
ors began as a result
of meetings called the
Missionary Bonfire that are
held every Sabbath after-
noon at the church. The

purpose of these meetings
is to enable each mem-

ber to be an efficient and
productive laborer for the
Lord through seminars and

sion is an awesome responsi-
bility and I do it while stay-
ing committed to the values
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, and, at the same
time, helping families.”

You can ask Smith about
anything that relates to

open discussions. Topics
discussed include how
to go door to door shar-
ing the everlasting gospel,
how to reach out to people
using good tactics, and
how to give an effective
Bible study. The mission-
ary project that is ongoing
at the church
was conceived in
the Missionary
Bonfire meet-
ings, with the
vision of estab-
lishing a new
church in the
area of Yankee
Stadium.

Under the
leadership,

The Soundview Spanish church held a graduation ceremony for the students who completed the Bible class.

vision, and perseverance of
Abel Rosario, the church’s
pastor, and Onis Martinez
and the Personal Ministries
department, each member

family issues online by
visiting www.gnyc.org and
click on Ask Dr. Smith in
the bottom left corner.
—Chelston Lee, Communication

Advisory committee member, Greater
New York Conference

has been equipped to work
in the field. “The secret

to getting such results is

to start from within the
church,” says Martinez.
“For this reason, fasting,

“The most

important thing is

SMON MHOX MUN] dHLVHHL)

to be committed
to Christ.”

prayer, and weeks of revival
are essential to prepare
the church as a whole, and
each laborer individually.”
“Organization is another
important and neces-
sary factor in all things
that take place. Without
organization there is no
success,” Martinez says.
“The best way to organize
the church and execute a
plan of work is through
small groups, as Jesus did.
However, this is all done
in vain if Jesus Christ is
not the center of it all. The
most important thing is to
be committed to Christ.”
These successes are not
as a result of the simple
efforts of men, but the
mighty power and love of
God breaking barriers in
the hearts of many.

—Keila Pinales, communication
director, Soundview Spanish church
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NEW YOREK News

USA, Committed to Making Sure No Youth is Left Out

nion Springs Academy
Uin Union Springs, New
York, has recently estab-
lished an advancement and
development department.
Their mission is to ensure
that no youth is denied
an Adventist education
because of finances. Headed
by Larry Hayes and assisted
by Mark Cady and Andrea

the necessity of this critical
tool in preparing students
to face life’s challenges
through a personal relation-
ship with Jesus.

The committee members
commiit to praying for acad-
emy staff and students and
to recruiting other members
who share the same passion
and are willing to dem-

The funds . . . will go directly into students’
accounts to ensure they are able to attend

or remain at the school.

Tagalog, they are working
to establish a Committee of
100, which is a group of at
least 100 members who are
passionate about Christian
education and understand

onstrate this commitment
through monthly donations
of least $100. These funds
will not be a budget filler
or take care of physical
plant needs but rather, will

The Union Springs Academy Advancement and Development Department will try to ensure
that no student is denied an Adventist education because of finances.

go directly into students’
accounts to ensure that they
are able to attend or remain
at the school.

The need is great because
of the difficult economic
times as well as a large num-
ber of resettled refugee youth

who would otherwise be in
public schools. More infor-
mation about Union Springs’
Committee of 100 can be
found at www.committee
100usadevelpment.org.

—Kim Kaiser, communication
director, New York Conference

Parkview Students Empowered as Servant Leaders

hings happen when

a school systemati-
cally works to empower its
students for servant lead-
ership. As a result, stu-
dents at Parkview Junior
Academy in Syracuse, New

York, are going to the prin-
cipal and asking if they
can make presentations

to the school board about
things that matter to them.
Students are taking more
responsibility for them-

On the back row are Jordan Tamaleaa and Debbie Sydow, president of Onondaga Community
College, who was at the nursing home celebrating 50 years of parinership between the
nursing home and the college. On the middle row are Tha Blay Paw, Eden Strachan, Maombi
Ndeze, Jalen Tamaleaa, Annelise Burghardt, Say Wah Paw, and Eh Dar. On the front row are
Elisha Strachan, Jeanine Barakamfitiye, and Pam Arquitie.

selves and for their peers.
They are also involved in
meeting the needs of others
outside of their school.

The school’s mission
statement is “Empowering
students to think deeply,
serve humbly, and trust
God wholeheartedly.”
Students at Parkview have
been empowered for ser-
vant leadership, in part,
through the creation of
seven leadership teams of
mixed-age students. The
teams take care of needs,
such as communicating to
the church what is happen-
ing in the school, leading
the school in community
building activities to ensure
that every student has a
sense of belonging, work-
ing to make sure that Satan

is unwelcome in the school
through prayer and school-
wide spiritual events, plan-
ning outreach activities,
and maintaining and beau-
tifying the physical plant.
On October 19, a group
of students, organized
by seventh-grader Eden
Strachan, visited a nurs-
ing home after school.
Strachan was motivated to
visit the nursing home after
she experienced a renewed
relationship with Jesus.
Now she is encouraging
her peers to reach out and
learn the joy of service, as
well. What a delight to see
the training coming from
within the ranks of the
youth themselves!

—Kim Kaiser, principal, Parkview
Junior Academy
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Pathfinders Take Time to Recharge, Learn, and Network

bout 22 Pathfinders

met at Camp Cherokee
in Saranac Lake, New York,
for the annual Pathfinder
Leadership weekend. The
September 9-11 training
event was coordinated
by Dan Whitlow, New
York Conference Youth
Ministries director, and
George Silver, New York
Conference Pathfinder
director. It was a time for
Pathfinders to recharge,
learn, and network.

For the past 30 years
or so, youth leaders have
gathered at Camp Cherokee
each year for the Pathfinder
Leadership weekend. It
gives local Pathfinder lead-
ers and some teenagers a
chance to learn the latest
updates and swap ideas
that work in clubs. Some
club leaders even plan
future joint outings.

José Cortés, Atlantic
Union Conference Youth
Ministries director, was the
featured speaker for the
weekend. His wife, Joanne,
and sons, José III and Joel,
joined him. Cortés’ message
for worship included ask-
ing almost all of the young
people to share their vision.
He shared that where there
is no vision, people per-
ish and where there is a
vision, the devil will cre-
ate obstacles. “However,
God is bigger than any
obstacles the devil can cre-
ate,” Cortés said. “All young
people need to have Christ-
centered vision.”

Mia Gayle, a Buffalo
Pathfinder, said she attend-
ed the event because she
wanted to “learn to be a
leader in the Pathfinder
community.” Rilla Garlock,
another Pathfinder said, “I
like all the people, the wor-

Pathfinders met at Camp Cherokee in Saranac Lake, New York, for the annual Pathfinder Leadership weekend.

ships, and the boat ride.”
Activities available during
free time on Sabbath includ-
ed canoeing, kayaking,
taking a motor boat ride,
relaxing near the water, or
going for a hike. Dick Bradt,
Pathfinder area coordina-
tor for Rochester, says, “I
get the reward of helping
potential leaders and T get
the satisfaction of know-
ing that they are working
with young people.” He
has attended and presented
workshops for many years.

Participants had the
choice of learning about
Pathfinder basics, doing
class work to become
Master Guides, or work
toward the Pathfinder
Leadership Award. The
weekend is set up so that
a person can complete the
Master Guide class work
over a two-year cycle. The
Pathfinders expressed
appreciation for the enthu-
siasm and the love of young
people displayed by the
presenters.

—Howard Krug, Pathfinder leader,
Bay Knoll church

Bath Women’s Ministries
Small but Active

he Seventh-day Adventist company in Bath, New

York, has a small congregation that meets in the
community room of an assisted living facility. Though
they are few in number, the women’s ministries group
is making itself well known in the Bath area. This
group is doing its best to aid the women of their town
in as many ways as possible. They regularly collect
and donate furniture, clothing, food, and personal
hygiene items to the
women’s shelters that
assist battered women
who are attempting
to start new lives. As
part of the baby bottle
project, baby bottles
are filled with change

Though they are

few in number, the

women’s ministries

group is making

itself well known in

the Bath area and dollar bills that are
’ donated to the crisis

pregnancy center. A baby shower was held for a young
mother who had no supplies for her new arrival.

The latest project undertaken by this community-
minded group involves filling backpacks with items
of comfort for children who have been removed from
their neglectful or abusive homes by the Department
of Social Services. Items in the backpacks include
hand-made quilts, toys, books, and personal items.

Though these women are few in number, they are
making the love of Christ felt in the Southern Tier.

—Wendy-Lynn Dunn, member/pastor’s wife, Bath church
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Rochester Area Churches Get Up, Get Out, and Move

bout 145 members from

Rochester area churches
descended on the grounds of the
Mendon Ponds Park in Rochester,
New York, on Sunday, September 25,
to get moving and show their com-
mitment to living healthy, produc-
tive, and active lives. People from
zero to 80 joined in the festivities
and walked the 5k course.

Rochester area churches involved.
With help from James Bowman,
co-chair of the CHIP Program, and
Christopher McDonald, Adventist
Youth director, the team posted flyers,
visited sister churches, and distrib-
uted pins to members, encouraging
them to “get up, get out, and move!
Their efforts paid off when mem-
bers from the Jefferson Avenue, Breath

phers, concession pit stops, and then
a welcome reception at the finish
line, complete with water and healthy
snacks.

Local media outlet YNN news
printed a cover story with James
Bowman and shared the activity with
the Rochester viewing area, featuring
the Jefferson Avenue church and its
efforts to spread information about

i —
The spirit of community, family, and fellowship filled the air as members of all ages
walked, ran, or strolled on the trail.

Young people from the Rochester area churches participated in the Let’s Move Day
activities.

First Lady, Michelle Obama, started
the Let's Move initiative in 2010 in
Washington, D.C. Since then, many
organizations have caught the wave
and jump-started their own plans and
programs to aid in fighting obesity.

When the North American Division
announced September 25 as Let's Move
Day, members of the Jefferson Avenue
church jumped in. Kim McDonald
and Shackarah Vera, avid walkers and
runners, began planning to get the

of Life, Genesee Park Boulevard,
Antioch, Rochester First Hispanic,
Haitian, and Bayknoll churches
arrived donned in their white, green,
and blue Let’s Move T-shirts, shorts,
sweats, and sneakers, ready to move.
The spirit of community, family,
fellowship, and good health filled
the air as members walked, ran, and
strolled on the trail. Every person
completed the walk/run and was met
throughout the course by photogra-

health and the gospel message.

Let’s Move is a national initia-
tive aimed at bringing heightened
awareness and action to the fight of
obesity in children and adults. The
message ties into the Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s health message
and it was a natural fit for the church
to adopt and bring Let's Move Day to
the Rochester community.

—Angela Tucker, communication director,
Jefferson Avenue church

“Takin’ It 2 the Streets” Hosts Block Party

he “Takin’ It 2 the
Streets” Outreach
Ministries at City Tabernacle
church held its first
SUMMERFEST, a block
party for the Harlem com-
munity on 150th Street
between Amsterdam and
Broadway. The August
6 event was sponsored
by Faith for Today, the

bers of the City Tabernacle
church. Friends of the
community and church
members were invited to
the outdoor concert and to
participate in several medi-
cal and community service
activities.

Performers for the event
included B. Cain and Rock,
the Heritage church youth

one of the balloons. Then,
in the middle of the street,
hundreds of people stopped
to pray with one another.
Services offered to com-
munity residents included
the distribution of food,
clothing, and toys, and an
arts an crafts area for the
children. Captain Ruel R.
Stephenson and Officer Ana

Calling, City Tabernacle
Youth Praise Team, Silent
Testimonies, Edison
Alvarez, and the City
Tabernacle Adult Choir.
A highlight of the pro-
gram included a time
for church members and
friends from the com-
munity to participate in
an intercessory prayer.

NORTHEASTERN News

Northeastern Conference
Medical Missionary Team,
Starbucks, and generous

kdonations from the mem-

choir, the Bronx-Manhattan
Drum Corps, Hadassah
Bellot, the Adventurers
Living Flames Club, Greater

Balloons filled with prayer
requests were tossed in the
air for about 10 seconds
and each person retrieved

Almonte, from the 30th
Police Precinct, were on
hand for the event. They
were responsible for grant-
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ing the street permit to hold
the block party.

Rain began to fall during
the event, making it neces-
sary to move the activities
indoors. Some residents
stayed, attended the concert,
and took advantage of the
other services offered. At
the end of the program, Uba
Ogbuehi, elder, reminded
the group that their mission
was to reach people out-
side of the four walls of the
church. The message served
to empower the members
and community residents
to reach out to those they

encounter on a daily basis.
At the end of the event, they
formed a circle and Linda
Marrow prayed a prayer of
consecration. Throughout
the evening, while everyone
helped to clean up, members
and guests shared testimo-
nies about God’s goodness
and their excitement about
sharing the good news.
“And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come”™—
Matthew 24:14. This is both
our great commission and

City Tabernacle church members and residents of the community stopped to pray for one
another during a block party hosted by the church.

—Rolanda Kingston, member, City

our main purpose as disciples
Tabernacle church

of Christ. Now the question
is, what are you waiting for?

Mary Cameron Receives Outstanding Advocate for Children
and Youth Award

Mary Cameron, director/founder
of Uniondale Early Childhood
Center and a dedicated member

of the Westbury church, was one

of 25 individuals to receive the

first-ever Outstanding Advocate for
Children and Youth Award.
Cameron, a professional, with
years of experience as a child care
executive, is known and respected
as an accomplished motivational
leader, educator, mentor, mother,
and wife. A woman of sound intel-
lect, generous spirit, and wide
exposure, Cameron’s credentials
include a Bachelor of Science and
an associate degree in early child-
hood education, a master’s degree
in business administration, and an
honorary doctorate in philosophy.
She also has extensive experi-
ence as a communication leader.
She served for five years at East
New York church, eight years at
Ebenezer church, and 15 years at
Bethany church. On three occa-
sions, Cameron was awarded the
Excellence in Communication
Award from the Northeastern
Conference, the Positive Image
Communication Award, and the
Northeastern Conference Layperson

Mary Gameron, Outstanding Advocate for Children and Youth Award recipient, second from right, with, from left,
Samuel Livingstone, Oswald Euell, and Jackie Livingstone.

Counselors Volunteer Appreciation
Award. In 2005, Cameron was
appointed to the Northeastern
Conference Academy Board of
Education.

The inaugural Outstanding
Advocate for Children and Youth
Awards reception took place on
September 13 in Uniondale, New
York. Present at the ceremony
were Oswald Euell, Northeastern

Conference personal minis-

tries director; and Samuel and
Jackie Livingstone, from the
newly-organized New Jerusalem
church in Hempstead, New York.
The Northeastern Conference
Communication Department con-
gratulates Mary Cameron on this
outstanding achievement.

—Stephen L. Williams, Sr., communication
director, Northeastern Conference
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NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND News

Prayer Meeting “Vermont Style”

he Barre church in
Barre, Vermont, is try-

ing to utilize technology to
widen its influence and par-
ticipation in prayer meeting.

In the rural state of
Vermont most people live
anywhere from a half hour
to an hour from the church.
With the rising cost of gas
and the time restraints of
making it home and back
to prayer meeting, many are
finding it difficult to attend.

As the church prayed
about the dilemma and
looked at other models, the
Lord revealed to them the
idea of using a teleconfer-
ence line so people can call
in to prayer meeting. The
conference line is free; the
only cost incurred is the long
distance phone call for the
church and for the church
member. Yet, when looking
at the cost of gas, it is still
more affordable to call in.

The church now has
Internet access for those

who have a computer and
Internet connection. About
two days prior to prayer
meeting the study outline is
e-mailed along with the tele-
conference instructions. This
process acts as a reminder
and gives members some
written material to follow.

Prayer meeting begins at
6:30 p.m. and the fellow-
ship continues until 7:00
p.m. From 7:00 p.m. the
group sings and prays, and
then at 7:30 p.m. the group
spends about a half hour
or so studying the Bible.
Currently they are study-
ing the book of Revelation
verse by verse.

Each week the numbers
fluctuate and, on average,
12-22 people attend prayer
meeting and anywhere from
two to six people are on the
teleconference line. This sys-
tem is not perfect, but it is a
way to get people involved.

At the Randolph church,
prayer meeting/Bible study

At this prayer meeting 18 attended and five more were on the conference line.

are conducted a little differ-
ently. Fach Monday evening
the location of prayer meet-
ing is rotated and held at
the home of any member
who is willing to allow their
house to be used. This has
some interesting advantages:
e The members of the
church get to visit each
other’s homes.
¢ The hosting family is guar-
anteed a visit by me, even
if no one else shows up.
e This allows the members
to minister as a body
of believers and bring

NNEC Disciples Kids, Parents, and Mentors

Lynn Ortel, Northern

New England Conference

(NNEC) communication
director, interviews Susan
Schnell, the NNEC Kids in
Discipleship coordinator.
Schnell is passionate about
teaching children how to
have a wonderful and real
relationship with Jesus.

L.Ortel: What is Kids in
Discipleship?

S.Schnell: Kids in
Discipleship (K.I.D.) is a
ministry inspired by Don

McClafferty, founder/director
of K.I.D,, that equips congre-

gations, parents, and men-
tors to implement the model
of discipleship described in

Deuteronomy 6:4-7. Through
k this intentional discipleship

focus, parents, mentors,
and children grow in a per-

sonal relationship with Jesus

Christ and with each other.
Families are then empow-

ered to use their gifts in wor-

ship, ministry, and mission.

L.Ortel: Why disciple children?

S.Schnell: Don McClafferty
says, “Current research
shows that there is a clear
window of time in which
to secure our children’s
hearts to Jesus. According
to the Barna Group, people
are most open to accept-
ing Jesus between the ages
of 5 and 13. After that time
it becomes more difficult

to make this life-changing
decision. The Barna Group
provides research, resources,

and training to facilitate
transformation in organiza-

tions, communities, and indi-

viduals.”

L.Ortel: How does one dis-
ciple children?

S.Schnell: FOOTPRINTS FOR

KIDs is a 24-lesson intergen-
erational Bible study course,
where parents and mentors

work alongside their children

and participate in a highly
interactive small group.
FOOTPRINTS FOR KIDS lessons
assist adults as they mentor
their children in three areas:
¢ Build Your Relationship
with Jesus
e Know the Truth of Jesus
 Share Jesus with Others
Each lesson also includes
a take-home resource that

prayer meeting to mem-

bers who are shut-ins and

can’t get out.

To ensure that people are
aware of where prayer meet-
ing is being held each week,
the dates of the meetings
are listed in the bulletin for
a month at a time.

There are challenges
and opportunities with
the way prayer meeting is
conducted. Now you know
how prayer meeting is done
“Vermont style.”

—Brian Bilbrey, pastor, Vermont
District

reinforces the points of the
Bible study.

L.Ortel: How are parents/
mentors equipped to disciple
their own children?

S.Schnell: Before participat-
ing in FOOTPRINTS FOR KIDS,
parents and mentors go
through FOOTPRINTS FOR
PARENTS AND MENTORS, a

set of 12 small group Bible
studies drawn from the
lives of Bible characters,
that equip adults to become
the primary spiritual nur-
turer of their own children.
Parents and mentors learn
to grow in their personal
relationship with Jesus
Christ and learn how to be
intentional as they disciple
their children.
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Oakfield Church Holds Cooking Classes at Hospital

bout 15 people from

the community and 15
members of the Oakfield
church in Oakfield, Maine,
attended three weekly
cooking classes at the
Houlton Regional Hospital
in Houlton, Maine. Peggy
Engrof, the church’s per-
sonal ministries leader,
assisted by Paul and Louren
Wainwright, presented
health messages and cooked
dishes for the participants.

There is a story behind

how those classes became
a reality. Engrof says, “One
day, while having my devo-
tion, it dawned on me that [
do nothing for my neighbor.
Oh sure, I teach Sabbath
School and volunteer at our
local schools, but only if my
children are involved. I love
my family, but [did 1] love
my neighbor? I didn't think
so0. So, I asked God to help
me find something to do

that would be of no benefit
to me, but that would be a
blessing to someone else.

“About this time a new
couple started attending our
church—Wendy and Roger
Belanger. Wendy was inter-
ested in reaching out to the
community with cooking
classes. Under her tutelage 1
learned how to conduct the
classes. The Belangers have
since moved, but I am so
happy to serve my commu-
nity conducting these class-
es. I hope that Jesus’ love
for others will be seen in
me, and people will want to
attend the Oakfield church.
The goal for these classes is
to love the participants so
much that they will hunger
to learn more about God’s
love for them.

“The classes are free and
are advertised in the local

newspaper and on the radio.

Flyers are posted on local

The Oakfield church members held three weekly cooking classes at the Houlton Regional
Hospital in Houlton, Maine. About 15 members attended from the community and 15 members

from the church.

bulletin boards. The whole
church helps out by giv-

ing money to provide door
prizes. They arrive early to
help set up and to be there
as welcoming and friendly
people when the community
arrives. The church also
helps with the clean up.
Before each class begins, the
workers stop and pray for
those who will attend and
they dedicate themselves
again to God.

“At the class in the
Houlton Regional Hospital
30-35, people attended, half
coming from the community.

“When we have an evan-
gelistic series, I pray that
many hearts will be touched
and some of these people
will want to give their
hearts and lives to Jesus.”
—Information supplied by Jim Hogan,
communication correspondent, and

Peggy Engrof, personal ministries
leader, Oakfield church
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SNEC Elects New Superintendent and Associate

he Southern New

England Conference
(SNEC) has elected Pat
Giese as the new super-
intendent of schools. She
succeeds Gary Swinyar,
superintendent for the past
seven years, who accepted
a call to the Gulf States
Conference in Montgomery,
Alabama.

Giese and her hus-
band, Ken, moved to the
Southern New England
Conference three years ago
when she was invited to
serve as associate superin-
tendent. Her prior experi-
ence includes serving as an
elementary school teacher/
principal in Ohio and
Pennsylvania, as well as on
various committees for the
conference and union in
that region. Since coming
to Southern New England,
Giese’s frequent visits to

Pat Giese, superintendent of schools

schools, with teachers,
and on school boards have
prepared her to meet the
challenges of the SNEC
Education department. She
holds a master’s degree
from Andrews University
and has done postgraduate
study at the University of
Toledo.

From Giese’s perspective,
reflecting Jesus through

i
lan Bothwell, associate superintendent
of schools

excellence in education is
an evangelistic tool that
reaps great results, as well
as elevates the high calling
of young people. Therefore,
one of her primary goals is
to keep Adventist educa-
tion in the forefront of the
SNEC membership.

Assisting Giese is lan
Bothwell, who will serve
as associate superinten-

dent of schools. Bothwell
comes to this position with
a strong background in
education, having taught
on the elementary, second-
ary, and collegiate levels.
For the past 13 years, she
served as a professor in
the Atlantic Union College
Education and Psychology
Department.

Bothwell received
her doctoral degree in
Language and Literacy
Acquisition from the
University of California,
Berkeley. She has been a
guest lecturer in Uganda,
East Africa, Thailand,
and Russia. Bothwell says
that she and her husband,
Roger, have enjoyed many
wonderful adventure-filled
years together.
—Frank Tochterman,

communication director, Southern
New England Conference

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND News
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WW Il Veterans Participate in GBA’s Graduation Ceremony

Willie Shellman, who serves as
president of the New England
Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.,
and is also employed as the execu-
tive director of the YMCA Achievers
Programs at the YMCA of Greater
Boston, was the keynote speaker
at Greater Boston Academy’s 67th
graduation ceremony, held at
Stoneham Memorial church on June
5. The next day, June 6, marked the
67th anniversary of D-Day.
Shellman’s talk was titled “Paint
Your Wings,” based on the fact
that Tuskegee Airmen painted the
wings and the tails of their aircraft
a specific color (often red) to be dis-
tinguished from enemy planes. He
urged the graduating class to “paint
[their] wings with character, deter-
mination, good citizenship, self-
discipline, and higher education.”
He was accompanied by Harvey
F. Sanford and William Vickers,
fellow members of the Tuskegee

Airmen New England
Chapter and World War 11
veterans.

The graduates met and
spoke with the veterans
before the commencement
ceremony. Several members
of the Class of 2011 reflect-
ed upon their time with the
veterans: “It was an honor
to have World War II vet-
erans, who bravely ‘painted
their wings’ no matter what
they went through, at our
graduation,” said Carlos
Rodriguez.

“Their message was
inspirational. I appreciated the
metaphor [“Paint Your Wings”], and
I thank them for their service to our
country,’Kayla Panameno said.

“I learned many things from the
Tuskegee Airmen that were never
discussed in textbooks,” Stephanie
Nwaoha said.

Five of the eight 2011 GBA graduates are, from left, Stephane Pierre,
Stephanie Nwaoha, Sharla Mercado, Kyungje Sung, and Kayla
Panamefio. Seated are, from left, Tuskegee Airmen Veteran Harvey
F. Sanford, History/English teacher Astrid E. Wendth, and Tuskegee
Airmen Veteran William Vickers.

The 2011 graduates are Gianelie
Bustillo, Jonathan Gilbert, Sharla
Mercado, Stephanie Nwaoha, Kayla
Panameno, Stephane Pierre, Carlos
Rodriguez, and Kyungje Sun.

—Lisa Wheeler, ’85, director of advancement,
Greater Boston Academy.
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omment 25 décembre a-t-elle

devenu une féte chrétienne?

Lune des théories les plus
respectées déclare que 25 décembre a
été anniversaire du soleil invincible,
le jour ott les paiens honorent le dieu
du soleil, Mitras. Lhistoire raconte que
depuis la mi-décembre jusquau début
de janvier, les non-chrétiens de Rome
organisaient des festivités qui compre-
naient I'ivrognerie et autres pratiques
corrompues. Pendant le quatrieme
siecle, les chrétiens de Rome ont décidé
de contester directement le dieu paien
et les pratiques associées a son anni-
versaire. IlIs ont proclamé le méme jour
comme jour d’'anniversaire de Jésus,
affirmant que Jésus est le vrai Soleil de
Justice qui apporte la lumiere dans un
monde ténébreux. Comme les paiens
ivres, les chrétiens, qui étaient en mino-
rité, ont observé le jour avec révérence.

Les célébrations paiennes ont été
introduites aux Etats-Unis au moment
ou les immigrants européens ont com-
mencé a s'installer ici. Les puritains
ne les ont pas commémorées, mais
d’autres, par la chasse, la danse, et
l'ivrognerie. La violence a été enre-
gistrée dans certaines des premieres
célébrations de Noél aux Etats-Unis. Le
premier corps de police de New York a
été organisé apres une violence émeute
de Noél. En raison de ces incidents,
certaines personnes ont travaillé dur
pour faire de Noél une saison axée sur
la famille, accompagnée de belles acti-
vités. Ils ont accompli certains de leurs
objectifs, mais a travers les années la
Noél est devenue, pour beaucoup, un
festival des consommateurs, un temps
pour les promotions de vacances. Il
est également significatif que plus de
80 pour cent de la population dans ce
pays croient que Noél est la pertinence
spirituelle et ils voient cette saison
comme un temps de réflexion.
Indépendamment de ce que nous

pensons ou faisons, Noél est 1a pour

.atlantic-union.org

Dans la Féderation de L'Union Atlantique

rester. Il arrivera, quon le veuille ou
non. Alors, que pouvons-nous faire?
Voici quelques options:

Feter, se saouler, et étre violents
comme faisaient les paiens.

Ignorer la Noél, puisque nous savons
quelle n'est pas vraiment anniver-
saire de Jésus, de toute facon, et criti-
quer ceux qui la célebrent.

Profiter de la saison et l'utiliser pour
rendre les autres conscients de Jésus
dans notre voisinage, travail, église,
et communauté.

Jaime ce qu’ Ellen White avait a dire
dans le FOYER CHRETIEN, p. 478: “Tandis
que le vingt-cinq décembre est observé
pour commémorer la naissance du
Christ, comme les enfants ont été
instruits par le précepte et 'exemple
que ce fut un jour de joie et de réjouis-
sance, il vous sera une question diffi-
cile a passer cette période sans lui don-
ner une certaine attention. Il peut étre
fait pour servir une bonne cause.”

Dans notre maison, nous voyons de
Noél une saison d’opportunités de ser-
vir une bonne cause, un moment de
plaisir et de bonheur, un temps pour

célébrer le fait que Jésus est né, un
temps d’attirer d’autres a Lui, non seu-
lement a travers les mots, mais avec
des actes de bonté et d’amour. Nous
trouvons beaucoup de plaisir a nous
asseoir pres de la cheminée pour par-
ler et rejouer I'histoire de la Nativité.
Nos enfants savent que Noél n'est pas
seulement une époque pour recevoir
des cadeaux et des bénédictions, mais
surtout pour partager I'amour, la paix
et le salut aux autres, tout comme
Jésus a fait et continue de faire pen-
dant et depuis son premier avénement.
On se souvient qu'Emmanuel signifie
“Dieu avec nous.” (Matthieu 1:23). Ma
connaissance de I'histoire ne mempé-
chera pas de me rappeler que Dieu
est avec nous, que Jésus était né pour
améliorer ma vie et la votre, et pour
nous donner le salut et l'espoir. Je vais
utiliser cette saison, ainsi que les autres
saisons, pour Le partager, en gardant
toujours a l'esprit que pendant cette
période de l'année, plus de 80 pour
cent des Américains sont préts a penser
et a réfléchir sur leur vie spirituelle.
Noél est une saison d’'opportunités a la
maison, ’église et la communauté.

José Cortés est le directeur pour les ministeres de la
Jeunesse, Eclaireurs, et Aventurier a 'Union Atlantique.

English translation on page 18 of this issue.

La Conférence de I’Union I’Atlantique vous invite au
Festival des Laics/Conférence des SEMENCES
pour les Membres d’Eglise, Dirigeants et Pasteurs

Du 30 mars au ler avril 2012

Séminaires en quatre langues:
Anglais ¢ Francais ¢ Espagnol ¢ Portugais

Frais d’inscription:
130 $ avant ler mars 2012
145 $ du 2-22 mars
155 $ du 23-27 mars

Inscrivez-vous a l'adresse:
www.plusline.org/events.php

Lieu:

Stamford Marriott Hotel & Spa
243 Tresser Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
800-732-9689 (pour la réunion de la
Conférence de 1'Union Atlantique)

Cout de I'hotel: 99 $ + taxes par nuit (jusqu'a

4 personnes par chambre)

Parrainé par
LUnion Atlantique, Bermudes, Greater New

York, New York, Northeastern, Northern New

England, Southern New England

www.atlantic-union.org
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"En la Unién del Atlantico

Navidad, una Epoca de Oportunidades

B Como fue que el 25 de diciembre
lleg6 a ser una celebracion cris-
tiana? La teoria mas respetada

indica que el 25 de diciembre es el
cumpleanios del invencible sol, el dia
que los paganos adoraban al dios sol,
Mitras. La historia relata que desde
mediados de diciembre hasta el prin-
cipio de enero, los no cristianos en
Roma llevaban a cabo festividades, las
cuales incluian borracheras y otras
practicas corruptas. Durante el cuarto
siglo, los cristianos en Roma deci-
dieron desafiar directamente al dios
pagano y las practicas asociadas con
su cumpleanos. Ellos proclamaron el
mismo dia como el dia del cumplea-
nos de Jesus, diciendo que Jesus es el
verdadero sol de justicia que trae luz
a un mundo en tinieblas. Mientras los
paganos se embriagaban, los cristia-
nos, que eran la minoria, observaban
este dia con reverencia.

Las celebraciones paganas fueron
introducidas en los Estados Unidos
cuando los inmigrantes europeos
comenzaron a poblar esta region. Los
puritanos no celebraban la navidad,
pero otros si, lo hacian cazando,
bailando y emborrachandose. Actos
de violencia fueron registrados en
algunas de las primeras celebraciones
de navidad en los Estados Unidos.
Los primeros cuerpos de policias de
la ciudad de Nueva York fueron orga-
nizados luego de un motin violento
un dia de navidad. Mientras estas
cosas sucedian, algunas personas tra-
bajaban arduamente para hacer de la
navidad una ocasion orientada hacia
las familias, con hermosas activida-
des. Ellos lograron alcanzar algunos
de sus objetivos, pero a través del
tiempo la navidad se ha convertido,
para muchos en un festival comer-
cial, un tiempo para especiales de
compras. Es significante que mas del
80 por ciento de las personas en este
pais cree que la navidad tiene una
relevancia espiritual y ven esta época

/

como un tiempo de reflexion

A pesar de lo que pensemos o haga-
mos, la navidad esta aqui para quedar-
se. Seguira celebrandose, lo queramos
o no. Entonces, ;que podemos hacer?
A continuacion hay algunas opciones:

e Haz una celebracion, embriagate y se
violento como los paganos hicieron.

e Ignora la navidad, ahora que sabe-
mos que no es realmente el cum-
pleanos de Jests, entonces critica a
aquellos que lo celebran.

e Disfruta de la época y usala para
traer conciencia a otros acerca de
Jesus en tu vecindad, trabajo, iglesia
y comunidad.

Me gusta lo que Elena G. de White
dijo en el HOGAR CRISTIANO, pg. 478
(en inglés): “Mientras el 25 de diciem-
bre es observado para conmemorar
el nacimiento de Cristo, mientras los
ninos han sido instruidos por pre-
cepto y ejemplo que este es un dia de
alegria y regocijo, encontraras que es
muy dificil pasar por alto esta época
sin prestarle alguna atencion. Puede
ser usada para un buen proposito”.

En nuestro hogar, vemos la navidad
como una época de oportunidades

para servir a un buen proposito, un
tiempo de placer y alegria, un tiem-
po para celebrar el hecho de que
Jests haya nacido, un tiempo para
sefnalar a otros hacia El, no solo con
palabras, pero con actos de bondad
y amor. Nos encanta sentarnos cerca
de la chimenea para hablar y repasar
la historia de la natividad. Nuestros
hijos saben que la navidad no es solo
acerca de recibir regalos y bendicio-
nes, pero primordialmente de dar
amor, paz y salvacion a otros, como
lo hizo Jests y lo sigue haciendo
desde su primer advenimiento.
Recordamos que Emmanuel significa
“Dios con nosotros” (Mateo 1:23). Mi
conocimiento de la historia no me alejara
de recordar que Dios esta con nosotros,
que Jests naci6 para hacer mi vida y la
tuya mejor, y para darnos la esperanza
y salvacion. Yo voy a usar esta época,
al igual que otras, para compartir a
Cristo, siempre recordando que durante
esta época mas del 80 por ciento de los
americanos estan dispuestos a pensar y
reflexionar en sus vidas espirituales. La
navidad es una época de oportunidades
en el hogar, la iglesia y la comunidad.
José Cortés es el director de los departamentos de

Jovenes, Conquistadores y Aventureros en la Union
del Atlantico.

English translation available on page 18 of this issue

La Union del Atlantico les invita al Festival de Laicos SEEDS
para miembros de iglesia, lideres y pastores.

30 de marzo al lero de abril del 2012

Seminarios en cuatro lenguajes:
Inglés ¢ Francés ¢ Espaol ¢ Portugués

Costo de Registracion al Festival:
$130 antes del lero de marzo
$145 del 2 al 22 marzo
$155 del 23 al 27 de marzo

Registrese en el sitio web:
www.plusline.org/events.php

Lugar:
Stamford Marriott Hotel and Spa
243 Tresser Blvd. * Stamford, CT 06901
800-732-9689 (pregunte por la reunion de la
Union del Atlantico)
Costo del Hotel: $99 + impuestos por noche
(hasta 4 personas por habitacion)

Auspiciado por
La Union del Atlantico y las Asociaciones
de Bermuda, Greater New York, New York,
Northeastern, Northern New England y
Southern New England

www.atlantic-union.org
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OBITUARIES

BOYCE, David C.—74; b. Nov. 5, 1936,
in Barbados, West Indies; d. Oct. 7,
2011, in Middletown, N.Y. He was a
member of the Middletown church
in Middletown, N.Y. He was a former
member of the Ephesus and Spanish
Washington churches in New York

where he served as a deacon. He was
predeceased by his wife, Lydia Boyce.
He is survived by, a daughter, Sandra
Figueroa; a son, Rafael Nieves; and a
grandson, Andrew Figueroa.

DELEVANTE, Dorriel A. (Waugh)—68;
b. Sept. 20, 1942, in Jamaica, West
Indies; d. Sept. 7, 2011, in Hyde
Park, Mass. She was a member of

the wife of the late Merle Mills who
served for 14 years as president of the
Southern New England Conlerence.
She is a graduate of Columbia Union
College (now Washington Adventist
University). She and her husband
served 14 years as missionaries in
Africa. She was preceded in death by
her son Merlin Mills; grandson, David
Castro, and two sisters, Florence
Coyle and Francis Trelz. She is sur-
vived by her son, Dr. Myron (Lorinda)
Mills of Sulfur, Okla.; a daughter,

son, Douglas Price of Clinton, Mass.;
five daughters, Patricia Lambert of
Madison Wis.; Lynette Veo (Jack)
of Hudson, Mass., Brenda Wagner
(Rick) of Sterling, Mass., Debbie
Price of Westminster, Mass., Cheryl
Price-Bartlett (Bill) of Lancaster,
Mass.; Robin Bechhofer of Madison,
Wis.; a brother, Albert Risch of
Madison, N.H_; a sister, Heidi Kwort
of Australia; 17 grandchildren; and
five great-grandchildren.
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CLASSIFIEDS

All advertisements should be sent, together
with payment, to your local conference office
for approval by the communication director.
For advertisements originating within the
Atlantic Union the rate is $35 for each inser-
tion of 40 words or less, and 50 cents for
each additional word. For all other advertise-
ments the rate is $40 for each insertion of 40
words or less and 50 cents for each word
over the 40. There is an 80-word maximum.
Check or money order should be made pay-
able to Atlantic Union GLEANER or Atlantic
Union Conference.

The Atlantic Union GLEANER reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement. The rejec-
tion of any advertisement should not be
construed to constitute disapproval of the
product or service involved.

Classified and display ads appearing in the
Atlantic Union GLEANER are printed without
endorsement or recommendation of the
Atlantic Union Conference. The Atlantic Union
GLEANER makes every reasonable effort to
screen all advertisements, but in no case can
the periodical assume responsibility for adver-
tisements appearing in its columns or for
typographical or categorical errors.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY seeks appli-
cants for full-time faculty positions
in Business, English, and History;
and contract faculty in many areas.
For more information and appli-
cation process, please visit jobs.
wallawalla.edu. All positions will
remain open until filled.

TRAVEL

2012 GREAT CONTROVERSY TOUR,
Mar. 30-Apr. 12, with Dr. Gerard
Damsteegt of Andrews University.
See prophecies of Daniel and
Revelation come alive! Visit Rome,
Italy, and Reformation sites in the
Waldensian Valleys, Switzerland,
Germany, France. A most exciting
experience! Call or fax (269) 471-
5172, e-mail gctours@mac.com.

REAL ESTATE/HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is accept-
ing applications for two assistant
or associate professors in Biology.
Opportunity includes teaching
graduate and undergraduate cours-
es as well as advising students and
research. Ph.D. is required. Please
visit this Web site for more infor-
mation and to apply: www.andrews.
edu/HR/emp_jobs_faculty.cgi.

ADVENTIST HOME—Independent
Living for Active Retirees! Tranquil
country campus for Adventists with
scenic vistas located in the beau-
tiful Hudson Valley of New York.
Managed and maintained facilities
include one bedroom apartments,
cottages, and mobile homes all adja-
cent to the Livingston Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Ample space for
walking and gardening. Parks, shop-
ping, banking, Amtrak, and medi-

TRAVELING WHERE
MISSIONARIES CANNOT GO
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ﬁ Adventist Satellite

R TV for Less!

Ideal Satellite Services
Satellite systems
starting at just $139.99!

4 ©3ABN gD Mhe

Receive 15 Adventist
TV & radio stations
plus 2 news networks.
No monthly fees.
Call Today!
1.877.875.6532, or visit
our website at:
www.ldealSat.tv

cal facilities are available within a
few miles. Call (888) 295-5277 or
write Adventist Home Inc., P.O. Box
218, Livingston, NY 12541, e-mail:
Info@AdventistHomelnc.org, www.
AdventistHomelnc.org.

FOR SALE

UNLIMITED MINUTES of phone service
to your favorite locations including
USA, Canada, Puerto Rico, Europe,
Asia, Haiti, and Nigeria. Call
(863) 216-0160 or e-mail: sales@
phonecardland.com to find out more.
Visit www.phonecardland.com for
the best phone card deals to every-
where in the world.

NEW! BITE-SIZE BIBLE TRUTH TRACTS
for sharing. Full-color, full-message,
brochure size witnessing tracts. Place
a pack of 50 wherever people wait
or check-out—offices, repair shops,
beauty salons, etc. Your choice
of 8 titles. 50/$7.95, 400/$50.00,
800/$88.00, 1000/$99.95 plus post-
age. Free display boxes on request.
For free samples and quantity dis-
counts call (800) 777-2848. www.
familyheritagebooks.com.

RV’s!! Adventist owned and oper-
ated RV dealership has been helping
Adventists for over 35 years. Huge
inventory of new and used trailers
and motorhomes. Jayco, Newmar,
and Hurricane. Courtesy airport
pickup and on-site hookups. Call
toll-free (888) 933-9300. Lee’s RV,
Oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com
or e-mail: Lee Litchfield at Lee@
leesrv.com.

SERVICES

MBA- ONLINE ANDREWS UNIVERSITY.
Quality and convenient program
offered at reduced tuition. Accredited

17 HOSPITALS IN:
CALIFORNIA
Hawan
OREGON
WASHINGTON

OUR MISSION:

To sHARE GOD’S LOVE BY
PROVIDING PHYSICAL, MENTAL
AND SPIRITUAL HEALING.

FOR JOB OPPORTUNITIES, VISIT:
www.adventisthealth.org
- —

by the International Assembly for
collegiate Business Education.
Contact: mba-info@andrews.edu.

WILDWOOD WEIGHT REDUCTION AND
LIFESTYLE RENEWAL Bring a friend and
save 20%. Jan. 15-29, Feb. 5-19, 2012.
14-day programs focusing on lifestyle
change, health education, hands-on
cooking, and exercise. Cost: $740. Jan.
1-8, 2012, 7-day intensive program.
Cost: $370. Site: Wildwood Health
Retreat, Iron City, Tenn. Contact:
Darlene Keith (931) 724-6706. www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org. E-mail:
darlenekeith@gmail.com.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
offers master’s degrees in business,
counseling, education, nursing, reli-
gion, and social work. Flexibility is
provided through online and on-
campus programs. Financial aid may
be available. For more information,
call (423) 236-2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatedegrees.

NEED A PIANIST? “HYMNS ALIVE”,
The SDA Hymnal on 33 CD’s. Quality
accompaniment music to sing God’s
praises. Organ and piano. Also
“He Is Our Song” and kid’s hym-
nals on CD’s. www.35hymns.com.
Also Hymns on videos - 12 DVD’s
- “Creation Sings”, with words and
optional song leader. www.eversing.
com or call (800) 354-9667.

SPONSOR A CHILD! $30 a month can
send a child in India to an Adventist
school. It pays for tuition, housing,
food, and uniform. Adventist Child
India is an official project of the
Southern Asia Division of Seventh-
day Adventists, (301) 680-6228,
www.acichild.com, or childcare@
sud-adventist.org.

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES OR
HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions?
Need affordable, professionally pre-
pared handbills, brochures, signs,

Visit the Atlantic Union Web site



banners, and mailing services? Call [ree
(800) 274-0016 and ask for HOPE Customer
Service or visit www.hopesource.com. You
deserve the best with conlidence and peace
of mind. Your friends at Hamblin's HOPE
deliver on time.

AUTHORS WANTED—If you've written your life
story, want to tell others of God’s love, or
desire to share your spiritual ideas and want
it published, call TEACHServices.com at

800-367-1844, for a FREE manuscript review.

MOVE with an award-winning agency. Apex
Moving & Storage partners with the General

Conference to provide quality moves for you.

Call us for all your relocation needs. Contact
Marcy Danté at (800) 766-1902 or visit us at
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.

ChristianSinglesDating.com FREE 14-day Trial
or AdventistSingles.org! Join thousands of

active Adventist Singles. FREE Chat, Search,

Detailed Profiles, Match Notifications!
Conlidential. Witnessing opportunities to
the world through Articles, Friendships,
Chat, Forums. Since 1993! Adventist owners.
Thousands of Successful Matches! Top ranked.

SINGLE AND OVER 40? The only interracial
group exclusively for Adventist singles
over 40. STAY HOME AND MEET NEW
FRIENDS in U.S.A. with monthly newslet-
ters and album. For information send large
self-addressed stamped envelope to ASO 40
2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent a
U-Haul and do it yourself, check our price
and save yourself the hassle. Plan ahead now
and reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and
economical. Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard
Moving & Storage, LLC, 610 S Mechanic St.,
Berrien Springs, M1 40103; (269) 471-7366,
evenings 8:00-11:00 p.m. E.T., or mobile:
(248) 890-5700.
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The Atlantic Union Conference invites you to the , ..

Festival of the Laity SEEDS Conference

for Church Members, Leaders, and Pastors Who Equip

March 30 -April 1, 2012

Topics include:

mscipleshup Groups ™ Ginng Successial Bible Studies « ‘Preparmg for a Sucesstul Evagehistic Series

I 1 |} ]-\. e

Empowering Church Membegdor Ministry = Creating Healthy Churches « Steps (o Chureh Planting
i B

Adventism s Greabest Mead: The Holv Spint « Creatve Personal Evagelism = Mualti-Media Ministn

Location: 50+ Seminars in four languages:

: i1 ! : English « Espanol = Francas « Portugnes
Stamtord Marriott Hotel and S 4

2443 Tresser Blvd Registration Fees:
Stamford, Connecticat 06001 8130 before March 1, 2012
BO0-732-0689 {ask for Atlantic Union Conference Mecting) $145 March 2-22

Hotel Cost; $99 + tax per night (up 10 4 peoaple per room) %155 March 23-27

For more information and to register, visit www.plusline.org /events.php.
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