| ‘On coming to the house,
they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshipped him.”

Matthew 2: 11, NIV:

E—

——
S$7.30

Embrace

Bring Back Jesus (p.3)
Gratitude is an Attitude (p.17)

Keeping Christ in Christmas (p.46) PMA40069337




-

e

h your help we can turn this em

into a school full of children.

Help us to raise $100,000 to build and operate
this school for Syrian refugee children. Please

visit www.adra.ca/refugeeschool today.

20 Robert St W.
Newcastle, ON
L1B 1C6
1-888-274-2372

Canada
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¢ She will bear a son, and you
shall call His name Jesus, for
He will save His people from

their sins.—mMatt, 1:21, ESV ) )

Bring Back Jesus

couldn’t help but averhear a conversation betwsen two friends

who were shopping near me. One 1old the other how stressed the

bolidays made her feel. Her friend said she was still paying for the
gifts she had given the previous year. No doubt sbout it, many folks
find this a rough time of year.

T actually learned a great deal about Christmas from Dad. I can’t
recall a time when he didn't reach out to include others in our plans.
True, we eachanged gifts on Christmas Eve but always with others
who had no family around. They would join us for the evening as
well as fora special dinner the nexe day.

Dad saw an extra dimension so Christmas—a deeply spiritual one.
We spent time singing about the birth of Christ, At times we artended
religious services with people whose faith differed from our awn, Our
gifts vo one anodher were meaningful and praceical, and our guests were
always included. Christmas became a favourite time of year mostly
because of the people my father included.

Pechaps we need 1o push the reset button on Christmas and shift
the focus from receiving so giving. All around us are people who may
be alone at this time of year. For many, that's really bard. But together
we can malee a difference, Why not open our homes and heasts o
help someone feel valued and welcome?

In the gift of Jesus, the Father makes me feel valued and welcame.
Without Christ, I would be devalued as a consequence of sin. Jesus
makes a diffecence. Through Him, God the Father welcomes us inso
His family. And by thatact, God shows us how so live.

Let’s bring Jesus back o the holiday season. Are you with me? m

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.

Find us on:
& facebook.
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\9—&(«@ an Affordable Way to Share Christ Through Health!
S

AS LOW AS A In North America, 2 out of 3 are dying of heart disease,
stroke, or cancer.* Through three engaging programs, the
Eat to Heal DVD encourages all to make simple changes for LIFE.
dper DVD -’ g ¢

| Dr. Ferreira makes it so simple to understand

. i Program{1l & BODY l how to eat to prevent, and in certain cases,
- reverse disease,

Obtain realistic healing of your mind by
learning how to fight depression naturally.

Program2f ® MIND

In this short film, follow David as he explores

Program 3/ ¥ SPIRIT ‘ the longing of every human heart and the way
v to find fulfiliment through true seeking.

An amazing gift for Christmas, birthdays, evangelistic series, display booths,

o~ and even door-to-door distribution.

1-9 Can comfortably be given to Christians as well as individuals who have no
10-59 spiritual background.

60-449 i

450-999 2300 = F ing! THIS YEAR, SHARE THE GIFT OF HEALTHI!

1000+ 175 — Fre Order today as quanitities are limited.

Contact us ot 905-576-6631 or mail@lifestylecanada.org

*Statistics Canada, Leading Causes of Deaths by Sex, Avallable online at hitp /fwww stalcan ge.caltables-tableaux'sum-somi0 1/cs101 hith36a-eng . htm, Accessed May 22, 2013 | ** Taxes not included

GIVE LIGHT. GIVE HOPE. GIVE NOW!

From the man in Alberta who read the tract on addiction and chose to quit smoking, to the young
boy who called in asking how his sins can be forgiven, GLOW trac% are impacting lives every day.
Just ask the young man in Toronto who decided to come to church aiter reading a tract, or the lady
in northern Saskatchewan who is now faithfully studying the Bible. Each will tell you that something
very small as a tract can produce a big impact.

GLOW is a movement with a mission: to Give Light to our World in darkness. And that mission is
being fulfilled, one story at a time. Over one million tracts have been distributed in Canada — that's
one in 35 Canadians! The bible study requests received week after week testify to the impact GLO
is having on the lives of thousands of individuals all across this country.

The Lifestyle Canada Ministry runs the GLOW program in Canada and we rely heavily on you.
Our success in sharing the gospel in this simple way is dependent on your generosity. For those
who have supported us in the past, we thank you on behalf of all whose lives have been
touched. As we enter the holiday season, we ask you to remember us by making a
tax-deductible contribution to the ministry.

te Online: LifestyleCanada.org/Donate JONATHAN ZITA
Lifestyle Canada Director

Cheque: Lifestyle Canada e ————
20C Robert St. W, =
Newcostle, ®N, L1B 1C6 @ @

ick your | 5766631
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Tha site of an old baskatball court will
ba transisrmed by the eesstruction of

anew cchool for rafuges chilees,
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IT IS THEWORST HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN THE WORLD
TODAY. Four and a half million Syrians are seeking refuge from
the brutal civil war that has tom apart their country and shattered
their lives. Millions more try to keep ahead of the carnage by
moving from village to village within Syria.

The civil war has dragged on for five long years. Hundreds
of thousands have died, and many more bear both physical
and emotional scars. There is little hope for peace.

Yet children like Raisan still dream. She dreams that one day
she will become a doctor to help those who are sick and suffering.

Raisan’s father has long worked in Lebanon. His family lived
In Syvia, and hewouldsend the bulk of his wages home to support
them. Fearful for their safety, he told them to leave Syria and
move to Lebanon when the eonflict became too dangerous.
His salary had been more than enough to support them In Syria,
but Lebanon's cost of living Is far higher. In Syria they had a
lovely home, but now they live in aramshackle two-room
apartment under an averpass.

Lebanon's resources have been strained by the influx of
over one million refugees.

Children are bearing the biggest brunt of the crisis, and they
makeup almost half of therefugeepopulation in Lebanon. For
most refugee families, food, shelter, and health care ate more
urgent priorities than education.

The biggest barrier to education for Syrian refugees In Lebanon
is the lack of space in public schools. The schools are overwhelmed
and simply cnnot cope with the sheer volume of refugees. Over
200,000 school-aged refigee children lack 2esess to age-

December 2015

-

With tha h;b of doners ke you, I
Kaican and ather refuges childnes
will ke abla ts realiza thelrdreans.

| esssdld,

appropriate education. Denying children an education
hampers not only their intellectual growth and emotional
well-being but also their future opportunities.

ADRA has been providing food, shelter assistance, and other
aid to Syrians for several years. In response to educational need, in
December 2014 ADRA opened a school for refugee children with
funding fiom our generous donors and the Canadian government.

Raisan is now one of the students.

At first, a space above a commercial bank was rented. Some
120 children registered, and others joined a long waliting list.
Mrs. Karan, an Adventist d@acher, came out of retirement to
becomet he principal. The other teachers are all Syrian refugees.

The rental space was not ideal, so a new school is being
constructed at Middle East University campus on the site of
an old basketball court The new building will have ample
dassroom space, proper washroom facilities, and an area for
recreational activities.

In response to the averwhelming needs, the Canadian
government launched the Syria Emergency Relief Fund. All
eligible donations made by Dec. 31, 2015, up to $100 million,
will be matched.

ADRA will continue to provide emergency and other assistanee
to these vulnerable people. Please join us by giving generously

so that children like Raisan can realiae their @

dreams. m
Sharmiila Red is the director of [ 1A
donor relotionsat ADRA Conada. (2 11ad 2




president’s perspective

Better

Than

ecently, I arrived early for an event, Shorty
after I goe comforwable in my seat, another
lady arrived. I greeted her by asking how
she was doing, and she poured out a long
list of minor complaints about her recent experiences.
To everyone else who arrived subsequently and greeted
her, she repeatad the same petry grievances, Afeera
while she sounded lilee a broben record playing the same
sad song over and over again. I sat there wandering,
Do this lady bave anything positive to say?

When I wasch television or listen to the radio and
hear what is happening in the world—people feeing
havingleft possessions behind because of war in their
eountry, refugees stuck at border crossings with no
food or the basic necessities, people who have lost
cverything because of floods, hurricanes, typhoons,
carthqualses, or other natural disasters—I chink how
impormant it is to have perspective and so recognize all
of our blessings.

This lady’s woes were miniscule in comparison to
what others experience. She has so much to be thankful
for. She lives in a relatively peaceful country, and she
has a good job and a loving family, She is surrounded
by people who appreciate her contributions, and yet
she bundled her complaints with her grecting instead
of choosing vo share how she has been blessed, what
God had done and is still doing in her life.

Many years ago I met an old Hungarian genteman
who left one of the most positive impressions on me.
‘Whenever anyone greets him and asks him how he is
doing, his response is always the same: “I am better
than excellent.” And he means it. He always sees the
glass half full instead of half empty and has the most
infecdous laugh. And yet this geatleman has many
things about which he could justifiably complain. He
was displaced from his country during the Cold War,
which forced him to leave a budding career and a
high-ranking job as well as all his earthly possessions,
except for his wife and two sons. In Canada, because
of che language barrier and his age, he had to settle for
a job less than ideal for someone with his education
and experience, Despise all this, he mainmins a very
positive attitude, His attitude made every encounter
with him a pleasant one and left you wondering how

'Heb in Datly Uving (Ellen G. White Estate, 20101, 29.

he could maintain such positivity despite all that life
had thrown at him,
Ellen G. Whive astutzly wiote the following

statement:

We need not keep our own record of trials
and difficulties, griefs, and sorrows. All these
things are written in the books, and heaven
will take care of them. While we are eounting
up the disagreeable things, many things that
are pleasant to reflect upon are passing from
memory, such as the merciful kindness of
God surrounding us every moment and the
love over which angels marvel, that God gave
His Son to die for us. .... If you do not feel
lighthearted and joyous, do not talk about
your feelings. Cast no shadow upon the lives
of others. ... Let your thoughts be directed to
the evidenees of the great love of God for you.'

The apostle Peser also admonishes us in 1 Peter
4:9, 10, to “be hospisable to one another without
grumbling. As each one has received a gift, minisser
it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God® (NK]JV). We haveall coceived God's
manifold blessings through His Son, Jesus Christ. and
cach day these blessings are renewed. They vary each
day accocding so our needs, but we need to share these
gifs—God’s goodness—with others,

While we may all face real challenges and difficulgies
in our lives, these should not avershadow or ceplace
the assurance of our salvation and our thankfulness
to God for His blessings. These positive assurances
will always be on our lips when someone greets usor
when we coaverse with others, This would allow us
to respond to the common
inquisitive grecting of “How
ate you?* in a way that is
similar to my old Hungarian
friend’s answer, “Beaer than
excellent” m

Joyee Jones is the treasurer for
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Conada.
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I believe that my faith Is quite strong, but m scared
of God coming back. 'm scared my faith isn’t strong
enough to get me to heaven. 'm also scared of being
persecuted for my faith. What can i do?

OK, pay attention to this, because it has the potential to change
your entire life. Ready? Here it goes: your end-of-times anxiety
can be transformed into joyful anticipation by a simple change

of perspective. Instead of focusing on the apparent uncertainty of
your salvation, think of what Jesus'’s second coming will actually
maan for you and the whole planet:

1) No more pain, no more %ears, no more death.
2) lustice is finally done.
3) You get to see lesus in person!

So, rather than being afraid of thetrals, persecutions, and all that
scary stuff, look at the positive outcome; climb to the tallest rooftop
of your city and scream hard, “BRING IT ON!”

One more thing: there’s no such thing as a“Faith Measuring
Algorithm” that calculates your chances to go to heaven. You
belleve in Him; He saves you. m




Me, that they might know that | am the Lord who sanctifies them.
—Ezeklel 20:12, NKIV

C re ' o o | Moreover | also gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between them and

- corier
, “rKids 4

L J
AINK JDO 11, Here's a Sabbath activity to try. On drawing paper,
While most other fish just = draw God's large arms in a cradling position. Place
release their eggs into the - a baby picture (yours, if you can find one) in God's
water and leave them to live arms. Add a Bible verse and a title, like “Sabbath
ordie, the male seahorse — Resting in God's Love” or something similar.
provides a safe resting place
for the eggs until the babies
are ready to hatch.
In the same way, God
provides His children with all
they need for life and godliness
(see 2 Peter 1:3). Part of His
wonderful care for us includes
the gift of the Sabbath, a day
when we can spend time with
Himin a speclal way.The
Sabbath is a reminder that
we can relax because God has
taken care of everything. He
doesn’t need our works to make
us holy. He only needs our
co-operation and a willingness
to let Him accomplish His work
In us.

Tammie Burak and her family
enjoy studying and leaming from
God'’s creation. You can contact her
at tammiea burak@gmail.com or
follow her blog at www.craation
comerforkids.blogspot.ca.
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SCISSORS, A COMB, AND ELECTRIC HAIR
CLIPPERS are all tools of the trade for Kelvin H.
Kublall, a fourth-year religious studies student at
Burman University. While most may associate
these items with barbers’ tools—which they
are—they are also Kelvin's tools for evangelism.
What started out as a necessity would grow to
become his passion and now his minlstry.




“Being comfortable evangelizing not only with Bible in hand but also with
a pair of scissors and hair clippers has opened his eyes to a world of future possibilities.

Volunteering with Campus Ministries at the Red
Deer Soup Kitchen, Kelvin noticed that he and his
fellow classmates would almost be 800 busy with their
given sasks so really interact with those they were coming
into contact with. Watching the masses go through the
lines, he noticed that they were just as interested in human
inveraction as they were interested in the soup. He sensed
that the people around were longing for community,
and he knew that he wansed to do more than just hand
them a bowl of soup.

Kelvin had always been a bit angry that God had not
blessed him with the talent w sing, play an instrument,
speak, or pray, but he did have one talent that he could
share. Growing up Kelvin used o get haircuts from his
mom that did not go over well with his classmases. He
got tired of the bullying, so he saved money and went
%0 an actual barber. His life changed after watchingthe
barber at work, and after much practice and analysis he
starved to cut hair.

This is what Kelvin wanted %o propose. He had seen
the inseraction between client and barber, and he knew
thatthisinseraction could lend itself to ministry. The
idea was Haircuts for Humanity, taking a bit of his salent
0 the streets of Red Deer.

Kelvin proposed his idea to his roommate Brian
Cruz, afourth-year religious studies major at Burman,
who encouraged him o take it a ssep further. Kelvin felt
that God was leading him, so he began a partnership
with the Alberta Conference under the guidance of
Pastor Lyle Notice, Alberta Conference Community
Services Director and Associase Youth Direcsor. They
collaborased with the Red Deer Soup Kitchen and got
ADRA Canada to sponsor their urban project. He then
organized students o help him in this effort to provide
hair washing, hair cutting, and conversation to those
who needed it at the Red Deer Soup Kitchen.

It has been a few years since Kelvin set foot on the
campus, buthe finally has matched his salent and passion
and directed it toward a ministry. In a few months he
will be graduating, and he is looking forward to that
phase of his life.

“I'm not sure if I was called to become a pastor. My
mom says I was, but truthfully, I don’t know. I think God
is still working with me through this. I do know that I
was called to ministry, in whasever capacity possible; I
have devored my life w0 serving God. Whether it means
becoming a pastor or not, that's why I'm here studying
theology,” says Kelvin.

It is no surprise that his favourise class is Dr. Bruce
Boydss Principles of Evangelism. “Dr. Boyd has encouraged

and enabled me through this class o become more
outward focused in such a self-centred world. Evangelism
is the opportunity %o share the love of God with someone
else; it may be vocally, physically, and even secredy. There
is no perfect way %0 do evangelism, but there are various
ways to creave opportunities to share God's love with
others,” states Kelvin,

Of all the things that Kelvin has learned being at
Burman University, this one thing stands out %o him:
Be comfortable being yourself.

"Since being here at Burman, I learned one very
important thing that I wish I had learned eatlier. Be
comfortable being yourself! They say %o ‘Be You at BU;
I'support that 100 percent! Many of us come %0 university
searching for who we really are. Loving who you are and
standing for something keeps you from falling for [just]
anything. It’s hard trying so fit in, especially when God
created you [0 be] special, vo stand out to be a light,
and to be an example for others,” stresses Kelvin.

It is this newfound comfort in being happy with
what God has given him that has shaped his path inso
his newest venture, Haircuts for Humanity. Being
comfortable evangelizing not only with Bible in hand
but also with a pair of scissors and hair elippers has
opened his eyes % a world of future possibilities.

Currently in his Pastoral Field Experience
(practicum), Kelvin has gotten a taste of what it is like
%0 be a pastor. Throughout his entire field experience,
it is no surprise that community service is his favourite
part. His time at Burman has given him the chance %0
find himself through God.

“I came to Burman confused and broken, but I
feel like my struggle over the past three years here has
strengthened my faith in God,” shares Kelvin.

Now that he is about to leave this campus, he wants
%0 leave something behind for his fellow students. "A
legacy only leaves memories. I want o leave a cause,
something other students can pick up on and participase
in. Swarting Haircuts for Humanity has opened the
doors for many other people trying to get involved in
ministry. That's the goal, empowering others to see
their potential through the gifts God has blessed them
with and using them for His name’s honour and glory”
He continues, “I've had a little tasse of ministry, but I
can't wait to be fully immersed where ministry isn't just
my free time away from studying, but ministry becomes
my life!” m

JIR Ferrer is the director of
communication for Burman University.

December 2015

n




12

Where Are
They Now

Ed Turanski and Jusmita Neal

Messanger: Ed, you lost your wife
Audrey Weis. And Juanita, you lost your
bustand 1 eskie Neal. Subsequentdy, she Lord
brought yeu tagether; and you married in
2012. Tell me abowt yosr childhood.

Ed Yeransld? I wasborn on a farm in
northeastern Saskasxchewan neara small
village called Kerchen. I have four siseers

and one brother.

MaanitaNsak I wasbom in Takoma
Park, Md. I am the oldest of three siseers
and an adopred brother, Providingan
Adventist education for their children
was a focus for my parents.

M Where did you ahtain your edacation?
E: I graduated from Adventisc
Academy in Rutland, B.C., and earned

a bachelor of theology from Canadian
Unian College, My macter’s degree was
fram the Seventh-day Adventist Theo-
logical Seminary in Washingron, D.C.
J: All of us children amsended church
schoolin Cicero and then artended
ladiana Academy. Afeer graduating in
1956, I atvended Emanuel Missionary
College. It was there I met Leslie Neal,
and it was love at first sight, We matried
in 1957, 1 caseived a bachelor’s degree
in music education in 1961, My master’s
degree is from Lewis and Clark College
in Pordand, Ore,

December 2015

Messenger catches up with former

leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada. In this issue we talk

with Ed Teranski and Juanita Neal.

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer.

M: Desorsbe youy service to the chuyeh.

E: Audrcy and I began our pastoral
ministy in 1958 in Dauphin, Man,,
serving in the Manitoba-Saskatchewan
Conference until 196 . We then moved
to the Alberta Coafecence from 1966 to
1970, Afser pastoring in the B.C, Confer-
ence from 1970 so 1978, we transferred
back to Alberta fram 1978 so0 1986, and
then reaumed o B.C. fom 1988 to 2009.
I cctired in 2000, For several years in

the Alberw Coaference I served as the
ssewardship and minisverial secretary.

It Ledie and I began our pastor/eeacher
sojourn in 1961, The first 10 years were
spent in Michigan, Leslie’s home state,
During the first 15 years my work was
part-time teaching music and piano lessons
wherever my husband pastored. My

first fulltime seaching position was at
the Camelback Elemeatary School in
Scottsdale, Ariz. In the summer of 1977
we moved to Canada, where I did the rest
of my educrianal wodk—all for the church
except for five years, I taught music and
Grades 7-10 in 10 different schools; was
principal at Mamawt Atosketan Native
School, Alta, and at Pleasant Valley Junior
Academy in Vernon, B.C. From 1997 so
2001 I was the vics-pregident for education
in the B.C. conference.

M As yon review your opportusities for
service, what browght you the greatest joy
and satisfaction?

E: During my pastoral ministry I very

much enjoyed doing public evangelism.
I reallin 1969 having 104 baptisms. In

1993 and again in 1995 Audrey and I
travelled so the Ukraine for evangelistic
meetings, Since then I have raised fands
for 28 church buildings and have made
12 trips, This has brought great sarisfaction.
X From the time I was a little girl, I was
encauraged by wondesful seachers and
pastors 8o be a “warleer for God.” Iam
blessed as I witness mry students’ accom-
plishments, see them succeed, and watch
them grow in the Lord.

M: Tellme abows your family.

E: Audrey and I had twin boys, Ron
(Lanrel Mundall) and Randy; and twin
girls, Dona (Rod) Fleck and Locs (Chardes)
Toop, I have seven grandchildren,

2 Leslie and I had four children. Lenita
(Randall) Skoretz, Leslic ITI (Heidi),
Rodney (Kandi Golez), and Charla
(Mack Willis). I have nine grandchildren.

Mz Where ave yos now, and whas are

yox doing?

E: Welivein Walla Walla, Wash., and I
am still caising funds for church buildings
in the Ukraine.  somedmes teach the
Sabbath school lesson and preach.

2 Ivolunteerin a number of areas and

enjoy serving as onganist at the Village
Seveath-day Adventist Church in Callege
Place, Wash. m




IT WAS A TYPICAL FEBRUARY EVENING IN ONTARIO—
clear, saarry, and subaero. Exiting the airport serminal, Jenn and
Mike gasped as the icy air entered their lungs and slammed against
their skin. Afeer they spent 10 days in Hawaii to celebrate their
10" anniverzary, the frigid Onario air, although expeceed and
familiar, was still shocking to them, They scurried to the car,
loaded up their bags, and headed forhome.

Hawaii had been magjcal, but Jenn and Mike were anxious to
sec their two beantiful kids—Max, 8, and Chloe, 5—at the other
end of the 45-minute soreach of highway.

Then suddenly, there was black ice; bralee lights; careening
transports; skidding, skatngvehicles. Then, the piercingbellow
of car horns, the screaching of metal on metal, the sharering of
glass—and the lives of six people, among them ¢his young couple,
lost in the wreckage,

While losing their parents was heardreaking beyond words
for Max and Chloe, what happened to the children in the
months and years following the wagic deaths of their parents
was a heartbreak of a different kind. And it is one that could
have been avoided.

Jenn and Milse were lilse many couples and parenws their age:
in their late 30s with children, a modest suburban home, and a
family pet. Some family relationships were sarained, mostly becanse
of Jenn and Milee’s dsdision to join a faith that was different from
their respecttve Catholic and Presbyserian upbringings. Even
though their families were loving and well intentioned, Jenn
and Mike had 6aced harsh criticism for joining the Seventh-day
Advensist Church and for sending their children s0 a private
Seventh-day Adventist school, This made choosing a guardian
%0 be named in the will for their children a difficult, emotionally
loaded issue—and one that Jennand Milee had put off for too long.

Firsdy, no one really belicves he/she will die young, Secondly,

Y N B
U1 Ge Now?

you do not want to offend orhurt the feelings of family members
and/or close friends by choosing one over another. Thixdly,
placing the burden of raising your children on someone else is
of great concern. There is no one who will look afeer your kids
the way you do, so ask yourself, who is the next-best person?

One of the hardest things for your remaining family so do
is to pick someone to raise your children after you have died.
Make sure that the person you choose as a guardian is willing to
accept this appointment permanentdy.! Write down the reasons
for your choice of wha you want to sabe care of your children and
detail any specific wishes regarding the caising of your children,
such as those celased %0 cultural and religious beliefs and education.

If there is no will at the time of death, guardianship of children
is left up to the courts. Friends and family can step forward and
&y to obsain cussody; however, ajudge dedides who is best suited.
For reasons you couldn’t antdpate, your children could end up
in fosser care,

Had Jenn and Mike known that the tensions among their
family members would lead to many years of expensive litigation
and their kids being shuttled from one home to another, surely
Jenn and Mike would have taleen the time so malee a will that
named a guardian for their precious, beloved young children,

Choosing a guardian is not easy, but it is very imporsant and
necessary, Although we live as if it is not, life can be fecting and
cut short. You do not want your children to wonder, Where will
I go now?

The care, as well as the religious and cultural upbringing and
education of your children, is up to you in life—and, if you have
awill naming a guardian, it can continue to be up to you even if
you're gone. m

Leah Keys writes from Newcastie, Ont.

'Itis agood ldes to name a single Individual as a guardian. net a couple. If a named couple divorces, for @ampla, thiswill este

legalissues regarding the guardianship of your children It isalso advisable ¥ choase a second and completely separate guardian,
In case somelhing happens 1o your first cholee that makes it impoasible for himvher 1o act as guardian for your chlid/children.
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a better werld

Students eagerly help the

less fortuna

»

Mnmmmm-ﬂu
praject beld In Blackfaidy, Berth of Red Besr, in My,

ome students are pulling out their hammers to help the less

€octunate—and they’re making a big difference because of

their genuine inserest. Parkview Adventist Acaderny (PAA),
a boarding school and day academy in Lacombe, Alta,, and
Gatcway Christian School in Red Deer, Alta., have volunteered
on several projects with Neighbours, a division of A Berer Wodd
Canada {(ABW ), which is a Central Alberwa-based international
development organization formed 25 years ago as part of College
Heighws Seventh-day Adventist Church in Lacombe.

Since 2012, Neighbours has helped families with everydhing
€ram renovating a flooded basement so recoafiguring a home
for a eesminally ill child

Neighbours project co-ordinatar Randa Ziakris said the high
school students have been a great addition so the volunteer wam.
“The young people have been very enthusiastic and have been
very inscrumenmal in the completioa of the projects,” said Ziakris.
Rod Jamieson, vice-principal at PAA, said the school haslong
fostered an attitude of serving and giving back in the community.
Besides Neighbours, the Grade 10 to 12 school of 100-some
students holds a Service Day on which they pick up litser, do
yard work, and visit senior citizens.

Gateway, a Kindergarten to Grade 12 school of more than
700 students, has also encouraged students so think beyond
themselves through various service projects. It is also part of an
AlbertaEducation pilot project called Moving Forward With
High School Redesign, with a goal to develop ethical citizens
and engender respect, empathy, and compassion,

“It is great %o go vo Zimbabwe, but there is also mission work
hexe,” said Teresa Tasaryn, former vice-principal at Gateway.
Gatrway students participated in three Neighbours projects,
including landscaping a yard for a woman with multiple sclerosis,
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6 rwrp Owistien S ool stusnts tosk pavtin a projoctIn Somtiep, Mtn.
Thay have been mvaived in three of five prejects. Tacks mdd od buking for tamille,
damsclition, yardwork, daming, and ensediing fweitws.

High school students at both schools have shown strong interest
in Neighbours projecss. Tararyn described howstudents were
seen running down the hall so they could get so the signup lisc.

“Our students have really been excited about being involved.’
added Jamieson regarding the Neighbours projects, “They've
never questioned why they're doing this."

Elizabeth Oyelana, a Grade 12 student at Parkview, enjoyed
her experience with Neighbours and says her classmases who
participated did soo. Students readily signed up becanse it was
something they wanted to do, she said. One of her saslss includsd
purting boards up on a house exwrior.

*I think it has encouraged me to do more for people around
me,” said Oyelana, 17. “It didn’t take a lot of my time, and it was
really easy so do—but it makes abigimpace”

The students of the Christian school are also illustrating the
work of Jesus to the rest of the community. “We're showing our
faith through our actions, through ministering and serving;”
said Oyelana,

Tataryn said they've had conversations with scudents at
Gateway about responding vo the needs of the person next
door, without judgment. It's a nonjudgmental attitude that
is bridging the gap between the less fortunate and students,
Families appreciate these younghelpers, including Oyzlana.

“There’s low of food, and they thank us when we come in
and when we go out;” she said.

Tararyn, who has since moved so0 another Red Deer school,
said she believes the Neighbours projects have benefited not
only the families but also the student. themselves. “Students
will come back and say their conversations with families meant
something to them,’ Tataryn said. “They saw scars in the eyes
of recipiens. They felt needed ... I think on both sides, it has
made a difference.” B

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is a freefance writer for newspapers.

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abweanada.org. € €
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common post I read online these days, Pastors and

professionals will proclaim they have ceached their
boiling point. Many will claim they arc tired of the
sude, divisive comments that are circulating on the web,
Some will caim they just bave too many “betes™ things
to do, while onlya few will admit they are addicerd and
consumed with social media,

Before you take the dreadsd seeps of deactivating
your account, let me offer some suggestons on how
to find balance berween your online life and personal,
wangible world. But first, let me share a svory.

Ijoined Facebook begrudgingly, even through Iam
lanown as 2 “media savvy” person. Less than a week after
Ijoined, a young woman consacted me via Facebook's
private-messagjng function, She was in a crisis. She had
made some poor life choices and was now consideringa
possible abottion. The way she reached out to mehelped
me underssand that ber generation communicaced

differendy than mine. She was not going to find my
phone number an the back of the church bulletin, She
was not going to call the church secretary and make
an appointument t see me. Rather, in her world, she
communicaced through sodial media.

So before you cut the cord, let me make a few
canmmendations:

I‘mub'ug‘ break from Facebook. That scems o bea

Decide what your top three ways
of communication will be.

How can people reach you? Is the telephone or email the
best way for people to connect with you? Nawadays there
are too many oprons to number: Instagram, Twitser,
Periscope, Google, LinkedIn, to name a few. Limit your
communications to what you can manage and what offess
the most diversity to reach a wide group of people.

connected church

Set up specific times you are
going to engage In soclal medla.

Time management consultanes suggese thatyou
schedule your email wotk during cerwin times a day.
Therdore you are in contral of when you communicaee
with individuals, Some people spend all day replying
o emails as they come in. As a result they are less
productive with otherstasks, In thesame way, schedule
specific times during the day w interact on social media,

Set up a secret group.

Asa pastor and public speaker I raceive numerous
€riend requests every month. (I have made the choice
to accept every friend request as away to minister to
others.) However, since I do not personally linow 90
percent of the 2,000 “Giends” on my Facehook page,

I have cceated a sectet group under my account, This
group is limited o my close friends and family (about
50 people). It is within this private group where I share
my vacation photns, piceures of my children, and political
ideas or rants. My public Facebook page is limited to
lifting up Jesus and eacouraging others,

Let sacial media be s toal in your box ta reach people
for the gospel Over theyears, I have ministered to many
people on the edges of Christianicy through Facehook.
Ir can be a powerful enrzringwedge 80 buildiag God's
kingdom Howevey, it is like every other resource. Yon
must be in control of the medinm. m

Kumor Dixdt is the pastor of Oakridge Adventist Church in
Vancouver, 8.C. He Is the author of Branded Faith:
Contextualizing the Gospel in a Post-Secular World.
You cin folfow him on Twitter @kumardixt.
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The Climb

Words by God —Isaiah 40:28-31, NIV

For the |ast few months, | have pressed full steam ahead
in my recovery process from surgery. | have eagetly
exercised and worked hard at improving my walking
and strength, celebrating the little victories along the
way. Each week it looked as if | could do a bit more
than the week before.

When this month came, | felt a little discouraged by
some of the satbacks in my improvement. | seemed to
take a couple steps backwards instead of moving forward
to other areas | needed to work on with my strength.
| found myself unable to do some of the basic exerclse
routines | had been able to do a few weeks ago. My
legs simply were not strong enough to do the activity
without injury.

The experience reminded me of what the doctors
and physiotherapists had told me when | first started:
Your improvements will build and continue to grow, but
don't be discouraged when you reach a plateau, when it
peters out and you feel like you're getting nowhere,

The process of healing and recovery Is Just like life.
There will be times in your life when you go full speed
ahead—feeling as if nothing can slow you down and
as if you are on top of the world—and other moments
when you reach a plateau and the ground and scenery
are so steady 1t seems you're walking backwards.

Far some, reaching a plateau might look like a
struggling spiritual life, a stagnate ministry, feeling

with Tia

Watch “Soar” by Meredith Andrews on
YouTube: http://goo.gl/gz]NGS

unsuccessful at work and In relationships, or difficulty
healing from past regrets and hurts. During times when
you sense that the next step will hurt, remember that
God 1s right there to walk with you through everything
you're facing.

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afrald; do not
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go”{lash. 1:9, NIV).

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and
his understanding no one can fatham. He gives strength
to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even
youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
{Isa. 40:28-31, NIV}

in those plateaus of life, keep moving forward even
if you get discouraged. Don't give up. God is still working
as you wait. Enjoy where you are in Iife’s journey right
now and keep pressing forward with the Maker of the
mountains and in the hope of all the adventures and
peaks still yet to climb.

Be Blessed. m

Tia Lawrence is a member of the Comox
Adventist Church on Vancouver land.




n his insighrful book The Progress Paradox: How Life Gess Better While People Foel

Worse' athor Gregg Easerbrook explores why our society expesences more conveniences,

material possessions, and better living standards than previous generarions and yet
ofsen longs for the “good old days." He observes that “the fiundamental reason so many
Western citizens don't seem pleased with their lot, or even to believe their lives are
mainly favored, is the discontinuity between prosperity and happiness.™

‘The book draws upon three decades of wide-ranging research and ¢hinking and
provides some thought-provoking suggestions about how to bring a positive mindset
into our 21-century living. Easterbrook says, “Society is undergoing a fundamental
shift from ‘macerial want' so ‘meaning waat.** The qualities of forgiveness, gratitude,
and optimism, often lost sight of in our secular world, are the €acvors that would tumn
people from depression to fulfillment and satisfaction.

What does all ¢his have to do with prayer?

The qualities that we need in order to feel fulfilled are Godss gifts to us when we
maintain a close connection with Him in prayer. In other words, by spending time
with God, we become lilse Him.

Let'slook at gratitude and being chankful

The apostle Paul underwent some of life’s most difficult drrumswnces and trials,
Yet his writings ceveal he had a mindset and spirit of thanksgjving. In 1 Thessalonians
5:16-18 he says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (NKJV).

How can we possess an attitude of gratitude and chanhfulness amid trials, diffcultes,
and constant exposure to bad news in the media? Prayer is key. It tabes time for God
to excise the spirit of selfishness and worldliness fram our hears. When we give God
quality time each day, He uses it 0 build into our lives those qualities of gratitude,
genexosity, and forgiveness that honour Him and bless others,

One of the marvellous wransformations in the narural world is the metamorphaosis
of a catespillar becominga butverfly. It may take from a month to a year, depending on
the type of butserfly, to make the change, However, the caserpillar spends a significant
portion of that time in i& cocoon. God needs cocooning time with us to enable the
divine graces to transform our nature, He does not generally have a number of "months®
to accomplish the cransformation in a linear process, but He can use the quality dmes
we spend with Him each day to fashion aaxibutes such as gratitude into our characters.

Butterflies delight people with their beauty; Chrisdans who posess God's characeerisrics
bless the world and add joy to their own lives.

Greg Easverbrook’s book was not written to advocate Christianity and prayer,
although he does allude to their benefit. He talks about how attitude changes can
change our world for the better, and then, cooperatively, we can help change the rest
of the world through compassion, generosity, and grace. Given the trends in our world
toward vialence- and fear-based rule, it is now critical that an avalanche of Chrisdan
grace is manifestsd in our wotld to help people tealize that living for God is best.

Let us make daily prayer a priority so that God’s qualities, such as grace, graditude,
and genexosity, may bless the world, hoaour our God, and bring joy to our own hearts, m

Donald Corkum is prayer ministries coordinator for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada and church planting coordinator for the Alberta Conference.

1 New York, NY: Random House, 2003.
284,
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*How can we possess an attitude of gratitude and thankfulness amid
trials, difficulties, and constant exposure to bad news in the media

|

A

|

F=y
December 2015 1‘1

17




18

barry’s

LI

runs both ways.

Judge E. M. Ritchia, a provincial court judge in British
Columbia, ruled with the wisdom of Solomon when
she passed judgment in the case of grandparents
who insisted on taking their granddaughter to church
against the wishes of the child’s mother.! Ritchie ruled

that the grandparents must respect the decision of the

childs mother and not impose their religious beliefs
on the child.

No doubt, the result s very difficult for the
grandparents to aeeept. Every religious parent | know
wishes to pass one’s faith on to thelr children as well
as their children’s children. It is natural. The Bible says,
“Children’s children are a crown to the aged,” (Prov.17:6,
NIV). And those of us who grew up in the Christian
church often heard the following direction to parents:

And th ese words which | command you today
shatl be in your heart. You shall teach them
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religious freedom,

Religious Grandparents Must
Respect the Right of the Parents

diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, when you
walk by the way, when you fie down, and
when you rise up. You shalf bind them as
asign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You shall write
them on the doorpasts of your house and
on your gates. (Deut. 6:6-9, NKJV)

Our heart’s desire is that not only our children but
also ourgrandchildren and great-grandchildren
experience our falth and pass it on. Rather than
motivated by religious pride, we are motivated by
love for our offspring; we simply have a deep deshe
far our children to live life to the full and to spend
eternity with the Lord.

Howevey, such religious passion has to be subject
to the desires of the parents of the child. Westemn




democracies have long held that parentsare properly
placed to determine what religious training is in the
best interests of the child. The state and all others
who are not parents have no place to interfere with
that sacred responsibility.

Family configurations today have complicated the
normal process of passing on the faith, as this case
illustrates. The grandparents did not know of their
grandchild until around the time she was bom. Their
son informed them that he had fathered a child but did
not tell them who the mother was. The grandparents
had to search on their own to find the mother and
child. Three weeks after the girl’s birth, they introduced
themselves. The father in this case has no custody and
does notpay child support. However, the paternal
grandparents desired that their granddaughter be
considered part of their family. They often babysat and
had her stay at their home. On Sundays theytook the
girlwith them to their Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall
for worship.

A dispute over religion arose. The grandmother,
who the court said was “a well-meaning, determined
grandmother with strong views about what she wants
and what she feels is best” for her granddaughter,
desired to take the child to church. She and her husband
took their infant grandchild to church without permission,
which the girl's mother tolerated at the time. However,
she informed them later that she nolongerfound it
acceptable. The grandparents ignored the mother’s
request. The mother then decided that they could no
longer have the child avernight. But the grandparents
did not honour that direction; they took the child yet
again. Finally, the mother decided they could only visit
the girl at her house in the mother’s presence.

JudgeRitchie noted in her ruling that the girl’s
mother is responsible for looking after the girl’'s best
interests, including in religious matters. it was not for
the court to interfere with her choice unless the choice
was not in the child’s best interest. The grandparents
have to respect and not undermine the mother’s decision.

Judge Ritchie reasoned as follows: “Balancing all
of the factors set out, and having considered all of
the evidence presented, i am concerned that the
[grandparents’] demonstrated inability to respect
and comply with [the mother’s] decisions on religion
will continue to cause conflict. it is not in [the child’s]
best interests to be exposed to that conflict”

Ritchie noted that “many people with strongly held
religious views ... donot discuss those views in front
of others, and specifically not in front of other people’s
children? In this case the grandparents “do not appear
to be capable of not exposing [their grandchild] to
their religious beliefs.” Until they could show the
court or the mother that they can respect the mother’s
decisions on religion, their time with the child would
have to be supervised and limited.

That was a reasonable decision. One can sympathize
with these“well-meaning” people who desire to pass
on their faith to their prageny. Freedom, religious
freedom, runs both ways. i have the freedom to live
my life in accordance with myfaith and the freedom
to teach such faith to my children. However, there
comes a time when my children have to make the
faith their own. They, in turn, decide what will or will
notbe taught to their children. As a grandparent, all
ican do is watch and pray. This will be difficult if the
faith is not actively passed on. However, as grandparents
we must be willing to allow the Holy Spirit to work in
His time in such matters. The greatest witness to one’s
faith is living a life of love that Christ modelled.

The principle at stake here is freedom of choice,
which is universal. All people are free to choose for
themselves what they make of the metaphysical
realities. The grand questions—Who are we? To
whom do we owe allegiance? What is the purpose
of life? These questions occupy our search for meaning
and understanding. Religion, for many of us, answers
these fundamental questions. As Christians, we seek
the truth of God and His requirements as contained in
the Scriptures. This ancient faith has been passed on
from generation to generation and we hold them to
be true today as they were 2,000 years ago.

Judge Ritchie's judgment continues the principle
of freedom to choose one’s religion without fear or
hindrance. A parent gets that choice in our law. That
is not inconsistent with the teaching of Scripture when
it says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, And
when heisold he will not depart from it.* (Prov. 22:6).
The parent is to train the child. The grandparent is to
workin co-operation with the parent. m

Barry W. Bussey is vice-president of Legal Affairs
at the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.
You can read his blog at www.lawandreligion.ca.

1 AR.and BR.v.MW.and L.R. 2015 BCPC 285, The Canadian Legal Information Institute {CanLIl), http://canlii.ca/t/glnrj, accessed Oct. 22, 2015.
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hristmas is a time of year that often has us seaing
aside healthy eating for comfort food and treats.
While healthy is always a goal, it is not always

easy—or even possible—when you ateend parties and family
gatherings. But there are still ways to sneakhealthierfood
into the mix, While not something you would eat all the
time, this dish is still a healchier alternative so the samirared-
fat-laden cheese snacks often found at parties,

With Christmas around the corner, there are often many
events to attend and dishes to figure out and bring, We find
that this is a great partydish; the recipe malees enough to
share with a crowd and is always one that everyone enjoys. B

Keith and Cheryl Chant, afong with their son 8en, enjoy baking,
ecoking, and experimenting with flavours and reepes.
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Spinach Dip
and Loaf

INGREDIENTS:
1 loaf pumpernickel bread
1 pound fresh spinach leaves, steamed

2 eontainers (227 grams each) Tofuttl
Better Than Cream Cheese

1 cup DaiyaCheddar-Style Shreds

1 cup Vegenaise (vegan mayonnaise)
1 teaspoon dill weed

W cup diced onion

1 clove garlic, minced

¥ teaspoon turmeric

¥: teaspoon paprika

black pepper and salt, to taste

INSTRUCTIONS:

» Mixall the ingredients, except bread.

* Chill the dip until ready %o put Into the loaf.

» Cut off the top from the round loaf.

* Remove the top, then secop out the bread
from inside, leaving a shell of about one
Inch thick.

» Fill the shell with the dip.

» Close the bread with the round top, wrap
with foll, and bake at 325°F for two hours.

* Serve on a platter with the scooped-out
bread and crackers for dipping.




What a Day
That Will Be

aul and Cassie (Gill) Sautter have listensd to Voice of Adventist

Radio (VOAR) since they started coming to Newfoundland, in
2002. Cassic was born on Pinchard's Island, She graduated from the
Grace Hospisalin 1958. Like so many young Newfoundland women,
she met and marxied an American serviceman. Paul and Cassie made
Southern California home. They were married for 53 and a halfyears.

Rscently, we were saddensd to hear that Cassie passed away. Memorial
scrvices were held in California and Newfoundland, Panl kindly explained
how VOAR had helped with the memorial service. He said, “Mona,
Cassic’s sister, ashed her granddaugheer and grandson to sing at the
service One Saturday, afser your Sounds of Worship church service,
you played ‘What 2 Day That Will Be, and I said to myself, “That’s it!
That’s what I'd [ike them to sing’ They sang it beautifully.”

In August, Paul dropped by to give his doaation. Many years ago,
as a boy, he started donating to overseas Christian radio broadcasting
with money he earned from his paper rouse.

Ashe signed his cheque, we smiled; this American is still supporting
overseas Christian broadcasting,

We were not the first Adventists they met. Cassie worksd asa nurse
practitioner with Doctors Ken and Richard Hart through an outreach
program at Loma Linda called the Social Action Community Health
Ceantre.

We are so thankful not only that we beard Panl and Cassie’s story
but also that God allowed us to step into it and take part in it. Their
gifts have become a part of our 85-yearlegacy that God has multiplied

intoeternity, m

Sherry Griffin is the station manager at VOAR.

ON THE

" ROAD WITH | whydoyouwantto go to heaven?

Babacua lohusen

Saphie Mandzuk: To meet Jesus, who died for me.

William T. Jamison: To have all my questions answered.

Patricia Kennedy: The mostimportant of all is to be with Jesus, my Saviourand
forever friend. Then, to live with all the believers and all my

|oved ones who aceepted Jesus.

Veronica: | want to go to heaven because | will get to see Jesus.

HURCHESIN ONTARIO

W )
' B C CkyCAT THEPARIS AND BRANTFORD
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Addison’s
Tumm

"Mommy, | have to
share Jesus with someone
or 'm gonna burst/”

ightyearald Addison was out shopping for clathes with her
mother when she got a funny feeling in her smmach. It was
not pain, It was not hunger, It was something ..., different.
And it wouldn't quir. Finally, Addisoa rurned to her mother
and said, “Mommy, Iwant to share Jesus with somebody.”

Addison’s mother loalsed at her, a little surprised, then searched
through her purse to see if she had any GLOW wacts. She did not,
but she knew there were some in the car. So when she and Addison
ceturned to the car alitde later, she got some caces for Addison to use.

The funny feeling in Addison’s stomach only intensified. By the
time she and her mother came so the next store, Addison said,
“Mommy, I have vo share Jesus with someone or I'm gonna burset”
But when Addison’s mother pointed out the drescing room attendant,
Addison said, “No, she’s not the one”

At the checkout line Addison’s mother asked if any of the cashiers
were the one with whom she waneed o share Jesus. Addison looked.
There were several women cashiers and one man, and Addison began
to pray that God would send her to one of the women. But God, it
seemed, had other ideas, Their turn came, the Number 5 flashed on
the screen in thelineup, and it was the checkout number at which the
male cashier happened 1o be standing,

Ob no! Addison thought, but she went bravely with her mother.

When everything was finished, the cashier ashed, “Is there anyching
else I can belp you with?*

“Yes' sa1d Addison’s mother. “My daughver has somedhing she
wants to share with you,” Addison, clusching a tract, took a deep
breath, swallowed hard, and said, “I believe in Jesus, and I have this
little GLOW tract that I want to share with you, I hope you lilee it."
With that, Addison saretched out her hand and gave the man the
tract “A Gift for You."

Until this moment there had been a steady buzz of chatter from
the clerks and the customers waiting in line, but suddenly, everything
was still and quiet as all eyes turned to the litde girl at the counter.

“Do you believe in Jesus?” Addison asled the man.

“I pray;” he answered.

"Are you a Christian?” Addison aslsed,

“Half the man answered. Then he said 8o her, “Will you please
write your name on the wract? I want to pray for you.” Addison did,
then her mother, loaking at the man’s name tag said, "We'll pray for
you too, Wali.”

With thae, Addison andher mother said goodbye and left as
everyone quietly looked on.

The sorange feelingin Addison’s rummy vanished. Now she felt
joy. happiness, and excitement because she had shared Jesus,

Romans 10:13-15 says that God sends preachers so save people.
But it also explains who a preacher is: anyone who shares the good
news of the gospel. That means a preacher can be a little child, an
agingadult, and anyone in between. The preacher of Romans is not
just your pastor; it’s you!

Every day the Spirit of God sends preachers. He calls. He whispers.
He pleads with us to share Jesus with others, When that call comes,
what will you do? Eight-year-old Addison, 6illed with the love of
Jesus, said yes when she recognized His call. Will you? m
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Lifestyle Canada Edu cat lon Service (LCES), a charlty omganted to better fullfill e mandates of the
litarature minitr y of the Severvth-day Advemist Church acrass Canada. If yourlife has been impacted
by the Iiterature ministry, please contact us at malld!| festylecanada.org. We want to hear yaurstory.




The Near North Miracle

4

with stadawis of Hear Nerth Advertist Gstian Scheal.

“MIRACULOUS” AND“FORMATIVE® are words chat most aptly
describe the establishment of the schoal in Barrie, Ont,

The idea of a church school was birthed in ourhearts and
minds by the quiet promptings of the Holy Spitit, Over the
span of the last 10 years, the vision had gone through dry spells
as well as periods of great visality and excivement. Then, in
September 2014, a survey indicarsd chae the congregation was
commitsed to the establishment of a school.

As the idea gained momentum, our church voted so pursue
the schoal feasibility smdy as required by the Ontaria Canfrrence.
Ourprevious anempt had failed two years eatdier The raquirements
were daunting; financial plan, fundsaicing, firm commitment
from parents, We had so much to do, and we had so0 do it all
within just a few months; we did not know where to start. The
most vexing obstacle was the zoning bylaw of the city, which
revealed thatour church property would not allow for a school.
A re-zoningapplication would cost more than $20,000, and
there would be no guarantee of approval. My predaminant thought
was that it would take a miracle to overcome the seemingly
overwhelming challenges. Yet our loving Creasor impressed
me that He would work it out for us.

On Feb. 28, 2015, we presented the fessibility report with
its sober financial findings, along with our recommendation to
rent a space for a school. Our church vosed to rent and starta
school for Sepeember 2015, We were now able to submit an
application to the conference for appeoval with the caveac of
finding an appropriate place so housethe school.

After contacting and meeting with five different real estave
agents and making several visits to the city of Barrie, not even
one space, unit, or building met the city’s zoning requiremenws
fora schoal, Afeer nearly three months of searching, we were
still unsuccessful. As Education secrewary, I was tasled with the

1Ellen G. White, Education, p. 13,
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job of findinga suitable property for the school, and
I poured mry heart into the search, In my frustration

I cried out to the Lord. Praise Him for hearing my
prayer and those of the committee and the entire
church. Praise God for the large faith and commitment
of our Onmario Conference educarion superinsendent,
Don McIntyre, in supportingand providing his
guidance durin gthis whole process. As a result, God
wocked the most faith-building miracle thus far in
our school-startingjourney.

One day a focmer member of our church shawed
up on my business doorseep and informed me of a
space that had become available when another school
celocated, I went to sec theplace, and it seemed just
the right size and in the right location. Hope welled
up in myheart as I felt the Lord’s hand working for
us, The church secured the location,

It was May, and we were hoping to open the
school in Sepsember. Our pastor, seeing the great
needs befare us and the shortness of time, canvassed
the church board to select a few more members to be
a part of our committee to help finish the work.

It was now the end of June, and we had no teacher. Without
a teacher, there can be no school. The conference advertised the
position, and prayers were poured out for the right candidace.
Afeer ineerviewing five excellent candidates, it became clear chat
God had chosen one of them, Miss Janelle Mutya, who has become
known as our “miracle eeacher” The ease and the grace with which
she runs the school are beyond anything we have expected.

Today, a few weekssince the swart of the newschool year, the
Near North Adventist Christian School, as it was named, has 11
bappy students, The school was, by all means, a miraculous work
of the Lord, It was also most edncational for the adults involved
in the process. It was indeed a great lesson in faith.

The experience was also formative in the ullest sense of the
word. During the process of setting up a church school for our
children, the Lord revealed the wue meaning of the broad scope
and high aim of education Ellen White spolee of in her book
Education, where she talksabout education not being confined
to children in a school or in courses of study; rathet, true
education is a lifelong walk with the Lord in faith.!

'We expect more mirades to continue at our school. In fact, we
need them! We invite you to be a part of this beautiful journey
by your prayers and your support, The potential is great, the
demands are daunting, and yet it presents an oppartunity to be one
of the largest evangelistic effortsin the near north. By educating
children and €amilies so follow Jesus, we may witness the greatest
miracle of all: @ansformed people who live for Him. m

Vesna Cestaric is @ member of the Barrle Seventh-day
Adventist Church. She is the edusation leader in her church
and afirm bellever in Adve ntist Christia n education.
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couple of years ago I did something

called A Deed a Day in December, and

lase year something called 12 Days of

Giving. I guess it was a personal effart

to be more aware of opportunites to be
generous (even if just in spirit) and to positively respond
to these opportunities in ways I perhaps do not (but
should) normally: in the Spirit of Christmas, the season
of giving,

I shared some of those encounters on Facebook. I
didnot do it o brag or be Pharisaical; I simply wished
to inspite others to do the same, I was hopingothers
would report their encounters too. Maybe it would
start a groundswell of giving, I, for one, am inspited
whean I read the accounss of others, and I was getting
some positive feedback and encouragement as well,

When Christmas 2014 called around, I began
wondesingwhat to do. What to call it? When to seart?
But befoce I figured out all the answers, it swarted.

Our new assismnt cook at Camp Hope is Vincent
Enriquez. Vinsent is a really great individual, and we are
blessed to bave him on our team at the camp. Currendy,
Vincent still lives in Prince George (seven hours away
on goad roads), wwavelling back and forth o the camp
for busy times. On wintery roads, this commute can
send chills down the back of the most seasoned driver.
Vincent's Filipino upbringing did nothing s prepare
him for winser driving, 30 on occasion he travels by
Greyhound bus between home and the camp,

Yincent and his wife, Emily, had just l1ad their firse
baby a couple montbs prior, and it was especially difficult
for him to be away from home, After a busy fall season,
he was missing his family so much thac he decided he
needed to go home, Now, on this day, with our rental
groups gone and deep cleaning done, he had our blessing
to leave, The plan was to put him on the late-night 9:35
p.m, bus from Abbotsford to Prince Gaorge,

Vincent holding a pre-purchased ticket in his hand,
we pulled inso the bus depot at about 9:25 p.m, The
depot had closed at 8 p.m., and there were only a few

people waiting outside. A few more people were waiting in
vehicles, just as we were, and I noticed two men swmanding
right whete the bus would pull in and park. Everyone
there was intending to board the bus, I assumed.

Ina few short minutes the bus pulled in. We grabbed
Vincent's luggage and walked over to the bus together.

A couple of people may have disembarlsed, and then the
driver also got off and smreed processing the ticlers of
boarding passengers, He was wearinga high-visibility
vest and doing the checking in with his smartphone.
One could tell he had done this many times before, as
he was efficient and quick, It soon became obvious that
the only ones geering on the Prince George—bound bus
were Vincent and the two men,

The two men were the first to start gearing checked
in, The firse man completed check-in and boarded the
bus, The other fellow was about 6 feet 2 inches, dressed
fairly nicely, with a patch on his coat that said something
akin to “Canadian Messenger® I recall wondesing very
briefly if ithad anydhingsod o with the Canadion 4 dvensicr
Messenger. He also had a boody on; it was fairly chilly
that night! His shoes were black leather with a bit of a
shine to them, and hehad a carsy-on bagand driving
gloves, the kind that expose all the fingers at the knuckle.
He booked like the peoverbial “man in black,” and I coafes,
in my mind I stereotyped him as a bit of a “tough guy”

Initially, I did not pay much attention to his verbal
inveraction with the bus driver but soon noticed there
seemed to be a problem, A pparently, he did not have a
printed ticleet, only some kind of confirmation number.
Whatever it was, it was not processing, The driver
phoned into an office somewhere and verbally checked
the number with someone on the other end. The man
in black had a flip phone with the number on it, and
the driver was reading the number off his screen.

Word came back that this number had expired. They
checked it again, carefully going over the same number,
Same results. The man paused in stunned silence. The
driver did not say explicitly that it was no longer valid;
he did not have to, It became painfully obvious that the
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is inmmeasurable.

bus driver was not going to let this man ride, despite the
man’s surprise and incredulity as to what just happened.
The driver then turned his attention to my &iend

Vincent, took his ticket, and prosesded to check him in.

The man in black continued to stand therein shock,
for it seemed he had really been counting on this bus ride.

He piped up, “But my girlfriend gave that number to
me. It has to be good.” While the sentimentality of thac
pronouncement might have warmed the hearts of many,
it did not touch the heart of the driver, and it got the
man no closer to getting on the bus, He said, *T have to
get to Chilliwack, You can't leave me here; T have no
other way of getting there”

All along I had assumed he, too, was goingto Prince
George, but it tarned out he was actually just going o
aneighbouring sown, 25 minutes away.

Usually, once Vincent gets on the bus, my typical
bus prosocol would be to stand there a minute or so
longer until I see that Vincent is seated, If I see him
again through the window, I wave; if not, I tum and
leave. But this time I somehow needed to see how this
drama would unfold, and I determined v hangaround.
Vincentand I said our goodbyes, embraced briefly in
a festive yet manly hug, wished each other a merry
Christmas, and then he disappeared up the steps into
the bus.

The man in black, who apparently had no money,
now asled if he conld pay when he got to Chilliwack,
but the driver said no and would not budge. The man's
options, bowever few they were, were cunning out. He
repeated that he had v get to Chilliwack, saying again,
“You can’tleave me here”

By now I thought that I should get invalved and
covertly found some cash in my pocket, I asked the
driver how much a ticket to Chilliwack would be, and
he told me it was $7.30.

Only that musb, I thoughe, all this over §7.30! 1
pulled two fives out of my pocket chat I had so secretly
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found and handed them to the bus driver, He took the
money, but he had trouble making emact change and thus
drew the attention of the man in black. I was just in the
process of tumingto him to eell him, “Merry Christmas!
Pay it forward w0 someone this season ...." when he
embraced me in a huge, enveloping hug, Itwas not just
a bear hug; it was a grizzly bear hug,

This was not your ordinary, everyday hug. In fact,

I cannot recall the last time I have had one like that, It
lingered for five to seven seconds—you know, the kind
that might male guys uncomfortable. But while this
big man in black bugged me, his breaking, cracking
voice was saying, “Thank you, thank you, thank you.”

It would have felt quite awkward if it had not been one
of the most sincere hugs I had ever coceived.

He pulled back, and our eyes met. Graacful eyes,
greatly relicved eyes, sincere eyes, His gratitude was so
obvious that he need not have said a word, not one. We
shook hands, my bate hand in his gloved hand. It wasa
very strong, firm handshale, It, too, said thank you,

I'was not really sure what else to say, so I quickly
muttered, “Metry Christmas, Pass it on to someone;”
and turned and walleed back to my cax. Even after I got
home that night, I could still smell his afsershave or
cologne on my sweater. Nothing obnoxious or repulsive,
just lingering evidence of our embrace.

It is bard to really describe the feeling of such an
experience, but it felt good, It warmed my heart and
gave me a glow inside. While it may seem trivial—ata
small expense of $7.30—itis not about the money. It
is so much more than the dollar value. That situation
with the man in black reminded me that people and
relationships are so valuable, Maybe that is why the Bible
says itis better to give than to receive. What giving does
forus, what it does inside for the hearr, is immeasurable.

So I guess, ready or not, here we go again into
another December. Yes, we should be givingall year
round, but there is something
extra special about giving at
Christmastime.

So what can you give this
Christnas? Your time? Your
musical ability? Your hospitality?
Your creativity? Your undivided
arcention? Your forgiveness?
Ietus make an effort this
holiday season to be geneross,
and remember that generosity comes
in many forms, some of which cost

nothingat all. m

8ili Gerber is the aamp director for the
Seventh-day Adventist Chureh in British Columbia.




Here are some ideas to help you get started. Involve
your children, grandchildren, Bible study group, church
community, nelghbours, or co-workers. You get the ideal

Remember, A Season of Glving does not have to be
expensive or extravagant. It does not even have ta be a
single season. It can be a thousand small gestures and kind
wards that add up to a life of service. Christmas is a good
time to start because people generally tend to be more open
to giving and recelving at this time of year, but keep it going
for as long as you canl

& Do you know your neighbour? Start
with a smile and a friendly greeting. Evangelism is
more effective when shared with someone with
whom you have already established a relationship.
Cost: Free.

Fill Christmas stockings or Ziploc
bags with personal care items, such as scap,
toothbrush and toothpaste, toque, gloves, warm
socks, granola or energy bars, a restaurant gift
card, or a bottle of water. Keep them in your car
to hand out when you are stopped at a red light.
Or better yet, get out of your car and walk around
the downtown core to hand them out in person.
Cost: $3+ per bag.

Bake a batch of cockies or treats to
share with shut-Ins or the elderly in a care facility.
This time of year can be particularly lonely for
those who do not receive visits from family. A few
minutes of fellowship often mean more than the
treats themselves. Cost: $5+ per batch.

® Make a point of sharing
compliments with people around you, particularly
those with whom you might not connect, such as
your mail delivery person, a store cashier, or public
servants. Cost: Free,

C] Next time you are grabbing a drink
from your local coffee shop, pay for the person

behind you in line and encourage them to pay it
forward. Not only will you bless the next patron,
but it will also bring a smile to the barista's face
each time someone else pays it forwand. Cost $1+.

Pick up a box of Christmas cards and
write uplifting thoughts or Bible verses. Mail them
to people who need encouraging—perhaps
someone you have not spoken to in a while or
even an inmate in a Canadian prison (see www.
prison fellowshlp.ca/pen-pal/ or www.canadian
inmatesconnect.com). Cost: $2 each (card plus

postage).

3] If you are young or energetic,
consider sharing your strength. Shovel a driveway.
Carry groceries. Collect ninaway shopping carts
in store parking lots. Cost: Free.

2 Remember
that not everyone gets to enjoy Christmas at
home. Hospitals, police and fire stations, even
convenience stores stay open 365 days a year.
Why not bring employees a homemade baked
goad and thank them for their service? Cost: $5+
per batch.

As shoppers come out of stores with
gifts in hand, offer them a roll of adhesive tape for
wrapping their presents. You can also attach a
small tag or GLOW tract to brighten their day and
make a connection to your church or ministry.
Cost: $1+ perroll.

It can be difficult for parents
to find the time to go Christmas shopping (or run
any other kind of errand!) with small children
afoot. Offer a childcare service to allow a couple of
hours of kid-free time. You do not have to setup a
whole daycare for 30 children; iry making the offer
to one family at a time to keep it manageable for
yourself. Cost: Free.

Be sure to come back and share your storles of giving. We
would love to feature it in next year's Canadian Adventist
Messenger December Issue! Send your stories and photos
to messenger@adventist.ca.

Aimee Perez is a staff writer for
Canadian Adventist Messenger
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“a great place to work”

The exercise that teaches the band to be useful and trains the young to bear their
share of life’s burdens gives physical strength and develops every facuity. Al should
Jind something tv do that will be beneficial to themselves and belpful to others. God
appointed work as a blessing, and only the diligent worker finds the true glory and
joy of life.—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Education, p. 166

AS PARENTS, WE BELIEVETHAT A
WORK PROGRAM AT A SCHOOL IS

AN INTEGRAL PART OF PREPARING
STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE. When we
were looking at high school options for
our children, Kenyon and Kyle Flash, one
Gctar that interested us was the Kingsway
Callegr School Year Work Program, more
commonly known as simply “the work
program.” This program was established
at Kinggway at the school’s incepdion in
1903. The program peovides each student
an opportunity to work on campus and
helps develop cooperarion, resourcefulness,
knowledge, and ownership, Job opportu-
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nities are diverse, and a student can choose
to work in various jobs such as janisorial,
administrative, cafeteria, maintenance,
or making wood furniture at the College
Woodwork.

Given that Kingsway offers our children
an opportunity % help pay their own
schaol expenses through the wock program,
we embeaced this model. The boys work
five hours a week, whitch is the maximum
for community students (students living
off campus), and the eanings from the
work program go direcdy coward their
tuition, In addition to funds provided by
the boys’ work and our conwibution as

Kingsway Coflege Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His serviee.

parents, our local church (Ajax Seventh-day
Adventist Community Church) peavides
addfrional assismance The children’s @nan-
cial responsibility of paying a percencage of
the overall costs means they have a tangjble
swake in their education and furure.

Ouryouth mmst be prepared to strive for
scademic excellence, for spiritual growth,
and to make a meaningful contribution to
our society. It can be very difficult fora
student to land a summer job, but Kingsway
College’s work program pravides a unique
opportunity for our children to have four
years of work experience and history after
high school % put on their resumé, This
is critical, as potential employers prefer
candidaves with experience. We explained
this to our children and how it will give
them an advantage over peers whodo
nothave the same experience and skills,
Leamning vo successfully balance work
and school is also invaluable in helping
them build time management skills.

We believe this experience will gready
aid them in transitioning to adulthood,
They will acquire cransferable skills in
the work program, such as punctuality,
responsibility, accountability, and owner-
ship—alllife skillslearned by forming
good work habits,

Currendy, the work program is struc-
tured so that alder audents are offered mare
demandingjobs in College Woodwork or
in the maintenance department, These
positions offer hands-an wchnical/trade
training, Each student’s work supervisor
can also pcovide a reference, which is
exaemely benefidial as he or she continues
in education and career. We remind our
children that having job ceferences plays
such a critical role in the hiring process.

As parents, we feel privileged that
Kenyon and Kyle have been afforded this
opportunity to be a part of Kingsway
College Work Program, It is aur hope that
each of them will make the most of this
journey through high schoal, and we know
that if they do, each will have a successful
transition from adolescence to adulthood,
We are hoping that they see the goodness
of our Lord through this experience. m

Candy Flash is mother to students Kenyon
and Myle, and writes from Ajax, Ont.

22> IFyou are Imerested in Adventist Christian educaton at Kingsway College comtact the enmiment office at ad misslons@kingswaycollege.onca.




Jump

in Enrolment

Brings New Challenges

AT MAMAWI ATOSKETAN NATIVE SCHOOL (MANS) the 2015/
2016 school year started with four new portable classrooms as
an interim solution to an ever-increasing demand for student
seats: 2 1 students enrolled (a 15 pereent increase sinee last
year), and we havea waiting list. As with all growth, there are
some “growing pains”’

Until The Bridge Campaign Is completed and the new school
building can be constructed, the high school will be“portable,”
but the classroom experience and teacher dedication are still
solid.

Holly Kay, who moved into the high school section this fall
from Grade 5,* demonstrates what it takes %o care enough to
work and model Christ in the classrooms of Canada‘s growing
mission school.

Dear Student,

1know you are looking at me with the entire anger your body
aan manage. | know you are seething because ! do not allow
you to treat me like a verbal punching bag. Do you kiow why?

1da not dllow you toswear at me, because Ineed to show
you thatit’s OKto requite people to treat you well.

1da not dllow you totreat me horribly, because ! need you
to know what It looks like for someone to stand up for oneself,
which may one doy give you the courage to do the same.

1da not dllow you toscream at me, because ! need you to
see that it5 not vight for a person to be treated that way.

1am not OK with your choice to ignore ime, because ! need
u to see thatit’s OK to say, I am worth listening to.”

1am not OK with you walking past me when | say “Hello,”
because ! want to showyou that you have a voise and that you
need to make sure it’s being heard.

1am not OK with you putting your head down when | am
trying to speak to you, because | need you to hear me when |
say, “You need to stand up and be heard.”

1know that when you disrespect me, oll you see is me in
your faee, but I'm not just standing up for myself.

1am standing up for you.

Istand so you can see what It looks like.

Istand so you ean see that shose who require respect from
others con be people to emulate.

1stand so ! can hold your spot until you are ready to takeit.

So you cantry and ignore me; | will require you to hear me.

You aan try and push me; I will require you to stand up.

You aan try and get me out of your face; | will require you
tosee me.

You can try and remove me, but'm committed to saving
your spot for you.

You will not move me. Because | am standing until you
feam howto.

Sincerely,
Your teacher, Ms. Kay m

Lynn McDowell is director of Planned Giving, Alberta Conference,

and compaign manoger of The Bridge Compaign to build a high
school building at Mamawi Atosheton Native School.
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“Whet her it's sports, education,
music, or a religious focus, PAA has
all of those—and more—to offer”

Parkview Adventist Academy (PAA) has a worddwide family of
alumni and Christian supporters who believe in the importance
andinfluence of Adventist education, Often these relatives ceunite
with the campus as they bring their own children to experience
the same leaming environment that they once enjoyed. This is
true of Daniel Self, whose father, Dean, isa graduate of PAA and
whose mother, Suzann, now teaches in the Aberm Conference.

“I have always known I was going to come to PAA; the
Grade 11 studentsays. “When I was younger, my parents always
walleed about PAA as the school I would attend. My dad really
liked it when he came to PA A, and he still has many friends from
his ime h ere at school. I wanted to come here too.”

Havingenjoyed his fisst year of high school at PA A, Daniel is
well on his way to making the same types of memories and connec-
tions thae will bring him hack to ¢his campus for years to come.

At PAA Daniel has developed his personal abilities on many
different fronts; he joined the Panthers in basleball, vollcyball,
flag foothall, and soccer while working as a lifeguard on campus.
Heis also a diligent student who strives to understand difficult
content and succeeds academically. Daniel also serves on his
class emecutive commiteee for student government and enjoys
connecting with others through challenging debates and spiritual
conversations, All these areas of engagement make Daniel’s
experience well rounded and complete,

“It doesn’t matser what you like or want out of your high
school education,” Daniel says, “I can guarantee thae PAA will
have this for you. Whether it’s sports, education, music, ora
celigious focus, PAA has all of those—and more—to offer”

PAA' programming is made possible thanks so campus
resources and Facilities, as well as the commitment of Adventist
teachers, Daniel acknowlsdges PA A’s committed swaff as he ghares,
“I've never seen a school where they've had the seachers available
on demand. The after-school time with teachers is something
that most high schools wouldn't have, and the seachers here
are so highly educared. Quite a few of PAA's teachers were the
valedictorians of their own classes, and many now have or are
getting their master’s degrees, They're really goodhere”
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Beyond the core academics, there are many more ways for
students to challenge themselves at PAA. For Daniel, the schadule
allows him to experience life outside of his comfort zone: “I really
enjoyed the options classes even though I wasn't pardculady
good at them. Welding and construction are not my saengths,
and I had to work hard, but I enjoyed it because I didn’t know
very much about it to seart. Teachers like Mr. Spenst, who is great
at photography, taught me a greardeal. At PAA you can always
get better at something.”

Coming from a family committed to growing together as
Christians, Daniel insmantly recognized the valne of PAAS unique
Adventist approach, He speaks of that influence, saying, I lilse
the spiritual aspect here. There are more people who believe
what I believe. We do church together, chapels together, and
it's almost like having an extended family, because you see one
another everywhere you go”

PAA has searted the second year of community-building
worships, which means that the smudent body is divided into small
groups (called “family groups) amongall the teaching staff. For
example, Daniel’s family group is made of up cight sudents who
come together from a variety of backgrounds, including Nigesia,
Hong Kong, the Unived Staves, and Canadian First Nations.

*I really love my family group;” Daniel says, “We're so diverse
but have alot of fun together.”

Family coanections will always be important to Daniel, and
PAA has given him more people to care for and support him as
he grows. m

Kotelyn Ruiz is the directos of public relations
at Porkview Adverist Asodemy.
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“Those who loved you and were helped by you, will remeiber you....”
Charles Spargeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca ar call 905-433-0011, exr. 2078
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: Rems in the “News” section may originate from varias souras. The Con adian Adverrist Messenger will give credi, vie a byfine, to authors of materiol submirted
dicectly to us for Rirstprinting, Stonies without a bybne may hove deen written by Messenger staff, reprinted from other publications of supphied to us by a generol press release.

Maritime

Maritime Wom

(Leftto Right) Rrigitte Zsbaljan, Cutisy Buns, and Cndy Gresmweed

pon arrival, the registrants of the

women's remreat at Pugwash in
September were greeted in a way they
had not expeced. Walking through
the door into the meeting room, each
participant was given a gracious welcome
by alovely maiden (Erene LeBlanc) dresssd
in a costume reminiscent of Bible times,
A tent, beautifully decorated and com-
fortably appoineed, was the focus of the
room, Seepping inside, one could easily
imagine the nomadic life of some of the
Biblecharacwss, Middls-Eastem.inspited
costumes were available for those who
chose todress up and have their photo
taleen, Irene LeBlanc had used her artistic
talents to create the costumes and props
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n’s Retreat

and donated chem to the event,

This setting provided the perfect
atmosphere for the topics our guest
speaker, Jo Ann Davidson, professor of
theology at Andrews University, presented.
Throughoutthe weelend Jo Ann skillfally
led us in a stmulatingstudy about inspiring
women ofthe Bible, then focusedon
various children featured in Scripaure,
examining their attributes and faith, A
closelook at Proverbs 31, a chapeer thae
might prove to be discouraging to some,
cevealed insights into practical ways we
can become wise and mahe good decisions
as we live acoarding to God's ideals. As
we went through this chapeer, weleamed
that we can become women of strength

and beauty when we recognize that our
source of power is a willing God.

Our guest speaker for Sabbath school
was the "Queen of Sheba,” aka Claudine
Belhomme, who intersctvely guided
the andience through a stimulating and
thorough study of Proverbs 9:1-6, 13—
18, in first person.

The weekend culminated in Jo
Ann’s presensation on the greatness of
our God, who has plans for us, pravides
for us, is faithful, and is able so Gulfill
His promises, She also highls ghted God'’s
expectation that we look after His creation
and provided practical ways we can do so.

Those of us who attended this
delightfully inspiringweekend lefe
refreshed and renewed by the hopeful
messagrs and practical incighms we gleaned
from our biblical study of these topics,

“The women's retreat was a much-
anticipated event, with our gracious
Janice Fournier providing delightful
surprises and catering to our needs, Dr.
Jo Ann Davidson shared the message of
God’s care for all His creation, We left
feeling spiritually refreshed and chankful *
This was one of the many comments
shared in appreciation of the weeleend.

Yet again, it was another well-planned
event by Janice and her team for the
women of the Maritime Coaference!
We look forward to coming back next
fall, and we encourage all of our women
0 aake advansage of a retreat that is
especially designed for theladies in our

conference. B

—Carolyn Willis, member,
St. George SDA Church




Quebec

A Saturday Night That Changed Our Commumty Serwce

I t was December 2014, I was in Brazil
on vacation and for my sister’s wedding.
I was missing my friends from church in
Brazil, asI had been living in Canada
for oves six years, o I decided to spend
a Sabbath with them, I knew they had
been doing great projecws in church,
but I didn't know that day was going to
change my spiritual life forever

On Friday night we went to a busy
avenue and held signs that read, “Wanna
talk?” “How wasyour day?” “Free hugs,”
to name a few. We spent three hours

talking to strangers on the sureet, giving
them amention and speaking about Jesus

when they ashed why we were doing thae,

On Saturday aight the church held
their service where they usually do:
outdoors, That’s right, at a park, This
way more people felt the urge vo look,
hear, and even stay,

On Sanuarday afeernoon church members
went to a clinic to give spiritual support
to cecovering drug users.

But it was that Saturday night that
ceally struck me and sompletely changed
my view of the way our church currently
does community service,

Wedrave to a poor neighbourhood
in the ouskires of Sio Paulo to thraw a
Christmas party for the homeless people
and the cegular members who attended
that church. We brought gifts and food,
decocated the front of the church, and
paciently waited for the program to ssart.
‘While I was waiting, I started doing small
talk with Siria, a lady who was cunning
after her cute livtde soddler, Samuel. That
conversation made the whole difference,

That church had between 50 to 80
cegular homeless atsendees. Everyching
started when, one day, her husband got
home fos lunch with a car full of homeless
people, their cats and dogs, and their dirt
and smell. They served lunch for about
four homeless people in their own house
and let them use their shower, Then they
started doing this regulardy, until some
other church members suggested that they

provide this care at church with the help
of all members.

For about 10 years that church has
been providing lunch on Sabbath forall
the homeless psople who show up. They
can also use the showerand get clean
clothes Gom there. This couple also gives
them free haircuts, The result? Many
homeless people are attending church
service, participating in Bible studies,
and being baptined. We are talking about
an underprivileged church sharing with
those who have even less.

Idecided to replicase the idea in
Cansada. Our friend Denise, a wlented
hairscylist, accepted the challenge of
offering free haircuts, and the rest of
the volunteers would diswibute food,
personal care products, and warm clothes
for our cold Montreal winter.

Since January 2015, we have been
goingvo downsown Montreal oncea
month to offer material and emotional
help to the homeless people we find on
the saeers. We starmd giving away socks,
then we included other wineer gear, food,
books, and messages of hope. Our focus
is on spending time aalking to the people
we meet and offering them prayer.

There are not many of us, and
realistically, we cannot definitively end
paverty in our city, but we can offera
litde word of comfort every time we see
someonein need, We don’t ask ourselves
if they deserve help; we simply help them
because that's what Jesus asked of us (see
Matt. 25:35),

I hope you also have the chance to
see God’s work being done in a way that
touches you and encourages you to swatt
a project in your local community,
Remember, all of us have salents, all of us
need to serve, and all of us need help, s00

If you ever happen to be in Montreal,
drop by and help us in this mission. Our
winters are cold, but we have a Beazilian
heat in our hearts thar will warm youup, m

—Mirian Perez

inneed in dowstsam Wasbwd.

Mowtreal dverch memsbers eforing fros lanches.
to the hessallecs,
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Ontario

Marian Kossovan s Farewell Concert in Windsor Church

mmmm-ml comcart at Whlw!mnﬂrhyumﬁtﬂ.dl

arian Kassovan has been the pastor of the Windsor Seventh-
day Advenrist Church for almost eight years and has blessed
the Windsor churches not only with his vibrant sermons but
also with his gife of music, singing with his deep Ukrainian voice,
On Oct. 17,2015, at 6 pm., Kossavan put an his last musical
concert, enfided “My Spirimal Joumncy From Ukraine wo Canada.*
He weaved his personal testimony inso the concert and thanked

God for the privilege of serving as a pastor in various
places within Canada.

This is the first time that more than 400 people
came to church %o attend his concert. There were
many non-Adventist people, including pastors from
other Chrisdan churches. He made it a memorable
evening for all.

Encouraged by Scott Bastien, along-standing
musician in our church, Kossovan sang a variety of
songs that he himself had composed with thehelp of
others. He invised Wendell Phipps to sing one of the
songs with him, and when he challenged himself to
sing a song in the Rwandan language, threc of his
Rwandan friends sang in the background, He did an
excellent job! For his final song, the students of the
Windsor Adventist Elementary School joined him.

The people were moved 0 tears by the way he
presented the message, The Windsor church members
and visitors who ammendsed the concere will never forget the way
the Holy Spirit warks on people’s hearw,

We, the church members, wish him God's hlessings as he goes
on to his new appointment to pastor in British Columbia. m
—Pastor 5. P. Chand, Associote,

Communication Department,
Windsor Seventh-day Adventist Church

British Columbia

Filipino Adventist Churches
in British Columbia Aligned for Christ

o0 God be the glory! With God’s help

Passor Luis Bon Jr. from the Philippines,

of faith: Kase Nicole Veniegas, Roberso

our health evangzlism was a success, entided A Journey Through Life’s Merrado, Lucy Mercadn, Cadito Urbano,
and w esaw commitment and unity from Intricacies... Happiness Unfoldst The and Thelma Urbano were baptized at the
all the churches that were involved. series culminated in the Filipino Associa- Filipino campmecting, followed by Remie

All siz Filipino Seventh-day Adventist ~ tion of AdventBelicvers in British Ddlos Reyes and Dominica Bagunu, as
churches in the Metro-Vancouver area Columbia (FAABBC) campmecting well as FelmerMacadangdang and Bob
worked sogether to accomplish the mission ~ held June 26-28, 2015, at the Camp Bailey,
to REACH! the thousandss of Filipinos Hope Lodge in Hope, B.C. The head elders of five of the churches
in the Lower Mainland with a Christ- Asa result of the seminar, many inquired ~ —Ed Flores from the Vancouver Filipino
centred message of hope and wellness, and showed deep interest about Jesus, SDA Church, Theody Malabanan from

For the months of May and June, the
Filipino churches warleed 0 put on a series
of gospel-orieneed health presenwasions by
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Also, nine indi'viduals acccpaad Jesus as
their Lord and Saviour and joined the
church through baptism and profession

the Burnaby Fil-Can church, Ben Berto
from the Abundant Life Community
church, Cris Garzota from the Fraser Val-




ley church, Floranse Reyes from the Sur-
rey Filipino church—as well as Ron Car-
cellar, president of FAABBC formed the
organizing committee to get the five
Filipino churches and newly organized
Bayanihan Canadian group, aligned and
working sogether smoothly, Charles Ed
Aguilar, BC Conference communica-
tions direceor, in collaboration with Levi
Estores, Jorge Tenorio, and Ken Naidoo,
the pastoss of the five Filipino churches,
provided guidance in the process,

The six Filipino Adventist churches
are currently following up with and
discipling the seminar attendees. m

-'Iaislnnm-llh_ulﬂn vy rernbons Tol larwiag thelr begtiom,

TREACH Is an acronym and stands for (1) Revival and transformation, (2) Education for disdpleship, {3) Alllgnment within the churdh, (4) Community outreach and
evangdism, (5) Healthy lead ership and management Itis a Narth Amercan Divisian-wide initi ative that encourages local dhurches and conferances 1o live by
Ohrtstlan eample and collaborate toward common autreach goals with vision, purpase, and planning. See www.nadadverttstorg/artide/13/readh-north-amerlca.

Sports Fest a Success

n Sept. 13,2015, the 2015/2016 officers of the Filipino

Assaciation of AdventBelieversin British Columbia
(FAABBC) were inducted, and the members of the six Filipino
Seventh-day Adventist churches met for a whale day of social
gathering and sports at the grounds of Deer Lalse School in
Burnaby.

This gathering was the joint plan of the officers of the
association and the head elders of the six churches. The FA ABBC
officets were sworn inso office by Passor Charles Ed Aguilar,
communications direcvor of the British Columbia and Yukon
Conference of Seventh-day Advencists.

The afficcrs are Ranald Carcellar, president; Theody Malabanan,
exequrive vice- president; Marthew Reyes, vice-president foryouth
and religious affairs; Michael Sarte, vice-peesident for sports and
social affairs; Freddie Bagunu, vice-president for community
services; Angie Berto, secretary; Irene Amancto, associate
sacreeary; Ed Flores, treasurer; Roger Magsalin, assodate treasurez,
Vancouver Filipino; Adel Calagnian, assodate areasureg, Burnaby

See mare at htipv/goa gl/fewVz

Fil-Can; Josue Lumalang, avodare measurer, Fraser Valley;
Edith Velasco, Surrey Filipino; Luningning Waro, Abundant
Life Community; Mila Talento, audisor; Florante Reyes, PRO;
Susan Olit, PRO; Levi Estores, advisor; Charles Ed Aguilar,
advisor; Chris Garzota, advisor.

Reaching out o the thousands of Filipinos in British
Columbia is one of the primary goals of the association, The
assoctation provides the human resources to help in the
implementation of various sacial, civic, and spiritual activities,
Apart from the indicdon of the FAABBC otficens, the members
enjoyed volleyball, bashedball, badminton, and other games.

The children had their own games as well,

Iris the FAABBC'shope and peayer that with more frequent
collaborative outreach events and gatherings, the six Filipino
churches will experience more unity, camaraderie and focus on
mission. W

—Angie Berto, Abundant
Life Community Company
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Church in the Valley Celebrates

Grand

foer two years of consauction,

Church in the Valley, a Seventh-day
Adventist church, celebrated its grand
opening on Sept. 12,2015, Members of
the community, government, dignitaries,
and British Columbia Coaference leader-
ship participated in the grand opening
ceremonies, Over 1,000 people attended
the ribbon-cutting ceremony, which
inchaded a moming wocthip service and
performances by Trinity Western Choir,

The new 61,400 square-foot building
is located in Langley, B.C. This building
features a 900-seat worship audisorium,
state-of -the-art andio system, commercial
kitchen, youth cenmre, gymnasium, and Acts
of Kindness Community Service Centre.

For the congregation, the move is not
only a move inso a larger €acility but also
a rebranding for the congregation formedy
known as the Aldergrove Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

Whydid the churdh choose “Church in
the Valley” for its name? David Jamieson,
lead passor of Church in the Valley,
explained that the church wants to meet
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people in the valleys of their lives. “That’s
what church is all about,” Jamieson said.
“When people are going through difficult
or troublesome times, they need vo know
that there is someone who cares and that
there is a God wholoves them.”

Church in the Valley intends so make
an impact throughout the Fraser Valley
community. “We decided in our hearrs
and minds that we don't want %o be just a
church in the building, We want so serve
people outside the walls of the church
throughout the entire Fraser Valley said
Jamieson.

This was true even nearly 20 years
ago when the church was spurred on by
visionaries who ashed, If the doors at the
Aldergrove Seventh-day Advenrist Church
were to close, would anyone even notice?
Would anyone cate? That's when the
church began its community outreach
ministry, eveatually naming it Acts of
Kindness (AOK). Since its inception,
the ministry, now recognized throughout
the Fraser Valley, has helped over 12,500

families,

Opening
EI..E‘_I 4 w2 _

o

Leaders of the church continued so
dream, At the 2001 vision summit, they
imagined outgrowing their current
building by continuing %o reach out to
the community. The church grew as
they hoped. In 12 years, Church in the
Valley has baptized over 300 members
invo its family, Additionally, the weekdy
church atvendance increased from 250
%0 550,

“Now here we are 14 years later with
a new building that is better able so help
us serve the community and connect
people with Christ,” Jamieson said.

The new Actsof Kindness Community
Centix, adjoining the main church building
on Old Yale Road, provides Church in
the Valley, for the first time, a ceneralized
place %o do the majority of these minisery
activities,

The centre includes a three-bay garage
for its CARS ministry and Single Moms’
Oil Change; a clothing and food panery,
a meal for the homeless and underprivileged
called Welcome Inn, a bedroom suite for
guesws in need of short-term housing;

See more at: http//googlIF7p2A




and a common space with a kitchen for
healthy living classes.

W hile the new building size, design,
and features are impressive, its beginnings
and purpose are simple. The initial building
design was conceived on a napkin by David
Jamieson, Randy Melnychenko, and Lorne
Brownmiller on a flight home to British
Columbia, Not completely unexpected,
this is not the first time a big dream has
started on a serviette.

The floor plan of the church centres
on community, a clear reflection of
Church in the Valley’s values and mission.

Daniel R. Jackson, president of the
North American Division and main

speaker at Church in the Valley's grand
opening, congratulated the church and
prayed that God would continue to use
Church in the Valley in a mighty way.

At the end of his spirited sermon
highlighting the nature, function,
and glory of the church, Elder Jackson
reminded the audience, “The fact that
the building is almost finished does not
mean anything other than the work has
just begun.”

So the dream and mission of Church
in the Valley continues.

Testifying to its mission of leading
people to Christ, Church in the Valley
hosted their 12¢h annual Acts of Kindness

One Hour With God

fyouhad God’s undivided attention

for one hour, what questions would you
ask Him? Would you want to know the
winninglottery numbers, or why there is
so much violence done in God’s name?

The Vernon Seventh-day Adventist

Church recently hosted a seminar series
with atheist-turned-pastor Ern Brake,
who spoke to some of the world’s more
pressing questions. Em’s goal, while
addrescing our questions about God, was

to have participants go away having
experienced God in a powerful wayand
come to a better understanding of what the
Bible says about this world and the next.

One participant said, “I loved how
Pastor Ern took all the Bible texss on a
certain subject and showed how the
difficult, sometimes contradictory, texs
were in fact not contradictory at all—
they all meshed together in perfect

explanation.”

Charity Golf Classic on Monday, Sept.
14, 2015. The funds raised from this
event will provide support for AOK
programs in the comingyear. To date,
the golf tournament has raised over
$500,000 for community outreach.

Next, Church in the Valley wants to
raise awareness that, with a larger facility
and expanded programs, there are even
greater opportunities for individuals to
get involved and connect with one another.

We thank God for what He has done
in the past, and we look forward to what
He will do in the future. m

—Jenae Williams, Member,
Church in the Valley

Another long-time Seventh-day
Adpventist said, “I appreciated how Pastor
Ern chooses his words. He is definitely
‘seeker friendly’ and careful not to use
Adventist jargon.”

This was a timely and meaningful
series and comes highlyrecommended. m

—Jill Rhynard,
Communication Secretary
for the Vernon Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Alberta

REACH Calgary Training Seminars a Success

Thc Calgary Central Seventh-day Adventist Church was
buaeing with excitement and anticipation on Sunday, Oct.
18, 2015. The gym was filled with people from the various
churches, all eagerly sharing with one another what they had
learned over the past five days and their thoughts on how to
share it with their communities.

The purpose of these workshops was to give church members
the opportunity, ideas, and tools to reach their communities far
Christ easily and effectively. These sessions are a vital step in the
upcoming /¢ Is Written evangelistic meetings to be held herein
Calgaryin April 2016.

The five-day training event began on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at
the Garden Road church. It continued to be hosted at different
local churches during the weekend. Throughout this time, Chris
Holland, speaker of It Is Written Canada, highlighted ways to

find and give Bible studies, how to start small groups, and gave
practical ideas on reconnecting with missing members, He
clearly showed us the importance of comprehensive evangelism
and our responsibility to touch those around us with Christ’s
compassion.

At the Calgary Central church, the Sabbath and Sunday
workshops expanded the choices by adding topics on health.
Manyspeakers from both Canada and the United States were
invited to be part of this event, Each focused on different areas
of health outreach. We were indeed privileged to have speakers
such as Dr. Randy Bivens, chief operating officer of the Weimar
Institute in California; Darlene Blaney, nutritional consulting
practitioner and the founder and president of Total Health
School of Nutrition, and our very own Alberta volunteer health
ministries director; Evelyn Cole-Kissinger of Lifestyle Masters
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in Michigan; Simbarashe
Charumbira from Edmonton,
Alta,; Dr, Edwin Noyes, author
and lecourer from Oregon; and
David Fiedler from Endexby,
B.C. No matver which work-
shops were chosen, the theme
was the same: you don't have
t be a health professional v
touch your acighbours with
the good news of our Advendist
health message.

As someone who atwended
and enjoyed the workshops, I
foundit especially encouraging
to see how easy it was to use
these tools for outreach, In my
conversations with charch
members, I realize that many
have a strong desire to do
something meaningful in our
communities. This weelend
was a wonderful start,

So what’s next? Calgary
Centzal Church will be pueaing
into practice much of what they learned, by hosting their first
community health expo on Jan. 17,2016. Some of the other

potential programs individual members of the various churches
are working on include

o Fargive to Live seminars,

o Diabetes Undone and Depression Recovery seminars,

o cooking schoals,

« addiction recovery programs,

o small group Bible study,

o and much more.

God ismoving among His people, and this special weekend
inspired each of us so work sogether with Him aswe REACH
Calgary with our message of hope and wholeness.

Check out www.reachcalgary.ca for more information on

the specific sopics from this seminar. B
—Joanne Burns, Calgary Central Church

Century

CENTURY 21 ADVANTAGE
905, 4747 - 67th St., Red Deer, ABTAN 6H3

Jon:  403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

www.realestateinreddeer.com
Fax: 1.888.530.8784

Email: jon@realeslateinreddeer.com

denise@realestateinreddeer.com ASSOCIATE BROKER & AGENT
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Chwils Hellamd was sme of the seminar presemters st five-tloy training svent hold at the Garden Read dvarchin Calgury.

Now on Eastlink
Channel 893

HopeChannel




SDA Church in Canada

Canadians Win at Society of
Adventist Communicator’s Conventlon

t the annual convention of Society of Advendist

Communicators (SAC), held October 15-17 in
Chantilly, Va,, a small group of Canadians gathered so
tabe in the event. Conference communication direcsors
Brian Bell (Man-Sask), Halsey Peat (Ontario), and Lucian
Stefanescu {Quebec) joined SDACC communication
team members Swan Jensen and Aimee Perez, as they
came together to learn, support, and connect.

Kryzia Abacan, Canadian University College alumni
and recent Andrews University graduatx, also experienced
SAC for the first time and presented the &ndingy of her
master’s thesis on effective public relations strategies
for scudent ad ministrarion, using her time at CUC as
a case study,

Duting the awards gala, Abacan won the student
award for Best Fearare Writing for her article “Finding
Love When It's Least Expeceed” in Entision magazine.
Canadian-bom Melodie Roschmann also won the
Young Professional Award for young talent in the
communication Geld. Finally, Cozadian Adventist
Messenger took home the Best in Class award in the
Print: News carcgory for their story “In the Wake of
the Storm,” fearured in the November 2014 issue. m

—Aimee Perez, staff writer,
Canadian Adventist Messenger

GEORGE’S
TR%E
well

Alain Lévesque

ail legal@adventist.ca, o
1 ENGLISH or FRENCH.

able in electronic format at

(MM‘hmde'm&lmi(hu
cummnd i the Print: News cllegory

sur EREE book of GEORGE'S TREE

call 905 -433-001 1, ext. 2078

As of Aug, 31, 2015, there were 432 depositors with a total deposit

> > SDACCREVOLVING FUND REPORT:

of $27.921,97 .There were 84 loans with a value of $25,582,631.
For more information or to make a deposit, eontact Girly Quiambao—quiambao.girly@adventist c; 905/433-0011.
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PATHWAY % HEALTH

3,000 Volunteers Needed

Dentists, Dental Hygienists & Assistants, Ophthalmologists, Optometrists, Nurses, Surgeons,
Doctors of All Specialties, Hair Stylists, Attorney Services, and Non-medical Volunteers

3-day Adventist Medical & Dental Mega Clinic and Convention
Los Angeles, California, April 26-29, 2016

Special convention continues through April 30 with inspiring speakers including Dan Jackson & Mark Finley.
Full children's program available for volunteers throughout the event.

Information & Volunteer Registration at
PathwaytoHealthVolunteer.org

i . s @ 4w = 7))
'\ Zalin m . ’ i ‘A @ LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY
Health ' : HEAITH
e

Your Best Pathway % Health is a service of Adventist-Laymen’s Services and Industnes, in paitnership with
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Adventist Health, Loma Linda University Health and many other organizations.




This Christmas,
why not put the Gospel
under the tree?

Here are some of ff
ways It Is Writlé
will be reaching o

The telecast reaches 84,000+
Canadian viewers every week

Comprehensive Evangelism for
Calgary, Alberta and St. Johns,
Newfoundland

Bibles in the local Inuktitut language
for every Inuit in Nunavut

It Is Written joint mission evangelistic
effort in Gweru, Zimbabwe

Your generous g

71tis
ritten

canada
M call: 905-404-6510

g visit: www.ltIsWrittenCanada.ca

8 write: It Is Written Canada

0o PO Box 2010
— Oshawa, ON L1H 7v4

ift to It Is Written Canada

will help reach Canada and the world

For a 2015 tax deductible receipl, be sure fo send your giff before January 1, 2016




CHILLIWACK ADVENTIST
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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Chilliwack BC V2P 3K8 j"'
604.792.8344 Advermist Education
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SOUTH SIDE
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

The South Side Christran School family cxists to show
children Jesus, smurnere their love for Him and others,
teach them to think, and em power them to scrve.

Adventist Education

WWW.SOUTHSIDECHRISTIANSCHOOL.CA
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Sandy Lake Academy
I Educating the Whole Person to the Gloiy of God l

Junior Primary — Grade 12
We Offer:
- Quality Christian Education -Strong Academic Standards
-Excellent Music Program - A Safe Learning Environment
-Small Class Sizes -Competitive Tuition Rates
- A Convenient Location in a

Park-Like Setting

-Dormitory for Grades 9-12
Students

902-835-8548

www .sandylakeacademy.ca

service activities and physical fitness.
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B Announcements

PROCESS:

« Al announeements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announeements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries, and tributes) shouki
be emailed to Aimee Perez
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

« Every individual named in
the announeement must be
awareof the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

+ Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
eompleted and/orapproved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

» The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

+ For more information about
Messenger announcement
polides, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click “Writers’
Guidelines” then click
“announcements.”

H Announcements

637 TIASCAA Alumni Homecoming
Weekend —Crawford Adventist
Academy will be holding its 63*
Alumni Homecoming Weekend on
May 27-29, 2016, honouring TJA
classes 0£1981 (Grede 11), 1976
(Grade 10), 1971 (Grade 10), 1966
and all classes prior; CA A Classesof
2006, 2001, 1996, 1991 and 1986. We
welcome all our alumnni and families,
former and current administrators,
boatrd members, faculry and staff,
parents, friends and supporters. Please
contact the Office of Advancement,
Derrick Hall, VP of Advancement,
416/633-0090/1oll-free 866/960-
2125 exr. 234 or dhall@wadsb.com;
Judy Cardona Gamez, Advancement
Assistant, ext. 248, or jgamez@sadsb.
com. Visit our official website, www.
tadsb.com; follow us on Twitter
@TJACAA Alumni; like us on
Facebook, “The Official TJA/CAA
Alumni Group”(5/16)

H New Members

ALBERTA

Leanne Marcinyk was baptized in
Sylvan Lake, Alra, on June27, 2015,
by Warren Kay. She is now a member
of the Sylvan Lale church.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

AnthonyChariton was baptized in
Kelowna, B.C., on Sept. 12, 2015, by
Cam Koronlso. He is now a member
ofthe Rutland church.

Michelle Dobroskay was baptized
in Hope, B.C., on Aug. 1, 2015,

by Rob Follenberg. She is now a
member of the Rutland church.

Jonnifer lvasow was baptized in
Kelowna, B.C., on Sept. 12,2015,
by Rob Folleenberg. She is now a
member of the Rutland church.

Cayden Nicol was baptized in
Kelowna, B.C.,on Sept. 12,2015,
by Rob Follkenberg. He is nowa
member of the Rutland church.

JonnaVolkwyn was baptized in
Kelowna, B.C.,on Sept. 12,2015, by
Cam Koronko. She is nowa member
of the Rutland church.

H Births

Emily Grace Androw was born

on June 16,2015, to Carleen Blabey
and JoergAndrow, of Rendsburg,
Germany.

H Weddings

LeanneAdamsand Jason
Marcinyk were married on June 21,
2015, at Foothills Camp,Alta., and
are making their home in Red Deer,
Alta. Leanne is thedaughter of Len
and Leila Adanus, and Jason is the
son of Jack and Penny Marcinyk and
Val Winder.

Afred Akve was born on April 1,
1923, in Strongfleld, Sask., and died
on Aug. 27, 2015, in Saskatoon,
Sask. He and his family farmed near
Strongfield. Later, he also installed
floor caveringx, including for the
loeal church and church school in
Saskatoon. Alfred and his wife,
Marjotie, assisted many people
through the Dorcas Sodiety and later
with Adveatist Community Services.
Alfred is predeceased by his wife,
Marjorie Akre. Surviving: sons,
Leland Akre of Saslmsoon, Kevin
(Kathy) Akre of Cochrne, Alta.,
Collin (Janice) Akre of Winnipeg,
Man.; two grandchildren and two
great-grandchildrea.

Alan James Atkinson was bom

on Feb. 22, 1948, in Southampton,
England, anddied on Sept. 1, 2015,
in Kelowna, B.C. He smdied religious
studies at Canadian Union College

and at Andeews University Seminary.
He served as a passor in the Maniroba-
Saskatchewan, Maritime, and B.C.
Coaferences. Alan worked as a Bible
ingrucmr and band and choir direcear
at Sandy Lale Academy. Healso served
asPugwashcam p directorfor anumber
of summers. Alan is predeceased by his
parens, Jamesand Sylvia Arlainsan.
Surviving: three daughters, one
brother, and four grandchildren.

Prederick Lioyd Bell was born on
July 8, 1922, in Winnipeg, Man., and
died on June 18,2015, in Lacombe,
Alra. He graduated from Canadian
Union College in 1953 and served as
a pastor in British Columbia, fallowed
by 11 years of mission service in
Rwanda, Burundi, and Kenya. Upon
recan to Canads, he served as admini-
strator of Rest Haven Hospr'ael in
British Columbia and Branson
Hospiral in Ontario. He ended his
career at the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada in the areasof
Trust Servicesand Risk Management.
Surviving: wife, Elizabeth Bell; son,
Bob (Ellen) Bell of Lacombe; two
grandchildren and one great-grand-
child.

Elizabeth Lila (née McDowell)
Bell was born on April 17, 1923, in
Glenarm, Northern Ireland, and died
on June 25,2015, in Lacombe, Alta.
She was a devout supporter of her
husband, Lloyd, in hisrole as pastor
and church administrasor. She served
asa church school seacher, librarian,
and secreaary. However, most of her
life was spent assigring her husband.
As a gifted and gracious hostess, she
regularly entertained many visiting
chorch administrarors and members
who enjoyed her wonderful hospiraliry.
Lila is predeceased by her husband,
LloydBell Surviving: son, Bob (Ellen)
of Lacombe; two grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.

Howard Boutcher was born on
March 30, 1932, in Spencers Cove,
Nfld,, and died on Sept. 13, 2015, in
Bowmanville, Ont. He wasa dedicared
member of the College Park Church
orchestra in Oshawa, Ont., for over
40 yeans. Howard is predeceased by
his parents, Harold and Alice (née
Hallexr) Boutcher; son, Ron Bouxcher.
Surviving: wife, Jean (née Munroe)
Boutcher; sons, Gordon Boutcher

of Edmonton, Alta., Allan Boutcher
of Edmonton; daughter, Wanda
(David) Newman; daughter-in-law,
Brenda Boutcher; sisters, Hazel
Hamilton, Juanita (Alex) Ramsey;
six grandchildten and eight greaz-
grandchildren.

Jack Glover was born on March
14, 1920, in Portage laPeairie, Man.,
anddied onSept. 13,2015,inSwift
Current, Sask. He was baptizedin
1963 with his family at the Rest

Haven church in Sidney, B.C., and
hasbeen active ever since in serving
and supporting the church heloved.
Surviving: wife, Lorraine Glover;
sons, Greham (Sharron) Glover of
Swift Current, James (Mary) Glover
of Swift Current, Richard (Cheryl)
Glover of Kitwanga, B.C.; daughter,
Genaldine (Howard) Homenchuk
of Medicine Hat, Alta,; seven grand-
children and 14 great-grandchildren.

Marie (née Aszerude) Knopp was
born on March 28, 1923, in Terrace,
B.C., and died on June 30, 2015.
Marie is predeceased by her husband,
Rhineholt Knopp; former husband,
John Chares; parents, Emil and Mary
Aaserude. Surviving: sons, Murray
(Deb) Demmold of Fruirvale, B.C.,
Brent (Donna) Detmold of Calgary,
Alra.; danghrer, Marsha Joy (Roy)
Ennisof Nanaimo, B.C;; brother, Lloyd
(Eleanor) Aasernde; sissers, Gertrude
“Trudi”Charles of Maple Ridge,
B.C., Macjory “Jackie” Hemrich of
Maple Ridge; 10 grandchildren and
six greatgrandchildren.

D. Ruth (née Welch) Lennox was
born on April 11, 1934, in Luron,
England, and died on July 20, 2015,
in Victoria, B.C. She was a physician
serving in Nigenia, Ghana, and Ethiopia
for nine years, as well as relref work
in India and Nepal She also served
as the women’s ministries leaderin
the B.C. Conference and head elder
at Abborsford church. Ruth is prede-
ceased by her brother, John Welch.
Surviving: husband, John Lennox;
sons, Philip (Lorena) Lennox, David
(Lisa) Lennax; daughter, Annette
(Phil) Hubbard; brother, Antony
(Katy) Welch; sister-in-law, Amy
Welch; four grandchildren.

Wililam Netson wasbom on Oct. 1,
1924, in Arlee, Sask., and died on
Sept. 12,2015, in Oliver, B.C. He
was the youngest of 10 children, a
faithful member of the Osoyoos,
B.C., church, and school seacher for
42 years in the United Stases and
Canada William is predeceased by
his parents and all of his siblings.
Surviving: wife, Aris Nelson; sons,
Wilf (Madlene) Nelson of Prince
George, B.C., Frank (Janine) Nelson
of Grover Beach, Calif,, Kevin Nelson
of Osoyoos; daughter, Colleen
(Eduardo) Gonaeles of Fillmore,
Calif; nine grandchildren.

Eufemia (née Vinoya) Rodriguez
was born on Sept. 17, 1923, in
Pangasinan, Philippines, and died

on Sept.22, 2015, in Brampton, Ont.
Eufemnia “Nanay” Rodriguez wasa
founding pioneerof the Bramalea
Fil-Can church. She unfailingly Ived
her life in service to her familyand
thechurch that she so dearly loved.
She is predeceased by her husband,
Andres Rodriguez; parents, Vicente
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and Mamerta (nfe Egmadsa) Vinoya;
s 153 Nochaniel Garen, Sucviving:

6ravu; Medits (Rupervo) Becbec;
Miaiam (Chadie) Romano: 29
praddildren 20 greargrandehfideen,
and one great-groat-grandchild

Anne Samograd was born an
Nov. 25, 1920, in Mundace, Alta,
anddied on April21, 2015, in
Vegreville, Ala, Sheserved asa
nazh:rmWimnnndeahﬁ:mm

deriving

garden cinb, and other eommunity
service Anne is predeceased by her
parens, Sarmuel and Macia Samograd ;
brather, Gaylen Samograd; dger,
Tillie Schumm, Carrie Markosky,
Ellen Pogrer § : brother,
Clarence Samogred; siser, Ollie
Heamann

Cavl WiiBam Spane was bom on
April 13, 1934, in Brooklyn. NY,
and died on Aug, 8,2015, in Anburn,
Wash Sacviviag: wife, Joan (née
Smualling) Spano; son. John William
Spano; theee grandchdren and
theee grear-grandchildeen.

DelsL.Thomas wasbomon July
22, 1946, in Hope, Mich., and died
on Ang. 30, 2015, in Hendermaville,
N.C.Heserved as publiching direcvor
fac the Ontario Conference from 1997
30 2006, and amociare i
dicectar for all of Canada from 2006
30 2007 under the Review and Herald
@uhlishing Amodisrian. Dale 15 pee-
deceased by his parensx, Raymond
Acthurand Leoas Almic (née Cole)
‘Thomas; brother, Mack Thomas.

Mack L Jane ) Thomas of
Clummnangs, Tenn , Keat L. (Tiffany)
Thamas of Killdeeq ND; John L.
{Chanda) Thomss of Asheville, N.C.;
trochers, Clyde (Myrile) Thomas of
Ringgald. Geoggla, Danlel (Margle)
Thamas of Grernville, Tenn, Olan
(Phyllis) Thomas of Oculs, Fla;
dnerg, Kay (Bob) Nelson of Tenn.,
Aana (John) S owers of Ind, Nancy
(Rogee) Secmereheim of Calif, Penny
Thomas of Mich. Smanne Fercher

of Ore; five grandchildcea.
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M Tributes

M. John and Putrida Tutasyn cele-

brared their 60* wudding anniveaary
by spending summer vacation with

their danghters, grandchildren, and
Por's slsters, Bevedey Gramme and
Riwa Hirschkorn. The 'Ihw:ynshva
three children and theee :
daughrer, Debbis (Marlon) Paley;

Tataryn

Sask.; danghier, Holly (Ned) Espiritn;
grandeons, Kai and Kalani of Vacs
Ville, Cakif.

We thank all those who senr cards
and phone calls wishing ns hesven's

inga. We thank God for onr

family and fifends. Our prayer is
that we will all be ready for thar grear
celebration when Jesrns comes.
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Give

REACH Canada
{Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

-V OLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION, NO SALARIES INVOLVED
“REACH Canada Incorporated as a tegistered charity in 1994
~Tax exempt# 895034189RR0001

Member of Adventist-Laymen's Services and Industries

«An independent ministry supporting the SDA Church's mission
*Operates schoois. ozphanages, hostels, and feeding centers
«Actively working in 26 countries

*Seven branch offices

+0.04% from each sponsorship is used for administration
*REACH Infernational Inc. organized in 1973

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

O YES! | will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
O Boy CJGirl O No preference

Ol do not wish to sponsor a child but | would
like to make a donation of $
ClJoy Fund CGreatest Need I Other

Name
Street
City Prov. PC
Tel

REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E
Whitby, ON, L1N 9G3, Canada (905) 720-1624

www.reachcanada.org « info@reachcanada.org
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from the editor

December 2015

KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS involves a great deal more than the designona
Scarbucks Coffee cup. It is far more significant than protesting a gainst stores that say
“Happy Holidays® insecad of “Merry Christnas.” As a Christian I find these kinds of
protests and causes quite embarrassing,

Here is what I do not find embarraing: people who help those in need. Full ssop.

‘What does laeeping Christ in Christmas actaally look like?

Keeping Christ in Christmas looks like people from all walks of life who provide a
warm, delicious meal to fellow human beings who are hungry, or warm blankets and new
socks to those who, regandless of the reason, live outside thelaving shelter of a family home.

Keeping Christ in Chrisunas looks like a group of ladies I met who visit women in prison
and send gifts to their children during times of celebration, such as Chrisemas and birthdays.,

Keeping Christ in Christmas looks like providing money to a scruggling single mom
so she can purchase gifts for her children. I have a friend who received this gift for a few
years, and I saw the significant impact it had on her life,

Keeping Christ in Christmas looks like making sure the lonely and disenfranchised
among us and in our community feel and know—with confidence—that someone is
thinking of them and wsaking action to allcviate their brokenness and pain, Sometimes
you will find the loneliest people in a erowd at church.

Keeping Christ in Christmas looks like cereading the Christmas ssory with family
and friends. The Nativity is especially meaningful to those of us who have been to the
shepherd hills in Bechlehem and visited the caves that were used as mangers at the time
of Christ, Memories of walking around homes in Nazarcth remain vivid as we read and
imagine the story in the Bible. Mary (who was approaching her due date!) and Joseph’s
111-kilometre journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem came into perspective when I travelled
that same journey—in the comfort and conven'tence of an automobile. The Christmas
svory is full of details and significances we can reflect on.

Last but not least, keeping Christ in Christmas does #o# loak lilee taking offense at ath-
ers’ misdeeds. It is about helping people and making a difference in someone’s life, such as
purchasing something from the ADRA gift catalogue (adraca/gifacatalogue) in the name
of a friend, spouse, parent, child, or grandchild. ADRA Canada does work we can all be
proud of. They make a difference even by allowing us to make a difference. B

ot /
S
I

Stan Jensen,editor
Conadian Adventist Messenger




by Almee Perez A BACKWARD GLANCE

IT1S DECEMBER. THE CHRISTMAS SEASON IS UPON US. What joy it is 1o spend time
with family, both biological and chosen, share cheer, and spread love. This month we take a look
at bygone decades to enjoy Christmas-themed cover art from the pages of the Messenger.

Silent Right, Woly Sight,
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Ihis Christmas give a
different leind of giﬁ.

20 Robert St W. ®
Give a gift that will change a life. Please visit Newcastle, ON ADRA

www.adra.ca/giftcatalo ) L1B 1C6
/9 S todonate 1-888-274-2372 Canada
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