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heart to heart

lessenger

{4 So, whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do all
to the glory of God. bD.
—1Cor. 10:31, ESV

Simple Christianity
n Jesws v. the Pharisees the extremely celigious people of Jesus’ time
repeatadly expressed their anger over the way He approached the
practice of religion. To them, this outsider, a man from Galilee, got
itall wroag, He was simply not paying atsention to the details that clearty
defined faith and life for those who worshipped the God of Israel,

Statements surrounding the practice of faith are not rare in Scriprure.
When you lock at those statements that came directly from God through
divine inspiration, they are simple and eloquent. Contrast that with the
complex expecmations that people lilke you and I have added to what
God has said.

Living alife of faith and trust in God was not meant to be complicased.
It was to be kept simple and doable. Simple things are more lileely o
become a part of what we practise on a daily basis. The que essence of
Christian €aith is found in is simplicity,

Among the Pharisees s0 many years ago was a young, dedicased,
deeply religious leader named Saul. His parents had chosen that name
becanse it meant "asleed for” or “prayed for.” Saul was a devout student
of religion, and when he heard about Jesus, he was disturbed. He had
embraced religion in all its complexiry, and what Jesus represented
seemed wrong,

One day, on a road tip to straighten things out, Saul encountered
Jesus, It was a lifechangingexperience, and so that he would never focget
it, he changed his name v Paul. Paul is a baby name. It means “small” or
“litde.” In meeting Jesus, Paul realized—maybe for the first time—how
little he and all his complexity of faith really were,

Some years later Paul wrove to the Corinthians a summary of what
it means vo be a Chrisian, Here is what he says: “So, whether you eat or
drink, or whatver you do, doall to the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31, ESV).

Simple, isn’tit? m

Mark Johnson is president aof the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canado
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A Better
World canada

Upcoming 2015 Mission Trips

Kenya
October 20 - November 4, 2015

Join us for 14 memorable days as you tour Kenya,
visit A Betser World projects, meet the people and
see your irivestment in action!

\/ Fully escorted tour of Kenya and A Befter
v/ World project sites.

Help out at schools, orphanages and clinics.

y/ Explore the local culture and connect with
communities.
See the wildlife in the Masai Mara and enjoy
the famous game park.

I ABetter World was founded in 1990 by the College Heights
! Seventh-day Adventist Church on the campus of Burman
™ Univarsity (formerly CUC). A Batter World involves com-
munity and church members and implements projects in
direct parmership with local communities abroad. Over
2500 volunteers have tiavelled with A Better World!

For more information contact: Julie Stegmaier
|stegmaier@abwcanada.ca or visit www.abwcanada.ca,

. s g .
Tanzania N_Iedical
Mission Trip

October 20 - November 4, 2015

Needed: All health care professionals (Nurses,
Doctaors, Physios, Pharmacists and Dentists etc). ’

Non Health Care Professionals are welcome as
Support Persons on this trip.

To:

® Provide training for local health care workers
& Assistin the clinics built by A Better World

& Serve in rural medical camps

Team Leaders:

Dr. Ray Comeau & Deryl Comeau RN.BScN, MN
Direclors ef ABW Canada’s Medical Health Projects

Together they have led medical teams for the past
thirteen years. Early in their careers, they worked
for two years at a remote island hospital in Vanu-
atu, South Pacific.

For more information: Please email the Comeau's af
rdcomeau@abweanada.ca s visit www.abwcanada.ca lo

Sustainable = oy submit yeur application.
ch ange to improve N 7y - A Better World Canada | www.abwcanada.ca
lives. P 4037820325 | #103 5033 52nd Street Lacombe AB




Qi e ot weary in well doing” —Matthew 24:13

Temptation of the faithtul

ome to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest” (Matt. 11:28, NRSV), Notice the
word “weary” in the vest?

The word brings o mind someone who has been
carrying obligations for alongtime, Someone who
feels, I'm at the end of my rape, 1 don’t know what to do,
and I cannot heep up with this much longer. Maybe it is
tyme for me to cus bask, give up nsy chureb offises, and
take it easy for a while,

Weary of Struggling with Life’s Issues

The Bible story that comes to mind whea I think of
“weary” is of the man who brings his son to Jesus
requesting for Him to heal him of demon possession
in Mark 9:14-24. “The man cries out, ‘But if You can
do anything, have compassion on us and help us;” Jesus
said to him, ‘Tf you can believe, all things are possible
o him who believes. Immediately, the father of the
child cried out and said with teass, ‘Lord, I believe;
help my unbelief™ (verses 22.24, NKJV).

Can you idencify with this facher? For many years
he had been struggling with his child’s need but was
hoping that if Jesus could do anything, He could help
them. Jesus did respond, and the boy was healed. What
a relief to the father, If you are carrying weariness,
Marthew 11:28 is for you. Jesus will give you rest.

Weary in Well Doing
The Bible eells us of anther kind of weariness found in
2 Thessalonians 3:13: “But ye, bredhren, be not weary
in well doing” (KJV).

I have been noticing that many of our faithful
supportive members are scruggling with “weariness®
in their church offices, And it is not because they are
looking for an easy ride as a pew warmer or want an
indulgent life, but the obligations of life have resulted
in fewer and fewer hours in the day to give so their
church,

president’'s perspective

I know itisn't easy, and ofsen we as pastors fail to
appeedate the challenges of not only working all day
but then comingout to church programs in the cvening,
or on Sundays forone commitree or meeting after another.
As pastors we need to put ourselves in their shoes and
ask ourselves how we would respond, especially when
the board is supposed o finish at 9:30 p.m. but instead
continues so 10:30 p.m,, or when the one-hour prayer
meeting scheduled for 7:30 o 8:30 p.m. exvendsso 9:15.
Engaged members who love their church and are fighring
with weariness need to know we respect the loads of life
they carry. Overdme in our church meetings should be
the exception, not the norm,

Even though Jesus wants us to come apast and resc
awhile from time to time, He does not encourage us to
cut back and become a pew warmer. Here are a few sexts
% show we are in a battle that will only be complesed
whea Jesus comes,

2 Thessalonians 3:13: “Be not weary in well doing.”

Matthew 24:13: “Fle who endures to the end shall
be saved” (NKWV).

Isaiah 40:31: “Those who wait on the Loid shail
renew their strength. . .. They shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint” (NRSV).

2 Thessalonians 1:4: “We ourselves boast of you
among the churches of God for your steadfastness
and faith” (NRSV).

For Jesus, “for the joy that was set
before Him, endured the cross” (Heb.
12:2, KJV). Fellow member on the
journey eoward the second coming,
waary at times, continue %0 be engaged
for Jesus because you love Him and
for the joy set before you. B

Ken Corkum is president of the
Newfoundiond ond Labradar Confarence.
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Today my uncle died, and this uncle was a major father figure
I needed in my life. Now that he is gone, | feel empty and lost.
I can’t even cry! It feels like | have forgotten how to. | don‘t
know what to do. | know I'm supposed to have faith—and | do
—but | just feel this emptiness and loss. | hope to see him in
heaven, but it$ just that the way | feel right now is off.

I'm so sorry to hear about your uncle! It doesn‘t matter how religious you
are or how much faith you may have in God: once death eomes your way, it
will always shake you %o the core. Jesus Himself supplicated %o God to spare
Him from its claws! Death is horrible. It'sagainst our nature —we are wired
to live eternally! Feeling empty and lost is totally normal. It is our natural
reaction to something that s radically alien %o what God Intended when
He created us.

The first few months will be especially hard. You may find yourself
doubting about your purpose in life, and even about God's justice and
goodness. If that happens, don’t be alarmed, because that Is also a normal
phase In your healing proeess. The opposite of faith is not doubt, but
rejection, sa you are safe.

The Holy Spirit Is with you. Vou may not know how to approach God,
but the Holy Spiritis praying for you right now with groanings that cannot
be expressed in words (see Rom. 8:26). He’s got you covered! m

((thugs)))

Do you have a question for Pastor Joswé Sandhez? Emailit to messengev@advertistea,




Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such
the second death hath na power, but they shall be prlests of God and of
@ist, and shall reign with him a thousand years.—Revelation 20:6

Flying foxes (large Australian fruit bats) enjoy sweet, ripe plums and sometimes
feed by thelr hundreds In plum orchards at night. Of course, flying faxes are not
the only creatures that like plums. Birds also like plums and raid the orchards
during the day. Unless a farmer watches the orchard day and night, it can be
difficult to know what is stealing and damaging the fruit

The key to knowing what is robbing an orchard is %0 examine the evidenee
left behind. Parrots and other birds leave triangle: shaped cuts In the fruit. Flying
foxes leave spats on the ground. Spats are dime-sized, pressed-together bits of
frut fibre that flying foxes spit out after they’ve sucked out the juice.

Often, by the time a farmer exarmnines
what’s been left behind, it's too late. The
flying foxes have stripped the orchard
and gone away. Sadly, it will also be

too late for many who are deceived by
lies about the millennium. Satan has
Inspired the invention of many wild and
mixed-up stories about the millennium
that give people the mistaken Idea that
Jesus’s Secand Coming will actually be
a second chance for people to come to
Him and be saved,

Study Revelation 20 and
ather Saiptures about
the millennium and know
what the Bible teaches on
this impaortant subject.
Perhaps Jesus will use you
to help cthers learn the
truth and get ready for
when He comes again.

Tammie Burak and her family enjoy studying and
learning from God’s creation. You can contact her
&t tammie burakPpgmail.com or follow her blog at
www.craationcomerforkids blogspot.ca, AL luly 2015
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The INPACY team In Cochsans, Ontaste.

PEOPLE HAVE OFTEN SAID, “A PICTURE IS WORTH
ATHOUSAND WORDS! I would add to that saying,
“A good drama is worth a thousand pictures.” Having
said that, let me introduce you to IMPACT, a drama
ministry group founded at Burman University (formerdy
Canadian Uaiversicy Callege), which stands for Impossible
Made Possible At Christ’s Throne, IMPACT coasists of
Burman Uaiversity and Pazkview Advendst Academy
(PAA) students who have a passion to share Jesus using
art forms such as spoben drama, drama to music, praise
and worship, inerpretive dances, mimes, and personal
testimonies,

In these trying times we take the much-needed message
of love, accepmance, and hope to schools, campuses,
churches, and wherever we are invised, We also go on




mission wips where we share God's love through the
arws and provide serve to the physical needs of the
people in the community.

We recently partnered with STORM Co, (Service
To Others Really Matters) on a mission trip to northern
Onwario. We lefc Edmonton Inemational Aisport easly
Sunday morning, April 19, headed for Cochrane, Ont,
The town of Cochrane is about a nine-hour drive from
Toronto and is the home town of Tim Horton, the
founder of the much-loved coffee chain When we
arrived there we were met with blissering cold winds
and grey skies, but it did not dampen the spirit of the
cam to minister.

Upon arriving in Cochrane, we met with Alison
Down, the Adventist Bible worker/passor in Cochrane.
Her heart of eervice and passioa for Jesus was very evident
to all of us as we quickly became acquainted with her,
'We spent the first night there and then soak the Polar
Bear Express to the town of Moosonee. We stayed with
Jun and Pat, who housed us all and helped transport our
group around the city. We also met Luther, the Bible
worleer for Moosonee, who helped make sure we were
provided for and whose father, Frank, made sure we
never went hungry.

On the first day in Moosonee we went to an elder’s
home and pcesented a program for the youth. The next
day we travelled by helicopter to Moose Factory Island,
where we visited the elder'shome and hospisal We wured
the island and saw the fur companies after which the
island is named. Some of the team presented dramas
for the Moosonee radio swtion. The next day we went
to the only local grocery store and gave away free tracss,
boaks, hugs, and prayers to the customess.

'We soon had to say goodbye to Moosonec and ealee
the Polar Bear Express back to Cochrane. In Cochrane
we performed in the Inninew Friendship Centre on
Thursday and Friday aights, helped at the Cochrane
Polar Bear Habisat (home to polar bears Ganuk and
Inukshuk) by creating food bowls for the bears in the
shape of animals and other objects, We spoke live on the
Cochrane Christian radio ssation (CFCJ-FM), where
we shared some of our stories and dramas,

On Sabbath we led the main service at the Adventist
church, and on Sunday we were invited to lead the main
service at the Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church. It wasa
sad moment when we had to leave our new fiiends be-
hind in Oneario and return to Albersa,

This mission trip was eye-openingfor me and for
our team, as it helped us see the desperate need that lies
in Canada. It showed us how drastically a simple message,
song, or drama can change people’s lives and £ill them
with hope. The people in those cities, who have less
amenities than I do, are content with what they have
and ministered to us as much as we miniseerad to them.

>

A e =
The IMPACT teans perfoning o okt

I hope to go on more mission trips this upcoming year
asa result!

These axe just a few of the experiences we had on the
mission trip, but IMPACT is not limited to just mission
trips; during the school year we conduct programs on
campus and different events around Albersa. The team
mees weekly to worship, plan, and practdse, which wles
a lot of effort. We encourage our seam to write new
scripts and come up with fresh ideas, so we are constanrly
leamingand growing,

Ijoined IMPACT in February 2014, and it has left
asignificant impression on my life. It has helped me
underssand that sharing the gospel does not necessatily
have to be in the focm of 2 sermon, nor is it just a drama.
It is something thac we accomplish in our daily lives.
William Shaleespeare says in As Yon Like It, “All the
world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely
players; they have their exits and their entrances, and
one man in his time plays many parts.” What better
way to ceflect Christ than to live out what Chuist has
done in my life?

IMPACT has also helped me uncover my talents for
acting, script writing, and directing. I have also had the
opportunity to be a student leader in IMPACT, which
helped dcvelop my leadership skills. This has allowed
me to have more Gith in my abilities, develop the
characteristics of a team player and leader, and grow
a closer relationship with my Savior.

I'm excited for next year as IMPACT becomes
more linked with Campus Ministies. I look forward
to IMPACT having a stroager presence on campus, and
I'm sure Burman Univessity will be blessed bacause of
how God wotks through the team. I can hardly wait for
next year as it opens a new chaprer for Burman Uaiversity
and IMPACT. m

Joel John is a second-year Bilogy
major at Burman Universi'ty.

July 2015
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Bawvaiay and Elovdon Covfeam

Messenger: Where were you born? And
soll e abous your childbood.

Glendon Corkum: I grew upin asmall
villagr in Nova Scotia about 10 miles from
the Adantic Ocean, The house I lived in
had mry grandpacents living in one secton
along with my pareats, and my brotherin
another section, My grandfather went to
the Unised States to find employment.
While he was there, he came in consace
with che Seveath-day Adventise Church.
Our family was Baptist, but when he
introduced us to his newfound faith, all
but my father became Adventists,

@everiey Corhum: Ihad che privilege
of growing up on a farm in Michigaa. I
am a third generation Adventist on my
mother’s side. My father was nota bdicver

M: Where did you get your education?

G: At 17 Ileft home for Oshawa
Missionary College (now Kingsway
College), where I became grounded in
my faith, From there I went to Adantic
Union College and received a BA degree.
Ireceived a graduste degree fram Andrews
University, where I met my wife, For seven
summess I paid for mry schooling by selling
Chrisdan books. The fisst year I wavelled
by bicycle, During these summers my
celadonship with Christ grew much

July 2015

Messenger catches up with former

leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada. In this issue we talk
with Glendon and Beverley Corkum.

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer.

deeper, I praise God for a wondexful
educational syscem.

B: I spent nine years in a one-room
country school and then on to a local
high school. At Andrews I got a BAin
Elementary Education.

M: [Wbere and in what capacity did you
serve the church?

G: We began our ministry in Yarmouth,
N.S., in 1962. We then moved to New
Brunswick, where we pastored five
churches before going to Ceylon (Sri
Lanka) from 1967 to 1970. Rcrurning
from the mission field, we weat to
Ocwwa during the time the Benjamin
S¢. church and school were buile (1970-
1975). After a couple of years of home-
schooling our children, we decided to
start a school, Mabel Eastman taught at
the Ottawa Church School from 1919
to 1921, She married HM.S, Richards,
and the school was known as che H.M.S.
Richards School. Unfortunately, the
school elosed after che Richards moved
awayin 1922,

Our next service was in Windsor, Ont,
fram 1975 to 1979, and then we moved
back to the Maritimes as lay trainer,
evangelist ,and pastor (1979-1986). A
call from the West brought us to Calgary
fiom 1986 to 1991 and then to Seatde,
Wash,, from 1991 to 2001, Our next
assignment brought us back to the

Maritimes to pastor three churches,

'We ended our ministry in the Yarmouth
area, where we had ociginally begun our
church service,

B: I was involved in children’s ministry
and teaching in each district we served.

M: What broughe you the greatest joy in
youy ministry?

G: My greasest joy was winning souls to
Christ. I held many seminar serjes during
my years of ministry.

B: My greatest joy was knowing children
were in asafe Chrisdan environment, and
helping families and churches provide
their children with a personal experience
with God.

M Tell me about your family.

G &B: God hasblessed us greatly with
four children and nine grandchildren,

all of whom are faithful to God. Verlaine
Linrud (Dan) seaches school in the
Pordand, Ore,, area; LaVonna Bussey
(Barty) teaches piano in Oshawa, Ont.;
Anita Nunn (Mihe) is a ourse in Redding,
Calif,, and Alan Corkum lives in his own
apartment near Verlaine,

M Where ave yox o, and what are
you doing?

G &B: We are taking life easy in
Bridgewater, N.S., serving God where
needed, m




It is Sabbath morning on an unusually warm day in May. The sun shines brightly through
the tall, rectangular windows of the sanctuary, illuminating the brilliant cotion-white walls,
cathedral ceilings, and hues of spruce and hickory of the sanctuary. It is an inviting, joyful
space, which immediately lifis the mood of churchgoers as they trickle in for the main service.

She Madz 6t Diggerence

This is the vision that Muriel Weekes
had for her church. She wansed people
to walk into Apple Creek Seventh-day
Advendst Church in Markham, Ont., and
fecl uplifaed and cheecful. She wansed
her church, the house of the Lord, to be
inviting, warm, and hospisable—much
like Muriel Weekes, herself, was.

To everyone who knew ber, she was a
woman with a big heart and an open home.
She spent her entire life caring for others,
in her lifelong career as a nurse as well as
in her personal life. Well into her 80s,
after she had moved from her home and
into an assisted-living facility, she could
be counted on to welcome friends and
srangen alibe in for a glass of her favourise
beverage, “Mauby,’ a recipe that travelled
with her fram her native Bathados to
England and then to Canada. Muriel was
home-proud and loved being hostess: no
maover the place she called home, it was
sure to be neat, clean, and inviting, greeting
her guesss with the smells of goodies
baking in the oven and feasts bubbling

on the stovetop,

Muriel’s attiusde of sharing, giving, and
bospitality extended far beyond her home
into her church and community roles. For
many of her 20-plus years as a member

at Apple Creek Seventh-day Advendst
Church, she served as a deaconess, a
“prayer warrior, a choir member, and a
valunteer at che Adventist Community
Services Centre. Also, during these years
she continuously and generously supparsed
the church building by improving or
providing for the physical needs of the
church, She believed that God's house
should not—and would not—be negleazd
and that it should be a place where people
feel welcome and comforsable.

This was so impocwnt to Muriel that
she contaced the Ontario Confrrence and,
through its Planned Giving and Trust
Services department, arranged to leave
what lictle fimds she had to the church
she loved. True to her humble and giving
narure, she wld no one of her planned
gift. After her passing, asher family and

friends mourned their great loss, Muriel
surprised everyone yet again with the
greatness of her love, hospimality, and
support—with a bequest of $15,000 left
to Apple Creek Seventh-day Advendst
Church for the improvement of the chutch
building itself, in the way of new blinds
for the sancmary windows and an upgrade
to the reception area. Muriel may not
have been a woman with much money,
but she was a woman with a huge heare,
and she wanted more than anything to
share whar she had with her family,
friends, church, and community,

1t is a bright morning in May. Churcbgoers
trickle into the sanctuary of the Apple Crech
Seventh-day Adventist Church, and the
memory of Muriel Weskes shines brightly
thyough the open blinds and into the
welcoming bowse of the Lord they are
proud to call their church. m

Leah Keys writes from Courtice, Ontorio.
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A Better World volunteers receive

coveted Central Alberta I

Somali native and 2 high school student have led different

livesin Central Alberta, but they share one goal in common.

Zainab Mohamoud and Kelsey Olsen are leeen o help
children in East Africa. Both have partnered with A Bemser Wodd
Canada, a Central Alberta-based international development
ocrganizstion formed 25 years ago as part of Lacombe’s Callege
Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Mahamoud is overseeing a school project in northern Somalia,
while Olsen led her school club %0 raise money for a Kenyan
orphanage. Mohamoud grew up in Somalis, a country that saw
its central government overchrown in 1991 and underwent more
than two decades of ensuing civil war, She left for Ethiopia and
moved vo Canada in 1997. After beingin Toronto and Calgary,
Mohamoud atsended Red Deer College and was hired at the
Central Alberta Immigrant Women's Association. Mohamoud
felt fortunate to receive 2 higher education in Canada, becanse
backhome it's tough for girls to go o school.

“Girls get married very young, so itis not seen as a good
investment to send them to school,” said Mohamoud.

In May 2014 she began misingmoneyto build a Grade 1 to
8 school for girds and boys, Mohamoud sent a proposal vo A
Better World, which agreed so support it. So far, about $40,000
hasbeen raised, induding $10,000 from A Better World, People
can donate online through A Betrer World and receive a tax-
deducvble receipt,

She is eacited several Somali communities in North America
are investing in the project, including ones in Toronto, Ont.,
Columbus, Ohio, Minneapolis, Minn,, and Boston, Mass.
Mohamoud is also gramful for Central Alberta’s support.

“The money is really going to che people [in Somalia] who
needit. I want to see the Somali people have an opparrunity for
an education and 10 have a better future, not just mere survival”

She also tanghr immigrant women about breast cancer aware-
nessand helped organize Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation
fundraisers. Mohamoud left her job as breast cancer screening
project co-ordinasor at the end of March so shecan oversee the
project in Somalia,

Her dedication s immigrant women and Somali children
earned accalsdes among Central Alberta women, In March,
Soropdmist Inwernational of Cenaral Alberta awarded Mohamoud
the Ruby Award, given %0 a woman improving the lives of other
women and girs through her peafessional and /or volunteer work,

July2015
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Inimab Mohamoud (Joft) and Eslsoy Disom rocoived Soroptimist intermational of
Contral Alvarte swards in Mlards, in part bacauce of their velust s waek with &
Batier World Canada,

The Soroptimist chapter gave Olsen the Violet Richardson
Awnard, a recognition program for girls aged 14 o 17 who
volunteer in their schools or communities, Olsen, 17, belongs
v the Roary Inseract Club at Lacombe Composite High
School, sponsored by the local Rotary Club, In the last several
years, the club has raised money for a micro-loan projectin
Guatemala and an ABW school peoject in Haiti, As club presidem
for 2014/2015, Olsen lsd che club of 20 smideno o rise $2,000
for a waver well at an ABW-sponsored orphanage. Lacombe
Rotary Club agreed vo match che funds. Olsen also donated
$500 from the Soroptimist award.

“Helping out with all those projects makes you forget about
yourself, and it males me happier;” said the Grade 12 student.
*I have more gratitude for all the things that I have.”

The award also recogniasd Olsen for organizing summer
dance camps for girls, Olsen plans o talee registered aursing this
fall and later go on a tip with A Better World. She believes her
desire to volunteer comes from her parents, Greg and Debbie,
and three older brothers,

“It’s a huge honour to get the award,” Olsen said. “It malees

me want to help even more.” m

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is a freefance writer far newspapers.

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abweanada.org. € €




connected church

DYING TO SELF

| AM GOING TO TELL YOU A DEEP, DARK SECRET.
Something that ministers normally would not admit to anyone. If pastors revealed
this to some people, it could destroy their ministry.

There have been numerous times In my life that | have been spiritually dead. OK,
mayhe dead is too strong of 2 word. Let’s just say |'ve been in a spiritual coma before.

There have been times | didn't pick up the Blble for personal spiritual growth for
weeks. | would wince at the idea of getting on my knees to pray. 1 did a pretty good
job faking it. | was able to get by preaching Bible-based sermons and praying for
other peaple. Don't get me wrong: | loved God. But in my haste and busyness, |
neglected my own spiritual growth.

CAN YOU RELATE?

| thank God that every time | went through my desert experience, | was
drawn back to a personal time with Him. But | must admit, 1t didn’t come easlly.

| liken spiritual discipline to physical exercise. It takes only a few days of skipping
the gym before your hody begins to get soft. The lack of exercise has numercus
side effects, seen and unseen. This concept works simllarly In personal devotion.

| have a theary: A church is only as spiritually healthy as their pastor. In a
recent conversation, Pastor Royce Odiyar reminded me about what Ellen White
once said,"Our ministers need first to be converted to the truth themselves.
Then they can go forth everywhere, bearing the message of truth for this time™

Being converted on a dzily basis requires us to die to ourselves {see Gal. 2:20; Col.
3:3).This Is harder than It seems, because we are all selfish and self-consumed. And
yet, that is the journey.

MY PRAYER FOR YOU

Diear Father, You never give up on us, and for that we thank you.

The role of a pastor is so difficult. Every day we fail to live up to the
ideal. Some of us are running on empty. Others of us are running on
fumes. Gad, please restore our hearts. Fill cur hearts with love, jay,
and grace. May our hearts turn to you everyday. Give us clean hearts,
and may we return to you daily. Amen. m

Kumar Dixit is the pastor of Oakridge Adventist Church in Vancauver, B.C. He is the
author of Branded Faith: Contextualizing the Gospel ina Post-Secular World.
You can follow him on Twitter @kumardixit.
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My healing story

Wonrds by God —Romans 8:28, NIV

For the last five years my faith has been tested. | experienced many health problems
and trips ta the hospital with no resolve. When | was 15 years old, | was diagnosed with
a large symptomatic pineal gland cyst In my brain. It caused constant headaches that
would only worsen, full body pain, weakness, insomnia, fatique, nausea, seizures/tremors,
fevers and chills, vertigo, loss of consciousness, vision difficulties 2nd inability to read,
ameng many other symptoms, and, for the last year, a paralyzed left leg.

| had to drop out of school and was no longer able to velunteer or participate in
many of the things | loved to do. | never knew what the day would hold or If | would
have to adapt to mare new symptoms. The cyst continued to grow and put pressure on
the surrounding area in the centre of my brain. It was a challenge suddenly belng In a
wheelchair and unable to walk anymore. Many of the everyday things people take for
granted | had to rely on others for assistance. [t was difficult because there was nothing
the doctors or we could do to help the situation. All we could do was live in hope that
ane day God would heal me and take away my pain. [t was a long road and struggle to
find anyone who could help or perform the life-changing surgery | needed.

We were finally told that there was no one in Canada who could perform the surgery,
and so we began to prayerfully search outside the country for help. My mom discovered
many news articles of other Canadians seeking treatment in Texas znd finally found
the neurosurgeon’s name in a Houston paper. It did not take much time to get an
appointment with Dr. Kim, and within 2 month we were in Houstan, Tex., meeting with
Kim and his team. They looked at my MRIs and did the assessment and booked the
surgery for six weeks later.

I was so grateful that God had brought me to the right place In His timing with the
surgeon who had the best technique to remove the cyst. One of the first things you
notice abaut Dr. Kim is his heart. He really cares abaut his patients, and it shows in how
he treats others.

The surgery was not covered by Canadian healthcare, so we are fundraising the money
heeded for the procedure and recovery. When we went down, we did not yet have all
the money for surgery, so we had to walk in faith believing that God would provide our
needs even when It seemed impossible to us. | was admitted into the hospital early for
blood transfusions because my bload volume was 19 (normally, for my weight and size,
1t’s 45) and | had zero Iron storage in my bady, It was too low for surgery, 5o we prayed
and trusted that God would lock after everything. God had promised that He will be
with us no matter what. He had brought us this far and | knew that He did not bring us
here to simply tumn around and leave; He would carry us through because He is faithful
in all He does. God sent us many people to remind us that He was watching over us and
taking care of all our needs; Ged used hospital staff, new friends, and even strangers to
give the same message of hope. It was a huge blessing and gave us the assurance we
needed every step along the way.

God’s peace and presence was with us as | waited for surgery. It was a privilege and
blessing to know my family, friends, and many others were praying for me.

After surgery one of the first things | noticed was that the pressure in my head was
gone! It still amazes me how connected and intricate the human body is: a 2.6-centimetre
cyst could cause my entire two-page list of varlous symptems, and once it was removed,
almest all of my symptoms disappeared with the surgery. My headaches and the constant
pain and daily symptoms that could come without explanation ar warning were finally
gone! | did not know what to expect with my paralyzed leg or how long it would take to




finally be able to walk again. Days passed by and | still could not move it, but some of
the muscular structure was retumning to parts of my leg.

One night while | was sleeping, my mom hotlced that my toes beganto tap, and in
the morning she told me the exciting news. Each day we watched the changes of what
symptoms and improvements were happening in my bady, and the day | was able to
walk a couple of steps was & day of celebration and praise!

To this day, | am amazed by God’s incredible healing power and the people He
chooses to use to perform His miracles. | am so blessed and grateful to be able to
move inta the recavery pracess of resting and healing from the many years | suffered
with my health. Now | can have my life back and be able to step into a new season of
my relationship with God, family, and friends and all that my Father in heaven has in
store for me. It is a new journey of faith and walking forward into the plans God has
for my future one step at a time.

One of many lessons | have learned through this entire process Is that God works

in the details. His hand is in the people you meet—the nurses, doctors. In every way
He has already provided before we even ask, even when we don't know what to ask
for. God knows our hearts and His plans for us are good. Nothing we experlence {ha
matter how difficult the struggle) is ever wasted; we just need to trust His heart that
He loves us more than we can imagine and knows what's best for us. He has a purpose
in the craziness of life, even when we don’t understand how in the world He can create
something beauttful out of the mess: “[Our God] Is able to do Immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according ta His power” (Eph. 3:20, NIV). m

Be Blessed

Tia Lawrence is 20 years old She is a member of
the Comox Adventist Church on Vancouver Island.

Tia’s blog—refreshwithtia.com

with Tia

Watch “Write Your Story” by Francesca Battistelll
an YouTube: https:/fgoo.gl/RtHOBm

www.gofundme.com/helpTiaNow
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orAnalynn Bruce, the Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA) is very personal. It has prafoundly touched
her life spiritually, professionally, and romantically.

In 1994, Analynn was visiting friends in South Sudan, one
of whom was working for ADRA Sudan. Recreation options
were limited, and she volunteered with ADRA to pass the
time. She enjoyed the work and the peaple. She had grown
up as a Catholic In the Philippines, and this was her first
exposure 10 Adventists.

ADRA Sudan had just recruited an expatriate logistics
manager, but at the last minute he decided against taking
the position. Having seen Analynn's skills In organization
and ooordination, the eountry director offered her the job.

While working at ADRA Sudan, her friend Invited her to
the Adventist church. She found the servises and messages
Interesting and jolned a Bible study group to learn more. On
Oct. 7, 1995, Analynn was baptized in the Nile. Her mother,

a lifelong Catholic, saw positive changes in her daughter
and told her, "Whatever falth you are ascepting, stay with It,
because it is making you a better person”

After a few years, Analynn moved from Sudan to Kenya,
to support the ADRA programs in war-torn Somalia. Soon
afterward, Todd Bruce, a Canadlan, jolned the ADRA Somalia
fteam. As they worked through the challenging situation, they
grew closer. He proposed to her on a heavily guarded rooftop
a few minutes before she climbed into a vehicle with armed
guards to catch a plane. They marrled In 2003 In Nairobi,
Kenya, with the help of their colleagues.

July 2015

“Our ADRA friends took the lead In planning and ecordinating
the wedding, and we pretty much were responsible to only say
1 Do ADRA's Involvement In her conversion, romance, and
wedding knitted her heart ever closer to ADRA and to God

When the Asian tsunami overwhelmed Southeast Asia in
December 2004, they both aecepted calls %o join the response,
even with their infant daughter, Teresa, in tow.

In 2007, Todd accepted a position to lead a project In Laos.
Analynn was pregnant, and he planned %o be back In time for
the birth. Howevey, their daughter, Angela, arrived three weeks
early while Todd was still away. ADRA Thailand staff and their
families stepped up and took care of everything!

“ADRA has been there for my baptism, my wedding, and
the birth of my second daughter—It's very personall®

After moving to join Todd in Laos, Analynn learned that
ADRA Canada was looking for a Programs director. She got
the job and they moved back to his home eountry in 2011.

“| feel very blessed to be able to contribute toward
Iife- changing support %o people around the world. Working
for ADRA is very satisfying and personally rewarding in so
many ways. On top of the professional growth | have experlenced
with ADRA, the spiritual and personal rewards are prieeless.
1know that God has guided me all this way, with His perfect

timing" m
Heather Grbic is the church relations @

coordinator at ADRA Canada. A\ 14\

Canada

Phete is of Tedd and Asslyen Braca and their twe desghters, Taress, and Angala..
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To celebrate our 30th anniversary, starting July 17, ADRA Canada
will be sharing 30 days of stories of how we have impacted lives.
Join us in celebrating by sharing your story on Facebook, by emailing
stayintouch@adra.ca or by calling us!

20 Robert St W, Newcastle, ON L1B 1C6 | 1-B88-274-2372 | www.adra.ca




almost vegan

FOR THE PAST YEAR, Messenger readers
have enjoyed an introduction to “almost
vegan” cooking from Afia Donkor. As
she moves on to pursue other projects,
we thank her for starting us on this
journey, and now welcome Keith Chant
as our new culinary tour guide.

Farmers’
Market Salad

INGREDIENTS:
3 cups unaooked rotini
1 package Yves beef tenders
% cup lalian salad dressing
% cup yellow pepper
% cup red pepper
% cup red onlon

Ya cup celery lifelong vegetarian, | discovered two years ago that |
¥ cup carrots was allergic to dairy and eggs, which marked the start
1 cup tomatoes of our family’s transition to an ‘almost vegan® diet.

¥ cup radishes We have always enjoyed cooking, and the tiansition to vegan
Y2 cup cucumber scared us a little because vegan foods have had the reputation of
¥z cup fresh peas {raw) being bland and flavourless. So as we began adapting our recipes,
% cup black olives, cut In half we determined to make them appetizing and bieak the stereotypical
view of vegan dishes. Over the coming months we will discuss

INEERSETION &1 some of the tricks we use to make our cooking flavourful.

» Caok pasta to desired tendemess.

Drain and cool {do not rinse pasta), WHEN SUMMER ROLLS AROUND we enjoy visiting our local farmers’

« Cook beef tenders according to market and eating che resh produce we find there. The following is
package directions. Cool and then one of our favourite summer recipes, and we adjust it all season long
chop Intc smaller pleces. according to what produce is available. B

= Dice all vegetables and mix
everything together in large bowl. Keith Chant Is the IT Services manoger at the Seventh-day Adventist

= Pour salad dressing over and mix Chureh in Canado. Keith, along with his wife, Cheryl, ond son, Ben,
thoroughly. Ad|ust dressing and enjoy baking, cooking, and experimenting with flavours and recpes.
salt and pepper to taste. Chill.

M




VOAR—a comfort and a blessing

Ivin Falkenham is a famous Iocal dairy farmer just outside

Lunenberg, N.S. Born in 1923, Elvin witnessed all che
remarkable changes the 20® century brought o small-town
living, A bit of a character, Elvin said, “I was the youngest and
my father’s favourite, so I got many a ‘pounding’ from my older
brothers because of this.” In the 1930s Elvin started his dairy
career by peddling milk with a horse and wagoo. Years laser,
on the first day of spring in 1945, he married his sweetheart,
Matian, Today Elvin and Marian still call Lunenberg home.
Most of their children now get old-age pension.

A farmer his wholle life, Elvin has sat on the Dairy Bureau of
Canada and had a book published by the Lunenberg Heritage
Society, entded Please Pass the Bustev: Resollections of a Dasry
Farmier, The title, he said, was inspired by a sermon his Lutheran
pasear had preached. Elvin sent a copy of his boak to Billy Graham
and received a lovely levrer from Graham saying, “Thank you so
much for the book, but Thad to wait ages to read it, as everyone
in the office passed it around before it got so me.”

Elvin first tuned in to VO AR in Decamber 2014, A ladywho
cooks for the couple told him about the station, He has been
hoolsed ever since. The best part, says Elvin, is being able so
tune in during the night when he cannot sleep, and listen to the
wonderful programs and music. Elvin called with his second
donation to “support the wonderful work of you people in
Newfoundlandi® Both in their 90s aow, Elvin asked us to

remem ber him and Marian in prayer, as Marian is suffering
from a health challenge, We thank the fine folks of Bridgewaner,
N.S., for making VO AR Christian Family Radio available for
Elvin, Marian, and the coundess other residents tuning in %o
geta blessing, m

Sherry Griffn is station manoger at
Voice of Adventist Rodio (VOAR) in Newfoundland.

ONTHE
ROAD WITH

If you were to start reading a book andthen realize it
was about your entire life, would you read it to the end?
Why or why not?

Bec

ToriToppe: “No. if | raad to the end, | would feel obligated to live my life to the same ending as the
book If | don't read it, | &an at least keep up theillusion of having my own choiee.”

Jane Holmes: “Oh yes, | would. | know I'm a slow leamer, but God is an excellent teacher, and
He is patient with me. | look back on how He has led me over the years, and it amazes me....

I think the last chapter is always the best. Praise the Lord”"

Frank Unger: “No. My life is a journey and | enjoy being surprised by God at every turn. |
will get to the last page in due time, but for now | will enjoy the mystery of my unfolding

relationship with Jesus”®

Hana Holka: “1 would probably raad the chapters that F've lived sa | can reflect and learn and
try %o use good or bad experienees to do better or learn from my mistakes. But | wouldn’t read

theend”

AT THE RED DEER, SHERWOOD PARK, AND
COLLEGEHEIGHTS CHURCHES IN ALBERTA.

July 2015
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of this country.”

The mayor of Saguenay, Que., and his council
members were wrong to open their public meetings
with prayer. That was the message of a resent Supreme
Court of Canada 8CC) decision.! The regular public
prayer at the start of the council meetings, said the
court, clearly favoured one religious community:
Christians, and more specifically, the Roman Catholic
Church. The court was unanimous In its holding that
public officials ought not to favour one religion over
another.

Mr. Simonaau is an atheist living in Saguenay.
He regularly attends the public meetings and was
uncomfortable with the reciting of the prayer and
the making of the sign of the crass by the mayor and
coundil members after the prayey. He was also troubled
by the religious symbols (crucifix and Sacred Heart
statue) that were in the chamber. The mayor refused
Simonealss request to stop the practiee and remave
the symbols.

With the help of the mouvement faique québécois
{MLQ), a group that advocates for secularism in
government, Simoneau took his complaint to the

July 2015

*Living together in peace is
a testimony to the strength

Religious neutrality of the State: Yes, but ...

Quebec human rights commission. The commission
refused to investigate the religious symbols but was
of the view that the prayer was indeed discriminatory
and that there was sufficient evidence to submit to the
Quebec Human Rights Tribunal.

MLQ supported Simonaau’s application to the
tribunal. The tribunal granted the application, stating
that the prayer showed a preference for one religion
at the expense of others and breached the state’s
duty of neutrality. The city and mayor were ordered to
eease the recitation of the prayer, to temave all religious
symbols, and to pay $30,000 in compensatory and
punitive damages to Simoneau. The Quebec Court of
Appeal overtumed the tribunal’s decision. The Court of
Appeal sald the city’s actions were not in violation of
the religious neutrality of the state, because the prayer
was not identified with one particular religion and the
religious symbols were worls of art

The Supreme Court of Canada (SCC) rejected the
Court of Appeal's decision. Given that Justiee Gascon
is from Quebec, he got to write the decision. Gascon
noted that aver the years a legal prindple had developed:




namely, when it comes to religion, the state must be
neutral. The state must notinterfere in the area of
religion and beliefs. That means it should neither
favour nor hinder any belief or non-belief. And since
Canada is a free and democratic society, said Gascon,
it must encourage everyone, regardless of beliefs, to
participate freely in public life. That public space must
be neutral. There must be no coercion in matters of
spirituality. Every person’s freedom and dignity must
be protected, especially since Canada is a multicultural
society.

Justice Gaseon noted that state neutrality does
not mean that the state cannot celebrate its religious
heritage. However, it must notdo so in a way that
discriminates against other religious and non-religious
communities.

The mayor’s statements indicated that he (the
mayor) saw his use of prayer as a personal obligation
to maintain the faith of Christ. “I'm in this battle because

iworship Christ,” he said. “When i get to the hereafter,
i'm going to be able to be a little proud. I'll be able to
say to Him, I fought forYou; | even went to trial for You!
There’s no better argument. It’s extraordinary. 'm in this
fight because i worship Christ. i want to go to heaven,
and it is the most noble fight of my entire life.™

The mayor and his fellow councillors were of the
view that the city has just as much right as any other
citizen to claim religious freedom. The Supreme Court
disagreed: The state is to have no religious opinion; it
has no place in this sphere. It is to be neutral—plain
and simple. “The state, i should point out,” said Justice
Gascon, “does not have a freedom to believe or to
manifest a belief

The court’s reasoning will goa long way to ensure that
the religious as well as the non-religious are protected
from state interference in matters of conscience and
religion. That is a good thing. The last thing we want,
as people of faith, is to have the government enforcing
its own religion on us. We do not want the state to be
interfering with how we live our spiritual lives. It has
no business telling us what we ought to believe or how
weareto put those beliefs into practice. in matters of
conscience the state is to be impotent.

Mr. Simoneau had felt astraciaed at the council
meetings in Saguenay. The council members would

enter the chamber and then pray. The meeting would
begin two minutes after the prayer. This was seen as a
compromise for those who did not want to be present
for the prayer; they could wait outside until the prayer
was over. When the prayer would end, the non-religious
would enter the chamber for the meeting to begin. The
problem, of course, was that it made the non-religious
feel they were “outed”for their conscience. Their lack of
agreement with the prayers were on public display. it
“resulted in a distinction, exclusion, and preference
based on religion—that is, based on Mr. Simoneau’s
atheismy” turning “the meetings into a preferential space
for people with theistic beliefs

The principle of religious neutralityis agood one.
However, it is still something that must be monitored
witha cautious eye. i am concerned that it could be
used to argue that any state recognition of a religious
community, a religious institution, orreligious individual
could be in violation of this principle. in other words, i
would not want people to come to see the principle as
requiring a strict separation of church and state—I
argue that there can never be a strict separation. For
example, ministers of religion perform marriages in
Canada. When they do so, they do it as agents of the
state. The Supreme Court has said that ministers of
religion are not forced to perform weddings that they
deem to be against their religious beliefs.> Would it
not be ironic if religious neutrality came to require
ministers of religion to officiate against their conscience?

Or consider religious schoals. Most Christian
elementary schaals, secondary schools, and universities
issue diplomas and degrees recognized by the state.
Would it not be an injustice if this principle of state
neutrality were to be applied in such a way that private
educational institutions could issue state-recognized
diplomas only if they maintained the secular beliefs
of the state, thus having to pay for state recognition
by compromising or paying with their beliefs?

Of course, i may be worrying unnecessarily. But
given the arguments being used recently in such cases
as Trinity Western University’s, | cannot but be wary. m

Barry W. Bussey™is Director of Legal Affairs at the
Canadian Council of Christian Charities (CCCC).
You can read his blog at www.lawandreligion.ca.

1 Mauvement laique québécais v. Saguenay (Gty), 2015 SCC 16:Supreme Court of Canada, judgement given by Gascan J, 15 April 2015,

http://sce-csclexmm.com/sc-csc/sce-csc/en/mem/15288/index.do.
Para.116.
Para. 119.
Para.120.

b wWwN

*The ideas, opinions, condusions, and all other content expressed in this article do not nesessarily reflect the views of CCCC.

Reference re Same-Sex Marriage, [2004] 3 S.C.R. 698, 2004 SCC 79, at para. S8.
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Nel bolding s varlety of GLOW tracts i front of Yola® Caribbean Veggle Caisine.

Mel had wasted no time in
putting into action a plan to
share his faith with others
through GLOW, and because
he did, a young womans life
had already been touched.

July 2015

twas Sarurday nighs, and Afia, feeling hungry, decided
to stop at a cestaurant called Yola's Caribbean Veggie
Cuisine. Mel, the man at the cashier, sook herorder,
then went to the back of the store, A few minutes later
he cetumed with her food. As he handed it to her, he
looked at her as if trying to remember something. He then said,
“Have you been hese befare?™ She responded that she had vissted
before, though only a few times. Still looking carefully at her
he asked, “Are you a lawyer?”

Suddenly, samething dawned on Afia, and raising her eyebrows,
she said, “Yes. Were you at church this moming?® It was a scange
and seemingly off -sopic question, but as Afia spola: these words,
she and Mel began to laugh. In that moment they both realized
that Mel had recognized Afia as that morning’s speaker at his
church, where she had walleed with the congregation about GLOW.

GLOW, which stands for Giving Light to Our Wozld, isa
ministry initiative geared for ocdinary people, young or old, that
invalves the use of tracts on various topics from addictions to God
and suffering. That morning Afia had spoleen about several ways
members could use GLOW to share their faith in everyday life
—anydme, anywhere.

Stilllaughing, Mel motioned to Afia to follow him and led
her soward the ladies’ washroom. “There was a young lady just
here,” he said. “She went to the washroom and when she came
out she said, ‘Mel, where didyou get these?” She had inherband
several caces.” With a deligheed smile Mel explained that afser
getting nine pachs of tracts from the GLOW team that maming,
he had put one of each in the women's washroom, and the lady
was so interested that she took them all,

Mel then pointed to a table to the stde on which hehadlaid
the nine packs of aces, explaining thac he was pachaging them
into paclaces of nine to put on all the tables in the restaurant so
that people who came to eat would have tracss to take with them.

Overjoyed at this news, Afia gave Mel 2 hug. When she said
goodbye and wallsd out of the store, she left praising God, Mel
had wasted no time in puttinginto action a plan to share his
faith with others thiough GLOW, and because he did, a young
woman's life had already been touched.

Jesus once said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent
Me and to accomplish His work” (John 4:34, NASB), God’s
work was Jesus' job description. To us who strive to live like
Jesus, it should be ours as well. The work God has given us,
the opportunities Hehas opened before us, are tools that can
be transformed into powerful methods of outreach that will
bring glory to Him and the good news of His love to those
around us. God, therefor, calls on us to getareative and to
use the opportunities Hehas granesd to give Him glory and
to share Hislove with others, just as Meldid. m

Lifestyle Canada Education Service (LCES), a charlty omgantzed to better fulfill
the mandates of the literature ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
across Canada. If your Ife has been Impacted by the llterature ministry,
please contact us at marl@lfestylecanadang. We want to hear your story.
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Finding a Pattern for Prayer

Whenever it was time for the season of prayer,
1was always overcome by a sense of fear.

cowing up as a child in my lirde home church, I emember

often attending Wednesday night prayer mectings.

‘Whenever it was time for the season of prayer, I was
always avercome by a sense of fear, Fear, not becanse I didn’t
have the desire to pray, but because I was not sure of what to say
or if what I said would actually be meaningful Afver leaving many
of the meetings with the deire to have prayed but not having
actually prayed—and thus feeling fruserased with mryself —the
followingthoughtcame to me: Lisien to bow others, induding
my dad, pray, and see if a pattern emerges in their prayerz. The
idea was to follow that pasern. However, this ewercise became
tedious, as I could not discern a consistent pattern in the prayers
I beasd,

How many of our people, including our youth, attend church
regularty but have a similar experience when it comes to praying?
Chances are, if they can discover a patvern for praying, they would
have an easier time formulating and expressing their thoughts
when praying acoording to that pamern, Thankfully, the Scriptures

have parrerns for praying, such asin Daniel 9 and Nehemiah 1.
Letuslookat Nehemiah's emample:

Firstly, Nehemiah acknowledged God's greamess. Despive
the advemsities that were facing Nehemiah and his people in
Jecusalemn, he beginshis prayer by acknowledging God's greatness,
In doing so he declares the Sovereignty of God: “Lord God of
heaven,” Then he speaks of His holiness: O great and awesame
God,’ followed by a description of His faithfulness: “You who
leepyour cavenant andmercy” (verse S).

Secondly, the prayer includes a confession of sins (vesses 6,
7); thirdly, a remembrance of God's promises (verses 8, 9).
Finally, Nehemiah petitions God for His help (verse 11), It is
significant that Nehemiah lays a petition before the throne of
God only after first declaring the majesty of God and His ward.
Is there a patezmn in this for us? B

Eustace Willioms is the director of personal ministries
ond School of Evangelism for the Ontario Conference.
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To suggest an app for review,
emall messenger@adventist.ca.
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Native School.

espite 20 centimenres of new and unexpecsed

snow, the mood in the paclesd gym of Mamawi

Atosketan Native School (MANS) on April 25
was upbeat. Supporuers joined SDACC president, Mack
Johnson, and vice-president/director of Education,
Dennis Marshall, for a hissoric Milestone Celebration.
There was much to celebrate, but the tone was spiritual,
People came to reflecy, to thank, and to mark Ged's
leading at Canada’s only mission school and the North
American Division's (NAD) newest senior academy,

This year, MANS celebrases 12 years at its location
on aunferena-—~owned land fivekilom ewres from Maskwacis
(formerly Hobbema), its new senior academy status,
and MANS's first Grade 12 graduating class, While all
this success could have taken the open house theme in
several directions, seaff decided to model the biblical
principle of expressing thanks to God and to those who
shared His blescingg, “Hats Off to You" celebrated and
thanked cegular Adventist church members for laying
the school’s strong foundation.

The different ways that indivi'duals contributed—
donations of time, salent, and ceasure—became the
focus of heartfelt acknowledgements from students,
teachers, and Alberta Conference leaders. Ken Wiebe,
Alberea Conference president, specifically ehanked the
approximately 98 indi'viduals who put their backs as
well as their hearts into the project by helping with

the construction.

SOAACS President Comes Home
%o the Leading Edge

For Johnson, president of the Seventh-day Adventist
Chuich in Canada (SDACC), it was a homecoming as
well as an opportunity to show support for Canada’s
leading-edge approach to wansforming First Nations
communities, The North American Division’s (NAD)
other First Nattons school, Holbrook in Arizona, uses
a residential school model—something that carriesa

Almost 30 years ago First Nations convert £d Dejarlais wrote in the Canadian
Adventist Messenger of his vision fora community of First Nations Adventists.
He called for partners and donations to help build a centre where the truth
could heal and transform the lives of others as it had transformed his,

Ed’'s dream was t he beginning of something big—something that is
transforming the lives of First Nations families with hope: Mamawi Atosketan

dazk history in Canada and which modern First Nations
parenss in Canada would never subscribe to.

“I think that thisisa tremendously important part
of whatwe're doing,” said Johnson, who, alongwith his
wife, Becky, choose Maskwacis as their home church in
2008 when Johnson became presi‘dent of the Alberta
Conference, and have been members ever since.

“I grew upin a church thar was locared in a communiry
surrunded by ceserves;” says Johnson, “I deeply appreciared
their set of values, the way that they came at [ife, and the
way they attempted to make the best out of cirumsmances
that were, in some cases, not so good.

“We as individials need to be supporting the work
among the First Natioas. We aced to be actively, setiously
contemplating how we will speak to that great reservoir
of spirituality that exists within the culture of the First
Nations, and ealk with them about Jesus and how to live
between the weelaends in a way that is workable and will
bring gloryto God."

Glory in the everyday
MANSisa “berween-the-weekends” answer Johnson
sees as critical to connecting with First Nations and their
spiritual inclinations—a “sermon in shoes.” Studenw
were not shy about expressing their appeadation,
Medallions beaded by Grade 10 student Krista Abr,
a student at MANS since Grade 1, were presented to
the allowingind ividuals: developer/contractor Alfred
Breidkreuz and building developer/conmractor Ken Taylor
for “Time Invested”; Sandra Kiehlbach Toms, who was
the founding teacher/principal of the school at its first
location on the resexve in 1985, for “Talent Invested”;
and Eltabeth Tym as repcescnmirive of dereased founding
donor Mary Krysowaty, for “ Treasure Invested.”
Studenws presensed customized MANS mugs
packaged with cookies made by Grade 2 and 3 students
to those who contributed labour or cash to construct
the present building, Handmade thank-you cards were

{Photy, Iaft) Paseat Livinla Potts applsuds the school’s valies, which align well with her own. As pregram coonlimster fer the Samson Band with » spedal interest in helping
to heal sidelined women, Livinia vallues the MANS esviromnent and staff that identified her daughters leadership ability early ou. “ity mem says she's really provrd of what
T delmg,” =xys 17-year old Bblesin, whe worked slongside Basman Usiversity students for thres Rammners putting sn VRS ot reserves In Western Canada,
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The teapes at MANTS iistinctive swrirance was designesd and walded by
Frank Corlis Gore donated m eta L Fran k and Kon Taylor inctallod the feshsre

in 50-0elow weath er an the dey of the schodls Jamary 2008 opering.

tanbess of AN St enaial sign Llnguage gug, Total Praise,  Labow vohasteass Pat ad Victar Latecki returned to MANS for the Brapden Dmeasoo-Steinhaues, accctant divector of NANSS

happly and cwbdemty poform at the Wietane Celebration.  Westase Celebration, “Wehad agre ot expesten ce,” says ict or.

Photo:Kelly Oreger

el siom language group, Total Praise,

“Tou filled the anditrhe to svesflowing—ver) precsive”

displayed on tables, One Grade 5 student wrote, “Thank
you for helping me have a safe place t go %0 school.
Thank you for building our schoal, We love our school.
We all love you for making our school.”

Big Changes for Brayden

The change in the life of Brayden Omeasoo-Seeinhauer
shows the effsct of MANS's “sermoa in shoes” Ris Grade
6 e acher, Cheri Notice, an accomplished American
Sign Language artist, uses this medium to seach music
and powerful spiritual lessons o her smudents. Bmyden’s
young sisser had recently been killed, and as Bayden
struggled with his emotions while signing “I Know
ThatI Can Malke It," Notice realized something deep
was happening for him.

Brayden has emerged as a supesior talent. Heisa youth
who, at 14, hasa capacity for derermination and a will
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to help others that no one would have suspscwd, Now
assissant direcvor of MANS's musical sign language
group, Total Praise, he grows daily in his coafidence as
aleader who wants to encourage and help others. When
Notice shared Young Peacemaleers, the First Nations
Bible curriculum, with her class, Brayden was among
those who responded vo theinvitation to become a
“Peacemaleer®—no small commitmenton a ceserve
divided by gang violence. Brayden's family supports
his new direction and his ambition to attend Burman
University and to become a teacher or lawyer.

The Home-School Connection:
Sharing and Reinforcing the Good

Thiough the simple but powerful ssories of the Bible,
parents are also reached as children share what they're

learning,




“They're such willing missionaries!® Gail Wilson,
principal, says of MANS students, “It’s natursl for them
to share.® She relates an example of the long-term power
of families sharing their expetiences and what they are
leaming at MANS about the Bible: A father with a
rough history recenty enrolled his daughserin Grade 1.
“My grandmother was a godly woman,” he told Wilton,
“and she told me the Bible svories. That's what got me
though alot of sough times, and I want my daughter to
learn those stories too.”

Hope: The Common Denominator

Whether it’s Brayden the conducsor or Kriswa the
buddingentreprenenr/artist, there is a common thread
when chey salk about MANS: They want a good turure,
and Mamawi Asoskisn gives them hope. For them,
MANS isa manifessation of God's goodwill expressed
in Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans that T have for
you...so give you a future and a hope® (NASB).

New Growth and Friends in the Community

Even before the NAD recommended expanding the
school in its post-accreditation visit report, Calgary
contracsoc William Piessanti designed and built a two-
room addition to accommodate the rising class of 2015.
He was touched by the ssocy he had heard ar campmeeting
of MAN'S students who, fearing the harsh realities of
their high school options, had asleed to be failed at the end
of Grade 9! They did not want to leave the school that
had shielded them from gang violence and impressment
and allowed them to focus on their studies,

About the time Piersanti swartsd addition canstruction
in 2013, Camrose Rorarian Ron Grue heard a presensation
on MANS’s high school grawth aspirarions and saw some
of its students perform. He was impressed and curned
up at the schoal a few days later.

The Rotarian found Piersanti and Steven Van
Rensberglabouring on the addition. Having managed
several Rotary building projects overseas, Grue immadisty
knew he had found kindred spirits, Over the next weeks,
Grue watched and interacred with staff and students
on a day-s0-day basis, He firmly believes that MANS
is giving First Nations kids areal hand up and makinga
fundamentsl change. He has become a staunch sapporter
of MANS in thelocal business community,

Broad Chuvch Support: ASi, NAD, SDAGC

As the need for a new building was affirmed by the NAD,
the Abarta Confurenae applied to Adventist Iay Services
Industries (ASI) for help so further expand MANS' high
school. Though it is unusual for ASI to fund a first-time
application, MAN'S was one of the projects selected from
over 300 applications. The NAD Sewardship Deparanent
has designamed MANS asa 2015 invesament project—
something that can only happen for North American
prujects once every five years.

To send a clear message of support 5o MANS's
ground-breakinggraduates, the SDACC provided
$1,000-scholarships for Burman Univessity to each
2015 grad. The gestre deeply touched the parents
of the graduates,

Change, One Ripple ataTime

When aslwd whar he would say to people who wonder
whether Adventist education can male a difference in

a tough environment, SDACC vice-president Dennis
Marshall smiled, “Well, simply invite them to Mamawi,”
he declared with a chuckle, “They will see the difference.”

“The studeats are so welcoming,’ said Marshall,
recalling his visit with the NAD accreds'ting veam. “Very
hospimble,” he addsd. “They are willing so tahe you to
their different classes, they are willing to speak with you,
and they are very polise. I really believe that the school
is doing a wonderful job."

As the aowd melted away from the Milessone
Celebration after sharing a meal, Tams, who first
established the Adventist education presence on the
reserve, rflacted on the afternoon, She was assonished
at the mission school’s zansformation from a small
lean-10 on a church with 17 studenws cowdad cheek-
to-jowl, into a complete Kindergarten to Grade 12
facility that turns away dozens of students each fall.

“Our litde drop in the bucket sometimes doesn’t
seem very impormant,” said Toms. “But,” she continued
with an air of new understanding, “when everyone
puts their own litde marble in, pretey soon you've got
something amazing!

“That’s pretty powerful.” m

Lynn McDowel, Director of Planned
Giving/Philenthrapy; continues to be omazed
at the ehanges in students she’s observed.

Hork Johinsnn and MANS std errt Erista Abt, bondwark nrtist, prosamt: Elbeabath Tym with = bruiwark
radion ceutsd by Krista. Tha stadents and canforanc withed te rvcogriize Eizbetivs rele as

parsenal representative in fulfiling the wihas of founding donor Mary Gyowsty.
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Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Chiist and pre pare students for His service.

LYDIA SOLA, commun’ications assisant,
has been a part of the Kingsway family
since August of 2014, Born in northern
Ireland, Lydia metherhusband, Eduardo,
of Brazil, while studyingin Europe, They
moved to Canada from the Netherlands
just after they got married so Eduardo
could pursue his graduate sdies in music
atthe University of Toronso. They began
attending the Brazilian Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Toronto, where they
heard about Kingsway College through
church members.

They eventually met Roberto and
Fabiane Campos, who isthe Student
‘Work supervisor at Kingsway. The
Campos family opened up their home
to Lydia and Eduardo, offering their
basement if they would ever be in need
of somewhere to stay, Lydia and Edunardo
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Lyvin and Eduneds Seli

made the decision v move so Oshawa,
taking Roberto and Fabiane up on their
offer. “They treated us like their own
family, and we feel blessed 10 have such
wonderful, selfless, and kind people in
our lives;” says Lydia,

Lydia found €ull-time wark going
door-vo-door looking for donors for
Sick Kids Hospital and the Red Crass,
and then at Tim Hortons with Fabiane’s
daugheer, Stephanie. Wanting o get back
into her field of study, design, she began
looking for a new oppartunity, The
Communications Assistant position
opened up at Kingsway, and Lydia was
hired. She has been anincredible asset 5o
the Enralment/Development department
in the shore time she has been here. Prior
to gerding married, Lydia worked asa
designer for the Ssanborough Press, the

Seventh-day Adventist publishing house
in England. "I count myself blessed so be
workinginmy field, as well as working
for the church again.®

In Ireland, there isa very small
community of Adventists, and there is
only one elementary-level Adventist
school in the whole country. There is
an Adventist boarding high schoolin
England (Stanborough School), but
Lydia did not lanow about it until she was
past high schoal age. All of Lydia’s church
friends atvended public schools. At the
time, all schools were either Protestant or
Catholic, so there was always a religious
aspect to their assemblies, such as singing
Christian songs. However, Lydia still felt
she did not have much in common with
her classmares. “ was very different ffom
my schoolmates in my values and opinions,
and neverhad much in common with
them. It was dificult vo make good
friends.” However, studying in a public
school saengthened Lydia's relationship
with God. He was her friend during her
time there; she kept a Bible verse in her
pocket that she would read to remind
herself that she was really not alone, She
wishes that she had the opporainityto
atsend an Adventist high school, After
expedencing the evironment of Kingsway,
Lydiabelieves that she would have dhrived
here. “Advendst education gives your child
the best opporuniry to thrive, to be happy,
and 1o feel accepond for who they are. To
be sure, sin and tempwations are a part of
our decayed world no martver where we
are, but I believe that here there is a
higher possibility that children can find
peers and teachers who will accept and
aurture their relationship with Christ,”

Iydia is committed so Advendist
education becanse the world is getting
worse by the minuse and the tempearions
that youngpeople face naw are much more
insense than the ones we experienced in
our youth, Adventist education allows
our young people to learn and growina
safe environment, eliminating some of the
distracvions and cares of the world and

ultimately guiding them to the cross. m

Chistina L ister is the development
coordinator at K ngsway College

If you are Imterested in Adventist Christlan education at Kingsway College comtact the enmiment office at ad missions@kingswaycollege.onka.




y joumey Into Seventh-day Adventist

education started my first yaar of high school,

in Septerber 2013. | had been ina private
school from Kindergarten through Grade 8. The school
proviied an excellent Christian education and taught
some amazing Christian values, but it was not an
Adventist school and | often didn't agree on everything
theologically. When | graduated from junior high, | wasn't
really sure where %o attend high school. | had the optian
to attend public high school or another private Christian
school, but neither of those options impressed me as
being beneficial to my spiritual journey.

My first choise was to attend a Seventh-day Adventist
school. However, there were no Seventh-day Adventist
high schools close to home, and | did not like the option
of going to a boarding school. Unbeknownst to me, my
mom had been researching different school options,
and she presented the idea of an e-school called Prairie
Adventist Christian e-School (PACeS) to me.

PACeS actually turned out to be benefiicial in many
more ways than | Initially expected. One aspect was
the freedom it gave me. My family travels quite a bit
throughout the year. Whether the travel is for business
or pleasure, alt | have to do Is make sure we havea
good Internet connection, and | am inschool.

Most of my teachers are In Canada; | have had
teachers in British Columbia, Albesta, Ontario, and New
Brunswick. This year my math teacher was teaching
from Japan for mostofthe year. | suppose he did not
mind working night shift, because that is when he

education

PACeS actually turned out to be
beneficialin many more ways
than linitially expected.

taught us! So this school also provides cross-sountry
and international flavours.

Allmy classes aie live. i can see and hear my teachers,
and they can see and hear me— just as if we were in a
brick-and-mortar school. Just as we do in regular high
school, | listen to the teachers teach or lecture, ask
questions, and interact with my friends in class—yet all
from the eomfoit of my home. The class siaes are small,
which leads to a much more intimate environment.
The teachers are always available to answer questions
either online or through email and phone. They have
always been available to answer all my questions.

One of the most wonderful experienees of PACeS
Is the constant immersion in a Seventh-day Adventist
Christian environment. The teachers uphold high
Christian values, and these are passed on in the
classroom experience to us. We start class with prayer,
which helps us %o remember to focus our minds on
Jesus.

i am completing Grade 10 this June and plan to
continue with PACeS untll i graduate from Grade 12.
1am conf'klent that my decision %o start and continue
with PACeS was a good one. | would resommend It
to high school age students who are looking for a fun,
flexible, interactive, and positive Seventh-day Adventist
school experience. m

Koty n Satedmayer is cunrently finishing up her
sesond year with PACeS. She plans on attending
a Seventh-day Adven tist u niversity in t he future.
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“There is such diversity here, so many
different people. ... There is just so
much going on for a smaller school”

Jasmine Welch, of Parkview Adventist Academy’s Class of 2015,
has made a signiimnt positive impression in a shorttime. Her
campus involvement in her one year here has helped her experience
a level of community life she had noc known prior to PAA.

In 2013 Jasmine's parents, Rosemarie and Derrick Welch,
accepted a call to work in the Alberta Conference, As the family
moved from Victoria, B.C., to Lacombe, Alss., Jasmine went
direcdy to a boarding academy in the United States, not really
having the chance to get acquainted with her new home in
Albersa, T had never even been to where Ilived,” she admits,
®It was bard to come home to Alberta and notknowanybody.”

‘Wanting to explore the local opdion for Adventist education,
Jasmine joined the prospective students at PAA Days 2014, After
an exciting inroducton to campus life, she still doubaed whedher
she would fit in, Jasmine then began working at Foothills Camp.
“[ There] I reconnecved with old friends and met some other
really good ones, and they were all excited at the possibility that
I could come to PAA" says Jasmine.

At the successful condusi'on of her senior year at PAA, Jasmine
is glad she chose to stay in Albxrea. “It’s hard starting out,” she says,
“especially for my personality, just becanse I’m the kind of person
whom [people] salee a while to get to know, ...and I sake a long
time to malee friends, It can be hard to go to a new school, but here
I've seen that once you get to know everyone, they're ceally nice,”

Thinking of her experience this year, Jasmine lists some of her
favourite aspects of PAA’s enviranment: “There is such diversity
here, so many different people. The trachers are really great. Ms.
Bishop, PAA's principal, is just awesome. There is just so much
goingon fora smaller school”

Jasmine bas enjoyed a wide variety of school activities, She
joined the PAA Panthers in both volleyball and basletball and
was able to participase in two of this year's big urmnaments, even
though one was in coaflice with her semester finals and diploma
exams. “Ms. Bishop arranged it so I could leave righe afeer the
test and still make it for the games.” Jasmine felt she belonged
at PAA as one of the team, She says, I felt like I was really
contributing and part of it all.®
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Playing sports creased for her some deep and meaningful
connections with her teammates, but it wasn’t until she took
partin PAA's Beliae mission mrip that Jasmine feleshe really came
out of her shell. “I'would never have expactad to become friends
with some of the students who weat on the trip, but missioa trips
are cool because secing people outside of the school environment
helps you to see them for who they really are.” Jasmine and her
younger sister, Kiara, both went along with their parents. From
the heavy physical labour of the worksite to the Vacadon Bible
School program planned by Mrs. Welch, Jasmine was happy to
share it all with her new friends,

For her worship talk, Jasmine recounted an experience about
howher contact lenses had irritated her eyes, Living without the
contect lenses, howeves had lefcher nearsighted. She used this
asan illustrarion to encourage her peers to see how nearsigheed
we all are when it comes to planning our lives without faich.
“God doesn't give you the full picrure, but with Him, you can
see everything in His plan,”

It was definisely part of God's plan to have Jasmine attend
PAA, where she has blessed her classmates, her seachers, and the
entire community. Her life demonstrates how one person can
make a difference and confirms that Adventist education is
where that person can prepare to serve. B

Kotelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations
at Porkview Adverist Aeod emy.
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news feature

Evangelistic Series in Ottawa
Triggers a Synergy of Churches,
Members for Mission

“THERE WILL BE NO MORE TEARS IN HEAVEN,”
reminded Pastor Chris Holland, speaker/director of the
It Is Written Canada television ministry, to his audience
at the Nepean Sportsplex Auditorium in the closing
message of the Discover Hope evangelistic series in
Ottawa on Saturday, May 30.

Implied in Holland’s statement is the fact that until
we get to heaven, tears will be the bread and butter of
our human experience. But while tears usually denote
deep emotien, they are not necessarily a sign of turmoil
or distress. Indeed, on closing day there were tears in the
candidates’ (and their relatives’) eyes as they surrendered
their hearts and sealed their decisions for lesus in the
baptismal pool.

The baptismal ceremony, which took place in the
shallow end of the Olympic pool of the Nepean
Sportsplex complex, was streamed live from the
pool to the audience following it on big screens
up in the main auditorium of the venue. Pastors
and members in the area hope that the 17
newly baptlzed converts are nothing but
the firstfruits of a more abundant harvest
to be reaped after a follow-up plan is
implemented and additional outreach
activities are introduced by this fall.

22 July 2015 Af I Carls Boliand, sponkor/irecter of It Is Writteon Canndu.




The series, which ran from May 22
to 30 at the city venue in weseern
Ouawa, was launched afrer weeks
of intensive geographically argcted
advertising through the mail, door-
to-door flyer diswribution, billboards,
bus signs, radio ads, and personally
deliveredinvitations. On the first
weelend, members and visitors
enjoyed not only the pceaching

of the Word, which provided a
contemporary view on ald-time
prophedes, but also inspirational
music by Winnipeg-based singer
and ADRA ambassador Christine
Wollmann, This was just a sample

ofwhat was to come, as numerous

approaching mission in the nation’s
capital,

“This was not the end; this was
just the beginning,” stressed Pastor
Joseph Duchesne, secretary of the
Eastern Onario Miniseedum, which
groups a dozen pastors from the
Onawa Valley o the very border of
the province of Q uebec. “Itis a flame
we pastors and members need to calee
up and definitely carry forward.”

Back in the baptismal pool, tears
were once again patt of the emotions
felt not only by candidates but also
by their privileged few relativesand
close friends, just a few fect away,

who witnessed the new members

local salents used their musical rise up from the baptismal waters
gifes for inspirational singing and %0 a newlife in Christ.
i “This was one of the most
For the speaker of the series, - powerful and moving experiences
whose evening messages were Pastr limas Paseyy) baptizing sow eiamber, Vitheria Doraon. of mylife” said Zara Phillips,

simultaneously inserpreted into French by voluneeer bilingual
members, a highlight of the Discover Hope initiative was
undoubtedly seeing all the churches in Ottawa and their pastors
coming sogether in unity.

“The churches came together in prayer. The churches came
together in work,” said Holland. “The early church experienced
explosi've growth ooly in unity, and that kind of unity was
experienced in our days together.”

According »0 Manuel Donoso, pastor of the local Nepean
Seventh-day Adventist Church, just a few minutes away fram
the venue, the best thing thathappened was to bring the churches
to wark sogether as a team, “This is something I had never seen
before in the area,” he said.

The chair of the Steering Commitese for the series, Pastor
Orlando Pule, agreed. “The meaning of synergy—that the whole
being greater than the simple sum of its parts—has been very true
in our case,” said Pule. “As a region, we were able %o accomplish
more together than if we had tried to reach the city on ourown,”

Overall, there is a growing sense that this series could be a
launching pad for increasing God's kingdom in eastern Onserio,

"Momentum isa great thing,” said Pule, “I believe the folks
in the area have responded well 0 working together as a region,
and we have to keep the region engaged and focused on soul
winning,”

Pastor Holland also believes that the series could be a defining
moment for spreading the message of the gospel in Ottawa.

“If the churches continue on a path of unity and comprehensive
cvangelism, they will truly succeed in reachingthe masses,” said
Holland. “God has smiled [during the series], and He is calling
upon us to continually lean on Him and see His amazing grace
aansform Ottawa.”

On the other hand, local church members and pastors are
convinced the special week of meetings was never meant to
mark a climax in regional evangelism but just a renewed way of

mother of two of the younggst candidaves. “I definitely sensed
the presence of the Holy Spirit, and looking at all the faces, it
was clear that all candidates were filled with joy.”

Her eldest son, 12-year-old Samuel, seemed so agree. “I felt
really happy and proud that I made the right decision,” he said
with a broad smile.

In an evaluation follow-up mecting with regional pastors,
Jalaow Bibulovic, Onsario Conference Evangelism and Church
Growth director, encouraged pastors and biblical inscrucsors to
lecep workingwith a focus on soul winning,

“Pasvocs, make sure your Sabbath services are open to visivoss;”
said Bibulovic, “As you preach every Sabbath, lacep focused on
evangelism.”

Additional plans for the next few months in the area include
an inaeased presence in the community, personal invisdoas so
Bible studies, evangelistic reaping miniseries at various churches
in the area, and a custom plan catered to meet the needs of two
specific group of people—those who have been attending
church for some time but so far have never made a decision for
Christ, and some members who have been away from church
and felt Holland's messages were a divine invitation to come
back so the fold.

The general feeling of the organizers after the series was one
of calm confidence chat the event was God-led.

“I felt the Holy Spirit peesent in the meetings,” said
Bibulovic. “The unity of the members could easily be sensed.
Now it is time 8o enjoy the present and move on.”

The guest spealacr seemed to echo Bibulovic's assessment,
“My prayer and hope is that the unity achieved continues, and
Ottawa is won for Jesus,” said Halland. m

Morcas Paseggl Is the pastor of
Ottowo Spanish ond Kanata companies.
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Manuver A Donoso

AW AUTORIOD A THY

A travel book
to win souls?

Fantastic!

July 2015

An elder hands you a book about a South
American travel adventure. He says it is one
of the best soul-wrnning tools today. W hat
should you do with this book?

That's what best-selling author and North American Division
prayer ministries coordinator Ruthie Jacobsen did with Manuel
Donoso's autobiography, A Risk Takers Journey: From Trialks to
Trsusmph, That's what Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
president, Mark Johnson, did, Ditto for Peter, a wealthy Middle
Eastern Muslim artist and businessman.,

Jacobsen wrate to Donose, who is also pastor of the Nepean
Advendst Church in Otsawa, “God is going to bless many souls
through the readingof this book.”

Johnson did more than write the author. He wrote to the
Adventist Book Centre managers, “If I were an ABC manager”
he wrore, “I'd want to malee it [the book] available to share as a
ministry tool, If I were a pastor, I'd want to have it available to
share with people in myextended church family. If I were a
pezson in the pew, I'd be captivated by it and want to share this
with family and friends.”

Meanwhile, Peter, the wealthy Muslim artistic businessman,
suggests that every Muslim should read A Risk Takers Journey.

A gavel advenrture can be that well-received and welevant?
Absolutely, Thebook tells how Donoso was abandoned in the
Brazilian jungle and about the strangest romance that never
happened. It tells how he eventually came to Canada, and had a
real romance with Judy, who, according to the book's dedicadion,
was “a girl so n'rce I married her twice." That dedication is true.
But it’s less romantic than it sounds, The second marriage
happened because the first failed.

Between romance and advenrure, there’s much in the book
about salvation by faith, the Sabbath, and God's miracle-wocking
power. But the book says almost nothing about celigioa before
the last few chapters,

By then, the ceader—hoolsed by the travel and romance—
wansitions seamlessly to what ceally matoers: the gospel of Chrise,
how to understand the Bible, and how the Great Physician can
heal even a broken marriage.

One reader invited Donoso to lunch at the padiamentary
resanrant. He introduced Donoso to fellow members of
parliament, includingsenior cabinet members. Afser lunch he
dedlared, “I suppose I have to go to church on the Sabbath now.
When I'm in sown, I'll come to your church.” A seamless miracle
pesformed by God, usinga simple travel book,

That's whyyou've got to read and share A Rist Taker’s Joursey.
If it’s not yet at your local ABC, don’t wait, and don’t panic. Go

to www.ariskmleersjourney.com, B

Frank A. Campbell, a member of the Agape Temple
Seventh-day Adventist Chureh, edited A Risk Taker's Journey.
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Alberta

Attendses of the 2015 Pathfimder Retreat.

sa seen growing up soday and

navigating this post-postmodern
and post-secular landscape, it’s difficult
to have the courage to transform the
wotld rather than conform to it. The
world is waiting for young fearless leaders
to rise up and tale th e word by storm,
sharing and showing positive leadership
that inspires the nexr generation to be whar
previous generations missed: courageous
to go against the grain and step outside
comfort zones.

The theme for our Alberta Conference
Pathfinder winter retreat this year was
“Courageous.” Just lile Daniel and his
three friends, pathfinders were encouraged
to be acouragwous!

Our guest spealeer was youth pastor
Alex Partillo from the Manisoba-
Saskaschewan Conference, With his
urban, laid-back, and conversational
style, be engaged the pathfindess with
his deep and yet creative presensations
As Portillo shared, he sounded much
like a 21st-century urban biblical poet,
straight out of the book of Psalms,

It was lealsed 10 the
audience that he performed
poetry, and with the overly
excited and hyped crowd
encouraging Passor Alex, he
shared an inspirational lyrical
“written” that coasisted of
fast-paced biblical similes and
metaphors sewn together with
spiritual content, The andience was in awe!

Over the course of the weeleend a
recursing theme was mentioned every
night. As he spola about Jesus and His
acceprance of people who did not fit the
pexfect profile, Portillo stated, “Remember
as a child of God You are loved, you are
valuable, and you bring honour so this
bouse.®

On Sabbath moming during Sabbath
school, each club presented a ssary, song,
or skit on the theme “Courageous.” One
parent swated, “It was justamazingto sce
the amount of talent within our pathfinder
clubs; we should definisely give more
time for clubs to express themselves

creatively”

> g
the @il Suhad ewm (onfawme.

It was not hard to see that the weekend
was all about Jesus and Ris courageous
faith. Jesus had che ability so Jove and
accept people even when He was judged
for it. When we swat 10 see people as Jesus
did, it will talee faith and courage to look
past perhaps the cold smres, unimpressed
dispositions, and judgmensal attitude.
There is a saying that goes, TJesus came
to comfort the distressed and to distress
the comfortable” As longaswe decide
to be couragwous, it will sometimes be
uncomfortable, but with Christ by our
side, nothingisimpossible. Let's be
courageous! B
—Lyle Notice,Associate Youth
Director, Alberta Conference
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British Columbia

Love Diné

Deer Lake School Mission Trip to the Navajo Nation

Ay

Sand. shrubs, sun, and the sound of
'your own voice are all chat fills this
deserted part of Arizona, About six hours
from Las Vegas, Nev, lying in che m'tddle
of aowhere is the Navajo Nation. The
Navajo Nation is a semi-ausonomous
Native American—governed serrisory
cavering 27,425 square miles, occupying
portions of northeassern Arizons, south-
eastern Utah, and northwestern New
Mexico in the United States.! They have
been swuggling for a long time with
diabetes, unemployment, and the effects
of exsensive uranium miningbefore
environmental laws were passed. During
the week of March 19 o 26, I wuly saw
God's love through their eyes,
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As high school seniors we experience
many pressures mounting until graduation,
So while I first vicwed thisip as a graway,
1 ended up taking away more than I gave,
in the most uplifeing sense.

Afver a two-hour flight and six hours
on the road, 53 Deer Lalee School students,
seachers, and families arrived at the
destinarion exhausted. As the sun fell
behind che desert landscape, we finally
arrived at the Red Mesa Community
Centre, where we would be staying for
the majority of the missi'on wip. The next
moming, we woke up so the smiles of the
Fawler family, our Navajo hosts, Sadly,
those smiles faded away when the €ather
of the family, Alan, ccvealed the sad news
thathis nephew had been shot the previous
day. Unbeknownst 1o us, the sudden death
had affecerd the cammmanity so dramarically
that assumptions began popping up,
questioning if our presence was a bad
omen. I then knew that chis was truly
a mission trip, We had something 10
prove and we needed so bringhope to
a hopeless place,

The next couple of days were an
exciting blur, We hosted a cooking class
on diabetes peevention, prepared a
banquet, sorted items for the Fowlers'

L

(Left) Saw Lakn ctuctawts halped with soveral cumtrection prsjects while -uwmwuwm
(Mhsve) Sturiouts taka & break 40 onjoy the desert landacape.

yard sale ministry, and worled on several
construction projects, About halfway
through the week, a group of girls headed
out 10 invise the community to our
banquet and cooking class. While the
turnout for the banquet was fantastic,
our caoking class didn't receive much
response. When the clock seruck six, no
one had arrived. Suddenly, just as our
bope had extinguithed, 2 woman walked
through che doors. She smiled at our
greeting, and we learned that she was
now cemrning 30 her native soil afeer 15
years. I was able w0 imagine the journey
she had been through and I could see
that she was a person who never gave up,
regardless of her circamstances,

With only a few days left, I remember
heading outside on a breezy cvening, The
sun had just set and the sky was tumning
from alightairy blue %o a calm, dask
black, As the stars began pecking out, I
remember thinking 1o myself, Thent yos,
God, for placing me bere at this moment in
time. God, yos love these people. I know
that you will take care of them no master
what. Please give them strength and bope
#o face another dgy. m

—Aaron Guillen, Grade 12

Student, Deer Lake School

1=Navajo Nation,” Wikipedia: The Free Encydapedia $6an Francisco: Wikimedia
Foundation), assessad Aprl1 23, 2015, httpe//enwikipediaory/wikd/Navaja_Natlan.




EARTH DAY

The sun shone brightly the whole day
onApril23,2015,atMemorial Park

in Maple Ridge, B.C., as Earth Day was
being celebrared with the theme “Waser."
Most of the earth is coversd with water,
and it is essential vo our very existence,
Lynell Adams set up our booth with
the Seventh-day Adventist Church sign

andlots of our literature as giveaways,
Prayers were offered wo the folks who
passed by,

A dish of waser and a bubble-maker,
as well as other gpdgems, were there w ¢
nterwmin the children so they could be
occupied while their parents perused the
materials presensed. Many of the church

members came vo support Lynell and
inveract with the folks who came by.
May the Holy Spirit keep warking on
the hearws of those who amended so that
one day soon we will meet them when

Jesus comes, B

—Trudi Charles,
Communication Secretary,
Mapie Ridge church

Newfoundland

Ronald Richard “Pop” Stagg

September 7, 1913-May 15, 2015

ichard Staggwas born to Esan and

Ellen Seagg on Sept. 7, 1913, in
Northern Cove, Cape Freels, Nfld.
Richard’s early life, with parenss and four
siblingg, was spent in Cape Freels, where
he completed schooling until Grade 3
before turning to full-time and cegular
fishing and logging work with family.

Richard marrisd Inez Stolees, of Cape
Freels, and sogether they had four sons,

Ranald, Wesley, Cluney, and Eugene,
Some years afser Inez’s death, at the age
of 80, Rich ard marrisd Dorothy Burt, of
Clarke’s Beach, Nld. They have lived to-
gether and supporsed each other over the
past 20 years at theirhome in Bareneed,
Nfld.

In 1959, influenced by the dscisions of
his wife Inez and a Bible study program
from the Voice of Prophecy, Richard made
the decision vo commit his life so the
Lord and embrace the biblical teachings
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
This faith decision required a family
move, as Richard needed a place so work
where he could leeep the Sabbath, and his
family would have a church and church
school accessible %o them. This they found
in Bay Roberts, Nfld. Richatd was bagdzed
that year by Pasvor G. O. Adams and
joined the Bay Robervs Seventh-day
Adbventist Church, He commenced sales
work at Barren'’s Warehouse, a business

owned by local Adventists, and his family
atsended the Bay Roberw church and
church school.

Throughout his life, Richard’s dedica-
tion and commétment to his church was
very meaningful He served in many
church capacities, including deacon,
Sabbath school superintendent, and
church elder. He believed in the precious
truths of God's Word and gave what
sapport he could to see them proclaimed
around the world.

Richard passed away peacefully in
Carbonear, Nfld,, on May 15, 2015, He
was 101 years of age. His family and
friends fondly remember him asa man
wholoved the Lord, treasured His cruth,
and looked focward in faith to the soon
ccturn of Jesus Christ, m

—Jason Wiliiams, pastor,
Bay Roberts and
Conception Bay c hurches
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Ontario

The Assurance of Salvation |
Northern Ontario Campmeeting :

September 2-4, 2015 at Camp Noronto, Monetville, Ontario

Bill Santos
Pastor, Ontario
(orereneof
Seventh-day
Adventists

(rmer speakerof
It s Written Canada)

North American Division

Adventist Christian Fellowship
and My Church Summit
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is May ] had the privilege of enending

the Adventist Christian Fellowship
(ACF) Institute and My Church Summit
that took place May 22 to 31,2015, at
Mahawk College in Hamilton, Ont., The
combined events were part of a 10-day
conference sponsored by the North
American Division (NAD), ACF, and
the Ontario Coaference, This conference
was speatheaded by Ron Pickell, ACF
coordinasor, and Gerardo Oudsi, Ontario
Conéerence youth director,

The conference began with the ACF
Institute (ACFI), an intenstve seven-day
training program for campus ministry
leaders that equips stdents to lead and
grow an ACF chapter on their campus,
ACF is the official NAD ocganization
for Adventist campus minisay on non-
Adventist campuses, Each ACF chapter
is a student-led organization thathas a
two-fold mission of supparting and
nurruring Adventist studenss on secular
campuses and ceaching out and miniswering
to non-Adventist students, The institute
helped train leaders for both purposes,
combining in-class leaming modules
with real outreach activities.

Every morning students started off
their day by going throngh the Greater
Things Bible studies, followed by in~class
leaming modules, The aftemoon segment
consisted of various outreach activities,
allowing students the opporanity to
apply their in-class learning to real life,
There were over 90 participants fromall

over the United Srates and Canada,

each from varying fields of study such as
geology, mathematics, English, physics,
communications, and from all levels of
post-secondary education. It was quite
obvigus that these were highly ineelligent
Adverrtist young adults who are pasdianate
about their faith and looking for ways

to authentically live it out on a secular
campus. For example, one participant
shared how her professor noticed her
consmnt joy and began asking her about
the Sabbath.

On May 28, ACFI transitioned into
the My Church Summit. The summit
was a response to the recent Barna study
that identified 70 percent of Adventist
Millennials leaving the church. The My
Church event brought sogrdher Adventist
students from non-Adventist campuses
v0 host a dialogue with church leadership
about youngadults’ engagement with
their church.

Through the My Church Summit,
church leadership sent a message to
Millennials: they care about what we
think and are prepared to listen to and
hear our experiences. Participants heard
this message lond and clear as they saw
leaders from all levels of church structure
vaking the time to come and lisven to the
voices of young adults,

Honoured guests included James
Black, NAD Youth Ministries direcror;
DebraBrill, vice-president of Ministries
for the NAD; Gilbert Cangy, General

Conference (GC) Youth Ministries
director; Mansfield Edwards, president
of the Ontario Coaference; Dan Jackson,
president of the NAD; Stan Jensen, com-
munication director of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada (SDACC);
Matk Johnson, president ofthe SDACC;
and Jiwan Moon, GC Public Campus
Ministries direcsor,

Participants were divided into round-
wble discussions centred on the follow-
ing four questions:

1, Why are Millennials leaving
thechurch?

2. Why are Millennials smying?

3. What do Millennials need
from the church?

4, What gifts and salents do
Millennials want to share to
advance the mission of the
church?

A commiteee of delegates cepresenting
each conference was farmad that organied
the points raised in the discussions and
drafted a final report that was officially
submitsed to NAD Youth/Young Adult
director, James Black,

Parddipants wrestlsd with cach question
and ashed difficult questions of themselves
and their church, Howeves, one comment
stood out for me: “Why don’t we expect
more from our young adults? Why are we
content to settle for mediocrity as if that
is their highest poerndal?® That is when
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it dawned on me, my age is not the true
hindrance; it is my expactations of myself,

Jrecim!  (OREI ©MBN ke HMn ComeN e Sl )

So the pertinent question 10 the D @ Ows™ oy SN mom Ll R
church is: What do we expect from =T :
our young adults? Do we bold therm Adventist Channels
10 a higher standard, believing in their Phus more than 60 other FREE Christian (hannels
potential? Are we entrusting them with ant News Channels on Adventist Satellite Dish
greserr involvement in the church or

are we simply consent to praise them for High Deﬁnition and DVR !

arriving 80 Sabbath school on time? Are . = i
we challenging our young adults o artain Connecttoany TV = Record your favorite shows

heights in all areas of their life? *aptaanal |88 meciary reduired T recording
A llow thi H P -
ot st smon techion mihont All New Satellite DVR Receiver

impacting their campus for Christ?

If we are not asking and expecting
much, we should not he sutprised when
Millennials respond with lirde enthusiasm
or lack of invalvement sowand the church —— :
or their faith, Complete satellite system only $249<
If there's one thing that these partici- Plus shipping and tax
pants taught me, it’s that they are not No Monthly Fees =
willing so serde for medingity academically, No Subscriptions =~ @
spiritually, or in any other avenue. Are Legal in Canada : Bulk ?rders
wel m FREE Install Kit e

—Nina Lim 866-552-6B82 «v«  www.adventistsat.com

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT: 5752745454 there were 2 loans with a vlue of s2458400.

Formoreinformation or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao—qulambao.girty@adventist.ca,; 905/433-0011.

GEORGE'S
TREE

well

ur FREE book of G ESTREE,
se email legal@adventist.ca, or call 905-433-001 |, ext. 2078.
e in ENGLISH or FRENCH,

sailable in electronic format at wawnssillplar.ca
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“Those who loved you and were helped by you, will retmember you....
Charles Spusgeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca or call 205-433-0011, ext. 2078
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Educating for Eternity

Sylvan Meadowe Adventist School

-

ROBSON VALLEY
JUNIOR ACADEMY

McBivide BC VOJ 250 <
2IMAEY. 2474 4

rejatamchridebc cane
pobsonl i adventisischaalcomnectorg
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Peel Adwventist School

EDUCATION_FAITH
Are you seeking an
educational environment?

Where...
Students Matter
Learning is Fosterad
Faith is developed

CHOOSE PEEL.

Large Enough for Excellence
Smel! Crnouwh te Core

Kingsway
College




H Announcements

PROCESS:

+ All announeements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announeements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries and tributes) shouki
be emailed to Aimee Perez
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

« Every individual named in
the announsement must be
aware of the submission and
havegranted the submitter
approval for printing.

+ Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
eompleted and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

+ The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

+ For more information about
Messenger announcement
polides, go to www.adveniist.
ca/messenger, click ‘writers

uidelines' then click
nnouncements.

The Lineoin Ploneer churdh

is looking for the following
missing members: Sean Hngas,
Chris Irvine, Pam Seewartson, Mary
White, Susan Wrabiuzaa. If you have
a current phone number and address
for any of these people, please convact
Carole Mibnick at 905/957-3667 or
caroleminnick@outlook.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Gary Blence@ was baptized by
Cameron Koronko on April 18,
2015, in Kelowna, B.C. Heis now
a member of the Rudand church.

Colter Shipowick was baprized
by Cameron Koronko on April 18,
2015,in Kelowna, B.C. Heis now
amember of the Rutland church.

Amber and Yeergios Sintihakis
was baprised by Cameron Koronko
on Aptil 18,2015, in Kelowna,
B.C. They are now members of
the Rutland church.

Debbie Welsh was baptized by
Cameron Koronko on April 18,

2015, in Kelowna, B.C. She is now a
member of the Rudand church.

Hl Legal Notlce

Maritime Conference of the
Sevanth-Oay Adventist Churchinc.

Notice is hereby given that the forty-
eighth Regular Members' Meeting of
the Maritime Conference of the Sev-
enth-day Advenrist Church Inc. will
be held ar the Camp Qfeena,
2197 Gulf Shore Road, Pugwash,N.S.,
on Sunday, September 27, 2015,
begianing at 9a.m., Adlantic Time.

This meeting is called for the
following purposes: Election ofa
Board of Direetors; Election of a
Ssending Bylaws Committee;
Elaction of officers of the Conference;
consideration of proposed changes
in the Bylaws of the Confetence; the
transaction of other business as may
properly come before a Regular
Members' Meering.

The member churches of the
Maritime Conference are represeated
at this meeting by delegases chosen
on the following basis: one delegase
€rom each church plusone additional
delegate for each 40 members or
majorfraction thereof.

Delegates who are members of
the Organizing Commitree are aghed
to meet at the place of the session
oo Sunday, September 27* at 8 a.m.
Atlandic Time.

Jobn Fowrnier, President

Pagl tiewdlyn, Secretary
Ed Sharpe, Treasurer

Emlyn Oran Lionel Davis was
born on Sept. 26, 2014, to Jaymee
(née Kickby) and Takoda Davis, of
Kingson, Ont.

Parkor Allen Schmidt was
bor on April3, 2015, s Erin
(née Gallant) and Tim Schmidt,
of Wainwright, Alve.

Bl Obituaries

Relph Atwood was born on Feb. 23,
1934, in OakPack, NS, and died on
March 14, 2014, in Lethbridge, Nfld.
Ralph served in the Canadian Air Force
and obtained his religious studies
degree from Andrews University
before pastoringin B.C., Nova Scotia,
and Newfoundland. He is predeceased
by his firse wife, Donna; and perents,
Ralph and Maysie Arwood. Surviving:
wife, Theresa (née Samson); sons,
Watren (Andrea) Arwood of
Dartmouth, N.S., Wayne Arwood

of Daranouth; stepson, Wilmore

(T'racey) Samson of Shoal Hatbour,
Nfld; daughsers, Cheryl (Gary)
Goodrow of Dartmouth, Angela

(Al) Braleer of Victoria, B.C.,

Marita {Chris) Bautilin of Lake
Echo, N.S; stepdaughters, Bonna
Soper of Halifax, N.S., Natasha
(Adam) Long of Edmonton, Alsa.,
Cynthia (Dustin) Winsor of Salmon
Arm, B.C,; foster daughter, Eliaabeth
of Dartmouth; brother, Ted Arwood;
sisser, Mary Ann (Ralph) Thompson;
11 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Ella Maud Blakeney was born on
April 10, 1921, inJeddore, N.S., and
died on April 16, 2015, in Halifax,
N.S. Ella was vice-president of her
graduatingclassar OshawaMissionary
College in 1945. She eamed an RN
degree from Glendale Sanitariam
and Hospitlin 1951, B.Sc. in
Nursiog from Walla Walla College

in 1956. She wodeed in church-owned
hospisals in North America as well a

s missionary service for 14 years at
Karachi Advenrist Hospitalin Palsistan.
She is predeceased by her parents,
Thomasand Minnie Blakeney; and
brothet, Robert Blakeney.

Elvin (Al) Reed Crawford was
born on Jao. 6, 1924, in St. George,
Ont., and died on April 27, 2015,
in Salmon Arm, B.C. Hewas a
long-time member of the Salmon
Arm church. Al is predeceased by his
son, Howard Crawford; daughsers,
Shirley Crawford, Linda Canselon;
parents, Norman and Violet Craw-
ford; brother, Norman Crawford;
sissers, Wilma Myers, Peach Trorier.
Surviving: wife, Dorothy Crawford;
sons, Notman Crawford, Edwin
Ctawford, Lyle Crawford; stepsons,
Harvey (Sherry) Jones, Kelly (Shas)
Jones; daughter, Rita Crawford;
stepdaughters,Jean (Ross) Warzs,
Linda (Shane) Dunbrack, Gladys
(Horst) Neumnann; sister, Ilean
Jodowin; 28 grandchildren, 43
great-grandehildren, and four
great-great-grandchildren.

George Koronko was born on
Aug. 16, 1918,in Perdue, Sask, and
died on March 11, 2015, in Lacombe,
Al George was a deacon, Sabbath
school superinsendent, and lesson
study teacher ip his lifetime of service
to the church heloved. He is prede-
ceased by his wife, Eva (née Solanik)
Koronko. Surviving: son, Kevin
(Livia) Koronko of Canmore, Alse.;
daugheer, Kellie (Gerald) Berg of
Lacombe; two children,

Prad Serrano Mina was born on
May9, 1932, in Calaphan, Mindoro
Philippines, and died on March 23,
2013, in Richmond Hill, Ont. He
worleed as a mmeasurer of Philippine
Union College (PUC), accountant of
Adventist University of the Philippines,

weasurer and administrator ar Manila
Sapitarinm, alumnj president of
PUC, and trust secretary of the
North Union Conference. In Canada,
he was an elder ar Mt. Zion Filipino
church, Sabbath school acacher, and
president of the Golden Circle sepiors’
club. Fred is pedeceased by his parents,
Matcelino and Maura Mina; brother,
Nehemias Mina. Surviving: wife,
Epifania Mina; danghters, Suzette
Frias, Susane Conopio; sister,

and one great-grandchild.

B Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

« All advertising should
be submitted with local
eonferenee approval.

+ Payment must ascompany
your ad, or it will not be
published.

« The Messenger assumes
no responsibility for typo-
z’raphical errors, nor liability

r the advertisements.

Acceptance of ads does not
eonstitute endorsement of
the products or services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RATES:

Clascified edvertising—
$32 for 50 words or less; $7 for
each additional 10 words.

For display ads rates, siaes,
deadlines, and mora, visit:
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

H Advertisements

Planningan EvangelisticSeries
or Health Seminar? Have questions?
Need affordsble, prof essionally
prepared handbills, brochures, signs,
banners, and mailing services? Call
free, 800/274-0016 and ask for
HOPE Customer Service, orvisit
www.hopesource.com. You desecve
the best with confidence and peace
of mind. Your ériends at HOPE
SOURCE deliver on time. (12/15)

BarleyLife peovides an abundance
of chlorophyll, aarure’s cleanser, as
well as visamins, minerals, and
antioxidants to provide your body’s
needs and help you stay lookingand
feeling enecgetic, young, and healthy.
Also excellent powdered carrot juice
and beet juice products. Beets are
amazingly healthy: www.natural-
paip-relief-guide.com/beeraging.
Free DVD. Call Ray for information.
888/707-3663 rayf oucher@gmail.
com. (9/15)
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Authors of coakboaks health
boaks, childrea’ chapier and picuire
boaks, call 800/367-1844 foryour
freeevaluation. We pahlish all book
formaz. disribuze w over 39,000
boaksmre in 220 countries. Find
our sew dtles at yourlocs] ABC or
wowTEACHServiaes com—nsed
SDA boals at wwwINFBooks.com.
(7/15)

Husion pilots and other
misslonaries ave urgently
needed. Do you have a dexire

0 share Jesus with odherg, live in
another country, and learn a different
culmre? Adveatist World Aviafina
is expanding inso other pare of the
vnddmdugmdyneedspﬂo&.\&?
machanias, A&P inspaction garhogifies,
oerdfled flight inaractors (CFI)
Pproject managers, Bible wodea, and
aedical personnel Pilots mast have
insrn ratings, ial cati
an dhigh perfaamance rarings. Mail
yous cesumé 10 Adveatist World
Aviariog, P.O. Box 444 Sulltvaa,

W1 531780444, or email projects
@fyavancy,

Andrews Univemity seaks a

who will be cesponsible vo lead and
to easace that the school fulfills its
mision and goals. A peefeaed
qualified persoa chould have an
axpedence a5 a seanndacy echoal
principal, a semndary schoal teacher,
and/o¢ have a docroral degree. For
moreinfoamtion and to zpply, visit
heps://wrwrwandrewn edu/admres/
jobs/show/swff_salacy#job_1.(7/15)

AienticUnionCollege eseks
Ubrsrian. The sacceaful epplicant
chanld have at Jeast an M.L.S. degree.
(Prference will be given to eandidarrs
with g second gradaase degree);
Adminierarive experience in

and library o perasions. A

Andrawe Undverelity sssks a
Paculty for the Lsadership
Dspartmemt whowill imach
graduate-level courses cebated to
Edocational Adminigmadon and
Leadechip, and w serve on doapml
disrrarios commirrees A preferred
qualifisd person should have a
docarure in Edacaring,

or relared field, plns a recond of
excellmce in ceaching at the gradesse
level. For more informarina and to
apply, visit wewandrewredu/admres
/joba/show /Ecnlrydjob_8 and
wwwandrews.edu/admres/jobs/
show/facaley#job_9.(7/15)

Adantic Union Coliege sesks
aVice-President for Academic
Aftalvo Thespplicant must poses
adoaarml degree from an ascredived
tagirurian of highereducationand

sful of academic admi
ismarinn. Candidate must be 3 member
in good and cegular scanding of the
Scventh-day Advendst Church and be
commitred to the valueg, pdodples,
and expecations of the
Adventst Chuech and Arlaaric
Union Callege. Clamcoam experieacs,
prefecably at thecallege kevel. Sabmit
cover lerree. including a sacment
addresting the specific minimum and
preferred qualifications, cemimé, gopy
of tcanscapt, and three profesional
letvers of ceference to Roberto.
ccyna@ancedn For demils, visit
wwwauncedn (7/15)

Atlantic Unlon Coliege seskn
Vica-Prasident for Financa

and Adwinistrstive Services.
The applicant chauld have at Jeast

a bachelor’s degree in business ora
celaved ares. A arofessionsl dedgnarion
and maswer’s degree are preferred.
Compurer basin ens applicazions
eldlls are essendal. Candidawes choald
have 3 proven record of manag;

of non-praflt organiaadoas and/or
businesses. Candidare mustbea

aof 5 years of expedence inlfbrades or
ltlned ﬁsldi.s required. Must have
of sompurer
q;plimﬂms for Ibrary. Thea applicans
st fully supper Adanvc Union
Calegdaglobal Cammuaity &W‘
Candidare mme

ment Mission and

ammberingoodnndqnlmmndlm

of the Seventh-day Adventist Charch
andbe aammiteed to the valaes,
principles, and expeceadons of the
Seventh-day Adveatisz Chacch and
Atlanric Union College. Submit
caver letser, including a aament
addcesring the spacific minimum
and prefered qaalificsions, CV,

1 copy of canscdpe, and chree
poafeianal leteers of refecense to
Robam reyna@auc.edu; for d:m'lr,

visit www.aucedu.

mnsifion into inaraed hona,
laading % a Gulldme/salaried
pasition ) (7/15)
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ber in good and regular standing
of the Seventh-day Advenrist Church
and be cammimrzd to the values,
principles, and cxpacmatians of the
Seventh-day Adveatist Church and
Atlandc Union Callege. Sabmiz
caver leerer, including a statement
addreasing th egacific minimum and
prterred qualificarians, cesumé, copy
of tcanscipm an dthree professional
leteers of ecference to Roberm ceyna
@auceda; for dewafls visit www.auc
«<du(7/15)

Northwest Adventist Asmsteur
RadloAssacistion Annwal
Retreat, July 17-19¢h, 2015, ar
Founminview Academny in Lillooct,
B.C. Ham radio eestng if enough
people want them. Reparo from
mision aips. Regiararion forms
availahle st www.naam org. For
€uccher lafo: kedthreardin @ chacee nex
or509/540-0544 (7/15)
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CENTURY 21 ADVANTAGE
505, 4747 - §7th St fed Deer, ABTENGH3

Joi 403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

wiwvw. realesialeimreddeer.com

Fax: 1.888.530.8784

Emgail: jorfieclastoteinreddeer.com
densseflieclestoteinreddesr.com
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Jon and Denise Nicho!s
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Free African Children thruEducation
1 T N » /ISR ) Yau can educafe arphans mAfriczn

g 955 2 year il pays el s, uniforins,
d penc, pens.p2psany pesagel s acild

B Call: 513/258.5545 6102 ukends;

inn bleagat.oim

Advertlstsienls! FAE cephan llve 7t
heeme ¥ith ursiving family members. Yoe

erphaned by viag, porenty, and disexse. FACF
sends youg donguen to {lnands, then sends
¥0u3 (3% L2t and your child's infarm atest.

il A, ¢'n MartaRotfe s, 1742 Ynif
G i, Alenonte:, 02 kDR 1 A0 Canada

Mg o13/236-113] (d3y;.

Email: Facekidscharity$yshan <om

Author of ‘The Book on Alberta Real Estate

Looking to Buy a New Home or Sell Your Own??

Ryley Trenchuk Kl
CallfText {780) 545-08S0
Email: ryleyrealty@gmail.com
Ryleytrenchuk,com

Realtor ®

At Ariondsl Ouc home-based,
bealth-celated busin e3s has improved
owr wodd and #b¢ wodd ar exeedy
the same time. If yonn seda Gnandal
booaz, check ns out! www.anymecting
coq/Web Canferen rdwn/Racarding
Defanltaspr?c_parid =E054DD8130
4A. For more info, canract Vivian at
or 888/301-
3338.(7/15)

AtlanticUnionCollsge seeka

Director of Eavalveent

Management Masrer)

(MLA.) or equivalent with four to

10 yem’ relaved experience and/or
mnaining Candidare mmstbe 2 member

in good md cegular standingaf the

Seventh-day Adveatist Chacch and

beeomminsd % the values, principles,

and expecarias of the Seventh-day

7

Advenrst Church and Atlaate Unian
Callege. Submir cover levver, inchuding
a sarrment addreasing the epacific
minimum and preferred qualifications,
CV, acopy of ranscips, and three
prafesxianal letters of efrrence to
Robermcyna@anc echy; for derails,
visit wwwaac.edu. (7/15)

Ralsxing Maul vecstion in

Klhef. Only a 3-minase walk s the
beach] 1.6don w/kingbed. Clean,
amforedle, wellmainmined Slacps 4.
Fully furnithed kixchen, washec/dryez,
and mare ] Free parking, Wi-FL, and
alls to Canada/US ! Friendly Kibei
SDA charch nearby. Afinndahle rases.
Boak now1 Visit us at: warwyrbo
<ow/6279%or call Mark$09/800-
9841 (USA). (12/15)




Adventist Education Where You Are. . .
Be a part of OUR community

Partnershios = doademics a Ca

umity = Spinitual Growth

Accredited K-12 Alberta Education

| Prairie Adventist

e.

Christian eSchool

www.pacescanada.org
Kausl Hl. Vacation Conde— Atlentic Union College Sseks
Makr our newly cenovased, exscurive- Adveinistrative Assbtant to
style, 1-bdrm eondo your home sway Prasident. To pecfarm this job
from ... while you relax and explore successfully, an individual mmast be
the most bamriful of the Hawaiian able to perform cach essential duty
Llands: Kanai, the “Garden Island ® atishcranly, Amodarey degree
Best Jocarion on igland with 2-minase (A.A.) or equivalents from two-year
walk to beach and walking dimanee callege ot sechnica) schoal: five years
to cesamnan®, shops, all amenirics. i i saccemanial
Email or call Vivian thegoodlife@ and clerical expedence are cequired.
lirdelaaa ea or 888/301-3338.(7/15) Candidute must bea member in
and cegular manding of the
New Adventist radio stations: W&wwc&mmd
wwwsdaadiaorgforthe caavarive be cummitred to the valnes, princples,
Adventist, wwwioudaryradiacom and expecarions of th e Seventh-day
for the easy-lisrening non-Advenrist Adveatie Choreh and Adantic
Cldsian, and www.narivachrictian Union Cnl]chdemzmmlmr.
cadin.com 0 appeal w First Nations including a exrement addreasing the
peaples. Adverdse on all 3 srrioas lpedﬂcminimumandpre&md
for anly $195 per mon th. Inquice qulifisrions, CV, a copy of transcript,
abour broadcsdag our radio marians and three prafeaxiona) lenea of
live % your community. Seeking cefecence 30 Robam cyna@mcedu;
SDA amsicians, praachers. 866/906- for demils visit www anc.edu. (7/15)
0153 Glen Sudemer (7/15)
Plarwing to volunteer In
me-wa an Mongolla sterting Auguat 2015.
80-ynderr school nestled Need kind, aring family or individ mal
in the pﬁsdne moanwains of Beitith %0 look after oarhomeand two
Columbia {eading young people friendly, loving dogr. 1 60 bawriful
mChmtumrﬁutptmty.W:am acres near North Bay, Ont. Our
an accrediwed echoal with excel) are iminsd; g small amouns
facilities an d a p romiting fumire. To of rent or help with urlities woald be
see a list of oue current job openings, Lbelpful Please email bj
pleasevisit cur website www.founmin or call 705/663-2040.
viewca (9/15) @lewringy, the Bucdi family. (7/15)
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REACH Canada

(Render Effective Aid to CHikdren Inc )

‘VOLUNTEER ADMINIETRATION; NO SALARIES INVCLVED
*REACH Canad Incomoraled a5 a registencd charty in 1984
Taxexeampt # 3950 34185RROS01

«Memisar of Adventist-Laymen's Services and Indusines
-Anindapendsnt mnisy sugporting the SOA Churchy's mlsslen
«Qperates schools, orphanagss, hostels. and Teeding cemers
Actively worling in 26 countres

“Ssvan hranch offices

0.84% from each sponsecship is usad:for admmistration
*REACH Intemational inc. wrganasd n 1973

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

QO YES! | will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
C1Boy OGin O No preference

Ol do not wish to sponsor a chiid but | would
like to make a donation of §
1 Joy Fund3Greatest Need C10ther

Name
Street
City Prov. _ PC
Tel '

REACH Canada, Box 70528, 1801 Dundas St E
Whitky, ON, L 1N 9G3, Canada (805) 720-1624

www.reachcanada erg * info@reachcanada.org
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from the editor

July 2015

WE ALL HAVE FAVOURITE QUOTATIONS. Here is one of mine, by a
well-known pioneer of the Adventist Church, John N, Loughborough.
The smasement appeared in the Ocr. 8, 1861, Review and Herald
article, which contains a well-known waming against th e focmation
of creeds:

The first step of apostasy is to get up a creed, tefling
us what we shali believe. The secondis, to make that
creed a test of fellowship. The third is to try members
by shat creed. The fourth to denounce as heretics
those who do not believe that creed And fifth, to
commence persecution against such.

Besides my day job at the Messenger, I like to leep my finger on the
pulse of the church by managing an online forum. The forum has
some members who were disenfranchised from the Adventist Church,
individuals whase church memberzhip was revoleed because they
asked questdions. One member was ridiculed foraskingwhy we do
not celebraee Sabbath at che same time as those in Jerusalem. Another
asked about the Jewish feast days, The response he received was

not kind.

Perhaps the apparent unwelcoming atmosphere for questions is
a sensitive subject for me becanse in my early days as an Adventist, I
sincerely asked an evangelist why it was acceptable to hang a picture
of our God, Jesus, in the church, Wasn't that breakingthe second
commandment? At the time, this was a serious question to me, but
the answer I received was bathed in sarcasm and insult.

Questions are a good thing; they can lead you back to the gospel
and strengthen your faith. I believe that truth not only withstands
examination, but demands it, and thus we should not fear but rather
encourage sincere and thoughtful questdons in che church. In Acs
5:39, Luleesays, “But if it is of God, you will not be able to overchrow
them. You might even be found opposing God! So they sook his advice.”

I want to make it very clear that I stand by the 28 Fundaomental
Bekie f5, which are a summary, oriseration, of some of the big-picaire
understandings the Adventist Church has come to over the years. But
while these iterations can serve as a helpful guide and springboard for




discussion, they are often misused. Echoing Loughborough's stasement,
Idon't believe that the fundamental beliefs should be viewsd as a
definitive vest on which we will nesd to obsain a perfectscore in order
to inherit eternal life. The very fact that the 28 beliefs used to be27,
suggests that beliefs continue to be fleshed out, If our faith is a living
faith, God will continue to impress our minds. At no point hasan
indfvi'dual or church ocganization “arrived”; therefore, we should not
impose a particular understanding on a person, test that person’s faith
by it, or impose consequences on a person because he or she holds (or
doesn’t hold) a particular belief.

To sum it up, I believe that our church should foster an open and
welcoming environment that encourages discussion. We, as Adventists,
are strong believers ir religious liberty. I support that 100 percent.
Maybe we need some within the church, too. And I cerwainly think
itis scary when people in the church want to “stone” them for it,

However, having said that, I do not appreciate it when individuals
turn every conversation to the “new truth” they have found, when
theysingle out a question as the end-all-be-all question and use it to
drive home the one supreme point they belicve supersedes all others.
I espexially do not apprediate it when people are so intent on enfarcing
their theology that they hijack new believers, visi'tors, or any other
vulnerable individuals as they walk through the door on Sabbath
morning, inseresved in little else other than sharing their “new truth®
and making new adherents. Sadly, that kind of questioning smacks of
an agenda, and that agenda often does not build others up,

So while the church should foseer the freedom for members to ask
questions and develop undersmndings (see 1 Thess, 5:21),itshould
lovingly teach people o cefrain from abusing that freedom, preying
on others, and condemning people who simply do not see a given
subject the same way.

So how do we sway true to our commitment and cefrain from
dogmarism and yet be accepting soward members who appear so
be dogmatic about a particular belief? How do we osser a tolerant
atmosphere that is open to questions and still lovingly reat those
who believe their questions are more imporsant than any other
question anyone else may have {and thus appear to be intolerant)?
Perhaps no easy answer exists. Either way, we need to be patient with
those who ask questions, Many people ask questions out of sincerity
and not because theyhave an agenda. Let us do asJesus did: point all
people (including our dogmatic members) to the author of love, giver
oflove, and tzacher of love. He wants us to have a living celationship
with Him, not with a creed. m

Stan Jensen, editor
Canadian Adventist Messenger
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This school wasestablished by the sweat and sacrifice, vision and courage of Charles and Leana

Burman, aleng with the prayers of many, who dreamed of a schoel where men and women

would be prepared for lives of service, The dream of our founders and pioneers lives on in

' the mission of Burman University—to prepare students to think with discernment, to believe
with insight and commitment, a,i‘-fl{ﬂ'_'-tﬁ act with_ C.;Bﬂﬂde-ﬁ-c.e, tompassion and competence.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABGUIOUR N\p\ME CHANGE VISIT M/ W% BURMANU.CA
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