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Magnetizing

e

Ha,

S/ B

s an excited 10-year-old I remember a physics
class on magnetism. I was fascinated by a
magnet’s ability to attract and retain
particular metallic objects. For days I
walked around with a magnet in my pocket enthralled
by its pull on other objects and in turn magnetizing
them, thus giving them their own magnetic properties.

The concept of a magnet, as I see it, has a powerful
application to the role of the church, namely, in attracting
and retaining people. Jesus clearly had this in mind
when He said, “You have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you ... that ye should go and bring forth frui,
and that your fruit should remain” (John 15:16).

We often focus on attracting new converts—and
we correctly celebrate their baptisms—ryet this is only
part of the church’s magnetic property. If we attract
but do not keep new converts, our church will not grow
in the way God desires. So attracting and retaining
new members is essential to the growth of God’s
church. It is a solemn assignment from Jesus Himself.

Many years ago George Brown, then president of
the Inter-American Division of Seventh-day Adventists,
crafted a three-part motto to guide the division: “Win,
Train, and Retain.” Years later in his exit interview, as
he was transitioning to retirement, he credited the
outstanding growth of the division to the adoption of
that motto. What is clear is that there was intentionality
in creating a new culture in the church. N

A recent global research conducted by Dr. David
Trim, of the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, supports our call for intentional growth
through evangelism and retention. The findings have
shown that over the past 50 years when we baptized
the last 13,648,281 members, we lost 5,918,483 (not
including those who dicd). This reflects a loss rate of
43.364 per hundred new converts! Trim estimates
that our potential world membership without losses
would be approximately 24 million. Some 40 percent
of former Adventists surveyed said that they were never
contacted when they stopped attending church. It is
time for the church to have comprehensive strategies

'REACH is an acronym that stands for (1) Revival and transformation, (2) Education for discipleship, (3) Alignment within the church,
(4) Community outreach and evangelism, (5) Healthy leadership and management. REACH is a group of core values of the North
American Division of Seventh-day Adventists. "REACH is a strategy for best accomplishing the mission of the church with excellence”

See www.nadadventist.org/article/13/reach-north-america.
2(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2011), pp. 113-129.

president’s perspective

to retain members, as well as to attract new converts.

In Ontario we are intentional about retaining
members. For the past few years we have been promoting
the REACH! values as necessary ingredients in the
culture of our churches and schools. I am convinced
that as churches take the time to adopt this strategic
framework of operating, its benefits will be reflected
in our fruits remaining,

We have also been praying and secking God’s
leadership as we seek to fulfil His command to not
only preach the gospel and baptize new converts
but also to make them His disciples. We long to see
every church become a centre of discipleship. This
will not happen overnight, but it can begin with your
church today.

Research for my recent book, Worship Mazters,
significantly reinforced my previously held conviction
that our corporate worship is an important key in our
retention strategies. Do we know what we are doing
—and why—when we gather on a Sabbath morning?
Is your church worship joyous? Do you miss it when
you are absent? Do you feel you have experienced
God’s presence in such a way that you long to share
it with others?

[ long for each church to discover the wonderful
evangelistic and retention possibilities of inspirational
worship and then work to make it all happen! Te will
not happen by chance. Local leaders must begin the
conversation. David Kinnaman, in his book You Lost
Me: Why Young Christians Are Leaving Church ...and
Rethinking Faith, uses the term “shallow Christianity”
to describe the superficial knowledge of the Bible held
by many youths and young adults
in today’s church.? It is a failure
on the part of the church and
parents to give them deep roots,
It is time for us to return to deep
Bible study in our churches. m

Mansfield Edwards is president
of the Ontario Conference.
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He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you
—Luke 5:20, NKJV.

KinkgdoU

One dark night in a jungle in Costa Rica, a baby kinkajou fell from
a very high branch. She lay still on the forest floor. She looked
dead. After a while, the baby lifted her head and tried to get up to
go back to her mother, but she couldn't move her legs. She had never
been on the forest floor before. Now she was lying on the cold ground,
hurt and alone. A jaguar might have found her. Instead, a hiker came across
her the next day and brought her to Alturas Wildlife Sanctuary.

The staff at the sanctuary cared for her wounds and fed the baby kinkajou all the
tasty figs she wanted. They named her Rosita. The vet exercised Rosita’s legs, hoping
she would climb again someday. Rosita can now use her monkeylike tail and legs,
but she will never be able to climb well enough to live in the treetops again.

Think abovt if. AEA

No cure for paralysis has ever been found. When
friends brought a paralyzed man to Jesus, Jesus
told him, “Your sins are forgiven.” The religious
leaders didn't believe Jesus could forgive sins,
because they believed He was just a man, not God.
Then Jesus healed the paralyzed man. Everyone
knew that only God could heal paralysis. Because
of this miracle, some people believed that Jesus
could forgive sins, too. o
Have you ever felt so guilty for something i -
you've done, that you didn't really believe Jesus ,p~ e 7
could forgive you? Don't trust your feelings! Jesus #”QQ { 42
wants to forgive you. Tell Him you're sorry.and )
believe you have His forgiveness.

E? >
s

Keep track of prayers that have been answered in
a notebook or on smooth pebbles. When you
need a reminder that Jesus loves you and forgives
you, re-read your list or look at your pebbles.

AN

:Burak and her family enjoy. stud-ying and learning from God’s creation g% e
“ontact her at tammie.burak@gmail.com or follow her blog at wwwicred { U it ERslle spot.ca, / A{l FEebrua ry 2016
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Forestview Retirement Residence, located in Toronto, is a new

retirement community owned by Advent Health Care
Corporation. It will be OPENING MID 2016. Forestview
will cater to Independent and Assisted Living Lifestyles.

@f%DVEN T

HFALTH CARE CORPORATION

WE ARE SEEKING TO HIRE
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

e General Manager

Sales & Marketing Managers

Dining Services Manager

Residenf Service Manager (RN or RPN)

Environmental Manager

Life Enrichment Manager
(Recreation Manager)

& A OPENING MID SUMMER 2016
If you have the skills needed for any of the @Y&ADVENT |

above positions please submit your resume to:

info@adventhealth.org | RESTVIEW

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

For full job description information visit:

Ver"eseniorliving.com and click careers 541 FINCH AVE. W., TORONTO, M2R 3Y3
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s couple of years ago I surprised my children with a
5 puppy. Her name is Fifi and she is a two-pound
Maltipoo. I never grew up with pets, so this experience
LY was new to the kids and me. In preparation for a
Y. new addition to our home, I read everything on

b

1""{"”(

4
how to raise a puppy. Unfortunately, even with all of the reading,
I failed to follow some important rules.

It wasn’t until around April when I finally realized that it
was time to get serious and potty-train her. This decision was
made because my wife was fed up with all of the “accidents”
that were taking place on our white carpets. I once watched the
famed dog trainer Cesar Millan say that there is no such thing
as training a dog. Rather, the job rests with the owner. “Nobody
would ever pay for human training classes,” he surmised.

After several weeks Fifi was still doing her business in the
house. Iwould take her for long walks—and nothing. I started
taking her outside every 15 minutes and made her stand on a
mat on our back porch—nothing. I began to get frustrated and
angry. I contemplated that perhaps it was time to give her away.
Finally, I did some more research and attempted another approach
of house training her. What I discovered was there are some strong
similarities between house training your dog to discipleship. If
you would allow me some leeway, let me explain:

Fifi needed some boundaries.

The house was too big for such a small dog. She needed to be
limited to one floor. When we were away or unable to monitor
her, she was confined to a crate or gated area. I began to restrict
her meals to only twice a day. Every night I began to crate her so

Spiritual Training

she couldn’t wander and have an accident. She would have to
wait till the morning. At firse, I felt bad and thought it was
cruel. However, [ discovered she preferred this. She fele better
and safer in a closed-in environment.

In the same way, Christians need boundaries. We are inquisitive
creatures that often get into trouble because of our own curiosity.
Limiting our own space keeps us from temptation. See Titus

2:12; Gal. 6:16.

Fifi needed a routine.

When my children were toddlers, we followed a stringent system
from the book On Becoming Baby Wise. This book taught that
children need strict routine in order to thrive. In the same way,
our dog needed a routine that was predictable. I started taking
the dog out every morning for a walk before she ate. It only took
three to five minutes before she went to the bathroom. I am not
sure who was more happy, the dog or myself.

Human beings are creatures of habit. We prefer predictability.
Similarly, if we are going to grow spiritually, there needs to be a
routine. Do you have a routine or discipline for your spiritual

life? Prov. 16:3; Prov. 23:28; 1 Cor. 9:27.

Fifi was rewarded for doing what was expected of her.

Every time she went to the bathroom outside, I rewarded her

with a treat and praise. She became accustomed to her reward
and learned very quickly how to win my praise. Human beings
are not too different from dogs. W, too, like to be rewarded and

praised. Our rewards come in the form of blessings. As we

continue to grow deeper and develop spiritual discipline,

we will experience incredible rewards from God. See

Prov. 10:22; Exod. 23:25; Col. 3:23, 24.

These simple dog training tips gave me
) incredible insight into how we can grow as
Christians in our faith. m

Kumar Dixit is the pastor of Oakridge Adventist Church
in Vancouver, B.C. He is the author of Branded Faith:
Contextualizing the Gospel in a Post-Secular World.
You can follow him on Twitter @kumardixit.

February 2016
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y, April 20, 1970, after singing at a wedding shower that r
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tht.Il‘u- It0|golh0mefor a while, as she was scheduled to return to a Kingsway Coll
nomlng event in the evening. Gail’s friends, Bonnie and Jim, noticed tha

Qgt show up and were concerned. Bonnie will never forget the ca!,l her mm her rece

later that evening, which explained Gail’s absence at homecoming. Around 6:30 p.m

- anintruder had broken into Gail's home, attacked her, and, after a fierce struggle

assailant strangled her to death on the floor of her bedroom.

her driver's license indicating that she
wished to be an organ donor. This
seemingly small deed has allowed
Kelsey to live on through others, as
her sacrifice directly saved the lives of
four individuals—among them a man
who had been on dialysis for 17 years,
received a kidney, and was then able to
go back to work; and a young girl, who
received Kelsey’s liver, made a complete
recovery and was able to return to
competitive gymnastics.°Beyond these
victories, Kelsey's tissues and other
organs went to improve the lives of
over 50 individuals. Now Kelsey's family
organizes an annual running event
called the “I'm Thankful Four” which
raises scholarship money in Kelsey’s
name to be awarded to students at her
high school.?

The legacy of Gail Mohns lives on
in the community she was once a part
of: College Park Church and Kingsway

College. In the years following her death,

Gail's family established “The Gail Ruth
Mohns Student Aid Memorial Fund,” to
W ich many alumni, along with others in

committed, studious, a joy to kno
Secondly, $100 goes to a choir me
who also exudes these characteristic
and is chosen as most outstanding
member by fellow choir members.
Three beautiful, caring gitls; three
lives tragically and unexpectedly lost;
three legacies as different, generous,
and helpful as the girls who inspired them:
There are so many ways—awareness
events, scholarships, awards, and the !
list goes on—through which lost loved
ones can live on in our hearts and minds:
and in those of people who may have:
never known them but who, becaus
their legacy, will now never forget. m

Leah Keys writes from Newcas t'/e,?@‘r.‘?‘t
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‘I he hope of the Adventist Church in Canada is for a revival—a rerurn to
spiritual vigor and fervency in personal and corporate piety. This heartfelt
| crycan be heard through many sermons, published articles, and even in the

prayers of the saints. But how can we be reawakened to a burden for saving souls?

A stronger relationship with God?

Sometime ago I desired to try my hand at the culinary arts so I could treat my
family to some out-of-the-ordinary meals, so I purchased a recipe book. AsI
carefully scanned through many of the recipes, T was excited at the idea of providing
my family with exotic meals. However, instead of acting immediately, I decided to
wait until there was a special occasion— Christmas, for example. As many of you
may relate, I lost my excitement in the meantime. To this day, what I still have is
an unused beautiful recipe book sicting on a shelf.

Could it be that one of the reasons we have not yet realized revival is that we
are procrastinating or even reluctant in using and applying the recipe God gives us?
[ believe we are aware of many of the recipes in Scripture that promise spiritual
restoration and a reawakening to God’s calling, What might happen if we asa
church, corporately, were to take seriously such promises as 2 Chronicles 7:14,
Joel 2:28-32, and the Pentecost story of Acts 22 What if we became humble,
called to the Lord, and devoted ourselves to prayer?

As I travel and converse with people, I realize that many individuals are
experiencing a good measure of growth in their study and understanding of
God’s Word and their relationship with Him. This is indeed a sign towards the
goal of revival and reformation. It is my sincere hope that many more will find joy
in committing time to Bible study and prayer.

Recently, two concepts in support of prayer in revival have stirred my thinking.
The first is a conviction I share with author John Franklin. He says, “The greatest
workings of God come by corporate prayer, and we will not see the power of God
in sufficient measure to transform the world around us until we pray together.”
Without minimizing the value of our personal prayer lives, he continues by asserting
that personal prayer “alone will not result in the working of God to the degree
needed for spiritual transformation in our lives, churches, cities, or our nation.” He
believes that “God in His sovereignty has determined that something happens when we
pray together that transcends praying separately. His working increases exponentially”!

The sccond concept I appreciate is drawn from the work of Daniel Henderson.
He believes that many Christians employ an approach to prayer that actually devalues
their prayer time. He opines that our prayers are too request-based. In other words,
they arc top-heavy with lists of things we want or need from God. He advocates
that our prayers should be worship-based—prayers in which we seek the face of
God first instcad of secking only His hand. His conclusion is that “worship-based
prayers ignite a desire for spiritual intimacy and personal transformation. ... A
worship-based approach fixes our heart first on the majesty, the person of Christ,
the purity of His Word, and excites within us an appetite for Him.”?

As we become more aware of these realities, we could be empowered and
enlightened to pray about issues and needs in a brand-new way. m

Eustace Williams is the director of personal ministries
and the School of Evangelism at the Ontario Conference.

—_—

'John Franklin, And the Place Was Shaken (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2005), pp. 4, 5.
?Daniel Henderson, Transforming Prayer (Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2011), pp. 26, 27.
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of increased scrutiny by the federal government on
the activities of charitable advocacy groups. According
to many news articles, people have expressed the
sentiment that the heavy auditing of charities resembled
a"witch-hunt” of sorts.

During the election campaign Butts was quick
to ciiiicize the Harper government’s September
announcement in Port Moody, B.C., by Industry
Minister James Moore, accompanied by Laureen
Harper, that a new Conservative government would
give 535 million to match donations to the Terry Fox
organizations across the country. In a Twitter post,
Butls said, “Harper spent a decade attacking charities
for political activity, and now he politicized one of our
very best charities mid-campaign.” Matt Gurney, a
coluimnist and deputy comment editar with National
Posi ngreed with Gerald Butts' assessment, re-tweeted
his jpost, adding, “When Gerry’s right, he’s right. I'm
usually a fan of James Moore, but his comments on
this were hugely disappointing.”® To which Butts
replied, “Thanks, Matt. People have no idea what this
is like if you run a charity.”

In 2012, Butts was critical of any suggestion that
Canadian environmental charities do the public policy
bidding of foreign donors. “l kind of take offence to the
sugaestion that people give us money in order to tell
us what to do,” he said.”It’s quite the other way around.
We decide what our conservation priorities are, and
then we go out raise money from people who want
to support those priorities.”

With Gerald Butts whispering in his ear, we can
expect that Prime Minister Trudeau will be robust in
reviewing, if not removing, much of the political
monitoring apparatus of charities that the Conservatives
have implemented. We have yet to see what kind of
policy will be put in place.

Biit more interesting questions will arise when the

—

new government begins to review other areas of charity
that are subject to modernization. The rules regulating
charities originated in the common law. On July 20,
1891, the House of Lords decision in London, England,
become known as the “Pemsel Case,” and it defined
the term charitable in the context of law.'* It is because
of this particular case, for instance, that charities are
granted tax-exempt status. Charitable, according to
the Law Lords, can mean

« the relief of poverty;"
« the advancement of education;
« the advancement of religion; and

« other purposes beneficial to the community,
not falling under any of the preceding heads.

For the past 124 years these four “heads” of charity
have guided our charitable status guidelines. However,
some are not at all pleased that the advancement of
religion should be recognized as charitable.

For example, last year on CBC's Power and Politics
program, lan Capstick, a guest on the show, argued
that his tax dollars should not be “going to subsidize
monks meditating in temples, priests preaching from
pulpits.’> Of course, that is only one person’s point of
view. Yet, it is a view that appears to be increasing in
acceptance by a sizable group in the general public.

The Trudeau government has yet to issue a statement
about their intended process to review and modernize
charity rules. Those of us involved in religious charities
will want to pay close attention. m

Barry W. Bussey is director of Legal Affairs at the
Canadian Council of Christian Charities. His blog
“Intersection: A Current Discussion on Issues Involving
Law and Religion,” is found at www.cccc.org/barry.

1 The iiberal Party of Canada, Real Change: A New Plan for a Strong Middle Class, 2015, www.liberal.ca/files/2015/10/A-new-plan-for-a-strong-middle-class-BW-1.pdf

2 Evan Solomon and Kristen Everson, “Seven Environmental Charities Face Canada Revenue Agency Audits,” CBC.ca, Feb. 6, 2014, www.cbc.ca/news/politics/7-envi-
rontnantal-charities-face-canada-revenue-agency-audits-1.2526330

3 The CanadianPress, “Canadian Charities in Limbo as Tax Audits Widen to New Groups,’ CBC.ca, www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canadian-charities-in-limbo-as-tax- J|
autiiis-widen-to-new-groups-1.2703177.

4 Cailiila Revenue Agency, “Resources for Charities About Political Activities,' Nov. 9, 2015, www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/cmmnctn/pltcl-ctvts/menu-
eng html, Also see: Canada Revenue Agency, “Political Activities: Policy Statement;” April 23, 2014, www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/plcy/cps/cps-022-eng.html. l
S Geralel Butts, Twitter post, Sept. 22, 2015, 5:17 a.m.,, http://twitter.com/gmbutts. See also: Vivian Krause, “Terry Fox Caught in Charity Politics," Financial Post, Sept. 30, ‘I
201 waw.financialposticom/mi/wp/bloghtml?b=businessfinandial posticam//fo-comment/vivian-krause-terry-fox-caught-in-charity-politics

6 Matt Gur ney, Twitter post, Sept. 22, 2015, 5:18 a.m, http:/ftwitter.com/mattqurney.
7 Gor Il Butts, Twitter post, Sept. 22, 2015, 5:19 a.m,, hitpd/twittercom/gmbutte
8wy ot cica/news/eanadalwwi-canidassays-senator-wiona-about-uss-donations-1.1138284

? The Commissioners for the Special Purposes of Income Tax v, Pemsel AC 531 [1891] |
1? i‘!é iieat writeup.on the case at The Pemsel Foundation's website, at wwwipemselfoundation.org/The-Pemsel-Case-Foundation#_ftn24 i |
& |

]

I'Lord Macnaghten, "Charity inits legal sense comprises four-principal divisions: trusts for the relief of poverty; trusts for the advancement of education; trusts for
7 gv-_ advancement of religion; and trists forother purposes beneficial tathe community, not falling under any of the preceding heads:” At 583.
B Polverand Palitics, Host Evan Solamon, Topic:Is there bigotry against certain faiths? Anti-evolution Tory MP James Lunney defends views; lan Capstick and
Ehiarles MaVety debate MPs assertion aboit bigotty against religious faith, April 1, 2015. ‘
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Who are the
ADVENTISTS?

n Shellbrook, Sask., people know who the Adventists are.

I Members of the Shellbrook Seventh-day Adventist Church
are stopped on the street and in local businesses by people they
don’t even know. Even though most of the members don’t even
live right in the community, they are greeted with smiles and
words of appreciation. People in the area know that it is the
Adventist church that is responsible for bringing Christian radio
to their community, and they really appreciate it! Listeners in the
area will tell them, “We heard this...” or “We really enjoy ....”
One Anglican gentleman attended the church and described
VOAR as his lifeline, saying that it was a real boost to him when
things weren't going well.

VOAR provides a common ground for communication and
opens doors for the church. The local ministerial association
took che initiative to invite one of the Adventist church members,
Fred Pomrenk, to join their association even though he isnta

pastor. [n fact, if you check out the town’s website, wwwi.shellbrook.

net, select the “Community Profile” tab, then select “Worship,”
you'll notice that the Adventist church has the biggest section
and even lists VOAR’s dial position. With all the things out
there clamouring for our time and attention, VOAR sparks
interest in spiritual things.

WEIT Theiteped, 16 18 i ﬁ #r boohnork

TOWN OF . e e G rand
Shellbrmk, SK M Comzfér(i/;‘lglbl..{‘S'tiu;f;”o'fé‘;i?lelime

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Zion - Canwood
Sur

indey Schodl

Worship Sunday, 8 e m. Rev. Bev Shepaniky

8L Jobn's - Shellbrook BOVINTH DAY AIVENTIST
Surday Schod, 5030 R . Bt
Sunday, tam w

Worsrp.
Pasior Doug Schmiriar

Adventists on its worship page induding the dial position for VOAR.

Those sparks are about to ignite spiritual interest in Big
River, Sask., as the members in Shellbrook launch a new VOAR
tower in that community as well. In an upcoming article, we’ll
learn more about how VOAR is impacting Big River. At VOAR
we Jove to hear your stories about how VOAR is impacting you
and your chutch, so please contact us by checking out our website
at www.voar.org.

Christine Bergen is the secretary/treasurer
for the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference.

ONTHE
ROAD WITH

If you could have anything you
wanted in heaven, what would it be?

Rebecque Johnson

Katie Worden: A playground.

God's beauty for my eyes.
Sheila: [The] peace and quiet of Woody Acres.

Marlene Michael: Ice cream—a different flavour every day!

B CC k YAT THE NEWFOUNDLAND CAMPMEETING.

Thomas Daniels: | would like to see the big table [at] the first family meal and
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Chatham Seventh-day Adventist Church in Chatham,
Ont. Gratto flourished in the church as a child and as
a teen, but her spiritual growth slowed down in her
young adult years until it came to a complete stop
during adulthood.

“| didn’t change overnight,’ Gratto explains.“You
deny the Holy Spirit’s voice once, then twice, and
pefore you know it, you don't even hear it anymore.”

For her last year of high school, Gratto decided to
leave Kingsway College and attend a public school near
home. Her decision introduced her to people outside
of the Adventist Church.”l often felt out of place, and |
just wanted to fit in,” Gratto confesses. “| just wanted to
do the same things they did without feeling any guilt”
She began to experiment with a myriad of things:
drinking, smoking, drugs, inappropriate relationships,
lying, stealing. “I had one foot in the door of the church
and one foot out,” she admits. “l was still attending
church, but I had mentally checked out.”

Gratto credits her father for keeping her in the church
during her experimental years. He tried his best to
keep his daughter on the right path. When he passed
away from cancer in 2008, Gratto physically checked
out of church. There was no longer a parental figure
urging her to stay; her mother had been out of the
church for years. “I felt completely lost after my father
passed away,” Gratto discloses. “It wasn't long before
I was no longer attending church.”

Life continued. Gratto finished college and landed
a good job. She established a vibrant social life with
many friends. She got married and became pregnant
with her first child. Life seemed great. “But | was longing
for something more—I wasn't happy,” Gratto acknowl-
edges. “Ironically, Asher means ‘'happy’or‘blessed.”
Despite being distant from God, He blessed her. But
because she was distant from God, she could not
experience happiness over her blessings.

I March 2013 Gratto received devastating and
life-changing news: her mother was diagnosed with
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). ALS is a progressive
neuromuscular disease that causes nerve cells to
die and leaves voluntary muscles paralyzed. Gratto
rushed to her mother’s side, hoping to help her
mottier navigate through challenges caused by the
disease. Eventually, her mother could no longer speak
ormove any part of her body.

As Gratto witnessed the physical changes in her
Mother, she also witnessed the changes in her mother’s
heayt, “Before my mother lost the ability to speak, she
repeatedly voiced her thankfulness for the disease,”
she recollects. “Because God had given her a second
chance to connect with Him again.” Gratto joined her
Mother in reading the Bible and watching sermons

’

onling, as well as praying and singing hymns. Despite
the negative effects of the disease, her mother continued
to trust God. “It was an eye-opening experience for
me,” Gratto acknowledges. “I've watched both of my
parents face their struggles, their pain, and ultimately
death with such faith and peace.” She wanted to know
that same faith and peace.

In July 2014, shortly after her mother passed away,
Pastor Dirk Zinner persistently requested to conduct
Bible studies with Gratto and her husband. She had
gotten to know Pastor Zinner during his visits with
her mother and his help with the funeral service. |
was still hesitant to get involved on be committed to
the faith, but | felt | owed it to him for all of his help,’
Gratto reasons.

Growing up in the Adventist Church, Gratto was
familiar with the material presented throughout
Bible study, but she was hearing biblical truth through
different ears. She was no longer the young girl who
longed to fit in with her friends of the world.“l had
actually become one of the people | thought | wanted
to be like,” she acknowledges. “But it turns out the
grass isn't greener on the other side.”

The pain and the despair that Gratto experienced
throughout her life was a means to prepare her. “We
often find examples in the Bible of God allowing
heartache and troubles to come upon His people to
show them their need for Him and to bring them back
to Him,” Gratto explains. “l realized | needed Jesus.”’

As a result of Bible study, Gratto found a new
connection with God through renewed faith and
belief. Early 2015, Gratto recommitted her life to Christ
through baptism. Her husband, who had grown upin
an atheist home, was also baptized.

“I'm not perfect, far from it," Gratto accepts. “But |
know God's working in my life" Gratto and her husband
hope to raise their son in a faithful Christian home,
teaching him important biblical truths. Maybe he'll
have his own memories of getting up early to help
unload the truck filled with oranges. “l hope and pray
that unlike me, he will remain faithful to God and the
church everyday of his life,” Gratto hopes. “However,
even if that’s not the case, | take comfort in the words
of Proverbs 22:6, because that's my story. I'm a prodigal
daughter.”

Asher-lee Gratto found her way back home toward
God and her church, bringing her husband and son
with her. m

Kryzia Abacan is a recent graduate of the MA in
Communication program at Andrews University.
You can read her personal blog at www.kryziaabacan.com.
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he key to success during that prolific growth
period had been church planting. You sce, after
sufficient training by a pastor, church members
were expected to lead churches largely on their
own, in order to allow the pastor to move on to plant
another church. Both Ellen White and A. G. Daniells,
the then president of the General Conference, strongly
supported this approach, but after she passed away and
he was not re-elected, the focus on planting new churches
began to wane: the movement had lost momentum.

I found this realization to be galvanizing. God’s
kingdom had been growing when everyone pulled
together instead of expecting the pastor to doitall.
God had planted in me the seed of a dream; I wanted
to be part of a movement to plant churches.

Five years later God made my church planting dream
come true. In January 2015, I became a founding member
of a thriving church plant in Edmonton, Alta. In October
2015, 1 took a position with the Manitoba-
Saskatchewan (Man-Sask) Conference, where church
planting is thriving as well. Being part of new church
growth has been one of the greatest spiritual journeys
of my life, and it’s only picking up speed. I would like
to share some of my experiences in hopes that it may
inspire you to add to the spiritual momentum of God's
church on earth.

Overcoming Inertia: ACTS for Christ

Attending numerous Adventists Commissioned to
Train Servants for Christ (ACTS) for Christ youth
conferences in Western Canada was how God started
setiing me free from spiricual inertia. It was at ACTS
that [ really learned about discipleship for the first time
from Pastor Angelo Grasso. At the time he was the
director of STRIDE, a ministry equipping Adventist
students for outreach in Boston, one of the most secular
cities in America. He taught me that evangelism was
not about information but investment. If T allowed
Christ to invest Himself in me, He would enable me
to invest His life into others.

Grasso explained in practical terms this meanta
willingness to “come alongside” someone wherever that
Person may be in his or her spiritual journey. Eat with

1
Source: www.adventiststatistics.org

them. Talk with them. Laugh with them. Cry with
them. Pray with them. For as long as it takes. I realized
that evangelism is not an event; it’s a lifestyle. The
lifestyle of Jesus. It’s the greatest calling that exists.

At another ACTS for Christ conference, Dan Vis
from FAST Missions provided a practical way to live
out discipleship. His ministry developed small-group
Bible studies to first teach church members how to be
discipled by Christ and then how to disciple others in
small groups.

A core group of friends caught the vision for
discipleship groups. It was a revelation to us. In our
experience, small groups were primarily for “in-reach”
Most of us were used to the information-driven,
event-focused style of evangelism. We learned that
these so-called reaping events are critical, but they are
only one component of biblical discipleship. If our
non-Christian friends had an initial connection to our
discipleship groups and were exploring a connection
with Churist in that small-group setting, they were more
likely to attend an evangelistic series and then stay
plugged in afterward.

We spent the next year together in discipleship
studies, Quite frankly, we needed all that time as God
helped us work through our pride, personality differences,
discouragement, fatigue, and difficulry chat are inevitable
whenever we work for God. At times it felt as if we were
spinning our wheels, as if the momentum was slipping.
But God helped us find traction by leading us to persevere
in His Word and with one another.

In the midst of our discipleship process, Pastor Jeff
Potts presented a SEEDS church planting seminar in
Edmonton, which several individuals from our group
attended. Our vision grew, and we longed for an oppor-
tunity to plant a church ro help grow God's kingdom.
In 2015 we got our answer.

Picking Up Steam

Impact 2015 was a citywide, multiyear, collaborative
evangelistic outreach to the city of Edmonton. It was
a “go big or go home” approach that intentionally

included discipleship and church planting dynamics.

The planning team asked our home church to plant
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some of original Edmonton church plant group.

conference staff has clearly invested in a first-century
discipleship and church planting approach. Since 2013,
they have provided ongoing discipleship training for all
their pastors as well as interested lay workers.

Exccutive Secretary and Church Planting Coordinator,
Jeff Potts, provides coaching support to both pastors and
lay leaders of fledgling church plants, The conference
encourages formation of seeker-friendly discipleship
groups by providing copies of the Thunder in the Holy
Land DVD series. These 30-minute documentary-
style videos introduce Bible topics and make it casy
for members to host a small group.

The cycle of evangelism in Man-Sask is well illustrated
by the church in Brandon, Man. In 2012 the church
hosted a youth rally that God used to revive and inspire
the congregation. They made an outreach plan and,
during the following years, have provided community
events such as depression—recovcry seminars, a winter
fair, a3 well as a two-week Messiah’s Mansion exhibit that
brought in 1,900 visitors. From those interests, they run
weekly Thunder Groups [based on the afore-mentioned
DVD series] as well as Pathfinder and Adventurer groups.
Regular evangelistic series have steadily added to the
churclys membership, and Pastor Oscar Gutierrez reports

Spiritual Momentum Resources

JUAETS for Christ—www.actsforchrist.org

that the members are regularly engaged in outreach.
They're on a roll!

In Man-Sask, unified momentum and God’s grace
has led to a conference-wide membership growth
exceeding 11 percent over the past five years, which is
the second-highest in Canada. Church planting is a
regular strategic priority. The North American Division’s
new “Plant 1,000” church-planting initiative encourages
conferences with less than 15,000 members to plant
three churches per year starting in 2016. By God’s grace,
Man-Sask planted three new churches in 2015 from a
total membership of only 4,000, and we pray He will
continue to add to the momentum.

Christ’s method for changing the world started by
investing Himself in the lives of 12 men for three and
a halfyears. It almost seems too simple. But by Christ’s
investment and the Spirit’s power, His empowered
disciples moved the world as they invested in people
with the love of God. Let’s all join in this global
movement! ®

Brian Bell is the communication director for the
Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference.

Church Planting and Discipleship Resources—www.nadei.org
3

FAST Missions—www.fast.st

Thunder in the Holy Land DVD series—http://qlp.tv/thunder-in-the-holy-land
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HopeChannel

NOW CANADA
Coast to Coast

anuary 23, 2012, was huge for me. That was the day the

Canadian Radio and Television Commission (CRTC)

gave permission for Hope Channel to be broadcast on
cable and satellite anywhere in Canada. This milestone
led to negotiations with some cable companies, including
Eastlink Cable, one of Canadas large, nationwide cable
networks. As a result, as of December 2015, Hope Channel
Canada is on Eastlink, Channel #893, from coast to coast.

Being broadcast on Eastlink* is only the beginning. We

want Hope Channel on all the other Canadian cable networks.
If you live in Canada, contact your local cable company and
tell them you want Hope Channel in your home. We need
advocates for Hope Channel to team together and approach
their local cable companies, big or small. If you belong to a
church, tell your cable company your church can promote
Hope Channel in your community. I envision a day when
Hope Channel Canada offers programs in all the major
languages of the world so that Canada’s diverse population
can hear the gospel message in their native language. Millions
are desperate for the wisdom that comes from the testimonies
of people whose lives have been changed by the grace of God
~—and Hope Channel is the place to find the stories and
resources that inspire people to live wholesome, balanced,
and rewarding lives. m

Stan Jensen is the director of Hope Channel Canada.

*As of December 1, Hope Channel Canada is
also broadcast on CityWest, Delta, and Coastal.

You've Got

- /\ N :
: 0H c?
N L
ALISWELS
“What is your favourite Sabbath activity?”

Sabbath school. | love to
worship, learn about the
Bible, and benefit from
others' experiences through
discussion.

The best moment is when
the Sabbath starts. | relax
while listening to classical
music and/or reading.

Singing and bringing cheer
to senior citizens is a blessing
to us and a joy to them.

Hiking and snowshoeing,
although this requires some
travel to find snow, given
that | live in “Lotusland.”

My brother and | [used to]
watch Hanna-Barbera’s The
Greatest Adventure: Stories
from the Bible.

! Erin Mortenson Oshawa, Ont.

Reading God's Word, Spirit
of Prophecy, and books by
other Adventists. Favourite
topics: religious liberty,

health, and church history.

Ry
Daniel Cho Toronto, Ont.

Lunch with family and friends
followed by walk by a river,
lake or ocean ending with a
campfire at sunset.

f_; Almyra Hodder Courtice, Ont.

Our live worship service
is my favourite Sabbath
activity!

© Tracy Willauer Bon Accord, Alta.

Spending time in God's

!
l

, creation with my family.
You've Got Answers and we want to hear them! For the April 2016 issue of the Messenger, i) y

_Editor Stan Jensen asks, “What do you like best about the Hope Channel?” Send your answer,
IN 18 words or less, to messenger@adventist.ca, or to Messenger’s Facebook or Twitter page.

» Steve Matthews Conception Bay S., Nﬂd)
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More than a Performance: The students of MANS's sign language group, Total Praise, learn about
the joy of Adventist community and catch glimpses of university life and role models as they join
Unspoken Testimony (Burman University) to raise funds for the Adventst church in their reserve community.

MANS’s Total Praise and Burman U
Raise Funds for Maskwacis Church

—Larell, Grade

ombining a university sign-language choir with a junior

high sign language choir is a “representation of what heaven

will be, where people from different backgrounds and
experiences will join together to worship Jesus in complete
harmony;” says Cheri Notice, Grade 6 teacher at Mamawi Atosketan
Native School (MANS). Notice is also dircctor of Total Praise
(at MANS) and Unspoken Testimony (at Burman University)—
both signing choirs that minister with sign language interpretations
of gospel music selections.

The ewo choirs joined forces to form Unspoken Praise, a
highlight of a concert in the Burman University church held
November 6 to raise funds for the Maskwacis Seventh-day
Adventist Church on the Samson Reserve. Over $2,000 was
raised to assist in providing materials for the children’s Sabbath
school classes as well as expanding their summer outreach
program to include additional First Nations communities in
Western Canada.

The new, combined group represented the partnership
between Burman University (BU) and the Maskwacis community.
Bringing MANS junior high students into a partnership ministry
with university students allows MANS students to observe
university life and gives them hope that they can accomplish
great things in their lives.

“Ministering with the Burman students allows MANS students
to know that they are cared about by a larger community of

6 MANS student

' "0
11 i

students and Christians,” says Notice. “It is also a great way for
the university students to truly understand the power of ministry
to heal others and unify people”

Notice further comments, “My MANS students and my
BU girls inspire me daily with their tenacity, commitment,
resilience, and their faith. We are all working together to create
an environment of hope and to spread Jesus’ love.

“My students not only hear about God’s love but also are
able to show others how He is slowly changing their lives for
the better through sign language,” continues Notice. “We need
to pray that God can use us to continue to have a life-changing
impact on the lives of these young people and their awesome
community.”

The impact is evident in Larell, 2 Grade 6 student. “The
concert with the Burman University girls was fun because we
were able to sign all together,” she says. “My favourite song to
sign was ‘Holy, Holy, Holy. Learning sign language helps me
learn more about God. Last year I didn’e talk much. This year
I am more excited about school and I’'m more confident.”

To Notice and a// others who work to empower children
and youth to develop their God-given potential: Thank you!
Together we can grow! m

Linda Steinke writes from Millet, Alberta.

*Donations can be made to the Maskwacis mission church on an ongoing basis through www.maskwacisadventist.ca or mailed to: PO Box 778, Maskwacis, AB TOC TNO.
Go to www,mans1.ca (video section) to see ather performances of Total Praise and soloist Brayden Omeasoo-Steinhauer.
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: ltems in the “News" section may originate from various sources, The Canadian Adventist Messenger will give credit, via a byline, to authors of material submitted
directly to us for first printing. Stories without a byline may have been written by Messenger staff, reprinted from other publications or supplied to us by a general press release.

Alberta

It Is Hard to Be Grateful in Times
of Difficulty, But It's Not ImpOSS|bIe

t was a bright, clear, sunny Sabbath afternoon when we

knocked on Molly Rossol’s door. She invited us in as we
extended a cheerful greeting to her and sac close by. T was
accompanied by Felicite Niyigaba and Allis Mboya from
our Edmonton Central Seventh-day Adventist Church for
this special visit. Molly Rossol is one of our many shut-in
members of our church. She does not attend church anymore,
because of her many health issues. With a gleam in her eyes,
a cheerful smile on her face, and no hesitation, she said, “I
am so happy to see you ladies”

However, despite being confined to a wheelchair, being in
poor health, and having encountered many other obstacles,
Molly never complains. She enjoys telling everyone she
comes in contact with how much she loves Jesus and that
she is anxiously waiting for His return. Molly was introduced
to Signs of the Times magazine many years ago after arriving
here from Germany. And she still continues to read that
magazine every month. She heard the Adventist message
and was baptized after attending a six-week Bible seminar
in Sherwood Park.

Next to her devotion with God, most of her days are
spent doing things for others. She enjoys knitting and
crocheting a sweater or a blanket or painting a picture for
anyonc who stops by to visit with her. Our church has many
shut-in members like Molly Rossol—the pioneers of our
churches and communities. Let us not forget about them.
They need our love and compassion. We need to visit them,
spend time with them, pray for them, and encourage them.

Molly showed great courage and integrity—the kind of
courage and integrity that God is looking for from all of us.
Itis hard to be grateful in times of difficulty, but it’s not
impossible. Danicl “prayed and gave thanks” (Dan. 6:10),
knowing that his life was in danger. Jonah called out with the
voice of thanksgiving (scc Jonah 2:9) while inside a fish. m

—Ina Martin, Women’'s
Ministry Department

Felicite Niyigaba, Molly Rossol (seated), and Ina Martin.

Our church has many shut-in
members like Molly Rossol
—the pioneers of our
churches and communities.
Let us not forget about them.

February 2016
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Leamington, Ontario team

Ready to Serve!

On Saturday, Nov. 21, 2015, the
Bowmanville Archers Pathfinder
Club was inducted at the Bowmanville
Seventh-day Advencist Church. It was
aday of jubilee to see that for over 40
years this church has a Pathfinder club
thar is ready to serve its community. This
Pathfinder club consists of only nine
members aged 10 to 12 years old and two
adult directors. It may be a small group,
but they have a big heart for service.

For months prior to the induction
service, the Bowmanville Archers were
busy training in service. They trained
in marching and drilling, initiated a
fundraising drive, and participated in
outreach projects. The Archers conducted
aworship service at the Fosterbrooke
Long-term Care Facility in Newcastle,
Ont. They had the opportunity to sing,
pray individually with the residents, and
share their faith.

The vision for creating a Pathfinder
club at Bowmanville Seventh-Day
Adventist Church birthed from their
Litle Arrows Adventurer Club. They
themselves were a brand-new club last
year, but there was a vision to have a
Pathfinder club for the little ones to
aspire to be a part of one day.

way that the youth in the various
churches could get togdther. She also
wanted to provide an opportunity for
our youth and non-Adventist youth
from their communities to share and
communicate. That first tournament
involved teams from Sarnia, Windsor,
and London, with every team made up
of both Adventist and non-Adventist
players. The atmosphere was great and
everyone was able to share their faith
with others. Ar the end of the day, it was
decided to make the soccer tournament
an annual event.

The next goal is to encourage all of
the Seventh-day Adventist churches in
our area to participate. We want to allow
more young people to mingle and share
with one another. Hopefully, in 2016,
téams from Kitchener and Guelph will
join in the fun. m

The induction service of the Bowmanville Archers Pathfinder Club with visiting Pathfinder clubs, and members
of the Ontario Conference Pathfinder Council in attendance.

And that day had finally arrived. The
Archers stood tall knowing they had the
full support of their visiting Pathfinder
clubs, members from the Ontario Con-
ference Pathfinder Council, and their
church family behind them.

The induction service was the start of
wonderful things the Pachfinder ministry
has in store for Bowmanville Archers.
They are already looking forward to the
upcoming Eastern Canada Pathfinder
Camporee in August 2016.

There is no doubt that the Lord will
use the Archers to do great things in their
community and in their church. We pray
that when the next induction service
comes, we will have more members who
pledge to be a servant of God and a friend
to humanicy. Bowmanville Archers is
now ready to serve! ®

—Sharon Ennis, Director,
Bowmanville Archers

February 2016
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British Columbia

Avalon Adventist Christian
Academy Implements REACH

We had a very exciting year imple-
menting the core values of REACH'
at Avalon Adventist Academy. Some of
our activities are listed below:

R—Revival and Transformation

We had two weeks of prayer. Pastors
Okumu, Randy, and Ed conducted our
first weck of prayer.

For our second week of prayer Pastor
Mike Stevenson travelled up-island to bless
us. Avalon is very fortunate to have the
support of local pastors, retired pastors, and
visiting pastors to enhance our spiritual
program. The Avalon students were also
blessed with visits from Parkview Adventist
Academy (Alberta), Mamawi Atosketan
(Alberta), as well as from schools in Port
Hardy’s twin city, Numata, Japan. It was

= N &

See more at: http://goo.gl/yKPCCY

Students, (standing left to right), Abbie MacDonald, Stephanie Lacasse, and Tabini Lightheart.

The adults (seated) are Salvation Army volunteers.

Classes also take turns to reach out to

. great to see past Avalon students doing A—Alignment Within the Church
kia well at the high school level and reaching Avalon alternates monthly with the the residents of Eagle Ridge Manor. The
out to our current students. Pott Hardy and Gwasala- "Nakwaxdaxw students sing, mingle with residents, and
Morcover, it was also great to have a churches to provide the church service. sometimes even bring small gifts or cards.
visit from our brothers and sisters from Students, teachers, staff, parents, and Avalon also participated in a mission trip
Mamawi. Visits from fellow Adventist community members are involved. The to La Vida Mission, near Farmington, |
schools are always a welcome sight on the annual Christmas program is always New Mexico, on the Navajo Reserve. In
North Island. Meeting visiting students Christ-centred and is an event many 2014 Avalon students cleaned the church,
from a community school in Japan was people enjoy. This year Pastor Charles cleaned and refurbished 4 storage room,
also an cnjoyable and educational spearheaded a Pathfinders group, of and c.onverted the.room intoa soc.lal
experience. which many students were members. meeting place, which ended up being
named the Canada Room.
E—Education for Discipleship Community Outreach and Evangelism .
Our first curricular highlighe this year The Terry Fox Run is an annual event at H==lisajthyjLsadersiip
was the Royal Canadian Legion Poster Avalon. We raised over $1,000 this year Avalon has monthly family groups that
and Literary Contest, a writing and art for cancer rescarch. At Christmastime put older students with younger students.
competition. Abigail MacDonald received we participated in Samaritan’s Purse’s All teachers are strongly encouraged to |
first place at the regional level, and a Operation Christmas Child program to complete professional development.
number of students won first, second, ensure children in need received a Christmas At Avalon we would like to thank
and third at the local level with their gift, and the Grade 8 class assisted the the B.C. Conference of Seventh-day
essays, poems, and posters. Our second Harvest Food Bank with organization Adventists for encouraging us to REACH
‘ curricular highlight was School District and putting out their Christmas display. for excellence. We are looking forward to
85's science fair. Stephanie Lacasse placed Weekly the Grade 8 class served lunch at agreat 2016. The Lord has truly blessed
first for her science project, and others the Salvation Army to those who needed our school. m
.’, Ieceived cash prizes and ribbons for their a hot meal. The students assisted with —Cliff Wood, Principal,
‘) second- and third-place achievements. cleanup, dishes, and talking to the people; Avalon Adventist
h this was an excellent service project. Christian Academy
I :EA(H Isap acronym and stands for (1) Revival and transformation, (2) Education for discipleship, (3) Alignment within the church, (4) Community outreach
“fexn 2 M9elism, (5) Healthy leadership and management. REACH is a group of core values of the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists.
s a strategy for best accomplishing the mission of the church with excellence” See www.nadadventist.org/article/13/reach-north-america. February 2016 37
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Newfoundland : |

— Woody Acres Gets
ot
Powered Up

On Wednesday, Dec. 16,2015, Christine Bergen
submitted the application and cheque to
Newfoundland Power, entering into the agreement
with them that electrical power be brought to the
Woody Acres campground. The distance for the
power lines is approximately 2.5 kilometres to the
camp entrance and one kilometre from the entrance
to the camp power house.

This is a huge step forward in opening up the camp
for year-round use and full seasonal camping for our
members in cabins and trailers. This will make electrical,
water, and sewerage services available all year long,

Bringing in electricity was the next major step in
fulfilling the master plan for the camp. The camp
committee, office staff, pastors, and members in the
pews praise God for this early Christmas gift to

Newfoundland. Jack Baier, Ken Corkum, and Christine Bergen at the Newfoundland conference office.

—Ken Corkum, President,
Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Newfoundland

GEORGE'S
TRl*/Zh

.% To receive your FREE boolk of GEORGE'S TREE,
i please email legal@adventist.ca, or call 905-433-001 1, ext. 2078,
Avallable in ENGLISH or FRENCH,

Also available in electronic format at www.willplan.ca
\Liin Levesque

I For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao—quiambao.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-0011.
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“Those who loved you and were

helped by you, will remember you....”
Charles Spurgeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca or call 905-433-0011, ext. 2078

/
X

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST
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B Announcements

PROCESS:

« All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries, and tributes) should
be emailed to Aimee Perez
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

« Every individual named in
the announcement must be
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

«» Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

« The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

» For more information about
Messenger announcement
policies, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click “Writers'’
Guidelines”then click
“announcements.”

B Announcements

The Homecoming Country

Camp Meeting began in 1919.In
2016 it will be held the weekend of
June 24-26 at the Beauvallon SDA
Church, which is located on Hwy. 45
approximately 2 km from Beauvallon.
The weekend begins at 7 p.m. with
special guest speaker Pastor Joseph
Quiles. A former Chicago gang
member, Pastor Quiles will share the
miraculous story of being saved from
the streets. Plan on joining in this
special weekend. Free un-serviced
campsites are available. For more
information, call 780/366-2155 or
780/914-5330, or check the website,
www.beauvallonadventist.ca. (6/16)

The Windsor Seventh-day
Adventist Church (Windsor, Ont.)
will be celebrating its 100
anniversary Aug. 1214, 2016. If
You are a former member, pastor,
school teacher, or descendant of an
carly member and would like to atcend
this memorable event, we would like
to hear from you. Kindly send your
hame and contact information to
Windsors@windsorsda.com. Your
Name will be added to our invitation
list, and more detailed information
Wil be senc out at a later date. Ifyou

know the whereabouts of other former
members, we would also appreciate
hearing from you. Please consult our
website, windsorsda.com, for further
information.

63" TJA/CAA Alumni Homecoming
Weekend— Crawford Adventist
Academy will be holding its 63
Alumni Homecoming Weekend on
May 27-29,2016, honouring TJA
classes of 1981 (Grade 11), 1976
(Grade 10), 1971 (Grade 10), 1966
and all classes prior; CAA Classes of
2006, 2001, 1996, 1991 and 1986, We
welcome all our alumni and families,
former and current administrators,
board members, faculty and staff,
parents, friends and supporters. Please
contact the Office of Advancement,
Derrick Hall, VP of Advancement,
416/633-0090/toll-free 866/960-
2125 ext. 234 or dhall@tadsb.com;
Judy Cardona Gamez, Advancement
Assistant, ext. 248, or jgamez@tadsb.
com. Visit our official website, www.
tadsb.com; follow us on Twitter
@TJACAAAlumni; like us on
Facebook, “The Official TJA/CAA
Alumni Group.”(5/16)

B Legal Notice

Burman University—Notice
of Regular Meeting of the
Corporation

Notice is hereby given that the regular
meeting of the Burman University
Corporation will convene in the
Administration Building at Burman
University, Lacombe, Alta., on Mar.
12,2016, at 7 p.m. and continue

on Mar. 13,2016, at 8 a.m. for the
following purposes: (1) to hear reports
and projections from administration
and academic divisions; (2) to appoint
auditors for the ensuing quinquennium;
(3) to appoint a Board of Trustees

for the ensuing quinquennium; (4)
to act on proposed changes to the
Bylaws; and (5) to transact such
other business as may properly come
before the meeting.

Mark Johnson, Chair
Mark Haynal, Secretary

B New Members

ALBERTA

Bert Frost was baptized in Sylvan
Lake, Alca., on Nov. 7, 2015, by Bill
Spangler. He is now a member of the

Sylvan Lake church.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Siblings Jonathan and Megan
Rogers were baptized in Kelowna,
B.C., on Nov. 14, 2015, by Rob
Folkenberg. They are now members

of the Rutland church.

NEWFQUNDLAND

Kevin Hancock was baptized at
Camp Woody Acres, Nfld., on July
25,2015, by John Brushete. Kevin
and his wife, Shirley, studied with
friends Jim and Rosann Hunt. He
says, “I learned so many things I had
never known. I fell in love with Jesus
and decided to follow Him with all
my heart. I am so grateful to Shirley,
Jim, and Rosann for helping me.”
He is now a member of the Corner
Brook church.

B Births

Ysa Carmela Aldovino Garzon

was born March 29, 2015, to Marlon
and Quennie Garzon of Halifax, N.S.,
formerly from Mindoro, Philippines.

Jamel Navedo Graham was born
Sept. 8, 2015, to Clifford and Norma
Graham of Halifax, N.S., formerly of
Kingston, Jamaica.

EMBirthdays

Gladys Fern Kinney Banks of
Toronto, Ont., celebrated her 100*
birthday on Sept. 9, 2015, with family

and friends ac the Kingsway Pioneer
Apartments in Oshawa, Ont. Gladys
worked at the Adventist Book Centre
in Oshawa for 23 years and has been a
member of College Park Church for
58 years. She has four children, four
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren,

and one great-great-grandchild.

Nick Sidorko of Oliver, B.C.,
celebrated his 95% birthday on Nov.

27,2015, with friends and family from
Alberta, B.C,, and Washington State

in a surprise party at Oliver church.
HC rcceivcd Imny Cong[atulator)’
letters from government officials,
but his greatest joy was secing those
who came from afar to celebrate with
him. Nick has two children and two
grandchildren.

August Sperling of Kelowna, B.C.,
celebrated his 95" birthday on Oct.
30, 2015, with a special dinner with

T

family. August has five children, 10
grandchildren, and four great-grand-
children.

B Anniversaries

Art and Alice Cooper of Vernon,
B.C., celebrated their 60™ wedding
anniversary on June 12, 2015, with trips
to Southern California, Vancouver

Island, and Christmas in Mexico. The
Coopers have two children, Murray
(Kathy) and Carole (Scott); and five
grandchildren.

Quentin and Marguerite Covey
of Williams Lake, B.C., celebrated
their 65" wedding anniversary on

Aug. 9, 2015, with family and friends.
They were married in Cole Harbour,
N.S., and lived in Dartmouth, N.S.;
Kelowna, B.C.; and Williams Lake.
The Coveys have two daughters,
Marion (Ray) Betz and Shirley
(Cameron) Johnston; six grand-

children and four great-grandchildren.

February 2016
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evaluations or evidence of teaching
eftectiveness, and (6) the names and
addresses of three referees to Dr. John
McDowell at jmedowel @burmanu.ca
or 6730 University Drive, Lacombe,
AB T4L 2ES. Further information
can be found at www.burmanu.ca/
humanresources. (3/16)

Wanted: Looking for teachers
for SDA elementary school
(English immersion school) in South
Korea. Starting at CAD$2,500. Free
full furnished housing, free round-trip
airfare, medical insurance, national
pension, paid vacation, ecc. Basic
requirements: proof ol university
degree. Work start dates: Feb. 23,
2016, or Aug. 22,2016. Due date for
application: anytime (visa processing
takes 3 months). For more details, call

Peter Kim at 604/997-1970 (elder,

"CENTURY 21 ADVANTAGE
905, 4747 - 67th St., Red Deer, ABT4N 6H3

Jon:  403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

www.realestateinreddeer.com
Fox: 1.888.530.8784

Email: jon@realestateinreddeer.com
1 denise@realestateinreddeer.com

Vancouver Korean SDA Church,
B.C.). Email: 311kim@gmail.com or
kim76311@hanmail.net. (2/16)

6-day Natural Remedies and
Hydrotherapy Workshop: July
31-August 5 at Andrews University.
Details: Andrews.edu/go/nrhw,
janinec@andrews.edu or 269/471-
3541.(2/16)

Extra copies of Our Little Friend?

Primary Treasure? Share your love of
Jesus! Be a missionary! Send extra
copies to an Adventist school in
Uganda, Africa. Put magazines into
large mailing envelope. Mail direct:
Seventh-day Adventist Church
Rwenzori Field, ¢/o Education
Director WMM, P.O. Box 21 Kasese,
Uganda, East Africa. Questions?
613/256-1153 Marta Roffey (5/16)

R

LU [

@S]

L LTI sucE”

Jon and Denise Nichols
ASSOCIATE BROKER & AGENT

Adventist schools! FACE orphans live at
home with surviving family members. Your
$75 ayear glft pays school fees, uniforms,

| penclls, pens, paper, and postage for a child

orphaned by war, poverty, and disease, FACE
sends your donation to Uganda, then sends

" you a tax recelpt and your child's information,

Mail: FACE, c/o Marta Roffey, 1942 Wolf
Grove Rd, Almonte, ON KOA 1A0 Canada

Phone: 613/256-1153
Emall: facekidscharity@yahoo.com

UBC sauder school of business

Oeniurym

LIFESTYLES

Independenity Owned & Operated office

Rogmand Flon

Your Salmon Arm/Shuswap
Connection for Real Estate
In BC
Cell; 250-833-5153
Office: 250-832-6060
Email: rwpilon@gmail.com

REACH Canada
(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

sVOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION, NO SALARIES INVOLVED
*REACH Canada Incorporated as a registered charity in 1994
*Tax exempt # 895034189RR0001

*Member of Adventist-Laymen's Services and Industries

*An independent ministry supporting the SDA Church's mission
*Operates schools, orphanages, hostels, and feeding centers
*Actively working in 26 countries

*Seven branch offices

+0.04% from each sponsorship is used for administration
*REACH Intemnational Inc. organized in 1973

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

QO YES! | will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
O Boy COGirl O No preference

O do not wish to sponsor a child but | would
like to make a donation of $
OlJoy Fund OJGreatest Need C1Other

Name
Street
City Prov. PC
Tel

@ REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E
Whitby, ON, L1N 9G3, Canada (905) 720-1624
www.reachcanada.org * info@reachcanada.org

February 2016
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Where Will Your
Money Go?

On Sabbath, February 13 your offerings
will help support It Is Written Canada

Here are some of the exciting
ways It Is Written Canada

will be reaching others in 2016 it is
The telecast reaches 84,000+ Canadian i

viewers every week erttcaenal;!
Comprehensive evangelism in Calgary,

Alberta and St. Johns, Newfoundland

Bibles in the local Inuktitut language Cheis Holland

for every Inuit in Nunavut

Director / Speaker
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