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ccAnd |, when [ am lifted up
from the earth, will draw
all people to myself b).

August 2015

—John 12:32, ESV

The Cross

sn’t it amazing how easily we Christians lose focus? The most

significant point of our faith is that “when we were still without

strength, in due time Christ disd for the ungodly” (Rom. 5:6, ESV)).
Why do we so often lose sight of the cross?

Recently I have been chinking a fair bit about the cross and what
it has meant throughout time.

When it happened, Jesus’ death seemed anything but glorious.
You and I have no real concept of what it meant to be crucifiad. It is
said that Jesus “endured the cross, despising the shame” (Heb. 12:2,
ESV). The cross was humiliating, but Jesus went there because He
valued me mote than He valued public opinion of Him.

The cross looked like the end of the road to Jesus’ friends. Cleopas
didn't realize he was talking to Christ when he i, “But we had hoped
that he was the one to redeem Israel” (Lulse 24:21, ESV), For His
contemporaries, the cross was devaswting on that Friday afsernoon.
Because we weren't there, I don’t think we can fully grasp how
difficulc that was.

And yet, in the cross Christ riumphed. “And I, when I am lifeed
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself™ (John 12:32, ESV).
No one other than Jesus could accomplish so much by dying. In
going to the cvoss for me, Jesus made Christianity unique among
religions of the world. Our faith is about salvation, falks. We must
never forget that,

Many people I meet do not understand the cross. To those who
are largely ignorant of Christ "the word of the cross is folly ... but
to us who are beingsaved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18,ESV).

My friend, what does the cross mean to you? Has its power changed
you? And ifit has, have you and I shown others what it can do for
them?

Let us get back to the cross. m

Mork Johnsan is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Cenada
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'g It was an emotional moment for Coralie
‘ Nepoose. She and Frederick Crier-
‘ ' — Jamerson had come through their entire
‘ {5- education together—all the way from

daycare, in fact. Now. surrounded by
‘ family and friends on graduation night,
they knew they were making history.

e n. u? s |
a O O ’ t “We have changed our school forever.*
» said Nepoose. “We are the first Grade

a .L:' 12 graduates Mamawi has ever had.”
‘\
F ’. - ‘ .

It was a meaningful occasion for Freddy

[ d h l and Coralie's families as well, an affirmation
E ucatlon ls the key tO evel"yt lﬂg of the power of Adventist education to
impact lives and families for good.
Coralie Nepoose, Valedictorian
Mamawi Atosketan Native School’s 1 ;
Coralie’s father, Levi Nepoose. told

e o't =sigol Class Principal Gail Wilton. “when you told me
o my daughter would graduate from high
school and go on to university. Because
of this school and the scholarships,” he
said, offering an apology for his doubt, “we
can see it’s actually going to happen.”

*| didn't believe you three years ago,”

Long-term teachers who average more
than 8 years at MANS; an Adventist pastor
who they know they can wrn to (and chose
as their grad night speaker); a principal
who holds them accountable but helps
them sort out better paths—it all added

up to success. It's an accomplishment

that Coralie. Freddy, and their families
didn’t know was attainable in one of the
toughest envircnments in Canada.

And Coralie wants to give back.

Coralie knows teachers and other
professionais who don't give up can turn
a life around. Her parents prayed about
university; Burman University recognized
Coralie’s achievements with scholarships
on the same basis as every graduate of
Canadian Adventist schools, and the
Church in Canada added a scholarship
for Burman as well. MANS' valedictorian
plans to attend Burman University to
become a teacher—perhags the first of
many to return to MANS, and to continue
changing the direction of First Nat:ons lives.

There is nothing Freddy and | can give
back to our teachers and our parents,”
Coralie concluded in her valedictory
speech. “But lets start with ‘thank you’.”

MAMAWI ATOSKETAN

NATIVE SCHOOL
RR 2. Ponoka. AB T4J 1R2

A, B, 5\|berta Conterence




| leave with you, my peace | give unto you:. ..
=y ot your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid"—John 14:27, KV

fter dismissing the crowds, He went up on
the mountain by Himself v pray. When
cvening came, He was there alone. But
the boat was already over a mile from
land, battered by the waves, because the wind was
against them. Around three in the moming, He
came soward them walkingon the sea, When the
disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were ter-
rified. ‘It’s a ghost!’ they said, and cried out in fear.
Immediately Jesus spoke to them. ‘Have couragel It
isI. Don't be afraid™ (Max 14:23-27, HCSB).

I suppose one would have to have had near-death
experiences on the seas to be able v relate vo whar
Jesug’ disciples encountered on that night so long
ago. Having v engage in a struggle with “Mother
Nature® can at times be brutal enough; secing ghosts
besides would unnerve the bravest amongus. How-
ever, it would seem that very lictle assurance from
their Master was all it took v melt away their foel-
ings of terror: "Have courage! It isI. Don't be
afraid " No sooner did Peeer bear the assuring voice
of Jesus that he ashed that he, too, might wy his
hand at walking on stormy waters. As expected, his
Gvelings of dread scon cerurned as he found himself
sinking below the crashing waves. Only after being
pulled back into the safety of the boat did his anxi-
ety dissalve,

We have to wonder at times at the complexity of
the human mind—at how quickly we revert to
fear—even when Jesus bas told us to not be afraid.
Probably the bestillusoration of that is Jesus’ last
night with His disciples before His arrest in the gar-
den. At the beginning of Chapeer 14 of John's
Gospel, he quotes Jesus as telling His followers, “Let
not your heart be troubled" and proceeds v assure
them of mansions and His ceturn for them. Near the
end of the same chaprer, He again comforts them:

president’'s perspective

“Peace ] leave with you, my peace I give untoyou: ...
Letnotyour beart be troubled, neitherletit be
afraid” (John 14:27, KJV). It was not long afver this
that the authorities arrested Jesus, and again the dis-
ciples found themselves scantering in all directions—
fearing for their lives.

We are all challenged by frightful experiences
from time to time. We should expect it in a sin-in-
fested world. But what will it talee for us to put away
the fears that so often beset us? Thar cevurn to haunt
us time and again? Many times throughout the
Bible, God has ceminded His children, “Be not
afraid." My favourite passage is God’s assurances to
Joshua: “Haven't I commanded you: be stzong and
courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the
LORD your God is with you wherever you go®
(Josh. 1:9, HCSB). God has given us wonderful
promises, yet, we seem vo slip back into the cesspool
of fear. I believe there is only one thing chac will
malee the difference we all yearn for. John said it
well: “There is no fear in love; instead, perfectlove
drives out fear, ,,, The one who fears bas not reached
pexfecdon in love. We love bscanse He first loved us®
(1 John4:18, 19, HCSB).

Only as we take the time o be better acquainted
with the One who is love, can we truly come to love
as He does. And the more we love Him, the more
our faith in Bim will grow.
We will gain a greaser con-
fidence in His promises;
and fear will vanish away.

Talee time to know—mwo
really bnow—your God.

John Fournier is president of
the Moritime Conference.
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What’ the best remedy for an out-of-sorts heart? | mean, it
seems like my heart is causing me to stumbile into all sorts of sin
today. Heck, | even had to stop myself from calling one of my
friends names. | don't know what’s wrong today, but | don't like it

Yup, a good ol reboot might very well help your grumpy heart. Do not take
it literally, though—defibrillators are not induded in my list of expettise.
However, I've learned by experience that an extra shower {hey, there’s
nothing wrong with taking multiple showers in a day!) can help to lower
your irritability. Oftentimes I've taken a power nap to “reboot” after starting
off the day on the wrong foot. Taking a short break and leaving the house/
building/classroom for a 10-minute walk also helps. The list goes on.

Now, for the sin part of your question, there’s one simple and yet
effective remedy: Flee. Yes, fleeing from temptation will prevent you
from regretting your acts. Sometimes you are the temptation, though,
like when you are grumpy and irritable. If you can‘t handle a normal
conversation with your parents, or if seeing your siblings playing goofy
drives you nuts, or if your friend’s loud chewing gum drives you crazy, you
better remove yourself from that scenario before you say something that
can hurt your loved ones.

QOr, you can stick a Post-It note on your forehead that says “DANGER:
Handle With Care” m

Do you have a question for Pastor Joswé Sindhez? Email it to messengev@adventistea,




But the saints of the most High shall take
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for

C a fc ' Sh evel, even for ever and ever. —Daniel 7:18.

The amur catfish has long, whiskerlike barbels around Its mouth and lives In freshwater
streams and lakes in Japan and other parts of Asia, where it spends the day hidden in
caves or weedy swamps. At night, the amur catfish comes out of its hiding place and
gulps smaller fish, frogs, and insects, which it casches with its very large mouth.

A Japanese myth tells of a naughty giant catfish that lives in the mud under Japan’s
Islands, causing earthquakes whenever he can. Perhaps it's because of this myth that
some people believe catfish know when an earthquake is about to happen and that if
they could only read the signs that the catfish gives, they could forecast earthquakes.

Tammie Burak and her
family enjoy studying
and learning from God’s
creation. You can contact
her at tammieburak
@gmail.eom or follow

her blog at www.creation
cornerforkidsblogspot.ca.

Think abovt if. Do it/ L

With as many as 1,500 earthqjuakes recorded each God has given us some time to get to knaw Him so that
year in Japan—and that number is rising—it is we are ready when danger comes. Spend time each day
understandable that people would like to be able with Ged studying the Bible and praying, Ask Jesus to
to predict when earthquakes will happen sa that come into your heart and show you how to live for Him.
they can be prapared. The book of Déniel is 2 100- Study the baok of Daniel andlearn to pray as Daniel did.
percent accurate forecast of event#in planet earth.

The angel who talked with him told Daniel whan

Jesus would come, warned him of the suffering God's

people would go through, and tha, in the end. God

wﬁuldghﬁﬂl;pmpl,emeklngdhmfﬁff,. :




How beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him who brings good news,
who proclaims peace, who brings glod
tidings of good things, who prociaims
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God
reigns!"—Isaiah 52:7 NK\V
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AS | PEERED INTO A CLOUDY PARADISE onmy flight
vo Florence, a question lingered in my mind: What is
beawzy? Indeed, I suspect the same question resounded
in the thoughts of many other Burman University
Scholars students as we began a summer scudy course
titled “Beauty.”

Immersing ourselves inso various books on the
subject, we soon discovered that there is not just one




definition of beauty, but many. Hissoxically, it
has been associated with goodness and truth,
and has, more recendy, been considered
detached from the constructs of morality.
There is beauty in order, and beauty in chaos,
There is beauty in that to which we aspire,
and beauty in that with which we desire and
fall in love. There is beauty in that which we
fear—the beauty of the sublime, There is beauty
even in the tragic; there is beauty in death.
'With every newly introduced designation of
beauty, we began to ask ourselves not so much
What is beauty? but What is beanty to me?

Indeed, in the hustling cities and charming
countrysides of Italy and Greece, we learned
not only ghous beanty—we experienced it
Girsthand, From archeological museums to Knossos
Palace, to the ruins of Delphi, to the Parthenon,
we discovered and learned to appreciave ancient
conceptions of beauty, The eacavation sites of Pompeii
and Herculaneum were particulady poignant, depicting
the remains of the cities engulfed by the eruption of
Mount Vesuvius on August 24, AD 79. Gazing at
groupings of skelevons and the plaster casts made from
the cavities left by the victims’ bodies, we discovered
for ourselves the beauty of the tragic. We traced beauty
over the history of art, visiting numerous galleries, Some
personal favourites included Michelangelo’s Dazid in
Academia Gallery, Rembrandes self-portraits in the
Uffizi Gallery, Picasso’s work displayed in the Peggy
Guggenheim Collection, Van Gogh's Piesd in the
Vatican Museums, and of course, the Sistine Chapel.

Deeply insertwined with the history of art we akso
found beauty in the hissory of Christianity, Exploring
countless churches, we were moved, and sometimes
disturbed, by depictions of biblical sories and characters.
I will never forget the awe and gratitude I felt peering
into Michelangelo’s Pieth in Saint Pecer’s Basilica, my
eyes artentve o the depiction of Jesus and Mary, and
my ears to the weeping of another tourist touched by
the marble sculprure.

We discovered beauty ako in the little things—
savouring gelaso in Florence, Greek yogurt in Greece,
the brightly coloured buildings of Cinque Terre, the
canals of Venice, and the cobblestone tawers of San
Gimignano. We found beauty in people—in our group’s
@uwing friendships, in our accommodating hosts at
Villa Aurors, and in beggars on street corners.

Always with a cketchbook in hand, we translased our
favourite sights and experiencesinto line and shading,
Our goal was not so much to replicate what we saw, but
%0 learn how 10 see. Indeed, our study of beanty taught
us how to see both art and the wotld beyond ourselves.

(.00 R) Joraica Santuwn, Oreyumno Wolch, NUAT Lakarto-Wong: Malson Lakd,
Sandan Samthust?, and Medise Tvapp, bving hasch in San Glsigumne, ftaby.

Explained in one of the texts for our course, "Beauty,
which draws us forward without assurance of success ...
[is] a call to look attentively at the wozld and see how
little we see.” Thus, we learned to appreciate beauty
both for its aesthetic value and its ability so lead one
away from self-centred ignarance,

Such sentimenss are not wholly new to Advendism
but resonate with writings foundational so our church.
Describing John the Baptizer's search for and recogpition
of Jesus, Ellen Whise wrives, “He looleed upon the King
in His beauty, and self was focgotten.™ Thus, the question
emerges: Where might we find such a beauty? The King’s
beauty, I would argue, is accessible largely through the
Bible and common facets of Adventism, but it is not
limited to such boundaries. Is the King’s beauty not any
beauty that speaks of His love? Indeed, it was through
my experiences lilse chat with Michelangelo’s Pies that
Imore fully comprehended such love. Likewise, it was
by recognizing beauty in the tragic—in the ruins of
Pompeii and Herculaneum, and in sreet corner beggars,
that I was compelled to share Christ's love.

The warld in Italy and Greece—of art, history, and
beauty—is only the beginning of my discoveries. There
is much more beauty to be recognized and an abundance
of beauty %0 be shared. Do we not have eyes to see the
beauty for which we should be thankful and the beauty
of those in need? Do we not have hearts to rejoice wich
those who rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn?
Do we not have feet to carry us to the people mostin
need of Godis love? Let us not be ignorant of the wordd,
or fearful of being in it, May we as a people and asa
church be miniseers of a beauty through which the love
of our Saviour is made nown. m

Taylor Lokusto-Wong Is a third-year
biology major at Burman University.

1 Almander Nehamas, Only A Promise of Happingas The Ploce of 8eawty in @ World of Art (Princeton, NU: Princetan University Prass, 2010), 131.
2The Desire of Ages, p. 103.
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Where Are
They Now

Eabertand Bebortn Sdeader

Messangar: Toll me about your
childbood.

Robart Schafer: Living on the old
Woodbend Farm near Edmonton on

the Narth Saskaschewan River witch 12
siblings meant a lot of busyness, a little
bit of boisterousness, and many chores.
My father died when I was three years
old, and Mother was ready to give birth
1o the last child in a couple of weeks. She
became my only rue mentor and auchority
for my younglife. It would be the chores
that occupied my hands and time during
these formative years. Daily, they stareed
early in the moming, fallowed by a walk
of two miles % school and back. And
then agsin chores had v be done. Sixteen
years of home life set the foundation for
who I was as a Christian young man and
a member of the Schafer family,

M Whas was the most significans influence
of your mother on your kife?

R: Mother was a strong and conservative
woman. Her saength was temperad with
a gentle hand, and we children linew our
limits, Moming and evening we could
always plan to have family worships, Love
in our home was not mushy but principled

and honourable,

August 2015

Messenger catches up with former

leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist

Church in Canada. In this issue we
talk with Robert Schafer.

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch,

M: Your mother was a firm believer in
Adventist edncation. Please explain,

R: Eight of us children went 0 CUC
[now Burman University]. Mother
touched the lives of many students,
When I was in Montreal some years ago,
a geneleman asled me, “Do you know
Gramma Schafer?” He went on so talk
about my mom providing his family with
a place to stay, charing fresh and canned
veggies, and showing them how o grow
a garden. That was my mother to many
of the young people at CUC. She never
expected any praise for her love for others,
but the school honoured her by dedicating
the music room and planting a coniferous

tree in her name.

M: Yowur life of service has been voried in
scope. Please ontiime where you served and
in what capacity.

R: My first assignment was teaching
school in Lethbridge, Alta. From there I
tanght in a number of schools, including
St. Johns, Nfid. I taught in Williams Lake,
Grandview Flars, Vernon, and Okanagan
Adventist Academy in British Columbia,
In most of these schools I also served asche
principal, In the Manitoba-Saskatchcwan
Conference I served as the superintendent
of aducation for seven years, My pastoring
minisay ok me to a districe of three
churches—Dawson Creek, Ft, St. John,

Messenger Staff Writer.

and Cherwynd, then to New Westminger
and Orchard Ciry in B.C. In AlbersaI
pastored at Edmonton South and Sytvan
Labe. I was dean of men for one year at
Kingsway College. I was president of the
Maritime Conference for three years.
Administration was something I enjayed
in all aspects of my work,

M As you refloct on your life of service,
what would you say to young people today?
R: Oh, my! Ifyou belicve Jesus is coming
soon, find your place in His service, If you
are going to be a plumber, be a plumber
for Him. Or a business woman, a teacher,
or whatever workplace experience, be His
witness in your calling.

M Tell me about your family.

R: I married my CUC sweethearr,
Roberta Canes, That was 56 yearsago,
We are so blessed 1o have three children,
Shandra (Dave) Jamieson, Brent (Lan),
and Terrence (Julie). We have seven
grandchildren. Robersa worled litde
outside thehome, Her gifts were being
a wonderful mother, and her joy was
being in ministry with her husband.

M: Where ave you now and what do you
enjoy doing?

R: Roberta and I reside in Lacombe,

Alta. I enjoy gardening, cooking, and
canning. W




ne bright and sunny summer day, I set out on
an unusual yet vital mission: to dsive out into
the farmlands of Albertas west country so
arrange a rather unique donation, The streets
| oftown gave way to the highway and then to
long, straight paved roads that cut through the landscape of vast
green crops and pastures dotted with cattde and large machines;
modest brick farmhouses and long, low outbuildings; barns
bearing family names dwarfed by mwering silos. Afeer many miles
and tumns I spoteed them in the distance—five tall steel grain
bins, all in a row, with the majestic Rockies in the background.

I was back at Charlie and Marie's farm (sse Cassadian Adventist
Massenger, June issue, page 11). Advanced in years, this couple
was in the process of unwinding thcir family farm, working closely
with their farm spedalist in the dissolution of their asscts. They
had already donatsd some of the farm’s machinery to the coaference,
and now they had consacted me 10 arrange theirlatest planned
gift—these grain bins, They had done the right thing, as it is very
imporsant to get professional and legal advice before arranging
the donation of anythingin one’s estate/financial planning,

I pulled up to the gaved area and climbed out of the car o
the soft flapping sound of birds flying overhead. The creaking
door of the first bin broke the peaczful silence, as did the noise
that erupted from inside a splie-second [aser when a flock of
saardsd Swrlings, which had gathered inside the bin 1o feast on
the grain remnants, flew suddenly and swifdy up and out through
the top of the bin. When Ilooked up, I noticed that a missing
bhatch had providad them easy acoess 10 their feast. The door latch
was broleen, and there were bird droppings everywhere, From
ground level I checked each bin as carefully and as thoroughly
as I could, making aoses and waking phosographs along the way.

With the Rockies in my rearvicw mirror, I drove back to the
offfice to prepare a Donor Report! for Charlie and Marie. The

ing week, I spoke with Charlie and Marie about my findings.
I suggested they have all of the bins professionally inspecwd,
propely cleaned, replace three missing hatches, and consact a
professional appraiser to dewrmine their fair ma thet vahue® before
selling the bins at auction. Charlie and Marie agreed so pay for
the cleaning and repairs, as well as the appraisal and auction fees,
as they wansed to get the highest value possible for the bins,
Once all the terms of their gift were agreed upon, Charlie and
Marie and the coaference vice-president of finance signed a Gift
Agreement, and the coaference provided a charitable tax receipt
to Charlie and Marie for the fair marlaet value of the bins, The
bins were then sold at an onsite auction,

The unusual errand that toak me on a scenic drive that sunny
summer day ended with Chadie and Marie gifting $32,250 to
their elementary school’s Technalogy Fund. Charlie and Maric’s
unique brand of giving is an inspiration to the rest of us who want
to malee a difference but don't know how. The ways in which
we can give to our church, community, and institutions are as
broad, vast—and, in their own way, beautiful—as the fields and
pastures of Albersa’s west country. m

Frances Chant is a retired planned giving director.

' Althaugh not required by law, a Oonar Repart can form part of a Gt Agreement.
2The Canada Revenue Agency Charftfes Directorate requires the chartty to ensure that the fair market value
is documented: otherwise the agency cannct lssue a charitable tax reselpt. Alsa, the agency does not require
an appraisal by a third party but strongly recammends it when the value of the gift exrzeds $1,000. August 2015 n
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world

n the beart of Kenya, Africa’s beaudiful sea counary, sits a

primary school with a special Canadian cannaction, Ikonge

Primary School is bursting at the seams; more children are
enrolling than the classrooms can handle.

With 800-plus students, education in that area has seen an
improvement, thanks to the efforts of A Better World Canada
volunteers Sandi and Michael Gouchie, who sponsored the
construction of four elassrooms and eight toilets,

In March, the couple from I.acombe, Alta., amended the
classrooms’ grand opening in front of a sea of students, their
families, and community membess. It marlesd a special day for
the Gouchics and for A Better World Canada, a Central Alberta-
based insernational development organization formed 25 years
ago by Eric Rajah and Brian Leavitt under the umbrella of
Lacombe's College Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church

Sandi and Michael first eravellsd with A Better World Canada
along with their four daughsers in March of 2007. From that
experience, they have been inspired to help by sponsaring surgeries,
becoming involved in a micro-financing project, and encouraging
family, friends, and area residents to make che trip and fund
other projects. When they first heard of the challenges facing
the Ikonge school, which included deteriorating buildings, lack
of classroom space, and a shormage of toilets, they knew they
had found their nexc project.

As project liaison, Sandi ceccived tegular updates from
David Omaganda, the Kenyan project manager. Duringtheir
trip, they thanled David and his team for a job well done.

With this part of the project successfully complesed and the
good relationship they had built with Omaganda, the Gouchies
were ready %o begin Phase 2, a set of four toiless each for the
boys and girls.

“The current ones are old and in very bad shape and they
lack any kind of ventilation,” said Sandi. “With the toilets

August 2015

Kenya school receives
hand up from A Better World

A Better
Worldcanada
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3 ir;m-imium—myhhhhﬁm
speuing orl sbratiens wt lkenge Prinary $deool In Mards.

located so close to the classtooms this has become an issue. Add
to that the lack of toilees for the number of students amending
this school and the problems have compounded.”

A washing ssadion will be in each set of washrooms. This
will go a long way in promoting better hygiene, which supports
better health. Healthy students have regular aceendance and the
ability to excel in their studies.

“We are always searching for how we can best help within
the A Bemser World Canada organimrion,” said Michael.

‘The couple has mavelled to Kenya five times and once to
Peru since 2007.

“The more trips you go on, the more relationships you build
along the way said Sandi.

The Gouchies were becoming more attuned to the aeeds of
others, not only in their local community but also globally, and
realized that their community of care now extended to people
€rom all over the world, which, they feel, makes chem betser
world citizens, That is something they are eager to share with
their children.

*You go with the idea of making a difference in their lives
and I belicve it may have made a bigger difference in ours;” said
Sandi.

For Michael, germring involvad in charity work is a necessity.
“It’s the absolute responsibility of lncky people to help unlucky
people,” said Michael

Sandi added, "By no control of mine was I born in Central
Alberws, one of the richest places to live filled with endless
opportunity. The same day I was born, another child was born
in Kenya, where life would be a struggle. We have a cespansibility
%0 the rest of the world" m

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is a freelance writer for newspapers.

> > To support this program, please son tact esajah@abwaanada.org. < <




*Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be
straight before you. Ponder the path of your feet; then all
your ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your

foot away from evil* (Prov, 4:25-27, ESV).

%7'6 o o
dtracted!

eople seem to be very interested in their own
laps, Have you noticed? Folks are always looking
down at the small screen buried between their knees

instead of making eye contact with others, Have you
observed that couples will often sit in a cestaurant
reading their phones instead of sharing in conversation
with each other? What has bappened? Our culture is
one that is so easily disoracd.

Recentdy, the Utah Valley University creatsd a special
“slow lane” for students who are texting and walking, I
must admit that I, s00, am guilty of this behaviour. The
other day I almost walked into a wall because I was so
consumed with my phone messages.

When we get distracmd, we easily lose focus and
direction, The aposte Paul reminded us to stay focused:
“I press on soward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus® {Prov.
3:14, NIV).

Itis easy vo get distraceed. I believe this is one of
Satan’s ploys to take us off our mission, Think about the
disacdons the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the
Christan church at large have been consumed with of
lase. The discussions about women's ordination, gay
marriage, and a liveral seven-day creation have disbursed
us from our concerved effarts of sbaring the loving story
of Jesus. We are reminded again in Proverbs to brep our
eyes on what's important: “Let your eyes look directly
forward, and your gaze be straight before you, Ponder
the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure. Do

not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot
away from evil" (Prov. 4:25-27, ESV).

This summer my mailbox has been littered with
baoks written to sway my beliefs on many theologjcal
and ideological subjecss that have pervadad the Adventist
culture, T have wondered who is spending this kind of
money and time on these projects rather than spending
those same resources on telling the lost world about a
loving Saviour,

How distraceed is your church board? Whar do you
spend your time discussing? The church manual reminds
us that the number one role of the board is evangelism.
‘When was the last time your church board and elders
developed a strategy to ceach the lost people in your
community? Isaiah 10:12 reminds us %o walk, love, and
serve in His way.

The Great Commission and Great Commandment
have not lost their power, These are the most valuable
direcdves our church must focus on. Let's gaze upward
and finish the work. B

Kumar Odélt is the pastor of Oakridge Adventist Church
in Vancouvey, B.C Meis the aut hor of Branded Faith:
Contextializing the Gospel in a Past-Secular World.
You con follow him on Twitter @kumardixit.
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A New Season

Woerds by God —Eecleslastes 3:2-4, NIV

The book of Ecclesiastes says that there is a time and a season
for everything in life. "A time to plant and a time to uproot ...
a time to weep and a time to laugh®{3:2-4, NIV).

For some, that change may come in the prospects of
what to do after college, in new seasons of employment or
job loss, in trial or victory. In all the seasons of life you may
face, you will never be stuck in that same place for lang.
Our lives are constantly changing and ebbing and flowing
like the tides, because life Is never still and neither is our
faith. Our faith is never stagnant; it is always growing closer
or further from the trusting relationship we have with Him.

Imagine you are following a long read around a mountain.
You pass one challenging point on the map, and as you climh
the next stretch of road, the same guestion of trust comes
into view but from a different side you never experienced
befare. Our faith and confidence can be tested during points
of our journey where we have to leam how to trust God
in each situation. We know God has been able to help us
through all the other roadblocks along the way, but somehow
we worry that it will not work out this time.

Even the psalmist David had some doubts that God might
not deliver him in his time of need though he had seen the
power of God through different seasons of his life. He needed
the assurance that the same God who saved him in the past
would still have his back.*The Lord will fulfill His purpose
for me; your love, O Lord, endures forever—do not abandon
the works of your hand” {Psalm 138:8, NIV 1984). Do we
question, “Maybe this time it won’t be enough,’and our
faith turns from steadily growing to fading with fear? The
truth is God has not changed; we have in our confidence

9

with Tia

Watch ““He Said” by Group 1 Crew on YouTube:
http://goo.gl/At7I2n

that He is more than sufficient to handle the joumney, no
matter what comes our way.

It Is not the changes In Itfe that define who we are but how
we handle those changes that shape who we will become.
Do we let the unknown overpower our hearts into fear, or
do we approach it with the knowledge and trust in who we
know our Lord to be and the evidence of all He has done in
the past?

The same God who has been with us through all of life’s
twists and tums is the very same God who is holding out
His hand now, asking us ta trust Him in the things yet to
aome. “Being confident of this, He who began a good work
1n [us] will carry it on until completion® {Phil. 1:6, NIV). He
promises to be with us on all of life’s Journeys. He did not
bring us this far to leave us stranded where we are. No,
Instead our loving Lord has amazing adventures ahead of
us. All we have to do Is trust Him, even when we can't see
what's around the bend.

Let our prayer be, “Teach me your way, Lord, that | may
rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that
| may fear your hame ... For the Lord Is good and his love
endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all
generations” (Psalm 86:11; 100:5, NIV).

God has notgiven us afear of the future, because we know
that our future and the plans He has in store are safely held
In His hands. Though life may change faster than the changing
seasons, our heavenly Father Is as steadfast and faithful as
He has ever been. Wekiome to a new season of trust. m

Be Blessed

Tia Lawrence is 20 years old. Sheis a member of
the Comaox Adventist Church on Vancouver island.
Tia’s blog—refreshwithtio.com




Intercessory Prayer

, God will hear the prayers of those whose hearts are
right before Him on behalf of those whose hearts are not.

he Lord called me to insercessory prayer many years ago, but I did not
recognize itrightaway.

I had a brother with a smoking habit and was impressed to pray
that he would find smoking so diswaseeful that he would quit, A couple of
months later, when I was talking with my mother, she told me that he was
not smoking anymore bscanse he would sart getting sick every time he lit
a cigarceee! That was my first real answer to intercessory prayer, and a very
exciting one for me, but I was not yet at the place, spiritually, where I began
looking for people to pray for.

A number of times in the years to fallow, I was prompted so pray for
others but always thought, What would I pray for? They seem tv be doing OK,
50 why showld I? and brushed it off. A few more years larer those same people
were in dire sitnations spiritually, and I realized that had I underssood those
prompts so prayer and prayed for these individuals, perhaps they would have
been fartified against the tempations that now were averwbelming them
and dragging them down. How I wished ...

It was then that I began so pray in earnest for them and others along
the way as the Lord brought them to my mind, or as situations arose that
obviously required prayer support.

There were times along the way that I woadered if there was much
benefit in it, especially when I first started, but reading about Job and how
God told Job’s “friends” that He would hear Job's peayers for their sins (see
Job 42) showed me that God will hear the prayers of those whose hearts are
right before Him on behalf of those whose hearts are not. Whar wonderful
encouragement!

Does it work? It certainly does! I like to find a few promises so claim on
behalf of those for whom I am praying. God's Word has creative power, so
if He says it, it is—even if it appears not so be! I can guarantee the results,
because I am praying within His will, and He has said He will doit! I don't
need to be able to understand how it will happen, becanse God's ways are
beyond mortal understanding. All T need to do is believe that if He says He
will, I can consider it done, no matter what it ist

Just o whet your appetite: A number of years ago my prayer partners and
I began praying for non-Adventist pastors who are apen/locking for wuth.
Within a year one such pastor was baptized and joined the Adventist faith,
and about half a year laver another one was added as welll We also have
scvera) who have begun keeping the Sabbath while still ministering to their
congregations on Sundays! We did not even pray for specific names, just in
genesal, not knowing whom God would bring!

Are you called to a ministry of intercessory prayer? Has God placed a
burden on your heart for someone’s salvacion? Every tempeation to worry,
criticize, or gossip is a call to intercessory prayer. Why not begin and see
what He will do? m

Ema McCann is a member of the Fox Point
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Hubbords, N.S.
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ADRA helped‘mgln 30 ks.

CONSTANTINE'S GARDEN MIGHT BE DESCRIBED AS A
SMALL PLANTATION. It is teeming with avocados, guava, tree
tomatoes, bananas, and other fruiss.

Amaranth, a leafy green vegemble also lanown as dodo in
Rwandaand callaloe in the Caribbean, shares space with green
pepperss and carrots in a practice known as intensive gardening.

There are oval beds, crescent-shaped beds, sunlaen gardens,
three-tiered , gardens created in an old tire. Almost every
foot of Constantine's yard is dedicated to growing food. Thisis
her favourite place, and you can ofen find her there pulling
weeds, watering, and i

As she stands smiling in the midst of the lush greenery, she is
a picture of health and happiness, Constantine is a farmer in the
Kayonaa Distict of Rwanda. She is married and has seven childsen.

But two and a half years ago she was living a very different
life. In February 2013 Constantine weighed 40 kilograms (88
pounds), Her children were malnourished, She would work for
food when she could. Her house often lacked oil, soap, and other
necasities. Her husband worlsed as a security guard, but his
income was not enough to support the seven members of their
family, In the dry season they often went without enough to eat.

Their cirumsaances were strained further by the addition of
ber HIV-positive sisver and her children.

Thousands of miles away, the Canadian government had
asleed for proposals from aid agencies to help the people of
Rwanda. ADRA Canada heasd the call and quickly put together
a plan to help families, orphans, and vulnerable children who
had been affecsed by AIDS.
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Constantine was chosen to participate in the Learning
Environmental Adaption for Food Securiry (LEAF) project.
The project aimed w help 6,080 families fight hunger by
teaching them how to grow nutritious fruits and vegesables,

It has been over a year since the end of the ADRA mainingy.
Consmantine is now teaching others the techniques sheleamed
from ADRA, induding arganic pest management, permaculture,
and rainwater harvesting.

She has used the hygiene, sanitation, and nutritional lessons
to improve the health of her family. Her children are no longer
malnourished. She has gained 30 kilograms (66 pounds) from
the food produced by her garden.

She is now able to produce more food than her family needs.
The income she earns from the extra food is used to pay the
tuition fees of her children and to ensure that she no longer
runs out of household supplies such as oil.

Sadly, Coastantine's sister passed away last year, However,
her children no longer have to go hungry. Constantine is already
teaching all of the children how to tend the garden and how to
cat properdy.

“Thank you very much for dhinking of us, for bainging us new
techniques lilee pezmaculpure to improve our lives,” says Coastantine.

Your gencraus suppoct of ADRA Canada's development projects
have life-changing ouscomes for families like Constantine’s, m

Sharmilla Reid is the director of @

donor relations at ADRA Conadoa.  A\] DA
Canada




“"What counts in life
is not the mere fact
that we have lived.
It is what difference
we have made to the
lives of others that
will determine the
significance of the

life we lead.”
Nelson Mandela

H’-“ ¢ Saflde e i4 - —‘:‘J:..E_“, g0 dey
Bi i A o ot Sl

' Glfts to ADRA Canada make a difference. ADRA is the Seventh day Adventlst Church’s
official humanitarian outreach agency. Each year, millions of people are shown the love
of Christ through our ministry. Including ADRA Canada in your will is one of the most
significant things you can do to help serve those in poverty and distress. It is a simple
action with a profound impact; an action that will change lives forever.

For more information, please visit www.adra.ca/wills. Give the gift of hope.

1%)RA 20 Robert St W Newcastle, ON L18 1C6
(Canada 1-888-274-2372 | www.adra.ca | sharmilla.reid@adra.ca
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4 The problem with equality is
that it can easily morph into a
*super right” dwarfing all others.

Haunted by National Values

Cver sinee the Supreme Court of Canada released its
Layala High Schaol decision,' | have been haunted by the
words of Justice Abella. Now, my suspicions may be overstated.
1 may be reading into Abella’s statement things that are not
there. But then again, maybe my “spidey senses”are for real. |
dont know—at least not yet. More cases will have to be heard
before | know for sure.

Before i share with you what Justice Abella said and why it
bothers me so, first et us review what the case was about.The
case came about beause the Quebec government insisted that
Montreal’s Loyola High School, a privateCatholic school, be
“neutral” in beaching the Ethics and Religious Culture curriculum.
That is a very difficult and imposing obligation for a religious
school that exists to pass on a religious faith; it simply could
not be neutral in the manner that the government expectad.
Loyola asked for an exemption. The Quebec government refused
and demanded the school be "non-confessional”in teaching
the course. The Supreme Court agreed with Loyola that the
Quebec government went too far In refusing to accommodate
the school's request for an esemption.

During the hearing of the case in Ottawa, Justice Abella
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asked Loyola’s lawyer some very interesting questions: “In
other words, is any religion's view of its own ethical framework
to be held to be secure fiom the obligation to taach this course?
Does It matter, for instance, if the particular religion feaches an
ethical framework which contradicts what we have said about
the Charter, If it has views that are fundamentally opposed to
what we consider national values?™"

National values. What does the state do, Justice Abella
wanted to know, If a religion teaches an ethical framework
that contradicts what the Court has said about the Charter?
What if the religlous community has views that are fundamentally
opposed” to the “natlonal values?” During the hearing i did
not hear Justise Abella say what those values were. However,
what came to my mind were such things as equality. | mention
equality because that seems to be the crying mantra today in
many circles and lies at the heart of groups that want to take
away the right of religious communities to “discriminate® on
their admissions policies. The problem with equality is that
it can easily morph into a“super right” dwarfing all others.
However, for now the Supreme Court has held that no right
can dominate other rights.




Multiculturalism was another concept | thought of that day.

After all, Section 27 of the Charter enshrines the concept. The
Charter is to“be interpreted in a manner consistent with the
preservation and enhancement of the multicultural heritage
of Canadians.” Certainly, that is one of the national values.

Certainly, one national value that | felt was important was
the rule of law. Without the rule of law, everything else fails.
The rule of law is an ancient principle that means no one is
above or below the law—all of us are subject to the law, even
the Queen. Surely, this concept is a very basic requirement, so |
thought it to be among the “national values.”

Well, when the Loyola decision was finally given (about a
year after that hearing in Ottawa), we discovered what those
national values were. Here is what Justice Abella stated:

[47] These shared values—equality, human rights
and democracy—are values the state always has a
legitimate interest in promoting and protecting. They
enhance the conditions for integration and points
of civic solidarity by helping connect us despite our
differences. ... This is what makes pluralism work. ...
“[a]l multicultural multireligious society can only work
... if people of all groups understand and tolerate
each other’”... Religious freedom must therefore be
understood in the context of a secular, multicultural,
and democratic society with a strong interest in
protecting dignity and diversity, promoting equality,
and ensuring the vitality of a common belief in
human rights.

[48] The state, therefore, has a legitimate interest
in ensuring that students in all schools are capable,
as adults, of conducting themselves with openness
and respect as they confront cultural and religious
differences. A pluralist, multicultural democracy
depends on the capacity of its citiaens “to engage
in thoughtful and inclusive forms of deliberation
amidst, and enriched by," different religious world-
views and practices...."

The national values, therefore, are wrapped up in “equality,
human rights, and demacracy” and “a common belief in human
rights”What exactly we are to make of these national values
will become clear as the Court decides more cases. However,
we can see that the Court is very much interested in ensuring
that children of religious communities fully understand these
national values with “openness and respect” as they confront
differences.

One does not have to think too hard to find scenarios in

which national values may be at odds with long-held and
long-understood religious norms. Especially when we consider
the struggle that religious communities face when hiring or
firing individuals who do not share their religious norms—
will the national values of “equality” and “human rights” force
such communities to hire those who no longer believe as the
religious employer? While there are exemptions for religious
communities in human rights legislation, we have seen the
courts narrow those exemptions considerably.

For Justice Abella, these values enhance “integration”
and “civic solidarity”by ensuring that we connect despite our
differences. There can be no doubtthat a multicultural society
needs to have means of creating a civic understanding of our
mutual responsibilities. Certainly, the Christian community
must ensure that they are treating everyone with the utmost
of respect. Religious communities, by their nature, tend to be
absolutist in their truth claims—as Loyola demonstrated. That
is increasingly coming under scrutiny by a very secular society
that is becoming more intolerant of difference.

If by national values we mean that we respect one another,
even though we all subscribe to mutually exclusive religious
understandings, then | think the concept has muchtooffer.
Obviously, we want to get along with our neighbours; it is a
biblical imperative. We owe it to our Lord, to our communities,
and to our country to ensure that we are law-abiding and
respectful people. If, however, it is meant to homogeniae us
so that we can never make distinctions on our core issues
of morality, then that will be problematic. On matters of
morality and ethics, which is what confronted Loyola, religious
communities are loathe to give up ground to just get along.

We can be very thankful that in Loyola the Supreme Court
was willing to allow Loyola High School space to be true to
who they are. However, the notions of national values that we
must all abide by give me cause for concern. | am concerned
because right now they are not specific but vague; it all sounds
good, but | am unclear; | want more definition to understand
how it is operationalized in my local church, my local religious
school, and my local religious institution. | am optimistically
cautious (not meant to be an oxymoron) that the law will
continue to allow religious communities to practise their faith
without fear or hindrance. But | am unsure.

That is why | am haunted by“national values” m

Barry W. Bussey isvice-president of Legal Affairs
at the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.
You can read his blog at www.lawandreligion.ca.

i Loyola High School v. Quebec {Attorney General), 2015 SCC 12 {CanLIl), <http://canlii.ca/t/ggrhf> retrieved on 2015-04-23.
i Loyola High School v. Quebac {Attorey General) Transcription, Manday, March 24,2014, StenaTran, p. 7.lines 16-22.

iii Loyola High School v. Quebec {Attorney General), 2015 SCC 12.
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he foods we enjoy cover a wide cange of styles and tastes,
some from our upbringing and others that we have had
the opportunity to sample, Around the world each culture
has its own combination of herbs and sp'ices chat malees the food
unique to that culaire. We love %o experiment with the different
flavours and combine them in new ways to create food that our
family enjoys. The seasoning is what makes food taste great,
regardless of whether or not animal products are used.

As all parents know, it can sometimes be challenging to get our
kids to cat their vegetables, We have found that for our family,
making vegetables taste great overcomes that challenge. This
recipe is one thatsook Ben from hating cauliflower v loving
it. He loves this recipe and is now willing to eat cauliflower in
many different ways. For this recipe any canliflower will work,
but when we have the opportunity, we lilee to use different
colours of cauliflower to malee itlook amazing. m

Keith and Cheryi Chant, along with their son 8en, enjoy baking,

cooking, and experimenting with flavours and reeipes.
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Sesame-Glazed
Cauliflower Wings

INGREDIENTS {WINGS):
& cups cauliflower florets
Y cup flour
1 tsp garlic powder
1 cup almond milk

INGREDIENTS (SAUCE):
W cup soy sauce
2 tbsp agave syrup
14 thsp fresh ginger, finely chopped
1 tbsp sesame oil
2 thsp rice vinegar
1 tbsp toasted sesame seeds

1 green onion, sliced

INSTRUCTIONS:

» Mix sauce ingredients and set aside.

« Combine the flour, garlic, and milk In a bowl
and mix until smeoth. Add cauliflower and
toss to coat.

» Put battered cauliflower Into greased 9°x 13"
baking dish.

» Bake at 450 degrees for 20 minutes {caull-
flower should just be starting to get tender).

* Paur sauce over the cauliflower and gently
toss o coat. Bake for 5 minutes.

* Mix cauliflower, ensuring everything is
coated. Bake for an additional 5 minutes.

» Remove from oven and transfer cauliflower
to serving dish. Serve.




voar / on the road

Truly my soul findss rest in God; my salvation comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation;
he is my fortress, | will never be shaken, —Psalm 62:1, 2, NIV

A LISTENER’S LETTER

tamazes me how God reaches each lissener through our stadion,

People have different wstes and receive blessings fiom things
that may not necessarily be someonc else’s proverbial cup of
(herbal) tea.

When it comes so things of the gospel, one size maynot, in
face, fit all, However, God knows each of our needs and how to
reach us. For inssance, He dealt with Abcaham, Elijah, Joshua,
Mases, David, Miriam, Gidean, Petrr, Jacob, and Paul so differently.

He is a true craftsman creator, not a mass producer, He speaks
to us individually, personally. Although each listener leser o
VOAR is different, the final blessings are the same,

Bell Satellise Listener, Channel 950:

day. You play so many of my favourite songs. Sometimes |
feel as if you've taNored It just for me. Thank you, dear friends,

Good Momning VOAR Staff, for providing this station.

1just want you to know what a blessing your channel is to 1live on Grand Manon and am pleased to support your

me. | am a widow after [being married] 42 years, and this work. I will be forwarding o cheque as | feel fed, trusting
channel has become my comfort.... God is blessing me each God will greatly bless your progroms.

day through you. | am a Christian of Baptist upbringing in His name until He comes, Lynda m

and ! love the sermons of Charles Stanley, Foaus on the

Family, and others. | really enjoy your station. | listen every Sherry Griffin is station manager for VOAR.

ONTHE If someone told you that God is dead,
ROAD WITH | whatwould you tell him or her?

B C Cl{}] ATTHEBOWMANVILLECHURCHIN ONTARIO.

Drusdilla Shirley: “MyGod is alive and well and living in me.”

Patrlda Meelss: “You are wrong. He Is all around us In nature and beauty”

Arthur von Gunten: “Impossible. Without God’s guidance, things around us
would not be sontrolled”

Ken Allison: “You are either misinformed or you are lying!
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The 60"1 General Conference (GC) Session was held from July 2-11, meeting for the first
time in San Antonio, Tex. During those 10 days, tens of thousands of Adventists from
areund the world came together to hear reports of how the workis carrying on in ather
. teglons of the world, discover supporting minlstries of the church, and particpate In
! many of the andllary activities taking place in the San Antonio area. Over 2,500 delegates
were also selected to hear reports, elect world church leaders, and vote on warld
church policies.

DELEGATE BUSINESS

The Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada (SDACC) sent 20 delegates to represent
our union, Three were ex-officio delegates to the GC, nine were acministrative delegates
autamatically elected by virtue of thelr positian, such as conference presidents and
SDACC administration, and eight were selected fram among denominational employees
and lay members whao also evenly represented each conference and a diversity of

d ethnicities and genders.

Business meetings were held twice each weekday in the Alamodome, during which
delegates debated and voted on business items such as proposed amendments to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual, updating wording to the Twenty-eight Fundamental

- Beliefs, and the official stance on the ordination of women in ministry. Though only
delegates were allowed to officially speak and vote, all visitors were able to observe
the buslness sesslons fram the stands of the audttarlum.

RE-ELECTED AND RETIRING CHURCH LEADERS

Another durty of delegates was to elact General Conference officers, department
directors, and associate directars; and division officers, based on recommendations
from nominating cammittees, Ted Wilsan was re-elected as GC president for ancther
five-year term amid averwhelming support.
Dan Jackson, a native Canadian, was also re-elected to the office of the president
for the North American Division (NAD). Prior to serving at the NAD, Jackson, an alumnus
b ofCanadian Union College (now Burman University), was the president of the Seventh-
W0 day Adventist Church in Canada from 2002-2010.
' In ather news, two notable Canadians who had been serving at the General
Conference, Orville Parchment and Bob Lemon, both announced their retirements
! from setvice shortly befare the GC session. Parchment servad as president of the
Photo mdm m"nwnm MNAD SDACC from 1994-2001, and moved ta the GC as assistant to the president in 2003.
3 Leman has served as treasurer for the GC since 2002.

' CANADIANS [N CONCERT
A5|de from afficial SDACC delegates, a number of Canadians travelled to San Antonio
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Lavwy Corkurm and his mether, Celest Corlum., - Atraditional fan dance,
Phota credit: Stan Jensen = Phata credit: Bryant Taylor/NAD

-

- e




‘?, '
—
o

].

Ao T e

Jsanand Oreille Pardument. ' /A vitiami ok naand,
Phate aedit: Rehann Wellington/NAD < Phete credit: Rahann Wallingten/NAD 53
to participate in various musical presentations occurring throughout the session. g - AR
Pam Lister, director of Quiet Hour Canada, was interviewed on air by Hope Channel ? - ,?/-;* ‘-; A é‘ . ;
on their [ive stage In the exhibit hall. A church choir from Red Deer, Alta, performed p VERT inter-American Dhvision.
three sangs on the Mission Spotfight stage in the exhibit hall. The Chitan famnily from it _© e E-h;'tf.f'-"-’d'-t Rahisnc iielington AR
. Whitby, Ont, sang at a Chapel Music concert in the Lila Cackrell Theater. They also sang i

* afew impromptu songs at an NAD meeting, to great applause.

EXHIBIT HALL

At every General Conference session, the place ta see and be seen is the exhibit hall,
and this year was no different. The Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, which is
within walking distance of the Alamodome in San Antonlo, featured same 600 hooths
in 100,000 square feet. Organizations large and small from all over the world shared the
tools, resources, and publications they affer as ministries of the church,

A tour around the exhibit hall was like taking a tour around the world. Displays from
each of the denomination’ 13 divisions were impressive and informative. Visitars had
pppartunities ta travel through time and space ta take plctures with histarical figures of
Adventism and exhibitors dressed in traditional attire from areund the globe.

SDACC entities ADRA Canada, Burman University, and It Is Written Canada also

resented appealing displays. ADRA Canada executive director Jarnes Astleford proud  Borma nad Ban Jndisen,
=] Ehared the vfoek thatg ADR?R ()'.’:nada is doing around the waorld, complete with a mir?laturely HAE SRS o BN TR
madel of a Cambodian village that partrays thelr most common projects. Burman
University’s booth was popular with both young and old, as the exhibit also boasted a
. miniature model of the university campus that was hand-built with over 26,000 Lego
bricks. There was nothing small about the [t Is Written Canada booth, which distributed
literature on the gospel message that they are sharing to Canada and the world.

FEELING PROUD

The sodal media buzz surrcunding this session reached a record high. Several hashtags
were used by those attending and those watching from afar, and some, such as #GCSA15,
gven trended on Twitter. The day after the session officially ended, when many had their
first chance to take a breath and reflect, a new hashtag began to emerge, #FeelingProud.

Exhibit halls and business sessions aside, the true appeal of the General Conference
session is the reminder that we are members of a worldwide church. Despite differences
In language and culture, over 18 milllion people all over the globe are unlted In love,
serve the same God, and believe In the same truths. For these fortunate engugh to
spend any length of time at a GC session, this global unity is truly awe-inspiring. And
that is worth celebrating. m

3 ', Aimee Perez js the Canadian Adventist Messenger secretary and a staff writer,

SEVENTH- DAY AUVENTISTS |

_ ' R
. tulnslngntlklhmln-e. AN 4
Photo credit: Rohann Wellingtan/NAD \ Photo credit: Rohann Welllngmm'NAD Photo credit RnhannWeIhng-mnmAD
Y MERAPE, e \ : | - R

,z' L
. — s L] '
s at
pEas > .




Now, for the first time in decades, the Metro Vancouver churches are
aligned for mission!

Vancouver, an urban sprawl of 2.5 million people, is the most
unchurched city of North America. Adventist pastors convened to hammer
out a unified statement of mission to reach Vancouver for Christ. They
emerged three days later with a very ambitious initiative called “Let's Move
Vancouver¥ a multi-church, city-wide evangelistic initiative.

REACH
REVOLUTIONIZING




Kumar Dizit, BC Coaference miniswrial
direcsorand lead pastor of the Oakridge
Adventist Church in Vancouver, said, “The
15-month program is designed around
thehealth principles of the Adventist
Church. Pastors and members of the Meno
Vancouver Adventist congregations are
praying to sow 5,000 seeds (connections
with people) and preduce 500 baptisms
in 2016 and beyond.”

Remardaably, “every church has vosed
%0 prayerfully work sogether in this cicy-
wide endeavour.” For example, the leaders

mhmﬂmmmhum“mnmum«mmm

of all five Filipino churches of British
Columbia’s Lower Mainland voted to join
forces for the sakeof reachinglost souls for
Chirist, They then hired a Filipino cvangelist
to conduct two series of meetings (in their
amman language of Tagalog), one in May
and one in June, The meetings culminated
in a baptismal celebration at the Filipino
campmecting at the end of June,

And that was justthe beginningl Now
there are plans so plant a new Filipino
church in the BC's Lower Mainland by
2016. “When ministers and lay leaders

work sogether hand in hand, more souls
will be woa for the Lord” said Levi Estares,
pasor of the Vancouver Filipino church.
‘What inspired this new wave of mission-
minded collaborarion in British Calumbsa?
Itis the result of the REACH inidiadgive. In
answer 10 the great commission of Christ,
the BC Conference Board of Dicecvors
had vosed, as its missi'on statement,
“To REACH BC and the Yukon with
the Christ-centred message of hope
and wholeness.” Through video appeals,
meetings, letters, and emails, the question
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went out to the BC constituency: “What
should the conference be doing to help
local churches grow?*

This groducsd the aced for a framework
that could categorize the hundreds of
recommendations that poured in from
across the province, Paul Brantley, a vice-
president of the North American Division
for strategic planning, bad created such
aframework. It was called REACH. It
was designed to give laser focus so the
core values of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. The constituency recommenda-
tions could now be ocganiaed under the
five minisary values repcesented by each
letter of the word, REACH. In January,
2014,the conferenceadminiseration
invined appeoximarely 100 leaders, pasoey,
and coaference staff, representing 101
congregations and 16 schools, to British
Columbia’s beauriful Camp Hope to
process the hundreds of ideas that came
in from the Geld.

There Wayne Culmore, presidentof
the BC Coaference, explained, “REACH
isnot only a great action word chac
characterizes the mission of our church
but also an acronym that represens our
care values: (1) Revival and Transfarmarion,
which is about our celationship with God;
(2) Education for Discipleship, which
is about grawing strong in Christ; 3)
Alignment Within the Church, which
is about collaboration; (4) Community
Outreach and Evangelism, which isabout
witness; and (S) Healdhyy Leadershipand
Management, which is about effective
organization,”

Since then, REACH hasbirthed hismcic
mission-driven alliances and brought
renewsd focus to congregations, large and
small, across British Columbia. For example,
Greg Wellman, pastor of the Penticton
church in the south Okanagan Valley, said,
“Wenow use REACH as a filter for every
board decisi'on.” His REACH team is
loaking athow tobuild beteer o rganizational
srucaure for the sake of mission.

Tom Glatts, pastor of the Westminster
church in Metro Vancouvet, said, “What
I found so smiking about REACH is iss
abilityto help us develop strategic thinking
which was so lacking, When my congre-

gation began to see a strategy that had
been thought through and applied, they
were greatly encouraged.™

Vancouver Island passor Robert Rud
said, "Our Nanaimo church board has
axhusiastically woeed to became a REACH
pilot church and bas elected a REACH
Serategy'c Planning Team, as per the
REACH: Secp by Step planning guide.”
Their planning team developed a mission
stavement that aligned with the BC
Conference mission statement, Then
they wrote a simple vision stasement for
each core value, namely, something they
wanted to see happening in three years,

Their nexcsvep? Together, with
participation from all church members,
theywill prioritize one or two action

\

plans for each core value to be imple-
mented next year. “We believe,’ Rud said,
“that the REACH structure will help
keep us focused, balanced and account-
able as we endeavour to grow God’s king-
dom in our district.”

The Nanaimo church board is one of
appraximately 30 church boards across
British Columbia that vowd to focus
their activities around the five core
values of REACH. Over half of the 101
Adventist congregations in the British
Columbia / Yukon Conference have

Eldars of the Nanakies church anthusiastically veted to rechmmend te be a REACH pilet dharch.

awakened to the potential of using
REACH as a way so tulfill the Great
Commission,

Steve Little, passor of the Vernon
church in the north Olaanagan Valley,
was one of the first passocs to use a
REACH template he found on the North
American Division (NAD) website:
reachnocthamerica.com. He said, “One
ofthe things that strack me about the
REACH ministry framework was the
core value of alignment. The other four
valnes were no-brainers. But alignment

was a challenge that I needed so igure
out.” Now alignment is happening like
never before, all over the province.
For instance, Pastor Cavin Chwyl’s
three northern congregations, Dawson

Creck, Fort St. John, and Tumbler Ridge,
are now, without losing their individualicy,
finding mutnal benefit and blessings in
their cegular meetings together. He said,
“Too often churches are full of gifted and
alentsd people lacking a unified direction.
This can lead to discouragement because
people feel alone in their effarts, By giving
us a platform to build on, the REACH
values inspired us to find a way for church
members of all three congregations to
combine their efforts, and to lacep us
focused and balanced.™

The REACH: Step by Step guide was developed 1o make it as easy as possible for leaders like Pastor Glatts 40 turn their congregations into mission-
minded teams. You can accem this document by dicking on the bottom link In the right column of badvemitomindewph p/reach-be yvkon

2By “halanced” Pastor Chwyl meant that the five values of REACH all get equal atterion The REACH Grid, contained in the REACH: Step by Step
guide, halps church boantis assess the effectiveness of their ministries relative %o REACH values. The REACH Grid is also aveliable as a fillable Exeel
file st beadvent steomvindexphp/reach-grid.
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“Alignment within the church® has
been the most challenging value to
undersvand and implement. However,
Jim Weir, pastor of the Kelowna and
Winfield churches, cecounted a pract'cal
example of alignment. “Our Kelowna
churches are now sharing prayer mectings
together,” said Weir. “Rather chan one

pastor preparing for five talks for his own
churches, each of the five pastors rowte
around 0 all the Kelowna churches giving
their best talk. Each church receives the
insighse from a variety of passors. And
the pastors save time bscause they prepare
one valk instead of five.” This idea was
pichked up from a visiting passor who

was excitad to bring the idea back %o his
district, Notice bow practising the core
value of “Alignment Within the Church®
strengthened the core value of “Revival
and Transformation.”

REACH is not only strengthening
chrches but alsohelpingschools. Lawrence
McMullen, principal of the O
AdventistAcademy (OKAA) in Kelowna,
developed a document he will be using asa
amewark to set up OKA A's programming,
“I is aimed,” he said, “at enhancing our
studenss’ Christian experience and grawth,
The REACH initiative provides us with
a framewark that will challenge us to ensure
that all five core values are cansidered when

we plan our programming, particularly

Londers snd warkers guthered at Camp Bepa te map out strategic iInitintives for the British Colurmbia Confarence.

our desire to instill in our sauden the
positive outcomes of Christian service,”
McMullen added, “Secondary to
providing us with a framework tool,
REACH will challenge us to find ways of
aligning the school with our constituent
churches, thus endorsing and supporting
the opportunity of working sogether as

ateam,”

All chis is being supported at the
conference level “One of the strong
recommendations that came from the
grassroots gathering of our church leaders
in a January 2014 strategy meeting,’ said
Culmore, “was that we needed to appoint
a person who would speathead REACH

the coaference.” In April 2014,
the board of directors respoadsd by voting
Em Brake, then miniseerial director, to
be assistant so the president for REACH.

Since then, Bralee has worked wich
pastors, directors, and ministry seams
to encourage, equip, and bring focus to
our mission using the REACH ministry
framewark

Also at the conference level, the direcoa
of each department (including Education,
Youth, Communications, and the ABC)
devdoped action plans that emanated fram
the top voted priorities of each REACH
value. The cammunications deparanent, for
example, has prodnced videos, brochures,
banners, and other resources to bring

*Tasee two REACH presentations Em Brake did in Cranbrook, go o bradvenistoonyindex php/ readhbic-yukon

and click on the "REAQH Videos®link In the right column,

1See badvemistoom.
?Ga %o sdachip.org W signup.

clazity and inspiration to the REACH
initiative.? Brian Wahl, the Youth and
Summer Camp direcsor, uses the
REACH core values as a framework to
soucture his many ministries throughout
the conference.

British Columbia’s recent campmeeting
(its theme was REACH UP!) was used
as a venue to equip servants
of God to live out the firsc
two core vahues of REACH:
Revival and Transformatien,
and Education for Disciple-
ship, Next year’s theme,
REACHACROSS, will
facus on the third core
value: Alignment Within
the Church.
ment within the church,
and drawn from health
professionals from across
the province, the BC
Conference Health
Ministries team strives
%0 equip health leaders o
lead their congregations
10 live out the core value
of Community Outreach and Evangylism,
Chaired by Phil Brewes, direcwor of
Silver Hills Spa Resort, the team is
collaborating with Lifestyle Medicine
Instituse to host a top-quality craining
event, Oct. 22-25, 2015, at Camp Hope,
Called the CHIP Summit, it will equip
Adventist North Ameticans to bring
hope and wholeness to our world —

“the very essence of our mission,” said

PastorBrale.’

Fulfilling the gospel commission of
Marchew 28:19-20 in an increasingly
diverse world will, in the words of Pastor
Steve Little, “require ever-increasing
innovation and diversification. We asa
people will have to stand shoulder to
shoulder, heart o heart, in all our God-
ordained diversity and creativity as we
seek to REACH our world for Chrisc® m

Em Broke is the assistant to the
president for REACH in the
British Columbia Confference.
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twas Thursday, the last day of Big Week, a

time when the studenw of the Canada Youth

Challenge (CYC) program were encouraged

to work harder and expect more from God

and from oneanother. The rain was pouring,
and Staceyan, a student with CYC, approached a house,
knocked on a door, and waited. In a few momenws a
woman came to the door,

Swaceyan introduced herself, and after giving her
presenmation, she showed the woman the books she had,
While the two were speaking, Smceyan noticed a poster
hangjng on a wall in the womans home. It read, “Love,
Joy, Peace. Friends arelike Family.”

Staceyan ashed about it, and the woman said,
“Friends are not like family to me. My family doesn't
like me because I am a Chrisdan.”

A look of pain formed on the woman’s face, and
when Smaceyan saw it, she understood the hurt the
woman was feeling, Lookinginto the woman's eyes,
Stmceyan sai'd, “You know, the Bible says that when
your father and mother or your brother or sisser forsale
you, God will pick you up and He will calee care of you.”
Taking the woman'shands in her own, Staceyan aslaed
if she could pray for her.

“Yes,' the woman responded.

As Staceyan prayed, the woman'’s hands trembled
and tears streamed down her face. After the prayer, the
woman hugged Staceyan very tightly and began vo share
her personal ssory, The woman cried as she spoke, and
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as Staceyan listened, ber awn beart
was moved. Seaxyan offered words
of encouragement, then gave the
woman her consact information.
After one last hug she and the
woman said goodbye,

Larer chat week the woman
called Staceyan and aslesd to
talee her out vo lunch that Friday
aftemoon. At lunch the woman
said, “Seacey, you have souched
my heart so much. Nobody has
cver touched my heart like chis,
You are my daughter now.” As
they ate, Smaceyan explained chat
after lunch, she needed to go and
get ready for worship the next day.

“What do you mean by

A Heart Touched ===

she went to church to worship

God, and the woman, who wasa
Catholic, asked her why she went on Saturday, Staceysn
explained and then added, “I'm actually goingto be
preaching at church tomorrow, so if you want s come,
you will be very much welcome”

“Ob, yest® The woman responded excisedly.

The next day the woman came, and the church
members were warm and welcoming so her. At the
end of the service, the woman took Staceyan aside and
said, “The church members were so n'ice, and because
of that, I will be comingback vo church,”

In His minisary on chis earth Jesus demonstrared
that it is through compassion that we win the hearts
and souls of people. He “mingled with men as one who
desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them,
ministering to their needs, and won their confidence.
Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me.”! Today He asks us
to do the same. And the first step is to mingle among
the lost and hurting of this world, Only then will we
undersaand their sorrows and have the opportunity
to minisa vo their needs. As we reach out and show
compassion, we will win hearts, draw souls, and point

them o the love of the Father we serve.

Lifestyle Canoda Eduedtion Service (LCES), a charity
organked to better fuffill the mondates of the Nterature
ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church across
Conadao. If your life has been impocted by the literature
ministry, please contoct us at maikglifestytecanada.org.
We woant to hear your story.

VEllen G. White, The Ministry of Heafing, p. 143.




Craiy s Loa-Aun Bums with Mn;n,hd.lniﬂnirdlu'hhr.ﬂlln.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED why
parents would sell their house, change
jobs, and move their whole éamily so
Lacombe, Alsa. so their kids could attend
Parkview Adventist Academy (PAA)? We
sure did. We wese living in Medicine Hat
on abeautiful tree-lined street with the
best neighbours, when the unthinkable
happened: they told us they were moving.
Renee and Lonnie Leitch were very special
to us, and we couldn’t imagjne life without
them and dheir children, Honestly, we
were quite perplexed about why they were
leaving. They told us about PAA, but just
what was so special about this school?
That question was answered for us
when we amended Maison’s Geade 12
graduation a few years laser. As we wese
entering the gym for Friday’s Class Night,
my son Joel held the door open fora
gentleman who asked him ifhewas a PAA
student himselfand thea said, “Youre the

kind of student we're loaking for!” The
graduation program beld such spiritual
meaning, and it was evident that the
seachers wese invested in cach student
academically, spiritually, and personally.
I remember telling the Leitches that now
I understood why they came. By the time
we wese driving home afeer graduation,
both Joel and Isabella wese saying, “That’s
the school I want to go to!”

The day I was offered a job in Red
Deet, we won a picture in a draw thae
ceads “Faith.” We felt this was a clear sign
from God, but we had no idea how much
faith we would need to get through the
coming year. I have Jearned throughout
my life as a Chrisdan that God’s perfect
plan for your life does not mean everything
will go parfecdy. Somedmes we receive our
greasest blessings when we are cudging
through the valleys of sickness, depression,
andfear.

Three wweks after I accepred my new
job, Ilearnsd I had a mass in my kidney,
which unexpectedly urnsd out to be cenal
cell carcinoma. Most people e us
to change out plans and not continue with
our move %o Lacombe, but I cefused to
allow cancer so talse away from Joel the
blessing of recetving an education at PAA.
I vold everyone that life must go on. But
let me cell you that it has been the hardest
yearof my life—Dbut oh, the blessingy
that camel

Joel discovered a real love for leamning
and would even come home and cell me
everythinghe had gained in class, As he
completsd Grade 12,Joel was awardad a
significant scholarship so Burman Uni-
versity. For us, this scholarship signified
that the PAA teachers saw somethingin
Joel that we as parents also saw in him but
for which Joel had never been validased.
Joel also learned how so coafidently
discuss different spiritual vopics in a safe
environment, which has laid a strong
foundation for him so go into the world
with. Had I taleen the easy path and decidsd
not to continue with the move becanse
of my diagnosis, I would have missed out
on so much and stolen these blessings
fromJoel,

As we celebrated Jod's graduation this
year, it was chrilling to have our familyand
friends attend and tell us bow blessed they
were by it all. We heard them say, “Wow,
aow I understand why you moved here
for your kids %o atsend PAAY" m

Lee-Ann Burns is the mother of
PAA graduate Joel Bums.

Autharial Note: PAA has been the Bums family's first experiense with Adventist schooling. Lae-Ann Bums celebrated the

graduation of her eldest child, Joe|, from Grade 12 in 2015, and her youngest, Isabella, is looki'ng furward to beginning classes

at PAA In the fall. Together with her husband, Cretg, Lee-Ann conttnues to suppart Christlan educatton In Alberta.
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Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Chiist and pre pare students for His service.

30

The

to

Woslay and Beriss Neien, with thelr soa, Revin, and their tanghter, Enwa.

“For I know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” — Jeremiah 29:11, NIV

DENISE AND WESLEY MEIRA have two
children, Kevin and Karen. In 2011 they
moved from Brazil and had the experience
of having a completely fresh stare: a new
language, new people, new culture,and
new aistoms. As their kids got accussomed
v0 the new environment, Denise was able
10 go back to schoal while Wesley worked.
In the first year there were many obswacles
%0 overcome, but they thoroughly enjoyed
the adjustment process, and with God's
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help made it theough that fixse year Today

they can surely say that moving 8o a new
ooungy is not easy at all, but it is definicely
wocth it. Afser beinghere for almost four
years, they are still having new experiences,
learning new things, and growing closer
together each day.

‘When Denise and Wesley applied
to come 0 Canada, their intention was
actually so move so Quebec, but after
multiple people advised them to send

their children to College Park Edemensary
School, they cealized that Ontario wasa
better place for their family, since their
children had been attending Advendst
schools since they were little and their
parents strongly preferted for them to
continue, Eventually, the College Park
community also worked out for them,

as Karen graduated from elementary
school and was able to leep gaingthrough
Advearist education at Kingsway College.

Looking back so the choices they
made when they first moved, they say
that puing their children through
Adventist education was the best choice
for their family and they do not regretit.

Adveutist education intends to educace
for etemnity, Denise believes that Adventist
education is an important environment
because it masches the beliefs and morals
that they teach their children at home,
“School is a very influendial environment
where children spead most of their time
during the week,” said Denise, “and if we
want them to be influenced by what we
seach them athome, why not put them
through Adveatist education, where they
can have a Christian environment similar
%0 theirhomes?®

Wesley added, “Education is very
imporent. But unless you we are involved
in a Christian lifestyle, education alone
will not tabe you to heaven. That is why
I am commiteed to Advendst education,
It is where ourkids will be able to involve
God in their academ'tcs; it is the way for
their success.”

Denise and Wesley belicve that our
Chrisdan youth can make a big difference
in the world by reaching people we may
never be able to ceach otherwise. Theyouth
have the enthnsiasm, energy, and the
connections to reach not only people their
age but also people in their communities,
in their friend<hip circles, and others whoem
they come in couface with. Youth can malee
a difference %0 everyane around them,

in thelr hearts humans plan
their eourse, but the Lord establishes
thelrsteps.—Proverbs 16:9, NIV

Lydio Sola is the communication
assistant at Kingsway Callege.

If you are Imterested in Adventist Christian education at Kingsway College comtact the enrolment office at admissions@kingswaycollege.on.ca.




MANS's First Graduating Class
Accepts Responsibility

a teacher,

MANSs first high sches! gradustes, Coralle Neposess and Fredeids Crier-Jumersen.

Frederick Crier-Jamerson and Coralie Nepoose are
the schoof's first high school graduates. Toget her
they were awarded more than 526,000 in
scholarships to continue their educations at
university or other post-secondary institutions.
Coralie's valedictory s peech (abridged below)
inspired the many Mamawi Atosketan Native
School (MANS) students who attended, reflects
the attitude of gratitude and responsibility, and
lets her teachers know that their work is making
a difference, Fredrick entered the Junior Forest
Rangers, a program of Alberta Forestry and
Agriculture, in July. Coralie, class valedictorian,
plans to attend Burman University to become

Valedictory Speech 2015 —sy coriie Nepoose

Being the first graduaves of Mamawi is
truly rewarding, Freddy and I couldn’t be
any more thankful for our seachers, our
friends, our classmates, and most of all
our parents, for always supporting us and
pushing usto Bnish Grade 12. Thereis no
better feeling than accomplishing a goal,
'We have changed our school forcver. We
are the first Grade 12 graduates Mamawi
haseverhad.

This is what we can look back to 10
years from now, By that time we'll have
well-paying jobs, we'll have €amilies, and
we'll be people who can say, “I madeall
of this happen.”

This is what we have to show the rest
of our students at MANS, Education is
theleey 10 everything,

A quotation from actor Beadley

Whitford says, “Talee action. Every ssory
you've ever connexwed with, every leader
you've ever admired, every puny little
thing that you've ever accomplished is
the cesult of taking action, You have a
choice. You can either be a passive victim
of circumstance or you can be the active
hero of your own life.”

Itwasn't the people around us who
made the decision 10 finich Grade 12. It
was our decision] We made this happen
for ourselves! We decided that this is
what we wanved 10 do! This has been
our goalsince we were in Kindergaren,

I have never been more thankful for
the help and support I got fiom everyone
around me, My daughter and my mom
are my motivation for everything, They
were my motivation to finish Grade 12

and to go to university this coming fall.
All the struggles I went through have
only made me stronger and che person

I am soday. That said, there is nothing
Freddy and I can give back 1o ourteachers
and our parents. But let’s start with
“Tbankyou,”

Thank you eeachers, staff, and families
for all dhat you have done for us, We
couldn’c have gotien chis far without you
and your support. I'm sure che both of us
will go further in life, Theze is absolutely
no bereer feeling than being with the
people who make you happy on a daily
basis, and with the people who mean
the world 10 you. Iloveyouall m

Marnawi Atosketan Native School
May28 2015
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“This place gives you a chance to open up
and make friends for life. These friendships
that ! have, they're going to last a long time”

SAMANTHA SORIANO is her parenw’ only child, but she has
built family connections with everyone here at PAA. She firse
visiced the Parkview Advendst Academy campus for PAA Days
and says, "I actually liked it, The problem was that I worried
about coming here, far away from home all by myself without
my friends or family.”

Her concerns of being alone led her to become involved in
many campus organizations. Sam played volleyball in Grade 11
and basle-thall in Grades 11 and 12, "I kind of waneed to experience
more of life here, and in my second year I had a better ideaof
what %0 czpect.” What she expected, and what she lnew, was
that PAA is a place of well-supported personal grawth,

Beingaway from home can feel danndng at times, but according
10 Sam, there are benefits to the distance, “While being in the
dorm, I have learned to talse care of myself and do all chose chores
without my parents having so motivate me. ... I have gotten closer
%0 my parents, %00, because of how much we miss each other. We
talk all the time. You don’t cven realize how special they are when
you see them every day, untl you live away from them for two years!®

With the support she has coming from home, Sam was
glad so have familiar faces with herin Lacombe. There were
others who came 5o PAA from her home church in Wmnipeg
at the same time she enrolled: “All the Winnipeg kids hung out
sogether at e3¢, and then we all made friends with different
people, but even though we all have different friend groups,
we are still connecred.”

Sam also found a group of people to rely on right here at
school: her veachers. To name a few, Sam says, “Mrsz Purviance
is like our mom, She took us dorm gitls homewith ber for Parents’
Weelend becanse our family was s00 far away to come, Also,

Ms. Fernandez is great and I sell her everything. I work for

Ms. Lamming and she undersmnds my creativity, Mr. Spenst
really helped me finish my math, which allowed me %o go to the
Saskasoon Youth Rally on the weekend before our big siz-week
exam, Wow, there are just so many good ones! I share a special
connection with each teacher here at PAA” Notonly does the
staff provide Sam with a sense of belonging, but the student
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body also: “This place gives you a chance to open up and mahe
friends for life. These friendships that I have, they’re going 10
last a long time.

Even though it meant leaving her family behind, Sam is glad
she chose vo finish high school in Albxrsa. “PAA prepared me
for life in many ways, The standards are really high here, soIam
building study habiw for unéversity. Coming %o a newschool, you
don’t know what to expect, so I have sscpped out of my comfort
zone. Also, you become your own individual, since you are away
from everything you know. I really feel that I have grown doser
to God here, leaming o worship Him and share that with my
friends. It is cool 30 have this communityand get o experience
new things”

Having fele so supporsed by the PAA family, Sam looked at
other people’s experiences and wansed to include everyone in the
fun. As a result, she 300k a leadership position on the Student
Asdarion for the 2014/2015 school year, I lile putting athers
first,” she says, “I want everyone so have fun here the way I have,”
All of ber imeeractians have led Sam %o serve because, as she shares,
“You don't realize that georing invalved is so impareant, I would be
really out of place if ] badn't come here. PAA is the best option.” m

Kotelyn Ruiz is the directos of public relations
at Porkview Adveist Asodemy.




Toronto Airport Marriott

gitest speaker Derek Morris
Partnership* Seplember 11-13

Sponsorship* September 12, at 2:00 pm

An Evening of Inspiration
September 12, 7:30pm (open to #ll)

BRITISH COLUMBIA
gitest speaker Anthony Kent
Partnership* September 25-27

Camp Hope (Mountain View Caump & Conference Centre)
61855 l.ougheed Highway, Hope BC VOX 1L0

Sponsorship specker Chris Holland

September 27, at 6:00 pm

Rutland Seventh-day Adventist Church
130 Gerstmar Road, Kelowna, BC V1X 4A7

ALBERTA
Sheraton Red Deer

3310 50 Ave, Red Deer, AB T4N 3X9

guest speaker Dwight Nelson
Partnership* October 9-11

Sponsorship* October 10, at 2:00 pm

An Evening of Inspiration
October 10, at 7:30 pm (open Lo all)

MARITIMES
Sandy Lake Adventist Academy

435 Hammonds Plains Rd, Bedford, NS B4B 1Y2

speaker Chris Holland
October 3, at. 11:00am

MUSICAL GUEST

Christine D. M. Wollmann
Toronto, Red Deer

and Camyp Hope

*You must be a cenformed registrant to attend this event

ONTARIO

901 Dixon Rd, Toronto, ON MSW 1J5

You are Invited

Partnership / Sponsorship 2015

COME FOR...

* Powerful stories of how
God is working through
this minisiry to bring
people to Christ,

* Stirring city-wide evangelism
and mission reports
* Dynamic preaching that

will leave you encouraged
and spiritually refreshed

Joyous (ellowship with
your friends and the entire
It Is Written Canada lfamily

* Music that will stir your soul

* Pariners in Action segment

Special spiritual programs
for your children

Yo register for an event,
please call 905-404-6510

written

canada




of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: tems i1 the News”section mqy onginafe from variaws soutees. The Canodion Adveritist Messenger will 9ive aedR, via a byfing, to authors of material submited
direcVy to us for first printing. Stortes without @ bytine may have been written by Messenger staff, reprinted from other publicstians or supplied to us by a generol press release.

British Columbia

Dr. Hans Diebl of Loma Linda University launched 2 unique
pilot projectin 1988 involvinga group of 400 hopeful
subjecws in Creston, B.C. His question: “Could the compassion
of church volunteers posively impact the health of a community
when combined with scientifically sound presentations over a
four-week period?” The resuls were astounding. Weights, blood
pressures, cholesterols, and blood sugars dropped. Medicines
were decreased dramatically and often discontinued by the
surprised physicians of the grateful parti'cipants,

Depression faded away. A sense of well-being, joy, and hope
for the future was infused, and the participants felt “alive” again.
Time peoved that their life expectancies had increased, and they
lanew that their vigour was intensified. Smiles ceturned and
gratefulness abounded.

Complese Health Improvement Program (CHIP) success
staries abound. Three of four adult children became vegetarians
almost overnight and have remained so when they saw the dramaric
changes in their father’s health 25 years after he participated in
the program. One gentleman had not worn shoes for seven years
because of excessively swollen ankles, a side effect of a previous
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CHIP Ship Relaunched in Canada

heart failure, After the course, he was able %o walk three
hours daily—-in shoes! A cardiac rehab nurse claimed

she leaned more in our course than in all her specialty

Now CHIP has spread o0 a2 number of continents,
has gradnarrd over 65,000 people, and has led the way
for the current emphasis on lifestyle change asa means
of preventing, haltng, and even reversing the main
chronic killer diseases, such as heart disease, diabetes,
hypereension, saolee, and even cancer. With screncific
rcvicws in over 20 peer-reviewed medical joumals,
it remains one of the best community health-based
programs.

Initially; the program was very long: 40 hours of
lectures, two blood drawing sessions, and large sample
meal preparations. It was very enesgy-intensive, and
many of the volunseers simply burned out afeer doing
three to five differcnt programs. We noced a decrease
in the number of facilitasors and their teams, who felt

they could no longer carry on. So while the program
became more popular in the United Swares, Answralia, and New
Zealand, it began to die outin many parts of Canada,

But now the good news. The program has been shortened
%0 only 32 hours and encourages simpler food demonstrations.
The material has been updased with the latest research in the
field of nutricion. It has a very fast-moving and encerwining
format plusa pricing system so accommodase a variety of home
budgets.

And more good news, The training program for Qcilitasors
retumns s0 Canada this yearat the annual CHIP Summit at Camp
Hope in late October. Twelve highly qualified inspirational,
motivational, and medical professionals from the United Swates
and Australia will deliver power-packed lecoures over a course
of three days, They will help “relaunch® the CHIP ship here in
Canada,

For more information, go o AdventistChip.otg or consact
Sid Kettner by email at sidlever@gmail.com or by phone at
250-227-9191. Thraw your love, compassion, and energy inso
this awesome health ministry of our church. Thousands can be
blessed, and so will you! m




Kootenay Campmeeting

last weekend of May each year holds

special significance for the members of the
Creston church. On that weekend they gather
with other Seventh-day Adventist churches in
the Boundary/Kootenay region of southern
British Columbia, Every year since 1978, they
have bosted the annnal Koornay Campemeeting,
which was well areended chis year. Visitors
and participants came from Trail, Nelsan,
Casegar, Invermere, Cranbrook, Bonners
Fesry (Idaho), and the local community,

Mark Jahnson, president of the Seventh-day
Adveatist Cburch in Canada, was the guest
spealeer, His theme was “Hope and Whaleness
Through the Word, Witness, and Worship,’
which challenged those present to be relevant
and active in their communities asthey ssek to
bring hope to an increasingly bopeless world.

Music always plays a big part in these
campmectings, thanks % our music co-ordi-

navor, LeeAnn Nawalkowski. The orchestra
and mass choir bring together participants
from the surrounding areas and add somedhing
spedal to the program, It was also a delight to
have some young people sharing their musical
salents throughout the meetings.

Good food and fellowship added to the
supezb spiricual feast, leaving us all with lasting
memories of atime wellspentrogether. B

—Averil Cotton,
Creston church
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Maritimes

Fundraising for Nepal

n response to the carthqualees in Nepal, Sandy Lale

Academy (SLA) students readily decided 1o help raise
money for ADRA’s disaster relref effores. High school
students raised funds by door-to-door salicitation or
sacrificing some of their personal spending money.
Elementary saadencs sold bandmade crafts 1o caise funds
for ADRA. Qur Grades 9-10 class raised $1,095.40!

We ceceived mized reactions as we knocked on

doors, Some people thought our efforts were great
and encouraged us to heep up the good work. Others
declined to donate because we were repeesenting a
religious orgenization. But averall, we were dhrilled
to see 50 many people willing vo donate.

[S——— i - f‘i’t _i"
Grade § stedents, Bavid LeBiaecand Eizabath Murphy.
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Grade 9 studenss Elizabeth Murphy and David
LeRlanc were encouraged bry the verse Acts 20:35: “1
have shown you in every way, by Isbouring like this, that
you must support the weak, And remember the words
ofthe Lord Jesus, that Hesaid, Tt is more blessed so
give than so ceceive.””

David explained, “Even though we were walking
around for hours, I felt happy because I helped.

Elizabeth added, “It felt very rewarding to play a
partin helping Nepal”

SLA studenw raised $2,275. Wzh the Canadian
government masching donations dollar for dollar, a
total of $4,550 was contributed o ADRA! m

—Elizabeth Murphy and David LeBlanc,
Sandy Lake Academy Grade 9 Students

Sandy Lake Academy Celebrates Graduation Weekend

Sandy Lake Acatlonsy 2015 graduntas,

andy Lalee Academy'’s graduation weelend,

June 5-7, was a great success! On Friday
cvening the graduates ocganized a wondesful
vespers service, including special musical
numbsers, a slide show of the graduates, and a

‘Theannual spring concert on Sabbath
momingfeatured beautiful inspirational mmsic
by the junior/ primary bell ringers, elementary
strings and choir, as well as the high school
archestra, choit, and MasterPeace and Junior
MastrrPeace bells, all directed by our salented
music director, Kristii Rasmussen, Surrounded
by proud family and friends, 11 eager graduaces
participated in the commencement service
on Sunday. Sandy Lake Academy swaff and
school board members wish the graduating
class saccess and God's abundant blessings in
their future endeavours. B

—Heather D. Harrington, Sandy
Lake Academy Promotions

Newfoundland

Bay Roberts / Conception Bay South District

Women's Afternoon Retreat

n Sunday, May 24,2015, the Bay Robests (BR)/

Conception Bay South (CBS) church district
held its second cecent district Women's Afeemoon
Retreat at Camp Woody Actes, called “Show Me the
Saviout.” Uader the organizational leaderthip of Elizabeth
Williams, this afemmoon cetreat featured five moving
and challenging presentations that eouched important
concerns about when Christians need so know how w
recognize God's presence and guidance in times of pain,
sickness, being wronged, hopelessness, lostness, blessing,
and joy, Interactive time, time in prayer and singing,
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and a fellowship supper meal were shared by the ladies.

Presenters and program leaders included Amy Chafe
{Women's Ministry leader, BR church), Celest Cackum
{pasoral spouse, NL Mission president), Tara Ennest
{passoral spouse, Gander), Amanda Matthews (Women's
Miniscry leader, CBS church), and Elizabeth Williams
{pastoral spouse, BR/CBS).

Approximately 40 ladies came together for the
aferrnoon of spiritual focus from the local regional
Adventist churches (Bay Roberts, Conception Bay
South, and St.John's), and multiple brought along




Gzeboth Wil lares (BATTS district pastorn) cpasse), amd Asumnts Mstth ews

(@S daods)

ends and guesw from other denominations in the
local communities. The program was planned asa time
of spiritual refreshing and an opporctunity for ourladies
10 reach out evangelistically so their friends, inviting
them into a fellowship of Adventist women. A beauciful

experience.

Local et womaw minktyy lepdars: (LX) Ay Cle By Beborshureh),  Appresimately 40ladlos stonte apresantationat thewemen's ftomeonrotreat,
afernoon was shared together by all, and we thank
God for His goodness in providing us such a blessed

—Jason Williams, Pastor, Bay Roberts
and Conception Bay churches

Ontario

Peterborough Church Celebrates Pathﬁnder Day

Paterborowyh Firaflias Pathfindar Cub menbers [sad et in dwrd sarvice.

The church buzaed with excitement
and andcipation. The pews were
ncarly full, It was the Sabbath of May 2,
2015, and Pathfinder Day was about so
begin, After weeks of preparation, our
young people lined up and marched into
thesancauary of thePaterborough Seventh-

day Adventist Church. Under the fajthful
leadership of the direcor, Brent Fudge, the
Percrbarough Fireflies Pathfinder Club has
been busy completing many honours as
well as serving the community and wocking
to build one another up spiritually. Now
it was time to celebrate those achievements,

share them with the church, and praise
God for His grace and mercy in letting it
all happen.

Pathfinders between the ages of 10
and 15 read the call so worship, led out
in praise songs, and broughtthe church
to God through prayer. Some did the
reading for the offering, some sang for
special music, and others delivered the
children’s svory, Four brave, spirit-filled
youth even pcesented the message for the
day; "Many Ways to Praise,” encouraging
the congegants t consider how they praise
God throughout the hustle and buse of
daily life. We were blessed to be joined by
representatives of the Kendalwood Galaxy
Pathfinder Club, who also provided music
for the service, and of the Ajax Lightbearers
Club. Also in attendance were district
coordinasor Herma Graham and area
coordinasor Pauline Wyntes,

With such blessings already poured
out, one might ask how it could get any
berrer. But it did. Afeer the sermon was
completed, Peter Caran (pastor from
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Peverbarough) and James Anderson (pastor
from Richmond Hill) joined sogether in
baptizing two of the same young people
who had ministered to us eatlier in the
program. The church congregation was
thrilled to welcome Quayse Hurlington
and Valerie Fudge to their membership.
Fallowing such a high worship experi-

ence, members and visitors joined in the

di. i

Valleria Futge (eft) snd Qumyse Hulingtes (riphd were Saptized inta the

Aytwhorugh Ssrenthr dey Adventist Curch en Ny 2,2015.

fellawship ball for some social time and a
feast of haystacks, generously prepared
and provided by numerous behind-the-
scenes volunteers.

Our spirits refreshed and bellies full,
it was all s00 soon time %o part ways, By
the grace of God I pray that we will have
the opportunity to meet and worship to-
gecher again sometime. But if not in chis

lifctime, we take comfort in the Advent
message and the hope we have in Christ
as we look forward to the soon comingof
the King of kings and that time when we

will never part again. Let everything that
has breath praise the Lord! Amen. m

—Priscilla Hurlington,
Peterborough church

SDA Church in Canada

AMAZING FACTS
MINISTRIES

Moving Forward in Canada

ere at Amazing Facts Ministries we are busier than

ever sendingouthundreds of booklen, study guides,
CDs, DVDs, and magazines to the many people who
have expressed interest as a result of our varied efforts
and your involvement.

Filling our mailbomes and inbaxes are countless
thank-you notes from happy vicwers and Bible School
students, They are excited, encouraged, and relieved by
what they are learning about their loving God.

Jason,! an inmate in New Brunswick, writes, “Thanks
forthebooklets. I have a dearer understanding of hell.
I never really looled inso it carefully. I feel I have 2 more
meaningful relationship [with God] through chis.”

Paul, another inmase, in British Columbia, writes
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about how our various books have helped him. He
is sharing them with other inmates and asking for
additional ones,

Melissa, from Manivoba, who now faithfully keeps
the Sabbath and meets with an Adventist group, writes,
“I really enjoyed the Bible study course. ... There was so
much in the Bible study thatI did notknow. ... Thank
you for your encouragement and notes you send; it’sa
blessing to hear from you....I look forward so the day
when Jesus should come.”

Others are writing to inform us that they have been
so inspired and changwd they are preparing for baptism.
Maraus, a medical student from Quebec who was

baptized while taking the Bible study coutse, says, "I




own property and I want to donate it to start a Seventh-
day Adventist church in my village back home, The
people there have no oneto teach them about God.”

Wk receive such lemers not only from across Canada
but also from all over the world, including just receatly
from Siesta Leone and the Philippines.

Spraad theNews

Amazing Facts Ministries want to assistlocal churches
in offexing Bihle stadise to as many people as possible.
We have recendy printed eye-catching new Bible study
invitation cards, available free of charge to churches
who want to do local mail-outs. Contact us today 10
offer the message of hope to homes in your area.

Using Gvary Motd od

Since 2013, Amazing Facts Minisics hasbeen producing
a series of short animated infographic-seyle vidaos perfect
for sharing on social media, Each praacnts information
on important Bible topics in away that speaks vo coday's
Intenet users. So far, we have prodused The Trwh
Abont Hell, The Truth About Deash, T he Truth Abons
the Lords Day, The Trwth About Gods Law, and Ut pia.
You can find these on YouTube as well as on the Amazing
Facts Miniswies website and Facebook page. Copies are
also available inDVD format. Responses have been very

encouraging.

ThinkingAhead

'We are currently planning a short Amaxing Facts
College of Evangelism (AFCOE) training workshop
%0 be held in spring 2016 in Cresson, B.C., so plan
ahead! You will receive pawerful, hands-on training on
how o work for the Lord. Wasch for more demils in

our upcaming ad.

Sswing MareSaod

The broadmaing deparament is disilled that anodher
Canadian radio station began airing Amazing Facts
programming in June; Doug Baechelor’s presensations
are now being beard each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on CJCA
930-AM, “The Light." in Edmonson. Agreemenms with
web radio stations are also in works.

To see a complete list of TV, radio, and sasellite
stations with Amazing Facts programming, see our
back-page ad in this issue of the Messemger. Through
these broadsasts, millions of Canadians are being
aoffered precious Bible cuths in the comfore of their
own homes and vehicles,

What could be more rewarding than seeing God
mansform lives? Thank you for your aithful support m

1Names have been changed 1o proect individuals' privacy.

V‘ HopeChannel CHANGES

Chrlstln'

news

Asof June 30,2015,there were 432 deposltorswith a total deposit

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT:

of $28,038,665. There weie 82 loans with a value of $25,699,669.
For more Information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Qulambao—qulambao.girly@adventist ca; 905/433-0011.
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“Those who loved you and were

helped by you, will remember you....”
Charles Spurgeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca or call 905-433-0011, ext. 2078

4/
L.




advertisements

B Lol e - .
&, |

' BELLA COOLA
A PLACE TO THRIVE ‘I DVENTIST SCHOOL

LOW TEACHER/STUDENT RATIO

2200 Benjamin Avenue
Ortawa, ON K214 1P5
613.722.377()

oaschookayohoo.ca
www.ottawuudventistschiool.org

1171 ITighway 20
Belta Coola, BC V0T 1C0

250.799.591¢ Adventist Education
beas 11 7K@ gmail.com Y 10 RIEELURE

EXCELLENCE IN ADVENTIST EDUCATION
OUR FAITH OUR WAY

GAA is proud © provide a Christ-centred curriculum in
a lechnology-based leaming cavironment to the greater
Harmilton, Ontanio area. Qur students cnjoy interactive

whiteboards, a 1:1 laptop pragram, and a mini-il’ad lab.
Come play, learn, and grow spiritually at Grandview!

At 0T
lill 0 o (oot 1o

info@grandviewschool.ca
www.grandviewschool.ca
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H Announcements

PROCESS:

+ All announcements (non-
profit events, new membey
notices, beth annowncements,
weddings, anniversaries,
abituariesand tributes) shou
be emailed to Almee Perez
{perezdimee®adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

+ Every individual named in
the announeement must be
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

» Obituanies must be submitted
ontheappropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
Baceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventistca/messenger.

+ The Memsenger assumes no
liability for typographical
ervors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originatingin
submitted material,

+ For more information about
Messenger announcement
policies, 90 to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click writers

videlines'then click
nouncements’

H Anniversaries

Lown® and Audray Ganaomn cele-
brared thelr 65% wedding anniversary
on Aprl 20, 2015, in Chetwynd,

& = e
B.C. Mmmnn:ledinl.uombe,
Aln,, and have made theirhome in
Cherwynd The Gansons have four
childeen, two of whom are deseased,
10 grandchildren, and 14 great-
grandchildeen.

Charlane Beryl Sonnors was

born on March 30, 1957, in Halifax,
NS and died an May 14, 2015, 1n
Surrcy, B.C. She was accamplished in
kaiuing, crochering, embroldery, and
sewing, and hadalove for animals
and crasscouarry ehiing. Charlene is
pradeccased by her parens, Johnand
Dads Connass; and brotheg, James
Caanory Surviving;: son, Nigel
Caanors of Chilliwack, B.C;
ex-husband, Dale Harrisan of
€dmonmn, Alta; henther, Charles
(Melisea) Cannon of Fort Ssthat-
chewan, Alw.; dstere, Nicole Cannon
of €dnonxm, Camille Senkne (Tim)
of Edmonam.

Danlal Fedosen ko was born on
Sept. 1,1925, in Haffard, Sask, and
died on July 12,2013, in Toronto,
Ont. Daniel was iavalved in the
Seventh-dsy Advenrise Church fioe
his ensire life an dwas a @member of

i church in Toronso.
He loved w visit Adventist charches
across Canada while on his mavels.

Albert Leo” §olz was born on
May 11, 1932, in Ledue, Alm., and
died on Feb. 9, 2015, in Leduc. He
anended Canadian Union Callege
and Uaiversicy of Alberm 1o become
a tracher Leo enjoyed secving his
church familly as teacher, elder, and
Sabxch school superinreadent.

Leo is predecrased by his parens,
Freddck and Albara Galrz. Sarviving:
wife, Cannje Gals; dangher, Aana
Galtzof Led nc; sister, Jun ¢ Jeshe of
€dmonmn, Alea.

Bva May (n ée Simpeon) Hovisnd
wasbom on May 10,1918, in

H Birthdays

Betty Crun of Kelowna, B.C.,
celebrared her 90 birthdsy on May
23, 1925. She enjoyed a birthday tea
at Mission Villa organize d by her

Verdant Valley, Alu., an ddied on
April 12, 2015, in Temace, B.C. She
is predecrased by her Insband,
Thomas Hovland; son, Lloyd
Hovland; pareats, Wallace and Alice
Simpson; brodhers, Peccy Simpsoa.
Emie Simpson; half &rochec, Bill

Simpeon; ciovers, Leala Haldal,
Floreace McLeod. Sacviving: sons,
Allen (Barb) Hovland of Terrace,
Earl (Bonnic) Hovland of Teauce;
dsughrer s, LoAan (Dule) Huetherof
Grande Prairie, Alra, Alaine (Don)
Sparks of Termuce; aistery, Myrtle
Marshall Banice Chabos; 12 grand-
children and 17 great-grandchildren.

Lynda (vée Ericleson) Nin dght was
born aa Jan. L 1954, in Prince George,
B.C.,anddiedon April 3,2015, in
Vaneouver, B.C. She was iavalved in
church and church-school activities
from eady childbood on, holding
various posifians al ways with 3 pasitive
auitude. Lynda is predecaased by her
parents, Emest and Esther Ericksan.

B.C, Jordan Kaight of Williams
Lake ; dmughteq, Karrah {Aodrew)
Hansen of Fort McMarray, Alra.;
beothers: Doa (Shason) Erickson of

(Raydeae) €cickson of Abboafard,
B.C,, Ken (Robbt) Edclena of
€dckson of Calgary, Ala; and two
grandchildcen.

Helem (née Kalabugin) Kosltsin
was bom on Aug. 19, 1915, in
Timnnovo, Khackov Diserice, Rnasia,
and died onJune 2,2015, jn Caslegar,
B.C. She played and sang all her life
and, slong with her hashand, was
beard on the Rassian Voice of Prophecy
amaldeasw for over 30 years. Sheako
ran the YOP Ruszian Bible carve-
spandense echoal, aght in the Harbin
Mizslon School. and was the right
band to both her evangrlist father,
andhnsband Helen is predaceased
by her husband, Boris Kosiasin; son,
Alex Kostrsin; pacerrs, Michaee) and
Anwnina Kalabugia; sistec, Naralia
Dombsky. Sucviving: son, Larry
Kosteain of Daysoa. Ohdo; danghree,
Galina Maerzke of Casdegar; sistee,
Tariana Sity of Sao Paulo, Braszil;
seven grandchildren, 20 grear-
grandehildren,and onegrear-graur-
grandchild

E. Alma Longrean was born on July
11, 1911, in Arthar, Ont,and died
on Nov. 11,2014, in Pickeding, Ont.
She was a ithful memberof the
Hamilaon Mounmin Clmreh and
active in the childrens programs. She
was a teacher and arong supporees of
Chrisdan educarian. Known for her
fine neadlewndy, after reficement she
vahinarcred for over 20 yeacsat the
McMamer Health Sciences Cenure

items for eancer patients.
Alma is predeseased by her Imsband,
Charles Cangman. Surviving: son,
Carl (Juania) Longman of Oufferin.
N.B.: daughrer, Linda Lafoy; and
ocoe grandchild.

Annla (née Hewryskevich) Lystuk
was born on July 24, 1924, in Liposirs,
Ukmine, and died on May 22, 2015,
in St Thommms, Ont. She secved asa
teacher in the children's divisiaa and
as a deaconess for years. Shewillbe
remembered mont forher h

and kindnesx. Aanie is pndmpimdmlk’
by ber busband Feed Lyxiuk Swrviving:
sons, Larry (JoEllen) Lysiuk of
Oclhi, Ont, Lyno (Deb) Lysuk

of St. Thomas: daughser, Lorene
(Terry) Hedder of St. Thomas; sistec,
Mary Nizchukof Lacombe, Alta;
foar grandchlldren and eight great-

JaAnne (nés Woilvevston) McRey
was bom on June 15, 1936, in Oak
Plat, Teras, and died on March 8,
2015, in Lacambe, Alra JoAnne it
predeceased by her parents, Hnnoe
and Ada Woalveramna.
bushand, Len McK:ynﬂ&bmx.Aln.
son, Wedey McKsy; brochers, Gene
(Jemnoic) McKay of Cannecticut,
Bufoxd Magge) McKay o f Teaas;
dstecy, Claca, Logie, and Delhia of
gd;:mm Malfsigrr, Dale of Texas; four
and onegreat-great-
gmndchild

H Legal Notice

Meritime Conference oithe
Seventh-Ouy Advantinz Chusrch Ine.

Notke is hereby given that the forry-
elghth Regular Members’ Meedng of
the Madtime Coafecence of the Sev-
enth-dsy Adventist Church Inc will
bebeld at the C amp Pugwash cafrwda,
2197 Gulf Shore Raad, Pogwash, N S,
on Senday, Scprember 27, 2015,
beglaning at 9 s.m., Adantic Time.

sm::nnguall'dfmthc

oscs: Elsctinn of 3
OoudofDim:mo. Election of a
Bylaws Cammitree;

Eleainnofuﬂcnofthe(}nﬁma,
cnasiderarian of prop
mxhc&yimothchnfum the
aansmcdon of other business as may
properly eome before a Regular
Members’ Meeting.

The meamber churchesof the
Maarime Canference are d
at this meeging by delegarrs  chosen
on the &llowing basls: one delegare
from each chunch phus one addirnna)
delegase for each 40 members oc
mafor Eracdoa thereof

Delegares who are members of
the O>ganizing Cammifrrr are athed
to meet at the plaee of the session
on Sundgy, Scpaemb-ec 27%a 8 am.
Athofic Time

Jolm Fournier, Preodme
Paul Liowellyr Secresery
Ed Sharpe, Treancer
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High Definition and DVR

Connect to any TV « Record your favorite shows*
*optional USB memory required for recording

Complete

Please ask us about
INTERNET options

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
No Credit Checks
FREE Install Kit

Satellite System
Includes 36 in.
Satellite Dish

Only $249<:A

Plus shipping and tax
%2 Bulk orders get discount!

Adventist Channels " §

z I Plus more than 80 other FREE Christian Channels and News Channels
Camey puiv DwAr D Cusny [ Owed i — e iohm @

8 66' 5 5 2_6 8 8 2 The#1 choice for Adventist sateliite programming for more than 10 Years!
Glorystar - 8801 Washington Bivl su 0l - Rosevile, 55 WwWw. adventistsat.com
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Adventist Education Where You Are. . .
Be a part of OUR community

Partnerships = Academics = Community = Spiritual Growth

Accredited K-12 Alberta Education

e

Prairie Adventist Christian eSchool

F.A.C.E.

Free African Children thru Education
LI LG, P |  You can educate orphans in Aftican

Lf!ll L

3 Adventist sdiools! FACE orphans live at
home with surviving fomiy members. Your
| 965 ayear gift pays school fees, uniforms,
penclls, pens, paper, and postage for a child
arphaned by war, poverty, and disease. FACE
sends your donation w Uganda, then sends

Mait; FACE, G'o Mar ta Relfey, 1942 Wolf
Grove Rd, Almonte, ON WA 140 Canada

Ul Phove: 613/256-1153(6y).

Cefi: 613/259-5545(eve/winds)
Email: facekidscharity@yahoo.com

you a tax reeeipt and your child® information.

Authore of cookboaks, health
boolss, children'y chapter and picrace
boolss, call 800/367-1844 foc your
freeevaluation. We publish all book
formams, disribuse % over 39,000
booksmres in 220 eouncries. Find
our new titles at your local ABC or
www.T CACH Secvicescom—mwad
SDA boaks at wwwINFBoaks.eom.
(7/16)

Pianning an Crongelistic Sevian
or Health Seminar? Hve quostnns?
Nedemfcmnaxﬂy
pecpared handhills, brochure, signs,
bmaners, and services? Call
free, 800/274-0016 and ask for
HOPE Customer Service, or visit

wwwhopesourcecom. You deserve
the best with mafidenae and pease
of mind. Yoar friendsat HOPE

SOURCE deliver on time. (12/15)

Fountsbwisw Acadergy is an
80-studen? boarding school nestled
in the pdmine mounmins of Bridsh
Columbia Leadiog young people
0 Chrig is oar firse pdoriry We are
an accredired school with exxellent
facilitles and a pramising funure. To
see a list of our currear job openings,

viewca (9/15)
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REACH Canada
(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

+VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION, NO SALARIES INVOLVED
*REACH Canada Incorporated as a registerad charity in 1994
sTax exempt # 895034 189RR000T

Member of Adventist4.aymen's Services and Industries

«An independent ministry supporting the SDA Chuich'’s mission
Operates schoals, orphanages. hostels, and feeding centers
«Actively working in 26 countries

*Seven branch offices

+0.04% from each sponsorship is used for adminisiration
*REACH International Inc. organized in 1973

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

O YES! | will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
0O Boy COGirl O No preference

O do not wish to sponsor a child but | would
ike to make a donationof §_
OJoy FundOGreatest NeedOther

Name
Street
City Prov. PC
Tel i

REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E
Whitby, ON, L1N 9G3, Canada (905) 720-1624
info@reachcanada.org

www.reachcanada.org *
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from the editor

August 2015

THE 60™ GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION, the worldwr'de coaference for
Adventism that happens once every five years, is quite an experience. If I could
describe it in one word, it would be powerful Over 65,000 delegases and visitors
fiom over 160 countries walled sogether, worshipped sogether, ate together, and
fellowshipped together. It was more than the colourful clothing, conversations,
collective spirit, and communion, It was a time of celebration as we heard about
expansion in some areas, and also a time of empathy as we heard of the pain and
persecution some are experiencing in other areas,

This was the first session I have had the privilege to attend in its entirery, and I
am glad I did, Thesession brought cencwal to several friendships I have cultivated
over the last 35 years that I have served the church. I thought it fiunny that everyone
looked older than I felt, but I suppose they thought the same of me! I saw several of
my friends ectiringfrom service, while others sook on newlevels of responsibility,

When I look at the next generasion swepping forward, I see faith, hope, and chasity.
I see well-educated, passionate paople who are strongin the Lord and serving Him
with the strength of their youth, despite negativity from armchair critics around
them, They need our prayers and support, but I belicve that this generation of youth
is the best yet, willing to fight for social justice, to give voice to those who have no
voice, and to reach communities with real help. I see youth of all ethnic backgrounds
worshipping, praying, and working sogether with less focus on skin tones and more
focus on shared mission, As the father of a multi-ethnic family, that malses me proud.

To me, the highlight of the session was not the vore on women's ordination, the
display booths, meeting old friends and making news ones, or even the powerful
sermons, My highlight was the Parade of Nations, this year called Mission on the
Move, which aarraeed the chronology of our church’s growth in 228 countries
around the world, At the end I was proud so proclaim, "We are a strong people.”

This GC session was 2 wonderful reminder that our church is powerful, our
church is passionate, and our church is diverse, Lilee the words of the session theme
song, “We have this hope that burns within our hears, hope in the coming of the
Lord." Let’s focus on our mission to bring hope and wholeness so the world so that
we may all be ready for the soon coming of the Lord, m

Stan Jensen.editor
Canadian Adverttist Messenger




by Ailmee Perez

A BACKWARD GLANCE

NUTRITION IS AN IMPORTANT ASPECT of Adventist heritage and contribution. We
are proud of our health message, and rightly so. Public resognition through studies such
as the Blue Zones Pro ject prove what we have long known, that a healthy lifestyle and
active faith not only are good for your spirttual health but also do your body good!

It reasonably follows, then, that as purveyors of a health message, we are equally
responsible %o provide delicious recipes that put these healthful guidelines into practice.

This month we take a look back at some oldies but goodies: recipes that have been
shared in past issues of the Canadian Adventist Messenger. Perhaps one or more of them
have become old family traditions; perhaps you may find a new classic for your recipe

bax. Bon appétitl

fugwst 28, 1963 — Tk red

by Shirley Oakley, R.D.

Appleswere grownin the Mcditeriancan arcaatieast 1,000 yeass 2go. Seed)'tngs |
were brought v Massachusetts 10 years afier ihe Pilprims arrived, Because apples
have been avuiluble, and so versatile, they have always been tliis counliy’s favourite
fruit.

There ate soma:ny varieties of apples thatmost arc unfamiliar. We tend o prefer
Red or Yellow Delicious or Mclntosh fer ealing fresh, while Nonheso Spies.
Spartans, and Rome Beauties are cxcellenl for cooking.

Eighty-fourcomponents have been isotated. which are known is contribute ) the
distinctive llavour of apples. ®F caurse, every variely has different quantities of
each component. which explains why thc lavows vay.

Apptes are ot agood source of any one nistricnt, but contritute small amounts of
most nutrient; to he dict. However, studies done a1 Michigan State: Un weusty,
indate tbat studens who ate an applc a day maintained much better heallth than
these whodid rol. Apples arerich in pectin, and act as aa exceifcal Losthbrush.

In 1370 Elltn White wrote. *'If you can get apples, you are m g#od condition
They are superior to any fruil thal grows.” Couasels on Diel and Foeds, p. 312,

The Apple Bar recipe gives a new twist 1o the al d *Matrimonial Cake' recipe. It
¢ lewer in calones, and makes 3 nutrilious, light dessen. Apple Bars keep well for
several days in the refiigerater,

Apple Bars
| cup whole wheat flour
¥z cup rown suger
% 15p. buking powder (optional)

1 cup rolled oats

12 cup sofl margarine

2Y2-3'2 cups sliced applcs
Mecthod

Mz Nies) four ingredie ats. Cut the margurine intothe flour.oat mixture. Press half of
he mixsureintoa? x 117 bakingdish. Arrangethe sliced apples evenly on the criumb

pﬂ:mwmmummuh
Seppduye. (amdim Ouiva M ssemger, Yol. 32, 0. 14,p.14.

(Right) Mty 29, 1964— Thisredpe far sey®
oot bund was devdgged by @ (Laing)
Lewsen te halp her san cave his baking
honewr ln ALV, A repide whits brsad redpe
was fortifiad with eots, whee! g67T8, and
sop flowr to maease its nevitiand valve.
Cmafien (uise Re@gez, Vol.33,M0.16,
p11,

(et Fob. 21, 1080—This upple bar redpe

&y act be the haalthiest in the world, but
itwas asuly deicoss. medien Afvesthd

Genayg Yol. 49, No0.4,p.11.

Seya Qat Bread ar Bueus

132 rups Rolled oats plaved in the
bowd in which you are puing to mix your
bread.

Pour over oats 2 cups ol boiling water
and let stand @l just warnn,

In a scparate, smaller bowl, dissolve
2 tbsp. white sugar in 2 cups of luke-
warm water.

Sprinkle in the water 1 pkg. of Fleish-
mann’s dvy yeast and let stand for 10
ninulvs.

Combinc yeast mixture and oats. Add
4 level tcaspoens of salt. 2 cups white
unbleached flour or oll purpase white
flour, 3 cup soy Hour.

Stir 1he sbove ingredients well, then
caver and seb in a warm place and allme
to ris¢ till bubbly—approx. V: hour,

Add ¥ cup of warm waiar in which
yuu have dissohved 3 thsp. boswn sugar
and 3 1hsp. of oil.

Add 2/3 cup of wheat germ, approx.
6-7 cups of unbleachal shite flour, vr
sufficient to form a doughh.sll.

Knead ahout 5 minulcs, then pour 1
thsp. of pil in your bunds and pat over
the dough in the pan. Cover and allow
10 rise till double in bulk. Kncad well
agnin and shape into loaves or buns and
place in wcll-greased pans. Allow to cise
the secend time. Bake at 400° for 15
minutes, then 350° for 4045 minutes
¢dcpending on the oven). Buns— 375°
—appeuxhnately 35 rninutes or till done.
Vuriatlons —

For Rnisin Buns—nilel desired amount
of washed, and drained ralsing, or other
dried fruits such as corrants, dates or
dricd apricots, pears, peaches or cher-
rigs. ttc. Nuts may be sdded eccssion-
olly for a trcat, or | Dkg. of mixcd peel
for Chrisunss Bubs.

Cliange grain und flonss for variety—
millet flour, corn, and other combina-
tions,

Seeds such as sesume, sunflower, pop-
py. and flax add truly delwcious natural
vils and vitinins necessary to health.

Sesunte seeds contain 2 geod supply of
thismine, and other Fuctars of the "B”
vomplex, alse calciwn, phosphorus. iron,
and some trace mincruls.

Sunflower seeds — “According 1o te-
search at the Loiversity of lllinois Agri-
cultural Experisnent Stuzion, sunfiower
secds contoin 52.7% protein which is
of higher biological vilue thun the pro-
tein of mcat, cgg or fish. It contains all
the amino acids necded fer the building
and rebair of body cells and tissues in a
form which is readily utilized.” 1L is a
splends'd source of the § complex vila-
mins, calcium, pbosphorus, iron, cic.

(ighQ) Jam. 10, 1979
— This aashew lond
redpewas hared by
Shistey Oaldeyin her
Gtden Carner cihwen
and nahs 3 grest
vegstastmn roast.
Casafies Advertiv®
Neaages, Vol. 49,
Ne1,p.13.

vely low io sedium.

1 larg e onion

1
|
mixture. Top with the remaining c;umbs. Bake at 350" for 40.45m° s Serves 8-10. |

1 cup raw cashews, coarsely ground
| vp 50y or evaporated milk

| cup soft whole wheat bread crumbs

The cashew nut is the product of a tropical evergreen tree, native to Central
America. Today the major exporters of cashew nuts are South America and India.
Many cashews are also grown in Arica.

The frwit of the cashew resembles a large fleshy apyrle. The shell of this apple
coniains an oil wkich is very irritaling Lo the skin. Roasting desturoys the poison.
T crefore alter the frvit is picked, it musi be rosstod before shelling

Each fit. centsins oce nut, which must be czrefully picked out of the apple by
hand - @ very slorx and ted tous process.

The o e cup of cashews in our recipe yields about 17 grams of protein, and 45
grams of (A, Cashews arc also a 8300d source of mincrals 2ad B Vilamins. They arc

“This cashew nut loaf can be prepared shcad, and baked the next day. It is
delicious served with a chicken style gravy.

Cashew Loaf

11bsp. soy sauce

3 sp. salt

3 Tbsp. dried o r fresh paniley
Ya tsp. celely seed

Melhed

Cembioe all i gredients. Mix well to make sure that the seasonings are well
diswibured threugbent the mixiure. Place in a greased bakiag dish. Bake at 350"
until firm, and lightly srown, for about 48 minutes. Serves 4-6.
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Did you know Canada has an Amazing
Facts office right here at home?

We've been operating since 2000 and
God is blessing in truly amazing ways!

CONTACT INFO

Amazing Facts Ministries
Box 449
Creston, BC VOB 1G0
Ph: 1-888-402-6070

ON TELEVISION

VISION TV (Across Canada)
Sunday 10:30am & 8:30pm EST

Schedules are online for the
following satellite channels

3ABN & Hope
AFTV

W

ON THE RADIO
BIBLE ANSWERS LIVE

VOAR - see voar.org
11:00-12:00pm NF Sunday

JOY 1250 AM Toronto
10:00-11:00pm ET Sunday

CHRB 1140 AM Calgary
1:00-2:00pm Mon - Fri MT

VISION

Visit us online: AmazingFactsMinistries.com

Saying Hello and Goodbye

Please join us in welcoming our new director, Pastor Rudy Harnisch and his wife, Michelle,
along with their two grown children, Johann and Laura. They come to us with a varied
ministerial background, which includes spending seven years as missionaries in Africa and
pastoring churches in Alaska and 8C. Pastor Rudy is currently serving as the Adventist
Muslim Relations Liaison for the Seventh-day Adventist Church of Canada and has recently
returned from an evangelistic effort in the UK.

We've been so blessed over the past years to have the experience, leadership, and
vision of Pastor Jacob Hiebert, and his wife, Judy, who have recently retired. They
were largely responsible for starting up the Amazing Facts office here in Canada and
for getting all of our projects off the ground. Their tireless work and willingness to
serve, wherever they've seen a need, have been such a blessing. We trust there will
be many in the kingdom as a result of their efforts.

What We're Up To

Amazing Facts remains committed to keeping the work underway here in Canada. The
TV and radio programs go on broadcasting vital truth into homes across the nation
with thrilling responses! Bible school students may now opt to take the lessons by mail
or online at amazingfactsministries.com. The errolment continues to grow, with
many students being referred to pastors and churches for baptism and further study.
Bibie school sign-up cards are now available for churches who wish to do mail-outs in
their area. We continue producing the Viral Videos, which address important doctrinal
subjects in a way designed to attract the internet generation. All of our Viral Videos may
be viewed and shared on social media sites such as youtube and facebook. Our newest
one, Utopia, has just been made available.

Can You Help?

As we see the momentous events taking place all around us, we are inspired with
renewed energy to press forward with the Gospel message for a dying world. Funding
is urgently needed to keep our programs on TV and radio, literature flowing from our
office all across Canada, and to expand new outreach projects. Contact Amazing Facts
Ministries today to learn more about how you can help spread the Word with a monthly
orindividual gift, or direct sponsorship of our programs. Rememberyoucan alsodonate
online! Gifts are eligible for a Canadian tax receipt, and will make an impact for eternity.
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