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“It is my prayer 

that we remain 

united, as the 

word ‘union’ 

suggests, and 

focus on the 

mission to 

which God has 

called us.”

God never changes — “Jesus Christ the same yesterday,  
and today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8.

In our world we experience changes. 
This is also true in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. On June 19, 

2016, at the Atlantic Union Conference 
Quinquennial Session in South 
Lancaster, Massachusetts, we experi-
enced major changes in the elected lead-
ership of our union.

The constituents of the Atlantic 
Union are extremely appreciative of the 
leadership given by Donald G. King, 
former president, Carlyle C. Simmons, 
former executive secretary, and Leon 
D. Thomassian, former treasurer. We 
are also very grateful for the dedicated 
and enthusiastic service given by Astrid 
Thomassian, former education director, 
and Ryan Simpson, former youth minis-
tries director.

As the new administrative officers, G. 
Earl Knight, president; Pierre O. Omeler, 
executive secretary; and Elias Zabala, 
Sr., treasurer, we are indebted to these 
dedicated men and this woman for their 
service of love and commitment to the 
cause of God. We will forever be grateful 
for the contributions they have made.

Along with the changes we expe-
rienced among the officers, Dionisio 
Olivo was reelected as Hispanic and 
Portuguese ministries vice president, 
Jose Joseph was elected as Haitian and 
African ministries vice president, Trevor 
Forbes was reelected as the undertrea-
surer, Jerrell Gilkeson was elected as the 
education director, Marlene Alvarez was 
elected as the education associate direc-
tor, and Andres Peralta was elected as 
the youth ministries director. 

The Atlantic Union Conference has 
experienced a radical change in its lead-
ership. Along with these changes come 
fears, concerns, and even disappoint-
ments. However, in the cause of God we 
must remember that He has the church 
in His hand and whenever we submit 
our lives to Him, He will always direct 
our paths. God, who is the same yes-
terday, today, and forever, never makes 
a mistake. He loves this church as His 
bride and will see us through to the end 
when the faithful will reap their reward.

As we move forward into the future, 
we face many uncertainties, but we serve 
a God who has led us in the past, is here 
with us in the present, and will continue 
to lead us into the future. As long as 
He is in the vessel, we can smile at the 
storms of life.

It is my prayer that we remain united, 
as the word “union” suggests, and focus 
on the mission to which God has called 
us. There is much to be done, and, as a 
team, we are ready to get to work and 
continue to fulfill the call of God to this 
church.

United we stand! The Pentecostal 
experience of Acts was the result of the 
unity of the disciples and the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. Let us be united with 
a common goal so that Pentecost will be 
repeated once again in our lifetime.

May God continue to bless us as we 
work together for His cause! 

G. Earl Knight is president of the Atlantic 
Union Conference and chairman of the 
Atlantic Union College Board of Trustees.

Change
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Leadership Changes
in the Atlantic Union Conference

The 30th constituency session of 
the Atlantic Union Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists 

convened on Sunday, June 19, in 
Machlan Auditorium on the campus 
of Atlantic Union College in Lancaster, 
Massachusetts. The theme for the 
session was “Faithful to the End.” 
Delegates from the six conferences in 
the Atlantic Union gathered to elect 
officers and committee members, and 
to receive reports on the work of the 
church in the Atlantic Union territory 
for the five-year term, 2011-2015.

Daniel Jackson, North American 
Division president, was the devotion-
al speaker for the session and he used 
1 Corinthians 3:16 and Acts 2:44-
48 as his scripture texts. Jackson 
reminded the delegates that Jesus is 
the one true north in the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church. “Until you can put 
Jesus in the center of your message, 
don’t preach it. We are all broken 
and in need of the Holy Spirit and 
the saving grace of the Holy Spirit. 
We must be the people that uphold 
Jesus,” Jackson said.

Delegates voted changes in admin-
istration and three new officers were 
elected to serve for the next five-year 
term: G. Earl Knight, president, 
coming from the Greater New York 
Conference, where he served as presi-
dent; Pierre O. Omeler, executive sec-
retary, formerly serving as Haitian and 
African Ministries vice president; and 
Elias Zabala, Sr., treasurer, coming 
from the New York Conference, where 
he served as president.

Other individuals elected to serve 
the Atlantic Union are Jose Joseph 
as Haitian and African ministries 
vice president, coming from the 

The five Atlantic Union Conference administrative officers who will serve for the 2016-2020 quinquennium are, from left, 
Dionisio Olivo, Hispanic and Portuguese ministries vice president; Pierre O. Omeler, executive secretary; G. Earl Knight, 
president; Elias Zabala, Sr., treasurer; and Jose Joseph, Haitian and African ministries vice president.

Marlene Alvarez, education associate director

Trevor Forbes, undertreasurer

Andres Peralta, youth ministries director

Jerrell Gilkeson, education director
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Atlantic Union Conference
Committee Members 2016-2020

Executive Committee
G. Earl Knight, chairperson
Pierre Omeler, secretary
Tina Advani, SNEC
Jose R. Alarcon, SNEC
John K. Amoah, SNEC
Henry Beras, GNYC
Jean Bernadotte, NEC
Will Comley, NYC
Miguel Crespo, NYC
Robert Cundiff, NNEC
Carveth DeLeon, NEC
Salvador Demallistre, NEC
David Dennis, SNEC
Oswald Euell, NEC
Yeury Ferreira, GNYC
Trevor Forbes, Union
Yves Francis, SNEC
J. Kendall Guy, NEC
Avis Hendrickson, AUC
Daniel Honoré, NEC
Theodore Huskins, NNEC
Jose Joseph, Union
Louisa Lacombe, NEC
Andy Lagredelle, GNYC
Bledi Leno, GNYC
Tiffany Llewlyn, NEC
Jong Phil Lyn, GNYC
Kenneth Manders, Bermuda
Laura Mayne, GNYC
Gladstone McLean, NEC
Dionisio Olivio, Union
Trevor Patton, GNYC
Myrtle Pickett, NEC
President, GNYC
President, NYC
Pollyanna Prosper-Barnes, NEC
Hector Ramos, NEC

Delores M. Richardson, NEC
Sheena Smith, Bermuda
Dwight Sommers, NNEC
Glorimar Teixeira, SNEC
W. DeJaun Tull, Bermuda
Elias Zabala, Sr., Union

Association Board
G. Earl Knight, chairperson
Pierre Omeler, secretary
Ebenezer Agboka, GNYC
Daniel Battin, NNEC
Edson Bovell, NEC
Priscilla English, NYC
Trevor Forbes, Union
Silas McKinney, AUC
Lester Primus, NEC
Lloyd Scharffenberg, GNYC
W. Aaron M. Spencer, Bermuda
Joel Tompkins, Jr., SNEC
Elias Zabala, Sr., Union

Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee
Pierre Omeler, chairperson
Edley Benoit, GNYC
Lawrence Brown, NEC
Miguel Crespo, NYC
David Deranmie, SNEC
Kay Edwards, NEC
Brian Holdipp, Bermuda
Donna Holland, NNEC
Hugh Langley, NYC
Steven Loring, NNEC
Roberto Reyna, AUC
Lloyd Scharffenberg, GNYC
W. DeJaun Tull, Bermuda
Don Winslow, SNEC

Northeastern Conference, where he 
served as Haitian Ministries coordi-
nator; Jerrell Gilkeson as education 
director, formerly serving as education 
associate director; Marlene Alvarez as 
education associate director, formerly 
serving as education assistant director 
and certification registrar; and Andres 
Peralta as youth ministries director, 
coming from the Greater New York 
Conference, where he served as youth 
ministries director.

Reelected to serve were Dionisio 
Olivo as Hispanic and Portuguese min-
istries vice president; and Trevor Forbes 
as undertreasurer. All other positions 
will be appointed by the newly-elected 
Atlantic Union Conference Executive 
Committee at its first meeting.

Reports were presented by the presi-
dent, secretary, and treasurer, as well as 
the Disabilities Ministries, Education, 
and Youth Ministries departments. All 
of the agenda items were completed 
by the delegates, including electing 
members to serve on the executive 
committee, the constitution and bylaws 
committee, and the association board. 
The delegates also voted minor changes 
to the constitution and bylaws.

The outgoing officers and the depart-
mental directors were recognized and 
thanked for their leadership and service 
to the Atlantic Union Conference. They 
were given the opportunity at the end 
of the session to share their thoughts 
with the delegates. Donald G. King, 
Carlyle C. Simmons, Leon and Astrid 
Thomassian, and Ryan Simpson all indi-
vidually thanked the delegates for allow-
ing them to serve and for their support 
over the years. The Thomassians are 
retiring, effective September 1.

Representatives from the North 
American Division who assisted with 
the proceedings were Daniel Jackson, 
president; G. Alexander Bryant, sec-
retary; Tom Evans, treasurer; Michael 
Jamieson, undertreasurer; Alvin 
Kibble, vice president; and R. Ernest 
Castillo, vice president.

The new team of administrators and 
departmental directors will face the 

challenge of moving forward with the 
work in the Atlantic Union made up 
of six conferences, with more than 
118,600 members who worship in 
584 churches and 69 companies; 54 
elementary schools, eight academies, 
one college; many community service 
centers, summer camp programs, a 

van ministry in the Greater New York 
area, and other entities in the Atlantic 
Union territory. 

Ednor A. P. Davison is assistant to the 
president for communication in the 
Atlantic Union Conference and editor of 
the Atlantic Union Gleaner.
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Outgoing Leaders Recognized

Donald G. King

Donald G. King served as president for more than 14 years and is the longest-serving 
president in the 115-year history of Atlantic Union Conference. His other responsibilities 
included serving as ministerial, evangelism, and publishing director, as well as chair of the 
Atlantic Union College Board of Trustees and the NY13 Steering Committee. Under King’s 
leadership the Atlantic Union logo and pins, Atlantic Union Adventist Media (AUAM), Let’s 
Connect LIVE, and the NETS Evangelism Center were introduced.

Leon D. Thomassian 
served as treasurer for 23 
years and is the longest-
serving treasurer in the 
115-year history of the 
Atlantic Union Conference. 
His other responsibilities 
included serving as 
stewardship and trust 
services director, office 

manager, and certified fraud specialist. He will retire 
effective September 1.

Carlyle C. Simmons 
served as executive 
secretary of the Atlantic 
Union Conference more 
than 15 years. His 
other responsibilities 
included serving as 
health ministries, human 
relations, and prayer 
ministries director, as well 

as chair of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee.
Carlyle C. Simmons Leon D. Thomassian

Ryan Simpson served 
as youth ministries 
director of the Atlantic 
Union Conference for one 
year. His responsibilities 
included emphasis on 
youth and young adult 
ministries, including public 
campus ministries. He also 
coordinated the Atlantic 

Union Pathfinder Camporee in May 2016.
Astrid Thomassian Ryan Simpson

Astrid Thomassian 
served as education director 
of the Atlantic Union 
Conference for 11 years. Her 
responsibilities included 
serving as children’s 
ministries and early 
childhood education and 
care director. She will retire 
effective September 1.

The following outgoing administrators and directors were acknowledged during the 30th Atlantic Union Conference 
Constituency Session on June 19 for their leadership and service in the Atlantic Union. See the May 2016 Gleaner for 
a full report of their work and accomplishments during the quinquennium.

The Atlantic Union Conference staff have been blessed by the presence of these individuals and their contributions as a 
part of the office team. There is no doubt that wherever Donald G. King, Carlyle C. Simmons, Leon D. Thomassian, Astrid 
Thomassian, and Ryan Simpson go from here, their ministry and witness will inspire others to look for the soon-coming 
Savior and King. They will be missed! 
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The theme that resonated at the Atlantic Union 
College Constituency Session through the devo-

tional and keynote address by Larry Blackmer, North 
American Division vice president for education, is “We 
Have This Hope!” The atmosphere was enlivened by the 
hope we have in Christ Jesus and the evidence that the 
beloved Atlantic Union College will continue to be in 
service to God and humanity.

The constituency meeting was held less than 24 
hours after G. Earl Knight, the new president for the 
Atlantic Union Conference, took office. He made a 
statement of support for Atlantic Union College.

Standard reports to the constituency were rendered, 
including the auditor’s report which showed the college 
to be in good financial standing.

Judging by the 145 delegates who were registered and 
in attendance at the start of the constituency meeting, 
and the show of support through the votes of accep-
tance of the reports, AUC is solidifying its place as a 
viable member of the Atlantic Union.

Atlantic Union College, the only college in the 
Atlantic Union, offers two degree programs and several 
certificate programs. Each career pathway, whether 
academic degree or certificate, is financially accessible 
through the low tuition costs. Students are encouraged 
to work part-time on or off campus and graduate with 
little to no debt.

Accreditation is a work in progress. In the process, 
at least one Articulation Agreement has been obtained; 

A Report of the Atlantic Union College 
Constituency Session

by Avis Hendrickson

Atlantic Union College
Board of Trustees 2016-2020

Denominational Employees
G. Earl Knight, chairperson
Avis Hendrickson, secretary
Bob Cundiff, NNEC
David Dennis, SNEC
Jerrell Gilkeson, Union
Daniel Honoré, NEC
Jose Joseph, Union
Kenneth Manders, Bermuda
Dionisio Olivo, Union
Pierre O. Omeler, Union
President, Greater New York

President, New York
Elias Zabala, Sr., Union

Lay Members
Clarence (Chip) Ates, SNEC
Mark Armstrong, GNYC
Pamela McKinney Brown, NYC
Rogerio Correa, GNYC
Ralph Dawkins, SNEC
Leacroft Green, NEC
Mary Meade-Montaque, SNEC
Raymond Sauls, SNEC

Ariel Schmidt, SNEC
Winston Silvera, NEC
Dwight Sommers, NNEC
Ralph Trecartin, NYC
Rosemary Tyrrell, Bermuda
Juliette Willoughby, SNEC

Alternates
Colette Dieujuste, NEC
Darryl Hammond, SNEC
Miles Merwyn, NNEC

although the goal is to increase the number. Students 
will be able to start at AUC at a discounted tuition and 
transfer to another college to complete a degree of their 
choice, if they are not able to complete it at AUC.

New members were elected to the board of trust-
ees which includes 27 members with three alternates. 
“Trustees are to reflect the institution’s priorities in 
their deliberations and are to secure human and finan-
cial resources that enable the college’s long-term stabil-
ity and growth”—Atlantic Union College Board Policy 
Manual, Adopted November 17, 2013, p. 4.

The bylaws committee was also voted. Added to the 
committee are three advisors and one alternate.

Atlantic Union College’s birth was an act of faith, 
and it continues to be effort based in faith. The sus-
tainability of AUC is dependent on the constituency. 
Where is your faith?

Dates to Remember: 
• Student Orientation is Thursday, August, 25-28 2016.

• Convocation and Graduation Ceremony for the 
Certificate Program students is Sunday, August 28, 2016.

• Degree Program classes start Monday, August 29, 2016.

Registration is currently open. 

Avis Hendrickson is president of Atlantic Union College.
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[adventist youth ministries on the move]

Although there were tough times in 
my academic career, I kept moving for-
ward because I knew I didn’t want the 
life I lived as a child to be my future. I 
also had my awesome mom to always 
remind me that she didn’t want that for 
me either, so succeeding in school was 
very important to me.

God was always there for me in the 
past and still is now. I thank Him for 
all He has blessed me with thus far in 
life. All those times I wondered where 
our next meal would come from, God 
provided; just like He provided me 
with the amazing opportunity to fur-
ther my education in college. Since 
I’m the only Seventh-day Adventist in 
my family, God knows how impor-

tant attending an Adventist college is to me. Unfortunately, 
Adventist colleges are not cheap, so for the past few years I 
wasn’t sure how I was going to make it there. Thankfully, 
my worries were quieted when I received a letter in May 
informing me that I had won the scholarship.

I attended the ceremony at the State House in Boston to 
receive the scholarship. As I sat in The Great Hall surround-
ed by my friends and family, I thought about how getting to 
where I am today wasn’t easy, but never impossible.

I was sitting there that day to celebrate one of my greatest 
achievements because I had a desire to learn from my hard-
ships and use them to do positive things. Through these 
hardships, God showed me that He will always be there; 
providing me with what I need at the right times. 

Hannah Knowles is a junior at South Lancaster Academy.

This past January, I was given 
the opportunity to apply 
for the Christian A. Herter 

Memorial Scholarship Award. This 
scholarship is given to a total of 25 stu-
dents who have persevered academical-
ly despite having socioeconomic back-
grounds and environmental conditions 
that could have hindered them from 
attaining their educational goals.

The scholarship covers 50 percent 
of college expenses and can go toward 
any college or university in the U.S. 
that the student chooses. This scholar-
ship is an incredible blessing, and I’d 
like to share how my upbringing led to 
me being eligible for this financial aid.

I grew up in the projects in Clinton, 
Massachusetts. When I was a kid, it was always just my 
mom and me. My mom and dad are both schizophrenics, 
and when I was young my father left my mother, so she had 
to raise me by herself. Despite her mental illness, she really 
did an awesome job raising me. Unfortunately, she was not 
always able to keep us financially stable. Growing up, I grew 
accustomed to not knowing where our next meal would come 
from, or whether or not our shower would have hot water.

In addition to these financial issues, I often found myself 
having to take on the role as the parent due to my mom’s 
illness. Eventually, I wasn’t able to continue living with my 
mom and, in 2012, at the age of 13, I moved in with my 
aunt and uncle. Adapting to a different setting also proved 
to be a challenge. However, if there are two things that kept 
me going as a child, they were God and school.

School was my escape. I looked forward to taking my 
curiosity to the next level in the classroom every day. 

How God Paid for My College

Hannah Knowles applied for and was awarded the Christian 
A. Herter Memorial Scholarship that will cover 50 percent of 
her college expenses.
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2016Eight students from the eight academies in the 
Atlantic Union are the recipients of the 2016 
Caring Heart Award. The Caring Heart Award for 

Christian Service was established to give recognition to 
students attending Adventist academies who have “dem-
onstrated a personal commitment to active participatory 
service and witnessing activities and programs.”

Students in their junior or senior year are nominated 
by staff members, pastors/campus chaplains, student 

leaders, or the school’s witnessing/outreach coordinators. 
The final screening and selection is made by a committee 
at the individual’s school.

The award is given along with all other scholarships 
and awards that are presented during graduation week-
end at the school. Each recipient receives a scholarship 
award of $500 and a plaque.

Congratulations to the 2016 Caring Heart Award winners.

Caring Heart Award Recipients

Nikholas Roach
Junior
Bermuda Institute

Justin Abramowicz
Senior
Greater Boston Academy

Jeremiah Davis
Senior
Greater New York Academy

Norman Alexander Brown
Senior
South Brooklyn Academy

Maurice Maitland, Jr.
Senior
Northeastern Academy

Olivia Oliveira
Junior
Pine Tree Academy

DeAnna N. Brown
Senior
South Lancaster Academy

Jonathan Daniel Baker
Senior
Union Springs Academy
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The Bermuda Conference 
celebrated camp meeting 

2016 as one like no other. 
The theme for the 10-day 
series was “Higher Ground.” 
Each message was Spirit-
filled and pointed members 
to higher ground.

Each day began at 6:30 
a.m. with Early Morning 
Manna. Speakers included 
Jessie Wilson, Oakwood 
University assistant professor 
of religion; Andre Anderson 
from Toronto, Canada, and 
speaker for the second half 
of the youth and young adult 
ministries camp meeting; 
Stanley James, a physician 
who holds a master’s degree 
in theology; and Carlyle C. 
Simmons, outgoing Atlantic 
Union Conference executive 
secretary.

Speakers for the adult 
camp meeting included 
Ainsworth Keith Morris, 
Goshen Temple church 
pastor in New York; and 
Charles Wesley Knight, 
Oakwood University 
professor of religion and 
theology. Donald Rolle, 
hospital chaplain and youth 
evangelist in New York; and 
Andre Anderson, Toronto 
East church associate pastor, 
shared the love of Jesus with 
the youth and young adults. 
The children’s ministries 
maintained attendance 
during the week with about 
50 children, but swelled to 
near 150 on Sabbaths.

Donald G. King, 
outgoing Atlantic Union 
Conference president, and 
his wife, Lois, Atlantic 
Union Conference women’s 
ministries director; and 
Carlyle C. Simmons, and 
his wife, Marilyn, were 
recognized for their service 
to the Atlantic Union.

Music for camp meeting, 

organized by Simona Mills-
Pitcher, Bermuda Conference 
music ministries director, 
included guests from the U.S., 
Neville Peter and Beverly 
Burton, along with local 
artists, including praise teams, 
a combined praise choir, and 
various musical groups from 
around the island.

The prayer ministries 
team, under the direction 
of Michelle Hill, Bermuda 
Conference prayer ministries 
director, was visible on the 
grounds of the camp. Team 

members wore shirts with 
the words, “Need Prayer?” 
A designated prayer room 
provided a quiet venue for 
those who wished to pray 
before, during, and after the 
nightly services.

A special Adventist 
Community Services 
conference, conducted 
by Sung Kwon, North 
American Division 
Adventist Community 

Services executive 
director, was held in 
the adult pavilion on 
Monday through Friday 
evenings. Kwon encouraged 
members to get involved in 
community service.

At the conclusion of 
camp meeting, thanks 
was expressed to Kenneth 
Manders, Bermuda 
Conference president, and 
the administrators, for the 
inspirational time they 
shared. On Sunday following 
the close of camp meeting 

2016, members and friends 
enjoyed fellowship at the 
annual Bermuda Conference 
picnic at Shelly Bay Beach.

Camp Meeting 
Streamed Live
For the first time in the 
conference’s history, camp 
meeting services were 
streamed live. Beginning 
with Early Morning Manna, 
on Sabbath, June 25, 

and going forward, every 
service was broadcast via 
the livestream site, www.
bdacampmeeting.org.

The picture was clear 
and bright, thanks to the 
new technician, Michael 
Simmons, a graduate of 
Atlantic Union College, who 
operates the conference’s 
redesigned Web site www.
adventistbermuda.org. He 
worked tirelessly to get 
the camp meeting page up 
and running.

Thanks to the webmaster, 
Michael Simmons; ATV staff, 
Barry Richardson and Steve 
Ingham; audio coordinator, 
Steve Easton; and video 
coordinator, J.D. Virgil, and 
the camera personnel, who 
assisted in making the live 
streaming a success.

—D. Randolph Wilson, communication 
director, Bermuda Conference

Camp Meeting Points Members to Higher Ground

The Bermuda 
Conference camp 
meeting choir sings 
during the worship 
service.

Ainsworth Keith Morris, Goshen 
Temple church pastor, speaks for 
the worship service at the Bermuda 
Conference camp meeting.

Charles Wesley Knight, Oakwood 
University professor of religion and 
theology, speaks for the worship 
service at the Bermuda Conference 
camp meeting.

The Bermuda Institute auditorium is full for the worship service 
at camp meeting 2016. 

“For the first 

time, camp 

meeting 

services were 

streamed live.”
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One hundred and twenty-
one pastors and educa-

tors received cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR) 
training during Northeastern 
Conference’s spring work-
ers meeting at Camp Victory 
Lake on April 5. The course 
was conducted by New York 
career emergency medi-
cal technician (EMT) Ellis 
Joseph, who serves as a local 
elder at the First Rosedale 
Mission in New York, along 
with several of his col-
leagues. “We are training not 
only to save souls, we are 
training to save lives,” said 
Daniel Honoré, Northeastern 
Conference president.

In addition to getting 
practical hands-on training, 
the workers were trained to 
perform abdominal thrusts, 
used to save choking vic-
tims; and on the proper use 
of a defibrillator to deliver an 
electric shock to someone in 
cardiac arrest. The partici-
pants received certification 
from the American Heart 
Association at the comple-
tion of the training. Pastors 
are now better prepared to 
handle certain emergency 
situations in their church 
should the need arise.

—Communication department, 
Northeastern Conference

Pastors and Educators Receive CPR Training

Pastors and educators practice cardiopulmonary resuscitation at Northeastern Conference’s 
spring workers meeting.

On Sunday June 26, 2016, the newly-elected Northeastern 
Conference Executive Committee met to select confer-

ence departmental directors who will serve for the next 
quadrennium. The following individuals were elected by the 
executive committee to serve for the next four-year term.

Coordinators
• Franco-Haitian Ministries: Japhet St. Louis

• Hispanic Ministries: Hector Ramos

Departmental Directors
• Assistant to the President for Communication: 

JeNean Lendor

• Adventist Book Center: Stacy Gordon-Dally

• Adventist Community Services: Fitzgerald Kerr

• Education: Viola Chapman

• Family Ministries: Pollyanna Prosper-Barnes and Baldwin 
Barnes

• Health Ministries: Leroy Daley

• Ministerial: Ainsworth Joseph

• Personal Ministries: Kendall Guy

• Religious Liberty and Trust Services: Lawrence Brown

• Sabbath School: Pablo Huerfano

• Stewardship: Ferron Francis

• Women’s Ministries: Mireille St. Pierre

• Youth Ministries: David McKenzie

The Northeastern Conference serves more than 56,700 
members who worship in 181 churches and 22 companies, 
15 elementary schools, two academies, many community 
service centers, the Camp Victory Lake summer camp pro-
gram, and other entities in the states of Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont.

—Communication department, Northeastern Conference

Conference Executive Committee Votes Departmental Directors

The Northeastern Conference office is located in Jamaica, New York.
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It was the dream of the 
New York Southern Asia 

church members to plant a 
new church in Richmond 
Hill. Richmond Hill is dom-
inated by Sikhs and Hindu 
communities from India, as 
well as Urdu and Punjabi-
speaking communities 
from Pakistan. It’s a great 
challenge to reach these 
communities with the three 
angels’ messages. However, 
it is the members’ belief and 
faith that this unreachable 
task is and will be possible 
only by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Samuel Masih, New 
York Southern Asia church 
pastor, along with his wife, 
Kamla, started visiting a few 
families in the Richmond 
Hill area of New York. They 
met with Luke Chand, who 
was in the hospital in critical 
condition. His daughter, 
Simmy Charlotte, a lab 
technician, met Masih in 
a health center in Jamaica, 
Queens. She asked the 
pastor to visit and pray for 
her father. Masih accepted 
the request and continuously 

visited the family and gave 
them regular Bible studies. 
After many prayers, Chand 
recuperated from his illness 
and, as a result, they showed 
a keen interest in being a 
part of the remnant church.

The second family, 
Darshan Singh, was intro-
duced to the truth while he 
was doing some construc-
tion work at Masih’s house. 
He invited the pastor to 
visit his family in Richmond 

Hill. Masih gladly accepted 
the invitation and kept 
visiting them consistently. 
Meanwhile, Singh and his 
wife, Anju, introduced 
Masih to a few families from 
Pakistan who lived in their 
neighborhood.

During this period, 
Anthony J. Rodriguez, 
pastor of Richmond Hill 
Spanish church met Masih 
during workers meeting 
at the Greater New York 
Conference office. They 
were designated prayer 
partners. After the meeting, 
they discussed how they 
could work in collaboration 
to spread the three angels’ 
messages. They discussed 
various means and methods. 
Finally, they agreed on start-
ing a Hindi class that would 
enable others to learn the 
language and eliminate lan-
guage barriers to reach these 
communities. Kamla Masih 
agreed to teach the Hindi 
class on a volunteer basis.

On April 16, the new 
church foundation was 
laid with the support of 
the mother church and its 
members. The members of 
the mother church handed 

lit candles to the new 
church members, symbol-
izing the spreading of the 
truth and shining for Jesus 
Christ. Three weeks into the 
progression of the church 
and with the continuous 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
three people, Darshan 
Singh, his wife, Anju, and 
Santokh Singh happily and 
willing accepted the teach-
ings of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and were 
baptized on May 7. This 
special Sabbath was cel-
ebrated in the presence of 
the mother church members 
and the outgoing Greater 
New York Conference presi-
dent, G. Earl Knight.

This is only the begin-
ning and many more people 
have yet to accept and 
know the truth. The church 
members request continued 
prayers for the mission so 
that many more people may 
be ready for the great day 
when Jesus comes.

—Malvika Samuel, communication 
director, New York Southern Asia church

Richmond Southern Asian Church Planted in Richmond Hill, 
New York

Members of the New York Southern Asia church hand off lit candles to the new Richmond Southern Asian church members.

Pictured are, from left, Samuel Masih, New York Southern Asia church pastor; outgoing Greater New York 
Conference president G. Earl Knight; and newly-baptized members Santokh Singh and Darshan Singh.
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Calling All Greater New York 
Academy Alumni!

Please join us for our 95th Anniversary Reunion

Honoring classes ending in 0 and 5

Friday, October 7–Sunday, October 9, 2016

Beginning with a Welcome Table supper at 6:00 p.m.

For details and hotel information, contact us: 
on Facebook on “Greater Nya”, or 

via e-mail at alumni@gnyacademy.org, 
or call GNYA at (718) 639-1752

On May 28, the Ebenezer 
church in Brooklyn, 

New York, began a three-
week evangelistic series 
entitled “Operation Rescue.” 
The meetings were held 
under the leadership of 
Daniel Duffis, pastor of 
the Patchogue Spanish, 
East Hampton Spanish, 
Hamptons Spanish, and 
Riverhead churches; Errol 
Stoddart, pastor of the 
Church of the Oranges; and 
Lincoln M. Smith, pastor of 
Ebenezer church.

The series resulted in 22 
baptisms, and on June 18 
the newly-baptized mem-
bers received the right hand 
of fellowship.

The celebrations were 
capped by the Black 
Ministers Association-
sponsored “Preach Out,” 
where fellow pastors Gregory 
Carrol, Shalom church; 
Hubert Wilkie, Queens 
Faith church; and Andy 
Lagredelle, Ephése French 
and Sychar French churches, 

“Operation Rescue” Declared a Success

reminded the rank and file 
that this battle may be won, 
but the war continues. They 
also reminded the members 
that they cannot lay their 
arms down, cannot become 
complacent, but they must 
press forward for the mark 

Errol Stoddart, pastor of the Church of the 
Oranges in New Jersey, speaks during the 
“Operation Rescue” series.

Daniel Duffis, pastor of the Patchogue 
Spanish, East Hampton Spanish, Hamptons 
Spanish, and Riverhead churches, speaks 
during the “Operation Rescue” series.

—Zinee Frederick, Ebenezer church 
communication director

Ph
oto

s: 
An

dr
e A

tki
ns

on

of the high calling in Christ 
Jesus until they all receive 
their crowns.

Lincoln Smith, pastor of the Ebenezer church, baptizes Deyna Thompson, one of 22 who were baptized as a result of the “Operation Rescue” 
evangelistic series.
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A Gift from God for the Utica International Church School

It started with a need. The Utica 
International church in New York 

had many children that needed a 
Christian school, but there were 
no funds, no teacher, and no help. 
Because many of the potential stu-
dents were from another country, 
there were also language barriers 
and minimal resources.

Recognizing the need for heaven-
ly guidance, the church leadership 
decided to present their burden to 
God. And so, after much prayer, a 
group of church members moved 
forward with plans for the school. 
The church facility had rooms that 
could be used for a classroom, and 
students were available, but they 
needed a mission-minded teacher 
and much-needed funds. Prayers 
for these items rose to heaven. Soon 
funds began to trickle into the 
school for these needs.

Three years later, there is a thriv-
ing school with 30 students in 
attendance and a highly dedicated 
mission-minded teacher, aide, and 
volunteers. The church has rec-

ognized this school as a mission 
ground, and has made the school 
its number-one priority. Not only 
has a mission-minded teacher 
been found, but the church con-
tinues to prayerfully find ways to 
enhance the educational program 
of the school. To this end, a set of 
handbells has been added to the 
inventory of the school. The chil-

dren are able to use music to bless 
the congregation that has blessed 
them. When God has a plan, He 
places burdens on the hearts of His 
people. As they follow, God opens 
the door to do marvelous things.

—Becky Dombroski, member, Utica 
International church

Students are thriving in Utica International church school’s enhanced educational program.

The Joy of Troy church 
in Troy, New York, was 

officially added to the New 
York State and National 
Registers of Historic Places. 
The church was chosen after 
waiting more than two years 
since submitting an applica-
tion in January 2014.

On March 24, New York 
governor Andrew Cuomo 
announced that the Joy of 
Troy church building would 
be one of 19 buildings 
nominated to be listed on 
the historic registers. The 
members were notified of 
their acceptance onto the 
state registry in May, and 
official notification from the 
national registry arrived the 
following month.

In 2006, Hugh Langley, 
former Joy of Troy first elder 
and now lay pastor, saw a 
news story about a Methodist 
congregation putting one 
of their two churches up 
for sale. Langley immedi-
ately contacted the church 
to inquire. “We only had 36 
members at the time and the 
Methodist pastor felt it would 
be a big stretch for such a 
small group,” Langley recalls.

Their initial bid was 
rejected. Undeterred, Langley 
drafted a proposal to the 
church’s pastor stating their 
belief in God’s miracles and 
asked them to reconsider. 
“[The pastor] told us ‘miracles 
don’t happen anymore,’ ” says 
Langley. Several months later, 

the Methodist pastor contacted 
Langley. A group was inter-
ested in purchasing the build-
ing and utilizing it for another 
purpose, but the congregation 
wanted the church to continue 
to be used as a place of wor-
ship. They wanted to see if Joy 
of Troy was still interested in 
purchasing the property. Joy 
of Troy purchased and occu-
pied the church in 2007.

Originally built in 1849 as 
the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Lansingburgh, a 
rear extension to the build-
ing was added in 1875 and 
additional updates were com-
pleted in 1903. The listing on 
the state and national historic 
registers provides eligibility 
for the Joy of Troy congrega-

tion to apply for, and receive 
matching state and federal 
grants and loans for restora-
tion and rehabilitation to the 
Greek-revival style church.

—Annette Barnes, elder and Sabbath 
School superintendent, Joy of Troy church

Joy of Troy Church Added to State and National Historic Registers

The Joy of Troy church has been added to 
the New York State and National Registers of 
Historic Places.
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The annual New York 
Conference Retiree 

Dinner was held during 
camp meeting at the Union 
Springs Academy gymnasi-
um on June 28. This annual 
banquet is held to honor and 
appreciate retirees who con-
tribute so much to the New 
York Conference.

In 2015 the retirees com-
pleted a successful fund-
raiser at the dinner, raising 
$5,000 to refurbish the 
Union Springs Academy cha-
pel. This year the focus was 
on the needs of the academy 
students. The new academy 
development director, Janica 
Caster, reminded the attend-
ees that this is the academy’s 
95th year in operation, and 
that there are many students 
who would love to attend 
but are in need of sponsors.

Many people showed their 
support of the retirees by 
working hard to contribute to 

this event and make it a suc-
cess. Chef Norman Tagalog 
outdid himself with a gour-
met Mexican meal. His wife, 
Andrea Starr-Tagalog, deco-
rated the gym. Much-loved 
former New York Conference 
pastor and youth director 
Mike Ortel attended, and 
gave an inspiring presentation 
encouraging practical, loving 
Christianity.

New York Conference Retirees Honored

Beautiful music abounded. 
Jacob Crespo sang special 
music and academy students 
provided instrumental back-
ground music for the dinner. 
Pastors and academy staff 
willingly gave their time 
to set up the tables, chairs, 
and stage. The New York 
Conference Trust Services 
Department sponsored and 
planned the event. The 

attendance was record-
breaking as 130 people 
signed up to attend.

They may not realize it, but 
the retirees of the New York 
Conference, by their exam-
ple, support, and contribu-
tions, are making a difference 
for future generations.

—Nancy Whitens, trust services 
director, New York Conference

New York Conference retirees attend a banquet held in their honor.

Westvale Church Celebrates Nurses

The Westvale church in Syracuse, 
New York, held its annual 

Sabbath service in celebration of 
nurses on the last Sabbath of May, 
keeping it close to the nationally 
celebrated Nurses’ Week in honor 
of Florence Nightingale, the founder 
of nursing. This year many visi-
tors were present, including several 
nurses, two medical doctors, and 
a nun who teaches Ethics at the 
College of Nursing at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Syracuse, New York.

Daniel Deinhart, a registered 
nurse (R.N.) from St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, was the guest speaker. 
During his many years of service, 
Deinhart worked in both the post 
anesthesia care unit and the medi-
cal intensive care unit. He is certi-
fied as a critical care R.N.

Deinhart spoke about personal 
experiences he had caring for 
patients in which he felt drawn 
close to God. He ended his talk 

by remind-
ing the nurses 
of Matthew 
25:40 (NIV): 
“Whatever you 
did for one 
of the least of 
these brothers 
and sisters of 
mine, you did 
for me.”

Following 
his talk, each 
nurse and nurse’s aide was invited 
to the front for a special dedica-
tion. Each received a flower that 
was donated by the River Edge 
Greenhouses in Baldwinsville, 
New York. Each nurse and nurse’s 
aide also received a pen and book-
mark from the church’s Health 
Ministries department.

Joan Payne, Westvale church’s 
Health Ministries leader, presented 
a sermon entitled “The Personal 

Touch.” She told the listeners not to 
let technology take over their lives, 
but to maintain a personal touch 
with others and to have a personal 
faith/touch relationship with God.

Following the worship service, 
visitors were invited to stay for 
lunch. There were many positive 
comments from the visitors, indi-
cating that they enjoyed the service.

—Health Ministries department, Westvale church

Seong Cho, Westvale church’s pastor, kneeling left, offers the dedication prayer for the nurses.
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From May 1 to June 1 of 
this year, my son Beniah 

and I rode our bicycles 
across the U.S. We started 
our ride by dipping our rear 
tires in the Pacific Ocean 
at Bay Center, Washington, 
then took the “northern 
tier” route through 13 states 
to Camden, Maine, where 
we dipped our front tires 
in the Atlantic Ocean. The 
trip was some 3,500 miles 
in length. It was a fascinat-
ing, beautiful, challenging, 
unforgettable trip and God 
was our riding partner. I 
know He was along, because 
He directly answered prayers 
three times (that I know of), 
and I want to tell you about 
those times.

The second time God 
directly answered prayers 
was, like the first time, in 
Montana (see July 2016 
Gleaner). Montana was 
without a doubt the toughest 
state in our ride. The roads 
are narrow with little or no 
shoulder, the speed limits are 
very high, and the whole of 
the state has either moun-
tainous or hilly terrain. And 
then there was the wind. The 
entire reason we rode from 
west-to-east was to ride with 
the statistically-prevailing 
winds. The gambit failed, 
and we had headwinds 
through all of Montana.

Headwinds are a very 
big deal for cyclists. A 
headwind of, say, 15 mph 
makes a cyclist work much 
harder while going much 
slower. On our fourth day in 
sparsely populated Montana 
(it took us five days to cross 
the state), we made 70 of 
the 120 miles for the day by 
our 1:00 p.m. lunch. After 
lunch, riding got much more 
difficult as the wind came 

up and steadily became 
stronger and stronger until 
it was blowing at some 30 
mph and hitting us at an 
angle about 20 degrees off 
center. We were working 
mightily, and consuming 
our precious water very 
quickly, but we were only 
making some five miles per 
hour against the wind.

By five o’clock we were 
exhausted. We were also 
eight hours away from the 
hotel at the current pace, 

which was a big problem, as 
temperatures were supposed 
to drop into the low 30s 
that night and snow flurries 
were forecast. We simply 
weren’t equipped for that 
kind of weather. We could 
turn around and head back 
to a rest stop some 30 miles 
behind us and sleep on the 
concrete floor, but we’d have 
to fight the wind every inch 
of the way all over again the 
next day and we wouldn’t be 
able to eat. The option was 
a completely demoralizing 

one. Another option was to 
keep going and hope to get 
to our hotel, now about 40 
miles away, by 3:00 a.m. But 
temps were already in the 
low 40s and our respect for 
hypothermia was too fresh 
and too strong to make that 
a tempting option.

Still thinking about our 
situation, we crested a hill 
and the wind blew even 
more strongly. I stopped my 
bike and called for Beniah to 
do the same. I told him that 

the only way to get to our 
hotel was to try and hitch a 
ride in one of the few pick-
ups that traversed the road. 
It was something neither of 
us wanted to do, since we 
were supposed to be riding 
across the U.S., not hitching 
across it. Beniah hesitated, 
then agreed.

Beniah wanted to keep 
riding while we waited for 
trucks to come. I resisted 
his sensible suggestion, 
inexplicably preferring to 
stay right where we were. 

And while I stood, I prayed. 
I asked God to send us 
someone who would take 
us to Jordan, Montana. I 
also asked that the person 
he sent be a Christian that I 
could encourage. We waited 
about 20 minutes in that 
wind for a truck to stop. 
Three passed us, but none 
even slowed. Finally an SUV 
stopped just to make sure 
we were OK, but they were 
so full of kids and gear, 
there was no hope of getting 

a ride. We waited another 
15 minutes without seeing 
any traffic. Beniah was urg-
ing me to start riding again 
and I was resisting—though 
I didn’t know why—when 
we saw a pickup headed 
toward us. The problem 
was, it was headed the 
wrong direction. About 
1,000 feet before it reached 
us, it turned off the road, 
turned around, and parked.

The pickup just sat there. 
After a minute, I told Beniah 
to go ask the driver if he 

On My Bike Across America, God Answered My Prayers Three 
Times (At Least), Part 2 of 3

Beniah Christiansen, lying in the grass on the right, rests on the side of the road in Montana.
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would take us to Jordan, 
though I had little optimism. 
Beniah rode to the truck, 
then a few moments later 
waved at me and started tak-
ing the packs off his bike—a 
sure sign that he was going 
to put his bike in the back 
of the pickup. When we 
were on the road, I talked to 
the driver and what I found 
out was amazing. His name 

was Monte and he was my 
age, which is to say mid-
50s. Monte was an honest-
to-goodness horse-riding 
cowboy, who worked on the 
range driving cattle. He had 
driven to that spot near us 
because it was the only place 
in 30 miles where he could 
get a cell signal. He was 
happy to take us to Jordan 
and, most important of all, 

he had become a Christian 
about two years before and 
had very little fellowship out 
on the range.

Monte and I had a fan-
tastic conversation all the 
way into Jordan, and he 
told me of a couple things 
that he needed prayer for. 
We prayed, and I told him I 
would continue to pray for 
him every day of the ride. I 

prayed for him daily and the 
day after the ride ended, I 
called him and told him so. 
Monte and I stay in touch, 
and who knows how the 
Lord will use that relation-
ship. What I do know is 
that He answers prayers and 
turns troubles into blessings.

—Scott Christiansen, communication 
director, Northern New England 
Conference

Bordoville: Steep Yourself in Adventist History

The Bordoville Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is—as far as 

is known—the oldest purpose-built 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
existence, and on September 24 
members and guests will hold the 
church’s 152nd annual meeting.

The meeting consists of Sabbath 
School, church, potluck, and after-
noon activities for those who are 
interested, including, of course, the 
actual official meeting that is part 
of the Bordoville church tradition. 
Bordoville church is in northern 
Vermont, and all who wish to 
attend are welcome.

When the term “purpose-built” 
is used, it means that the building 
was constructed specifically for the 
purpose of using it as a Seventh-
day Adventist church, as opposed 
to, say, buying an existing church 
building and holding services in it.

Bordoville’s annual meeting is 
always a popular event and cars line 
the dirt country road in front of the 
church for some distance on this 
high Sabbath. Featured speakers are 
always excellent and this year is no 
different, with Michael Campbell 
coming from the Philippines, where 
he is a theological professor at the 
Asia Adventist Seminary at the 
Adventist International Institute of 
Advanced Studies (AIIAS).

The potluck lunch is served 
outside underneath canopies, and 
those who attend are asked to bring 
a vegetarian dish “ready to serve” 
so that all can be fed. The address 

of the Bordoville Adventist Church 
is 6941 Chester A Arthur Road, 
Enosburg, Vermont.

—Communication staff, Northern New England 
Conference
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All over Boston, Seventh-
day Adventist churches 

have been hosting seminars 
to teach lay members how to 
do Bible work.

Attendees learn how to 
follow-up on leads, how to 
engage people who are inter-
ested in studying the Bible, 
how to go through a les-
son with them, how to call 
people to make decisions 
for Christ, and much more. 
With the “reaping meetings” 
coming up in October, hav-
ing trained laity is crucial to 
preparing the soil.

Compassion Boston has 
partnered with It Is Written 
for this fall’s evangelistic 
effort. John Bradshaw will 
be in Boston October 14-29, 
preaching a prophecy 
series entitled “Revelation 
Today.” In advance of these 
meetings, It Is Written has 
mailed thousands of cards to 
Boston-area neighborhoods, 
offering free Bible studies to 
anyone interested—and the 
returned cards requesting 
studies have been pouring 
in. The handful of full-
time Bible workers could 
never find time to study 
with all the interests, and 
that’s where these Bible 
work lay trainees have 
been instrumental.

Highlighted are some 
brief stories from three of 
the most recent Bible work 
lay training sessions, as told 
by the full-time Compassion 
Boston Bible workers, 
who helped to facilitate 
the programs.

On the weekend of April 
29-31, Compassion Boston 
partnered with NETS 
Express (netsatlanticunion.
org) to host a Spanish-
language Bible work train-
ing at the Salem Hispanic 

church in Roxbury, 
Massachusetts.

“The training with the 
Hispanic community went 
really well,” said Crystal 
Phillips, a Compassion 
Boston Bible worker and 
wife of Jack Phillips, the 
Bible Work program coor-
dinator for Compassion 
Boston. “They were so open 

and welcoming toward our 
team. They offered us warm 
drinks and cake after the 
training was over. They 
really made us feel at home, 
which is what they’ll do for 
any new church member. 
They were so eager to learn, 
and enjoyed practicing the 
Bible-study skills we shared 
with them.”

“Carmen* and I clicked,” 
said Karen Matambo of 
another young adult who 
attended the training. 
Matambo is also a full-time 
Compassion Boston Bible 
worker. “Apart from her 
grandmother, Carmen is the 
only Adventist in her fam-
ily. During the training, she 
sensed that God was calling 
her to be a missionary. She 
wanted to do something in 
service to the Lord, so she 
signed up to go on Bible 
studies with us.

“The following Tuesday 
morning she was sitting 
in a Bible study with me. 
Carmen clicked so well 
with Jane,* and the Holy 
Spirit touched all our hearts 
during the study. After the 
study, Carmen and I went 
to visit a lady who sent in 
a request for Bible studies. 
She wasn’t at home, but her 

Spanish-speaking neighbor 
was. Carmen spoke with her 
for a few moments, told her 
that we studied the Bible 
with people in the commu-
nity, then signed the woman 
up for studies!

“We thought we simply met 
so we could be friends, but 
God had bigger plans. Any 
other day, with my limited 
Spanish, I would not have 
been able to connect with this 
Spanish-speaking woman, 
but God sent Carmen on His 
errand. Carmen was willing 
to let God use her and God 
had someone He specifically 
wanted her to reach.”

The next training was held 
at the Cambridge church 
in Medford, Massachusetts, 
May 13-15—another part-
nership with NETS Express.

While at the training, 
Matambo met a woman from 
Boston Temple church who 
had seen the announce-
ments about the training 
and decided to attend. “She 
came the first night, was 
really inspired to participate, 
came all three days and even 
brought her husband with 
her,” said Matambo.

“As we got to know each 
other a little, Jane* told me 
that she wasn’t Adventist 
before. She was introduced 
to the faith when she mar-

ried her husband, who is 
Adventist. From there she 
accepted the truths, was 
baptized, and now says she 
has a testimony to share 
that she can use to encour-
age others.

“For Jane, the training was 
the perfect opportunity to 
learn how to effectively share 
what God has done for her 
and point others to Jesus. 
God is calling so many 
people to join in His work, 
and it’s encouraging to meet 
people like Jane and her 
husband, who have heard 
God’s voice and are answer-
ing His call.”

Seventh-day Adventist Churches Host Seminars on How to Do 
Bible Work

Members participate in the Spanish-language 
Bible work training session at the Salem 
Hispanic church.

Members participate in the French-language Bible work training at Camp Winnekeag.
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Several Haitian churches 
in the Boston area, led 
by Yves Francis, pastor 
of the Bethesda, Ephesus 
Haitian, and Sinai churches, 
joined together to host a 
weekend-long training at 
Camp Winnekeag—room 
and board included. “The 
Haitian community was 
a joy to be around,” said 
Crystal Phillips. “Watching 
them sing, their voices were 
filled with vibrance and 
joy. They really persevered 
through the training. It 
was in the 80s on the day 
we trained with them and 
there was no air conditioner. 
We relied on fans that only 
reached certain parts of the 
room. Nevertheless, every-
one stayed for all three por-
tions of the training. They 
were so appreciative that 
we came and were eager to 
know more.”

Jack Phillips reports 
that upcoming training 
includes a program at the 
Stoneham Korean church 
on August 13, and training 
with STRIDE in the sum-
mer. They’re also work-
ing on another training 
with the Haitian group in 
August and another English 
training weekend, as well. 
You can learn more about 
Compassion Boston and how 
to volunteer to help with 
the Boston-area Bible work 
at www.compassionboston.
org/biblework, or sign up for 
our newsletter to find out 
about upcoming opportuni-
ties to learn and volunteer, 
and to read more Bible 
worker stories.

—Olivia Ruiz-Knott, communication 
manager, Compassion Boston

*Not their real names.

SLA ALumni Weekend

October 7-9, 2016

Friday: 3:00 p.m. - Registration

 7:30 p.m. - Vespers, College Church

Sabbath: 9:30 a.m. - Sabbath School

 11:00 a.m. - Church

 1:00 p.m. - Lunch

 3:00 p.m. - Class Meetings

 5:30 p.m. - Vespers

 7:30 p.m. - Supper and Program at Thayer

Reserve lunch and supper tickets now on the 
SLA Alumni website at www.slaalumni.org

Below are several upcoming Compassion Boston 
community-oriented events hosted by Boston-area churches.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Prayer Walks
Dorchester Aug. 13 4:00–6:00 p.m.
Hosted by the Boston Spanish church, 50 Stoughton St., Boston, MA, 02125

Roxbury Sept. 10 4:00–6:00 p.m.
Hosted by Berea church, 108 Seaver St., Boston, MA, 02121

Fenway Oct. 8 4:00–6:00 p.m.
Hosted by Boston Temple church, 105 Jersey St., Boston, MA, 02215

Seminars
Daniel Seminar 
Tuesday & Thursday Sept. 13–Oct. 11 7:00 p.m.
Hosted by the Norwood church, 59 Davis Ave., Norwood, MA, 02062

If you are interested in volunteering, participating in these events, or 
learning more about the Compassion Boston city-wide evangelistic 
series, visit compassionboston.org.
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Sunset Table
September 2016 2 9 16 23 30
Bangor, ME 7:07 6:54 6:41 6:27 6:14
Portland, ME 7:12 6:59 6:46 6:33 6:21
Boston, MA 7:14 7:01 6:49 6:37 6:25
South Lancaster, MA 7:16 7:04 6:51 6:39 6:27
Pittsfield, MA 7:22 7:10 6:58 6:45 6:33
Hartford, CT 7:19 7:07 6:55 6:43 6:31
Providence, RI 7:14 7:02 6:50 6:38 6:26
New York, NY 7:24 7:12 7:00 6:48 6:37
Albany, NY 7:23 7:11 6:58 6:46 6:33
Utica, NY 7:31 7:18 7:06 6:53 6:41
Syracuse, NY 7:35 7:22 7:10 6:57 6:44
Rochester, NY 7:40 7:28 7:15 7:03 6:50
Buffalo, NY 7:45 7:33 7:20 7:08 6:55
Hamilton, Bda 7:38 7:29 7:20 7:11 7:02

Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time

BulletinBoard

OBITUARIES

BENTZ, Audrey B. Fitzpatrick—89; b. 
Apr. 26, 1926, in Schenectady, N.Y.; 
d. July 26, 2015, in Sheboygan, Wis. 
She was a longtime member of the 
Greater Albany church in Cohoes, 
N.Y., and held several offices. She 
assisted in forming one of the first 
Pathfinder clubs in the New York 
Conference. Survived by her daugh-
ters, Judith Eells (Wayne) of Albany, 
N.Y.; and Patricia Harrison (John) of 
Sheboygan, Wis.; five grandchildren, 
and 12 great-grandchildren.

BOYD, James M.—84; b. Dec. 7, 1931, 
in Woburn, Mass.; d. February 15, 
2016, in Calif.; He was a member of 
the Stoneham church in Stoneham, 
Mass. He is survived by his wife, 
Esther Boyd (nee Wolf); daughter, 
Susan Boyd of Loma Linda, Calif.; son, 
Daniel Boyd of Weston, Mass.; grand-
children, Richie Boyd, Brisa Boyd San 
Miguel; and Charlotte Ripley-Boyd; 
siblings, Alex Boyd, Elizabeth Coe, 
and John Boyd.

CURTIS, Helen Booth Conrad—89; b. Nov. 
14, 1926, in Malden, Mass.; d. Dec. 
27, 2015, in Lancaster, Mass. She was 
a longtime member of the Village 
Church in South Lancaster, Mass. She 
is survived by 12 children: Diane 
Colom, Lawrence Curtis, Jeffrey 
Curtis, Amy Day, Melissa Curtis, 
Theodore Curtis, Jonathan Curtis, 
Alan Curtis, Stacey Curelop, Matthew 
Curtis, Emery Curtis, and their spous-
es; Michelle Binetti Merlino who came 
to live with the family as a teenager; 
and numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

LAWSON, Ruby Hutchinson—92; b. July 
31, 1923, in Athol, Mass.; d. May 29, 
2016, in Hudson, Wis. She was a for-
mer member of the Village Church 
in South Lancaster, Mass. She is 
survived by seven children: John 
Lawson, Jr. (Sonia) of Dumfries, Va.; 
Bette Nelson (Roger) of Goodlettsville, 
Tenn.; Kenneth Lawson of East 
Ridge, Tenn.; Robert Lawson (Sally) 
of Chetek, Wis.; Eric Lawson (Judy) 
of Hudson, Wis.; Dennis Lawson of 
Hudson, Wis.; and James Lawson 
(Karen) of New Richmond, Wis.; 23 
grandchildren, 28 great-grandchil-
dren, and one great-great-grandchild.

MURRAY, Ralph Elwyn—82; b. Oct. 11, 
1933, in Somerville, Mass.; d. Apr. 2, 
2016, in Sterling, Mass. He was an 
active member of the Village Church 
in South Lancaster, Mass. He is sur-
vived by two sons, Phillip Murray 
of Leominster, Mass., and Thomas 
Murray (Idalmis) of Lancaster, Mass.; 
eight grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

TYLER, Martha L. Colligan—96; b. Apr. 
7, 1920, in Brooklyn, N.Y.; d. Apr. 13, 
2016, in Lancaster, Mass. She gradu-
ated from South Lancaster Academy 
and attended Atlantic Union College 
(AUC). A contralto soloist, she was 
a member of the AUC choir. She 
was a member of the Leominster 
church in Leominster, Mass., and 
enjoyed praying for and bringing 
hope to others. She is survived by a 
son, John Tyler (Eileen) of Matthews, 
N.C.; two daughters, Judith Currie 
(Nathaniel) of Leominster, Mass.; and 
Joan Fortmiller of Hudson, Mass.; 
a sister, Joanne Emert of Calhoun, 
Ga.; 11 grandchildren, 20 great-

grandchildren, and 12 great-great-
grandchildren.

VRAHNOS, June D. Coffen—94; b. Apr. 
20, 1921, in Portland, Maine; d. Nov. 
23, 2015, in Albany, N.Y. She was 
a member of the Greater Albany 
church in Cohoes, N.Y. She was a 
strong supporter of Christian educa-
tion and provided financial support 
to many students to attend church 
school and academy. She is survived 
by one son, Michael Vrahnos (Beverly) 
of El Paso, Tex.; and one daughter, 
Nancy Verenini (Barry) of Albany, 
N.Y.; four grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren.

WALLACE, Preston L.—87; b. Apr. 7, 
1928, in Salina, Kan.; d. Feb. 23, 
2016, in Dowagiac, Mich. He taught 
music at Highland Academy in Tenn., 
and Napa Junior Academy in Calif. 
After receiving his master’s degree 
in public health from Loma Linda 
University, he worked as a health 
educator in Tenn., and at Weimar 
Institute in Weimar, Calif. He also 
sang as a second tenor with the 
Quiet Hour television gospel quar-
tet before becoming a singing evan-
gelist and pastor. He concluded his 
35 years in ministry as pastor in the 
Northern New England Conference. 
He is survived by his wife, Melody 
and son, David Wallace (Nancy) of 
Angwin, Calif.; two daughters, Wanda 
VanRaden (Robert) of Mohrsville, 
Pa., and Shirley Buck (Ernest) of 
Dowagiac, Mich., one sister, Ruth 
Lodahl of Washington; one brother, 
Gerald Wallace of Montana; one son-
in-law, Lonnie Maize (Kimberly) of 
California; nine grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.

WARDELL, MacArthur, Jr.—84; b. Sept. 9, 
1930, in Atlanta, Ga.; d. Dec. 27, 2014, 
in Queens, N.Y. He was a charter 
member of the Community Worship 
Center (Springfield Gardens church) 
in Jamaica, N.Y. He was an ordained 
deacon for more than 50 years, and 
also volunteered as the church cus-
todian for 13 years. He is survived 
by his sisters, Juanita Warren and 
Emogene McGhee; and his church 

“daughter,” Donna Markes.

WRIGHT, Russell E.—91; b. Oct. 4, 1924, 
in Newark, N.J.; d. Jan. 14, 2016, in 
Pine Bush, N.Y. He graduated from 
Greater New York Academy and 
attended Southern Missionary College 
in Collegedale, Tenn. He served as a 
radio engineer in North Africa and 

Italy during World War II. He was a 
member of the Middletown church 
in Middletown, N.Y. He is survived 
by his wife, Marcia Wright of Pine 
Bush, N.Y.; three daughters, Ronalda 
Pellington (Steve) of Collegedale, 
Tenn., Russelyn Sax (Carl) of 
Ooltewah, Tenn., and Rhonda Wright 
of Sarasota, Fla.; a son, Randy Wright 
(Connie) of Benton, Tenn.; two broth-
ers, Herbert Wright, Jr. of Georgia, 
and Duncan Lay of New York; several 
foster brothers; 15 grandchildren; and 
12 great-grandchildren.

OBITUARY 
SUBMISSION

Obituaries are posted 
free of charge for 
members of the Atlantic 
Union. To submit an 
obituary, visit www.
at l ant icun ion.org /
obituaries and complete 
the obituary form online 
or e-mail the complete 
obituary to gleaner@
atlanticunion.org.

Visit the AUAM Web site at: www.auam.tv

ADDRESS CHANGES

Have you moved recently?

If you have moved recent-
ly, be sure to submit your 
new address information 
to your local church clerk 
or conference.

Contact information for 
conferences is on the bot-
tom right of page 23.

Help us keep the records 
up to date!
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EMPLOYMENT

ATLANTIC UNION COLLEGE seeks Dean 
of Men. The successful candidate 
must possess a minimum bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited institution 

or equivalent experience (residential 
life educators preferred). Must share 
our love of interacting with students, 
be an active Seventh-day Adventist in 
regular standing and be committed 
to the values, principles, and expec-
tations of the Adventist Church and 
Atlantic Union College. Submit cover 
letter, including a statement addressing 
the specific minimum and preferred 
qualifications, résumé, copy of tran-
script, and three professional letters of 
reference to: roberto.reyna@auc.edu. 
For more details, visit: www.auc.edu.

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks Director of Development. 
Responsibilities include developing 
strategies to advance stewardship 
and donor relations, including data 
maintenance and recognition events. 
Exceptional communication skills are 
essential. Bachelor’s degree in relevant 
field and demonstrated fundraising 
success required. Submit cover letter 
and CV/résumé to tcondon@swau.edu.

UNION COLLEGE in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
seeks an experienced and highly-qual-
ified financial and operational leader 
to assume the role of Vice President 
for Financial Administration begin-
ning January 2017. The VP reports 
directly to the president, manages 
a multi-faceted division, and serves 
as a key member of the college’s 
executive team. Preference will be 
given to candidates with experience 

in higher education. Applications, 
inquiries, and nominations should 
be sent to Vinita Sauder, visauder@
ucollege.edu.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY has two 
faculty openings in Music, and one 
in Psychology for Fall 2016. To view 
the respective job descriptions and 
to apply, please visit: jobs.wallawalla.
edu. We invite you to share this 
announcement as you deem appro-
priate. To learn more about Walla 
Walla University, please visit: www.
wallawalla.edu.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks Assistant-
Full Professor in the Teaching, 
Learning and Curriculum Department 
to teach, advise, supervise field expe-
rience and direct student projects. 
Position may require teaching in any/
or all semesters including summers. 
Applicant chosen is expected to be 
involved in research as well as teach-
ing and supervision of student teach-
ers or graduate internships. Faculty 
sought will have a doctorate, be an 
experienced K-12 teacher who is dedi-
cated to promoting Adventist educa-
tion. www.andrews.edu/admres/jobs.

TRAVEL

ISRAEL TOUR WITH PASTOR JIM GILLEY 
AND FRIENDS. Two trips this fall: 
September 26-October 4, $3,099. 

November 28-December 6, $2,499. 
Includes all tips, taxes, air fare, plus 
breakfast and dinner buffets daily. 
From New York–other departure cit-
ies available. Call Jennifer at (602) 
788-8865 or Pastor Jim at (530) 368-
3301. Join us!

SERVICES

REMNANT PUBLICATIONS has the per-
fect Study Bible to enhance personal 
devotions for adults and children. 
We also have sharing books and 
DVDs to help you reach your com-
munity. Visit your ABC or www.
remnantpublications.com, or call 
(800) 423-1319 for a free catalog.

BECOME A LIFESTYLE COACH! Looking 
for a training program that combines 
science and Scripture to minister for 
Christ? Weimar Institute’s HEALTH 
Evangelism Program, directed by 
Pastor Don Mackintosh, and Dr. 
Neil Nedley is for you. Visit www.
newstartglobal.com to learn more!

ENJOY WORRY FREE RETIREMENT at 
Fletcher Park Inn on the Fletcher 
Academy campus near Hendersonville, 
N.C. Spacious villa homes and limited 
rental apartments available NOW. 
Enjoy a complimentary lunch at our 
vegetarian buffet on the day of your 
no-obligation tour. Call Loretta for 
details (800) 249-2882.

CLASSIFIEDS
All advertisements should be sent, 
together with payment, to your local 
conference office for approval by the 
communication director. For advertise-
ments originating within the Atlantic Union 
the rate is $35 for each insertion of 40 
words or less, and 50 cents for each 
additional word. For all other advertise-
ments the rate is $40 for each insertion 
of 40 words or less and 50 cents for each 
word over the 40. There is an 80-word 
maximum. Check or money order should 
be made payable to Atlantic Union 
Gleaner or Atlantic Union Conference.

The Atlantic Union Gleaner reserves 
the right to refuse any advertisement. 
The rejection of any advertisement should 
not be construed to constitute disap-
proval of the product or service involved.

Classified and display ads appearing 
in the Atlantic Union Gleaner are print-
ed without endorsement or recommen-
dation of the Atlantic Union Conference. 
The Atlantic Union Gleaner makes every 
reasonable effort to screen all advertise-
ments, but in no case can the periodical 
assume responsibility for advertisements 
appearing in its columns or for typo-
graphical or categorical errors.

He that soweth to the Spirit 
    shall of the Spirit 
       reap life everlasting
                                  Gal  6:8

He that soweth to the Spirit 
    shall of the Spirit 
       reap life everlasting
                                  Gal  6:8

Plus more than 80 other FREE Christian Channels and News Channels

Adventist Channels26 Two Room System $349
         plus shipping

System Includes Recorder & IPTV

Only $199
Plus shipping

Complete 
Satellite System
Includes 36 inch
Satellite Dish

High Definition and DVR
Connect to any TV • Record your favorite shows • IPTV
                                                          Watch available IPTV Channels via Internet - FREE

The #1 choice for Adventist satellite programming for more than 10 Years!

Adventist Satellite • 8801 Washington Blvd, Suite 101 • Roseville, CA 95678

Please ask us about
INTERNET Channels

   No Monthly Fees 
   No Subscriptions
   No Credit Checks  
   FREE Install Kit
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THE CLERGY MOVE CENTER™ AT STEVENS 
WORLDWIDE VAN LINES is the way to move from 
one state to another! With special pricing for all 
Adventist families, and recommended by the 
General Conference for over 15 years, quality is 
inherent. Contact a Move Counselor for an esti-
mate: (800) 248-8313, sda@stevensworldwide.
com, www.stevensworldwide.com/sda.

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER can help you to 
reverse diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, 
hypertension, obesity, arthritis, fibromyalgia, 
lupus, chronic fatigue, cancer, depression, and 
many more. To invest in your health, call (800) 
634-9355 or visit www.wildwoodhealth.com.

AUTHORS of cookbooks, health books, chil-
dren’s chapter or picture books—Call (800) 
367-1844 for FREE evaluation. We publish 
all book formats, distribute to over 39,000 
bookstores, in 220 countries. New titles at 
your local ABC or www.TEACHServices.
com—used books at www.LNFBooks.com.

MOVE with an award-winning agency. Apex 
Moving & Storage partners with the General 
Conference to provide quality moves for you. 
Call us for all your relocation needs. Contact 
Marcy Danté at (800) 766-1902 or visit us at 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.

The Official Publication for the Constituents 
of the Seventh-day Adventist® Church in the 

Northeast United States and Bermuda

Atlantic Union Conference 
400 Main Street, South Lancaster, MA 01561 
Phone (978) 368-8333, Fax (978) 368-7948 

Web site: www.atlantic-union.org
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Northern New England: Bob Cundiff, President; Ted Huskins, Secretary; 
Daniel Battin, Treasurer. Office Address: 479 Main St., Westbrook, ME 04092. 
(207) 797-3760. Web site: www.nnec.org

Southern New England: David Dennis, President; José Alarcón, Secretary; 
Joel Tompkins, Jr., Treasurer. Office Address: 34 Sawyer St., South Lancaster, 
MA 01561. (978) 365-4551. Web site: www.sneconline.org

Atlantic Union College: Avis Hendrickson, President; 338 Main Street, 
South Lancaster, MA 01561; (978) 368-2000. Web site: www.auc.edu

NETS Evangelism Center: Kevin Sears, Director; Lois King, Assistant Director. 
Office Address: P.O. Box 446, South Lancaster, MA 01561. (978) 368-2638. 
E-mail: registrar@netsatlanticunion.org. Web site: www.netsatlanticunion.org
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Stay informed!

Sign up now at www.atlantic-union.org 
to receive the GleanerFYI e-newsletter via e-mail.

A news and information bulletin produced by the  
Atlantic Union Conference Communication Department.

Church Communication Directors:
The Atlantic Union Gleaner is looking for stories about:

Unique community outreach ministries •  
Answered prayers • News stories

We want to know how God is blessing others through your ministry. 
Contact the Atlantic Union Gleaner at gleaner@atlanticunion.org.

Atlantic Union Gleaner • Web site: www.atlantic-union.org 
P.O. Box 1189; South Lancaster, MA 01561 

Phone: (978) 368-8333 • Fax: (978) 368-7948 
Facebook: facebook.com/atlanticunionconference 

Twitter: twitter.com/GleanerFYI • E-mail: gleaner@atlanticunion.org

Your
Stories

Send 
Us
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Students 
in Action

Presenting a devotional

Outdoor group activity.

Early Childhood Education RallyAcademy Leadership Conference 
disaster drill

Making 
crafts

USA students at work on campus.

www.atlantic-union.org/education

Archeology

Community outreach

“EXPERIENCE a life-transforming encounter 
with Jesus.”

BERMUDA 
Bermuda Institute (K-12)

CONNECTICUT 
Central Conn. Adventist Virtual 
Fairfield County 
Hartford Area 
Laurel Oaks

MAINE 
Forestdale 
Florence Lombard 
North Star Christian 
Pine Tree Academy (K-12) 
Riverview Memorial 
Webb River

MASSACHUSETTS 
Amesbury 
Bayberry 
Berea 
Berkshire Hills 

Brockton Area Academy 
Cedar Brook 
Greater Boston Academy (K-12) 
South Lancaster Academy (K-12) 
South Shore 
Springfield Junior Academy 
Wachusett Hills Christian 
Warren 
Worcester

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Cady Memorial 
Capital Christian 
Estabrook 
Pioneer Junior Academy

NEW YORK
Bronx  

Bronx-Manhattan 
R. T. Hudson

Brooklyn 

Bethel 
Brooklyn 
Flatbush 
Hanson Place 
Hebron Bilingual 
South Brooklyn Academy (6-12)

Long Island 
Bethesda Junior Academy 
South Bay Junior Academy 
Whispering Pines

New York City 
Northeastern Academy (9-12)

Queens 
Greater New York Academy (9-12) 
Jackson Heights 
Jamaica 
Linden

Eastern 
Kingsbury 
Middletown 

Poughkeepsie

Westchester 
Oakview Preparatory 

Westchester Area

Western 

Bay Knoll 

Buffalo Suburban 

Dexterville 

Frontenac 

Parkview Junior Academy 

Union Springs Academy (9-12) 

Utica International

VERMONT 

Brownell Mountain 

Caledonia Christian 

Forrest Ward

ATLANTIC UNION EDUCATION  
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Atlantic Union:  
978-368-8333 ext. 3020

Bermuda:  
441-292-4110 ext. 30

Greater New York:  
516-627-9350 ext. 157

New York:  
315-469-6921 ext. 22

Northeastern:  
718-291-8006 ext. 2250

Northern New England:  
207-797-3760 ext. 213

Southern New England:  
978-365-4551 ext. 609

Seventh-day Adventist Elementary Schools and Academies  
(High Schools) in the Atlantic Union Conference

Find a school:  
find.adventisteducation.org

“I have no 
greater joy 

than to hear 
that my 

children are 
walking in 
the truth” 

—3 John 4.


