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It Is Written Canada is

pringing a message of
nope to hurting people.




{eggenyw

(cl am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not |, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life
which i now live in the flesh | live
by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself
for me. ,, —Gal. 2:20,KJV

Putting God First

t the beginning of every new year, I think of Dad. Let me explain.
Every year Dad cencwed his commitment to put God firstin
hislife. He was a pretty busy man, but never o busy 10 begin
the day with God. When I got up in the morning, I'd see him
at the kitchen sble, alone and quiet, reading the Bible.

Prayer was another solid thing with Dad, and it went hand in hand
with reading the Bible. At the beginning of the ycar, he would review
his prayer list. It was written down, often either in thediary or in his
Bible. He was specific. There were names of neighbours, family, and
people in his large circle of friends on the list. Personal concerns were
there along with issues that most people—but not Dad—would skip
over, Nothing was too big or too small in Dad’s life for God's notice,

Dad was realistic about his walk with God, His diaries truthfully
recordsd that some days faith secemed o work better than others. Yet,
without aalking doubt or discouragement, when Dad locled over the
record of the year’ activities, he looked for the lessons to be learned
in smying close so Christ.

My dad has been gone for over 30 years now, but the legacy he
left me, a practical illustration of what it is lilse %0 live in Christ, is
mine o beep aslong as I live. It wasn’t something he advertised It
was somethinghe lived.

And that, in turn, prompts me so reflect—am I putting Christ
where He belongs in my life? Not for show, but because I've leamed
that if I put Him first I'm a better person so be around, I'm more
contented, and my day is smoother because Jesus is with me all the
way? Not a bad way to swart things off this year, isit? m

Mark Johnsan is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
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What’s it

Mean to You?

“I love it at Mamawi Atosketan.
I want to graduate here!”

Eldenia Potis, sludent & Vacation Bible School worker
Mamawi Atosketan Native School
Maskwacis, Alberta

Mamawi Atosketan Native School is
like home to Eldenia, complete with a
second “mother” she’s adopted. teaching
assistant Audrey Hirschkom. It's not
uncommon to see the two together at
Pathfinders orin church, where Eidenia’s
leadership skills are blossoming.
Cullivating Eldenia’s talent is a joint
effort between the Gonference’s mission
school and the local church located in
the heart of the Samson Band fands.

Eldenia’s leadership skills began
developing at Mamawi Atosketan
(“MANS"), where as a 6th grader she
hurried to get her work done so she
could help the Kindergarten teacher
once a week. Eldenia’s growing
confidence and enthusiasm spilled
over into Sabbath School feadership.

Noting Eldenia’s initiative in teaching
Sabbath Schoal. Pastor Peter Ford invited
Eldenia to be part of the Maskwacis-based
Summer Outreach Team, which conduck

Vacation Bible Schools on reserves in

Alberta and surrounding provinces.

“My mom says she’s proud of what
I'm doing,” says Eldenia. referring to
her biological mother, who works for
Maskwacis{formerly “Hobbema’),
This was Eldenia’s third year with the team,
which last year iraveled to Prince Albed,
Yellowknife, Hazellon, and Lethbridge
besides putling on VBS in Maskwacis.

“I've Jeamed a lot from the college students.”
she says. But perhaps the biggest take-
away of her time at Mamawi Atosketan

and the summer team is Eldenia’s

growing confidence in her skills and
identity as a First Nations youth with lo
to offer—now and in the World to Come.

Gifts that Make a Difference!
A

MAMAWI ATOSKE FAN NATIVE SCHOOL
Ponoka. Alberta

A, A, 1\|berta Conference




president’s perspective

To Be or Not to Be:
That is the .

gL the life of being a witness. It does not
il with what we do but rather with who we are.

raham and Lynetae were searching for

truth and looking for the right church

to attend. They belicved they had found

both, in a television program sponsored
by a Sabbath-leeping group. As they continued their
journey, they found that chis group held some beliefs
that were contrary to the Bible. At the same time, they
knew that the teaching of the seventh-day Sabbath was
vital to any church that claimed to be truly biblical.

One week they had set their DVR to record that
show. However, something providential was about to
happen. Inswead of ecording their ineended, regular
program, their DVR recorded It Is Written instead.
Graham and Lynette were touched by the show. They
were thrilled to hear biblical truth week after week.
They learned that the show was a production of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church,

Thinking about their neighbours, they said to one
another, “They must be Seventh-day Adventists!” In the
days to follow; Graham and Lynette approached Seeve
and Trish Brousson and learned that they were, in fact,
Seventh-day Adventists, They continued their journey
in Chrisdan growth and eventually were baptized as
members of the Dawson Creek Seventh-day Adventist
Church in British Columbia.

As Debbie and I raveled to many of the campmeetings
across Canada this past summes, we heard story after
story akin to Graham and Lynetse's: someone would
watch the program, then seek out a local Seventh-day
Adventist church. This parmership, between the local
church and kt Is Whitten Canada, has benefitted thovsands.
It is based on the fundamental principle of working
together to be the salt and light of the earth,

Jesus calls us to cale the gospel to the ends of the earth
and then the end will come. In orderto “aale.” however,
there is something far more fiindamental to the equation.
God calls us to something simple yet profound. Acts 1:8
says, “ But you shall receive power when the Holy Spitrit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth” (NKJV).

The call of God in these last days of earth’s hisary
is for us to receive the power of the Holy Spiritand be
witnesses, It is impocant to notice that we are called to be
something before we can &0 something, Beingwitnesses
means that we have seen something, heard something,
or experienced something, Being a witness for Jesus
means you haveseen Him, heard Him, and experienced
His love. This seeing, hearing, and experiencing Him
leads us to be witnesses, We are able to demonstrate the
love of Jesus through the lives we live, becanse we know
Him. This is thelife of being a witness. It does not begin
with what we do but cather with who we are,

As God transforms our very being, we are then able
to talee the gospel to all the world. Being and doing work
in concert with each other, each giving growth to the
other. E. M. Bounds, a well-known Methodist minister
of the 20th ceatury, wrase these words: “The church
seeks for beteer methods; God seeks for a beteer man.”

It Is Written Canada is commitsed to helping people
become His witnesses so that the work of taking the
gospel to all of Canada and around the world might be
finished. By supporting It Is Written Canada prayerfully
and financially, you will have a spedial part in wking the
gospel to the world, beginning here in Canada. Today,
Graham and Lynetse work to share with others the
good news they have learned, I would like to parmer
with you in demonstrating the love of this Jesus we have
seen, heard, and experienced =
to all those who come thsough
our church doors, to our
neighbours, and to others in
our scope of influence.

Chris Holland Is speaker/
director of It Is Written Conado.
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How does God show you what to do with your life?
| pray, but then what?

it's not a one-time move, like praying for wisdomand then
voll3, you get the answer right away. Believe me, i wish it were
that easy! But it's not. It's a prosess. God could give you the
answer in an instant, but that's not His style. You see, you want
to know what %o do with your Iife, but God wants you o grow
closer to Him. At first sight, it seems like comparing apples with
oranges, but It actually worls together. Let me explain.

In the proeess of searching for God's will in your life, you'll
open your Bible. The more you read, the more you'll see
examples of God guiding biblical characters throughout their
experienees. As youl pray (over and over, not just onee), you'll
become familiar with Jesus'voke. Yes, His voiee—that gentle
voiee that some people call conscience. And lastly, as you talk
with godly friends about what Isches your heart, Jesus will also
talk to you through them.

So it requires time, and purpose. Basically, you develop a
genuine relationship with Jesus, and the horizon will gradually
become clear. You'll find peace. m

Do you have a question for Pastor Joswé Sindhez? Emall it to messengev@advertistea,




Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the

Creat’- day that thou wast created, tilliniquity

was found in thee —Fzekiel 28:15

When God created the mégpie,hit was not
\,_\_\ only beautiful but also very good. Like the

B’ aCk-bi' ' ed magpie, Lucifer was also created by God

d to be very beautiful and very good. But
' e he chose to let pride lead him Into sin and
rebellion. Even though he may appear as

anangel of light, he Is ugly with sin on the

When 1was a child, my father took our familyon some special oacasions Inside. Unless we let God totally remake

to a Chinese restaurant. As we were led to our table, my eyes took In us, we too may look beautiful and good on
unfamiliar Chinese symbols, softly lit lantems, and fancy red-and- the outside but be ugly with pride, sin,and
gold wallpaper. This was certainly a fine restaurant, | declded. But rebellion on the Inside.

then | spotted something that seemed very much out of place. A
magpie, preserved by a taxidermist, stood in a very prominent plase
on a shelf In the centre of the restaurant.

At the time, | didn’t know that magpies were a Chinese symbol of Do o
happiness and good luck. Certainly, the bird was beautiful to look at ' .
and had a dignified look, with its sharp beak, striking black and white B
feathers, and its long tail. But | knew that magpies steal eggs and L= w_ithln LT e A s
baby birds from thelr nests, peck holes Into cattle, and even peck the ask Him to show us our faults and help us
eyes of newborn lambs and calves. It always seemed a shame to me e Davlt‘i
that God would dress such a nasty creature In such fine clothes. ARG Lt JE R

errors? Cleanse thou me from secret faults.
...Let them not have dominion over me."
To learn more about magpies, visit
www.creationcornerforkids.blogspot.ca.

Tammie Burak and her family enjoy studying and leaming from God's crestlon. You can sontact
her at tammie.burak@gmail.com or follow her blog at www.arestioneornerforkids.blogspot.ca. January 2015 7
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I would like everyone to develop
empathy for the marginalized, an
empathy thats beyond concern.




.» Was once
the heart of the city. Home to shops, restaurants, and
hotels, the street was were Vancouverises gathered.

But that was decades ago, and the picture today is
much different. Hastings is the centre of Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside (DTES), one ofits most troubled
neighbourhoods, and is known for drug use, homelessness,
and poverty. Since 2001 it is estimated that over 1.4
billion dollars have been spent on projects aimed at
improving the lifestyle of the residentsin the DTES.
This is where 15 CUC students chose to spend their
long weekend—smiling, praying, and helping wherever
they could.

Michelle Launio, a third-year psychology major,
spent over a month in India this summer ona CUC
mission trip, and when she returned she began feeling
restless, What had been so defined during her trip in the
summer was now ambiguous; she wanted, she needed,
purpose. Missions had grabbed a hold of her and she
needed more. A friend recommended that she speak with
Adam Deibert, CUC chaplain, about her passion, She
was immediately put to work as the Campus Ministries’
short-term-mission coordinator, and her first duty was
to organize the urban mission trip. A few years earlier
Michelle had walked down East Hastings and talked
with the people there. It was through that experience
that she steered the urban mission trip towards East
Hastings in Vancouver.

A group of 15 students, along with Chaplain Adam
Deibert, made the long trip to Vancouver’s Downtown
Eastside in November2014. The Campus Ministries
leadership seam had an ambitious schedule for the long
weekend. Some were unsure of what to expect, but all
were excived to see what God had in store for their seam.

Although the urban mission trip to East Hastings
only took place over a long weekend, the preparation
for the trip began weeks and months before. Because
of the unpredictable environment of the mission tip,
the group went through training sessions and were
educated on how they could best minister to such a
unique community. The team also organized a Shanty
Town awareness campaign on campus. Twenty-five
CUC students spent a Friday night in late October
sleeping in cardboard boxes and varps. The event was
used to raise awareness and money for the mission trip.
The students spent a brisk 12 hoursin the cold and
raised over $1,300 for their wip.

Each student on the trip came from diverse back-
grounds, but they all had one thing in common: a heart
for service, Brian Cruz, a third-year religious studies

Stay in souch with your CUC, Canada’s Seventh-day Adventist university, by visiting our website, www.cauc.ca, and clicking on the Prasident’s Page banner.

major, looked for new ways to serve, and the urban
mission trip afforded him just that. “Mission work
has recently become a big part of my life. Choosing
to participate in this trip was me trying to take every
opportunity possible to be out on the mission field
working for the Lord while in school,” says Brian.

Jacqui McCarty, third-year English major and
Campus Ministries student missionary coordinator,
had served as a student missionary in Kenya a few years
earlier. The urban mission trip was an opportunity for
her to continue her service. “I learned that there will
never be alack of opportunity to reach out to people who
need help. Even in Canada, where we ofven underestimate
the needs of those around us, there are people in huge
and successful cities who need a helping hand. They are
just like us: theyre human, they're beantiful, and they're
God’s children. It's our job to show His love and care
for them,” stresses Jacqui.

Once in Vancouver, the team spent the weekend doing
a variety of tasks. They cooked, served, cleaned, and
painted at a soup kitchen called The Door is Open, and
did yard workand art therapy at the Sancta Masia House.
The team also spent time out on the streets conducting
prayer walks and handing out harm reduction maserials
as well as hot chocolate and coffee in the evenings.

Megan McConnell, third-year psychology major
and Campus Ministries missions director, learned that
sometimes it’s the simplest act that can touch someone.
“The biggest lesson I learned was how the simplest of
words, even tiny gestures of kindness, could bringa
person to tears. These people are just like us, and they
crave God’s loving touch. It’s such a simple act to share,
that it makes me feel ashamed at our lack of efforts to
reach out,” states Megan.

While one might question the impact of a weeckend
trip, the student leaders are clear on what they want
themselves and their fellow students to take away from
this project. "I would like everyone to develop empathy
for the marginalized, an empathy that's beyond concern,
An empathy that pushes you to do something about the
issue,” states Michelle.

For Brian it's simple: just see the need and then act.
“The involvement I would want my fellow students to
have is to simply see the need and have an inner desire
to do what we can to help, We as a school are insernally
motivated to finish the work God has commissioned
ustodo” m

Jr Ferrer is the communication director
for Canadian University College.

January 2015
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where are they now

Where Are

Ihey Now

l Messenger catches up with former leaders of

: . the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
&8 In this issue we talk with Don Ssoyanowski,

Messenger: Where were you born? And
sell me about your childhood.

Don Stoysnowski: I wasbotn in
Prince Albert, Sask., and grew up on a
€arm in Samburg, about 25 miles away. I
have a dster and two brothess. I complemd
Grades 1 through 11in Samburg, My
family maved to British Calumbia, where
I completed Grade 12. Church was a
dynamic part of my life. Every quarter
my mother would ocganize a full-scale
church service. She would assign a topic
for the boys w give a sermonetwy, and
the gitls would do the music, prayer, and

announcements.

M What was yosr early carecr?

Don: After completing high schoal, I
could hardly wait to begin work and eamm
money. My first job was felling trees, but
the mill went on strike, so I was out of
wotk. I visited a construction site and
began work as a temporary worker under
the condition that I go to apprenticeship
schoal for a month earch year to become
a cacpenter. Some years later I startsd my
own construction business.

M I» 1983 you made a career change.
Wy did you de itrat?

Don: I spent years constructing
commercial buildings, which required

January 2015

long hours of work each day, allowing
onlylimited time for my family. The
Lord blessed our business, and I was able
to cetire in 1983. I decided I wantsd to be
involved in building God's kingdom. We
were involved in planting a churchin
Cranbrook, B.C., and larer in Fernie,
B.C. My wifc and | eavelled as mmch as
80 miles one way e give Bible studies.
Our plan was to move to CUC, where

I would have more time with my family
and take courses that would help me in
giving Bible smdies, Our desire was to
plant churches in various counties that
did not have an Adventist presence.

M How long were you ar CUC before yox
reccived 4 call, and where was it? Where
ak did you serve and in whas capacizy?

Don: Whileat CUC, I received several
alls during my yeat and a half there,
Finally, during my second year, afcer
much prayer, we accepted a call ta the
Burns Lake and Vandethoof area with
the agrezment that if it went well I would
stay one year, and if not, I would freely
leave with no obligetion on the part of
the coaferenee. We stayed two years,
From there 1 served in various churches
in Brirish Columbia as paswr, and
evangelism coordinator and wrainer for
Metro Vancouver, During my ministry we

Interview by 1.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer.

planeed churches in Powell River and a
Filipino church in Vicvoria. My last seven
and a half'years of service were with It

Is Wrinen Canada working wich Shawn
Boonsms, whom I baptized while paswaring
in Victoria. My responsibility was evan-
gelism and mraining coordinator

M: What did you enjoy most about

your years of ministry?

Don: Leading souls to Christ is where
my heare always was, While pastoring I
always held one or two evangglistic series
a year. The Lord blessed our ministry

with many baptisms.
M Tellme abons yonr family?

Don: My wife, Phylis, has been a central
part of my minisery, We have a daugherr,
Sandra, who works for the BC government,
and a 500, Lawrence, whase wife is Danna
{McGill). He is a marriage and family
therapist and is involved in teachingand
training, They have two daughters, Cadi
and Madison.

M Where do you live now?

Don: We revired in Abbosford, B.C.,
in 2007. In 2009 I was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s. Beamuse of my health, we
spend che winter months in Desert Hot
Springs, Calif, m




Martha's

Easy

Decision

%.. for God loveth
a cheerful giver”

| WAS PREPARING AN ENDOWMENT AGREEMENT, when I
was summoned to the reception area. There an elderly lady rose
to her fect and offered a friendly smile, saying, “1 expect you are
the person I need to speak with.” I invited her to my office, where
she opened an old briefcase with a single strap in place to secure
it precious cargo: stock certificates, “Myhusband passed away
recently,” she began, “and I've been sorting through paperwork I
knew nothing about prior to his death, I'm 91 years old now. As
you can imagjne, this is a daunting task.” She smiled agpin, adding,
“We never discussed financial mattess at any time during our 71
years of marriage. He managed everything. I guess that’s not the
best way of doing things, is it?”

She removed the stack of certificares and handed them to
me; they were all daved 1932,

“Where did you find them?” I asked.

“Well,” she smiled, “I've heard that we should flip our mattress
occasionally to lengthen iws life, but we never did. The bed is at
lease 30 years old, so I asked my neighbour to remove it. That's
when I found them, just lying there between the bax spring and
martress, scateered libe the leaves of autumn. I've been sleeping
on them for who knows how long! I understand if 1 donase
them direcdy to the conference racher than sell them through a
broker, they may result in a larger doaation, and that I'll receive
a charitable tax receipt to help offset any tazes that may be
payable. Does the conference accept gifes such as this?*

nned giving & trust services

I assured her that it does indeed accept publicly traded shares
and that, as a donor, she would be entitled to a donation tax
credit for the fair market value of her gift.!

She then mentioned that there was also a sizable life insurance
policy. The cheque had been issued directly to her, the sole
beneficiary.?

At its completion, $23,000 was realized from the sale of the
securiries. She asked dhat these funds be direcond to the conference’s
Elementary Educarion department, specifically for technology,
because of their love of and appreciation for the youth of the
church, as they are the church of tomorrow; Additionally, she
decided to mabe a marching gift of $23,000 from the life insurance
proceeds to the Conference School of Evangelism becanse she
and her husband became Adventists as a result of a visictby a
literature evangelist,

“It couldn'’t gec much easier than that,” Martha seated. “God
has been so good to us, and I know myhusband would be proud
of mydecision.”

Asyou consider how the Lord can use some of your disposable
assets to His glory, consider Martha's chosen text: “Every man
accarding as he purposedh in his heatt, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver*
(2Cor.9:7). m

Frances E. Chant is a retired planned giving directos.

Tin 2006, the Federal Budget changed the tax rellef when glfts of Investrrents are made to charity, Oepending
on your pravin ce of residence, the actual tax savings will vary, but receiving tax relief appraximately equal to 40
to 45 percel of the value of the gift Is common after factoring in bath the federa) and provinclal tax savings.

2AMays seek profesional legal and financial advice before making a dedsion.
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TANZANIA

A Better

World canada

h;ldﬁ(-iap;mmm-h,md ANW ox-feumdar Exic Rajah (second far right, :

country after being spurred on by one of Edmonton’s most

philanthropic couples. The voluntees-run arganization,
aeated and governed by Lacombe’s College Heights Adventist
Church, is venturing into Tanzania,

Tanzania, marked by one of the world’s poorest economies,
is a country Cathy and Harald Roozen of Edmonton had visited;
they have seen its many hardships firsthand According to
infoemation from children’s charity World Vision, most young
girls do not atsend school, women have high illiseracy rases,
only about half of the population has access to clean waser, and
more than 1.4 million Tanzanians live with HIV and AIDS.

The Roozens have given millions of dallars to many health
and educarion-relaved causes in Canada. In 2013, Cathy was
awarded the prestigious Albera Order of Facellence for her work
with the Allard Foundation, through her strong contributions
s0 the University of Alberta and the guidance she has given to
many community and health care ocganizaBons,

She learned about 2011 inductee Exic Rajah, co-founder of
A Better World, through a friend and Red D eer businessman,
Gord Bontje, a leey volunteer who has funded various projects alsa.

The Roozens called Rajah about sponsaring community
projecss in Tanzania, and a five-year commitment was made. In
July, Rajah and Ray Loxdale, A Better World project assessment
team member, visited the country to ascess developing projects
near Mombo, a community six bours southeast of the city of Arusha.

“It was a perfect oppartunity, and it's what motivased us,”
said Rajah, referring to this new collaboration with the Roozens.
“But it’s always been in our plan to expand to Tanzania, because
one of A Better Worlds focuses has been East Africa, We've had
small projects through this country, but never substantial.”

ABener World Canada is heading to another East African

January 2015

The first project will see a school being expanded and upgradsd.
A classroom will be refurbished, plus two classrooms, eight tailets,
and a water will be added. It is hoped that this firse phase
will be done by March 31, 2015. Other projects on the hotizon
include expandinga health clinic, sponsaring surgeries at 2
rehabilisation centre, secring up more water collection points in
the village, giving 10 farmers loans, and providing employment
through agriculture and other businesses.

Rajah has helped countless Kenyans over the past 25 years, so
he and the rest of his seam have eswblished stoag contacts on the
ground in that country, The same kind of parmership building
will have to be done in Tanzania, a challenge that Rajah is up for.

“It will eake some time to get to know people and their needs;”
said Rajah. “They have to learn to trust us and we have to learn to
trust them and understand the cultural differences, So usually,
we'll svart with these smaller projects.”

Rajah is enthused about working with the Roozens, whom
he says go way beyond giving money. He said they are lcen to
take their philanthropic work beyond Albersa, and A Betser
World is a good fit to do that, Cathy contacts Rajah regularly
about Tanzania, so her engagement in the projects is already
highly evident,

Cathy is described as someone who prefers so remain out of
the limelight, instead lexting her actions speak for themselves.
One further action is bound to malse a difference for years to
come. The Rooaens bave sponsored 10 scholarships wwards
developingyoung A Better World leaders—a future generation
of philanthropises helping far beyond their borders. m

Laura Tester travels with A Better Workd
and is a freelonce writer for newspapers.

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abweanada.org. € <




Reframing
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AS WE BEGIN THE YEAR TOGETHER,

I want to suggest a renewed model of ministry. How
can the lity eake greater responsibility in church
duties, leaving the pastor to focus on winning lost
souls chrough evangelism?

Have pastors replaced the job of church members?
The Adventist Church has uninsentionally imitated the
Catholic Church’s model of leadership. We have created
priess with duties ceserved only for the priest rather than
mensoringlay leaders 9o participate in minisary. A church
member once told me, “We don't have time to do these
things, That's why we hire pastors to do the work for
us.” Who is visiting the sick in your church? Who is
planning the worship service? Is that pastor mentaring
members vo take the leadership mantle in the church?

The Adventist Church bas a rich theological tradition
of “the priesthood of all belicvers” (see 1 Pet. 2:5). We
believe every member has spiritual gifts given by the
Holy Spirit to serve the greater church, In fact, Ellen
G. Whise suggested, “Inssead of keeping the miniswrs
atwork for the churches that already know the udh, lex
the members of the churches say to these labourers, ‘Go

our roles and responsibilities

work for the souls that are perishing in the darkness.!

The participation of lay leadership alongside pastors
is an important aspect to church growth and health.
The Church of England was interested in learning why
18 percent of their churches grew in the decade 0£ 2001
to 2010, A study conducted betwsen 2011 and 2013
soughr to discemn any framures that gave them an edvanmge
in church growth, One of these factors was the strength
of the lay leadership. According to the study, “Acdive
involvement of lay members dhroughout the congregation’s
ministry was a hallmark of growing churches.”? The
sustainability of church health is dependent on the lay
leadesship of the church, who remain long after the
church pastor moves on.

How can your congregation reframe the coles and
responsibilities of the pastorand church members? m

Kumar Dielt is the pastor of Oakridge Adventist Church
in Vancouver, 8.C He is theauthor of Branded Falth:
Contextualizing the Gospel in a Post-Secular World,
ond eontributing author of Steps to Discipleship
{General Conference Youth Deportrnent, 2012).

You con follow him on Twitter @kumardixit.

1 Testimontes far the Ghurch (Mauntain View, CA: Padific Press Pub. Assn., 1948), vol. & R 30.

2 ovett H. Weerns Ir, Update Leaming from Growing Churches in England.” Leading Ideas, July 9, 2014, Lewis Center for Church
Leadership, Wesiey Theologlcal Seminary, December 2, 2014, www.churchleadershipoom/leadingideasipdates/140709.tml.
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In Brief:

previous issues available and duwnloadlssuesib ad

real complaint with the app is thatyou cannot use the typ

and the swipe functionality on the screen; Instead, you have to rely c

app’s zoom tools and page-turn toals.
Wow Factor:  Convenient way to read the Messenger on your mobile device.
Meh Factor:  Poor touch eontrols.
Developed for: 3Dissue
Price: Free DEEID)

a ‘ To suggest an app for review,

Works on: Android, i0S Link: http:/goo.gl/1Kbtm (s emall messenger@adwentist.ea,
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Does God Really Need Our Prayers?

“God does nothing on the earth save in answer to believing prayer”

intercessory praying, is Daes an omnipotent God, who
really does not need anything, truly need my prayors for
the fulfilbment of His promises and plans on earth? Or can the
lack of prayers disturb or even defy God’s plans? Let’s nose the
differences that the intercessory prayers of two Old
Testament prophets had on the course of Istael’s history.

The prophet Daniel engaged in intercessory prayer for
Israel's ressoration (see Dan. 9:3) after reading the promise of
God through Jeremish and discoveringthat the 70 yeass of
Israel’s captivity was about to end. Did his prayer malee a
difference to the outcome? While there is no direct verse that
says it did, we can safely conclude that it did make a difference,
because the angel reassured him that his prayers were heard
(see Dan, 9:12),

We know from 1 Kings 17-18 andJames 5:17, 18, that
not only did Elijah’s pcayers produce drought, according to

Onz of the ooubling questions about praying, espeially

Dutch Sheets, intervessory Prayey (Ventura, CA: Regal Gospal Light, 1996), p. 32.
i,
* The Great Contraversy (Washington, 0.C: Revlew and Herald Pub. Assn.. 1946), p. 525.

the promise of God (Lev. 26; Deut. 11), but after the drought
heprayed again and God sent rain,

John Wesley said, “God does nothing on the earth save in
answer to believing prayer."! I like the words of E. M. Bounds,
who daclared, “God shapes the world by prayer.... The prayers
of God's saints are the capital ssock of heaven by which God
carries on His great work upon earth.”

Ellen G, Whine, persuadsd of the worth of the prayers of the
saints wrote, Tt is a part of God's plan so grant us, in answer %
the prayer of faith, that which he would not bestow did we not
thus ask"3

Does God need our peayers? Yes, He does, for the fulfillment

of His promises.

Eustace Wilkams is director of personal ministries
for the Ontario Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
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BY STAN JENSEN

it has been about a year since | first met Chris and Debbie
Holland. The first time | watched his It Is Written (iW)
telecast was during a trip to Cuba. | was impressed with his

presentation. Since then, some of my non-Adventist friends
and family have viewed the program and also responded
positively. | have become good friends with Chris, and now
you can get to know him, as well.

EDITOR: Cbris, tell xs a bit about yourself

CHRIS HOLLAND: I grew up as the oldest of four boys.
During my teenage years, my parents divorced, and each
of them remarried, adding a stepbrother and stepsister and
eventually a half sister 9o the mix. I have fond memories, as
a child, of artending church with my family, going camping,
and playing sports,

Debbie and I have been married for almost 19 year, and
when we are not working, we enjoy wking trips, hiking.
spending time with family, and cooking.

EDITOR: Were you brougbt up in an Adventist home?

CHRIS: Iactually grew up in a Catholic home. Even at a
young age, I sensed a call to ministr y and had most of the

mass memorized However, when I was 14 yean old, my
parents divorced. T was really crushed and angered, But
what I found even more devastating was the face that no
one from the church came over to see us after that,

Another significant event happened in high schoal, I
was playing football and had dreams of playing for a small
college. It was my outlet for anger, and what I perceived to
be my tideet out of my situarion. That all came crashingdown
when, in a game, I washitand my knee bent the wrang way.
That game changer triggered a crisis of belief for me. I then
became invalved in several addictive behaviours that sent
meinto a downward spiral. While I questioned God's
ineervention, I knew that Hehad to exist. I began to search.
That search led me 30 non-denominational churches,
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Pentecostal churches, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormons,
the Baptisw, and even some dabbling in the New Age.

EDITOR: How didyou become an Adventist?

CHRIS: In 1994 I met Debbie. Debbie had grown up in the
Adventist Church and was going through a re-evaluation
of her faith. My interest in spiritual things and her desire
to grow in Jesus led to a renewed study of the Bible. I was
stubborn, though. I was facing major personal issues, and
in a veryshort span of time, I lost my job, was cvicved from
my apartment, and my car was totaled in an accident.
However, through much study, wrestling with God, and
guidance from a good pastor who was very straightforward
with me, I was baptized in 1995.

EDITOR: You were appointed the IIV¥ director in January
2014. What was the deciding factor in your decision?

CHRIS: Ofall of the ministry offers that I have had to
consider in the past, this one was, by far, one of the hardest
decisions I have had so make. Because Thad been at Adventist-
laymen’s Services and Industries (ASI) as executive secrctary/
treasurer for only a short time when I received this call, I
was veryhesitant s consider something different. I enjoyed
my work in empowering lay people for service while being
a part of the North American Division (NAD) and was
building friendships that I valued. However, I was very
excited about the opportunity. Not wanting to close the
door on the possibility that God was really leading us %o
make a transition, I counselled with three people who have
been a great encouragement %o me and who understand
and have devosed their lives to the work of the church in

a wide variety of capacities. After their counsel and a great
deal of prayer, we ssepped out in faith and believed that God
was calling us to Canada.

EDITOR: What doyou find most interesting or exciting
about IIW Canada?

CHRIS: Iwould say, first, the lay people. We were able w0
visit all the main campmeetings of each conference. We saw
the love and passion people have for the church and their
excisement and desire %o spread the gospel. The second thing
I fmd exciting about II'W Canada is its national contract
with CTV to broadcast at 11 a.m. on Sabbath morings in
every time zone. We are unique, as we are the only NAD
media ministry so have this kind of national exposure. We
have the posential %o reach 98 percent of the homes in Canada
on CTYV alone, not to mention the other networks that

we are on. God has been with and will continue to use this
ministry so finish the gospel work, to take the good news
of Jesus to all of Canada and around the world.

EDITOR: How can people join in partnership with It Is
Written Canada?

CHRIS: Well, there are actually three partnerships that I
invite people to enter into with us as a ministry. The first is
a prayer partnership. We need the prayers of every church
member across Canada. Nothing great for God is done
without the prayers of His people.

The second is a partnership of participation. Participase
with us in reaching Canada for Christ. You can do this by
watching the show. Beyond the national broadeast, there are
other outlets so watch it. You can go %o our website to find
additional broadcast times and channels or to be directed
%0 our YouTube channel for archived programs. In addition,
you can participate by eelling your friends about the program
or inviting them to an It Is Written evangelistic series.

The third parmership involves supporting the ministry
financially. There are several ways to do this: the upcoming
annual offering given across Canada designated for TW-CA,
calling or mailing in a donation, or you can give sysiematically
by becominga partner or a sponsor. I would encourage cvery-
one 10 prayerfully consider what ways you can partner with
us, and then let’s work sogether %0 do something big for God.

EDITOR: Whatisyour vision for It Is Written Canadas

CHRIS: My vision for It Is Written Canada is that it
would become one of the vehicles of finishing the gospel
work throughout Canada and around the world. We hope
%0 accomplish this through continued and expanded media
oppormunities. We will continue the flagship program, but we
are expanding our recording capacity %o include live programs
and expanded segments to give additional resources. In
addition, we are working on an increased and more strategic
presence in social media, We want to continue working
through local conferences and churches on evangelistic
strategies that emphasize the five timeless principles of
evangelism: reviving churches, training and equipping church
members, helping churches develop and implement effective
community outreach, evangelistic reaping series, and

nurturing and following up for the development of disciples.

EDITOR: Do you have a favourite Bible text?

CHRIS: One of my favourite Bible texts is one that my
wife gave me in a nose years ago when I had to go away for
evangelism training for an extended period of time. That
text is Joshua 1:9. In the New Kings James it reads, “Have I
not commanded yon? Be strong and of good courage; do
notbeafraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.” m

Ston Jensen is t he communicaton director
fort he Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
and editor of the Canadian Adventist Messenger.

January 2015

17




18

barry’s

Much can happenin a yeas. In November 2013 Trinity
Christian School in Reading, England, ceceived a good
rating from the inspectors from che Office for Standards
in Education, Children's Services, and Skills (Oésted).!
The Ofssed mono is “Raising ssandards, improving lives.”
The organization concluded that the teachers at this school
“aurture their pupils, expect high standards, and challenge
pupils 80 achieve well in all areas of the curriculum.”
Further, the Ofsted inspecvor stated that the “pupils are
well prepared for lifein m odemn, muldculmral, democratic
British society through che seaching of the Christan
principle to love thy neighbour.™ Tharwas then, howcver.
In 2014, che Ofsted inspectors were not pleased. ‘Trinity is
now classified as not adequately promoting “British values.”

The2014 inspection came as a cesult of the small school
secking vo increase the age limit of its students from age
nine 10 11. This request prompted another inspection. This
time the Ofsted inspector was armed with the revised
Independent School Standards that came invo force on
Sept, 29, 2014.3 The new rules cequire schools to “actively
promote the fundamental British values of democracy,
the rule of law, individualliberty, and mutual respect and
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.™ Furthe,
it requizes that those values encourage respect for other

January 2015

“There has to be a way of allowing
diverse groups the opportunity to
be true to their religious identity ...”"

Broaden Horizons Not Close Minds

Britain’s New Rules Challenge Christian Schools

people as outined in the Equality Act 2010.%
John Chades, Chair of Governors at Trinity, wrotr a
letter o Niclcy Morgan, Secretary of State for Education,
10 raise conoerns about the most recent inspsction. John
Charles related the additional requirements the Ofsted
inspecsors placed upon the school. Inspectors had urged
the fallowing:
» That representarives of other faiths should be invited
%0 lead assemblies and lessons in order for the school
%0 demoastrate compliance with the Standards;

¢ That evidence needed 10 be provi'ded, including
within the curriculum, thatthe school “actively
promoted other faiths”;

» That the school should actively promoce the
principles of the Equality Ace 2010, that pupils must
learn about people with prosecsed charscreristics
and that the school must not give a viewpoint that
cexmain lifestyles are wrong. Nor should the school
promote a particular lifestyle; and

» That the promotion of a principle, namely the
Christian principle that all people are equal before
God and bave inherent dignity as human beings,
was not enough to demonstrate Paragraph 5(b)(vi).*




It was particularly troublingto Charles asto “how such
a change in thinking can take place within a year.” He
nosed that Trinity aims to “encourage pupils to serve and
respectother people, appreciate different cultures and ideas
and equip them for life in society. But the comments made
by Ofsted, as a result of the new regulations, undermine
our aimsand would prevent us from seaching in accordance
with our Christian foundation.” Charles also nosed the
inconsissency that religious protections in the Equality
Act 2010 were now taken away by the new standards.

Nicky Morgan is not swayed by the opposition. In her
view; “schools should broaden horizons not close minds ...
and should encourage pupils to respect other people even
if they do not agree with them.” She says, “I should have
thought this is a principle with which the vast majority
of people would agree. All schools of whasever type have
a duty to prosect young people and to ensure they leave
school fully prepared for life in modern Brisain.*®

W hat is this new policy suggesting? Is it saying that it
is no longer appropriate to allow religious communities
to run and operate schools in accordance with their own
faith traditions? For example, is it now against public policy
for Christian schools to seach students the Christian
worldview and its ethical principles (including sexual
ethics) as a basis of truth? Must we now accept that only
a broad relativistic understanding of religion is acceptable
for schools—even private schools?

This British experience is reminiscent of recent
Supreme Court of Canada decisions involving parents
opposed to exposing their children to ideas and philosophies
inconsiswent with their religious beliefs. So far, the Supreme
Court has sided with provincial educational authorities.
In Chamberlain v. Surrey School District’ the school
trustees sided with the parents who did not want same-sex
relationship books in an elementary school curriculum;
however, the Court did not agree. Justice McLachlin
rejeceed the parents’ concern over cognitive dissonance
that would occur with parents seaching a religious belief
athome that was at odds with what was saught at school.
The Court referenced the fact that many different cultures
are in public schools today and “the cognitive dissonance
that results from such encounters is simply a part of living

in a diverse society. It is also a part of growing up.
Through such experiences, children come to realize that
not all of their values are shared by others.”°

In a more recent case, S.L. v. Commission scolaire
des Chénes," the Court was of the view that “exposure
to some cognitive dissonance is arguably necessary if
children are to be saught what tolerance itself involves.”
Parents are free to pass on their personal beliefs, but the
existence of “realities that differ from those in their
immediate family environment is a fact of life in society.
The suggestion that exposing children to a variety of
religious facts in itself infringes their religious freedom
or that of their parents amounts to a rejection of the
multicultural reality of Canadian society and ignores the
Quebec government’s obligations with regard to public
education.”*The Court said that it was not an infringement
of religious freedom.

Both of those Supreme Court of Canada decisions
dealt with public schools. Would a Court dealing with
a private religious school allow more space to maintain
its religious environment and ethic? Or would it seek to
impose the majority’s religious worldview?

I suggest that what makes “the multicultural reality
of Canadian society” possible is the fact that we allow
cultural groups to mainsain their own religious identity
—separate and apart from the whole, When government
forces homogeneity, using concepts lilse “British values”
or “Canadian values;” it first has to define what those are
and subsequently force those meanings on groups who may
not agree. In my humble opinion, that is not a definition
of multiculturalism that respects diversity allowing religious
groups to flourish. There has to be a way of allowing diverse
groups the opportunity to be true to their religious identity
and communal life even when their views and practices
do not conform to the new homogenizing ethical norms,
Thatis the challenge, I suggest, in broadening the horizons
and preventing the closed minds of our bureaucratic ssate
on what it means to be free. m

Barry W. Bussey is vice-president of Legal Affairs
at the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.
You can read his blog at www.lawandreligion.ca.

1 “Who We Are and What We Do’ Ofsted: Raising Standards, Impraving Lives, www.ofsted.gov.uk/about-us.
20isted, “Inspection Repart: Trinity Christian School, November 13-15, 2013, www.ofsted gov.uk/provider/files/2296141/urn/138968.pdf, p. 5.
92014 No. 2374 Education, England, The Education (Indepandent School Standards) (England) {Amendment) Regulations 2014,

www.legislation.gov.uk/ulsi/2014/2374/pdfs/uksi_20142374_en.pdf.
4Independent School Standards, para. 5(a).
5 Independent School Standards, para. S{b){vi).

¢John Charles to Rt. Hon. Nicky Morgan, October 24, 2014, hitp//www.christian.org.uk/Trinity ChristianSchool-letter.pdf.

?ibid.

#Sian Griffith, “Faith Schools ‘Must Teach Gay Rights,” The SundayTimes, November 2, 2014, http-//cda thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/uk_news/Education/article1478678.ece.
*Chamberloin v. Surrey School DistrictNo. 36, 2002 SCC 86, [2002)4 S.CR 710

10 Chamberlain v. Surrey School DiStrict, at para. 65-66.
1$.L. v. Commission scoloive desChénes, 2012 SCC7,[2012] 1 S.CR.
125 1. v. Commission scloire des Chénes, at para. 40.
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The Canadian Adventist Messenger would not be the publication
itis, without the contributions of our dedicated writers, As we kick
off a new year, let’s get to know some of the people whose words
you read each month,

Barry W. Bussey is a native of Newfoundland. He holds
degrees in thedlogy, law, political scienee, and Is currently
working on a masters'degree in Pease and Conflict Studies.
His career began as a pastor of a two-church district in
Newfoundland. He practised law in St. John's and later as
in-house eounsel to the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
From January 2009 to May 2011 he worked in Washington,
D.C., New York City, and Geneva as the representative

of the international Religious Liberty Association at the
US Congress and the United Nations. Barry joined the
Canadian Council of Christian Charities in July 2011 as
viee-president of Legal Affairs. Barty is married %o LaVonna,
a plano teacher, and they have three children, Carmelle
{Michael), Adam, and Seth (Cara); and one grandchild,
Arianne.

Rajkumar Dixit Is the lead pastorof Oakridge Adventist
Church in Vaneouver, B.C. Beginning his career in ministry
as a university chaplain, Dixit is especially enthusiastic
about serving young people. He holds a master's degree
from La Sierra University with a concentration in youth
ministry. His Doctor of Ministry was eamed from Wesley
Theological Seminary (Washington, D.C.) in Leadership
Exeellense. He is the author of Branded Foith: Contextuolizing
the Gospel in a Post-Christian World (Wipf and Stock
Publishing, 2010). He Is also the author of numerous
magazinearticles.




Afia Donkor is a lawyer, writer, kitchen chemist, GLOW
tract enthusiast, and a walking testimony of the power of
Gad to heal. In April of 2010, through a series of divinely
orchestrated events, she received a bone marrow transplant
that healed her of Sickle Cell Anemia. Her brother, Kwasi
Donkor, was her donor. Now, through GLOW ministry (a
division of Lifestyle Canada Education Servise, the literature
evangelism ministry in Canada), she goes fiom church to
church sharing her story and encouraging others to give
thegift of Jesus, knowing that this gift will give adying
world new life, just as her brother’s gift gave new life to her.

J. D.Victor Fitch is a retired educator residing in Red Deer,
Alta. He served 40 years in Adventist education before
retirement and an additional 11 years in part-time serviee.
He is president emeritus of Canadian University College
and continues to serve In various volunteer areas. His wife,
Gem, of 56 years is a musician and has a number of her
compasitions published, including the words to a hymn

in the current Adventist Church hymnal. They have three
children, nine grandchildren, and two great grandchildren.

Tia Lawrenee lives on Vancouver Island and recently tumed
20 years old. She thoroughly enjoys all things beautiful—
including appredating the written word, singing and listening
to music, crafting,and being out in nature, just to name a
few. Her passion is people, and she actively seels ways to
bring encouragement in any way she can, whether that
means bringing someone flowers or writing a kind note.
Tia loves her family, not only those related by bload but
also her chosen family. She belleves in letting God lead and
allowing Him to take aver her day to open up opportunities
to bless and be blessed.

A Canadian with a European background, Josué Sanchez
believes that everybody’s got a story that can change your
heart. With Pastor Josué, what you see is what you get. That
real transparent and of¥en light-hearted attitude is what
makes him connect so easlly with young people. When
he's not writing articles or editing videos, you'll find him

in coffee shopsvisiting with young adullts, or chatting with
teens on anysocial media app that exists under the sun.
Josué and Jelena live with their two daughters in warm
Winnipeg, where he setves theyouth at the Henderson
Highway church.
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Phota: Afia Donkor

stretched, leapt out of bed, and made my way
upstairs to the kischen, Another day, another
dollag, bur chis day was already off to an amazing
start, because sitting on my kischen table was a loaf of the
most delicioushomemade bread T had ever tasted, The
baker? My boss'’s wife, Sandra Thomas. Sandra shared the
recipe with me, a recipe she received fram her mother-in-law,
Marjorie, and I have since turned bread baker for my own
friends and family. While I have modified the ariginal a bit,
I thank Marjorie and Sandra for an amazing recipe, and in
honour of the way it was first introduced to me, I call it
“Sandra’s Bread.” m

AfiaDonior s a lawyer in Ontaria, Canada.

2 January 2015

Sandra’s Bread
INGREDIENTS

3 cups all-purpose flour
1 % cups whole wheat flour

1 ¥4 cups 12-grain flour (7-or 8- grain flour
works too)

¥ cup 12-grain eereal

3 tablespoons gluten flour (vital wheat
gluten)

3 tablespoons soy milk powder
1 ¥; teaspoons salt

2 ¥ + 2 tablespoons warm water
3 teaspoons instant yeast

3 tablespoons oll

% cup brown sugar

INSTRUCTIONS

* Mix dry ingredients in a large bowl.
» Combine wet ingredients together and

pour invo dry ingredients.

* Knead dough by hand for 7 to 10 minutes,

or knead in batches in a food processor
using the dough blade {1 minute per batch
—the number ofbatches will depend on the
size of your food processor). Alternatively,
use your bread maker %0 make this recipe.

*» Grease 2 medium-sized loaf pans. Divide

dough into 2 equal pieces, shape into
loaves, and place loaves in pan.

* Letrise 30 minutes, then bake in an oven

at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 30 minutes
or until they are golden brown.




voar / on the road

An Answer to Prayer Prompts an

Unusual Donation

alady who had called in to make a pledge during VOAR’ annual
Sharathon in November. The donar had recently moved so
Canada from the United Swates, where Chrisdan radio ssations
abound. She didn't know if she would be able to find a Christan
station in British Columbia, so she took her problem to the Lord
in prayer. While she prayed for a Chrisdan station, her daugheer
set up her radio and turned it on. As the prayer was still on her
lips, Christian programs and music from VOAR filled the air.

God used VOAR 1210AM Chrisdan Family Radio o answer
her prayer. And it was VOAR’s AM dial position that inspired
her donation of $1,210. “And it shall come o pass, that before
they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will
hear” (Isa. 65:24).

This lady wants 10 remain anonymous but agreed to be
interviewed so that we could share her story with our listeners
in her own words. We serve an awesome God who is using
VOAR whelp spread His mesage of love to people everywhere.
Thank you for your part in helping to malae that happen. m

“| HAVE TO TELL YOUABOUTTHE CALL 1JUST TOOK!*
The volunteer from Telephone Central came into the on-air Christine Bergen is Secretary/Treasurer atthe
studio excited and with sears in her eyes, She had just wllsed %0 Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland and Lobrodor

ONTHE When you see someone being bullied,
ROAD WITH | whatdo you do, and why?

B C C AT THE YELLOWKNIFE CHURCH IN THE
NORTHWESTTERRITORIES.

Jonelle Atagan-Okpalugo: | intervene by telling the "bully”to stop, because if | just stood and
waiched | would be just as mean as the bully. As a teacher | always try %o craate a safe and positive
environment.

Wendy Wile: In my experience, bullying happens as much with adults as it does with kids. As a
school counsellor, if | see a child being bullied, | begin the steps of the bullying policy, one of
which Is for both bully and victim to better understand thelr parts in the situatlon; for the bully
to develop skllls to get what he or she needs without aggression; and for victims to develop
skills %o appropriately stick up for themselves and to engage adult help immediately. When | see
adulss being bullied, | tend totry to calm the situation and speak to both parties individually if
such an opportunity exists. In order for bullying to happen, everyone has %o play a part—nbully,
victim, bystanders. Bullying stops when one of these partles refuses to particlpate.

Albert Dobbin: Step In and ask, “What Is the problem?”

Tsltsl Gombedz2a: Stop them. | was young once. Try and find out why the bulllesare bullying and
how they would feel If the roles were reversed.
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Small Decisions
Fterna
Impa

As she stood in the baptistry, Jacqueline had tears in her eyes. She
was being baptized along with three of her four children. I had

learned of her story just hours before the baptism. Jacqueline’s
husband had left two years ago. The family wasleft with nothing,
When someone from the church first visited their home, they had
no food. The only thing in their refrigerator was a container of
water. They had been abandoned, they were alone, and they
seemed to have no hope.

24 January 2015




It Is Written
Canadd

is bringing 4

message of bope




The local church was preparing for the It Is Written
series, Unveiling Hope. As they visited Jacqueline, she
began to discover hope in Jesus Christ. She made a
decision to fully commit her life to Jesus and become a
member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. There
in the baptistry, with tears running down her face, she
entered the cleansing waters of baptism.

Then her children followed. As the children followed
her, I asked the men of the congregation to stand. I
assured the children that even though their father had
left them, they had now inherited new brothers and
fathers in these men. The emotions of that moment were
almost overwhelming,

On the last night of the series, Jacqueline shared that

this series of meetings was very helpful to herand that she
would never forget what the ministry had done for her.

26

ohnny also ssood in the waters of the

baptistry, He was a young man, in his

twenties. Hehad studied the Bible

a member of the church but bad

never made the dedision to fully commit
himself'to Jesus. On the opening night of
theseries, Imadean appeal asking peaple
to par their tuse fully in God. Thatnight's
study was on Daniel 2, and we shared with
thepeople that just as God has overseen
the warld’s empires through time, our
fomure is secure with Him. I called for

people to make a commitment for baptism,

Johnny came forward. I talked briefly
with Jahnny but didn’t know the major
crisis he would face.

Johnny worked in a job that required
him to work duringSabbath hours, Johnny
spolee to his supervisor and shared his
predicament, He desired to be baptized
and requested the Sabbath off. The
supervisor said that be would need to
think about it. Johnny anxiously awaised
an answer. He scheduled his baptism with
the passar in faith thathe would get the
Sabbath off.

The day of Johnny's baptism came,
yet he still had no answer. He went so
his supervisor and shared that be was
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scheduled to be baprtized that evening
and needed the Sabbath hours off. The
supervisor asleed if he required an answer
right then, and Johnny replied that indeed
he did. The supervisor then informed
Johnny that he was fired.

Yet, as Johnny stood in the baptistry;
there was no sorrow in his face. He smiled
becanse he knew that God was going so
do something special Even under the
pressure of losing a job in a depressed
economy, Johnny smiled at the new life
he was beginning, He was submerged in
the waters of baptism and God made him
a new creature, It Is Written Canada,
through the support of is many donors,

made an impression on yet another

individual for the kingdom,

na is the pastor of a non-denom-
Ainaﬁoml ministry, but there she

swood in a Seventh-day Adventist
bapdsmal pool She had spent scveral years
studying the Bible. She discoversd the
truth about God's seventh-day Sabbath
during the course of her own personal
study. However, she encountered some
members of the Bosque church and got
involved in Bible smdies. As she continusd

o learn more and more, her heart bumned
with conviction, She made a decision to
be baptized and become a member of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Even
though there were many unanswered
questions about how she would move
farward with her life, she fallowed the
convictions of her heart even without all
the answers, In a conversation I bad with
Ana after her baptism, she shared how
she will continue to pastor her group but
teach according to her newfound faich
and beliefs, The impact of It Is Written
Canada on the life of Ana will continue
on well afeer her baptism,

was siting in a physiotherapist’s office

in Onserio, He was amemberof the

local church and had opened up his
office for a health outreach meeting,
After learning several health principles
and a hands-on cooking demonstration,
Debbie and I sat enjoying the food we
had made. As we ate, we met a woman
at the cooking achoal. I bad noticed that
she looked over at me several times. Her
friend introduced me as the spealeer of
Ix Is Wrirven Canada. She then said, “I
knew that I knew you!” I also met her




Lhe program (11 W ) broadcasts the message.
but the church lives that message through

their active service in the community.

daugheer. This woman had been a
Seventh-day Adventist, butevents and
circumstances in her life led her to stop
attending the church. Recently, she had
begun watching It Is Written Canada.

In fact, she plays the program on her
television at her workplace, which is in

a very public place. She and her daughter
have now begun to atsend a local Seventh-
day Adventist church in Ontario. This
story emphasizes the special partnership
It Is Written has with the local church.
The program broadcasts the message, but
the church lives that message through

their active service in the community.

he ministry of It Is Written

Canada is founded on the

principle of taking the gospel
to all of Canada and around the world. I
could share story upon story illustrating
how It Is Written Canada has changed
people’s lives.

It is inveresting to note that every
speaker in the history of It Is Written
Canada has been touched through
evangelistic outreach ministries, and
three of the four were actually introduced
to the church through It Is Written itself.

The founder of It Is Writsen Canada,
Henry Feyerabend, was himselfthe fruit
of evangelistic ministry. His mother’s
family was brought into the Seventh-day
Adventist Church through the liserature
ministry, His father was introduced to
faith through an evangelistic series. This
foundational principle in Henry's life
became the very DNA of It Is Written
Canada. This mission is simple: to bring
a message of hope to hurting people.

After Henry, Shawn Boonstra became
speaker for the ministry. Shawn, too, was
a product of the ministry of It Is Writsen.
Shawn was a student of philosophy but
sought something more complese. Shawn
was baptized at the conclusion of a series
of meetings led by George Vandeman.
Shawn expanded the ministry and led
out in thefirst NET meetingin Canada,
co-preaching with Henry.

As Shawn moved to It Is Written
International, Bill Santos became the
speaker/director. Bill was a product of
the ministry. Bill’s parents, Joe and Isabel,
responded to the first television program
produced by Henry in Canada for the
Portuguese community, which, at the
time, was called Destiny. The whole
family was eventually baptized. Later in
life Bill, though he had a strong business
background, began pastoringa churchin
the Greater Toronto Area. When he took
on the leadership role of the ministry, the
ministry expanded in several ways. The
most dramatic expansion was the national
broadcast contract with CTV.

It Is Written also played a role in my
own journey to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. I was looking for answers to my
deep spiritual questions in many places,
never fmding peace, One evening, my
girlfriend (who eventually became my
wife) told me about a series of meetings
that were going on in a nearby church.
As we walked into that church, there on
a big screen was Mark Finley, of It Is
Written Insernational, preaching. His
presentation was so thought provoking
thatI songht out a local Adventist pastor
and began Bible studies. God softened

my stubborn heart. I found such peace,
and the puzzle pieces oflife and spiritual
mateers finally fell into place. Icountitan
incredible privilege to be able to continue
on in this Holy Spirit-led legacy of
dedicased workers for God.

In the 2002 bestseller The Tipping
Point: How Little Things Can Make a
Big Difference, author Malcolm Gladwell
describes key ideas that have spread ina
dramatic fashion. It reminds me that God,
too, has tipping points, He uses various
moments in the lives of individuals to
transform the very path they are on. God’s
providential leading, through these tipping
points, often takes an individual on an
unexpected journey. Yet, the response to
these key situations will often have lasting,
sometimes esernal, implications. The
history of the ministry of It Is Written
Canada is filled with these “tipping
points,” which has resulsed in lives being
transformed for the kingdom.

As this ministry moves forward in
faith, we continue to take the gospel to
all of Canada and around the world
through our broadcast and evangelistic
ministry. By plantingthe seeds of the
gospel, we will undoubtedly have the
opportunity, in heaven, to hear of the
many “tpping points in the I1ves of
people.

Please join me in praying as Jesus
advised in Luke 10:2: “The harvest truly
is great, but the laborers are few; therefore
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest.” m

Chris Holland is speaker/director
of It Is Written Canada.
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8Y2 years...and counting

THAT’S HOW LONG KAUKO HALMINEN HAS STAYED TRUE TO HIS MISSION

PLEASE

years. That's how loag Kanlo Halminen has
stayed true to his mission of ingachering,
Forthe last 30 yeass, his Gaithful ingathering
has supported ADRA Canada.

“I'm 90 and a half” he ssid with a smile
as he sat up a litde higher and prouderin
his seat,

His daughter Annlaughed, *Dad! It's
like you're a kid saying, T'm six and a half*"™
Mr. Halminen kept smiling. Ninety

and a half, and with quite a story to eell.

Halminen ushered his wife and four
children onto the ship that would ske
them from Finland to a new life in Canada.
The year was 1956.

“I wanted my children to have a

Kauko Halminen studied carpentry
and wanted eventually to become an
engineer. However, when it came time
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Abave: Enulios Huissinem

Loft: An sarty ADRA Carada ingatharng
amaed te colect damtiors st thadeer.
Ciristrans musc could be plyed at the
dos by winding the playw wp betarahand.
A buttery oparuted candle ghvwed when
cwitdhad an to sdd te the asshisnse.

to be gin his advanced studies, the school
wld him he would have so attend classes
on Saturday, When Halminen ecfused,
he was expelled, Thus, he wasdetermined
w ensure that his children would not
have vo give up their education to lscep
the Sabbath.

Halminen took up colporteuring,
“Twent door o0 door on bicycle for
cight years. Then, for the last two years
in Finland, Iwentdoorso dooron my
own motorcycle.” His eyes still lighcup
alittle at the memoryof his mowecycle.
Colpocteuring was something of a family
madition, he explained. His €ather, uncle,
and brother had all been colportenrs at
one point, Mr, Halminen made a career
outofit, earning enough %o support his
familyand eventually to purchase passage
o Canada.

“The aussing %ok 10 days,” he recalled

~

He disembarked in Canada with high
hopes, carpentry tools, ... and almost no

That first year in Canads, Halminen
ook up colpocseuring again. He grinned,
“That’s when I bought my fisst car. I
went door o door in my own car.”

He was in church when he first
learned about each member’s ingathering
goal. His beart was moved and he adopred
the call as his own persanal mission, For
his first ingathering season in 1956, he
still could not speak English very well
But he was undesarred. He went along
with a church member to watch, learn,
and practice, The following year he was
ready to pursue his mission on his own.

Over the years he would approach
business associates and ériends. He would
recruit his wife and children and sale
them o public places with the old ADRA
Canadaingathering cans—the ones that
played music. A few times he piled his
family in the car and played Christmas
music aver a loudspeaker while they
drove daor %o door. “That was until they
passed a bylaw about that,” he chuckled,
“Not everyon e likes Christmas music.”

Halminen still does ingathering, even
though age has brought i ts own set of
challenges. In @lking with him, one can
sense that he still feels very passionately
about supporting his church’s ministry.
His strength of convictions are at once
inspiring and challenging.

ADRA Canada sincerely thanks Mr.
Halminen for his 58 and a half years (and
counting!} of dedicased support. Our
hearts are moved by his faithful service,
and we pray that God will continue %0
richly bless him. m

Heather Grbic is a choritoble
worker for youth and ehurah
relations at ADRA Canada.




Dear friend,

Birthdays can be a time of celebration and reflection. That is certainly the case for ADRA Canada as this year we celebrate
our thirtieth anniversary!

Since 1985 Canadian Seventh-day Adventists and their friends and neighbours have made a difference in the lives of
millions of people living in conditions of poverty and distress.

An important part of ADRA Canada’s success has been its ability to represent you to the Canadian government and other
organizations to access grants for relief and development projects. Your donations, which are used to secure these grants,
have enabled us multiply our project funding by two, three, four, or sometimes even seven times, enabling us to assist many
more people than would otherwise be possible. This is truly the parable of the talents in action. When you consider that
this is made more effective by the woridwide ADRA network of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, you begin to sense the
magnitude of the change that you make possible.

As | write these lines, one ofour colleagues has just retumed from Africa. He told me that he went and visited some villages
from a project that we completed some months back. He deliberately went to the not-very-successful places, to see if there
was any improvement even where we might have considered that we failed. He was delighted to find that while all around
people were struggling to find enough to eat in the drought, those who had iearned even a iittle from the ADRA project had
thriving crops and more than enough!

Here we get to what is really important. | can quote “millions and millions" to you, and you might not be moved. But if you
could see the look of gratitude on the face of that farmer in Rwanda or Cambodia, proudly showing you that she can now
feed her family, | think you would sense how important your donations are.

Of course, thirty years is not something we necessarily want to boast about. We still have much to do. But together we are
making a positive difference and I'm taking this opportunity to say “thank you" for your support. | remember a woman in
Malawi who said "if | could walk from my village to your village, | would surely come and thank you. Since your village is so
far away i cannot walk to it, but please hear my thank you.”

To those who pray for our global ministry—thank you! To those who have signed up for an automatic monthly
donation-thank you! To those who go door-to-door, cubicle-to-cubicle, or relative-to-relative asking for donations-
thank you! To those who give faithfully through their church offerings and tithe envelopes—thank you! To those
who have purchased from our gift catalogue or held a fundraising event—thank you! To our ambassadors and
representatives who tirelessly spread our messages-thank you!

Canadian Adventists are helping people around the world recover from disasters and emerge from poverty. My colleagues
and |, but most of all, the millions you reach, express their appreciation.

Appreciatively yours! “A*P AQM
frwes it Canada

James Astleford
Executive Director
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Jowa Tyson comducting the Kingrwey (ollegs SymphealcBand.

The most .

DIECIOUs
romGOd

JUAN TYSON, WHO WAS BORN IN
Birmingham, Ala., into a Christian family,
remembers Christ as always being central
in his immediare family. He recalls enjoying
music at an early age—particularly singing,
His Gather was a professional baricone soloist
and would talee Juan to his performances,
Music has always been a passion for him
as an experience that he can share with
those he comes in consact with. While he
enjoys inswumental music and playing the
trumpet, choral music is his true passion,
playing a visal role in his music ministry.
“Music is not just about the right notes,
chythms, harmony, and pisch. It is about
sharing i wholeness by ministering so
those who, as lisseners, are exposed to it,
There is 2 hope that someone will not only
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be enermined andlearn w appreciate
music but also be lifted heaveaward,
experiencing the love and presence of God.*
To Juan, music is one of the most &equent
and worthwhile channels that God uses
to point people toward Him; music is
often a way someone can experience being
vouched and reached by God.

Before coming to Kingsway Callege,
Juan was a teacher at an Adventist academy
in the United States. However, the academy
was led to cut back on staff, A colleague
whose brother had once wocked at
Kingsway mentioned that the band
veacher position was open and chat the
school was accepting applications. Juan
applied and has since been minisvering
through music to each student that

Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Chiist and pre pare students for His service.

passes through our halls.

“Christian education means students
are afforded the opportunity to not only
find, get to know, and grow in Christ, but
also be educared in a school environment
that assures all studenwm can coceive a
high-quality, well-rounded education.”
Juan says that although Seventh-day
Adventist schools may not have the bells
and whisdes other schools have, our
scudents can be assured that they will
receive educational and life-changing
experiences that prepare them for post-
secondary studies and carcers, as well as
forthe “eternal school of heaven,” Our
youth are equipped by the Holy Spirit
to be leaders in all their endeavors. They
are the "movers and shaleers.” offering
valnable Christ<enred examples to
everyone they meet.

During the last day of our first Week
of Prayer for the 2014/2015 school year,
Paul Smith, pastor of the Missizsauga
church, sppealed to sudenss who were
struggling with something to come
forward and share their burdens with
their school family. The willingness and
honesty from the students made Juan
recognize chat it is of utmost imporeance
for each one of us to truly be there for our
brothers and sisters, being that listening
ear, and refraining from passing ju
on one another. We must feel safe enough
to seek the advice of others with whom
we assodiare, such as our llow studen,
co-worlsers, and church members,

“As ] believe and see i, our schools and
churchesare places where the spiritually
sick should be the most comforable
sharing and receiving assistance with their
struggles. These should be places where
all can come as they are and experience
God's mercy through fellow sinners.”

John 3:16 is Juan's favorite Bible verse,
as it encompasses the overwhelming love
that God has for the entire woild. One of
his favourite quosations is a ssacement by
William Congreve: “Muss'c hath charms
to soothe the savage beast.” Aferr all,
mussc is a most prec'ious gift fram God
to humankind. m

Ohvr'stina Lister is the development
coordinator at Kingsway College

If you are Imterested in Adwentist Christian education at Kingsway College comact the enrelment office at admissions@ki ngswaycollege.on.ca,




Native School “Academy” Status,
Recommends Expansion

eNorth American Division (NAD) granted
“Academy” smarus to Mamawi Avosleetan Native

School (MANS) during its Oct. 30 to Nov. 2
meetings. This makes MANS Canada's first and only
mission school to be part of the network of Adventist
senioracademies,

Prior to the formal decision, General Coanference
persannel made an on-site visit to MANS on Sept. 18 and
19. They left with the promise to recommend approval of
the school’s application for oficial denominational seatus,

The NAD dedision was preceded by permission
fram the province of Alberta to offer GradesK to 12
at MANS duee years sgo.

The blessing of the NAD education department will
have a significant impact on high school completion rases
among MANS students, says Wiltan who expects MANS
campletion rate to be far above the pational average for
First Nadons saxdents. The Chiefs Assembly on Education
found that the national average is 39 percent of thase
who register for high school.

*Now we can carry our students from Ki
through to completion of Grade 12," stated Principal $
Gail Wilton, “We can also provide direction to stadenss - ™
for callege and higher educarion oppartunities. A K to oo gl
12 program will allow us to significantly impact the g
completion of high school in this community, Currently,
we have one Grade 11 student making plans so gec an
education degree and return to MANS to teach,

“Space is extremely tight right now;” said Wilton,
citing MANS’s current enrollment of 184 students in
a building insended to hold 120. “Upon fulfillment of
the committee recommendarions—one of them being
increased physical space—there will be a revisit for the
final accreditation, Accordingly, we are making plans to
move forward with a building program in the near furure.®

Despite the addirion of two classrooms last year,
MANS continues to tusn away more students than it
can accepe at every grade level, so the NAD requiremem
that thephysical plant be expanded came as no sarprise
w Wilsoa.

“We are excised for she future!” said Wilem.

Lindo Steinke, who writes for the Alberto Conference

Department of Education, eneouraged Lynn McDowel, (4 ~L |
Alberta’s director of Planned Giving/Philanthiopy, ’l‘ 7N / N . b if - T Ty U 3
to pursue English (which she did before attending low Tha MANS Grade 9 graduating dass of 2012, pictured, will be tha first te gredusta with a MANS
schoal). They collaborated on this report from ligh sces] dipiome conferred by the Province of Alberta and the Nerth Amerlcm Divisken of the

MANS, Canada’s Adventist mission school. Saveut-day Adventist Guardh. 1 to R: Wirginie, Vithyin, Cassalamestsn {Jeshen], mnd Smwel.
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parkview adventist academy

Parkview
Profiles

*I changed after coming here.
| grew in spirituality and in
education, and as a person.”

ane Joseph has spentnine of her 11 school years

in the Adventist education system, but the most

recent two, at Parkview Adventist Academy, have
been her best yer. “Ilove it herel” she says. “Going to
PAA has helped me with my furure and my faith.”

Born in India, Jane moved with her family so Sri
Lanka shortly after she began school. When she was
10, they relocated to Sarnia, Ont., where everything
changed, and Jane faced unexpeced obstacles in the
new academic environment,

“Ididn’t fit into the public school there, and the
veachers didn’t care about the scudents’ success and
excellence;” she says,

Afver her dad recerved a job on the CUC campus
and their family moved so Alberw, Jane's experience at
PAA has shown that this thriving Adventist school is
nothing like her previous classrooms.

“Cominghere, T had friends right away, and these
friends all enoourage on another to work hard. Anyone
who comes to PAA will see how advanced the curriculum
is and how much the teachers actually care about you, If
any of them see you are struggling, they'll stay and work
with you, You can call teachers or email them and geta
response right away. They challenge us becanse they care.”

Since enrolling in Grade 10 at PAA, Jane has embraced
that challenge and become an active participant in campus
life. “Musi’c is my thing,’ she shares, which is no surprise
%0 anyone who has enjoyed her vocal performances with
praise bands and the PAA/CUC Choral Union. ‘I can
sing. and here I can use my talenw for God without
having to negotiase Sabbath.”

PAA's programs are designed to teach spiritual
groweh in addr'tion to school-specific skills, According
to Jane, “Everything on campus is spiritually based. We
always seart classes with prayer, Chapels, vespers, Sabbath
school programs—it’s all so amazing." Being part of
campus has significantly impaceed Jane's life, “I changed
afver coming here,” she says. “I grew in spirituality, in

education, and as a person,”

M

Jane isnotalonein her appreciation of what the
spiritual elemenws of campus can conwibute to life. All
PAA studenw are invited to participate in the worship
services and programs, which, Jane says, is "the best part
because all your friends are there with you, and you can
feel the Holy Spirit working in your life,”

What Jane libes best is Friday night vespers and the
genuine, dynamic approach so applicable, life-changing
faith. “You can have fun in religion becanse it'syouth-
oriented on this campus, seaching us that praising God
can he so fun. I love coming so church.”

As a campus, PAA has several regular opportunities
for students to spiritually cecharge: weekly Wednesday
chapel services, Friday night vespers, Sacurday moming
Sabbath school, and the campus College Heighos Church.
Involving young people in programming is one of the
many ways thac PAA seaff work to introduce students
to active faith. Jane is one of the school’s most willing
volunwers, and she shares, “Here at PAA, I grew to have
new responsibilities, and these helped me see that if you
want to succeed in life, always leep God by your side.”

Jane is now more than halfway through her junior
year, with God by herside in addition so the other 100
students at PAA, She knows from her experience that
while here at school, “You're never alone. While you're
warking hard at PAA, you're also supported by the
teachers and on your journey with other students.”

PAA has been a blessing to Jane so that she may bless
others, As a student and a participantin the campus
community, she knows that “what we do here is actually
very important for later in life.” Her future rests on her
commitment to classes and her personal pursuit of God,
both of which benefit from being at PAA. m

Katelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations
at Porkview Adventist Academy.




them reach their goals and enjoy future success as

productive citizens, We want them to know Jesus and
be prepared for evernal life. Many Adventist parents enrol their
children in Adveatist schools for these reasons.

Many non-Christan families in our communities are looking
for the same things. Countless stories have bsen told of how active
friendship, generosity, encouragement, and personal involvement
in the community have led to both school and church growth, as
well as increased op portunities for Adventists to havea positive
influence in their communities. Swochhata’s story is one of them.

It started in 2006, when Kathi and Wayne Johnson, Adventist
members from Langley, B.C, were introduced to a young Nepalese
couple, Hari and Madhu Deuja, who had cecently immigrared
to Canada. There was common ground: Kathi had ravelled for
several years to Nepal to run a health camp and was very familiar
with the culture. The four quickly became friends. A couple of
years later, Madhu gave birth so a daugheer, Swochhasa

‘When Madhu’s husband, Hari, suddenly passed sway, the
Jobnsons and other membezs of the Adventist church community
became Madhu’s and Swochhatd’s biggest support, providing for
various aeeds. The Johnsons also strongly encoursged Madhu to
pursue a college educarion, opening the doorsto her careerasa
health care ascistane,

Madhu now greatly enjoys what she does and had always
dreamed of a similarly bright future for her danghter, When
Swochhaw was old enough for Kindergarten, she starsed
attending the local public achool. But it didn't support the
high moralstandards that Madhu had for her, What were her

options?

j \ / e all want the best for our children, We want to see

By this time, the Johnsons had become key influencers in
Madhu's and Swochhata’s lives, and, given their own invalvement
with the Adveatist school syseem, they encouraged Madhu to
enral Swachhsta in Feaser Valley Advenris Acaderny in Aldergrove,
B.C. Thanks to their influence, encouragement, and desire so
share God’s love, Swochham is now enjoying Grade 1 in a healthy
Christian environment, with the high moral standards Madhu
had always wanced for her.

Both the Jobnsons and Madhu are happy to see the impact
a Christian education is already making in Swochhar's life.
“Now she talks about God. She never did before,” Madhu said.
“I see low of posi'tive things.”

Swochhata also brings joy so her classmates, even holding
the door open for cveryone on their way to recess each day, her
seacher Grace Devoe explained.

In fact, our schools provide a positive environment for both
students and staff alile. “Everyone isalways helping one another;
you really feel it,” Devoe said,

When our teachers care, so do our students. That is the kind
of learning envitonment that all our children deserve.

When asked about the decision to enrol Swochhata in an
Advenria schoal, Wayne responded, "We want to give [Swachhata]
an opporanity to thrive and grow.”

And I know that is what we all want for the children in our
lives, Giving the children of cur communi ties an opportunity to
thrive and grow through Adventist education is one way that
every church member can participate, m

Uloyd Robinson is superintendent of education
for the British Columbia Conference
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FOR MANY STUDENTS, Canada Youth Challenge {CYC) is an
opportunity to meet new people, explore new places, learn new
cultures, and earn some scholarship money for school, But CYC
hasa higher purpose, and this summer one scudent expressed
that purpose in a very simple prayer. Getting up one moming,
the student, Benjamin, prayed, “Father, wday I want to speak to
someone about Jesus. Not about books, not about scholarships,
just about Jesus.” With that prayer in his heart, be gachered up
hisboalss, entered the day's neighbourhood, and began linocking
on doors.

Benjamin spprouched a doos and knocleed, and soon afterwards
a waman came and answered. Seeing a young man with a collecdon
of books, she immediately said, “Not inrereseed,” an d was getring
ready to shut the door, when Benjamin asked, “Why?”

She stopped, then said, “OK, there are a lot of mosquisoes
ouside, come in”

Inside the house, Benjamin began his presensation. When he
finished, the woman sa1d, “Oh, you are a Chrisgan,”

With a smile Benjamin replied, “I’'m a Seventh-day Adventist
Christian]®

She did not cetum his smile, Loakingat him she said, suddenly,
“Get out of my house!*

Shoclsd, Benjamin stared, then once again ashed, “Why?”

“Because it’s my house!® she said.

“But why is it that you said this to me only whenyou heard
I was a Scventh-day Adventist?®

Thewoman paused and then replied, “Tell me something
about your celigion.”

Here was Benjamin’s moment. Now was his opportunity to
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share his faith. How would he doit? Whar would he say?
Benjamin began, and movingfrom Genesis to Revelation, be
spoke about Jesus, the centre of our faith, the author of doctrine,
and the end of all prophecy. For 30 minutes Benjamin spolse,
and when he finished, the woman’s eyes filled with tears and she
began to cry. Benjamin stood quictly as she cried for some time.
Finally she said, “For 40 years of my life, I believed your church
was a bad church. But now you have compleely changed my
perception, This Sabbath I will go to your church.”

For thousands of years, a distorted picture of God was
presented to the human race, and generation afser generation
accepted this picture. So 2,000 years ago, Jesus came, in person,
to explain the Father to alost and sinful wodd, In the Qesh,
through words of comfort, through the healing touch, through
patient insrructian, Jesus painted a picture of a God of inexpressible
goodness, love, and mercy. He came in person to explain the
Father and to reflect His character, and because He did, generations
of people found the truth and accepted the hope and salvation
He offered to the world.

Today Jesus acks us to do the same, “You shall be mywitnesses;”
He said (Acts 1:8). To a world thatis still coafused, deceived, and
lost, He asks us to go, personally, and explain who God really is
and wha faith in Him is all about. We are His witnesses, sent to
a world of peaple who are sitting in darkness. If only we will go,
some will respond and come to His light. m

Lifestyle Conada Education Service (LEES) is a charity argoanlzed
to better fulfill the mandates of the Nrerdture ministry of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church aeross Conado. (L ifestyleConada org)




If youre a new member and have a question you would like answered,
please email newmember@adventist.ca. We would love to hear from you.

A Near Adventist Asks

Life is difficult and brings enormous challenges, especially for God's children. This is why we need to

remember that the church is here to inspire its members in their pilgrimage. Can we abandon reprimanding,
blaming, and criticizing one another and, instead, focus exclusively on encouraging one another?

YOUR QUESTION serves as agood opportunity forus
taclarify some points about criticism.

Ample false ideas are being circulated, namely, ideas
that misrepresent God’s concept of a true relationship
based on the values of His kingdom. From a biblical
perspective, everyone should be entitled to freedom
and privacy. Joining a community of believers doesn’t
give anyone the right 8o examine orjudgethe wordsand
intentions of fellow members. As you have correcdy stated,
the main purpose of a congregation is to encourage,
to motivate, as well 80 act in favour of every member,
inspiring them o give the best for their Master (see
Heb. 10:25).

And yet, should the church focus exclusively on
encouragement, positive things, uplifting realities—as
some popular televangelists seem %0 continually promote?
I'm not sure. I don’t believe that church members exist
only to reaffirm one another’s opinions, approve one
another’s choices, or strengthen one another’s determi-
nation orresolve in a chosen path. Jesus’ plan in building
His church was not to create groups of motivational
speakers, or to have the church members being involved
in a 100-percent positive, optimistic coaching program,
Our Lord knew that we need real people, not puppets,
on our side, We need those who are imperfect as we are
and who are filled with God’s love, observe everyday life
with perspicacity, examine all things carefully, and are
willing to be creative and open with us, in order to share
different perspectives on what is best for an effective
Christian life. This is irreplaceable. Only having on our
side those who approve our point of view is not necessarily
uplifting. As author George Eliot stated in the 19%
century, "Animals are such agreeable friends. They ask
no questions, they pass no criticism.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson’s perspective on true ftiendship
is consistent with the biblical concept of the unity: “There
are two elements that go so the composition of friendship.
One is Truth. A friend is a person with whom I may be

1 Life Together: The Classic Exploration of faith in Community {San Franciscq, HarperOne, 1978).

sincere. Heis so real and equal that I may drop even
those undermost garments of dissimulation, courtesy,
and second thought, and may deal with him with the
simplicity and wholeness. ... The other element of
friendship is tenderness, Can another be so blessed,
and we so pure, that we can offer him tenderness?”
Therefore, reproofis acceptable at times, if it is
guided by the Spirit of God and is based and founded
on friendship: “Preach the word! Be ready in season
and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsufferingand teaching” (2 Tim. 4:2, NKJV).
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a very well-known German
theologian who died during his opposition so the Nazi
regime, made a remarkable comment about Paul’s sext:

Reproofis unavoidable. Where defection from

God’s Word in doctrine or lifé im perils the family

fellowship and with it the whole congregation, the

word of admonitson and rebuke must be ventured.

Nothing can be more crucl than the tenderness that

consigns another to his sin. Nothing can be more

compassionate than the call to a brother back from
the path of sin. It is a ministry of mercy, an ultimate
offer ofgenuine fellowship.

What you need the most is not necessarily the
absence of criticism, but the overall presence of the true,
sacrificial, agape love in your church. You need those who
will fully respect you, who will paint the relationship
between Christians with truth and tendemess. This is
the only way Jesus has prescribed for the prosperity of
His church. And I pray for you and your community.
May our heavenly Father inspire you to follow His
vision oflove and truth until we come “to the measure

of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” m

Daniel Stojanovic is the vice-president of administration
at the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: ems i1 the News”section mqy onginafe from variaws soutees. The Canodion Advetitist Messenger will 9ive aedR, via a byfine, to authors of material submited
direcVy to us for first printing. Stortes without @ bytine may have been written by Messenger staff, reprinted from other publicstians or supplied to us by a generol press release.

Alberta

Let’s Talk

n a eald Sabbath morningin

downsown Edmonton, the sounds
of poetry and music driftad through the
graffitied hallways of a dimlylit basement.
The strum of a guitar blended harmo-
niously with three voices as they sang
about God’slove before a rapt audience,
The people could sense God’s prevence,
even though they were nawhere near a
church.

Enoch Attey, a recent CUC graduate,
is a youth worlser in the music program

at iHuman Youth Society and graciously
made a space available for an event called
Let’s Talk. I am so glad that Let’s Talk
took place right here at iHuman,” expressed
Attey. "To be honest, this was church for
me. Thaven’t had something like this in a
longtime. I could feel cammunity,”

Over 25 young adults came sogether
for Let’s Talk, an altemative church
gathering that uses a safe and neutral
space where young adultsaged 18 so 35
can be part of a community, dialogue
about relevant sopics, and have a good
meal while experiencing God’s peesence.
It was held at iHuman Youth Society, a
non-profit organization in Edmonson,
Alta,, that helps and empowers traumatized
youth and works soward reintegrating
them into the community by helping
them develop skills, self-esteem, and a
senseof worth and ability.

Jash, a young adule from Red Deer,
Alw,, shared his souching tesimony about
overcoming drug abuse with God’s help,
cumning his life around, and becoming a
dedicased and diligent disciple of Christ.

David Benjamin, assistant youth
director, stased, "We are realizing that

more and more of our youth are not

January 2015

gracing the doorsseps of our churches.
Church atsendance is declining among
our youth, and the youth department has
been given a direcdve from the Ezecutive
Committee of the Alberta Coaference to
find out why youth are leaving the church.
Benjamin continued, *Part of our solution
is to crease more environments like Let’s
Talk, hoping they will anract youth who
havelost faith in the craditional cburch ®

Beajamin Amoah expcessed, "What
youth are searching for is a real sense of
community, a safe place to come 0 and
feel loved, supporred, and accepted. Until
our churches become a safe place to land,
we will continue to see more and more
youth leaving our churches.”

Kevin Keirs, youth directorof the
Alberta Conference, inmoduced the book
You Lost Me: Why Young Christians Are
Leaving the Church and Retbinking Faith,
by David Kinnaman, With youth leaving
the church in droves, it was great so hear
a young adult perspective on the subject.
Other sopics discussed in the program
were homosexuality and the church, led
byJa'Net Knight, a social worlser from

Sesh charing his tactheeny stLots Tak, an altervortive dusdh guthering fur ywuths.

Calgary, who helped participants come
to the realization that we must love

everyone as Christ loved them while
underswanding that He also said, “Go
and sin no more™; as well as the topic
“Unity in Community,’ led by Brenden
Zapotichny, a third-year religious studies
stadent, who spake about reaching beyond
our comfozt zones 0 invite others into
our circle of community.

As the reality of more youth leaving
chrearens the future of the church, it is
our hope to create alternatively neutral
and safe places where exiles, nomads, and
prodigals can come 1o feel loved, accepted,
suppored, feel a sense of community,
and, ultimarely, experience God'’s presence.
In revrospect, I think we can all benefit
from havinga safe place toland, being in
an accepting environment, having a sense
of community, dialoguingabout celcvant
topics, and dwelling in the presence of
God—inside or outside of the church,

At least, Let's Talk about it! m
—Lyle Notice,associate
youth director,
Aiberta Conference




Seventeen Children Inducted
Into Sylvan Lake Adventurer Club

n Oct. 18, 2014, smiles, joy, and

excitement abounded as 17 precious
children were induceed into the Sylvan Lale
Adventurer Club. Under the directorship
of Wendy Gareau, the club has srted up
again with optimism and enthusiasm, and
grown in size with children and volunteer
suaff.

Tt was great to see the church come out
and suppart this powerful and symbolic
dedication service. Following the biblical
example of 1 Samuel 1, in which Hannah
gives Samuel to the Lord, the Sylvan Lake
Adventurers were presented before the
Lord to be blessed.

The senior pastor of the Sylvan Lale

church, Bill Spangler, shared his full '

support and gave a spirit-filled prayer of “It is great o see so many families hear the laughter of the children that

dedication overthe parents and children. involved in the Adventurer Ministry. day. We are happy to see more and more
Asisting the induction program were  Four new clubs alone have started up this Adventurer clubs starting up in the

Donelle Clarlee, the North American year. We definitely need all the support Alberra Coaference. B

Divisi'on (NAD) Western Canadian we can get from parents and church —Lyle Notice,associate

cepresamive and the Alberra Conference members,” said Lulu Mashongnyika, youth director,

Maserr Guide coordinavors Luluand Master Guide Coocdinasor. Alberta Conference

Tendai Mashonganyika, It was a blessing to feel the energy and

British Columbia

Maple Ridge Pathﬁnder Sabbath

n the Sabbath of July 19, 2014, the Maple

Ridge Pathfinders put on the church service.
They sang their song and cecited their law and
pledge The children gave the welcome and had
a song service, followed by Scripture reading
and prayer, The theme was then given: Jesus
and His Crucifixion. Five of the children, who
had researched their top'ics, gave a peesenmtion
about Jesus, His cruel treatment, and how He
died on the cross. A PowerPoint with pictures
on the screen helped the congregation acrually
see the lengths that Jesus went through and
what He was willing o endure for us. The
program was closed with a song and prayer. B

—Trudt Charles, communication l.nnmmrlmmnm“mwunwm'
secretary, Maple Ridge church Abdie Sesa, Srame Guvdes, Gbtuin ian Ephen, and Cawrde e
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Deer Lake School: Helping Communities

would you do if you found an
unconscious man lying on the
sidewalk on your way o school one
morming?

Yeshvi Mehta, a Grade 11 Deer Lale
School student, didn't hesivare for a
second, She immediasely called 911 and
began performing CPR on the individual
for the next 12 minutes until paramedics
arrived. Though the man spent several
weeks in hospivalin critical condition, he
has since recovered, and doctors say Yeshvi's
selfless response and skillful CPR saved
his life. Yeshvi is just one of many Deer
Lalee scudents who love to serve others.
While her actions were pretty dramatic,
many other simple acts of service take
place every day around our school.

Once a month it’s the Grade 6,7,and
8 students making sack Innches for the
Bumaby Taskforce on Homelessness.
Other times it’s 96 students travelling
400 kilomerres to spend a day doing
community clean-up for the sown of
Armstrong, =

Often it’s raising awareness for issues Bear Lake students partidpating im commanity sarvics projects in the tewm of Ansstreny, B.C,
of social justice, sach as sendinga petitian

to thelocal member of parliament and ondinary kids at Deer Lake School use may have seemed, you did it for me."—
the prime minister to influence the their extraordinary heares to serve others Matt. 25-40, CEV. m

ceturn of 214 kidnapped Nigerian gitls. —and that’s thebehaviour of a group of —Gaileen Woytko,
Maybe it’sjust raising money so buy fresh superheroes! Community Relatlons
water for familiesin Kenya, Butno marer “Whenever you did it for any of my & Marketing
how large or small the wsk, every day people, no mateer how unimporsant they See mare at httpv/goa gl/8VhGg2

Shout to the North

ut of the 101 Seventh-day Adventist  bigger, non-Adventist churches in the and forge strong celationships with the

churches in the British Columbia area, preferring to sway in their comfort members of the community. Some of the
Coaference, only one of the churches is zone, This stopped in 2012 when they non-Adventises in Whitehorse seem to
notin British Columbia. This church, held their first "Shout to the North® view their Advencist neighbours as highly
the Whitchorse Seventh-day Adventist event. judgmensal elitisss. While some people
Church, has been around since 1969. Shout so the North is a multi- from the First Nations community attend
Howevez, their current church building denominational outdoor musi'c event churches of other denominations, none
was not constructed until 1978, organiaed by the young adults of the attend the Adventist church, Through

Being the odd one out is hard on ‘Whischorse Seventh-day Adventist Shout so the North, the Adventist

anyone, even a church, Because of this, Church, The aim of the event, inspired congregation hopes to change that,
the Whitehorse church congregation by the song of the same name, is to get This year, Shout to the North feanred
usually left the outreach so the other, a feel for the needs of the community seven performers. These were the Penguins

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT: & 52425175 herewere 82 oans it a vaoe of 25445555

For more information or to make a deposit, ontact Girly Quiambao—guiambao.girly @adventist a; 905/433-0011.
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Green, the Whiterock Church Band,
The Sunday Night Band, Terry and Mary,
Angel Solomon, Chazlie, and the Bethany
Church Filipino Worship Band. Each
did 10- vo 15-minute sets, and each had
a unique sound. In addition o singing
and playing instruments, some of the
petformers rapped or performed spolsen
waord pieces.

Most, if not all, of the youngadultsin

the Whisehorse church share a talent for
music and have decidsd to use this talent
to do some cutreach, In addition %o holding
this event, they lead out in the Sabbath
moming worship service, sing %o eldedy
residents in their community. In addition,
the church runs an art club called Ignice
and a community garden,

There aren't many teenagers or 20-
somecthings in the church, buc there are

many young families. Becky Law, one of
the youngadult leaders in the Whitehorse
church, hopes they are starting a legacy of
outreach that their children will grow up
in and wmke over. m

—Chanelle-Lize Antolnette
Marshall, Westminster
SDA Church

See more at http//goa.gl/SyFhKe

:mnps wIRluY A snoyd

Corvection: On page 21 of the November 2014 issue, we ineorrectly identifled the photo of Kelly Briere as Lisa Kelly Brlere in the
SDACC Bxxellenee in Education Award feature. The Messenger apologizes for the error.
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WALK THE MISSIONARY WAY

(FN %/ OF REVELATION TOUR

TOUR OF GREECE AND TURKEY

}"ﬂ | WITH STOPS AT LACH OF
THE SEVEN CHURCHES:

i~ . ' - EPHESUS, SMYRNA,
) PERGAMON, THYATIRA,
SARDIS, PHILADELPHIA.

AND LAODICEA

JUNE 10-22, 2015

f n Jensen Chris Holland
itar. Canadian Speaker/Director,!
Adventist Itis Written .

PRI Canada

S i s S

Tour includes: Round trip airfare; guided sightseeing tour in deluxe air-conditioned bus; hotel accommodation including service
charges; breakfast and dinner daily; admission fees to sites on the itinerary; all internal flights and transfers; information kit and
final documents; 50 Seat Limit — Rate per person: 3390 CAD+taxes, Toronto departure. For other departures and questions
contact Stan Jensen: jensen.stan@adventist.ca; 905-433-0011.



Mamawi Atosketan
Native School

R.K. #2, Pongku, AB
144 IR2
Phone: 403.783.4362
Fox: 403.783.3839

mumuwiatosketan@xplornet cont
wen.mamawiatosketan.cam

Adventist Education Where You Are. . .
Be a part of OUR community

P

www.pacescanada.org

BT ph(250) AA0 - 5103 okas@@ihew.es

Preparing for life, educating for eternity

The Seventh.day Adventist Christian School famity exists to
show children Jesus, nuture their love for Him and others,
teach them to think, and empower them to senve.

A\

Adventist Education

2228 HERMAN AVENUE, SASKATOQON, SK S7TM ON3  306.653.1424
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H Announcements

PROCESS:

+All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notiees, birthannouncements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries and tributes)should
be emailed to Aimee Perez
(perez.aimee®adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

+Everyindividual named in
the announcement must be
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

« Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
eompleted and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

+The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

«For more information about
Messenger announcement
policies, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click‘writers
guidelines’then click
‘announcements.

H Announcements

62™TIA/CAA Alumni Hame@ming
Weekend —Crawford Adventist
Academy will be holding its 6224
Alumni Homecoming Weekend on
May 22-24, 2015, honouting our
TJA Classes 0f 1980, 1975, 1970,
1964, and all classes prior; CAA
Classes of 2005, 2000, 1995, 1990,
and 1985. We welcome all our alumni
andfamilies, former and cnrrent
administrators, board me mbers,
faculty and swaff, parents, friends,
and supporsers.

Please contact the Office of
Advancement, TADSB—Deaick Hall,
VP of Advancement, 416/633-0030
or toll free 866/960-2125, ext. 234,
or dhall@radsb.com / Judy Cardona
Gamez, Advancement Assissant, ext.
248, orjgamez@tadsb.com.

Visit our official website, www.
radsb.com; follow us on Twirzer
@TJACAAAlumni; like us on
Facebook “The Official TJA/CAA
Alumni Group.” (5/15)

Tha Carleton Place church is
looking for the foilowing missing
members: Cynthia Clark, Brenda
Denilee, Sue Desjardin, Melissa
Dorion, Daniel Fortin, Marilyn
Gerhardr, Michelle Mareiage, Lori-
Ann McIntosh, Christophe Merani,

lanuary 2015

Lincoln Merani, David Moote,
Edward Pugh, Kathleen Service. If
youhavea current phone number
and address for any of these people,
please contact Didier Fourny at
613/937-3124 or df ourny@
adventistontario.otg.

The Garden Road church is
looking for the following
missing members: Dcanna
Baddule, Phoebe Bautista, Gabriel
Bongily, Rose Bongily, Alia Bownes,
Norma Cada, Rowena Camarillo,
Rosaura Cervantes, Cathy Cervantes,
‘Wes Chriseensen, Sandra Clark,
Alemnder Clarke, Alex Cross, Bradley
Ceoss, Suzanne DiRocco, Jenny
Feeguson, Allison Fitzgerald, Jean
Fizgerald, Ray Gunn, Rex Handel,
‘Wendy Handel, Locraine Harris,
Michael Harris, Melissa Holder,
Belen Jeremic St, Belen JeremicJr,
John Jeremic, Betty Jokuda, Eddie
Kahlon, Manny Kanwal, Meena
Kaowal If you havea current phone
number and address for any of these
people, please contact Grace at 403/
293-9554 or higginsge@shaw.ca.

Tha Perth church is looking for
thefollowing missing members:
Janice Berney, Robin Cheress
(McCullough), Mclanie Daigle,
Robin Daigle, Steven Dowdall,
Parrick Driscoll, Mildred El Bitzar,
Arthur Lemke, Lilian Lembee, Bonnie
McCann, Uriah McCann, George
McCullough, Felicita Mercado, Marma
Mercado, Samuel Mercado. If you
have a current phone number and
address forany of these people, please
contact DidierFourny at 613/937-
3124 or dfoorny@advenrissontario.otg.

Tha Smiths Falls church is
looking for the following
missing members: Kyle Daigle,
Pamela Heck, Priscilla Heck, Darrin
Ireland, Nancy Pelledier. If you have

a current phone number and address
for any of these people, please contact
Didier Fournyat 613/937-3124 or
dfourny@adventiswntario.org,

The Thunder Bay church is
looking for the following
missing members: Hubert Brown,
Christopher Charmrand, Dianne
Craig, Marie Eve Duval, Dave Raollo
Joseph, Marie Cecilia Manusloc. If
you have a current phone number
and address for any of these people,
please contact Jim Rieder at 807/983-
2659 or jrieder@tbaytel.net.

B New Members

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revay Hudema was baptized in
Vernon, B.C., on Oct. 25, 2014,

by Seeve Little. Revay is a Grade 7
student at Pleasant Valley Christan

Asademy. She is now a member of the
Vemnon church.

MARITIMES

Goorgina Bastarache was baptized
in Miramichi, N.B, on Dec 14, 2013,
by Jacques Mortris. She is now a mem-
ber of the Moncton French church.

Karen Cho was baptized in Saint
John, N.B., on Feb. 15, 2014, by
Courtney Dookie. She is nowa
memberofthe Saint John church.

Mary Ann Conrad was baptized
in Pugwash, N.S., on Aug. 30, 2014,
by David Hamilron. Sheis now a
member of the Pugwash church.

Minh Duong, PhucDuong, and
Trang Phan were baptizedin
Pogwash, N.S.,on Aug. 2, 2014, by
Courtney Dookie. They are now
members of the Saint John church.

Hallbert Fenton was accepsed on
profzssion of faith in Saint John, N.B,,
on Feb. 15, 2014, by Courmey Dookie.
He is now a member of the Saint
John church.

Jodi Praser was baprized in Moncwon,
N.B, on May 31, 2014, by Mésard
Salomon. She is now a member of the
Moncton church

Jonathan Haase was baprized in
Pugwash, N.S, on Aug. 2, 2014, during
campmeeting by Paul Llewellyn. He
is now a member of the Fox Point

church.

Jonathan Halengo was bapdzed
in Pugwash, N.S., on Aug. 2, 2014,
during campmeeting by Kevin Scott.
Heisnowa member of the Halifax
church.

Lorraine Hemeon was accepsed on
profession of faith in Perth-Andover,
N.B, onJune 21, 2014, by Adrian
Golea. She was a member of the Perth.
Andover church until her death on
Sept. 24,2014,

Jean-Louls Lang was baprized

in Pugwash, N.S., on Aug. 2, 2014,
during campmeeting by Mésard
Salomon. He is now a member of
the Moncton French church.

Adelard and Janice Martin were
baptized in Miramichi, N.B., on
Sept. 6, 2014, by Jacques Morris.
They are now members of the
Miramichi church.

Joftrey McCullum was baprized
in Barrington, N.S., on April 26,
2014, by Elder Edward Atwood. He
is now a member of the Yarmouth
Company.

Bd Pideett Pred on profession
of faith in Moncton, N.B,, on June 7,

2014, by Mésard Salomon. He is now
a member of the Moncton church.

Frangoise Ringuette was baptized
in Pagwash, N.S,, on Aug. 2, 2014,
during campmeeting by Métard
Salomon. She is nowa member of
the Moncton French church.

Amberlie Tattrie was aceepredon
profession of faith in Halifax,N.S.,
on April 26,2014, by Elder Sydney
Mogae.Sheis nowamember of the
Halifax church.

Michael Trealout was baptizedin
Pugwash, N.S., on Aug. 30, 2014,
byDavid Hamilton. Heisnowa
member of the Truro church.

Ernie Watton and Brenda
{Daigiey) Watton were baprized

in Middleton, N.S., on Feb. 28, 2014,
byJacques LeBlanc. They are now
members of the Middl church.

James Wentworth was baprized

in Charlottetown, P.E.L, on May 10,
2014, byGary BeJhomme. He is now
amember of the Charlottctown
church.

RazielaJodahna Dookie was born
March 12,2014, to Sania and Pastor
Courtney Dookie of Hampton, N.B.

Everely Grace Althea Smith was
bom Aug. 16, 2014, toMeghanand
Jason Smith of Hammonds Plains,N.S.

Jennifer Morris and Alessandro
Cavalkcante were married on
November 24, 2013 at Micamich
NB by Passor Jacques Morris.
Jennifer is the daughser of Pastor
Jacques and Maria Morris. They
met online on Adventist Singles.
The couple are aking theirhome
in Orlando, Florida.

Galina Korobova and Yuriy
Chernukhin were married on
January 11, 2014 in Saint John NB.
Both Galina and Yuriy are nazive of
the Uksaine, but met in Canada.
They are making their home in the
Fredericton, N.B. area.

Bl Anniversaries

Theo and Christine Goadhart of
Mission, B.C,, celebrased their 40
wedding anniversary on April 26,
2014. They also celebrased 20 years
since Chrisine donated her kidney
to Theo. The Goedhartshave two
children, Roberz and Elizabeth.




H Birthdays

Julls Pyhe of Cape Breton. NS,
exlcheated her 1052 birhday on July
10, 2014, at North Sydnep,N.S. A

ceparer from the Cape Beevon Post
wason hand at her bome where family
and friends met 80 celebrase. Julia was
always a bugy petson and very much
{ovalved in clmrech progmme, not anly
in her youngers years, hut long after
cedrement when ¢he was annually
{nvalved in the church’s inguthering

PIOgram.
ABenWood of Watson, Sack.,

celebrured his1 00 biczhday on
Ang. 4,2014. Allen was bom on

the very dsy Canada envered the
Firse Wadd War, and he eerved in
the air force during the Second Wodld
Wor. He alwayzloved the Lord and
was bapfized just befnre his 982
birthday at Manimba-Sadeshcwan
campmeetng. He is acdve in the
Quill Lake church, often leadiog the
singing and helping with masical

at the local nursinghome
and senion! cenre. Allen has one

duughter, Esther Gallant, fvegrand- chorch in her day where she was
children, 12 dehikdren, 1nvol'¢d in balding chuc<h odfise,
2 12 greas-great grandchildren (which is now called B Advertising
ADRA), mdaC]CBM(iogum) Policies
with pasac Ray Marthews {deceasad). PROCESS:
Julis is predaccasnd by her parenss, i
H Obituaries Georgerand AdaMay (née;(au) . 22 :d;:".?;zg s'htf‘:lI‘(I:al
foscph ubmitted wi
Helams (née Ksyz) Oerk was born $m m‘i’n o M‘:n (gilm’hm conference approvel.
6, in Beewers Mills, i i
on Jan. 33, 191 ) Sacviving: daughrers, Joan (Edward) » Payment must accompany
Ont,anddicd an Oce 18,2014,in Wlson of Silver Springs, Md. Phyllis your ad, or it will not be
(GW 0111:. }‘1.:‘]: i moag};l; {Jay) Simons of Silver Springg, June Published
JME' it ; ’:'Mom “  (Fddic) Mecks of Taloma Park, Md; » The Messenger assumes
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905, 4747 - 67th St., Red Deer, AB TAN 6H3

Jon: 403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

www.realestateinreddeer.com
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REACH Canada
(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

‘VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION, NO SALARIES INVOLVED
*REACH Canada Incorporated as a registered charity in 1994
*Tax exempt# 895034189RRO001

*Member of Adventist-l.aymen’s Services and Industries

*An independent ministiy supporting the SDA Church's mission
*Operates schools, orphanages, hostels, and feeding cerrters
+Actively working in 26 countries

*Seven branch offices

*0.04% from each sponsorship is used for administration
*REACH International inc. organizedin 1973

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

O YES! | will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
OBoy OIGirl O No preference

QO do not wish to sponsor a child but | would
like to make a donation of $
ClJoy Fund CdGreatest Need[C1Other

Name

Street

City Prov. PC
Tel

@ REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St E
@ Whitby, ON, L1N 8G3, Canada (905) 720-1624
www.reachcanada.org * info@reachcanada.org

JANUARY 24, 2015

Religious Liberty Offering =

LIBERTY WWW.LIBERTYMAGAZINE.ORG

Pociind  (ShEBN ©3ABN /s
Suey @ SWEN o ©3ABN

192

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
Legal in Canada
FREE Install Kit

High Defmltlon and DV‘R '

Connect to any TV » Record your favorite shows*

*optional USB memory required for recording

All New Satellite DVR Receiver

Complete satellite system only $249"
Plus shipping and tax

Bulk orders
get discount!

866-552-6882= www.adventistsat.com
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from the editor

January 2015

I have been ceading aver the story of It Is Writken Canada, from its small beginnings
of faith to what it has become and what it means to us soday. It is not only a story
of faith but also a story of people taking action, What a difference It Is Written
(1IW) has made in so many lives across Canada by encouraging church members
and delivering balanced, common-sense messages for aver 40 years,

Today It Is Writeen reaches over 95 percent of all Canadians on free aver-the-air
television and 100 percent through Bell sarrllive, Rogers, Shaw, and EastLink Cable,
as well as all the smaller networks that carry CTV. I was amazed 1o see It Is Written
Canada on cable TV when I was in Cuba, Henry Feyerabend, the founder of It Is
Wricsen Canada, would be towlly amazed at what it has become.

So far in Canada, we have It Is Written in English, French, and Portuguese,

I think we can do even betser. I have a dream that we will sake up more media
ministries, ones that can serve the diverse cultures that exist from coast to coast
to coast of our great aation. The ministry and its selecast are teaming up with one
of the former speakers %o reach out v the Inuit nations in the North. Details are
forchcoming.

Additionally, this June, 1, along with Chris Holland and the IIW team, will be
offering a sour of the seven churches of Revelation, This is not something most
peoplenesd to do every single year, but it will certainly be a memorable experience.

By the time most Canadian Adventists read this, you will have heard or read
several statements on making a difference in 2015, such as “Let’s finish the work.”
But my response is this: “Invite someane to watch It Is Written Canada every
Sacurday momingat 11 a.m. on CTV. I have personally invised my non-Adventist
friends and €amily to watch our program every Saturday (it is also on ather actworks),
The positive feedback I have ceceived has warmed my heart and well exceeded my
expocutions. Next year I hope to share an even bigger svory.

Let'sall get behind this ministry in 2015 and partner with them, Go ahead;
call someone today and invite that person to watch the program, Email me ac
jensen.stan@adventist.ca and let me bnow whom you contacted and we will put
them on a prayer list.

Happy New Yeat It would be nice if this was the last one on chis planet. Come
and take us home, Jesus. m

</ w

Stan Jensen, editor
Canadian Adventist Messenger




by Almee Perez A BACKWARD GLANCE

THE CHRISTMAS PARTIES ARE PAST. Dinner feasts have been devoured. Carols have been sung. Presents have
been exchanged. It is time to pack away the decorations and swart afresh, A new year. A new ssart.

NEWSTART. The principles of nutrition, escrcise, waser, sunshine, temperance, air, rest, and wust in God
were first introduced at the Weimar Instituse of Health and Education in 1978 and formed in to an acronym by one
of their first guests.! And now, at the cusp of a new year, when people ofsen resolve to ive better, do bexter, be better,
that old acronym can breathe new life invo our tired bodies.
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“Seventh-day Adventists are to be represented to the world
by the advance principles of health reform which God has given us.”
Medical Ministry, p. 187

“If they see that we are intelligent with regard to health,
they will be more ready to believe thatwe are sound in Bible doctrine.”
Counsels on Diet and Foods. p. 76

Capmilian Advestist Messenger, Yol. 30, He. 1, pagal

1=The Histary of NOWSTART,” NEWSTART Weimar Institute, httpr/ /newstartoomy
what-Is newstart/the history of -weimar/#sthash. AWrIAvg.xTTWESSS.dphs. January 2015
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GOOD NEWS

FOR HOPELESS TIMES

Watch every Sabbath at 11:00 am on CTV nation-wide
or check our website for other broadcast fimes

Chris Holland

Speaker / Director

watch and folfow us

a | |
It IS youtube.com/iiwcanada
facebook.com/itiswrittencanada

Written twitter.com/iiwca

canada www.itiswrittencanada.ca
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