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chon’t let the world
around you squeeze you
nuonsmanmum.))
—Rom. 12:2, Phillips
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Strength in Christ

ong ago, God created people. He provided minds that could relate
to Him in ways that no other part of carth’s creation could come
close ro. Those minds could even choose independence from Him.

In our Bible, God wiscly included a historical account of the human
family’s relationship with Him. That account, in the Old Testament, provides
a viral context for understanding how our surroundings influence our
relationship with God as well as our grasp of salvation. We necd to read
it often and apply ics lessons to oursclves.

God chosc to protect His people from influences chat could be
devastating o our relationship to Him and our understanding of what
constitutes truth. He did that by forming a very large community named
Israel. From Exodus to Malachi, one can trace the rug of war herween
the influcnce of God and che influence of their neighbours.

The record shows how, threugh compromise over time, Isracl, lictle by
fittleaccommodated the practices and beliefstructures of theis neighbours.
Those who were once strong in faith gradually traded away the priceless
treasure of the sure and cereain knowledge of God for conceprs they
picked up from the folks nexe door.

Todayyou and [ face the challenge of being strong in a time of compromise.
The values of acceptance and accommodation often eclipse our loyalty to
God and crernal truch. Each of us must understand how to live in these
surroundings, sharc our faith, and make ic real to those who are around us.
However, we can never afford the compromise of letting the sucrounding
culture defineand influence our thinking. God is still God. Truth is truth.
And sin, dangcrously, is still sin.

I am glad for 2 sovereign God whose serength is not diminished, who
has not changed wich the culture, and who wants us o be with Him forever!
It is hard to grasp, bue by faith [ believe it.

And so amid shifting values, amazing pressures, and incredible inde-
pendence, the words of rthe apostle Paul still hold their cimeless value to
you and to me: *Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own
mould” (Rom. 12:2, Phillips). ®

Mark Johnson is president of t he Seventh-d ay Adventist Church in Canada
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Prayer Request

Your surgeon is a Christian and he believes in the power qf{)rqyer
Each day ke personalty prays for his patients and he prays for Divine
guidance as ,{”: oge% or?;a{h';pmknt. - ' 3 :
~ Ifyouwould like your surgeon to pray with you personally before
your swgery, please check “Yes.” print your name and give this card
1o the Receptionist in the Surgical Centre when you check in.
“As prayer and religious affiliation is a personal choice, no pressure
will be placed on you in this regard and you can be assured you will
receive quality care regmdless of your choice.

D Yes Name:

At the Gimbel Eye Centre, every patient is
given a prayer request card. Over 50 percent
of patients request prayer.
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25" Anniversary Trip tKenya

jou.rney; 0][H0/be| March 15 - March 29, 2015
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Join this very special trip to celebrate twenty-five
years of humanitarian service.

-

What’s Included:

v~ Fully escorted tour of Kenya with an opportunity to meet the Tour Hosts: Ron & Nicole Sydenham
people you have helped. Chair, A Better World Canada

v Help out at schools, orphanages and clinics.

7’ Explore the local culture and connect with communities.

See the wildlife in the Maasai Mara and spend 3 nights in the
famous game park.

Tour Directors: Eric Rajah, Co-Founder, A Better Worid Canada T°;:e';:’ds;:;'g::’;:m7:::‘e':&’:
Brian Leavitt, Co-Founder, A Better World Canada

Share your skills | Feel the c&fference | See the country | Make an bn/vact

Sustainable Visit www.abwcanada.ca or contact
change to improve Jutie Stegmaier | 403.782.1141 | info@abwcanada.ca
|iVeS. A Better World Canada | #103 5033 52nd Street Lacombe AB




RVIANEW of a man is right in his own eyes,
NGt rd weighs the heart.—proverbs 21:2, ESv

he Pharisces thoughe their religious

aces made them pure, but they were

wrong! And if we think that our

religious aces make us pure, then we
are wrong too_ Jesus can see thmugh our peruness
and pretence, and He looks rigbe into our hearts,
In Matdhew 15:8 Jesus said. " These people honour
me with their lips, but cheir heares are far from
mc” (NIV).

God is as concerned wich che *why™ as the
“what” of what wedo! He is eoncerned with
what makes us tick. “ The Lord docs not look
at the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks ac the
heare” (1 Sam. 16:7, NKJV). “Every way of a
man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs
the heacet” {Prov. 21:2. ESV).

Somconc once said, “ We are suffering from
only onc discase in the wosld. Qur basic problem
isn't a race problem. Our basic problem isn’ta
poverty prohlem. Qur basic problem isn'c a war
problem. Qur basic problem is a heare problem.”

I am convinced that the problem of sin isn't
the world around us but rather che world within
us. And [ also have come to the conclusion that
God will never accepe anything less than tozal
purity within you and me. And that is why we
need Jesus—because we cannot change onr hearts.

We don'r sin because of our surroundings: we
sin becausc of what’s in our hearts. That's why

God is so consumed with the purity of our hearts.

He wants His best in us! He wanrs to live in us;
He wants to reign in us. If you put a spoonful of
winc in a barrel full of scwage, vou get sewage. If
you put a spoonful of sewage in a barrel of wine,
you still ger sewage. The Bible clearly explains
thae a licele bit of sin zaints the whole life. So the
question is How can ] possess a life free of

' Etlen G. White, The Desire of Ages, L 18

president’s

hypucrisy? How can T live my darly life in the purity
God wanis (v deposit in me?

The book Steps to Christ says:

It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape
from the pit of sin in which we are sunken.

Our hearts are evil, and we cannot change

them. ... Education, culture, the exercise of

the will, human effort, all have their proper

sphere, but heve they are powatess They may

produce an outward corecthess of behaviour,

but they cannot change the heart; they

cannot purify the springs of life. There must

be a power working from within, a new life

from above, before men can be changed

from sin to holiness. The power is Christ. His

grace alone can quicken the lifeless facuities

of the soul, and attract it to God, to hotiness.'

We must keep our eyes fixed on Jesus! Our
tocus must he on knowing and obcying God's
Word and inviting Jesus to live out His life in us.
"I myself no longer live, buc Christ lives in me. So
| live my life in this carthly body by trusting in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
tor me” (Gal, 2:20, NLT).

Don't take your cyes off of che prize. Jesus is
our hope and cxample. Colossians 3:1 reminds
us to sex our minds on things above and not on
the things of carth. God wants to give us a clean
heart and a pure mind. We need this so chat one
day we shall sce God!
When everything is sur-
rendered to Jesus, we will
do all the right things for
all che righr reasons. m

Wayne Culmore is president
of the British Columbia
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists.
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Why is it so hard to be consistent in the Christian
life as a teenager?

Oh, brother, are you asking me? | got a Ciin consistency! Believe
me, it's not justyou; it happens to all of us. True, the whole
hormone change phenomenon you are experiencing doesn’t
help. but this is anissue you'll deal with way beyond your teen
years. It comes with the birth certificate documentation. You
can find it under the“Sinful Nature” section.

Still, sinful nature or not, it is quite frustrating. There’s a
genuine desire to be consistent on Bible study, prayer time
and clean talk, and yet it becomes really hard to keep up
with those goals. Even the willingness fades. You become
discouraged when you can't maintain the level of enthusiasm
you felt during last year's mission trip or spiritual retreat.

Maybe we (you are not alone) got this consistency idea
wrong altogether.

Try this. Instead of basing your consistency’s success on the
amount of things you do right multiplied by the length of time,
focus on the overall direction of your heart. It may sound a little
vague, but | got it from the Bible. Luke said that"no servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other”
(Luke 16:13. ESV). Well, I'm quite sure you don't hate Jesus,
right? So focus on that. Make your goal to fix your eyes upon
Jesus, regardless of the ups and downs you might experience.
That's a consistency you can count on.

Do you have a question for Pastor fosué Sanchez? Email it to messenger@adventist.ca.



Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your feilow
servant just as | had on you?—Matthew 18:33, NIV
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Watching a butterfly in flight is like watching autumn leaves in the wind.
Unlike birds and most other flying insects, butterflies seem to flutter as
they fly. They fly as if they have no flight plan and no set destination. The
way butterflies fly actually protects them from enemies that would like to
eat them. It also makes them interesting to watch.
Visiting a greenhouse one day, | spotted a red admiral butterfly among

the flowers. But it wasn't flitting and fluttering. It looked clumsy and flew
slowly. It kind of lumbered along like a freight plane with one bad

engine. As | came closer, | noticed that its forewings were
crumpled and deformed.

Why does a God of love allow butterflies
to have misshapen wings? Why does He

-
allow babies to be bom with injured brains Do p{-!
or damaged bodies? It would be easy to :
get angry with God o reject Him because Using a full concordance, count the number of
there is suffering in the world. it's easier times the Bible says that Jesus “had compassion”
to say there is no God and that disabilities or was “moved with compassion.”How ‘:‘"" or
are the result of chance, an evolutionary change the way you live to follow Jesus’example?

accident that we are not responsible for,
than to roll up oursleeves, as Jesus did,
and find a way to help ease the suffering.
When faced with suffering, we should
admit, “An enemy did this” (Matt. 13:28,
NIV) and realize that we are all affected by
sinand in need of mercy and compassion.

-..{.’f(

Tammie Burak and her family enjoy studying and learning from God's creation.
You can contact her at tammie.burak@gmall.comorfollow her blog at www.creationcornerforkids.biogspot.ca. June 2014 %




roclaim

Members of Proclaim, L to R: Jose Daniel Sanchez
Abuchar, Joseph Hackett, Joel Brousson, and Bryan Lee.

FORTHE FOURTH CONSECU-
TIVE SUMMER, PROCLAIM,
CUC'S MUSIC MINISTRY
GROUP WILL BE BUSY
VISITING CAMPMEETINGS,
SCHOOLS, AND CHURCHES
ALL OVER NORTH AMERICA.

From Western Canadaro Eastern
Canada, they won't be far from you.
Proclaim is led by Bryan Lee, CUCS
VP for Marketing and Enrolment.
along with Berice Leavicr, the
group’s musical director. Returning
student singers include Joseph
Hackert and Joel Brousson.

New to proclaim this year is
firstyear student Jose Daniel Sanchez
Abuchar. Although new o the
campus, Jose has fully immersed
himsclf in campus life and has
cmbraced the CUC expericnce.
L.ong before he became a member
of Proclaim, Jose caught the eye of the music department and has been involved
as a member of the CUC Choral Union as well as the CUC Chamber Choir.
He sang and acted in the music departmenc’s Christmas production of Tie
From Galilee, playing the role of Mary’s father.

A religious studies major, Jose has also been involved in student-led youch
rallics. He has travelled with his ellow students to Saskatchewan and British
Columbia putting on weckend youth rallics for the local young people. His
talents also extend o the soccer field. where he was named the CUC's indoor
soccer team's top defensive player.

Jose, agraduate of Crawford Adventist Academy, was introduced to Proclaim
when the group sang during a visic. He remembers immediately falling in love
wich the group and decided that one day he would go to CUC and join Proclaim.
*I just fell in love with the group, especially when chey sang one of my favourite
quarter songs, “My Lord and 1" Thac day, I said to myself. ‘l am going e CUC
and I am going to be part of this group,” recalls Jose.

Singing is a passion for Jose, and he is excited to be a part of the group that is
ablc to share God’s love with so many people across Canada.

The firstyear at CUC has kepr Jose busy in and out of the classroom. “It has
been agreat experience. CUC is definirely a place where [ have grown physically,



mentally, and spiritually. This school has opened many doors for
me. God hasblessed me with a great group of friends, teachers and
Plain and simple, CUC has been a blessing

to me, and I believe that it can be ablessing for all of you, 100,

staff members. ...

stares Jose.
Asa member of Proclaim, Jose has a greater goal than just
sharing his passion for CUC. Jose states, “My number one focus

is ro share Jesus through music. Going areund to rhe different
schools, churches, and camp meetings is exciting. [ am looking
forward to meeting new people and making a positive impression
in cheir lives” |

To keep track of Proclaim’s busy summer, visit us at www.proclaimcuc.com
or visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/cucprociaim,

NSSE: Student Satisfaction H|gh at CUC

SINCE 2012, Canadian University College has participated in
the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE).

The survey targets first-year and senior-year students with
questions about their experience at their university. This past
survey year (2013), 27 Canadian schools including Canadian
University College participated in the survey. This research

is an important tool for CUC in continually assessing and
improving the CUC cxpericnec for all its students.

The students who participated in the survey are asked to
answer questionsabour their university experience in four main
caregorics: academic challenge, learning with peers, experiences
with faculty, and campus environment. In the survey CUC
Rrst-year and senior-year studenes consistently rated Canadian
University College higher than rhe narional average.

The NSSE also posed a few questions on overall student
experience and satisfaction with the resules published in the
February 24 issuc of Macleans magazine. These same results
were also published on the Macleans website.

When asked these two questions. “How would you evaluate
your entire educational experience at this institution?” and “If
you could start over again, would you go ro the same institution
you arc now ateending?” CUC first- and seniot-year students
answered favourably and, in most instances, higher than the

June 28 Ontaric Campmeet|ng, Toronts, Gnt.: Mark Haynal,
piesident; BiyanLee, VP Marketing & Enrolment; Jetrold
Ritchey, VP Advancement; Rhanda Bonet-Graham, Office
of Advancement; Proclaim.

July 4-6 ManitobarSaskachewan Campmeeting, Theodore, Sask.:
Mark Haynal, president; Bryan Lee, VP Marketing &

Enroiment; Proclaim.

July 11-19 Alberta Campmeeting, Bowden, Alta.: Mark Haynal,
president; Bryan Lee, VP Marketing & Entolment; Jetrold

Ritchey, VP Advancement; Proclaim.

July24-26  Newfeundland Campmeeting, Southwest Pond, Kfid.:

Mark Kaynal, president.

July 25-29 Maritime Campmeeting, Pugwash, b.S. Mark Haynal,
president; Bryan Lee, VP Marketing & Enrolment; Rhanda

Bonet-Graham, 0ffice of Advancement; Proclaim.

July 25-Aug.2 British Columbia Campmeeting, Hope, 8.C.: Mark Haynal,
president; Jerrold Ritchey, VP Advancement; Rhanda
Bonet-Graham, Office of Advancement.

Rhanda Bonet-Graham
Office of Advan cement,
(anadian University
College, Lacombe, Alberta

For our full campmeeting schedule, visit our campmeeting website at www.cauc ca/ontheroad.

Fercontage anvwering Delinitely uf Frotably Tes

How would you evaluate your Il you could start aver again,
would you go to the same

Institution you are now attending?

entire educational experience at

this institution?

cuc NSSE cuc
1*-YEAR 1¥-YEAR 4'"-YEAR

(a1 [
4™-YEAR

WESE pErTentEEes are the avarage scere of CanaSIan schools

national average of Canadian universitics and colleges that
participated in the NSSE. m

JR Ferrer is the director of communication
for Canadian University College.

For more information about the NSSE, visit www.cauc.ca/nsse.

Mark Haynal
President, (anadian
University College,
|acombe, Alberta

Bryan Lee
Vice-President, Marketing
& Enrolment, Canadian
University Colege,
lacombe, Alberta

Jerrold Ritchey
Vice-President,
Advancement, (anadian
University Gollege,
Lacombe, Alberta
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where are they now

Where Are
They Now

Tracy and Cer Bravo

10

Messenger: 10l me about your

childhood.
Tracy Bravo: My background is ftalian

and Spanish, but I was born and raised

in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Music is in my
blood: my mother’s side of the family is
all musicians. So it was alwaysa priority,
and from age six my three sistersand
started raking piano lessons; we even had
two pianos in the house. My parents were
wonderful, loving, and well organized.

M: IWhen did you start working as a
muysictan?

T: When I was 2] years old, the Voice of
Prophecy in Brazil called me o be their
organistand pianist, so | played for the
King’s Heralds. We spent half the year in
the studio and the other half travelling.
Henry Feyerabend was the figst tenor at
that rime.

M: How did you come 10 Canada?

T: In 1969. It Is Written wich George
Vandeman held evangelistic meetings in
Willowdale, Toronto, and Hamilton.
They called Pastor Feyerabend to sing
and asked me o do the music. During
those meetings I mer Maria Freitas, and
we became very close friends. Around
Christmastime we had an idea to invite
all the Portuguese people in Toronto to
my organ concert where Pastor Feyerabend
also spoke about the birth of Christ. From

June 2014

there, the Portuguese—as well as Spanish
and [talian—work starced in Canada.
After the evangelistic meetings. the
Onrtario Conference invited me to stay
as a Bible worker. I had a scholarship to
Andrews University to do my master’s in
piano performance, but 1 gave it up todo

Bible work.
M: How did you move from Rible work

into media?

T: When Pastor Feyerabend srarred
Adventist Radio Television Services
(ARTS), he asked me to help with the
TV programs and translate his sermons
into Portuguese. They also needed help
with finances bur didn'thave much of a
budget, so they sent me to school to learn
accounting and business administration.
Bur we never stopped 8Bible work, because
we also produced a telecast in Portuguese,
and I visited the people who calied in and
gave them Bible studies. Tt was a busy life.

M: Yes, it sounds very busy. Do you have
any special memories from those years?

T: [ mera young man who did not speak
Portuguese, so [ started giving him Bible
studies in Spanish. He became a very
solid Christian, and he also became my

husband.
M: Whereelse did you work in Canada?

T: [ worked with the Toronro District
School System as a senior accountant and

Messenger catches up with former leaders of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
In this issue we talk with Tracy Bravo.

Interview by Aimee Perez, Messenger Staff Writer.

the Onzario Conference in the payroll
and accounts payabl¢ department. In
1993 It [s Written called me towork

in accounting and alsostart the music
ministry. Eventually, I became the
treasurer and business manager. Ir was
overwhelming at times, but [ depended

totally on God’s grace, help and leadership.

M: Who have yoie worked with at It Is
Horitten?

T: Pastor Feyerabend was the direcror
when I started. After him came Shawn
Boonstra—what a wonderful speaker.
Finally,  worked with Bill Santos until
my rerirement.

M: Do you have a favonrite song?

T: “Grear Is Thy Faithfulness.” First of
all. the words speak about God's mercy
and love for us, which refleces what He
has done in my life. He’s been merciful,
kind, patient and faithful co me. Secondly,
the composition of the music ieself is
perfect. The melody and harmony flow
in a petfect sequence of emotion, tension
and release.

M: Whereare you now?

T: Cesarand I live in Mississauga. Since
retiring in 2007 I've been reaching piano
and helping churches with music. From
2010 t0 2013 I led our church’sevangelistic
choir; we travelled ro Oshawa, North Bay,
Montreal, Chicago. and New York. m



pilanned giving and trust services

The Wills Seminar Ends

“Welcome ta this sixth, and final, session of our Wills seminar,” che Planned
Giving director began. “How has the seminar helped you so far?”

“Having a will is impertant!” Sam spoke up. “Before this, I didn’t think
about the problems of roz having a will”

“[ liked the story about the injured Saskatchewan farmer who etched his
will on his tractor's fender,” said Henry. “Even though the court approved
his holographic will.! I'm goingto preparce a formal will® to ensure chac I've
covered everything”

“For me it was learning how to choase an executor” Susan commented.
“Ididn’ realize all the wark an execiror has toda.”

I was interested in hearing about life insurance for end-of-life expenses
and bequests,” a young man ventured thoughefully. *I'm definitely looking
into that for myself”

“Clearly, you have all been listening and learning!™ exclaimed the director.

“There is one very important topic [ wish we'd had time to discuss:
guardianship of minor children and providing for their care, such as truses
for children and grandchildren,” continued thedirector. “There is seitl much
to discuss with your lawyer. And just before you leave, here are some resources
for follow-up”

¢ Canada Revenue Agency. What to do if someonc has dicd:
see www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/If-vnes/d th/menu-eng heml.

1 Holographic will: completely handwritten, signed and dated by the o Your local conference Planned Giving and Trust Services direcror
person making the will. Experts advise against holographic wills
because they may be more easily challenged. Some provinces may
not consider them to be legal documents. o Campmecting and other wills-and-estates seminars

2 Formal will: this is a printed document preferably prepared by a lawyer
to avoidpotential problems of an improperly worded orinadequately
signed will. (Similar to Quebec’s notarial will prepared by a notary.) your will done right away!”

o Your lawyer and professional financial advisors

“Pleasc call if you need help!” concluded the direcror, “and be sure to have

ONTHE
What is your biggest fear about going to a new school?

ROAD W/ ITH (This question was asked at CUC)
B e C |< WITH CUCSTUDENTS FRONfONTARIO
AND BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Andlaine Joseph: Whether | dressed appropriately for the first day.

Rebecque Johnson

Jordane Smith: Not knowing anyone,
Hazel Fronda: Not knowing anyone. The need to feel accepted.

Kaitlynne Winsor: Meeting new people you will share the next school year with.
Wondering if you'll be accepted as you are. If you'll make new friendships, etc.

Madison Trupp: Making new friends, and | am afraid of being alone or ignored.
Not being part of a family.

June 2014 11
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world

“We want to make sure he's gainfully employed. That's one of our goals.”

Back on his feet

A Better World helps Kenyan man get his life back

John Hinga

ohn Hinga isa survivor.
The young man from Kenya has overcome the loss of
the family home and business, the death of his mother, and
ashooting that left him severely injured.

Hinga was living with his four siblings and their mother in
Eldorct, a town in western Kenya. It was late December 2007
and violence was crupting over controversial government
elections. Divides among various ethnic tribes widened.

The Hinga family, part of a minority tribe within Fldorer, fled.

“We made it to Nakuru, bur we didn’t have anything," said
Hinga, 27.

They ended up in a camp with others displaced by the violence.
The camp, with 14,000 people at its peak, was located in Nakuru,
Kenya's fourth largest city.

His immediate family along with other relatives. triced te stay
together in a tent. There were 15 of them. Some of them moved
to a relative’s house while the rest remained behind. Hinga wasin
the camp for abouta year, and during that time he slept overnight
in the camp'’s headquarters.

A Berter World co-founder Eric Rajah was visiting Kenya when
the troubles escalated in January 2008. He, along with his van
driver Charles Muraguri, volunteered at the camp. Ray Loxdale,
then project manager for A Better World, and Dan Jackson,
then president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
and now president of the North American Division, came as well.

June 2014

A Better World is a voluntecr-run organization creared and
governed by Lacombe’s College Heighes Adventist church.
[During a visit to the camp off ce, Rajah noticed Hinga asleep
underneath the able.

“We needed people te help in the camp and we found out
he had computer experience,” said Rajah. “He was already
helping out the camp director who said. ‘Here’s a guy who
might be able to help you!

Hinga voluntcered on the computer, performed other
miscellancous crrands, and scarched forindividuals who
needed support.

“We decided to stay in Nakuru after the camp closed—
there was still fear as to what had happened,” said Hinga. “We
were still relying on handouts.”

A Better World paid for Hinga to go to computer school and
helped him find a job in information technology. A Better World
invited Hinga to become the project monitoringco-ordinator for
Nakuru, giving him a small amount for his scrvices. He compiles
progress reports and takes photos.

[n 201 1, Hingas mother died. Hinga became responsible for
his three younger brothers and one younger sister. The youngest
was 12 at the time.

“John has had a rough life,” said Rajah. “He now has to take
care of his siblings. We want to make sure he's gainfully employed.
That’s one of our goals.”

In February 2013, Hinga was visiting a business in Nakuru
ro withdraw moncy carmarked for A Better World when
several young men robbed the place. The organization’s moncy
was stolen.,

Hinga left the shop and while ourside, the robbers stole
his laptop and shot him in the upper right leg. He was taken
to hospital in Nakuru and then rushed to Nairobi where he
underwent surgery. He suffered a bad infection and due to
other complications, Hinga had several more surgeriesand
was hospitalized for six months. His hospital bill was about
490,000 Kenyan shillings ($5.000 Cdn), which was later
reduced to half the cost. A Beerer World paid the bill and is
paying for rchabilitation costs, as well. Hinga's leg is slowly
healing.

Hinga said that words alone can't describe his relationship
with Rajah and A Berter World.

“I really owe them a lot because they have been there for me
at my worst times,” said Hinga. m

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is afreelance writer for newspapers,

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abwcanada.org. < <



What if people in our
community knew about
the Jesus we loved instead
of the things we don't do?

we
don’t...

shouldn't...
never ...
cant...

Communicating
ur Mission

er name was Alice. She asked to
H meet with me to learn more about
the Scventh-day Adventist Church.

“How did you find our church?” 1
inquired.

“On the Inzernet” she replied. “1
attended your church for the first time
on Easter weekend. | was hoping you
can tell me about your faich, since I have
never heard of it befere.”

“Well,” 1 said, feeling a little defensive,
“We ace a rather small denomination, with
abour 15 million members worldwide,
and less than 100,000 in Canada.”

During the course of the next hour,

I explained in broad strokes about our
belief abourt the Sabbath, our hope in the
sccond coming of Jesus and the church’s
understanding of a just God. I took greae
pleasure in emphasizing God’s loving grace
and His desire to be reunited with all of
humanity.

Alice was surprised by my explanation
of Seventh-day Adventist beliefs. I learned
that she had done her own research prior
to meeting with me. In fact, she had read
through all of the doctrines of our church
and could recite them back to me.

“In my reading about Seventh-day
Adventists,” shesaid, *1 discovered thatyou
promote a vegetarian dict and condemn
alcoho! and tobacco usc. Why didn't you
menzion any of that to me?” she inquired.

“I wanted te explain our belicf's to
you. What's important first 5 how to
know and experience the love of Jesus,”

I said. “Many of thesc lifestyle issues you
are referring to are what we eel| standards.
While they are deeply important to our
history and traditions, they fall undera

diff erent category than doctrines.”

Our exchange reminded me of a
conterence I had recently attended in
Scattle with over 800 other Adventists.
Early in the morming, I rode the clevator,
heading down to thelobby level. The only
other person in the clevater was a man,
who was staring at my convention name
badge. “Areyou a Seventh-day Adventise?”

“Yes, | am a pasror,” Isaid. "How about

you? Arc you atzending the meeting s also?”

He shook his head. “No, I live in
Loma Linda, Calif., and actually support
the hospital. I am here on business.”

At that moment the door epened,
and westepped into the lobby together.
Right in tront of us, about 25 people
were standing in a long line waiting to
order cheir Scarbucks. Each of them was
wearing an attendance badge similar o
mine, identitying them as Seventh-day
Adventist. The businessman smirked and
looked back at me. “Wow, I thought you
guys didn’t drink caffcine,” he said and
then walked out the door past the sea of
people waiting in the long line for thetr

cup of coffee.

I began to wonder. What if people
in our community knew about the Jesus
we loved instead of the things we don't
do? What is more important to us as

Adventists? When we explain our
peculiar lifestyle to others. do we spend
as much time proclaiming the love and
forgiveness of Jesus ?

After cthat hour of mecting with Alice
in my office, we promised to mecragain
to continuc our conversation about the
belicts of the Adventist Church. “Pastor,
before 1 leave, T wane to ask you one mote
question,” she said in a quict voice as she
gathered her purse and per.sond belongings,

“Yes, Alice. Whar’s your question?”

“You mentioned carlicr in our conver-
sation today that your denomination is
small, wich less chan 100,000 members
in Canada. lf you are so special and have
such a great message, why is it so small?
Why haven't the masses heard of you?” @

Kumar Dixit is the pastor of Cakridge
Adventist Church in one of the most
secular cities in the world, Vancouver, B.C.
Only three out of 10 people believe

in areligious deity. He is the author of
Branded Faith: Contextualizing the
Gospel in a Post-Secular World.

You can follow him on Twitter @kumardixit.
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JUST THE BENEFITS, PLEASE!

Words by God —John 10:10, NIV

Israel had forgotten what God had done for them, every-
thing He had brought them through to this point in the
desert. He had shown them His mighty and limitless power
when He sent the plagues to Egypt when Pharaoh would
not let them go. He brought them out of a land where they
were being oppressed and freed them from slavery.

Every day He guided them on their journey by a cloud
in the day and firelight through the night. When they got
to the Red Sea, the Israelites were stuck and began to
complain. Many of them started telling Moses they wanted
to go back to Egypt because this wasn't what they had
bargained for. While they were still in front of the Red Sea,
Pharaoh and all his army were coming to attack them. When
Israel saw the enemy coming for revenge, they were terrified!

Can you imagine what it would be like to see the same
people who had enslaved you, now coming after you
again? But God delivered them by sending a wall of fire to
guard the Israelites from their enemy and parted the Red
Sea so they could cross safely!

They saw God's power at work in very real and incredible
ways, and yet Psalm 78:11 says, “They forgot what he had
done, the wonders he had shown them."Instead they said
to each other, “Can God really spread a table in the wildemess?
True, he struck the rock, and water gushed out, streams
flowed abundantly, but can he also give us bread? Can he
supply meat for his people?” (NIV). They knew He was
powerful, and they saw firsthand all the wonderful ways
He had brought them through the desert, but they began
to desire His benefits more than they desired Him.

Do we do that sometimes? We know God promises to
work it all out for good—but what about the situation I'm in

-
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Watch “Treasure” by Meredith Andrews
on YouTube: http://goo.gl/205VeZ

At

with Tia

right now? Will He do it again? Do we blame Him when
things don’t work out the way we hoped or how we planned?
| think what happens is we forget who He is and end up
putting the focus on ourselves instead. We see our problems
and what we have to get done and take our eyes off him.
My question is: Where is our focus? Is the stuff—the miracles
and the blessings—more important to us than the Giver
of all of those things? You see, He desires to bless us and
provide for everything we need, but what He really desires
is our hearts. God desires our affection, our love; He desires
to spend time with us and to show us the bigger picture in
all of this, one little piece at a time.

To answer your question, God did provide food for the
Israelites. For 40 years, He opened up the sky and rained
down manna for the people to eat while they were in the
desert. The Bible says, “Human beings ate the bread of angels;
he sent them all the food they could eat” (Ps. 78:25, NIV),

What God wants for us is more than anything this world
has to offer—He wants to give us life. John 10:10 says, "l
have come that they may have life, and that they may have
it more abundantly” (NKJV). He is not talking about that
brand new car or a shopping trip to Paris for new school
clothes. If we focus in on only the benefits, we miss out on
a whole lot more. Let's read a little further. Jesus says, ‘| know
my own and my own know Me” (see verse 14). The abundant
life that God wants for us is an active and growing relationship
with Him in which He knows you and you know Him. m

Be Blessed

Tia Lawrence is 19 years old and a first-year college
student. She is a member of the Comox Adventist Church
on Vancouver Island. Tia's blog—refreshwithtia.com
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Never Give Up

p\r a2y ef

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

desperare young pastor was thinking of giving up.
Then he read James 5:16. It was as if God were
challenging him. It says, “The ¢ffecrual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

He looked up the text in che original language.

The Greek word for “availeth” indicated thac prayer

is a fundamental force. The young pastor thought,
Therefore, praying should make an observable difference
to people and circumstances—like the fundament al forces
of gravity or electromagne ism. Hmmm ... in other words,
James 5:16b is & estable hypothesis.

To eliminate sclf -intcrest from gerring in che way,
the pastor decided 1o pray for ochers like never before.
He asked cach member of his congregation to give him
names of three of cheir friends to pray for. Fach morming
he fervently prayed for peoplehe did not know.

“Coincidences” began to happen.

One of the tnknown people on his prayer lise, Edmond,
just happened to knock on his door. After learning
Edmond’s identity, the shocked pastor said ro him,

“Do you realize [ have been praying for you for weeks?”

The nexeSabbath Edmond was in church for the
first cime in seven years.

The pastor was standing in the foycr of his church
when he saw the tears of joy on Edmond’s sister’s face
when Edmond walked in. With watery eyes of his own,
the pasror sent up a silenr prayer to God: Dear God.
James S:160 is true. Fervent prayer works! 1 am looking
at it with my own eyes! Thank yon, Lord.

The pastor never gave: up.

Neither did God. m

Ern Brake is the ministerial director
of the British Columbia Conference.
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BY STAN JENSEN

I first met Tammy, and her husband Bernard, a number of years
ago when ! was the manager of the Adventist Book Center (ABC)

in Oshawa. At the time, she was one of the new auditors at GCAS.
! appreciated the Sittlinger's reasonable and supportive advice
and tips on how toimprove the bookstore. Today, Tammy’s
office is next to mine at the Seventh-day Adventist national

headquarters where my respect for Tammy’s love of family and

strong support of Christian education continue to grow.

Bermard, Jackie, Cady, and Tammy Sittlinger

16 June 2014 W4



EDITOR: Tei! us .t bit about you and your family.

TAMMY: [ was born in Texarkana. Ark.. and raised in
Fort Worth, Tex. I came to Canadain 1988. My husband
is Bernard Siztlinger, and we have two daughters, Cady
and Jackie. Bernard is the controller at Maracle Press, in
Oshawa. Cady just graduated from Andrews University
with a Bachelor of Scienee in biology/biomedical and
is going to medical school at Loma Linda University in
the fall. Jackie is going to start her third year in nursing
at Andrews University. Both girls have been dedicated
gymnasts with the Kingsway College Aerials and
Andrews University Gymnics.

EDITOR: Have yos: always been an Adventist, or was tlsere
a dejining moment in yotir Christian experience?

TAMMY: My grandfacher became an Adventist when my
mother was young. She went to Ozark Adventist Academy.
Unfortunately, she married someonc outside of her faith
and stopped going to church. When it was time for me to
start school, she decided that she wanred her children to
have a Christian education. so she returned to the Advenrist
Church. My father was baptized eventually, too.

EDITOR: Did Adventist education have an impact on you
staying an Adventist? If so, how?

TAMMY: [ have had all my education in the Adventist
system. lt is something [ will always cherish. [ now work
for the church, ... so to be able to be parr of the Adventist
community through the schools has been a wonderful
thing to have in my background. I feel chat it has kept

me strong in my faith and helped me share with my
neighbourhood friends during my childhood.

EDITOR: What wouid you say to someone who feels t/sat

be ur she cannut (zj/bﬂ/ an Adventist education?

TAMMY: My parcnts were poot. They really could not
afford the tuition for three children, but somehow they
managed without incurringdebe and without their
children feeling deprived of anything. This is something
that I will never forget about my parents—the sacrifice
they madc For me and my siblings to go to Adventist
schools. It’s all about priorities and investing in rhe future
of your children.

EDITOR: What isyour official fundion at the SDACC?

TAMMY: [ work for General Conference Auditing
Service (GCAS), which is the auditing arm of the

General Conference of Seventh-day Advenrists. My title
is regional manager, and my office’s territory coversall of
Canada. We audit the SDACC, conf ¢rences, and senior
academies, along with other entities, such as ADRA
Canada and It s Written Canada.

EDITOR: Have your worked anywhere else? What do you
[find different about this position?

TAMMY: I worked at an Adventist hospital it Fort Worth,
Tex., before deciding to recurn ro school for my accounting
degree at Andrews University. The work I do now allows
me to help the people 1 audit on a professional level,

EDITOR: If vthers were to be interested in working at
GCAS, what would they have to do?

TAMMY: To qualify to work for GCAS, you would have
to have a bachelor’s degree in accounting, and you must
beeligible to take the exam for the CPA or CA or alrcady

have one of these destgnations.

EDITOR: What are your day-to-day functions?

TAMMY: That is hard to explain te people who don’t
know what an auditor does. Basically, we rake the numbers
of the financial statements of our clients and verify rhat
they are reasonable. We try to ensure that the Canadian
not-for-profit guidelines and Adventist Accounting
Manual are followed. We also check tosce that North
American Division Working Policy is being followed.
This is a very simple description, buc [ love that my work
takes me from British Columbia to Newfoundland.

EDITOR: What do you enjoy most about your job?

TAMMY: Travel and seeing the people at the places [
audit.

EDITOR: Do you have a favourite Bible verse that you can

share with Messenger readers?

TAMMY: The angel of the Lord cncampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them (Ps. 34:7). This
has been a favourite verse of mine since | wasyoung but
has even more meaning now char [ travel so much. Iegives
me so much comfort. @

Stan Jensen is the communication director
for the Seventh-day Advent ist Church in Canada
andeditor of the Canadian Adventist Messenger.
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bullying”

Cold winds are blowing on Trinity Western
University’'s (TWU) Law School. On Thursday,
April 24, the Law Society of Upper Canada (LSUC)
voted 28-21 against TWU’s accreditation. On Friday,
April 25, the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society (NSBS)
followed Ontario’s leading and voted 10-9 to accept
TW?U only if it exempts law students from signing the
Community Covenant or it amends the Community
Covenant not to discriminate. They assert that TWU
is discriminating against thc LGBTQ community,
because, as an evangelical Christian university, it requires
students to agree not to be engaged in sexual activity
that falls outside of the definition or confines of a
one-man-one-woman marriage.

Further, iz is now evidentthat a TWU “victory” of
the BC Law Society’s decision is now being threatenced
by a new initiative to overturn that decision. The BCLS
will now review its decision to approve the T\WU law

June 2014

“| submit that what we
are witnessing is not courage
but unprecedented legal

The Cold Chill of the Legal Profession’s
Rejection of Religious Freedom

In the case of Trinity Western University Law School

school in Junc.

Given the precedents in Ontario and Nova Scotia, the
cold winds are also set to blow on the June 27 meeting
of the Law Society of New Brun.swick, which will decide
if TWU Law School mects the academic requirenients
for admission to the New Brunswick Bar.

On May 6, TWU announced it was taking the
LSUC and the NSBS to court. It will be a long road
to the Supreme Court of Canada, but undoubredly,
that is where the case is headed. Itisa repeat of what
happened in 2801,

These developments against accepting graduates of
TWU Law School set a dangetous precedentthatall
Canadians should be concerned about.

The legal profession has distegarded existing law on
religious freedom as enunciated by the Supreme Court
of Canada. The LSUC and NSBS havcactedin the

manncr they think the law ought to dictatc—not



according to what the faw actually requires. In 2003,
the Supreme Courr of Canada decided rhar the BC
College of Teachers was of Eside i n refusing to aceredit
TWU’s education degeee because the BCCT did not
approve of TW/U’s requirement that students not engage
in what TWU defines as immoral sexual aceivity. The
Supreme Court said in that case,

TWAU is not for everybody; it is designed to address
the needs of people who share a number of religious
convictions.... To state that the voluntary adoption of
a code of conduct based on a person‘s own religious
beliefs, in a private institution, is sufficient to engage
s. 15would be inconsistent with freedom ofconscience
and religion, which co-exist with the right t0 equality.’

We have arrived ata point in oursocicty where
influential legal bodices in this country ignore a Supreme
Court of Canada decision.

\X’hen 1 hecame a lawyer in Onrario. | madean
oath? thar stared, *1 shall champion the rule of law and
saf cguard the righrs and freedoms of all persons.” The
current faw is elear: TW/U hasthe right te have a religious
position on marriage. However, the opponents of TW/U’s
law school disagrec. Racher than accepe the currene srare
of the law. the opponcents have decided to administer
the current law as if it had alrcady been changed to meee
their interpretation. That is not how the law works. You
change the law first—by the appropriate authori'ties—
and then you administer it accordingly.

Thenormalroute for those who conscicntiously
oppose a law is ro cither convince the lawmaking body
ro change the law or face the consequences of civil
disobedicnce. In chiscurrent matrer, the legal profession
has dccided chat the law is inconscequential and can be
disobeyed with impunity. It has tuened che practice of
law upside down; we have a legal profession governed
not by law but by emorion. Y henever this has happened
in the past, it has proven to be a harbinger of trouble.

The opponents, rather than seaying true to their

oath, have used the practice of law against TWU to
wear the universicy down. Never before in the hisrory
of this country have we seen a legal assaule of chis
magnitudc against a rcligious institution.

TWU has already passed the penetrating review
by the Federation of Law Socictics and was approved.
That should have ended the matter. The opponents
said it was not cnough and ueged that cach individual
law socicty have the “courage” to do its own separate
teview.? 1 submit thatwhat weare witnessing is not
courage bur unprecedented legal bullying, It is the same
tactic big multinational corporations cmploy o push
the lictle guy aside: wear them down. Eventually, the
targeted individual or entity gives up. Despite the BC
Law Socicty’s exhaustive examination of TWU’s law
school. it approved the school. The LSUC’s 28-21
dccision is a major sctback and will ultimately mean
yearsof further litigation as the case takes the long
road ro the Supreme Courr of Canada. This is, of
course, what the opponents wanted in the firse place.
For ¢xample, the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission
(NSHRC) argued chac the Nova Scotia Barristers’
Socicty should refuse to recognize TWU's law school
and thus trigger a judicial review with the expectarion
that the Supreme Court of Canada will rehear the same
issues it decided on in 2001 and chis time rule againse
TWuU.

We are clearly headed to the Supreme Court of
Canada. X hen there, we will see wherher thar Courr
will continue to be the jealous guardian of religious
freedom that it clauned in the Marriage Ref erenee
Case® in 2004 and whether the protections noted in
the federal Civil Marriage Act’s preamble holds truc®. m

Barry W. Bussey is vice-president of Legal Aff airs
at the Canadian Councit of Christian Charities.

You can read his blog at www.lawandreligion.ca.

>> Subscribe to Barry's Blog “Intersection” at wwiv.cccc.org/news_blogs/barry and get regular updates on the state of law and religion in Canada.
Justtype.in your emall address at the box Indicated on the right of the webpage.

TrinityWestern Unrversity v_ College of Teachers, (2601) 1 S.C.R.772. at para. 2§.
?TheLaw Society of Upper Canada, “Licensing,’ p. 24, http://www.lsuc.on.ca;WorkArea/ownloadAsset.aspx?id=214 7485805. Emphasis added.
*Elaine Craig, "Law Societies Must Show More Courage on Trinity Westem Application,” The Globe and Mail, Desember 18, 2013, http//www.theglobeandmail.com/
globe:debate/law-societies-must-show-more-courage-on-teinity-western-application/article 16023053/.
*Lisa Teryl (Legal Counsel, Nova Scotia Human Right Commission) te Executive Committee and Council Members, “NSBS Request for Submissions Regaiding TWU's
Application for a Law School.” February 10, 2014, hitp//nsbs-org/sites/default/files/ftp/TWU_Submissions/2014-02-10 NSHC TWWU pdf. at para. 12.
*Reference re Same-Sex Marriage, [2004] 3 S.C.R. 698, 2004 SCC 79. online-. http://scc-csclexum.com/sce-csc/scc-csc/en/item/2196/index.do.
*Civll Marrfage Act, $.C. 2005, c. 33, Assented 102005-07-20, online: http//laws-lois.Justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-31.5/page-1.bitml - the Preamble states, in part:
WHEREAS everyone has the freedom of conscience and religion under section 2 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms;
WHEREAS nothing in this Act affects the guarantee of freedom of conscience and religion and, in particular, the freedom of members of rellgious
groups to hold and declare their teligious bellefs and the ¥reedom of officials of religious groups to refuseto peiform marriages thatare not in accordance with
their religious beliefs;
WHEREAS itis not against the public interest to ho!d and publicly express diverse views on marriage.
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Mow that they are enjoying greatr health because of ADRA's hygiene training,
Saro and her husband are optimistic about their daughter’s future,

Preah Yihear province.

The value of K n

A typical village home in nort

edge

hern Cambodia. This picture was taken inthe neighh odring

In Cambodia, a young mother realizes that training is better than material assistance.

aro Scouy is a 29-year-old mother
S living in the village of Kok Chan

in the Varin District of Siem Reap
Province, Cambodia. She docsn’t have an
address, and if she did, you couldn't find
her home on Google Maps. Her entire
village doesn't even show up on the map.

Sarois married and has a four-montch-
old baby girl. She and her husband ace
farmers, growing rice and cassava in the
tropical climate just north of the equator.
The weather is warm to hot year-round,
with an annual monsoon scason that
brings rain. Lif cis hard, but she and her
husband are young and strong,

The remote location of her village
has made it hard for Saro toaccess health
carc and cducation. Although she and
her husband qualify for government
assistance programs, they have not been
able to travel to the nearest government
office to acquire the identification they
nced to reccive assistance. Evenif they had
this identification, there is no assistance
to be found in Kok Chan.

Saro first heard of ADRA when she
attended avillage mecting in September
2013. Some ADRA representatives were
there to tell the village about a new project
that focuses on development, hygiene,
sanitation {including wells and latrincs),
nutrition, and agriculturc. Saro was

June 2014 [P

itnmediately interested and decided to
participate in the project. Despite her
lack of ID, the ADRA workers cnrolled
her in the program.

Before she joined her fellow villagers
in the ADRA project, Saro and her family
did not have good health and ofren became
sick. This in turn prevented them from
working their meagre plot of land, which,
asa result, reduced the food on their table,
the produce they could take to markert,
and the little moncy they had to buy the
nceessitics they could not make or grow
on thir licele farm.

After joining the ADRA project, Saro
realized that their sickness was caused by
poor hygiene practices. She has since
learned about hygicne, nutritious food,
and the importance of having a good
attitude. “Learning about these topics has
helped me do things better,” says Saro.

It’s important to notu that Saro has
not cven received any material assistance
yet. No one has given her food. tools,
cloching, livestock, a betzer home, or
even medicine. Yet, the knowledge she
has acquired is alceady helping her!

“What I have learned has already
benefitted me by showing me ways to
beteer take care of my health and my
family. I have realized that my attitude is
also important. Now I analyzc and think

about the problems Thave in a group and
make decisions so that one day my family
will have thebetter life T hope for.”

Onc of Saro's immediate goals is to
construct a latr'mne near herhome. A latrine
not only improves hygiene, health, and
overall cleanliness, buc in a practical sense
simply makes lifc casier. Saro and her family
recently used another family's latrine to
sec what it was like—and they were
pleasantly surprised!

Like many others in her remote village,
Saro is very family-oricnted. As such, she’s
nor keeping her newfound knowledge to
herself.

‘I have tried to share everything Uve
learned with my family, including my mom,
my dad, and my sisters and brothers,” says
Saro. "Nothing could make me happicr
than to have shelter, to have happiness in
our family, and for my child to obtain a
high school education and cnjoy good
healeh.”

“ADRA has helped me improve my
health already and build my character,”
says Saro. “I would like to thank ADRA
and thosc who supportthis project for
sharing their time, knowledge, and funds to
make this project happen in my village.” @

Story by Ryan Wallace, as refated by
Dos Dina, fieid worker for ADRA.

To learn more about this project or to support others in need like Saro’s family, visit www.adra.ca or call 1.888.274.2372,



literature evangelism

ecretly, quietly, Armand scoured the Internet, looking for answers to questions he
had been asking nearly all his lite. He grew up in a strict, religious household. But
) something troubled him about the things he was learning—even carly on as a child

—and he questioned the teachings and practices. When he was about 33 years old,

Armand began attending a church. Still, something didn’t feel right. Finally, Armand turned

to the Internet to search for truth.

ARMAND SEARCHED SECRETLY,

fearing the conflict that would arise if
his wife,who strongly opposed his
interest in other faichs, learned whart he
was doing. Thenone day he scumbled
upon a prescntation by Doug Batchelor
and dccided to listen. He was so impressed
that he listened to Batchelor’s other
presentations and then to presentations
by other individuals, all of which scemed
to confirm his own understandings on
mateters of Faich and the Bible. Soon,

a patzern began roemerge. All of che
presentations that spoke most deeply

to his mind and heart were given by
Scventh-day Adventists.

As hc listened, Armand began to pray
to God for help to better understand the
history of the church. Six months later,
in the summerof 2011, a Canada Youth
Challenge (CYC) studentknocked on
his door. Armand spoke with che student
licerature evangelist and examined the
books he offered. He flipped through
them until he came to thevery lase book,
The Great Controversy. Intrigucd, Armand
turned to the index and looked at the

Lifestyle Canada Education Service (LCES) is a chan'ty, organized to better fulfill the mandates of the liteiature ministry

chapeer ticles. Immediately, he knew his
prayer had been answered; thisbook

contained the information he had been
looking for.

Armand read the book over the next
year and was blown away. He became
strongly convicted about the truths he
learned, so strongly that he decided he
wouldno longer hide. He scarched for a
Scventh-day Adventist church close to
his home, and one Sabbach he walked
in. That very day the church was holding
an appreciation ceremony for the CYC
students who worked chat summer.
Excitedly, Armand approached che students
and told them he was there because of
their work. No greater demonstration of
appreciation for the work of lizeracure
cvangclists could have been preseneed
than to see, and speak with, a man who
had been led to the church and the faith
through their ministry. Armand was
bapeized and has faichfully attended the
church ever since. His active involvement
reflects his deep gratitude for having been
led to, and keptin, this body of faith.

Still, Armand’s home lif ¢ was difficule.

across the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. (LifestyleCanada.org)

Though firm in hisdccision, he faced
opposition from his wife, and each Saturday
he woke up and got ready to go to church
alone, having to leave his wife, son and
daughter behind. Then one day, as he was
preparing to go, hisdaughter said, “I'm
going with you.” That moment initiated
her faith journey, and now she isalso
growingand progeessing in her faich as

a member of the Adventist Church.

Armand’swif e remains strongly opposed
to his decision, but he presses on. “That
can’tstop me,” he says, “becausc if it did,
that wouldn’t be good for anybody, even
her. It'sbeena challenge, but [ get strength.
I get what I need.”

Armand’ story is a testimony to the
power and potential of the lirerature
cvangclism mimistry. Both he and his
daughter were led to chefaith because
someone knocked on his door and gave
him a book. =

Jonathan Zita is the director of
tifestyle Canada Education Service,
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ministry

music

Norwill Simmonds' music can be found
at your local ABC store or online. You
can visit him for more information at

www.norwillsimmondsministries.com.
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Spotlight

Norwill

(]

mmonds

‘I had no iaea the
plans God had forme.... "

otwill Simmonds grew up in a simple and modest home

cight kilometres ourside of Montcgo Bay, Jamaica, in a

town called Sale Spring. There, through the eyesof this
youngboy, lifc was magical and filled with wonder. “As children
we had che freedom to play, climb trees, makecartsand scoorers
out of wood, and just grow. There was no talk of allergics or
helmets. Scratches and bruises were the norm, and we healed
quickly. We had access to freshly grown food and fruits,” he says.

Laughter and faith in God were the common threads thac
Norwill remembers growing up as the only boy in his family.
“My sisters even to this day have always been chere for me and
will protect me with their lives,” he says.

From carly on, the sounds of Southern Gospel favourites
Jim Reeves, Skeeter Davis, and Chadie Pride filled rhe air, and
Norwill knew all of their songs by memory. However, singing
one of these songs wasn't what marked his debut: in face, ic
wasn't a Christian song at all!

"l wasaround nine yearsold when | got che first opportunity
to sing,” says Simmonds. We had a pacty in Miss Wilson's class, and
Isangasongcalled ‘Duppy or Gunman.’ e was a very populac
festival songat the cime.”

But when Norwill's mom found out, she was not pleased, to
say the least! She wanted to know why he had sung at school but
had never sung at chucch! And there it began: with an invitation
to sing for God. “l had no idea the plans God had for me then.
Because of my music, [ was able to travel for the first time at the
ageof 12.”

Puccing the island cesorts to good use, Norwill participared
insinging to the vacatdioners to helpraisefundsfor ADRA and,

in doing so, reccived an invitation rosingat various churches in
Canada within multiple denominations, including Adventise
(From an onlooker). Thar one experience led to a performance
at the largest chuech in Canada, The Peoples Church. The doors
began to open, and shortly after that trip Norwill received a
contract offer to return to Canada and singat the Peoples
Church every Sunday, on relevision, and aceend their school
for a month. He accepted the of fer.

Doors have conrinued to open in Norwill's life. He has been
blessed with a beautiful wif ¢, Hollace Burncez-Simmonds. and
four boys (now ranging in age from 12 to 27 years old). He has
sungon 3JABN, sung in the UK and released two albums (with
a third on che way).

He shaces: "l am very conscious of the huge responsibilicy
God has bestowed upon me by allowing me ro minister through
music. [t means my life must be in accordance with what [ preach
through song, and so the choice of songs, the lyrics and rhythm
must be in accordance with God's will. So I scck Him before |
decide to do a song, because | want co make sureic’s the righe
song for the waiting hcarts.”

Norwill continucs ro sing and praise the Loed at various
Adventist (and personal) functions. “My goals for the future in
addirion to ministeting at the General Conference (GC)is to
present the gospel in the purest and simplese form co all who
will listen wherever God is willing ro lead me. I simply just want

to be used by Him." @

Naomi Striemer is a Chapel recording artist, Pacific Press book
author, Christian recording artist and sought-after speaker.

wivw.naomistriemermusic.com and www.naomiradio.com
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If you're a new member and have a question you would like answered,
please email newmemper@adventist.ca. We would love to hear from you.

A Near Adventist As

| am new in the church and want to know if we have to live through the tribulation.

new member

| can’t understand why we would, as we have already accepted Christ.

Thank yau for your question. Itis always
gruar dialoguing with those who are
looking for a clear understanding of
God's will.

You are right when you imply that
God gives peace to those who belong to
Christ. John 14:27 statcs, “Peace [ leave
with you, My peace 1 give to yeu: not as
the world gives do I'give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled. neither let it be
afraid.” Howcver, we arc still on this
fallen planct, where evil is present almost
everywhere. For that reason, God’s children
—ijust as well as those who are far from
God's kingdom—are part of the human
reality and arc vulnerable and susceprible
to adversity. They will be hure, gee sick,
be misundcrstood. etc.. as any human
being can be. The difference is cthac they
cope diff crently from those who don’t
know the good news of salvation. Every
day they receive God's strength to pass
through difficultsituations with trust,
hope, and love. As Psalm 23 says: “Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of dcath, I will fear no cvil; For
You are with me.”

Furthermore, Jesus didn’t promise
tranquility to his children. He announced,
“Do nor think that I came to bring peace
on carth. 1 did not come to bring peace
but a sword” {Mate. 10:34). Knowing the
resistance of the kingdom of darkness, he
confirmed that those who arc attached to
the truch, to the values of the Spirit will
live also in challenging conditions.
“Remember the word thart [ said to you,
‘A scrvant is not greater than his master”

If they persccuted Me, they will also
persecute you™ (John 15:20).

What is the reason for this hostilicy?
Ellen G. Whitestates: “The world loves
sin and hatesrighteousncss, and this
was the cause of its hostility za Jesus.

All who rcfuse His infinite love will find
Christianity a disturbing element. The
light of Christ sweeps away the darkness
that covers thcir sins. and the need of
reform is made manifesc. W hilc chosc
who yicld to the influence of che Holy
Spiritbegin war with themsclves, chose
who cling to sin war against the truth
and its representatives. Thus serife is
created, and Christ’s followers arc accused
as troublers of the people. But it is che
fellowship with God that brings them
the world's cnmity. ... They arc treading
the pach chat has been trodden by the
noblest of the carch. Nor with sorrow,
buc with rejoicing, should they meet
persecution.” Desire of Ages, p. 306.

We understand from this text that
Jusus was the source of infinite love. His
disciples accepted to follow Him, impressed
by the influence of His goodness and the
power of His words. And they continued
to be strongly attached to His teaching.
However, for those who didn’t accept
Him, the truth was considered as a threat,
as something questioning in permanence
their concept of lif e. This was the reality
in the past, and we trust God's word that
the events to come will confirm the cruel
reality of the permanent conflict between
good and cvil.

However, this should nor alarm us.

v All Scriplure references taken from the New King James Version.
* The Desire of Ages IMountain View, CA: Pacific Press, 1898), p. 306.

The book of Revelation confirms the
supertority of Christian expericnee over
any challenging situation: “Do not fear
any of those things which you are about
to suffer. indeed, thedevil is about to
throw some of you inro prison, that you
may be tested, ... Be faichful uncil deach,
and I will give you the crown of life”
(2:10).

In conclusion, don’t concentratc on
suffring, evil, cemprarions, or persecutions.
This is the plan of our enemy to disturb
us. Think about faithfulness, about God’s
incredible love, about the divine power
working in your life. In all circumstances,
turn your cycs upon Jesus. He is “the
author and finishcer of our faith, who far
the joy that was set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the righe hand of the thron:
of God. For consider Him who endured
such hostility from sinners against
Himself, lest you become weary and
discouraged in your souls™ (Heb. 12:2-4).
If, in becholding and emulacing Chrise,
we become as Heis, then our peace and
our joy will be permanent, even in vety
challenging circumstances.

Thercefore, be strong and walk with
Jesus. He is your Master. And wait with
paticnce and hope. Very soon we will see
Jesus. We will be in His kingdom. Live
for that blessed reality. m

Daniel Stojanovic is the vice-president
of administration at the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada.
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Be Thou |
My Vision “

The Howard Gimbel Story

BY J. D. VICTOR FITCH

vy Ll e

DR. HOWARD GIM BEL was born in 1934 to a pioneer
raised grain and operated a dairy near Beiseker, Alta. He wasthe fth in
a family of six children. Life on the farm was busy and involved chores
before breakfast, travelling to the community school by a horse-drawn
cart, and finally, evening chores. Weekends, and in the summer, there
was field work and haying. farm life was enjoyable and provided many
skills that would prove helpful in Gimbel‘s chosen career, such as eye-
hand-foot coordination for operating equipment and innovation to
keep the equipment going, even with baling wire on occasions.

24 June 2014 /\r.;’ "BeThou My Vision" by Nathan Greene, 2002, All Rights Reserved, Used By Permission. www.nathangreene.com






Top: The Gimbel family
during the early years of
Howard Gimbel's practice.

Right: Howard Gimbel in
the Walla Walla College
Physics Lab.
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[ WWC PHYSICS LAB

Every boy, at some rime, ponders what lifework he will choose.
Howard Gimbel liked farming and consideredstaying on the farm
with his dad. But one day as he was on the tractor, he realized
that even though farmingappealed to him, he wanted to pursue
a caring prof ession. He finally decided he would become a
physician. This decision was influenced by an uncle who wasa
physician and his brother who was planning on a medical career.

While completing his medical degree at Loma Linda University
Medical School, he pondered a choice of specialization. One day
he had the opportunity to look at the ¢ye through a microscope.
The ability to sec, with microscopic magnification, through the
transparent cornea and thus examine the dynamic iris tissue,
the lens of the eye,and the retina with its pulsating blood vessels
immediately fueled his passion for his chosen specialty of
ophthalmology. He completed an ophthalmology residency at
the White Memorial Medical Center in Los Angeles, Calif,
and began the practice of ophthalmology in Calgaryin 196 4.

Gimbel Eye Centre quickly expanded and soon became a
leader in cataract surgery. Dr. Gimbel’s fascination with emerging
technology ensured that his patients would receive the best care
available. In 1974 he became the first Canadian surgeon to use
an ultrasonic probe to remove cataracts. When he combined this
technique with the new intraocular lensimplant, the demand
for this surgery was immediate and significant. The procedure
didn’t require hospitalization, and with the cooperation of the
Calgary Foothills Hospital, he introduced outpatient eye surgery
in Canada. As demand continued to increase, he buile the firste
freestanding ophthalmic surgery centre in Canada.

Gimbel Eye Centre has a clinical and surgical suite in Calgary,
which has a staff 0f 49, and in Edmonton, astaffof 22, not
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including doctors.

In 1982 Dr. Gimbel's wife, Judy, who holds a master’s degree
in public health from Loma Linda, joined the practice as irs
chief administrator. “Judyhas been the greatest blessing of God
in my life,” he says, “and she used her innate management and
leadership skills to develop the infrastructure to respond to the
dynamic practice growth as patients flooded the centre for new
procedures. She was instrumental in expanding the practice to
include an out-of -hospital surgical centre.”

While developing new techniques in cataract surgery, Dr.
Gimbel also became active in refractive surgery, bringing the
radial keratotomy procedure to Alberta in 1984. In 1990 the
Gimbel Eye Centre was thessite of the first Excimer laser
refractive surgery in Canada. Since that time thousands of
patients have enjoyed a new world without corrective lenses.

Because of Dr. Gimbel's innovations, research, and significane
contributions in the advancements of ophthalmology, he has
received many honoursand awards. In 1992 he was inducted
into the Alberta Order of Excellence. The Honourable Gordon
Towers, licutenant governor of Alberta, said, “His innovative
techniques have placed him clearly at the front of modern
cataract surgery in Norch America, and his dedication to the
service of humankind has raised the standard of care in this
province” The program notes stated, “Dr. Gimbel was the first
ophthalmologist in Canada to use phacoemulsification for the
removal of cataracts. He is the developer of the Continuous-Tear
Capsulotomy technique and the Divide and Conquer phaco-
cmulsification technique, whichare accepted as international
standards of excellence for their saf ety and effectivencss.”

In 2004 the Foundation of the American Academy of
Ophchalmology established the Charles D. Kelman Educational
Fund to advance the knowledge of cataracts and its associated
problems worldwide. The following year the annual Charles
Kelman Lecture was established to honour an individual who
has made significant contributions to the advancement of
cataract surgery through innovation, education, or scientific
study. The first speaker was Dr. Howard Fine; the second, Dr.
Howard Gimbel. The one who introduced Dr. Gimbel said,
*Qur first and second speakers share more in common than
their first names, as both are probably the most recognized
names in cataract surgery around the world today.”

As a committed Seventh-day Adventist Christian, how docs
Dr. Gimbel live out his faith in his practice? If one were to tour
the Gimbel Eye Centre, would one notice anything to indicate
this is a Christian practice? The answer is yes.

One patient wrote, “I was fizll of trepidation at the thought
of having my natural lens removed and replaced by an artificial
lens, and I had never heard of Gimbel Eye Centre before [
stepped through your door. Butwhen 1 did and saw the painting
of you operating with the hand of Jesus guiding yours, I began
to relax and fFeel at case.” The painting this patient is referencing
is one Nathan Greene was commissioned to paint in 2002, titled
“Be Thou My Vision™ it depicts Dr. Gimbel performing surgery
with Jesus standing by him, His right hand on his shoulder, His
other hand pointing toward the surgeon’s hands.

Families of all patientsarcinvited to watch surgery ona
monitor through aglasswall. Every patientis given a prayer



request card. Over 50 percent of patients request prayer, and
many patients assure Dr. Gimbel they are praying for him.

Many patients have written letters of appreciation regarding
prayer. One wrote: “Please allow me to express my sincere appreci-
arion for your kind invitation to pray with me at the time of my
upcoming surgery. While [ am a belicving Christian at heare, [
must admit that [ am not as dedicated as I might be. As such, [
find the prospect of joining you in prayer prior to my surgery to
be particulacly special, as well as most reassuring and encouraging.”

Another wrote: “Thank you very, very much for the Christlike
care you demonstrated when I met you, and you prayed with me
before the operation. I was especially blessed whenyoussaid you
wanted to be an instrument in the hands of God. God answered
your prayer. [ can see clearly!”

A mudical student who came to the Gimbel Eye Centre for
training wrote: “I want to thank you for being a geeat example
of whatadoctor should be and also a servant of Christ. ... Nothing
can replace the experience I gained from watching your gentle,
calm intcractions with your patients and the delicate manner in
which you performed your surgeries.” Many who write letters of
appreciation also commend the caring, competent staff.

Since Dr. Gimbel began his practice, patient care has always
been his priority. “What is best for the patient” guides his every
action. He riadily shares any new method, innovation or
advancement in technology or procedures that creates a better
outcome for the patient with other ophthalmologists; he thinks
not only of his own patients but also other surgeons’ patients. He
sharcs his methods and findings with the medical community by
giving presentations at conferences, writing articles, perf orming
live surgeries presented by satellite from the Gimbel Eye Centre
to over 25 major conferences around the world, and by video
presentations produced by the Gimbel Eye Centre Foundation.
Dr. Gimbel also sponsored the Canadian Rockies Symposium
of Cataract and Refractive Surgery, which met yearly from 1984
10 1994 and met again in 2004. Its purpose wasto bring world-
renowned surgeons together to show by video their techniques
of refractive suegery, cataract surgery with intra-ocular lens
implanrs,and to watch his surgerics at the Gimbel Eyc Centre.

Dr. Gimbel'slove of research and teaching has been a
distinguishing feature of his carcer. He has co-authored two
best-selling textbooks in addition to numerous book chapters.
He is a frequent contributor to medical journals and is in great
demand as a presenter at ophthalmology conferences. He has
been an honoured guest speaker at many prestigious universities,
such as Harvard. Dr. Gimbel also holds academic appointments
at the University of Calgary, University of California in San
Francisco, and Loma Linda University. In 2000 he was named
professor and chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology
at l.oma L.inda University, a position he held until December
2013. He now continues to teach surgery one week each quarter
at Loma Linda University.

Dr. Gimbel maintains a close relationship with his God
through an active devotional life. Two of his favourite Bible
texts are: “In all thy ways acknowledge him. and he shall direct
thy paths” (Prov. 3:6) and “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:103).

Music has always been an integral pare of his life. Singing in

Top Left: Howard and Judy
Gimbel at the opening of the
first opthalmic outpatient
facility in 1984.

Top right: Judy and Howard
Gimbel at the International
Intraocular implant Club
where Dr. Gimbel was a
medal recipient in 2009.

Left: Dr. Gimbel performing
surgery at Loma Linda
University Hospital.

choirs and quartets as well as play 7ing the trombone have enriched
his lif c and that of others. He also plays the musical saw.

“As the devil tempts me to be proud,” Dr. Gimbel says, “Iam
blessed to have precious hymns that go through my head, such
as “Not [, but Christ .. ” “And as I dedicate my life to God,” he
continues, “I think ofthis one:

“Take my life and let ic be

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my hands, and let them move

At the impulse of Thy love.”

As Dr. Gimbel eeflects on God’s [eading in his lif e and his work,
he ponders: “Why me2? God doesn’t need me. He opened the
eyes of the blind. Yet He has given me insight to meet the needs
of those with sight issues.”

To young people contemplating their life work, he says, “Set
long-term goals, but don’t expect te secthe way clearly to that goal.
Do not get discouraged with the challenges of the more immediate
goals that need to be reached on the way toa higher goal. And
be prepared for a change in the long-term goals as new career
potentials open up. I think it is important to follow one’s interests
and natural abilitics, because the most contented people are those
who are able to do what they really enjoy as their job or career”

In the eyes of the world, Dr. Gimbel has had tremendous success,
bur ro him, he is compelled to burst forrh into the familiar song,
“To God be the glory, great things He hasdone.” @

J. O. Victor Fitchis a retired educator residing in Red Deer, Alta. He
and Howard Gimbel were classmates at CUC, both graduatingin the
1952 High School class. Victor is president emeritus of Canadian
University College, and continues to serve in various volunteer areas.
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kingsway college

Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service.

Jesus
be the

centre
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Kingsway College senior
Darnel Bazil is making a
positive impression on the
lives of those around him,

PARNEL IS HEAVILY INVOLVED IN
MANY ASPECTS OF LIFE AT KINGSWAY,
He serves as one of the music ministers in
the Stadent Association (SA), planning
and lcading praisc and worship, as well
as sclecting music for SA events. Heis a
member of the Symphonic Choir. Darncl
is the co-captain of the Varsity Men’s
Basketball ream, and helped lead them
to victory at the Andrews University
Cardinal Classic this past February. He
also serves as one of the six residence
hall assistants in the men’s dorm.

Born on the beautiful island of
Dominica, Darnel moved to Canada
ata youngage and began attending
Toronto Perth Adventist Church. Two
years ago the Onrario Conference hired
his fFather as a pastor at the Hamilron East
Adventist Church. They moved in the
middle of a school year, so Darnel decided
to come to Kingsway, a decision he made
years ago with a childhood best fricnd.

Kingsway has madca significant
impact on Darnel. He has been given
many opportunities to enhance his
spiritual, social, physical,and academic
life. Darnel has learned not only how to
become a great leader with the help of
the supportive staff membersbutalso
how to relate ro thosc above him. He
says, “TheKingsway cnvironment fosters
fellowship and bonding cxpericnees with

people from diverse backgrounds, blessing
cach student with the opportunity to
relate and reach into his or her own
community and share the love of Jesus.”

When asked about the importance of
Chriistian cducation, he replicd, “Itis a
placethatallowsme to connect to God
asmuchas possible. My goal every day is
to start a fresh relationship with God.
Christian education does nor focus solely
on academics. [rallows time for God to be
the centre of your school expericnce—be
it through chapel. vespers, Sabbath school,
Wecek of Prayer or even stopping to pray
with somconc in the halls. It gives you the
frcedom to express your love for God and
besupporred by likeminded individuals.”

One of the most memorable experences
Darnel had ar Kingsway was when he
travclled with the Public Relations team
in the summer of 2013. He had the
opportunity to travel te Newf oundland
and spend a week there during their
campmecting. The PR teamled out
song service in the youth section. and
Darnel preached a number of times. The
team was a positive representation for
Kingsway and the youth of the church.

Darndl plans to accend Canadian
University College in Lacombe, Alta.,
to study theology. He hopes to one day
work as a pastor wherever God takes him.
He has had plency of practice, preaching
in local churches and most recencly as
one of the speakers for the Preview
Weckend main church service at College
Park church. Darnel would also like to
hold an event to thank those who have
supported him along the way.

His favourite Bible text is 1 Peter
3:12, which rcads, “For the cyes of the
Lord arc on the righteous, and his cars
arc open to their prayer. But the face of
the Lord is against those who do evil”
(LSV). When asked what his favourite
song s, Darnel chose “Who Else But
God" by Tye Tribbett. The words of the
song show the greatness of God and how
He is like no other. m

Christina Lister is the development
coordinator at Kingsway College.

Correction: Lost month’s article on Remy Guenin was written by Christina Lister, not Ashley Airiola a s previously stated.
28 June 2014 /\/[ If you are interested in Adventist Christian education at Kingsway College contact the enroiment office at admissions@kingswaycollege.on.ca,




WE COULD USE
A HAND

ADRA works in more than 120 countries
around the world!
If you:
» Are committed to service
» Are an excellent professional
» Want to change the world,
one life at a time

Then come join ADRA'S ministry.
o to our website for career opportunities:

ADRA.org/careers
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DIrEaninmg NEWS

We are starting a new magazine
specifically for members in Canada
whose first language is French,
{e Messager will not be a translation

of the english-language Messenget,

but will feature original content
relevant to this population.

We are committed to telling
the story of the French Adventist
work in Canada
from coast to coast.

For submissions and
advertising questions
please email
lemessager@adventiste.ca

oday and for eternity

Jéé:
|YcHA'NNEL

June 2014

29



parkview adventist academy

Parkview
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Folusa Elizabeth Oyelana

oluso Elizabeth Oyelana, or Lizz, as she’s known

at PAA, is avery gifted Grade 10 student. She has

aspirations to take lessons in cello or French horn
and plays on both the basketball and volleyball teams,
and she still makes time for friends. Lizz chose to come
to PAA overother high schools so that she “could have
a beeeer relationship with God.”

Born in Nigeria, Lizz is che youngest of threce children
in a family who left home and moved to Winnipeg,
Man,, just scven years ago. As difficult as it was for her
parents to uproot their lives the firstdme, it was even
morec challenging for Lizz to convinee them to send her
to a distant, out-of -province academy they had never
visitcdand only heard of in passing. “But they saw how
passionate | wasabour going to PAA,” says Lizz, and so
she came.

“It’s been such a good experience for me, mecting all
these people.” Lizzwas surprised to find friends “from
just about everywhere” and sutrounds herself with people
from places as varied as Sri Lanka, India, Philippines
and Korea, not to mention right here in Canada. There
are several studenes who came with Lizz from Winnipeg,
and living in the dorm has strengthened their bond
through daily worships and praise time. “lc was hard
leaving family behind,” sh: says, “buc you make new
family at PAA. Besids, there are lots of breaks here, so
I can go home and visit.”

Lizz first learned about PAA whilc attending Red
River Valley Junior Academy (RRV JA), the Adventist
school in Winnipeg. Three years ago PAA’s Dauntless
student ministry team toured Western Canada and hosted
a weekend youth rally at RRV JA. Lizz remembers, “1
heard all che students share, and they were so spiritual
and funny and very involved. I saw thac it was a good
school, and | waired to have che chance to be like them.”

At thebeginning of the 2013/2014 school year, Lizz
signed up to audition for Dauntless in addicion ro choir,
the Maple Hall dorm club, and every sports ream chat was
formed. It wasn’t long before she realized her calendar
was way too full. Confronted with such a drastic change
in schedule and che need ro both wock and keep up
with her grades, Lizz had to let some things go. As she
gets ready for Grade 11, she is hoping to reorganize her
days so she can become more involved in PAA praise
bands and worships. “[ like developing new relationships
and getting to know people. 1love to sing, and singing
with fricnds is awesome. [ have stage frighe, but God is
working on my courage.”

Lizz is also committed to rhe strong academic
culeure of PAA. “It’s hard,’ she says, “but it makes you
smarcer. The ceachers help support your learning. You
can always go after school for help.” The classes Lizz
most enjoys arc ones such as English and social studics,
which introduce her to an ideaand help her develop and
express her opinions about it. Ms. Fernandez, especially,
has helped Lzz grow: “She really cares about everybody
and is likc a mom to us here.”

The positive and lasting PAA relationships formed
rhis year have convinced Lizz to finish high school here
in Alberea. Her goal is still to give her calenes and her
life to God so she can become confident cnough to
sharc like the students who help lead out in campus
programs and inspire her to grow. “l see God in our
PAA Sabbath schoolsand how the students chemselves
speak. Maybe I can become one of those srudents; Lizz
says. “That's what's soamazing about PAA. Tt takes us
our of our comfort zone, butit’sgood.” ®

Katelyn Ruiz is the communications assistant
at Parkview Adventist Academy.




Fort St. John Learning Centre student Kevin online.

West Coast Adventist School

Whatdoes online learninglook like? If

youhave tried learningata distance your-

self, you might recall receiving lessons to
work through and sending them off for
correction.

Or you may picture children sitting
around a kitchen table or a school room
in their home working on compurers.

Alchough these are facers of online learning,

West Coast Adventist School (WCAS)
is much more than that! Let’s peck into
a couple of onlinc “rooms™

Membcers of the Fore St. John church
in British Columbia wanted to provide
Adventist education for their children
but didn’t have enough children to stare

aschool. In the springand summerof 2013,

families mer wich Pastor Cavin Chwyl,
expressing their desire for Adventist
education. Pastor Chwyl contacted Lee
Richards, the principal of WCAS, to
cxplore how WCAS might help support
the church’s hopes. By September 2013,
three studencs had signed up for the new
Fort St.John WCAS I.carning Centre
that meets in the fellowship hall of the
church, and by January their number had
grown to five,

Gloria Lansall, the learning centre
supervisor. and her faithful volunteers

work wich studentsin cheir online classes,

providing daily support to help students
with their assignments. Teachers Melanie

Nicole and her mom.

Kartik and Erin Suchetland provide
online instruction, and ¢lementary vice-
principal Clarissa Long supports these
teachers in their quest to provide quality
online Adventist education. Pastor Chwyl
cxplains how WCAS has helped fulfill
his church’s desiee to provide Adventise
education: “West Coast Adventist School
has been helpful; chey are a phone call
away and are accessible. Alchough there
have been bumps in the: road of chis
growing cxperience, we wantto sec what
has happened at Fort St. John this year
expand to the church in Dawson Creck
next year!”

Let’s add colour to your picturc of the
family char has school space in the dining
room of their home, Nicole (Grade 7)
and Kiersten (Grade 10) Wong are two
WCAS students who cnjoy the freedom
that onlinc learning has given them. Nicole
works through her daily assignments with
the help of her teacher, Ms. Sucherland,
and her mom, Iris. She recently completed
a project abour the Forbidden City in
China thar she presented to her weekly
online class. She also enjoys vigorous
discussion of class topics with her online
pecrs. Kicrsten attends daily, live online
classes chat originate in the live classroom
in Williams Lake.

This semester she is trying out one
self-paced online course—letting her

education

sleep alitele later in the morning than the
live class would allow ! Kiersten's favourite
memory of being a WCAS student is her
cxperience at Face2Face week where she
travcled ro mecet her teachers and fellow
students in a live classroom for a week.
Because Kiersten and Nicole learn in

an online environment, they have the
flexibiliry in cheir schedules to enjoy a
whiclwind lif¢ filled with other experiences.
Along with a responsibility-building paper
route, they are involved in Pathfinders,
music lessons (piano and flute for
Kicrsten), fascinating ficld eeips wich
other scudents who learn at home,

and travel. Kiersten has parlayed her
involvement in the German school toa
paid rucoring position, something she
may not have been able to do asastudent
in a brick-and-mortar school.

Why does the Wong family choosc
West Coast Adventist School when there
arc otheroptions? Iris explains: “We choosce
West Coast Adventist School because it
meets our family’s commitment to pro-
viding Adventist education, knowingwe
have met educational standards in a way
that fits our lif estyle and our family's
needs.” m

Lisa Stevens is the Distributed
Learning coordinator of the
British Columbia Conference.
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campmeeting

Come Boldy
Manitoba-Saskatchewan
Campmeeting

July 4-12, 2014 at Camp Whitesand, Theodore, Saskatchewan

Ron du freez Chiis Holland DanSems KevinWilfley

Pastoy, Speaker/Director, Pasterand English Pastor/Director for Prayer
Complete Health Oregon Conference of It IsWritten (anada Coerdinator, Texas and Spiritual Grewth, Wash-
Improvement Project Seventh-day Adventists Conference ofSDA ingtonConference of SDA

Ontario Ca'mpme-e:ting

June 28, 2014 at International Centre, 6900 Airport Rd., Mississauga, Ontario

President, President, Ontario President, North Leader, Ministerlal Pasior,
One MustardSeed!nc,  Conference of Seventh-  American Division of Spouses Association. North Texas Conference of
Berrien Springs, Michigan  day Adventists Seventh-day Adventists  American Division of SDA  Seventh-day Adventists

|
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Priesthood of All Believers |
Southern Ontario Campmeeting

June 6-7, 2014 at Simcoe SDA Church/Norfolk County Fairgrounds
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Chaplaln, (rawford Regisiered Nuise and Vlee-President, Muller Mechanical Design
Adventist Academy, Ontario School of Evangelism  Systems Corgoration, Draftperson and
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action
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Alberta

Neil Peralta and his puppetswith Lyle Notice.

hat a fantastic Adventurer Family Camp weekend. OQur

theme was “Five Loaves and Two Fish,” and with over 260
attendees, the place was packed to capacity. The stage was filled
with over 100 kids, singing, interacting, and warshiping. Never
before have Iseen children so excited, so enthused, and so energeric.

All of sudden, a puppet named Ed, a blonde-haired boy with
a southern accent, popped out from behind a makeshift stage.
Ed was followed by another puppet named Kim.

“You came all the way from China?" asked Ed.

“Yes,” said Kim, “I came to tell che kids stories about Jesus
and the Bible.”

As the children listened intently to the puppets’ dialogue,
they learned that Jesus used a little boy’s lunch consisting of five
loaves and two fish to feed over 5,000 people.

Out of nowhere Ed and Kim then sang a song that became
quite popular over the course of the weekend: “Life without
Jesus is like a doughnut, like a doughnut, like a doughnut. Life
without Jesus is like a doughnue. There’s a hole in the middle of
your heart.” The children all burst into laughter.

It was nice to see children so focused as they listened to God’s
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Five Loaves, Two Fish, and a Couple of Puppets

Kalja Llungberg posing with the puppeﬁ at Adventurer Family Camp.

-~

word being brought across in an artistic and expressive way
using puppets. At one point, as the puppets were dramatizing
Daniel in the lions’ den, the comedy wasso funny that parents
started to laugh louder than their children.

On Sabbath afternoon, a group of families went on a nature
hike with Kevin Kiers, Alberta’s youth director. Another group
of families attended “Puppets 101,” where they learned how to
use puppets and even how to make their own, One hour in, the
groups switched activities.

The man behind the puppets was Neil Peralta from British
Columbia, who currently serves as the chaplain for Deer Lake
School.

We thank Pastar Neil Peralta for his great ministry to the
Adventurers that weekend. When asked why he is so passionate
about puppet ministry, he replied, "I love seeing the reaction of
the children’s faces when I bringout my puppets. Nothing brings
me more joy than to see children excited about Bible stories and
puppct ministry.”

—Lyle M. Notice, associate youth
director, Alberta Conference



Imagine It Better!

i May Your will be donc on carth as

it is in heaven” (Mate. 6:10, NLT).
When Jesus was teaching His disciples
how ro pray, He admonished chem to
pray chat His will on earch be carried our
in the same way it is in heaven. They were
being instructed to reach toward a goal
—something better—as they understood
God'skingdom ro be.

Christ’s followers through the ages have
been reaching for thar “something beteer”
in myriad ways. [t was this “something
better” that Fric Rajah, co-founder of
A Berrer World (ABW), planred in the
hearts of Andrews University graduates
at ceremonies held on May 4, 2014.

He had the privilege of addressing the
graduating class of 2014 while also being
awarded an honorary doctor of laws
degree from the university in recognition
of his international humanitarian work
during the past 24 years. Rajah is certainly
well qualified tospeak about improving
life circumstances and contributing to a
better world.

As he addressed the students, Rajah
mclded AU's mission sratement and his
own personal ideology during che two
morning graduation ceremonices for

Andrews University. He cited Matthew
6:10 and challenged the graduates to
“Imagine [t Better” as they embark on
their personal jourmeys. Rajah reflected on
how in 1981, while atrending Canadian
Union College:, Dr. Warr en Trenchard
told him that everyone is called to ministry
—to service, but not necessarily to bea
pastor. These: words would change the
coursc of his lifc.

Graduation day represents the culmi-
nation of gleaning considerable knowledge
and important skills. Bur what is nexe?
Rajah says, “If you use knowledge and
faith, you scrve other people. We must
do more than talkabout serving and pray
about serving. It is our responsibility to
affirm our faith through our actions.”

Prior to the graduadon weckend, |
had theopportunity to speak with Rajah.
Andrews University would be a brief stop
en route ta Kenya with a group of Canadian
students and ochers for another ABW
project. He spokeabout the humbling
experience of receiving the degree and
speaking in an academia setting, When
asked how this degree mighe provide
leverage ro A Berrer World, he spoke
of the wider awareness and credibilicy

it would bring within the Seventh-day
Adventist world or to anyone who hears
the ABW srory.

The Bible is replete with irsadmonition
and examples to serve one anocher. It’s
what Jesus did!

ABW continucs to be governed by
the College Heighes church. Succession
planningisin morion. It willbe intresting
to scc how God leads. Rajah believes that
the primary goal of every church should be
to serve and reach the local community.
Service is the gateway to doctrine. “ We
need ro be seen as a caring communiry.”
How is this accomplished? “Find a
common ground and build relationships,”
says Rajah. The changing of the heart is
God's work. In scrving we grow!”

As Rajah concluded, he challenged the
graduates to take some rime to imagine
what they could do to make our world
more like heaven. Sage advice for all of us.
Imagine it becrer! m
(For more informatton visit www.abwcanada.ca.)

—Llinda Steinke,
education communication,
Atberta Conference
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British Columbia

A Celebration of Life

Stanlcy Douglas Rogers, 65, passed
away suddenly on April 16, 2014, in
Chilliwack, BC. Bosnin Armstrong, B.C.,
predeceased by parents, Alfred and Pauline
Rogers ( Wettstein), and survived by
brother David (Peggy) Rogers and sister
Carol (Herb) Domke. Stan leavesa
vacancy for his wife of 10 ycars, Anita

follower of Christ, loving father and
husband with a tireless work ethic, a
generous heare, and a passion for making
acontribution. He spent 18 years growing
Rogers Foods Ltd. before spending the
next 24 years in property developmenr,
mostrecently as che founder and president
of Legacy Pacific Land Corporation since
1996. Stan wasa member of the BC
Conference Building Committee for

Rogers (Brouwer), and stepson, Corbin
Kempenaar, as well as Stan’s children
Cameron Rogers, Collin Rogers. Gina
Brillinger (Rogers) and st grandchildren.

Stan is rememlx-red as an cnereprencuc

years. Stan also played a major role in
building the Vesnon Seventh-day
Adventist Church. m

developer, community builder, voluntecr,

Manitoba-Saskatchewan

Costa Rica Mission Trip

s X ¥~  Ourlictle band of Canadians were

not prepared for whart we were to
encouncer in Costa Rica. However,
God was looking out for us. Onc of
the biggest ways God provided for
us was giving us a comfortable and
air-conditioned place to stay. For the
durartion of our trip. the temperatures
were berween 45 and 50 C. This
proved to be quite dif ficulr to work
in, and so a place to cool down was
truly a blessing.

God also blessed our work
there. Every day He kept us safe on
the worksite, and we were able to
accomplish much. We all took part
in construction in some way, by laying
brick. mixing cement, wheel barrowing

Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference Costa Rica Missian Trip 2014 participants with Youth Director, Richard Williams
(back row, far left) and Bible Instructors, Julio Davila (front row, far left), and SandraKoch(back row, far right).

or shoveling, and leveling the work
area. When we left the site, the ex-

n March 31,2014, agroup of 1@ peopleanswered a call and

headed to Costa Rica. Our group consisted of a varicty of
pcoplc‘ some with much experience in mission trips and others with
licele to none. Each person, however, had a heart to make a difference
for others. The goal of the mission trip was to help a church in Villa
Real by adding on a bathroom and srorage room to the already
existing pole structure, as well as to preach in the evenings.
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ternal structurewas complete. It was exciting to see the difference
from when we started to when we finished.

[n the evenings. after cleaning up from the worksite, we
would come back to the church to preach. The speakers were all
able to share a message of hope with the local people. During
one afternoon a portion of the group also got to go visit a local
school. It was interesting playing and talking to the students and



sharing smilcs.

Perhaps onc of the greatest blessings of the rrip was mecting
the pastor and church members there. What an inspiration to
see how these people have dedicated their lives to God's work.
Pastor Ricardo is working in the area, and though he is gerting
older, he still bikes to the homes of people with whom he is
studying the Bible. He currently has 50 Bible studies going on.

Beyond that, his sacrificia! spirit shone through as we gave him

news

parting gifts—he was already figuring our ro whom he could
pass on the gifts. What an honour ro mect Pastor Ricardo and
his fellow church workers.

After sad goodbyes with new friends, we started our trip back
to Canada on April 8. We left Costa Rica a litrle sunburned and
tired, but we also left impressed to continue working for God. ®

—Sandra Koch, Bibie {nstructor,
Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference

Ontario

Fourteen-Year-Old Holds

Fourtccn‘ycar-old Jonathan Kaberukaheld a special solo
piano recital in the Windsor Seventh-day Adventist Church
on Sunday, April 13, 2014, and invited friends and family to
come and hear him perform classical music. Because he is an
exceptional piano student, his reacher, Scoct Bastien, wanted
him ro gain experience performing in front of a real audicnce.

Jonathan started playing the piano at the age of seven and
wanted totakelessons because his older brother wasdoingsoand
he wanted to be “cool” like his brother. Lictle did he know that
with practice he would become an exceptionally gifred student.
[n 2013 he audirioncd for the Royal College of Organists
Scholarship for beginning students, with the purpose of providing
introductory organ lessons for pianists who have not previously
had any organ lessons. By the grace of (God, he received the
scholarship and has been taking lessons since then wich che
prestigious Professor David Palmer.

Now Jonathan enjoys playing both the piano and organ.
Jonathan has performed in three diff erent churches and has
donc extremely well, gaining more confidence with cach
performance. Jonathanadds, “The only other thing | would add
ro preparing for a concert would be to pray about it constantly
—as | Thessalonianssays. Pray without ceasing.’—because it
can only help in situarions like these.”

[ asked him, “Whar's in storc for the furure?”

He replied, “Only time will tell. Alchough, I wouldn't mind

Piano Recital

i -
- ) ‘;

Jonathan Kaberuka

continuing music throughout university, becoming a prof essor
and a teacher of music, being an organist and playing for church
services.” In the near furure, however, he will be participating in
the Kiwanis Music Festival in 2014. |

Sam Greer, “the No-Breakage Mover,” Retires

Sam Greer. the Ontario
Conf crence mover, has
parked his rracrar-trailer for the
fast rimc. After nearly 30 years
of moving the belongings of
church employees. studentsand
others across North Amcrica,
he retired on April 1, 2014,

As Sam moves into retirement,

he can proudly look back knowing

thar he was an exception in the removal business: he developed
asystem of loading the trailer without breaking anything!
“Other movers refused ro believe me,” he told the directors
and staff of the Ontario Conferencc ar a farewell dinner on
April 15. “They said that it is impossiblc, because something
always gets broken! ‘Not with my system. [ told them.”
Among Sam’s numerous memories since his 1985 employment
by the Ontario Conference is his very first trip. “I moved Pastor
Wayne Martin from the Quebee Conference to Ontario,™ he
recalls. “and being my firsc time, ir was really a learning experience.”
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Since then he has travelled to every state and provinee in
North America with the execption of the Northwest Territorics.
He is known in almost every confetence, having ferried their
employees’ possessions from one location to another. On more
than one occasion, he was faced with lif e-threatening moments.
"In such moments,” hesaid, "it was only the Lord who delivered

to cxpress their appreciation to Sam for his great help te them.
Pastor Gary Hodder, Ontario Conifcrence executive sceretary,
spoke of Sam’s winsome personality and strong work ethic. “It’s
been a joy to have known you in this capacity,” he said.
Now that Sam is retired, his travelling will be somewhat
curtailed. He says that he plans to begin by attacking the list his

»

me.

wife, Gloria, gave him ofjobstobe done around the house. ®

Mansfield Edwards, Ontario Conference president, describes
Sam as an ambassador for the conference and thanked him for

his many years of scrvice. He also chanked him on behalf of

many students of Canadian University College who asked him

—Halsey Peat, Director,
Communications and PARL,
Ontario Conference

Quebec

Grief Recovery seminar brings hope of healing to many!

uring the month of April, che
Granby and Sherbrooke Adventist
churcheseach organized a one-night
Grief Recovery seminar with authorand
speaker Daniéle Starenkyj. Using their
weekly “Pastor’s Column” published in
the newspaper to promote their venue,
both churches were blessed to be able
ro minister to the needs of those living
in the citics of Granby and Sherbrooke.
Actendance at both events was
predominantly non-Adventist, with
Granby church attracting 56 participants,
49 of whom were non-Adventist visitors,
and Sherbrooke church hosting 119
attendees, 100 o fwhom were non-
Advecntist visitors.
The purpose of these scminars was
also to promote a four-nighe Gricf
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Attendance was good for the Grief Recovery seminar held by the Granby and Sherbrooke churches in Quebec.

Recovery workshop offered by churches
located in the Eastern Townships of
Québec. Following the seminar 11
people attended the follow-up workshop
on gricfrecovery offered by the Granby
Adventist Church, and 27 people attended
the workshop offered by the Sherbrooke
Adventist Church. These workshops are
an cxccllent way to introduce people to
the benefits of a relationship with God.
Both churches, under the pastoral
care of Patrick Dupuis, have chosen to
promote health and community service-
based cvangelism and chis strategy has
begun to bring dividends. Through
the “Pastor’s Column.” seminars and
workshops. the Sherbrooke and Granby
churches arc having a positive impact on
their respective communities, and some

Author/speaker, Daniele Starenkyj, wrth Patrick Dupuis, pastor
ofthe Granby, Sherbrooke, and Abercom churches in Quebec.

of the attendees of the various health-
oriented church-sponsored activities
have visited the church for a Sabbath

scrvice or begun Bible studics. m



news

SDA Church in Canada
Barb Bickford—A VOAR testimony

Barb Bickford grew up on Bell Island. and she was searching for the
right church. As she was trying to find something to listen to on the
radio, shc happencd to find Voice of Adventist Radio (VOAR). Barb
says, “I didn’t know we could get Christian radio, and I thoroughly
enjoyed the wonderful music. ! certainly never knew anything about
the Seventh-day Adventist Church before then.”

Barb fele the Lord leading her to Christian fellowship. She said,
“Even when you think you are all alone, you are not, and God will put
someone in your path. Barb and her friend $heila decided they would
attend the Adventist campmeeting. just to check it out. It was there
that Barb introduced hersclf to the VOAR staff. After this they would
attend the Adventist church on Sabbach while scill atcendingrhe
Anglican services on Sundays.

The friends later attended a series of evangelistic meetings in the
fall, ar which point Barb made a decision ta get baptized. She said,

"God showed me what church I needed to get baptized in, and thac
was the Adventist Church. Barb says she's thankful for VOAR’s ministry
and for introducing her to the Adventist Church. She's thankful for the
opportunity to tune in each day for the wonderful blessings heacrd over
Barb Bickford her station. We thank God for Barb and for the people we hear from on
a daily basis who have been challenged and changed through God's
Word. ®

—7Tina Taylor, Communications Director, VOAR

To shaseyour storywithVOAR, ( -
email communications director,

Tina Taylor, at ttaylor@voar.ora.

/]

GEORGE’S
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and addr

A lable in French,

> > SDACCREVOLVING FUND REPORT:

For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao—quiambac.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-0011.
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PARCE QUE L'AVENIR DE VOS ENFANTS
EST IMPORTANT POUR NOUS, CHOISISSEZ:
L'ACADEMIE ADVENTISTE GREAVES, CAMPUS SARTIGAN!

Une devle pour vos enfanls!

45, 7e Rue Sartigan, St-Georges de Heauce, QC G5Y 588 418.222.0472

2200 Benjamin Avenne
QOuawa, ON K24 1P5
613.722.3774

\ T/

ot SH.;.,IJ
OTTAWA ADVENTIST SCHODL

-
€°L'r:ufﬂ‘-r

oaschonl@gyahoo.ca
wn.ottawaadventistschoolarg
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>S5 HIGHER GROUND
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Free tuition
Low student to teacher ratio
Warm friendly atmosphere
Alberta accredited
Project based
Technology based
Low cost bussing available

Adventist Education

www.highergroundehristianschool.ca
parkerteachi@gmail.com

1 SHIRLEY STREET SE, MEDICINE HAT. AG T1A BNS 403.527.2714

Why should | choose Greaves Adventist Academy for my
child or children?

In which universities do your teachers
usually stud
b il

Is it expensive for children to study at
Greaw

For more information please visit our website
www.greavesadventistacademy.com




B Announcements

PROCESS:

+All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries and tributes) should
be emailed to Aimee Perez
{perez.aimee@ adventist.ca)
orfaxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

« Every individual named in
the announcement must be
aware of the submissionand
have granted the submitter
approvalfor printing.

« Obituaries must besubmitted
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

« The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

« For more information about
Messenger announcement
policies, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click ‘writers
quidelines’then click
‘announcements.

B New Members

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Yan DiWang was baptized in
Richmond, B.C.,on Nov. 16,2013,
by Kevin Burrell. Yan, a recentarrival
to Canada from China was invited
to Bible study and guided by Annie
Gao, Richmond chuech's resident
Chinese Bible worker. She is now a
member of the Richmond church.

Ray Hoglin was baptized in
Richmond. B.C., on Nov. 16,2013,
by Kevin Burrell. Ray was a former
belicyer who decided to recommit
his lif: through bapeism after he
was befriended and encouraged by
Isruel Fisher, a vibranc member of
the Richmond church. Heis nowa
member of the Richmond church.

Joanne Ogawa was bapdzced in
Richmond, B.C., on Nov. 16,2013,
by Kevin Burrcll. Joannc was invited
to Biblc seudy by her longtime friends
Ken and Peggy Takahashi, She is now
amember of the Richmand church,

Daniel Su wasbaprized in Richmond,
B.C., on Mov. 16, 2013, by Kevin
Burrell. Dunicl, a student who was
seeking to dearn abourJesus Chris,
was guidud tnto his decision by Darren

Galivirz. He is now a mernber of rhe

Richmond church.

Hawking Tan was baprized in
Richmond, B.C.,on Nov, 16.2013,
by Kevin Burrcll. Hawking, a young
seudent and homestay resident with
Richard Warson was broughe co Jesus
through the personal witness of the
Wacson Family. He is now « member

ufthe Richmond church.

NEWFOUNDLAND

Olive Powell was baptized in
Corner Brook, Nfld., en Feb. 16.
2013.byJerry Logan. Olive cook
Bible studies wich TeIs Writren
(11W7), und as she watched Shawn
Boonstra's DVDs and had her many
quescions answered by I volunceer
Leena Maartanen, she knew she had
found the truth for which she had
scarched. Olive has made many dear
friends and continues co sendy and
grow in the knowledge and grace of
Jesus. Sheis now a member of the
Corner Brook church.

B Birthdays

Percella (Pearl) Harrison of Ajax,
Ont, celchrared her 103 hirthday
on February 23, 2014. Onc of God's

faichful servancs, Pearl is a member

of the Scarborough church and
originally from Clarendon, famaica.
Pearl’s crust in God has helped her
endure the journiey of life co thisvery
day, and she is a leguey and living
testimony of God’s ¢ndless love,
grace, and mercy over one of his
God-f earing mothers. God has
blessed Pearl with four children,
twenty grandehildren, wenty-two
great-grandchildren, and owvo great
grear grandchildren.

Reta Hill cclcbrated her 100% biethday
on February 6, 2014, in Conception
Bay South, Nild, not far trom where
she was born, ac Indian Pond. During
the catly years ofher life. she lived in
Montreal, Que, and then in \Vnshingf
ton, DC. whaix she married and

raised her son, Bernic. Rera has one
granddaughrer and one great-grand-
son. Her love for Newfoundland had
her frequently travelling home, so
afeerthe passing ofher husband she
decided chacher cravelling days were
overand scteled down in Conception
Bay South once again, where she
currently resides. She praises und
thanks the Lord thar she is stil | able
to live alone and care for herself. Rera
counts her many blessings everyday
for the Lord's warch and care over her.

B Obituaries

Mar jorle (née Willlams) Barriault
was born on November 20, 1933, in
Curling. Nfld, and died Auguse 3.
2013, in Comer Brook, Nfld. Marjoric
loved her Lerd.and her church. Ocher
than her family, her church was her
lif e and she seeved faithtully and
cheerfullyasa deaconessand greeter
for many years. Marjorie is predeceased
by her husband, Evererr; son. Psrert,
of Corner Brook: parents, Freden'ck
and Gladys; brother, Albert, of
Corner Brook; and sisters Erhel
Blackler-Pike. of Comer Brook,

and Julia (Rex) Park. of Sudbury,
ON. Surviving: sons. Ralph (Tonya)
and Michacl (Wendy): daugheer,
Beree {Derrick) Rowsell: brothers.
Ered (Winnic), Dave (Phyllis), arsc
Raymond (Linda): sisters, Olive
Hune, Verna {Lloyd) Buckle, and
Elizabeth (Phonse) Keough; 12
grandchildren and ninc great-grand-
children.

Ruth (née Hodgson) Bodrug s
bom on January 9. 1920 in Reginz,
Sask, and died on February 14,2014
in Saskatoon. Sask. Ruth was a
treacherand principal acthe charch
school in Saskataon f or 37 years. She
loved teaching and afeer she retired
she enjoved painting watercolours
and living her lif ¢ to the fullest. Ruth
ispredeceased by her husband, Joe:
patents, Christopher and Sarah: and
brother, Albere, of Maose Jaw, Sask.
Surviving: Son. Bryan (Marilyn), of

announcements

Calgary. Alwe: daughrer. Brenda {Brian)
Frazer-Tataryn, of Saskacoon, Sask;
sister, Pearl West, of Walla Walla,
Washington; three grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

Edwin Crombie was born on March
20, 1938 in Ponrrilas, Sask, and
passed away peacefully on May 10,
2013 in Red Deer, Alm. Edwin sught
Sabbach Sthool and gave sermons in
the Nipawinchurch,and loved to sing.
Fe also liked co share 3ABN videos
with peaple, ss he wanted people to
know Jesus andaceept Him as their
personal Saviour. He looked forward
[o resurrecrion motning. Edwinis
predeceased by his parents, Williaim
and Thea; and sisters, Norma Salls
and Lillian Haines. Surviving: son,
Dennis (1isa); daughter, Debbic
(Palmer) Halvorson: brothers,
Kenneth, Calvin, and Donnie;
siscers, Ruby Maicr, Eilcen Leach,
Bernice Sabistan, and Evelyn St.
Onge: six geandchildren and one
great-grandchild,

Gloria (née Sawyer) Deneau

was born on November 7, 1923 in
Ambherstburg, Ont. and dicd October
22,2013 in Souch Bend, Indiana,
Gloria was a member of the W'indsor
church forover 65 years. She assisted
and taugh in the children’s Sabbach
School dnisions, scrved as a deaconess,
and assisced with ingathering and
community services. She also volun-
teered with a non-profit vrganization
called Caring Friends. Gloria was
known for her poetry, as she would
write poems on special oceasions for
family and frends, or if somcone just
necded cncouragement, She wasalso
a dedieated supporter of Christian
cducation. Gloria is predeccased by
her husband, Yince: son, Jeitrey:
parents, Chailesand Merle Sawyxrs and
brother, Clarence Sawyer. Surviving:
daughrer, Lynda {Gus) Bell, of Sourh
Bend, [ndi:ma; five grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

Edward Gallant was born on
November22, (929, in Canora,
Sask,and died on February 4,2014,
in Kelowna, BC. Edward served as
head elder for many years. He was
the project managerin the design
and building of the Charlesworth
church in Winnipeg, Man. Afrec his
retirement, he was decply involved in
ADRA Wekfare Services of the Rutland
church in Xelowna, BC. Edward is
predeceascd by his parents, Anton
and Mary: brother. Fienry: and half-
brother, Stanlcy. Surviving: wifc, Mary
{née Tataryn); daughters, Winsome
(Edward) Croket of Hetlin, Alabama,
and Janer (Paual) 'Tackitr, of Kelowna,
BC: five grandchildren andseven
great-grandchildren.
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Ethel Heinricks was born on June
7, 1912, in Inglis, Man, and died on
February 16,2014, in Winnipeg,
Man. Frthel’s geandfather, Julius
Frolke, wasa Lucheran lay pastor
who bought ible Read mgs for the
Home from a eravelling colporeeur,
and in timc many in his family and
congregation converted to Adventisn.
Echel was actively involved in her
church throughour her lif etime and
served in many capacities. Until

the end she sang her favourite song,
“When We All Get to Heaven”

Ethel is predeccased by her husband,
Peter; parents; and all eighe siblings.
Surviving: daughecrs, Donna (Dwighr)
Rose, of Kelowna. BC: Joyve (Eric)
Mucller, of Abbetsford, BC; Casandra
(Jon) Hamer. of Hunesville, Alabama:
cighr grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren,

Laurence E. Jerome was born on
Ocrober 20, 1917, in Stetler, Alra,
and died December 27,2013, in
Oshawa, Onr. Laurcence assisted in
building Kendalwood church. He
was also a choirdirector and asong
leader. He participated in over 3¢
Maranatha and ADRA trips in Central
and North America. Laurence is
predeceascd by his first wife, Verna;
parents, Frederick Cc:)rgc und Agnce;
brother, Howard; and sisters, Greta
and Winona Evans. Surviving: wife,
Florence; sons, Michacl Waync,
Davrd Ross,and Datryl Martin;
step-daughters, Cheryl Logan,
Lyneree, Velma Popham, and Jillian
Owegas 135 grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren.

Anne (née Kapiniak) Pearson
was born on July 23, 1932, in
Kerchen, Sask, anddied on March
21,2014in Calgary, Alta. Annewasa
member of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church her enrire adult life, serving
the Lord as deaconess and children’s
Sabbath School teucher in the varmous
placcs she lived across rhe weseern
provinces, Annc is predeceased by
her parents, Frunk and Olga: brother,
Samu l:andsisrers Paul'ine (Ralph)
Zachary, of Sandy Lake, Man, and
Victoria. Surviving: husband, Harold;
daughrers, Valene of Calgary, Alra,
Gail of Kelowna, BC, and Collecn
(Wilfredo) Maniulit of Kent, Wash;
brothets, Joe { Joan) of Donalda, Albe,
Alex (Marlenc) of Armstrong, BC,
and Victor of Calgary', Alea: siseer,
Joyee (Willis) Adams of Calgary,
Alras five grandcehildren and two
great-ggandchildren,

Larry Vogstad was born on June 22,
1937 in Achabasca, Alta.and died
March 24, 2014 in Vemon, BC. Lary
is predecrased by his firsr wife, Mary
Vogsead: step-sons, Larry and Paul;
parcnts, Amfin and Incz: and brother,
Arne. Surviving: wife, Susan Bartsch;
son, Roberr (Gabi) of Haida Gwaii,
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B Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

« All advertising should
be submitted with local
conference approval.

= Paymentmust accompany
your ad, or it will not be
published.

« The Messenger assumes
no responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, nor liability
for the advertisements.
Acceptance of ads doesnot
constitute endorsement of
the products ar services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RATES:

Classified advertising—
$30 for 50 words or less; $S for
each additional 10 words.

For dispiay ads rates, sizes,

deadlines, and more, visit:
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

BC; daugheer, Marha (Jim) Shidlcr
of Lawai, Hawaii; step-daughter, Gail
{Rick) McDonald of Haida Gwaii,
BC: brother, Allan (Joan) of Agassiz,
BC; 12 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren,

B Advertisements

Planning an evangelistic series
or health seminar? Have quescions?
Need affordable, professionally
prepared handbills, brochures,

signs, banners and mail ing services?
Call free 800/274-0016 and ask for
HODPE customer service, or visit
www.hopesource.com. Weinvire

you to experience the [Hopesource

difference. (6/14)

Finding carrot juiciing messy and
time consuming? Pawdered carroe
juice eliminates the mess, prep time
and even the juicer. An excellent,
cconomical and cenvenicnt product.
Powdered beec juice proven to reduce
hypereension. Re-ad about the amazing
deruxitying and anti-aging bencfits of
beer juice: wwavnatural-painerelict-
guide.comn/becraging, Call Ray for
free infermation. 888/707-3663
rayfoucher@gmail.com. (7/14)

Wanted: The White Estace islooking
for original photographs, personal
irems, or other artifaets reluting to
Ellen White for d wpla vin its new
visitor center scheduled to open in
2015. To discuss your irem(s), please
contact James Nix ar 301/680-6557
or JimNix@ W hirctsarcorg. All
messages abaut your items will be

answered. (8/14)

REducation is Salvation Eog
: the Poor

‘_\"-\
v N

REACH Canada

(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

*VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION, NO SALARIES INVOLVED
*REACH Canada Incorporated as a registered charity in 1994
=Tax exempt # 895034189RR000 1

-Member of Adventist-Laymen’s Seivices and Industries

An independent ministiy supporting the SDA Church's mission
=Operates schools, orphanages, hostels, and feeding centeis
Actively working in 26 countries

*Seven branch offices

+0.04% from each spansorship is used for administration
“REACH International Inc. organized in 1973

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

QO YES! | will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
OBoy OIGirl O No preference

QO do not wish to sponsor a child but | would
like to make a donation of $
CJJoy FundCIGreatest Need[C1Other

Name
Street
City Prov. PC
Tel

@ REACHCanada, Box70529, 1801 Dundas St E
@ Wh'ithy ON, LIN 9G3, Canada (905) 720-1624
www.reachcanada org « info@reachcanada org
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Book your event today!
Concert, Speaking,
Assembly, Fundraiser,
Camp, Women, Youth...

Ph: 1-866-906-0153

Free African Children lhru Education
FACE orphans fve at home with survaing
family memberst Your $65 a year gift pays
school fess. uniform, pencils, pens, paper
and dlanket for a chilkd orphaned by war,
poverty & disease. FACE sends 100% of
your check bo Uganda hensends 1o you
a bax receip with your child's information,

g Ser! to: FACE /o Marta Roffey
1338 French Line Road,
Lanark, Oalsrio KOG 1K0 Canada

Phone: 613.289.5545 (5 p.m. -9 p.m)

“Nichols™

r’ . RED DEER, AB T4R 174
WWW, rea.'esrafemreddeer com

Jon: 403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

Relaxing MauiVacation. Only a
3-minute walk to the beach. I-bdrrt
w/ king-sizebed. Cleanand well-
maintained. Sleeps 4. Full kicchen,
washer/ dryer. Freeparking, Wi-Fi
and cals to U.S./Canada! 20-minure
drive to friendly Kahului SDA
church. Aftordable rates. Visic:
www.vrbo.com/62799 or call Mark
in U.S,at 909/800-9841. (8/14)

Better Life Television is seeking
broadcast engineer to maintain
20 TV stations and our Grants Pasy,
Ore, headquarters. Requires knowl-
cdge of RT broadcast engincering,
FCCregulations. SDA member in
good standing. Come enjoy the
beauriful Pacific Northwest while
helping to reach millions for Christ.
Ré&umé: ComaceBereerLif e@yahoo.

cotn. (6/14)

There is more religion in a loaf
of good bread than many think.
Nowyou can put your religion into
practice! Full service, retail/wholesale
from “scracch” bakery forsale. Inclodes
three town loes, 3000 square feec
building with living quarrers, all
cquipment. delivery van, recipes, and
inventory, contracts with wholesale
customers. Owners will mrain, if needed,
located in castcentral Alberea near the
major pipeline hub there is potential
for expanding sales base. Half hour o
the church and forty-five minutes to
the oucreach area. We havebeen in
business for over 20 years with a good
sulid reputation, and now we would
like to recire. Call Rhea or Lloyd ac
780/386-2253, or contact Karen
Cannady, Century 21 Candor Realry.,
780/385-8795.(6/14)
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Adventist Channels

Plus more than 60 other FREE Christian Channels
and News Channels on Adventist Satellite Dish /

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
l.egal in Canada
FREE Install Kit

High Definition and DVR

Connect to any TV » Record your favorite shows*

*optional USB memany required for recording

All New Satellite DVR Receiver

Complete satellite system only $249¢"

Plus shipping and tax

d@ Bulk orders

get discount!

866-552-6882- www.adventistsat.com

Medical Off'ice Space— I’rof cs-
sional building for sale in Creston,
B.C. Beautiful valley in Kootenays,
excellent location with lors of parking,
close to all ancillary services and
hospital. Home ro rwo Adventise
physicians for many years, one now
deceased and the other retired. Suicable
for physicians, ether medically refaced
profcssions, dentists or even business
space, Recent renovations inside and
our. See website for derails: www.
tketner.worpress.com. (8/14)

Two homes for rent on Gimbcl
farm located 17 kins. Eof Beisckeron
highway 9.75 km from Calgary and
50 kn from Drumheller. 1900 sq. fc.
house has new carper and paint. Two
bedrooms, 2 bachrooms (Qne full
upsaairsand parwal in unfinished
basement). Provisions for washer
and dryer on main foer. Second
housc smaller. Large garden between
homes. SDA church close by. Please
contact Judyvac 403/202.-3330.
(7/14)

Looking for autkors who huve
writeen a book on self -help for young
adules (depression, suicide, eacing
disorders, dating, erc.). Also aceepting
children's books, mission storics,
biographics, and inspirational /
doctrinal topics. Call TEACH
Services at 800/367-1844, (7/14)

Kaual, HI.Vacation Condo—
Makeour newly renovared, executive-
style, T-bdrm condo your home away
frem ... while vou relax and explore
the most beautif ul of che Hawaiian
Islands: Kauai. che “Garden Gtand.”
Best locacion on island with 2-minutc
walk to beach and waltking dismnce
10 restaurants, shops, all amenities.
Email or call Vivian thegeodlife@
lieteloon.ca or 888/301-3338. (9/14)

Church building rental opportu-
nity in Scarborough (Toronto)—
Summer 2014. Spacious, modem
facilicies available for growing or
established congregarion on Sacurdays
and weekday evenings in Scarborough
at401/McCowan Road. Prime
locacion with easy access to che 401.
Sancruary holds 400+ members and
off ers i pipe organ, grand piano,
projector screen and sound system.
Rental vptionally may include use of
kitchen, fellowship hall. washroons,
2 mccting rooms, 2 Sunday school
rooms (2l] fully furnished) anda bright
nursery/coddler room completely
cquipped with age-appropriate toys.
Storage space also available for your
nceds. Ample parking. Allarcasof
church are wheelchair accessible. Please
conrace us for further ‘information or
to book an appointmenc at 416/293-
0373, or cmail the church ac graceerc
@planeteer.com, (6/14)
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Digging a little deeper

Ic was an ordinary dayin Isracl. Our tour group, for which [ was functioning
as leader, stopped for funch at a restaurant that I had enjoyed in my past
trips to the region. It featured great falafel, a salad bar and a refreshing brecze
coming of f the Sca of Galilee. The restaurant, in the small yet endearing
town of Magdala, sat on the road from Nazarcth, Cana and Tiberias
toward Capernaum.

Bur was there anything extraordinary about this liztle town? I decided
todiga litele deeper. In Seprember 2009 a synagogue from the time of
Christ was uncarthed. Chances are good that Jesus visited icon his journcys
along thart very road. I read thac a scholar had estimated Jesus spent 80
percent of his ministey time in the northwest area around the lake, between
Magdala, Capernaum and Bethsaida. Being in places thar Bible readers
casily recognize felvas if [ was sitting on a gold minc of biblical history.

I dug even deeper, and ic turns out this was the hometown of Mary
Magdalene. The town of Magdala had the type of negative reputation
asa placc you would nor want your children toeven know exisced. Even
further. because Mary could freely eravel with Jesus, some scholars have
deduced that she had no family. And yet, even with her questionable
background, Mary was last ac the cross and Firse ac the grave. Foutteen
times the Gospels mention this person. Eight of those times she was with
a group of sincere, godly women. Five of thosc rimcs it was in conncetion
with the resurrection of Jesus. Mary dug deeper and was transformed.

Fast-forward to present day. Here I was, enjoying a tradicional Jewish
mcal while surfing the Intemet in Mary’s hometown. Going to Isracl and
Jordan brought the Gospels to life for our tour group. When we reread
the Scripturcs on-sitc, it was like reading them with fresh eyes. Biblical
narratives came alive, and the events depicted fele real and almost tangible.
Our hope in the Second Coming was refreshed.

Sometimes it pays rodiga little deeper to become a little wiser. m

-

PS. The Messenger andIt Is Written teams wilf be taking people (limit 40) on a tour next March.
Email us at messenger@adventist.ca and we can provide more information as it becomes available.



by Aimee Perez
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HENRY FEYERABEND STARTED ADVENTIST RADIO TELEVISION SERVICES (ARTS) in the carly 1970s

with assistance from Tracy Bravo (scc this month’s Where Are They Now?). When it began, ARTS produced

marcrial in Porcuguese ro evangelize native speakers in cthe Greater Toronto Area. In less chan 10 years, the minisery

grew tremendously, and by 1980 it was producing material in four languages and merged with Amazing Faces to

broadcast around the counery.
A ministry driven by devorion and funded by faich, ARTS changed countless lives and created a landscape of

media ministry in Canada.

o Advenitlist Nadio

A Time for Reaping

by Henry Feyerabend. Direcior

Televislon Serviees log

Adventist Radip Television Services

ated in northern Teronio

5000 Duiferin

The video sontroi roomofthe “new” ARTS
offiees was a step up from their original
{ocatlonat506 College St.in Toronvo.

Conodian Unron Messenger,
Yolume 52, Number 2, page 4
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Adventist Radio i 1 ¢ )
* -y . drink or smoke, about the Sabbath, and
Television Services

506 College St., TORONTO, Ont. M6G 1A6
The Five Minutes That Changed My Life
by Adelino Medeiros

| can hardly believe what has happen:
ed to my life! Not long ago it was a fast
life of drinking and gambliry. Every
Saturday and Sunday morning | would
leave home and spend the day in the
@ambling houses, coming home very late
at night. | woutd drink heavily and smoke
a full box of cgars every weekend

One Sunday morning | left home to go
to a soccer gama, My team Benfica, lost
the game, end { was furious. | went home
and started to slam doors until my wife
was afraid of what would happen. But she
said very little knowing that at times like
this one word from her could bring on a
stormn.

Later | turned on the television and
there was a man talking in my language
on the subject of baptism. This subject
had interested me ever since | was 2 chitd,
when | had seen a film an the baptism of
Jesus. At the end of the telecast the
speaker seemed to point to me and he
said, “If Jesus were to come now, would
you beready?’’| felt condemned knowing
very well that | was not ready

That program lasted only five minutes.
At the end of the telecast the spesker
promised to be back on the air the

following week. The next Sunday { stay-
ed home and watched the clock, and
when the program finally came on the air
| called my wife to watch it with me. The
program ended with an offer for Bible
studies and | asked my wife to call the
number that was given. Three davs iater
there was a knock at the door. A man
representing the program was there to
give us Bible studies.

| was so thrilled to have this man in
my house that | brought out my whole
assortment of liquor, telling him that bhe
could have his choice of a drink. He
politely refused, and seid that sore day
he would explain why. Every time he
came to our house it seemed as if an angel
irom heaven had entered our home, | was
so happy that | began to tell all of my
friends about the studies.

Some of my friends began to warn me.
They said, *‘Be careful about thet reli-
glo All they want 1s your money. That
church charges its members ten percent
of their income.” | was stightly alarmed
and decided to get to the bottom of the
matter.

The next time the Bible worker came
to my home, { said to him “Sit nght

other questions. We had only received
four studies, and he didn‘t feel that we
were ready for alt of these answers.

The next Sabbath morning my family
and | were waiting at the front of the
church when the doors were opened. It
gave me a warm feeling when they asked
me to sign the guest book and welcomed
my family into the church. When the man
) had seen on television got up tospeak |
was anxious to hear what he wouid say.
Pastor Feyerabend] seemed to be talking
directly to us, and both my wife and
had » hard time keeping back the tears.
Three weeks later we were baptized,

We have been membets of the Portu-

Adelino Medeiros

guese church for over four years now.
Our daughter, Christina, hes since been
baptized. A five-minute telecast changed
our lives completely and today we are so
happy to belong to the family of God.

This is a moving testimony from an accidental viewer whose life waschanged
when he heard Hemry Feyerabend speaking in his own language.
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« THE ~
BLESSED

Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13
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Chris Holland  Selah George Knight

Speaker/Director, Christian Recording Artist President, Seventh-day Chaplain of the Emeritus Professor of Church

It Is Written Canada Adventist World Church United States Senate History at Andrews University

IT IS WRITTEN CANADS py, AT
ALL CAMPHETINGS ACRass cyars e g0

COME MEET CHRIS AND DEBBJF, HOLLAND

Ontario Par‘lncrship Seplcmbcr 5-7 = Toronto Marriott Airport

British Columbia Partnership September 19-21 ~ Camp Hope
Alberta Partnership October 10-12 ~ Sheraton Red Deer

Ontario SpOl’lSOl‘Ship “i(‘p[t_‘l’"l‘i ber 6 « Toronto Airport Marriott

Kelowna Sponsorship September 21 ~ Rutland SDA Church FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US
Maritimes Sponsorship September 27 « Sandy Lake Academy AT WWW.ITISWRITTENCANADA.CA
Alberta Sponsorship October 11  Sheraton Red Deer 0R CALL US AT %5-404—8510

watch It Is Written Saturdays, 11 AM on CTV facebook.com/ItIlsWrittenCanada youtube.com/ITWCanada twittercom/fiiwca
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