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“Youth and young 

adults more than 

ever need the support 

of church members 

and leaders.”

Throughout Adventist history, the 
church has greatly benefited from 
the involvement and ministry of 

youth and young adults at all levels of 
the organization. The younger they are 
when they get involved, the more years 
of service they tend to give and the more 
the church stands to gain. One example 
was the ministry of A.G. Daniells, who 
started working for the church as a 
young man, rose through the ranks to 
become General Conference (GC) presi-
dent, and was the architect of our cur-
rent church structure.

In 1886, Arthur G. Daniells received 
a call to serve in New Zealand and 
later, Australia. Though only 28 years 
of age, Daniells and his young wife 
accepted this life-changing appoint-
ment that transformed their lives 
forever. Daniells was an articulate 
preacher and a humble, yet brave and 
effective administrator.

Charles Watson, GC president at the 
time of Daniells’ death, wrote that “under 
his leadership the present organization 
of the field began to take shape. It was 
there that the union conference feature of 
our work was originated, and with it the 
departmental features were developed. 
There, too, in laying the foundations of 
the educational, medical, publishing, 
Missionary Volunteer [now Adventist 
Youth Ministries] and other distinctive 
lines of institutional and departmental 
service”—Review and Herald, April 18, 
1935, vol. 112, no. 16, p. 3.

While overseas and faced with 
discouragement, the involvement of 
the youth gave him new determina-
tion and vigor. The contribution of 
younger members re-energized his 
spirit, and encouraged his soul and the 
field. Encouraged and upbeat, Daniells 
wrote to Ellen White in March 1893, 
that “Some things are quite encourag-
ing. Every hand in the office has taken 
hold anew, and I believe the younger 
employees have had a better experience 
than they have ever had before. They 
all take hold and speak and pray every 

time there is an opportunity for them to 
do so. Not one holds back. I regret that 
some of the older ones did not see the 
importance of attending the meetings 
and coming in personal contact with 
the hands in their spiritual experiences. 
I fear they will not fully appreciate 
the tenderness of the plants and water 
them as they might had they entered 
into the personal efforts to seek new 
experiences,”—A. G. Daniells Collection, 
Correspondence 1893, Collection 227.

Daniells was not afraid to venture 
into new programs, explore new ideas, 
and try different strategies. This, of 
course, helped him to prepare for and 
adjust to every leadership transition and 
period in his life. The involvement of 
the youth in a new missionary meeting 
he started for them brought great joy to 
his heart. He reported his joy to Ellen 
White when he penned these words, 
“As I look at those forty young people, 
I can see that our work with them is 
very important. If all of them were to 
become truly converted and become 
Bible students and true missionary 
workers and all this is just what ought 
to be, they would be a great blessing to 
this church,”—A. G. Daniells Collection, 
Correspondence 1893, Collection 227.

He did not see these young people as 
a threat to his own leadership. He saw 
their potential to be “true missionary 
workers” who could render years of 
great service to the church. Daniells, 
therefore, had spiritual foresight.

This issue of the Gleaner focuses 
on the youth and young adult ministry 
in the Atlantic Union. Today, there are 
more “Daniells” in our pews who are 
eager to make their contributions to the 
church. Youth and young adults more 
than ever need the support of church 
members and leaders. Our support and 
reassurance will facilitate and encour-
age their ministries and bring joy and 
encouragement to our hearts. 

Pierre Omeler is the executive secretary 
for the Atlantic Union Conference.

Youth and Young Adults:  
The Driving Force of the Church
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The

4Cs
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

in the Atlantic Union

T
he year 2017 was a year of action for the Atlantic Union Conference Youth Ministries 

Department. In collaboration with the local-conference youth ministries directors and 

their associates, we are touching lives as never before. Our ministry in the Atlantic Union 

territory is based on and aligned with four values: Consecration, Compassion, Collaboration, 

and Community. These core values are our driving force, compass, focus, and purpose. They are 

the essence of who we are and they serve as the foundation for all we do.

Consecration
Young adults are very important with-
in our union and they are looking for 
an authentic and genuine relationship 
with God. The GODencounters minis-

try creates this environment for them. 
In 2017, more than 300 young adults 
(18-35) attended GODencounters. 
There, they connected with God and 
were consecrated through prayer and 

witnessing. They experienced heart-
searching biblical preaching and semi-
nars dealing with daily life struggles. 
Attendees left energized and equipped 
for their small groups with “The 
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Loving Father” Bible studies designed 
for young adults.

We partnered with the Northern 
New England and Southern New 
England conferences for a summer 
retreat specifically for young adults, 
where hundreds across the union 
experienced God in nature at Camp 
Lawroweld in Weld, Maine.

Consecration was the main cata-
lyst as Pathfinders spent several 
months studying the Bible in prepara-
tion for the annual Pathfinder Bible 
Experience (PBE). In an outstand-
ing demonstration of understand-
ing the Bible, the Braintree Flames 
of Braintree church in Braintree, 
Massachusetts, were among the win-
ners of the North American Division 
PBE in Illinois.

Compassion
“Actions speak louder than words” 

is not just a catchy phrase, but a 
lifestyle. The Atlantic Union youth 
and young adults participated in 

many compassion activities last year, 
touching lives in a tangible way. 
In March 2017, the annual Atlantic 
Union Conference Youth Ministries 
Compassion Rally focused on 
Rochester, New York, in the New York 
Conference territory. More than 400 
youth and young adults headed to the 
streets to share the good news of sal-

vation. Many were blessed, lives were 
changed, and hundreds heard that 
Jesus is coming again.

The second Sabbath of each month 
has been designated as Compassion 
Sabbath. Youth and young adults are 
encouraged to get outside the walls of 
their churches and be the hands and 
feet of Jesus on a consistent basis.

Doris, front left, and Glen Dollison, third from the left on the second row, are the owners of one of the houses the group assisted in 
rebuilding while in Texas.

Atlantic Union Conference youth and young adults in action.
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The General Conference Global 
Youth Day initiative was widely 
supported across the union with 
more than 300 community projects. 
Resources were supplied, where pos-
sible, to help reach those in need for 
God’s glory.

Collaboration
The Atlantic Union is intentional 

about working together hand-in-hand 
to help the young people. We have a 
team of youth directors and associates 
who prayerfully seek different ways 
of assisting our youth in forming and 
maintaining a lifesaving relationship 
with God. We share ideas, successes 
and failures, and seek God’s counsel 
on youth ministries matters.

We recognize diversity as one of 
the strengths of our union and we 
encourage one another to be relevant 
to all ethnic groups. We believe that 
the language of love and compassion 
transcends all barriers. Collaboration 
has helped us to learn from each 
other. Youth directors have invited 
other youth directors to their events 
and meetings, fostering a sense of 
unity. We have created a solid bond 
and facilitated collaboration as we 
traveled together outside of the 
Atlantic Union to Texas, and such 
countries as Israel, and the Dominican 
Republic for the Inter-American 
Division camporee.

The Association of Adventist 
Camping Professionals (AACP) retreat 
provides a great opportunity for col-
laboration in camp ministry. At this 
annual event we celebrate the suc-
cess of the camping season and share 
ideas. In 2017, camp managers, staff, 
and their families gathered at Camp 
Victory Lake in Hyde Park, New York, 
where best practices were shared and 
teamwork training was conducted. 
Attendees were encouraged and ener-
gized to maintain the good work they 
have been doing.

As a result of continuous 
collaboration, our camps provide a 
life-changing experience to campers. 
The 2017 summer camp ministry was 
very fruitful. There were 58 youth 

and young adults who gave their 
lives to Jesus and an additional 1,177 
decisions for baptism were made.

Community
Our quinquennial Bible text 

reminds us about our mission, “God 
is not unjust; he will not forget 
your work and the love you have 
shown him as you have helped his 
people and continue to help them,”—
Hebrews 6:10, NIV. Our community is 
very important to us, not only within 
the Atlantic Union, but all across the 
United States and the world. This is 
reinforced in our quinquennial theme: 
“Share Your Gift, Change Our World.”

We reached outside of our com-
fort zones and, together, helped 

Posing for a group photo at Camp Victory Lake in Hyde Park, New York, are participants of the Association of Adventist Camping 
Professionals retreat.

Youth and young adults from around the Atlantic Union participate in the annual Atlantic Union Conference Youth Ministries Compasssion Rally in Rochester, New York.
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individuals and families in need 
in Texas and Puerto Rico—two of 
many areas affected by hurricanes 
in 2017. In partnership with our 
youth directors from the Greater New 
York, Northeastern, and Northern 
New England conferences, the 
Atlantic Union Conference Adventist 
Community Services Department, 
Lawalt Construction Company, and 
the constant support of the Atlantic 
Union Conference administration, 
we were able to assist nine families 
in Texas by helping to rebuild their 
homes. Additionally, volunteers assist-
ed with food distribution, cleanup 
activities, and also shared hope.

We give glory to God for all He has 
done in 2017 in the Atlantic Union, 
and beyond, through each activ-
ity. The Atlantic Union Conference 
Youth Ministries Department looks 
forward to continuing to support 
each of the six conferences in mission 
trips, compassion initiatives, social 
justice initiatives, young adult minis-
tries, Adventurers, Pathfinders, Teen 
Leadership Training programs (TLT), 
Master Guides, Medical Cadet Corps, 
disaster response, campus ministries, 
rallies, parades, holistic small groups, 
AY Ministries, educational trips, 
retreats, youth congresses, community 
services, and any additional ministries 
to which God has called us.

Through the core values, 
Consecration, Compassion, 
Collaboration, and Community, 
we pray God will continue to 
allow His work to progress in the 
Atlantic Union. 

Andrés J. Peralta is the 
director for the Youth, Young 
Adult, Pathfinder, and 
Adventurer ministries in the 
Atlantic Union Conference.

The Braintree Flames of Braintree church in Braintree, Massachusetts, were among the winners of the 2017 North American 
Division PBE in Illinois.

Youth and young adults participate in a general session at the 2017 GODencounters retreat.

Save the Date—Upcoming Events 2018

February 23-25	 GODencounters (Leominster, Massachusetts)
March 17	 Global Youth Day
March 24	 Atlantic Union Pathfinder Bible Experience (PBE)
March 19-26	 Youth Week of Prayer
May 20-26	 Adventist Christian Fellowship (ACF)
July 22-31	 Atlantic Union Conference Reformation Tour
July 31-August 4	 Global Leadership Ministries Conference
September 22	 General Conference World Pathfinder Day
October 5-6	 Compassion Weekend, New York City
October 19	 Public Campus Ministry Day
October 25-27	 Bible Bowl
November 3	 Youth Congress Leaders Retreat
November 16-18	� Association of Adventist Camping Professionals 

(AACP) Retreat

Note: Every second Sabbath of the month will be Compassion Sabbath.

Find more information at auyouth.com or compassion-now.org
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The Atlantic Union 
Conference Health 

Ministries Department had 
the privilege of participating 
in a medical mission trip to 
the South Grand’Anse region 
of Haiti in July 2017. Teams 
of physicians, nurses, medi-
cal therapists, young medical 
students and other specialists 
have been traveling to Haiti 
to assist with their immedi-
ate needs, an effort that has 
continued over a period of 
seven years. The experience 
was both challenging and 
rewarding and, hopefully, will 
encourage others to consider 
volunteering for this medical 
mission work.

The volunteers provided 
medical care to victims affect-
ed by Hurricane Matthew 

and to others who ordinar-
ily don’t have the means 
for or accessibility to health 
care. The group visited the 
towns of Aquin, Miragouane, 
Anse D’Hainault, Les Irois, 
Baryadel, and Montrouis.

In each town, the team 
was provided with an area 
in which to organize a clinic. 
Often, the local obstacles are 
related to a lack of resources 
and access to medical care. 
The most fascinating and 
intense stories surround the 
initial response effort, which 
involved hundreds and even 
thousands of injuries, infec-
tions, and other acute trau-
ma, all of which were cared 
for in a makeshift setting.

In the span of two weeks, 
the team saw more than 

2,500 patients with medi-
cal conditions at all levels 
of severity. Patients came 
in with symptoms ranging 
from the common cold to 
those associated with gastro-
intestinal worms, typhoid, 
STDs, malaria, and other 
infections. The medical need 
is overwhelming. Although 
much of it as a result of the 
hurricane earlier the same 
year, most of the needs were 
exacerbated by poverty and 
poor sanitary conditions.

The team was challenged in 
new ways, stretched beyond 
what they were used to and 
working in situations that they 
seldom encounter in America. 
They found themselves with-
out the simple things that we 
often take for granted.

Apart from the health care 
given to the people of Haiti, 
their spiritual growth needs 
were also met. On the first 
Sabbath the group was there, 
they were blessed to be wel-
comed by L’Église Adventiste 
D’Aquin, where the service 
was spirit-filled and the faces 
of many of those who were 
treated seemed hopeful in 
the power of prayer.

In the afternoon, a round-
table discussion was held 
and Jose L. Joseph, Atlantic 
Union Conference Haitian 
Ministries vice president and 
Health Ministries director, 
gave a seminar titled “Un 
Nouveau Style de Vie” (“A 
New Lifestyle”). Doctors from 
the group were able to answer 
the questions of many indi-
viduals who inquired about a 
healthier way of living.

In Baryadel, a church was 
built, with the help of the 
Atlantic Union, and is still 
thriving to give a finished 
look to their place of wor-
ship. Four baptisms and 

one wedding (the couple 
was a part of those men-
tioned in baptism ) took 
place on the second Sabbath 
and were officiated by Jose 
Joseph and Pierre E. Omeler, 
Atlantic Union Conference 
executive secretary.

As with most medical mis-
sion trips, there is a feeling 
that the need is overwhelm-
ing and anything accom-
plished is just a “drop in the 
bucket.” Yet, the question 
about making a difference 
depends on each individual’s 
perspective. Short-term 
medical mission trips are by 
definition a temporary solu-
tion to a chronic problem. At 
the same time, it is good to 
remember that each patient 
who comes to one of these 
free medical clinics gets their 
present need addressed, 
whether acute or chronic.

Seeing the devastation and 
general desperation of the 
entire country was difficult 
to witness, and the ongoing 
support provided by the 
rest of the world will be a 
necessity for the foreseeable 
future if Haiti has any chance 
of recovery.

“Having the opportunity to 
become involved in the relief 
effort was a blessing and 
was rewarding in more ways 
than words can express,” 
Joseph said. “You will often 
hear people who have been 
on medical mission trips say 
that they went in order to 
‘give back’ or to serve those 
who are less fortunate. They 
will also tell you that they 
have received something even 
more valuable, this intangible 
something that leaves you 
feeling more satisfied, 
blessed, and thankful.”

—Health Ministries department, 
Atlantic Union Conference

Health Ministries Team Participates in Medical Mission Trip

This group of medical professionals traveled to Haiti to volunteer their time to assist with 
providing medical care for the victims affected by Hurricane Matthew.

People wait to receive medical attention from 
the volunteers.

The team witnessed a baptism on the second 
Sabbath they spent in Haiti.
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Classes for spring semes-
ter 2018 began at 

Atlantic Union College on 
January 8 for the degree 
program and on January 7 
for the certificate programs. 
The current degree programs 
offered include a Bachelor 
of Arts in Theology and 
Religion and a Bachelor of 
Science in Health Sciences/
Biology, as well as several 
certificate programs.

Planning for the sec-
ond half of the 2017-2018 
school year did not come 
without its challenges. On 
November 29, 2017, the 
Atlantic Union College 
Board of Trustees met at a 
specially-called meeting to 
discuss the budget and the 
ramifications of the deci-
sion made by the Southern 
New England Conference 
Executive Committee in 
2017 to withhold its subsidy 
to the college.

Maintaining the college’s 
operation has required 
great financial sacrifice 
by the Atlantic Union 
and its six conferences, 
for which we are very 
thankful. It is known that, 
as a collaborative effort, 
the subsidies from each of 
the conferences represent 
the largest income for the 
college. Any reduction 
places a huge burden 
on the operation, and 
the college has to make 
adjustments accordingly.

Unfortunately, we arrived 
at such a place in the last 
quarter of 2017, and the 
board of trustees voted 
to accept a balanced bud-
get from the college that 
reflects the omission of the 
subsidy from the Southern 

New England Conference. 
The balanced budget voted 
included the rightsizing of 
staff, which began effec-
tive late December 2017. 
Any restructuring will be 
addressed as necessary to 
maintain a balanced budget, 
and any certificate program 
with under enrollment will 
be postponed.

Understanding that the 
reduction in subsidy could 

have far reaching-implica-
tions, the college is moving 
forward with its academic 
program. AUC continues to 
work with the New England 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges (NEASC) toward 
full accreditation. The col-
lege continues to follow 
the guidelines established 
by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Department 
of Higher Education (DHE) 
for operation during this 
period of transition toward 
accreditation.

AUC has articulation 
agreements with 
Southwestern Adventist 
University and Andrews 
University. In the interest 

of the academic standing 
of students, the college 
is working to obtain 
articulation agreements 
with other Adventist 
institutions of higher 
education. An articulation 
agreement is an approved 
agreement between two 
or more institutions that 
allows a student to apply 
credits earned in specific 
programs at one institution 

toward a specific program at 
the other institution.

An independent task 
force was voted by the 
Atlantic Union Conference 
Executive Committee in 
2017 to conduct a fea-
sibility study of AUC, 
as recommended by the 
North American Division 
Education Department, to 
determine the sustainability 
of the college in this current 
environment. Information 
on the committee’s findings 
will be shared as soon as it 
is available.

AUC continues with 
its plans to increase 
enrollment, which includes 
obtaining support from 

conference presidents for 
recruiters to attend meetings 
to promote the college; 
sharing information with 
superintendents of schools, 
principals, and teachers 
in the Adventist education 
system, so that they will 
become familiar with the 
tuition savings and course 
offerings at AUC; holding 
events for academy students 
on the AUC campus; 
sending information 
about AUC to Adventist 
churches for inclusion 
in the church bulletins; 
e-mailing the electronic 
newsletter, Ambassador, to 
the constituency; sharing 
information by word-of-
mouth; and more. 

The Atlantic Union 
College leadership and the 
Atlantic Union Conference 
administration remain 
fully engaged in achieving 
a productive outcome, 
continued stability, 
increased enrollment, and 
full accreditation of AUC. 
The college will continue 
to provide updates as 
information becomes 
available about enrollment, 
accreditation, the work of 
the task force, and other 
developments.

We continue to solicit 
your prayers and support 
as we move forward in this 
process of securing full 
accreditation for Atlantic 
Union College. Anyone 
wishing to donate to AUC 
should visit the college’s 
Web site at auc.edu/donate.

—Avis Hendrickson, president, 
Atlantic Union College, and G. Earl 
Knight, chairman, Atlantic Union 
College Board of Trustees.

Atlantic Union College Update
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A committed Christian 
leaves a legacy of 40 

years of service to the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Sydney Gibbons 
has retired, effective January 
1, 2018. At retirement, he 
was the senior pastor of the 
Hamilton church, ministe-
rial director, and director 
of the W.A.V.E.S. School of 
Evangelism that he estab-
lished for the Bermuda 
Conference. His pastoral, 
evangelistic, departmental, 
administrative, and educa-
tional roles have permitted 
him to reside and serve on 
three continents.

Gibbons and his six siblings 
attended the Southampton 
church from birth. He later 
returned as pastor of his home 
church, first as associate pastor 
and years later as senior pastor. 
While the majority of his ser-
vice was given to the Bermuda 
Conference, he also served 
as an inter-division employee 
of the General Conference in 
Cameroon and Jamaica.

Sydney Gibbons Retires After 40 Years of Service

Sydney Gibbons has retired after 40 years of 
service to the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

On the weekend of 
February 16-17, the 

Bermuda Conference Youth 
Ministries Department is 
launching “Discipleship 
Year,” an initiative “to ensure 
the personal spiritual growth 
of the emerging generation of 
Seventh-day Adventist youth, 
and to see them develop into 
fully committed, passionate 
Christ-followers (disciples), 
working to take the Advent 
message to the world.”

The theme under which 
this initiative will go forward 
is “Called to Follow.” The 
objectives are (1) to train 
youth, as lifelong disciple-

makers, in service and out-
reach for the Master; (2) to 
train adults, specifically iden-
tified by each local church, as 
youth ministry mentors; (3) to 
develop a discipleship model 
of youth-friendship outreach 
in Bermuda; (4) to lead all 
young people, who start the 
Discipleship Year not bap-
tized, toward baptism by the 
end the year; (5) to encour-
age those who experience the 
2018 Discipleship Year to dis-
ciple other youth in 2019; and 
(6) to develop a manual for 
youth ministry mentors.

In addition to the monthly 
training for mentors, four 

major island-wide rallies 
are scheduled:

February 16-17: “Called to 
Follow Youth Revival” and 
“Call to Discipleship”

April 13-14: “Growing 
Disciples” (training in disci-
pleship, to include Bermuda 
Institute, if possible) 

July 7: “Disciples in Action” 
(participating in service and 
outreach activities)

September 8: “A Celebration 
of Discipleship” (celebrating 
experiences of the year)

Two age groups (including 
college/university students) 
will be the focus of the 
initiative—13-19 years and 
20-29 years. The mentors 
can be selected by the youth 
leaders in collaboration with 
their pastor. Mentors are 
expected to agree to work 
in the ministry for at least 
one year.

The initiative will 
continue into 2019 with a 
new group of youth, some 
of whom will be baptized 
in 2018.

—Youth Ministries department, 
Bermuda Conference

Youth Ministries Launches “Discipleship Year” Initiative

The Gibbons family, 
including wife, Katherina, 
and children, Mystere, 
Meliseanna, and Gianluca, 
live by a divine call. A small 
group of Christians decided 
to meet nightly after work to 
seek God’s will for their lives 
through prayer, and Gibbons 
was among those members. It 
was then that he received the 
call to the gospel ministry and 
began studies at the Northern 
Caribbean University in 
Mandeville, Jamaica, in 1973.

While pastoring the 
Southampton church he 
received and accepted the 
call to be the church minis-
tries director of the Central 
African Union Mission (1991). 
The divine call would also 
take the Gibbons family to 
Jamaica, where he served as 
associate professor, and then 
back to Bermuda (2001) to 
conclude his full-time service 
in the place where he began 
to serve as a church worker.

During these later years, 
Gibbons also provided service 

to the Bermuda Government 
as a consultant to the National 
Training Board, managing the 
provision of skills-based train-
ing to marginalized youth and 
directing the government’s 
Commission for Unity and 
Racial Equality (C.U.R.E.).

As Gibbons concluded 
this journey of service, he is 
observed using his gifts of 
leadership, administration, 
teaching, and passion for 
evangelism that directed his 
ministry. He designed cours-
es and trained laypersons in 
the areas of leadership and 
evangelism. Three primary 
courses taught were, How 
to Give Bible Studies, How 
to Preach, and How to Lead 
Church Meetings.

It was natural for him 
to select as his Doctor of 
Ministry project the design 
and the implementation of 
a course to teach laypersons 
in the art of evangelistic 
preaching and to author 
three books. Also, it was 
natural for him to establish 

Lites Ministry, a curriculum 
for the online school of evan-
gelism he founded to equip 
believers, globally, to com-
plete the Great Commission 
as end-time Christians.

We thank him and his 
family for their faithful 
service and pray for God to 
continue to bless them in 
His service.

—D. Randolph Wilson, 
communication director, 
Bermuda Conference
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With flags whipping 
in the gusty breeze, 

young Pathfinders and 
Adventurers, along with 
many supporters, marched 
through the West Side of 
Manhattan to drive home the 
message of child abuse aware-
ness and saying no to drugs.

Accompanied by two 
thundering drum corps, a 
group of about 150 march-
ers stepped out from 
Crossroads church, the host 
church. Onlookers lining 
the Hell’s Kitchen streets 
clapped along in time to 
the pounding rhythms of 
the two bands: the Plaides 
Drum Line, from New 
Haven Temple in Brooklyn, 
and the Queens Area 
Drum Corps, representing 
Jackson Heights, Richmond 
Hills, South Bronx, and the 
Spanish Queens churches.

The marchers, who 
handed out literature along 
the route, were awash in 
bright, festive colors: the 
yellow T-shirts of the New 
Haven Temple Larks, the 
red T-shirts of the Spanish 
Manhattan church mem-
bers, and the teal T-shirts of 
Crossroads members.

The 12-person Queens 
corps, under the direction of 
28-year-old Philie Gomez, 
included two pint-size 
5-year-olds not much larger 
than their instruments. The 
Queens kids had plenty of 
drums—but no bugles.

“We’re getting there,” said 
Gomez confidently, a mem-
ber of the Spanish Yonkers 
church. “It’ll come one day.”

Sandwiched between the 
Queens corps at the front 
and Brooklyn drummers 
at the rear were marchers 
toting pastel-colored signs 
ranging from “It Shouldn’t 
Hurt to Be a Kid” to “Child 
Abuse: See it, Hear it, 
Report it,” or “I’m Better Off 
Without Drugs.”

Pathfinder Master Guide 
Jacqui Martin of Crossroads 
said the event was the 
church’s contribution to the 
2017 conference-wide cam-
paign focusing on youth. 
“The idea was in keeping 
with the North American 
Division and General 
Conference theme—the 
Year of the Youth,” she 
said. “Spanish Manhattan 
hosted an anti-drug march, 
Staten Island hosted a ‘stop 

the violence’ march, and 
Northeastern Conference 
hosted opioid awareness.”

Later, first elder Arturo 
Haywood spoke of the 
effectiveness of the young 
people’s effort: “This is a 
message that needs to be 
heard—especially in this 
community. You know 
what this [area] is called, 
don’t you?” And he got his 
call-and-response answer: 
“Hell’s Kitchen.”

Guest speaker Enmanuel 
Contreras, pastor of the 
Pelham Parkway Spanish 
church in the Bronx, deliv-

ered an invigorating sermon, 
“Get the Power,” on the 
importance of being led by 
the Holy Spirit. Earlier, he 
played “My Jesus, I Love 
Thee” in a violin duet with 
Crossroads church member 
Matthew Beckford.

The church’s Pathfinder 
director, Delrose Allen, 
declared the day’s events a 
success. But no one planned 
to rest on their laurels. 
“This,” she said, “is some-
thing we can build on.”

—Neil Graves, communication 
secretary, Crossroads church

Crossroads Marches to the Beat of Young Drummers

About 150 marchers from half-a-dozen churches strut in support of the youth in Manhattan’s 
Hell’s Kitchen area.

Pathfinders line up in front of Crossroads church to begin the march on abuse awareness and 
saying no to drugs.

Children in the kiddie corps line up before the march in Manhattan.
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There is no greater 
opportunity and 

privilege than co-laboring 
with Christ for the salvation 
of souls. This work of 
earnest, active soul-winning 
is not reserved for the 
clergy alone. Christ has 
commanded all people to 
participate in efforts to 
redeem the lost.

Early on in his Christian 
experience, Chris Hufnagel, 
pastor of the Southern Tier 
District in the New York 
Conference, says he felt a 
solemn responsibility to 
reach out to those who were 
“dead in trespasses and 
sins,” because he had just 
recently escaped the “snares 
of the devil.”

Within two years of his 
conversion, he enrolled in 
the Amazing Facts Bible 
Worker Training Course, 
AFCOE. This training 
further equipped him to be 
an active witness during 
the years that followed. 
Shortly after that, Hufnagel 
worked as a full-time Bible 
worker for seven months 
before attending Southern 
Adventist University in 
Collegedale, Tennessee.

Hufnagel says Southern 
deepened his training in 
how to be an effective wit-
ness. “I preached two full 
evangelistic seminars while 
at Southern, among other 
things.” Upon graduating 
from Southern, the New 
York Conference employed 
him to pastor four churches 
in southwestern New York—
Olean, Wellsville, Wayland, 
and Bath.

“We didn’t waste time 
in getting to work in our 
district. My goal is to give 
the opportunity for training 
in soul-winning to any 

willing church member,” 
Hufnagel says.

For the past two years, 
they have been reaching 
out to each church one day 
a week. Hufnagel goes to 
Bath on Tuesday, Olean on 
Wednesday, Wellsville on 
Thursday, and Wayland on 
Friday. He takes one of the 
members with him for an 
afternoon of outreach, fol-
lowed by prayer meeting in 
each church.

They currently have 
Bible studies going in every 
church. All throughout 
the district, roughly 15 
Bible studies are ongoing 
each week, each of which 
is always attended by a 
church member.

Many individuals have 
come to Christ as a result 
of the weekly outreach 
efforts in the Southern Tier 
District. While they have 
only seen a few individuals 
get baptized so far, many 
more are presently counting 
the cost of discipleship at 
this present time. There is 
no greater joy than seeing 
someone come to love God 
with all their heart, soul, 
and mind.

The group has tried differ-
ent ideas for finding interest-
ed persons in their district. 
They found the Bible study 
interest card mail-outs to 
be highly successful when 
accompanied with the prop-
er follow up.

They baptized one indi-
vidual by following up at 
her door with a Steps to 
Christ card. She expressed 
her desire to take Bible stud-
ies. Soon they were meeting 
in her home along with her 
son, who, coincidentally, 
worked with a church mem-
ber. Studies continued for 
some months when she 
decided to follow Christ all 
the way. Currently, she is an 
active member involved in 
many aspects of the life of 
the church.

While they can’t be certain 
how others will respond to 
their efforts, church mem-
bers feel it is still their job 
to plant and water the seed. 
God has blessed their efforts 
to reach out to their com-
munities. Hufnagel says, 
“There is no greater joy than 
soul-winning. My prayer 
for you is that you would 
give your time, energy, and 
resources to the great work 
of hastening the day of 
God. Maranatha.”

—Information supplied by Chris 
Hufnagel, pastor of the Southern Tier 
District, New York Conference

Southern Tier District Members Plant and Water Seeds

Wellsville church member, Roger Green, knocks on the door of a church neighbor to share free 
literature, talk, and offer prayer.

“Many individuals 

have come to 

Christ as a result 

of the weekly 

outreach efforts 

in the Southern 

Tier District.”
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OFFICIAL NOTICE
New York Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 

Constituency Session

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the sixth regular quadrennial Constituency 
Session of the New York Conference of Seventh-day Adventists called to convene 
at 10:00 a.m., Sunday, April 29, 2018, in the Union Springs Academy gymnasium, 
on the Union Springs Academy grounds, 40 Spring Street, Union Springs, NY 
13160. The purpose of this meeting is:

1.	To receive reports and establish future plans for the New York Conference.
2.	To elect conference officers, departmental directors, an Executive 

Committee, a Constitution Bylaws Committee, and a Board of Education 
Committee.

3.	To consider amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws of the New 
York Conference.

4.	To accept new churches or disband churches as may be necessary.
5.	To transact such other business as may properly come before the delegates.

According to the Constitution and Bylaws of the New York Conference, Article 
3, Section 2a, “Each church shall be entitled to one delegate for the organization 
and one additional delegate for each fifteen (15) members or major fraction thereof, 
each of whom must be a member of the church from which they are delegates.”

Lunch will be provided.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Organizing Committee 
will convene at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 8, 2018, at the New York Conference 
office, 4930 West Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse, NY 13215, for the purpose of 
appointing members of the Nominating Committee to serve for that meeting. 
According to the Constitution and Bylaws of the New York Conference, Article 
5, Section 1a, “The Organizing Committee shall be constituted as follows: Each 
church represented at the Constituency Meeting shall choose from among its 
delegates, or empower its delegation to choose, one (1) member plus one (1) addi-
tional member for each five hundred (500) members or a major fraction thereof.”

Miguel Crespo, President 
William McNeil, Secretary

OFFICIAL NOTICE
New York Conference Association 

Regular Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Regular Constituency Session of the 
New York Conference Association, a New York corporation, is called to meet 
in the Union Springs Academy gymnasium, on the Union Springs Academy 
grounds, 40 Spring Street, Union Springs, NY 13160 on Sunday, April 29, 2018, 
at 10:00 a.m., concurrently with the regular session of the New York Conference.

The purpose of the meeting is to elect officers and a board of trustees, to 
receive reports, and to transact such other business as may properly come before 
the delegates. Delegates of New York Conference Constituency Session will be 
the delegates for the New York Conference Association.

Lunch will be provided.

Miguel Crespo, President 
William McNeil, Secretary

The children at Bay Knoll 
school in Rochester, 

New York, were told that 
there would be no gift 
exchange between students 
for the Christmas season, 
but rather gift gathering and 
giving to neighbors in need. 
They collected coats, hats, 
mittens, and scarves for 
“Outerwear Outreach.”

On December 19, 2017, 
the students walked the 
streets of downtown 
Rochester, leaving bags of 
warm clothing, each bag 
containing a simple note: 
“I’m not lost. If you are 
cold, please take me to keep 
warm. Merry Christmas.—
Bay Knoll School.”

This act of caring has 
become an annual event 
to which the children 
look forward each holiday 

season. “I wonder sometimes 
who is blessed more—the 
weathered man by the 
library, who picked up the 
coat, wrapped himself in 
it, and gave us all a wave 
of gratitude? Or the young 
child, looking on, wrapped 
in the warmth of knowing 
he [or she] had a part in that 
thankful gesture,” says Sue 
Kingman, Bay Knoll school 
principal/teacher.

“We can all be 
missionaries this season, 
and throughout the year. As 
a young Christian, I was told 
that a mission field is a heart 
without Christ; a missionary 
is a heart with Christ. If 
you truly believe that, and 
want to live the life of one 
who gives often and freely, 
then do not think that you 
must cross some vast ocean 

to make a difference in this 
world,” Kingman says. “Just 
do what these kids from Bay 

Knoll school did. Simply 
cross the street.”

—Staff, Bay Knoll school

Bay Knoll School Students Engage in Outerwear Outreach

The children at Bay Knoll school work together to create packages to distribute in downtown 
Rochester as part of the school’s “Outerwear Outreach.”

A reporter from the local news station interviews one of the students about their “Outerwear 
Outreach” project.
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The Bethesda church in 
Amityville, New York, 

hosted its second annual 
partnership with the Circle 
of Love Ministry Food 
Pantry, on November 23, 
2017. Many volunteers from 
the Long Island area joined 
in preparing and distribut-
ing meals on Thanksgiving 
Day. In all, 1,600 meals 
were delivered from Coram, 
New York, to Brooklyn, 
New York.

Circle of Love Ministry 
has been providing 
Thanksgiving meals to 
the needy for 20 years. 
Bethesda’s mission is “To 
worship the Lord, serve 
our community, and to 
spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and His second 
coming by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” Thanksgiving 
was one opportunity 
for Bethesda to live out 
its mission and serve 
its community.

For Bethesda church 
members, thanksgiving 
means “the expression of 
gratitude.” For them it is 
a day to be grateful, to 
spend time with family and 
friends, and share memo-
ries. It is a time to reflect 
on the bountiful blessings 
bestowed on them by their 
heavenly Father. It is also a 
time to think about giving 
back and being a helping 
hand to others.

The members take 
Hebrews 13:16, ESV, to 
heart, “Do not neglect to do 
good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God,” because 
they believe doing for others 
is doing for Christ.

—Nita Ditele-Bourgeois, communica-
tion leader, Bethesda church

Bethesda Church Volunteers Deliver 1,600 Meals

Volunteers from Bethesda church and the Long Island area join in preparing and distributing meals.

More than 1,500 guests 
braved the snow and ice 

to attend the Altino Brothers 
“Hallelujah, Joy, and Praise 
Concert” on December 9, 
2017, at the Riverside Church 
in Morningside Heights, 
Upper Manhattan, New 
York. “Our reason for hav-
ing this Christmas concert,” 
says Nerva Altino, pianist, 
composer, and arranger, was 
to start the season reminding 
everyone of the joyous cele-
bration at the announcement 
of Jesus’ birth.

Brothers Nerva and 
Robenson Altino, mem-
bers of the Linden church 
in Laurelton, New York, 
debuted their newly-arranged 

holiday classics, including 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain,” 
“Jesus, O What a Wonderful 
Child,” “Joy to the World,” 
and “Silent Night.” The 
concert lineup included the 

Altino Brothers Chorale 
and guest artists Sequina 
DuBose, Devasha Lloyd-
Knight, Kim Harley, Taiwan 
Norris, Russel Paul, David 
Adams, Edison Alvarez, 

Nathaniel Thompson, 
Phoebe Haines, Errin 
Brooks, Chenee Campbell, 
Charissa Williams-Paulson, 
Cherisse Williams, and a 
host of musicians.

The Night Jesus Came to Manhattan

Robenson Altino directs the Altino Brothers Chorale during the “Hallelujah, Joy, and Praise Concert” at the Riverside Church in Manhattan, New York.
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About 280 smiling 
children waited in 

line with their parents 
at the doorsteps of the 
Northeastern Conference 
Adventist Community 
Services (NECACS) Center 
on December 20, 2017. They 
waited for a chance to pick 
out their gifts.

Each child was assisted 
by Northeastern Conference 
staff and dedicated 
volunteers to choose their 
toys, coloring books, and 
sweat shirts. Everyone who 
came was also treated to 
a hot meal, drinks, fruits, 
and cookies. In addition, 
every parent received a bag 
of groceries.

For the past four years, 
the NECACS Center has 
welcomed their clients to 
a free Christmas party. 
This event is designed 
to unite the community 

More than 350 Served at NECACS Center
and introduce the clients’ 
families to opportunities 
provided by the center.

“It was an amazing, 
exciting event and it was 
great to see the smiles on 
the children’s faces,” said 
Velma Lovelace, an NECACS 
Center volunteer.

Last year, the center was 
able to distribute 1,686 toys, 
104 bags of groceries, and 
335 sweatshirts because 
of donations from Ellen 
McKenzie, Food Bank for 
New York City, and other 
organizations.

NECACS is also grateful 
to the Calderon family for 
dedicating their time to 
prepare hot meals for more 
than 350 individuals.

—Keicha Gosling, executive director, 
Northeastern Conference Adventist 
Community Services Center

Northeastern Conference Adventist Community Services Center volunteers assist parents and 
children with choosing gifts and other items.

For the first time in the 
Altino Brothers Chorale’s 
history, they were joined 
by the Linden Seventh-day 
Adventist Church Children’s 
Choir, with their director, 
Elete Monereau. Their young 
voices added to the joy of 
the moment and to the mes-
sage of the song, “We have 
come together to praise the 
King of kings!”

The majestic sound of 
“Hallelujah, Joy, and Praise,” 
composed by Nerva Altino for 
the concert, echoed through 
the sanctuary with its high, 
vaulted Sistine Chapel-like 
ceilings that helped add 
to the acoustics needed to 
enhance the various changes 
of tone in the song. The choir 
went on to sing a variety of 
newly-arranged pieces by 
Nerva, including an a cappella 
piece titled “Have You Heard 

About the Baby?,” under the 
direction of Robenson Altino.

Of all the music rendered 
that evening, perhaps the 
most riveting was Nerva’s 
score of “Total Praise!” As 
with any music score the 
Altino brothers compose, 
there is always an unex-
pected surprise, a different 
interpretation—it was not 
arranged to be the tradition-
ally beloved “Total Praise” 
with which many are so 
familiar. This particular 
arrangement concluded the 
concert with a prolonged 
applause, a standing ovation, 
and a demand for an encore.

The Altino brothers’ love 
for music was passed on to 
them by their father, Jean L. 
Altino, an amateur pianist, 
who also sings in the cho-
rale. The brothers are virtu-
oso pianists and perform to 

national, as well as interna-
tional audiences. In addition 
to their career as concert art-
ists, the Altino brothers also 
serve as church musicians. 
Nerva is Linden church’s 
director of music and choral 
activities and also serves as 
director of music adminis-
tration at the Bridge Street 
AME Church in Brooklyn. 
Robenson serves as the 
music director of the Lenox 
Road Baptist Church and the 
choral activities director of 

the East New York Seventh-
day Adventist Church.

What’s next for the 
Altino brothers and the 
Altino Brothers Chorale 
is a Celebration of Black 
Composers and Arrangers 
Concert on February 17 
at the Bridge Street AME 
Church, and then the 
brothers are off to Dubai, 
Japan, and Europe for other 
concert performances.

—Lorraine Archie, contributor, Altino 
Brothers Chorale

The Linden Seventh-day Adventist Church Children's Choir perform at the Altino Brothers 
“Hallelujah, Joy, and Praise Concert.”
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In December, 65 mem-
bers of the Northern New 

England Conference boarded 
planes and traveled to Israel 
for a 10-day tour of the Holy 
Land. The goal of the trip 
was to see the land of Jesus’ 
birth and ministry and to 
view archaeological evidence 
of the Bible. It was, according 
to many who went, variously 
described as “the trip of a 
lifetime” or, “the peak of my 
spiritual experience,” or some 
combination of those themes.

The trip was the brain-
child of conference president 
Bob Cundiff and confer-
ence executive secretary 
Ted Huskins. Planning and 
promotion for the trip were 
in place for over a year, and 
many people spent a year 
making payments toward 
the cost of the trip.

“Preparations went 
smoothly and then, literally, 
as we were in the airport 
and preparing to board the 
planes, President Trump 
announced he was moving 
the U.S. Embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem. According to the 
news, protests in the Arab 
world were expected, but, 
in actual experience, we felt 
completely safe in Israel and 
noticed no unrest or disrup-
tions,” Huskins said.

“Our experience as a 
group was incredible,” said 
Huskins, “and here is the 
thing that almost everyone 
who went said about the 
trip: each day was amaz-
ing, and each day was 
better than the one before 
it. Everything just kept 
getting better.”

“That’s right,” adds 
Cundiff. “The first day was 
just . . . beyond words, I 
guess, because here we are, 
65 Adventists traveling as a 

group and, for most of us, 
it is the very first time that 
we are walking where Jesus 
walked, looking at hills that 
Jesus looked at, standing 
on shores that Jesus stood 
on. Doing that just has a 
way of bringing the Bible to 
life, especially when you are 
doing it for the first time. At 
the end of that first day, the 
group was exhausted and on 
a spiritual high. It’s a hard 
combination to describe, but 
a very good one. And at that 
time, we just didn’t see how 
the second day could be any 
better, but then it was. And 
the next day after that was 
better still, as was the day 
after that.”

“I think there are two 
top contenders for the most 
moving spiritual experi-
ence,” said Huskins. “The 
first of these is the song and 
worship service that we held 
aboard a boat while cross-
ing the Sea of Galilee. That 
was an incredibly meaning-
ful experience, to cross the 
same waters Jesus crossed, 
to look at the hills He looked 
at, to ponder His ministry 
while singing His praises. It 
was amazing!”

“The second contender,” 
interjected Cundiff, “and 
maybe we should have listed 
it first, was our visit to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 
Now, I’d heard that for 
many people, time spent in 
the garden was a profound 
spiritual experience, that 
when you contemplate 
what happened there, on 
the ground where you are 
actually standing, it literally 
takes your breath away. 
Well, that is what happened 
to me and many others. 
As the group stood in the 
garden and quietly prayed, 

The Trip of a Lifetime—Sharing the Spiritual Energy at Home

many were so profoundly 
impressed with the ministry 
and sacrifice of Christ 
that we had a hard time 
breathing regularly. Our 

breathing was more like 
sobbing. The experience was 
so intense, so moving, so 
emotional, that the effects 
were also physical.”

When the group stopped at the Jordan River, there were three moving first-time baptisms and 
many emotional rebaptisms.

The group sits on the “teaching steps” at Temple Mount and listens to a message from Bob 
Cundiff, Northern New England Conference president. Jesus taught at these same steps.

The group sail on the Sea of Galilee on a period-styled replica fishing boat.
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In a conference where 
Adventists are “thin” on 

the ground, the Searsmont 
church in Maine particularly 
stands out as a church that 
is some distance removed 
from other Adventist 
churches—a spiritual oasis, 
if you will.

For many members this 
relative isolation serves 
to make Sabbaths—and 
fellowship with church 
family—even more special. 
This heightened appreciation 
that the Searsmont 
congregation has for church 
extends to their pastor as 
well—Dorrin Patillo. They 
appreciate him and his 
service to them, and so it 
was that they planned a 
pastor appreciation day that 
turned into a celebration 
Sabbath for the entire 
church family.

Late last year, the 
Searsmont church dedicated 
the Sabbath services to 
acknowledging the service 
and dedication of their 
pastoral team, Dorrin Patillo 
and his wife, Jasmil. During 
Sabbath School, the team 

was greeted and presented 
with a boutonnière and 
corsage by the women of the 
church. Between services, a 
short video was presented 
featuring a day in the life of 
a pastor, which effectively 
reminded the congregation 
that the work of a pastor is 
complex and demanding.

Just before the worship 
service, head elder Carl 
Joy and Sabbath School 
superintendent Tisha Taylor 
presented Patillo with a 
plaque and Jasmil with a 
bouquet of flowers. During 
the church service, instead 
of a children’s story told 
by the pastor, there was 
a pastor’s story told by 
the children!

Following the worship 
service, the celebrations 
continued with lunch. As 
it happened, the Sabbath 
chosen for celebration was 
also the pastor’s birthday, 
and the fellowship hall 
was decorated accordingly. 
Finally, the celebration 
Sabbath was the pastor’s 
first Sabbath back after 
completing his Master 

of Divinity degree at the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Theological Seminary at 
Andrews University in 
Berrien Springs, Michigan, 
so his educational 
achievement was yet 
another cause for joy 
and celebration.

The Patillos are a loving, 
caring team who have given 
sacrificially to minister to 
the Searsmont congregation. 
Their dedication and 

faithfulness are recorded in 
the books of heaven, where 
God will someday reward 
them fully for their service. 
The members also expressed 
their appreciation by saying, 
“We love our pastor and his 
beautiful wife, Jasmil, and 
are so thankful for their 
willingness to serve!”

—Lily May Joy, communication 
secretary, Searsmont church

Searsmont Church Shows Appreciation to its Pastor

Searsmont church head elder Carl Joy, left, presents Dorrin Patillo, the church’s pastor, with a 
plaque and Sabbath School superintendent Tisha Taylor, right, presents Jasmil Patillo, the pastor’s 
wife, with a bouquet of flowers.

Everyone who went 
came back with a favorite 
moment and a list of unfor-
gettable experiences. They 
also came back with the 
usual tales of travel—jet lag, 
wondering how many meals 
in a row they could stand 
eating falafel and hummus, 
trying to communicate with 
people who didn’t speak 
English, bonding with the 
guides and bus drivers who 
helped them every day, and 
getting sick.

When asked when the 
next planned trip to the 

Middle East is, Cundiff 
demurs, “Well, we’ll see. 
The important thing now is 
to take the spiritual energy 
that was generated in those 
who went and turn that into 
real effort here at home, pro-
claiming the soon return of 
Jesus and building His king-
dom. I’d like to go again, to 
be truthful, but right now 
the burden on my heart is 
sharing the Lord that I have 
come to know better.”

—Scott Christiansen, communication 
director, Northern New England 
Conference The group participate in song service and Sabbath worship while sailing on the Sea of Galilee.
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Since 2013, the Village 
Church in South 

Lancaster, Massachusetts, 
has opened its doors 
to providing food for 
individuals in need. As 
the ministry has grown, 
the team of volunteers 
recognized that food security 
was not the only need in 
the community. More than 
a food pantry, Bread of Life 
Ministry has developed into 
a mission of compassion, 
giving attention to other 
needs with an emphasis on 
treating the individuals they 
serve as Jesus did—like 
friends and family.

During the 2017 
Christmas season, Bread 
of Life provided more 
than 150 people from 
the community a special 
dinner with a Christmas 
program, including music, 
videos, and a short sermon. 
More than 80 food baskets 
were also distributed, in 
addition to 200 toys for the 
children. The entire process 
for the event took more 
than a month to prepare, 
with collection boxes for 
toys set up in local stores. 
Food donations were also 
collected for the baskets.

Over the years, the team 
incorporated kids programs, 
nursing assistance, hot 
meals, and spiritual assis-
tance into their food pan-
try ministry. Bread of Life 
Ministry not only serves the 
Lancaster area, but also the 
Haitian and Spanish church-
es in the nearby towns of 
Leominster and Marlboro 
respectively. Some have 
also been baptized into the 
Haitian church because of 
the work of this ministry.

Currently, more than 200 
families are served each 

week. As God continues 
to bless their efforts, the 
faithful soldiers of the Bread 
of Life Ministry continue 
to do God’s work. The 
volunteers and coordinators 
thank God for the privilege 
of demonstrating the 
compassion of Jesus by 
serving others, and having 
the opportunity to spread 
the Good News to those who 
are suffering from poverty 
and social injustice.

The Bread of Life Ministry 
is accepting volunteers who 
would like to serve every 
Thursday, from 4:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. If your church 
would like to learn how to 
start a food pantry in your 
community, contact Sandra 
Mendes at (508) 302-4324 
for more information.

—Sandra Mendes, director, Bread of 
Life Ministry

Volunteers at the Village Church’s Bread of Life Ministry holiday event pose together for a photo.

Lancaster Church Feeds Both Body and Soul

Volunteers at the Bread of Life Food Ministry fill boxes with food to be distributed to people in 
the community.

People from the community enjoy a meal sponsored by the Village Church’s Bread of Life Ministry.
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SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE



AU YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS
EVANGELISM AND LEADERSHIP

 CONGRESS

(978) 368-8333

For more info visit

www.auyouth.com

JANUARY 18-20, 2019

SPECIAL PRESENTERS

Adriana Perera, Allan Martin, Andres Reyes, Bill Wood, Bob Cundiff, Brendon Albury  
Daniel Torreblanca, Dave Gemmell, David Dennis, Dionisio Olivo, Dudley Francoise, Elden Ramirez  

Elias Zabala, Everette Samuel, Gerson Santos, Henry Beras, James Black, Jose Cortes
 Paulo Macena, Paulo Tenorio, Rohann Wellington, Ron Whitehead, Tiffany Llewellyn

REGISTRATION
Early  3/1/18 - 6/30/18 - $179 
Regular 7/1/18 - 11/30/18 - $199
Late  12/1/18 - 1/3/19 - $249
(Hotel not included $99/night)

SABBATH ONLY REGISTRATION $99

Hilton Stamford
1 First Stamford Place
Stamford, CT 06902

(203) 967-2222

Keynote Speaker
C. WESLEY KNIGHT

Assistant Professor - Oakwood University Concert
DAVID PHELPS Speaker

GARY BLANCHARD
World Youth Director

Speaker
ARMANDO MIRANDA
Associate Youth Director - NAD

Speaker
DANIEL R. JACKSON

President - NAD



12501 OLD COLUMBIA PIKE, SILVER SPRING MD 20904  
  800-337-4297  |   AWR.ORG  |   @AWRWEB  |   AWRWEB

벽을 넘고 국경을 지나 땅 끝까지
NO WALLS NO BORDERS NO LIMITS

A D V E N T I S T  W O R L D  R A D I O

ANNUAL OFFERING 
MARCH 10, 2018

Radio travels where missionaries cannot go. 

In countries such as North Korea, people are 

finding desperately-needed hope in Christ 

through Adventist World Radio’s broadcasts.
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SAVE THE DATE

The Edward D. Herndon 
Annual Scholarship Benefit Concert

March 10, 2018 - 7:00 p.m.

Mount Vernon Seventh-day Adventist Church
230 South Columbus Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 10553

(914) 664-8586

An awe-inspiring Experience! Don’t Miss This!

Featuring
Hezekiah Walker and The Love Fellowship Choir

Gospel Great, Grammy Award Winner

Also
Ana Marie Henry, Metropolitan Gospel Artist

And
The Northeastern Academy Concert Choir

Join Friends from Near and Far!
For ticket information, contact:

L. Wells: (732) 979-7160
L. Watkins: (914) 374-1897

www.edhlegacyfoundationinc.org

ATLANTIC UNION CONFERENCE

2018 Music Festival
Featuring Choir

March 9-10, 2018
Atlantic Union College Campus

338 Main St., Lancaster, MA 01523

CONCERT
Saturday, March 10, 2018

3:00 p.m.
Machlan Auditorium

338 Main St. • Lancaster, MA 01523
Free Admission

Sponsored by
Atlantic Union Conference Offi ce of Education
education@atlanticunion.org • (978) 368-8333 ext. 3020
www.atlantic-union.org/education

ANNOUNCING 
Union Springs Academy’s

ALUMNI WEEKEND 

September 28-30, 2018

Honor Classes & Groups

VIP’s All Classes 1921-1967
ALL FORMER Faculty
1943 ~ 75 Year Class
1948 ~ 70 Year Class
1953 ~ 65 Year Class
1958 ~ 60 Year Class
1963 ~ 55 Year Class
1968 ~ 50 Year Class
1973 ~ 45 Year Class

1978 ~ 40 Year Class
1983 ~ 35 Year Class
1988 ~ 30 Year Class
1993 ~ 25 Year Class
1998 ~ 20 Year Class
2003 ~ 15 Year Class
2008 ~ 10 Year Class
2013 ~ 5 Year Class
Focus Era: 1955-1959

Note: Alumni Weekend dates for the following two years: 
September 27-29, 2019 & September 25-27, 2020

For more information about the 2018 Alumni Weekend, visit 
unionspringsacademy.org or follow the USA Alumni Facebook page.

NEW DATE!
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NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE

Music Clinic 2018

Final Piano Registration - February 1, 2018
Final Registration for all others - March 1, 2018

FMI and to register, please visit our 
website at nnec.org.  Click on Ministries & 

Departments for Education/Events.

April 5-7



College. Submit letter, addressing min-
imum and preferred qualifications, 
CV, transcript, and three professional 
reference letters to: roberto.reyna@auc.
edu. For details visit www.auc.edu.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks a Director 
of Human Resources. The Director of 
Human Resources is the chief human 
resources officer of the university and 
serves as an advocate regarding ben-
efits, policies, and practices that would 
have a positive impact on employees, 
and as an advisor and strategic partner 
to university administration. Provides 
leadership through the management 
of a comprehensive human resources 
department, ensuring that all HR pro-
grams and initiatives are integrated 
and effective in supporting the overall 
mission, goals, and objectives of the 
institution. Visit www.andrews.edu/
admres/jobs/show/staff_salary#job_4.

UNION COLLEGE seeks a Seventh-day 
Adventist PA faculty member. Master’s 
degree required. This position will 
be responsible for both didactic 
and clinical components of the cur-
riculum. Prior teaching experience 
desired, but not necessary. Send CV 
and references to Megan Heidtbrink 
megan.heidtbrink@ucollege.edu. 
Further information: www.ucollege.
edu/faculty-openings.

OB-GYN AND PEDIATRICIAN NEEDED 
for Adventist owned /operated 
Rural Health Clinic on the cam-
pus of Weimar Institute at Weimar, 
California. Competitive pay. Call Dr. 
Randall Steffens at (615) 604-0142.

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks a full-time Systematic Theology 
faculty member for 2018-2019. Ph.D. 
preferred, master’s degree considered. 
Successful candidates will have teach-
ing and pastoral experience. Send CV 
and cover letter to Dr. Amy Rosenthal, 
arosenthal@swau.edu.

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
Education and Psychology department 
invites applications for a full-time 
faculty position. Preferred candidates 
will hold a doctorate in Education 
Psychology or Secondary Education 
and have university teaching expe-
rience. Master’s degree considered. 
Must have, or be able to obtain, a 
Texas teaching credential. Send CV 
and cover letter to Dr. Donna Berkner, 
dberkner@swau.edu.

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY is 
looking for a full-time English professor 
with a Ph.D. Candidates with a degree 
in any literature or writing specialty 
will be considered. Send a CV to Dr. 
Judy Myers Laue, Chair, Department 
of English, Southwestern Adventist 
University; 100 W. Hillcrest St., Keene, 
TX 76059; or at lauej@swau.edu.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY is hiring! To 
see the list of available positions, go 
to jobs.wallawalla.edu.

TRAVEL
MESSAGE MAGAZINE 120th Anniversary 
Cruise, August 19-26, 2018, sailing 
from Orlando, FL, to Haiti, Jamaica 
and Mexico. Special Guests: Barry 
Black, Willie and Elaine Oliver. 
Renew wedding vows and mission 
outreach in Jamaica. Pre-Cruise 
Power Weekend: August 17-18, cel-
ebrating redemption, relationship, 
and readiness for the incarcerated 
and their families. To register: (917) 
734-4859. E-mail: newarc@aol.

com. Website: adventisttravel.com 
or messagemagazine.com.

REAL ESTATE
1 BR CONDO in Honolulu, Hawaii, in 
Nu’uanu. Relaxing and affordable. 
Minutes to beaches, Chinatown, and 
hiking! Clean, comfortable, like-new. 
Sleeps six comfortably. Furnished 
kitchen; washer/dryer, and more. 
Free parking. Visit honcentralsda.
org or call (808) 524-1352.

SERVICES
SINGLE? WIDOWED? DIVORCED? Meet 
compatible Adventist companions 
ages 18-98 the old-fashioned way—by 
pen and paper. No computer needed! 
Safe, confidential, effective, fun! For 
more information, application, and 
pen-pal catalog, send $25 to: SDA 
Pen-Pals, P.O. Box 734, Blue Ridge, 
GA 30513.

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER For 75 
years, we have taught people to live 
healthy, avoid disease and maintain 
youthful energy; or helped with heal-
ing diabetes, heart disease, hyperten-
sion, obesity, arthritis, fibromyalgia, 
lupus, chronic fatigue, cancer, depres-
sion, anxiety and many more diseases. 
Invest in health, call (800) 634-9355 
or visit www.wildwoodhealth.com.

AUTHORS of Inspirational Stories, 
Christian Living, Health/Cookbooks 
and Children’s books, Call (800) 367-
1844 for your free evaluation. We 
publish all book formats and distrib-
ute to over 39,000 bookstores in 220 
countries. Find our new titles at your 
local ABC or www.TEACHServices.
com; used SDA books at www.
LNFbooks.com.

MOVE with an award-winning agency. 
Apex Moving & Storage partners with 
the General Conference to provide 
quality moves for you. Call us for all 
your relocation needs. Contact Marcy 
Danté at (800) 766-1902 or visit us 
at www.apexmoving.com/adventist.

CLASSIFIEDS
All advertisements should be sent, together 
with payment, to your local conference office 
for approval by the communication director. 
For advertisements originating within the Atlantic 
Union the rate is $35 for each insertion of 40 
words or less, and 50 cents for each addi-
tional word. For all other advertisements the 
rate is $40 for each insertion of 40 words or 
less and 50 cents for each word over the 40. 
There is an 80-word maximum. Check or money 
order should be made payable to Atlantic Union 
Gleaner or Atlantic Union Conference.

The Atlantic Union Gleaner reserves the 
right to refuse any advertisement. The rejection 
of any advertisement should not be construed 
to constitute disapproval of the product or 
service involved.

Classified and display ads appearing in the 
Atlantic Union Gleaner are printed without 
endorsement or recommendation of the 
Atlantic Union Conference. The Atlantic Union 
Gleaner makes every reasonable effort to 
screen all advertisements, but in no case can 
the periodical assume responsibility for adver-
tisements appearing in its columns or for 
typographical or categorical errors.

EMPLOYMENT
ATLANTIC UNION COLLEGE seeks develop-
ment officer. Requirements: master’s 
degree or equivalent, four to 10 years 
related experience and/or training, 
be a Seventh-day Adventist in regular 
standing; committed to the values, 
principles, and expectations of the 
Adventist Church and Atlantic Union 

ADDRESS CHANGE
Have you moved recently?

If you have moved recently, be sure to submit your 
new address information to your church clerk 
or conference.

Contact information for conferences is in the shaded 
box on the bottom right of page 23.

Help us keep your address information up to date!
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Bangor, ME	 5:25	 5:34	 6:43	 6:52	 7:01
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Pittsfield, MA	 5:45	 5:53	 7:01	 7:09	 7:17
Hartford, CT	 5:43	 5:51	 6:59	 7:07	 7:15
Providence, RI	 5:38	 5:46	 6:54	 7:02	 7:10
New York, NY	 5:49	 5:57	 7:04	 7:12	 7:19
Albany, NY	 5:45	 5:53	 7:02	 7:10	 7:18
Utica, NY	 5:52	 6:01	 7:09	 7:17	 7:26
Syracuse, NY	 5:56	 6:04	 7:13	 7:21	 7:29
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Buffalo, NY	 6:07	 6:15	 7:24	 7:32	 7:40
Hamilton, Bda	 6:17	 6:22	 7:27	 7:32	 7:36

Daylight Saving 
Time

BulletinBoard

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ATLANTIC UNION
GODencounters, Feb. 23-25, 2018, a young adult 
life-changing experience, sponsored by the 
Atlantic Union Conference Adventist Youth 
Ministries. auyouth.com.

Pathfinder Bible Experience, Mar. 24, 2018, spon-
sored by the Atlantic Union Conference 
Adventist Youth Ministries. compassion-
now.org or auyouth.com.

NEW YORK
Restoration International’s 14th Annual Northeast 
Family Retreat, March 14-17, Camp Berkshire, 
Wingdale, NY. Theme: Living Faith. Family 
Retreat is a time for spiritual refreshment, fel-
lowship, and family fun in a beautiful natural 
setting. The focus of the 11 messages is the 
practical “how-to’s” of living a happy and 
useful Christian life with an emphasis on the 
family. Also break-out sessions, youth choir 
and ensemble. Experience Family Retreat 
with us. www.restoration-international.org 
or call (518) 866-9962 or 9943. Sponsored 
by the Pawling church.

OUT-OF-UNION
Union College Homecoming April 5-8, 2018, honor 
classes are ’48, ’58, ’63, ’68, ’78, ’88, ’93, ’98, 
and ’08. For more information, contact the 
alumni office at (401) 486-2503, 3800 S 48th St, 
Lincoln, NE 68506, or alumni@ucollege.edu.

OBITUARIES
FRASER, Charlotte I. Fernald—92; b. Dec. 12, 
1924, in Warren, Maine.; d. Oct. 30, 2017, in 
Westminster, Md. She was an active member 
of the Camden church in Camden, Maine, for 
many years until moving to Bowdoin, Maine, 
where she transferred her membership to the 
Topsham church in Topsham, Maine. She had 

a spirit of adventure and enjoyed the outdoors. 
At the age of 87, she climbed Mt. Katahdin (the 
highest mountain in Maine) for the first time; 
and at 90 years old, she experienced her dream 
of visiting Scotland. She is survived by four 
children, George A. Fernald, Jr., David Fernald, 
and Joanna Fernald of Maine; and Mary Fernald 
of Pennsylvania; six grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, one nephew, and four nieces.

MORGAN, Phyllis L.—87; b. April 4, 1929, in South 
Woodstock, Maine; d. Jan. 7, 2018, in Norway, 
Maine. She was a member of the Woodstock 
church. She is survived by two children, a son, 
Craig (Cynthia) Morgan of Redford, Mich., and a 
daughter, Wendy Morgan of Westbrook, Maine; 
a sister, Janet; two grandsons, Chad (Joni) 
Morgan of Sequim, Wash., and Christopher 
(Mallory) Morgan of Cincinnati, Ohio; two 
great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews.

TURK, Dorothy L.—100; b. Mar. 28, 1917, 
in Brockton, Mass.; d. Nov. 30, 2017, in 
Skowhegan, Maine. She was a lifelong member 
of the Adventist Church with her member-
ship at the Norridgewock church in Maine, 
retiring there in 1982. She homeschooled her 
four children and several grandchildren long 
before it was fashionable to do so. On her 
100th birthday the students from Riverview 
Memorial school in Norridgewock, Maine, 
sang happy birthday to her at the Cedar Ridge 
Care Center in Skowhegan. They each made 
her a birthday card, and received a hug from 
her. She is survived by two sons, Ronald (Mary 
Lou) Turk, MD, of Greeneville, Tenn., and 
William (Nancy) Turk, DDS, of Norridgewock, 
Maine; and a daughter, Kathryn (Carson) 
Wood, of Westbrook, Maine; 12 grandchil-
dren, 21 great-grandchildren, and 12 great-
great-grandchildren, their spouses, and many 
nieces and nephews.
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A BOARDING ACADEMY EXPERIENCE IS [ Life Changing ]
Looking for a boarding school where your child can grow spiritually, soar academically,  

connect socially, and acquire 21st century skills? Look no further!

Atlantic Union Conference Boarding Academy Options

Pine Tree Academy students are meeting the 
future with confidence. Pine Tree Academy 
prepares young people for success in life 
through Christ-centered education and 
exceptional academics. For more than 40 years 
Pine Tree Academy graduates have gone into 
the world instilled with inner strength and 
balance, prepared to meet their future with 
optimism and confidence.

Contact Pine Tree Academy at 
(207) 865-4747 • www.pinetreeacademy.org

Northern New England Conference: 
(207) 797-3760 ext. 213

UNION SPRINGS  
ACADEMY

Union Springs Academy is committed to provid-
ing quality education in a Christ-centered envi-
ronment, educating students for a lifetime since 
1921. It is a school where people work together 
to promote wholeness. Union Springs Academy:

•	 provides support and motivation  
toward spiritual maturity,

•	 challenges each student to realize  
his/her full academic potential, and

•	 recognizes and accepts the uniqueness  
of each individual.

Contact Union Springs Academy at 
(315) 889-7314 • www.unionspringsacademy.org

New York Conference: (315) 469-6921 ext. 22

SPONSORED BY
Atlantic Union Conference Office of Education

education@atlanticunion.org • (978) 368-8333 ext. 3020 • atlantic-union.org/education


