W Eleven Years, One Prayer (p. 13)
3\ Outéfthm&s and Into the Light (p.27)
. What's a Soul Worth to You? (p.35)
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GO HUNGRY TO HELP END HUNGER

The ADRA Canada Ration Meal Challenge is your chance to help end hunger.

By eating only BP-5 bars* (the same ones used in refugee camps) for one day between October

11-16th you can raise funds to feed the hungry. Take the challenge by yourself, with your friends,
with your school, or with your church.

Step 1

SIGN UP e ADRA Canada

Step 2 i 20 Robert St W.
ADRE Newcastle, ON

GET SPONSORS \@ FIEECe

Step 3 Agian 1-888-274-2372

GO HUNGRY

www.adra.ca/rationmeal

*ADRA Canada will send you the BP-5 ratien bars by mail. Supplies are limited so sign up today!
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chhen the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will siton
his glorious throne., J
—Matt. 25:31, ESY

Shining Armour

ut of the comet of mycye asI entered the Oakland, Calif., airport,

I noticed an Aftican Ametican gentleman, pethaps 10 years younger

than me. Somewhere he had found a comples outfit of shiny
armour straight out of a Star Wars movie and he was wearing it.

Now, having lived at one time in Oakland, I had learned %o not be
surprised 0 see things that might be considered unusual in other locations,
but this one perplexcd me. I complimented my new acquaintance on his
costume and inguired whether this was a regulir gig with him at the
airport ot if it was some sort of special occasion?

He had met a woman on the Internet, he tald me, They had been
talking back and forth for a while, and soday she was flying in to meet
him for the first time. He wanwed to make it a memorable occasion The
approach he vook was to be her *knight in shining armour”

A whole bunch of us fallowed him aver to the arrival gate because we
wanted %o see what happened next. Many people were coming through,
and I had sort of given up on catchinga glimpse of this gentleman’s
anticipased encounscr with the woman, but then, just as things had
thinned out, a woman with a quizzical look on her face suddenly broke
into a smile. As they held each other, all of us, including the security
people, gave a cheer.

'We have got a meeting with Jesus coming up. It vops any Star Wars
characser you could think of. Jesus is our prorector and redeemer. It’s
going to be big. “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angek with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne” (Matt. 25:31,
ESV).I think that the angels will be like that crowd in Oakland, but this
is a bigger crowd and a bigger deal I wanz you and me w bezightin the
middle of this one,

Years ago the Heralds sanga songthat began, “"Whoare thesein
shining armour, whence the glory so bright?” What a2 question and what
a day that will be.

‘Why not follow the link and listen to the song? httpy/goo.gUXUjyAvV m

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-doy Adventist Church in Canada.

Find us on:
facebook.
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CHILDREN

could walk by

November 30, 2016
With your help, we can
complete 60 surgeries in

Kenya before the end of
the year.

YOU CAN HELP
THEM WALK!

Give the Glft of Moblllty Today

With a $400 donatlon you can .gwe the Ilfe-changmg gift of moblllty to a child in need.
To date, we have given mobility to 10,120 children.

ONLINE GIFT MAIL A CHEQUE CALL US
Sustainable A Better World Canada | www.abwcanada.ca
change to improve 403.782.0325 | #103 5033 52nd Street, Lacombe, AB | T4L 2L3

lives.
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in the Bush

AGNES REMEMBERS A BETTER LIFE. She had a home, a school,
and her family was together. They were happy.

In a mateer of hours, her life changed. Her village in Wonderuba,
South Sudan, was attacked. She saw people being killed. Her
family fled into the bush along with hundreds of others, They
ound refuge outside a village called Bereka. Now she is an
internally displaced person (IDP).

Agnes is 1 0 years old.

South Sudan has been in political tutmoil since December
2013, A peace deal has been brokered, but swmbility has yet so
retumn, Driving through the streets of Juba, the capisal city, one
is struck by the number of UN peacckeepers.

Agnes and her family now live in a small IDP scxelement
in the bush near the village of Bereka. Members of her former
village found one another other and were allowed vo build the
scetlement. A small brown pool several minutes away serves as
their water source. The aduls constantly warn the children %
beware of the poisonous snakes that live in the area.

‘They are farmers, but they cannot grow food for themselves
because all of their tools and seeds were Jefe behind. There are
rumours that their belongings have been looted. No one dares
vo recurn to their village, as civilians have been shot.

Agnes is not happy. She has nightmares that the fighters will
come to shoot her. She does not want so return home until it
is safe. She misses her friends and her school Three of Agnes’s
siblings are attending school in the town of Lainya, but it is 200
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far for them to walk cach day. They stay in the village and reurn
home on the weehends.

ADRA Canada did not have enough fuids o assist the IDPs
in South Sudan, However, we are a member of the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank. The Foodgrains Bank is a parmership of 15
church and church-based agencies repeesenting 30 Christian
denominations that are working together %o end hunger. Two
other members, the United Church of Canada and Presbyterian
World Service and Development, decided %o provide the initial
funding. The United Cluirch gave $200,000, and the Presbyacrians
provided $10,000. The Foodgrains Bank then provided $250,000
and entrusted ADRA 0 implement the project.

Rations were distributed to Agnes's settlement. Some 50
kilograms of sorghum, 5 kilograms of beans, 3 litres of oil, and
1 kilogram of salt were given %o each family. It was meant v
provide three meals a day for each person for a month. To stretch
the rations, the community has been eating only two meals a
day, as they do not know when they will receive more food.

Agnes likes the food that ADRA and the Foodgrains Bank
have provided. She helps her mother to prepare and serve the
meals. She dreams of owning a restaurant when she is older.

Your generous and continuing support is saving lives and

giving children like Agnes hope for the future. B

Sharmiifa Reid is the donor relations ADRA

director for ADRA Canada. Casvda



prasidemnt’s parspactive

"Y Y L) is of the essence

gllls days in which we live are solemn and important. The Spirit
i€od is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the earth!

very so ofsen a familiar expeession comes

to mind and I am left wondering where

and under what circumstances it came

invo being. With the advansages that
technology provides us, it’s only a matter of a few
simple clicks in a search engine, and voifd! I don’t
recall why this expression came to my mind, but
itdid, and according vo Wikipedia, ' Time is of
the essence’ is 2 serm in English and United Seases
coneract law that indicates thae the parties vo the
agreement must perform by the time vo which the
partics have agreed if a delay will cause material
harm?

While such agreements are ofsen of necessity
and probably appreciated by all under various
situations, it could be the cause of undue stresy when
time is running out and the agreed performance is
yet to be in place. In voday’s complex world, you
never know when someone or something will send
you a curveball, and all your good intentions find
themselves lying in a defeated heap. Promises and
assurances are better Jeft with Someone who is in
conero] of all the variables life manages to throw
our way.

But that aside, I doubt anyone who will read
this article will question the reality of the times
in which we are living. Let's face it, with the threat
of ISIS in the Middle East, the strange political
machinations of the United States, the increase
of natural disasters and a number of other things
{that I cannot mention, as doing so would not be
politically correct), we have to agree, life on planet
carth is not what it used %o be. Asa marter of fact,
I would venture vo say that fame is of the asemee. If

'Ellen G. White, Tessmonies for the Church, 9:11.
2Ellen G. White, Early Writings, 50.

ever there was a time when believers all over the
world should be praying for Jesus to come, it
would seem vo me to be right about now.

I appreciate the following take on this sopic:

The days in which we live are sofemn and
important. The Spirit of God is gradually but
surely being withdrown from the ear th. Plagues
and judgments are already falling upon the
despisers of the grace of Gad. The calamities by
land and seq, the unsettled state of sodiety, the
olorms of way, ave portentous. They forecast
approaching events of the greatest mognitude.

... Greatchanges are saon to takeplace in our
world, and the final mavements will be rapid ones.!

I am especially relicved that the last events will
be “rapid ones” and that the wark that God is doing
“will soon be cut short in righteousness.™ In His
mercy and kindness, our Lord has included, if you
will, a “time is of the essence” clause that there be
no further delay. The four angels of Revelation 7
were instructed, “Hurt not the earth, neither the
sea, nor the trees, tll we have sealed the servants
of our God in their forcheads” (verse 3). “Behold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).

My dear friends, there
is no tite %o lose, We need
a saving relationship with
Jesus. Timeis of the
essence! W

John Foumnier is president
of the Mar itime Conference.
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How do you stay calm when things fall apart?

| just have a good memory; that’s all.

No, for reall 'm serious! | know it sounds very cliché and all, but |
remember every time God has come to my rescue. He has never failed
me—anever. Why should | worry, then? | just wait. Now, not worrying
and instead waiting for his rescue does not mean that |

stay with my arms crossed or hide under a blanket. You know that
verse that says something llke “Bon‘t worey, just wait; I'm the Lord?®
Well, that wait is an active wait.

It's like those war movies where the allies come through in the last
minute and save the good guys from being annihilated. The good
guys know that the allies are about to arrive, but they still have to
fight in the meantimel The fight is hard, but they know that it will
soon end favourably.

So when trouble comes, | constantly pray, read, seek advice from
spiritually mature friends who are wiser than me and I'm on the
lookout for signs that may give me an idea of God’s plans.

Giveitatryl m

Do you hawe a quastion for Pastor losué Sénchaz? Email it to messangar@adventistca.



Do not be afraid;
only believe.
—JLuke 8: 50.

Plains

2ebra

Twink abovt if.

Tammile Burak and her family enjoy
-studylng and lzaming from God’icmtnn.
You can contact her at tammizburak
@gmall.com orfoliow her blog at \
www.creationcornerforkids.blegspotca.
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ALONGSIDE THE FARWALL in the Burman University Physical
Education Centre a line of the most distinguished members of our
community strexch themselves on tension hamnesses atsached so metal
bars. Concentrating, they lean forward, resting on tiptoes as university
studenms carcfully keep watch over the whole scene.

K you had walked inso the Burman University PE Centre just at that
moment, you might have mistaken it for a eetirement community centre
insscad of a university facility. What you would have walked into was the
“PEAC 295 Topics: Fitness for Life” class, an intetgenerational approach
%o fitness and learning,

The class is the brainchild of Ron Schafer, Associate Professor of
Physical Education, and a Burman faculty member since 1980. The class
€ocuses on fitness through helpfulness. It pairs Burman university students
with seniors with whom they can wock dosely to develop physical fithes,
shills, and relatianships. The ariginal goal was %o have a 1-1 ratio of
students %o seniors, but when the call went out for senior participants,
the number tripled.

‘When the class began, 11 Burman students were paired with 34 seniors!
“We wotked on a much wider spectrum of fitness than is traditionally
done in seniots’ fitness classes. We trained for cardiovascular fitness,
saength, power, reaction time, balance, agiliry, flexibility, and coardinarian.
'We learned how %o juggle, balance on one foot, and played dodgeball
and pickleball” says Schafer.

Asia Watson-Bizzell, a first-year behavioural science major, entered the
class expecting merely %o carn her course credits. As the class continued,
howewer, she discovered that she enjoyed the social interaction with the
seniors, “I had many favourite experiences, but my sop one would be
teaching the seniors how o step (body percussion through intricate
footsteps and hand claps). At first, when Mr. Schafer asked me so teach
[the senior participants], I laughed because I underestimated them.
Once I started teaching them the moves, they got the hangof it, and
some of them even corrected me if I messed up;” recalls Asia,

For mattied couple Verne and Becky Gustavson, it was a chance %o get
out of their senior living facility for one hour, three times a week. Both
in their early 80s, they jumped at the chance vo try something new. °I
wanted to take this class because I'm old, not fit, and I need all the help
I can get; laughed Verne. He continues, “The students were inspirational!
They were with us, helping us! Nothing but positives from this experience.
The were very supportive of our limisetions.”

The incraction between young and experienced blended well, and
Ron plans on offering the clas again this coming year. “The plan is so
continue this class and expand it to the larger community, Our motto
is 'If you are movity, you are impeovin} says Ron.

For students libe Asia the impact wasjust as great. “Ileamed thar most
times the seniors just love having someone to talk to and having a friend.
It’s always great to try something new, because if you asked me before this
class, I wouldn't have considered wotking with seniors, and now since the
class I am considering if my career should involve warking with the seniors!”

JR Ferrer is the director of communication for Burman University.




Anaphylaxis: Medical Emergency’

SYMPTOMS OF ANAPHYLAXIS
include ivching (generalized
or specific %o the mouth and
throat), swelling of the lips
and/or vongue, hoarseness,
tightness or closure of the
throat, difficulty swallawing,
hives, redness and swelling of
the skin, shortness of breath,
coughing, slurred speech,

wheezing, weak pulse, nausca,
dizziness, vomiting, diarrhea
and cramps. Some of these
sympeoms ocour in mild allergic
reactions but may become
cxaggerated in anaphylaxis
and/or with individuals
diagnosed with asthma.
Epinephrine is the first-
line emergency treatment for
anaphylaxis, Antihistamines
treat mild allergic reactions
but do not treat the life-
threatening sympsoms of
anaphylaxis, Individuals who
have had severe reactions
should carry an epinephrine
auto-injecoor, or sometimes
two or three, Epinephtine
auvo-injectors contain a single
dose of epinephtine that is
injected invo the outer thigh. This
medication is not to be injected inso
veins, butsocks, Engers, soes, hands, or
fect. Epinephrine reverses sympsoms of
anaphylaxis by increasing the heare rate,
opening airways, and impraving blood

“HArst printed In Ontanio Highlights, Pall 2015.

pressute. It is imperative %0 seek medical
help immediately after using epinephtine,
since a second reaction may occur.

In order so reduce your risk of ana-
phylaxis, it is important to remember
the following:

Sources: www.aboutkidshealth.ca and www.phac-aspegeca.

RIS & B
haalth

naphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that can occur within minutes or an hour
after exposure to an allergy trigger. It happens when the body’s immune system
overreacts and produces histamines and other chemicals to protect itself from

a perceived threat. This reaction is potentially life-threatening. Allergy triggers

inclade medication, latex, exercise, food items, and insect bites and stings.

e Know what triggers allergic

reactions in your body and
read food and product labels
v identify allergens in order
%0 avoid them,

e When cating away from
home, be sure %o inquire
about ingredicnes used in
food preparation,

e You can have an anaphy-
lactic reaction if utensils and
equipment used for items

v which you are allergic are
not cleaned before they are
used for other preparations
you may consume. A small
amount of protein is enough
%0 cause an anaphylactic
reaction.

e If you have a scrious
allergy, wear an allergy
bracelet, inform others
about your allergy, and
keep your emergency
medication with you at
all times.

Anaphylaxis is unpredicmble.
In anaphylaxis, seconds count!
Act fast and call 9-1-1
immediately. m

Maria McClean is the director of health
and c hildran’s ministries for the Ontario
Conference and health coordinator for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.

August 2016

faature

1



12

Where Are

Messenger: Tell me where you were
born and about your family and childhood.

Ken Schander: [ was born in
Minneapolis, Minn,, in 1948 vo Hatley
and Susan Schander. [ have an older
brodher, Quentin (Norecross, Ga.), and two
younger sissers, Mary Manchur (Kemacring,
Ohio) and Alice Merrill (Lodi, Calif.).
Frances Schandar: Thelittle farming
community of Strathroy in Southwestern
Ontario was my home base. I have three
siblings: Maynard Lowry (Lodlpore, NY.),
Janis Lowry (Apopka, Fla.), and Cecil
Lowry (Apopka, Fla.).

M: Where did you complete yosr education
—elementary through university?

K: I atsended Adventist schools for all
of my education except for Grade 1.1
graduated from Blue Mountain Academy
(Hamburg, Pa.), and I finished a BA in
hissoryand economics from Columbia
Union Callege (now Washingmon Adventise
University, Taboma Park, Md). I also
attended Newbold College (England)
for one year. I completed an M.Div. and
a D.Min. from Andrews University.

F: My clemensery education sook place
at Saathroy Public School. When! ssarsed
Grade 9, my parents moved to Oshawa,
Ont,, so that all four of us could attend
Kingsway College, their own alma mater.
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Messenger catches up with former

leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist

Church in Canada. In this issue we

talk with Ken and Frances Schander.

interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer.

I also arzended Newbold College for one
year and then @nished a BA in English
from Andrews University, followed by an
MAT in English Education, and a PhD
in education (curriculum and instruction).

M: Where did you serve? When and in
what capacity?

K: Iinterned at Pittsburgh Shadyside
Church in Pittsburgh, Pa., then stayed in
the area as passor of the Budler/Leechburg
/New Brighton district, also in western
Pennsylvania, From there we moved %o the
Saskatoon Central/Beaver Creek churches
in Saskaschewan. Nexx we moved to
Halifax, N.S., followed by Niles Westside,
Mich,, Willowdale, Ont,, and Vicvotia/
Duncan, B.C,, until my retitement in
September 2015.

F: My teaching carcer began as a middle
school English/hissory/Bible teacher at
Greater Pittsburgh Junior Academy in
Pennsylvania, My carcer continued cither
full-time or part-time and included teaching
stints for cither public or Adventist schools
at Sandy Lake Academy; Lake Michigan
College; adult education in Torono;
associate superintendent of education,
Ontario Conference; superintendent

of education, Onserio Conference; and
curricubum cooedinator/teacher mensor,
British Columbia Conference.

M: 45 a pastor/educator tearn, how did you
complernent each other in your areas of service?

K: We are both passignare about Adventist
education, We both appreciated the signifi-
cant sacrifice our own parents had made
so that we could have a quality Adventist
cducation. As a paswor, I think it is
important o uplift the role that Adventist
education plays in helping children learn
about Jesus. As an educavor Frances knows
that repetition and reinfoccement are
significant to learning, The more oppor-
tunities children have to learn about Jesus,
the berter We will never forget imporzant
Christian principles that we have learned
as children, The goal of every Adventist
patent is to make certain that they and
their children together have a relatianship
with Jesus. Adventist education is one
more way % help make that a reality.

M: Tell me about your family.

K: We have one daughter, Heather, who
lives in Toronto. A school psychologist,
she works for the Peel School Board.

M: Where are you now, and what are you
doing in retirement?

K: We left beautiful Vicworia, B.C., and
moved w0 another lovely place, Niagara-
on-the-Lale, Ont, We have joined the
Niagara Falls church and trust the Lord
can use us there. We hope to make friends
in our community where, as far as we
know, there are no other Seventh-day
Adventists. m



SOME PEOPLE—somctimes those with the biggest hearts—spend their
lives misunderstoad by others. Or at Jeast partly misunderstood.

Al Capane was hated for his criminal activity but loved for his charity,
such as the soup kischens he opened in Chicago during the Great Depression
and the programs he finded to provide schoolchildren with milk in order
to wipe out rickets disease. On a smaller scale, we have Glenn Beck, a righ-
wing salk show hast disliked for his apinions but appreciased by his employees
because he matches their charitable danatians dollar for dollar, Or recarding
artist Justin Bicber, bath loved and criticized, who has single-handedly
granted over 250 wishes for the Make- A-Wish Foundation, all in less than
four years. Then there are people libe Facebook founder, Matk Zuckerberg,
whase persanality many find off-pureing but wha is generous and kind-hearted
ta thase close %0 him and has given millions so charitable causes.

Same people who are viewed or regarded less than favourably by others
actually hold good causes dear to their hearss and lend a helpinghand in
ways that matter and should not be averlaoked. Peggy Barlow was one of
these peaple—misunderstoad but generous and hind, in her awn way. She
lived a life of service but made few lasting ties with those the encounsered
along the way. Peggy was a very privase person who lived simply and humbly.
About a decade befare she died, she cantacted Alvin Ram, Planned Giving
director at the Ontario Conference, to help prepare her will,

Peggy was born in England on June 15, 1920, Atage 18 she joined the
‘Women’s Royal Naval Service and worked as a wriser until 195 1. Then che
moved on to the New Zealand Air Force, serving as a clerk until 1953.
During the next three years she lived in Australia, Rhodesia (Zimbabwe),
South Africa, and Singapare before maving ta Quebec in 1956, where she
hoped to find 2 husband and setdle down. Instead of a husband, Peggy found
the Lord. In 1958 she was baptized in another Christian church, and in
1965, at 45 years old, she graduated and became a nursing assistant and
worked as such until her retirement. Peggy’s professional path taok her to
‘Toronto, where she began faithfully atsending the Willowdale church.

Fast forward to April 2015. Pastor Glenn DeSilva, Director for Camp
Frenda, sat in his office poring over the budget, tryingto Ggure out how to
pay for desperately needed new beds for Frendd’s dorms, After the cast of
repairing a roof callapse that year, there was only a few thousand dollars
left, but it was going to cost appraximately $70,000 to replace beds for the
campers. Praying for a solution was the only thing he could do.

What DeSilva did not know was that Peggy Barlow had answered his
prayer—11 years before he prayed it. With no husband or children of her
own, Peggy pledged everything that God had blessed her with to the children
of Camp Frenda.

Peggy died on Nov. 19, 2012, but it took over two years for Alvin Ram,
the executor of her will, to sette her affairs. On a sunny day in April 2015,
Alvin Ram cast a shadow in Passor DeSilva’s office daorway, DeSilva laoked
up in amazement when Ram handed over Peggy's gift of $65,002.58 to
Camp Frenda.

While Peggy was na Capone, Beck, Bicber, or Zuckerberg, her generosity
and hindness may have been just as misundersyood and overlooked as theirs.
And her gift was as impartant ta the children and youth of Camp Frenda
as to all the Chicagoans during the Great Depression, Beck’s employees, the
children of the Malse- A-Wish Foundation, and the many causes on which
Facebook's furtune has been bestuwed. Her story reminds us that we should
not judge but rather look for the goad, pethaps especially when it is not
obvious. m

Leah Keys writes from Newsastie, Ontario.

AT

Eleven Years,
One Prayer

“Before they call, | will answer;
while they are speaking
I will hear.” —isaiah 65:24

Brand-aev beds for Qanp Fandy) derwiteries
thanks ts Paggy's gmuee gift.
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a better world

14

A Better
World canada

Northern Canadian school
makes impact 13,000 kilometres away in Kenya

Eaxye in Uerdh.

school in northern Canada is going beyond cuttinga
cheque for international development,

Ecolé Sir John Franklin High School in Yellowknife,
N.WT, is making a difference in the lives of less forrunase children
in rural Wessern Kenya, It has partnered with A Better World
Canada (ABW) % spansor projects at Simotwet Primary School,
a nursery to Grade 8 school overlooking the picouresque Great
Rift Valley.

School principal Dean MacInnis has seen students benefit in
many ways because they have played a ditect hand in fundraising
for an imparsant project. Some have even visited Kenya % sce
camplesed projeces™The impact will be life-lasting,” said MacInnis
while encouraging other schools in Canada to get involved.

Mikelle Wile was a high school student there when she
volunseered with A Better World in 2010, She thought the
entire school could get on board. It began raising money in
2010 to support projeces at Simotwet Primary.

The Yellowlaife public school has since raised about $38,500
for three classroams, a kitchen and food storage facility, school
unifarms, as well as school supplics for Simotwet and other places
studenss visited. The classroom project was expanded to six,
thanks to a matching donation from Alberwa couple Jim and
Gloria Stenhouse, It was @inished in 2012,

TheBemnard Melitz Foundation in Lethbridge, Alta,, also
contributed v the kischen/food storage building. MacInnis and
his wife, Pam Schlosser, math deparement head at the school,
made presentations in front of the entite school body to increase
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student buy-in about potential
projects. “We talked about how
anybody can write a cheque and
that it goes off to build something,”
said MacInnis. “But if you're part
of that process, you feel libe you
buile that building”

Studenss raised monsy through
car washes, pizza sales, and other

cfforts designed to give back to the
local community of about 20,000
people. Each student was ecspansible
for most of the cosws with the school
fundraising the remainder,

The Grade 9-12 school held two
trips %0 Kernrya. Thirxeen studenss
visited the classrooms’ opening
in 2012, and 14 visited the nearly
completed kischen and food seorage
facility in March 2016.

Six of those who went in March were of abariginal descent,
thelargest amount represened on an A Berer World wip. Among
those is Jamal Begg, 15, who said he was impressed with the
Maasai people. “You can tell when you go there that familyisa
very imporsant part of their culture,” said Begg.

Ally MacInnis, the eldest daughacr of MacInnis, became more
appreciative of het awn €amily after visiting orphanages on both
school trips %o Kenrya, “It was pretty amazing to go on the trip
and do all the fundraising and see all the impact it created,’ said
Ally, 16. “I really applaud [A Betser World] for all it’s doing
around the world, and I'd like %0 continue to be in partership
with them.”

Grade 12 graduate Kirianne Ashley expressed pride after
seeing the fruiss of their labour back home. Travelling through
the slums of Nairobi also touched het. “I hope that for the rest
of my life I'll be involved somehow with any sort of project or
bettering the world in any way,” said Kirianne, 17.

Maclnnis wlls the students that they may get involved with the
view they Il be helping, but they will end up benefiring themselves
in even greaser ways. He said studenes will gain more courage,
and they will have a new perspective on humanitarianism,

“You'll have compassion for kids in other parts of the world,”
said MacInnis. “It’s going % impact you for a lifrcime” m

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is a freelance writer for newspapers.

> > To suppart this program, please contact erajah@abweanada.org. < <



It Takes a Village

ecently a three-year-old boy

climbed over a three-foot high

barrier and plunged 15 fect into
the gorilla exhibit at the Cincinnati Zoo.
Afier a 10-minute ssandoff the zoo
personnel decided to shoot and kill the
17-year-old primate named Harambe, The
child was saved and returned home afwer
a few cuts and beuises. The killing of the
animal has created a colossal controversy.
Could the gorilla have been tranquilized
instead? Why weren't the parents watching
the child? Should the parents face aiminal
charges and be held liable for the death of
the endangered animal?

The outrage has sparked a renewed
discussion on whether parents should be
held responsible for their apparent lack
of parenting. The judgment towards the
parents in this case has been swift and
harsh. Who is responsible? Can parents
really watch their children and prevent
bad things from happening?

A number of years ago, I passoeed a
church where the fotmer pastor’s child
was sexually molested. This incident
happened after church, duringa potluck
lunch, when the pastor’s child was playing
around the church unsupervised. The
accused was a church volunteer, After the
aftermath, peaple in the congregation took
sides. Why was the child left alone to
wander? Why do so many volunteers bave
keys to the church? Why weren't the par-
enks watchmg thewr own kid? What could

bave been done to prevent this horrible
situation? Here are a few suggestions that
should be considered when protecting
children in your cangregation:

Assume the church is not a safe
plaee. If the church is indeed a
refuge for sinners, then we should
be aware of the risks. I ofeen tell
parents %o act the way they would
at the mall. Would you let your kids
toam freely in the mall while you
shop? We need vo stop assuming
that the church is a sanitized

environment,

Protect kids from being “church
orphans” These are the kids who
roam around unsupervised while
their parents are “volunteering”
in a ministry (more than often it
is the pasvor’s kids). Establish a
“No kids roam free” policy and
cammunicate to the volunteers that
childten must remain in the same
room with their parents. Peovide
a tub of games and activities that
volunteers can grab and use during

their time at the church,

Create a ministry night. This is
one night of the week where all of
the auinistry Jeaders can work on
their projects. For emmple, you
could hold prayer meeting, choir
practice, room setup, etc., on the
same night. On that ministry

night, a couple of babysitsers could

waich the volunteer’s children while

they are involved in the church
activity.

Don't be afraid to establish church
palicies that govern how kids will be
prowecwed in the congregation. It’s your
church, so set the rules and boundaries
on how you expect children and parents
behave while on the church propervy.
For example, my church has a rule that
all kids must sit with their parents or in
rows in front of their parents, so they are
supetvised at all times,

Remember, every culture raises their
children differently. Canada is filled with
a diverse group of immigranss. Some
parenting skills scem vo be light sowards
discipline or setting boundaries. You can
still be respectful of culture while main-
taining the culture your church leadership
has set within your congregation.

The ultimate goal is vo keep children
safe from themselves and others. We want
every €amily %o have a positive experience
while at church. A discussion on the church
board level will give you permission so
have an open and honest dialogue on
Ieeping children safe. m

Kumar Dixit lives in Vancouver, B.C He is the
author of Branded Faith: Contextualizing
the Gospel ina Post-Secular World.

You can follow him on Twitter @ kumardixit
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Out of Our Hands

Words by God —1Pet. 5:7, NLT

Remember when you were a kid and received a balloon
at a festival or birthday party and you held on so tight
hecause you were afraid ta lose it? As we grow up,
nothing much changes. We hold on tight to our desires
and the things we value. It’s hard to lose control over
areas of our life, and we often experience fear when
our grip feels like it Is slipping. The question is, Da we
really have control or are we grasping on to something
that is less than what God has for us?

God desires what'’s best for our lives. He sees the
beginning and the end and knows what we need.
Psalm 34:10 says, “Those who trust in the Lord will lack
no goad thing” {NLT). Yet we worry and try to take the
control from God's hands, subconsciously thinking we
might do a better job to calm some of the chaos of our
lives. In what areas do you see this happening in your
own life? Is it in worlk and school, finances, relationships,
or with your family? The question | ask myself, and |
encourage you to ask yourself too, is this: When the
urgency to take things into my own hands comes, am
| trusting and honouring God’s plan, or am | making
my own?

Those times when we hold tight to our desires is a
moment of decision. Have you ever had your hands full
of samething valuable and tried to navigate without
letting any of the pieces slip through your fingers?
Where is God in this picture? | believe He is holding

Watch “Trust in You® by Lauren Daigle:
https://goo.gl/JOMOvy

out His hand to you and me, asking us to let go of all
the things we've been carrying around for so long
and to exchange our hold for His.

Our heavenly Father desires for us to take hold of
His hand and allow Him to guide us through the muddle
of life, trusting Him with all that is precious to us. We
£an trust that His hands are more than secure and ahle
to handle the load. Worth more than any priceless
treasure or worry is the One who made us, loves us, and
is calling us by name, saying, “You are mine! Accepting
His offer means letting go of the control we try to have
aver various areas of our lives and giving all the treasures
and broken pieces ta Him. “Give all your worries and
cares to God, for he cares about you” (1 Pet. 5:7, NLT).

If we are holding tightly to our plan and our desires,
is there room for God to move and wark His plan aut
in us? Unless we let go of what were holding on to, we
can't take hold of something better. God is reaching out
His hand and asking us to trust Him in all circumstances
and in every season. “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding” (Prov.
3:5, NIV). What are you holding on to today?

Be Blessed. m

Tia Lawrence s 20 years old. She is a member of the
Comox Adventist Church on Vancouver Island,
Tia’s blog—refreshwithtio.com

with Tia




Are we spending an inordinate amount
of our prayer time asking for things?

grew upin a Chriscian home and learned to pray primarily by listening to others pray,

mainly my parenes at home as well as church members during regular church services.

Such services included the Wednesday night prayer meetings. Since they were usually
sparsely attended, I often felt timidly duty-bound to pray. How did I formulate my prayets,
and where did I get the courage to pray? I would carefully lissen to church members pray
and then model my prayer after theirs. Needless to say, I was usually the last one so pray
during those sessions,

Although I was a child and but a novice in the art of praying, two definitive things
could be said about the prayers offered by those in atsendance: first, they were
heartfelt and represented an honest outpouring of the soul before God;
sccondly, they were heavily punctuated with “prayer requests.” One could
not miss the constant chorus of asking God for favours and more favours,

There was barely an expression of praise and adoration or thanksgiving to

God, hardly an utterance declaring who the Mighty God is. The lack of balance
was obvious. Daniel Henderson, in his book Transforming Prayer, refers wo

this model as the "request~based model™

My experience in kaming to pray mnay not be unigoe. In fact, as [ interact
and worship with Cheisdans in many congregations and lissen to their
prayers, I am hearing much of thesame prayer conzent that I heard when I
was firstexposed to praying. They are heavily demanding and request-based,
with such expressions as “Lord, bless me,” “Lord, give me...,” and “God, I am
ashing you to....” Let's be clear, however. It is not that God does not want us to
bring our requests before Him, for Hesays, “Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requesss be
made kngwn to God” (Phil. 4:6, NKJV).

Ellen White's encouragementis, “Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and
yout fears before God, You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary Him, He who numbers the
hairs of your head is not indifferent to the wanus of His children.”

Could it be, howcver, that we are spending an inordinate amount of our prayer time asking for thin gs
for our personal convenience and comfort when Jesus has already instructed us that our heavenly Father
already knows all the things weneed and is prepared to provide those things for us? (see Matz. 6:32).

In contrast to request-based praying, Henderson advocates “worship-based” praying. In this approach,
Scripeure is paramount in directing the way we pray. As the Word is read and the characweristics of God are
revealed, the indi'vidual develops a sensc of who God is and, in prayer, adores Him for being that God.

A worship-based approach, he writes, “fims our heart first on the majesty of God, the petson of
Christ, the purity of His Word, and eacites within us an appetite for Him."

Derck Thomas says that “this focus calls for us %0 shink 2bowz God and in particalar His Name.”

He continues, “Our prayers arc %0 be suffuscd with large thoughes about God. Weare to take the
attributes of God, which are suggested by His various names.” He asserts that "if our prayers

are not focused on God, we are guilty of idolatry, as we are putting someone or

something else in God’s place.™

I am convinced that worship-based praying can lead us into a fuller and richer
experience with God. m

Eustace Willlams Is the personal ministries director for the Ontario Conference.

! Daniel Hendevson, Transforminy Preyer (Minneapolis, Mimesota: Bethamy Hous& 2011), p- 26-27

2Ellen White, $tepsto Quist (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Publishing Association), chapt. 11.

3 Henderson, Pensfomming Prayer, p, 89.

4 Derek Thomas, Praying the Saviours Way (Ross-shire, Scotland: Qhristian Focus Publications, 2002), p.43.
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“Love, not hate, is
the motivator of true
religious expression.”

Orlando, Anti-Gay Bigotry, and Religion

Rather than cast aspersions upon religion,
as CBC reporter Neil Macdonald has done, in the wake
of the Orlando tragedy,’ perhaps a more profitable
approach would be %o consider how we could get along
on the same real essase while mainwining our deeply
held convictions. Mr. Macdonald questions what
respansibility organized religion bears “for the pain
and misery and death inflicted on gays for so many
cenuurics in the name of god.”

Macdonald suggests that ecligious groups are involved
in "anti-gay activities” by “going to court o ensure their
right o discriminate against gays in hospitals and schools
and other religiously affiliated institutions.” According
%0 Macdonald, this contributes %o a culture that makes
it possible for the Orlando bloodbath.

However, that suggestion is, in my view, overstating
the case. Asone scholar nosed, “Consemporary mass
media often interpret particular events as emblematic
ofbigger problems.” Macdonald did just that. Scholars
will be debating the Orlando massacre for years w come.
The incident is not as simple as Macdonald suggests. As
time goes on, we will find out more about the complexity
of the Orlando killer; recent reporws suggest he was a
troubled individual, violent o his wife, and had his own
sexual identity issues within a complicated mattix of
radical religious views.?

Christian institutions are an extension of their
religious communities. They carry out their religious
beliefs in the practical day-vo-day affairy in an artempt
w alleviate human suff ering, They are motivated by

18
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the Christian principles of serving unconditionally. Are
they perfect? No. Can they do better? Of course. But
tosuggestthat these same religious communities that
want to maintain their religious views about marriage in
accordance with their religious practices are implicated
in the Orlando mass shooting is a stretch too far.

Consider for a moment: Just because X does not
agree with how Y lives her life does not give X the right
tokill Y. In other words, my right to exsist and live my
life without fear is an inalienable right as a member of
humanity. It is not dependent upon my identity nor my
religious belief's. Religion never has a right to justify
such killing.

There has been so much killing on this planet over
religion that it is mind-boggling and utterly nauseating.
Because of the violence experienced in the religious
wars and persecutions of Europe in the 16* and 17*
centuries, we have developed a form of government
that we refer to as “Western representative democracy.”
Our Western democracies have been, to date, the most
successful forms of government that have allowed the
greatest degree of individual freedom while, at the same
time, providing far civil peace.

Our society is not perfect. We have a ways to go,
but we have been moving forward. One of the chief
cornerswones of our method of building community
has been the right to believe or not to believe, practise
or not to practise, religion.

The very core of who we are ties into what we hold
to be true as we struggle to answer the fundamental
questions Who are we? Why are we here? What are our
responsibilities and duties? Where are we going?

Our answers to these fundamental questions may not
all agree. We give ample room for disagreement. But
even then we have accepted a certain level of dissonance
as the price we pay to live peacefully in our free and
democratic society where minorities are protected
against majorities’ whim.

The heinous crime of Orlando is that: heinous. It
goes against all that we have come to appreciate about
livingin our society. Violence against one group is
violence against all. The racially motivated violence
committed against the church members gathered for
a prayer meeting in Charleston, S. C., is no different
than the antigay violence of Orlando, Fla. It is hate.
Since the time Europeans burned heretics at the stake,
we have, as a free and democratic society, said such
violence was evil. And so it is. And so it will remain.

From the moment the Orlando tragedy came to
light, religious communities swung into action not
only to condemn the carnage but also to assist with the
care of the grieving. Thatis when we see religion at its
best—caring for all despite our differences on life.
Everyone deserves to be treated as we would want
others to treat us. Love, not hate, is the motivator of
true religious expression.

Our society has always struggled to find a place for
people of very different views on how we ought to live
and what it means to be human. It is a struggle worth
having. If we are going to be successful in having a mul-
ticultural community where everyone is given the same
opportunity to live one’s understanding of the deep,
conscientiously held convictions, then we will require
respect for the humanness of the other.

The Orlando disaster is a time to lend a helping
hand to alleviate the pain and sufferingof our
neighbours. Neighbours who may think differently.
Neighbours who may live differently. But neighbours
all the same. m

Barry W. Bussey is director of Legal Affairs at the
Canadian Council of Christian Charities. His blog
“Intersection: A Current Discussion on Issues Involving
Law and Religion,” is found at www.cccc.org/barry.

' Neil Macdonald, “After Orlando, Time to Resognize That Anti-Gay Bigotry is Not Religious Freedom,” (BC News, June 17, 2016.

www.cbc.ca/news/politics/orlando-religion-anti-gay-bigotry-1.3631994.

2 Joel Best, review of “The Montreal Massacre: A Story of Membership Categorization Analysis,” by Peter Eglin, Stephen Hester, in The American
Journal of Sociology 110, no. 2 (September 2004): 520,521, www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/425399.

3 Chris Perez and Joe Tacopino, “Ex-Wife's Bombshell Claim: Club Shooter Was Gay,” New York Post, June 13,2016,
http://nypost.com/2016/06/13/shooter-used-to-visit-orlando-gay-club-use-gay-dating-apps/..
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weet, Salty, Sour, Bitser—we all know the basic four

flavours, but a 6fth flavour is now being recognized:

umams. Umami is the savoury flavour that helps give
meat and cheese its unique taste, When substituting cheese
in arecipe to make it vegan, we need to ensure that umami
components are added to maintain the overall flavour of
the dish. There are many vegan sources for umami. Our
favourices in clude balsamic viniegar, suy sau ce, roasted red
peppers, and nuaitional yeast.

In this recipe we use a medium-firm tofu, with some
balsamic vinegar to add the umami, to achicve a close
substitute for cattage cheese, We use it for a variety of
putposes, one exatnple of which will appear in the next
issuc. W

Keith and Cheryl Chant, along with their son Ben, enjoy baking,
cooking, and experimenting with Ravours and recipes.
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Cottage Cheese

INGREDIENTS:

1 {420g) package of medium firm tofu
Veteaspoon @.5 ml) salt

1¥: veaspoon (7.5 ml) gailic powder

1 tablespoon (15 ml) olive oil

6 tablespoons {90 ml) Vegenaise (vegan
mayonnaise substitute)

1 teaspoon {5 ml) balsamic vinegar

INSTRUCTIONS:

* Mash tofu until itis all ccumbled.

* Add the remaining ingredients and
mix well.

* Chillavernight in refrigerator.

* Makes appraximately 2 cups.

* For a firmer cottage cheese, use firm
instead of medium-firm tofu.
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Not too late to choose Jesus

*hOW DOES THAT SONG GO, | CAN'T FIND IT ANYWHERE? Sorry, I'm not yelling.
| have neurological problems. I type thwrong buttons when I'Im excited.”

Ross is a listener who has been through a fair bit in his life, Five years
ago he almost died in a car accident.

Today he was eeaching out v the VOAR staff vo find lyrics vo a song
that had touched him. He said the song was writsen from the perspective
of Jesus trying 9o ceach us but that we have “traded heaven for a few short
years.” The idea or vantage point is set in the future looking back so
when the son or daughter still had the choice %o accept Jesus.

Ross told us this song makes him cry for his loved ones still in bondage
and that he would lik= o play it so his family will hear the message.
He said, “I want them so know that it’s not oo late %o chooseJesus.”

We could hear the urgency in Ross's request. His desire to see his Gamily
united with Christ prompaed him v consect us for more information
about a song that he hopes will open communication lines with his
children, We do not fully know his Gamily dynamic, nor do we know
the extent of Ross’s ongoinghealth concerns, but we know that he
trusts God, and through prayer he is presenting his children before
Christ. He is putting this desire in God’s sovereign and loving hands.
VOAR is thanlsful to be here for Ross, and we invite youto pray along
with us for his family to come to the saving knowledge of truth. m

Tina Taylor is the caommunications director for VOAR.

ON THE You are out hiking on Sabbath. The sweat is
dripping. Is it wrong to jump into the lake to

ROAD WITH 7 cool off? Why or why not?

' B e C AT THEKENDALWOOD AND WILLOWDALE
CHURCHES IN ONTARIO.

Oneta George: For me, | would not, because | cannot swim. What if something
happens and no one is around to help?

Bemiee Stewart: There are a number of things to take Into consideration,
but perhaps | would not jump %00 deeply, but stay
[closer] to the water’s edge.

Lydia Astaclo: No, | don't think [It is wrong], If that Is something you are
prepared to do.You are already out enjoying nature, and as
long as you can take the time to also enjoy the beauty of the
lake and thank God for creating such beautiful nature, | don't
think ItIs wrong. God wan us to enjoy naturel
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“For | did not come

to judge the world
but to save the world”

August 2016

t was summertime in Calgary, and I was woching as a
student literature evangelist. Approaching a door, I
knocked, and when a man answered it, I noticed righe
away that he had a pleasant face. He seemed happy. Even
more, he actually scemed happy o see me.

As part of my presensation, I began to talk with the man about
health and the benefiss of fruits and vegesables. Halfway through,
he interrupted me and said, “Come in, come in! I nced you vo pray
for my husband.”

The words came as a shock, but assuming I had heard wrong, I
said, “Oh sure, I'd love %o pray for your wife.”

“No, my husband,” the man corrected, sceming not at all disturbed.
Without hesitation, I responded, “I'm sorry; I would love % pray for
your husband. But I don’t remember elling you that I am a Christian,
How did you know?”

“Your whole demeanor.” the man answered. “You see, I prayed
carlicr today that the Lord would send a Christian vo my doar who
could educate me on health, because myhusband has Type 2 diabetes,
and most of the time, I have % sy at home with him. [ have been
really concerned lately about his medications and his daily meals.
Something keeps wlling me they are reacting badly together.”

“I'm not yet a nurse,” I replied. “And I'm not a doctor ora
nutritionist. I just know a few things.”

Still, the man insisted that I come in and pray. Throughout this
exchange, I prayed in my mind as I had never prayed before. What
should I do? How should I respond? Could I pray for this man
without offending God? Then two verses came %o me:

“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”

(Rom. 5:20).

“To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak:
1w made all things to all men, thar I might by all means

save some. And this 1 do for the gospd's sahe, thas I might be

partaker thereof wi'th you” (1 Cor. 9:22, 23).

I knew what I should do. Going in, I prayed for the man and
for his husband, feeling very privileged that God had chosen me v
share His love with them. Afterwards, I gave the man a copyofthe
book The Greas Controwersy. At this, he began w cry. He told me
he attended a Full Gospel church on Sundays but hadn’t been able
to go since his husband had become ill. He then said, “Young lady,
you are a blessing vo me. I will malse sure %0 read this book!”

In John 12:47, Jesus said, “For I did not come o judge the world
but to save the world” I now better understand what Jesus meant.
Jesus did not condone the behaviour of the woman caughz in adulaery.
In His parting words to her He said, “Go and sin no more,” But He
also said, “Neither do I condemn you.” He gave her the help and the
hope she needed w0 leave her past behind, and s a world that is lost
and hurting, He asks us %o do the same. It is not our job w judge or
condemn. Instzad, we must be moved with the compassion that
moved theheart of Jesus, extending His love and His graceto all. m

Samailia Pringle-Robinson served as a CYC studant in the summer

of 2013 and shared her story with Lifestyle Canada, a ministry that
combines fiterature evangelism with the personal touch. To find out how
you can get irvolved or ta sponsor a program, visit fifestyleconada.org
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Arasamten loan Regar, Amande METthews,
and Cerle Cobw, with tthe Madban.

BEING“TRANSFORMED INTO HIS
IMAGE”was a wondecfully, powerful,
Spirit-filled women’s retreat held at
Camp Woody Acres, N.L., on May 28
and 29, 2016. Three speakers presensed
at the reereat: Carla Baker, North
American Division (NAD) Women's
Ministry ditector; Joan Rogets, SDACC
‘Women’s Ministry direcvor; and Amanda
Marthews, women’s auinistry director in

Growp thet sttewdad the “Transfermed [ute His luags” wemen's retrent held st Camp Wealy Aavs, Hild.

Newfoundland, Each presented such
thought-provoking and hands-on seminany
that enlightened those in attendance with
a berwer sense of who they are as women
of influence and what they can do in
their homes, churches, and communities,
'We found rest and rejuvenation and are
recharged.

The “Determining and Embracing
our Spiritual Gifts” seminar assisted us
with a unique sense of understanding to
work on cefining gifts for service to God
and in blessing others. The “Resvoeed
Hands” featured a spiritual spa where
God’s transforming power allowed us to
sce our hands transformed as instraments
for His cause.

Visivors such as Zoe, a young woman
from the community, keenly felt the
comradery and unity that characterized
the retreat. She expressed her joy in
the fecling of acceptance. She had the
opportunity to express her concern
for her community friend in an abusive
relationship and her determination to
get advice, assistance for her, and prayer
on her behalf.

Carla Baber, director of NAD, was
impressed with young Madison’s (right

front in picture) assistance in presentation
preparation for the spa and also in the
kitchen. An amazingly strong fecling of
togetherness was experienced by all.

Seminars on leamning how to take care
of our bodies physically and spiritually
with special atsention to heathier meals,
natural aleematives, and therapies gave us
alternatives to the treatment of common
ailments for our families, In addition,
leaming new ways to engage in ministry
activities in the different locale and how
% resolve conflices, equipped us with tools
to make us successful and influential
women of worth.

Experiencing atransforming power
that can only come through the power of
the Holy Spitit, we quote Romans 12:2
“And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transfurmed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will
of God” (NKJV). m

Joan Rogers and Amanda Matthews
are the directors of women'’s ministries
at the Ontario and Newfoundland
Conferences, respectivaly.
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Gugu Milangs with bar hashand, Brise, snd bor son, Avery.

n early May 2016 a 10,000-hectare! wil dfire broke

out near Fort McMurray, Alw., threazening the

safety of the city’s entire population and forcinga

mandasory evacuation of appraximately 80,000

people. Residents fled from theit homes, desperascly
sechiag safety in locations north 20d south of the cigy.
The wildfire spread quickly, growing so 85,000 hectares
oveenight and eventually consuming 589,995 hectares
of land as of June 102, Evacuees were left with aothing
but the clothes on their backs and the few items they
snazched in their cush to leave. They were forced vo leave
behind their homes and the lives they had built, unaware
of how drastically their lives would change in a matter
of mere hours,

Gugu Mhlanga moved s Fort McMurray in April
2013 from Barrie, Ont. She was working on completing
practical nursing at Keyano College. “Fart McMurray
was a lovely city,” Gugu says. “It was a city with great
people who had a good sense of community.” Her family
enjoyed livingin che city, esahlishing a life for themselves
with work, school, and friends. They lived in Abasand,
one of the first communities cvacuated.

On theday of the evacuation, Gugu was at home
wich her son having a playdate with a friend and her son.
As Gugu and her friend enjoyed cach other’s company
and wachsd their boys play, the sunlight in she room
quickly vanished, “The room got datk so suddenly;” she
recalls, "It was confusing because it was not evening time
yet.” The curiosity of both women peabed as they made
their way to the closest window o investigas the cause
for the darkness. “We soak a quick look outside and
immediately noticed a thick cloud of smohe,” shesays.
“Iz covered the entire sky.”

While the smoke
continued to thicken,
Gugu maintained a calm
spirit, thinking clearly
through the initial panic.

As Gugu snapped pictutes of the sky for her husband,
a call came through on her phone. It was another friend
urging her %o get her family out of the arca and come %0
her house because of the overwhelming cloud of smoke.
Gugu’s husband immediately left work so pick them up.
"As we waited for my Imshand, I paciaed a few piacas of
clothingin case we had to stay over at our friend's place for
afew days)” she revaals. “1 also packed imporant documents,
in case the house burned down.” The possibility of losing
their home was alteady on Gugu's mind, so she began
packing the essentials they needed: clothing to get them
by and important documents to beep them moving. While
the smoke continued to thichen, Gugu maintained a
calm spirit, thinking clearly through the in'tial panic.

“We were calm about it Gugu emphasizes, “because
we thought it was only smobe and we were going %
come back home the following day.” When her husband
artived, they received a call from the same friend who
had urged them o leave the area, “She sold us that our
arca was now under mandatory cvacuarion,” Gugu says.
Taking the litzle they had pached, they hurried so their
car to immediately leave, Asthey looked around, their
ncighboutswete doing the same: packing up and heading
out. Everyone had received word of the mandavory
cvacuation for the area. “Police were all over Gugu
rememnbers. “They ttied to diract traffic as cars slowly
crept out of the area in an effort so follow the mandatury
evacuation,”

Through it all, Gugu and her husband remained
calm, convinced that it would no longer be an issuc by
the next day. They thought they would be able o return
%o their home sometime soon, but things did not tum
out the way they inidally thought. "People speculased

1 Peter Edwards “Alberta Issues Province-Wide Fre Ban as Crews Battle Hames In Forth McMunay,” Tosondo Star, May 5, 2016.
www.thestar.com/news/canada/2016/05/0S/mor e-communities-evacuated-as-fort-mamurray fire-moves-south.html.

2 Final Update 39; 2016 Wildfires (June 10at4:30 p.m.); Alberta Government, June 10, 2016, accessed June 15, 2016,
wwwalberta.ca/release. cfimMxiD=41701E 7ECBE 35 AD48- 5793-1642C4 99F FODEACF.
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that our areawas burnt down minutes after we were
evacuased from Abasand.” Gugu commenss. “We thoughe
vo check our thetmostat, which we wete able to control
on our mabile devices. It had gone offline.” According
to reports by the Edmonton Sun, residents living in the
Abasand area were given evacuation notices at 2 p.m. By
3:10 p.m., houses in the area began to burn down.

Gugu’s family drove north %0 an area called Parsons
Creek, staying with a friend until the situation had calmed
down. Within a couple of hours, they found themselves
back on the road: all of Fort McMurray was given a
mandatory evacuation order. Gugu and her family druve
six hours south to Lacombe w0 be with family in their
time of distress.

“We went through a phase of denial and disbelief}
Gugu confesses. “We prettymuch hnew we had Jost
everything and we were going %o be in need of a Jot of
things.” Gugu and her family were not alone in their
distress. Other cvacuated
€amilies found themselves in
a similar situation: they were
homeless and in need of some
of the most basic necessities.

Yet in the midst of a
tragedy, there was a glimmer
of hope: compassion. Citizens
across the province of Alberta
and throughout the country
of Canada quickly responded.
Donations of all kinds were
sent %0 accepting organiza-
tions. Organizazions were
formularing teams to help
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with the relief effort. Everyone worked
together %o ensure that the needs of the
evacuees were being met, “People were
just willing to help everywhere we went,”
Gugu confirms. “Several places gave us
frec items that met our basic needs, while
thegovemmentand the Red Cross assisted
us financially”

Asof June 1, 2016, residents of Fort
McMurray were permitsed to return to
their homes. Some have decided to mave
back and begin rebuilding, while others
have decided to find a fresh seare elsewhere.
Gugu and her family decided to delay their
return. “We would love to go back after
they rebuild our property,” she says. “But
for now I wwuld like to just ssay somewhere
clse.” The whole experience is still fresh for
Gugu and her family. They have decided to
sty in Kelowna, B.C,, for now, where her
husband’s company allowed them to relocate.

“With time, we accepsed what had
happened,” Gugu discloses. “We were then ready to
move on and see where God was about to ske us”

Although the threat of the wildfire has subsided, the
needs of Fort McMurray residents continue %o grow as
they rebuild their lives and repair their homes. In hopes
of meeting each citizen’s basic needs as they rebuild, the
Province of Alberta has partnered with the Municipality
of Wood Buffalo and ADRA Canada in order to manage
the receiving and shipping of donations. Although the
svorm of the crisis has faded, there is still much work to
bedone. The residents of Fort McMurray have begun a
long process of healing and resvoring. Let us continue
vo find ways to support them in this process, as well as
include them in our prayers. m

Kryzla Abacan is a recent graduate of the MAin
Communication program atAndrws University. You
canread her personal blog at www.kryziaabacan.com.




=

h.ﬁ-iIMMMmaﬂm-n-mdu--l

beautiful story emerged. One that could only be written

by the hand of God. Members of the Fort McMurray
Seventh-day Adventist Church were among the thousands
thatevacuated the city with minutes to spare and only the
clothes on thelr back. Most of them made their way to
evacuation centres set up in Edmonton, where the goal
became survival and acquisition of basic necessities.

Yet, a mere three weeks after suddenly finding them-
selves sleeping on cots in a stadium and not yetcleared to
return to thelr homes in Fort McMurray, these same church
members were found out on the streets of Edmonton. No,
they weren’t begging for money or assistance. instead, they
were performing urban ministry with Lyle Notice, Alberta
Adventist Community Services (ACS) coordinator.

Thembie Nyathi, youth leader of the Fort McMurray church

E had beeninvolved in an urban ministry activity with Pastor

F rom the ashes of the Fort McMurray catastrophe, a

Lyle just the week before. While under evacuation, church
members continued to hold worship services in Edmonton
and incorporate their recent urban ministryin Rundle Park.
Church members donned their white ACS T-shirts to hand
out roses and granola bars, of fer prayer and hugs, assist
seniors, play with children, and engage in meaningful
conversation with perfect strangers. Even while they were
displaced, these church members still desired to followin
Christ’s footsteps to offer comfort, love, and support to others.
“People don't care how much you know until they know

1 hitpy/Airemap rmwb.caffire-map.htmi#18/56.67470/-111.34510
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how much you care,” says Fort McMurray pastor, David
Guzman. “Although some of us have lost our homes and
belongings, and are displaced, we still want to serve the
community, minister to people, and touch people’s lives,
because that’s what Christ would do. This earth is not our
homel”

in the midst of their own suffering, when the world would
expect them to have a hand outasking for help, church
members like Thembie and little Tiaunah Knight are instead
extending their hands out to bless others. And what a blessing
it has been. Thelr pain was not wasted on self-pity and doubt
but rather channelled into an expression of their gratefulness
for life, health, and God's love and mercy.

God's faithfulness never falls. Just as He shields and
protects His church, so He protected His physical church.
in an area where mass devastation occurred, the Fort
McMurray church building was found virtually untouched
by fire. Just a few feet away across the road, charred grass
sits in plain view.!

The members of Fort McMurray Seventh-day Adventist
Church have since been cleared to return home. What they
found of their earthly possessions may have been complete
loss. But what they gained in support and strength of spirit
can never be taken away. That is a gift from God Himself. m

Aimee Perez is the Canadian Adventist
Messenger secretary and a staff writer.
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Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His servi'ce.

New
Enrolment
Team

RS

@reg Basey, Obrectay, Gusudnant Services, Dave lepmn ant, and Abuw i Ra btfams, Ext. 212; Chante ABayes,

’

Godnan Adviser and Recuitinent, Ext, 210; Sessiho Lapaz, Conmpunications Assistant, Ext. 211

AS CHANGES ARE A PART OF LIFE
EVERYWHERE, Kingsway College has
seen a few this past year. Responsibilities
and experience are being passed from
Remy Guenin and Christina Lister o
Greg Busscy, Jessika Lopez, and Chante
Alleyne. We want to expeess our thanks
and appreciation for the hard work these
individuals have put in and assure them
that we will pray for their success in their
new positions.

Mr. Guenin and his €amily will be
wmaking their new home at Mz. Pisgah
Academy in North Carolina, Christina
Lister has already begun her new position
at Burman Universityin Lacombe, Alta.
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While both Mr. Guenin and Ms. Lisser
will be thoroughly missed, their devotion
and honest hard wock will be remembered.
Mr. Guenin, in the six years of working
at Kingsway College, made a lasting
impression on the hearts and minds of
all the staffand faculty, families, and
students alike, His continual involvement
and enthusiasm for Christian education
and commitment v living out a Christ-
like character was always evident in his
work ethic and engagements,

Christina, though not here as long as
Mr. Guenin, also made lasting impressions

on our staff and students. From creativiry,
school spirit, %o connections she made with

the students, Ms. Lisser always approached
the sask at hand with enthusiasm and was
ready for anything.

'We pray far God's continued guidance
and blessing on both indr'viduals as they
allow God % lead in the new chapwer of
their lives.

Kingsway College is no strange place
to Greg Bussey or Chante Alleyne, as it is
their alma maser. Greg Busscy previously
worlied at Kingsway in the capadity as
president. So, welcome back, Mr. Bussey
and Ms. Alleyne!

Kingsway College is a wonderful
school Why? Az Kingsway it is about
“service, not fame” and becanse friendships
are made that will last forever—literally.
The school’s atmosphere is such that you
can find so many Christian arwibutes not
only spoken but also implemented. God
works in such mysterious ways. We hope
that allyoungpeople who experience
Kingsway will discover that He has done
so many wonderful things in ¢he past, and
we believe and pray that God continues
to bless our collective future. He knows
exactly what needs to happen and when,
if we would just patiently rely on Him
to do so. So we ask that prayers will be
uplifted for Kingsway College,

Along with Greg Bussey and Ms.
Alleyne, we would also like %o welcome
Jessika Lopez. If you ever have the
opportunity o stop by the office, you
will likely find busy employees answering
phone calls, meeting with prospective
parents and students, as well as undcraking
a num ber of other mshs. As the enrolment
department prepares for the upcoming
aumni weelend and summer touts, we pray
that God will guide and lead in the tasks
at hand so that His work may continue %o
not only educate but also %o win hearts
for Christ, As it says in Philippians 4:13,
“For I can do everything through Christ,
who gives me swength” (NLT). We know
this o be the case in all our endeavours.

To contact the office with respect to
any enrolment inquiries, please reach out
to us directly at 905/433-1144. m

Chante Alleyne is development
coordinator at Kingsway College.

> > If you are Interested In Adventist Christlan education at Kingsway College contact the enrolment office at admissions@kdgswaycollege.on.ca. < <



mamawi atosketan native school

MANS High School Students

Take Leadership in Mission Outreach

o s
o - l. é L - a
is May, the high school students of Mamawi Atosketan Native School IMN  REMEMBRANCE R §
(MANS) took mission outreach to a new level. The school actively cultivates e
an attitude of outreach and “giving back,” starting formally in Grade 2 with Above: MANS Stadent Pralse T teads ewt ln warshlp at
kidsbaking and delivaring coohies 2o ncighboushoeods in Ponoka and Wezashiwin. N e
Theresule: this spring, students not only artended the BC Native Camp Meezing childirer's divisims daving X tistive Gump Mauting ot Part
but also led out in warsghip as a praise team at Port Hardy’s Avalon Adventist T
Academy, conducaed the children’s programs at the camp meeting, and delivered Top of the poge: On Sahuth shenean, MANS
85 blanlets to individuals on the Tsulguate Reserve. (M s iiamca the oy of @sHduting the 85
The blanke distribution was the initiative of a Grade 11 student named Hope. new bimnbats they anesed trwegh the stadant-
This past fall, secing people around her on the Maskwacis reserves who faced inspird and stude et4ad “Hepo’ Mader praject.

winter without heat in their homes, Hope decided that she wanzed so help. She
decided that distributing blankets was something she could do. Her friend agreed,
and soon the staff and other studenss devised a plan far a blanket drive to support
what became known as “Hope's Mission.”

The blanker distribution project was intended to last two months, ending in
December, but the joy Hope experienced as she witnessed the positive effects of
the effort lit a fire in Hope's heart. She continued to spearhead the blanket project
for another four months, culminating in the Tsulquate Reserve distribution. Over
the six months that Hope's Mission collected blankets, more than 200 blanken were
distributed and hundreds of people warmed by the spirit and practical outreach of
MANS students.

The studens’ woelds were expanded by their encounter with another First
Nations culture and the kindness of First Nations Adventist James Walkus, who
200k them out on the ocean in one of the boats from his fishing flect—the first
time any of the MANS stadeats had cver been on 3 power bozz.

“Everyune had to saste the water,” said high school vice-principal Mike Willing,
who helped plan and eaise funds for the trip. “No one had ever tasted salewater
before. We spent six hours on the beach” he said, observing thatthe BC experience
was “transformational for these kids.”

The students will alwayy remember their first taste of the ocean, BC Native
Campmecting, and their first view of the Rocky Mounzains. But just as imporsant
is the confidence and knowledge that Hope's Mission inspired. Hope and her
classmates hnow they can work sogether to make a difference, and nothing can
take that experience from them. B

Lynn McDowell is director of planned giving/philanthrogy and manager of The Bridge
Campaign for MamawiAtosketan Nat we School to build a high schoof building.
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“Want a closer relationship with God?
Then definitely come to PAA”

Austin Skani first learned about the Seventh-day Adventist
Church and Parkview Adventist Academy (PAA) at a very
overwhelming time in hislife. In the summer of 2013 he was
placed with his new fosser parents, Jim and Janice (Ganson)
Clark, just as they were packing to leave for Alberta campmeeting,
The three years since have allowed Austin to learn about God’s
love and acceptance through the example of his home and
school families.

The Clarks both graduated from Parkview Adventist
Academy, and so far, three of their five bialogical children have
also attended. According to Austin, “They sold me it was an
option I had, and while they wouldn'’t force me to come, they
said [ would really enjoy it.” Austin leamed more about PAA
through the tent display at campmeeting that first summer,
and hearing the positive experiences of his new family, he was
curious to scc it for himself. “I waskind of hesitant,” he says,
“but thoughz that if I tried it for a year and liked it, I could
come back. I have actually really enjoyed it. Being part of PAA
on the university campus, you get opportunities you wouldn’t
have if you were attending a regular high school.”

Austin shares his family’s love for an active lifestyle and
has gotten involved in PAA athletics. “I heard they had a good
sporss program, and thatreally interested me. I've gotten to
travel for soccer, valleyball, basketball, and flag football, as well
as participate in intramurals for Burman University and PAA”
At PAA, Austin continues to grow in his confidence, skills,
and relationships,

Sporw have pruvided a natural framework for making friends,
and Austin is glad for the connections both in and outside of
the classroom: “I've gotten to know a few alder students really
well They're good role modcls: honour roll, kind and respectful,
and athletic, %00, I am a little like them, I guess.”

Austin is one of several Fint Nations students at PAA and
describes his experience, explaining, “PAA is really cool because
of the different ethnicities and different cultures here.” The
Grade 10 student has shared a classroom with young people
tepresenting more than cight different countries and cultures,
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as well as multiple peovinces. With such a variety of values and
backgrounds at PAA, it is amazing to sec what can bring the
students together on common ground.

"At the start of the year [ didn’t really realize the importance
of the spiritual aspects of school,” Austin admits, “but once we
got to Week of Prayer, it was really nice. We got to experience
almost a youth-retreat style of program here at PAA, Chapels
are always a nice time where we can sing, worship, and hear a
devotonal. I really like that we do that once a week.”

'The regular spiritual focus along with the highlighsed
programs throughout the year led to Austin choosing baptism
at the Canada-wide Youth Summit held on campus in May.
“My baptism was extremely last minute;” he says, “but it was
somcthing [ really wanted to do. I needed Jesus in my life. Now.
It’s so nice to know that herc on campus if you ever need spiritual
help, we have multiple youth leaders, multiple pastors, and so
many people who can support you, There’s worship in every
class you mke! The Holy Spirit touched my heart here, and it
was nice to experience that for real”

Aunstn is looking forward to many things next year but mostly
the opportunity to continue growing in his faith, “Want a closer
relationship with God?” heasks, “Then definitely come to PAA,
We have everything you need to learn and grow. There will always
be something good.” m

Katelyn Rulz s the director of public relations
at Parkview Adventist Acadamy.



““How do you value
Christian education? ”?

NOVEMBER 1984. The manth that saw the beginning
of life in Canada fora family from Korea, Pastor V. Lee
and his wife, Pao, along with their three daughzers, Jan,
Nina, and Pina,* arrived in Toronto to begin a new chapser
in their lives. Pastor Lee had been hired by the Ontario
Conference as the pastor of one of our congregations.

Afaer sceding down in their new home, Pastoe Lecand
his wif e set out vo visit the local Seventh-day Adventist
schoal. They were intentional about finding the proper
schoal for their three girls, and they were goingto do
whatever wasneeded to give them the best education.
After visiting Ceawfard Adventist Academy, a K-12
school locaxd at 531 Finch Ave. W, theyimmediately
enralled their girls: Jan in grade 9 and the other two in
clementary.

Pastor Lee soon discovered that it was difficule to
keep the gitls in school; not only was it far vo drive %o
schoal each maming and get them there on time, but
also he was the only one in the family with a steady
income. His wife, Pao, a qualified nurse in her country,
soan found a kirchen seaffjob in a neacby hospizal, which
paid minimum wage. All this did not deser them from
keeping their gitls in the school. Pastor Lee said one day,
“Even if I have to ride a bicycle in the winter and live
under a sent, I will not take my children out of the
Christian environmenz of our school”

*This is a true account, bat the names of Indlviduals have been changed .

Pastar Lee and his wife decided so sell the house
they had purchased with the money they had originally
brought v Canada and instead move to alow-cost
building close vo the school. With the proceeds from
the sale of their house, he could now pay for his children’s
education at Crawfurd. When the first gitl, Jan, graduated
from Grade 12, she was sent o CUC (now Burman
University). The second gitl, Nina, did the same. By the
time Jan graduated from CUC, she was accepted at the
Loma Linda Medicsl Schoal. Ning, upan her graduation,
was accepted in the School of Dentistry at Loma Linda.

Pastor Lee and his wife decided to eelocare v California
where they could be close to their children and prowde
support to them,

In 2001, Jan graduased with a medical degree from
the Loma Linda School of Medicine. Two years laser
her sistex, Nina, graduated as a dentist fram the
Loma Linda School of Dentistry. The last gitl, Pina,
completed an Education degree at LaSierra and is
now seaching in Southern California. J an specializes
in internal medicine and is married to an ENT {ear,
nose, and throat specialist); they have practicesin
‘Washington State, Nina served as a missionary in
Thailand for five years and is now practising in Texas,
where she met and married an architect. Pina is married
v0 an educator. All three girls, along with their families,
are active members in their respective churches, They
are all amazed at what their patents did for them. They
do not know how they made it happen but are grateful
for cheit Christian education from those eacly years
until they could reach a point in their lives when they
understood how o make the right choices.

*True Education does not ignore the value of
scientific knowledge or literary acquirements;
but above information it values power; above
power, goodness; above intellectual acquire-
men, character. The world needs people of
noble character, who are controlled by steadfast
principle —E.G. White, Education, p. 225

The sacrifice that Pastor Lee made for his children, and
the resolve that he had, paid dividends in the lives of his
children. Pasvor Lee is now retired, and he and his wife
livein the Loma Linda area. The Lees visit their children
regulaely and are proud so be doang grand parents to
five grandchildren who are all areending Seventh-day
Adventist schools.

Pastor Lee’s svory could be yours two. How do
you value Adventist Chrstian education? Pastor Lee
recognizad it asan investment in his children so prepare
them for service for God here on earth and for greater
service in etemity, B

Donald Mcintyre is the Superintendent of Schools for
the Ontario Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
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“Sharing the Christ Who Cares.” What we were saying
was that the Kelowna Seventh-day Adventist Church
cxisted for this primary purpose. Everything we did asa
church, whether it was cooking schools, CHIP programs,
computer classes, preaching, or social events, focused on
this purpose for existence.

A VERY REAL CHALLENGE facing Seventh-day
Adventist churches, schools, and ocganizations today is
how to communicate effectively in a digisl society. A
well-organized online presence doesn’t just happen.
Churches and schools need to get serious about what
they are communicating (whether intentionally or
uninsntionally) and develop a communication plan
that works.!

As Seventh-day Adventists, we have an imporsant
message to communicate to a dying world. A distinctive
Christ-centred message of hope and wholeness. It’s not
only a good idea; it’s our respansibility as Christians,
The reality is that we oftentimes have a difficult time
communicating this message, not because we are not
willing but because we don’t knaw or understand how
to communicate effectively. Here are some points to

consider about developinga purposeful online presence
for churches and schools.

Identify Your Purposefor ixistanes—Your Vision

The first step in any effective communication, whether
it be online or not, is to identify the purpose for your
exissence—your vision. This ultimasely means cladifying
who you are as a church/school, why you do the things
you do, and whete you are headed. For example, when
I pastored at the Kelowna Adventist Church, we met
as a board three or four times over several months to
specifically identify a five-year vision for the church
and to come up with a ssazement of purpose that was
consistently repeated week after week—in our case,

Develop a Communication Plan

Once you have identified your putpose for existence, the
next thing you should do is develop a communication
plan that helps dewrmine what, when, and how you will
be communicaring. While a communication plan involves
numerous stages and forms of communication, for the
putpose of this article I will be exclusively focusing on
aspects that relaw to online communication.

As part of a communication plan, identify your “brand”
by developing key organizazional message points (sce
below for examples) and a visual identity (through
logos, graphics, banners, ctc.). Your organization will
start to become recognizable to individuals through the
brand you consistently put out there. Appoint someone
responsible with the role of following through with the
communication plan, Other parts of a communication
plan should include (1) what needs to be communicated,
(2) who the sarget audience is, (3) how afsen communi-
cation happens, and (4) the communication medium,
and (5) ways of measuring results.

Using Sodal Media
In today’s always “connected” culture of social media,

1 A good resource to help you get started is a periodial alled CurbAppeal,
producad by the North American Divisior's (NAD) communication department.
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mobile devicas and lighthing-fast lnrmst, more and mare
people are relyingon che always-on, always-connected
attribute of the Inseenet to connect, find, and share. In
fact, research is finding that the Internet is more than a
technology; it has become an exvension of our beains.
This reminds me of a Bible text found in Matthew
7:7, "Ask and it will be given %o you; seck and you will

find; knock and the doar will be opened %o you” (NIV).

The Intemet has become a place wobond and belong.
If that’s where coday’s society is at, if that’s where people
arc going to ask, seek, and knock, then we must find
ways to connect and provide the information that will
lead them %o Jesus,

Learning to use social media to communicase your
message well is a must in order %0 have an effective online
presence. Remember, your ocgunimtion’s reputation
hinges on the message being communicated online.
Things that are said and shared on social media can
never be taben back. 's also a good idea o createa
social media policy foridentifying guidelines that apply
20 she arganizarian’s online communication, such a3
whois permicted %o communicate on behalfofthe
organisarian. [t's impoctant v have a consisenz message

across all forms of communication.

Damain names are extremely important so the accessibility
of your website and brand of any ocganization. A good
domain name gives your organization credibility. The
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada (SDACC)

2wwwintemetiivestats.com.

Purposeful - -

chools

by Troy McQueen

and NAD have been encouraging conferences to
replace “SDA” from domain names with “Adventist”
far appraximately cight %o 10 yzars now because “SDA”
is generally misunderswood by non-Adventists and does
not cank well in search engines in connection with
Seventh-day Adventist key tecms. Several Canadian
canferences have purchased “adventist. ca” domain names
for each of their churches for consistency, better web
proence, and owerall represerearian (¢.g, airdrimdventise ca
and gardenroadadventist.ca). And since the .CA domain
represents a Canadian enity, a.CA domain name will
rank higher in Canadian search resolts, Purchasing a
cekevant .CA domain name for your church or school

is an imporsant step in developing a purposeful online
presence and building a more credible brand online.

Wabsitas and Contant

Did you know thatin 1995 there were appruximately
18,000 websites available online, and today there are
over anc billion?*

Itis eruc shatif your church oz school is noton #he
Insernet, to most people you don’t exise This is a fact
the Seventh-day Adventist Church communication and
media departments have been aware of and addressing
for many years already. That is why in 2005, the NAD
decided to offer every church and school in the NAD
a powetful and easy-to-use, mobile-friendly website
management system, free of charge, called Adventist
Church and School Connect (ACC). According to the
ACC website, the purpose and goal of providing this
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understood at all. Reread and then re-reread everything
you write, removing every unnecessaryword—less is
better. And, out of respect and love for all our members,
please be culturally sensitive.

One more thing to keep in mind about websites is
that they now need to be mobile friendly in order to
be properly loaded and viewed on the growing number
of mobile devices. In Canada alone it is estimated that
two-thirds of Canadians own a smartphone. That s
approsimately 20 million people. Mobile is huge.

| feel that we as a North

American Division are

falling short in a few areas relating to our

online presence and that we could do

more to improve. One of the areas is more
Final Thoughts

I want to add a few final thoughts about developing a
purposeful online presence before I conclude. I feel that
we as a North American Division are falling short in a
few areas relatingto our online presence and that we
could do more to improve. One of the areas is more
consistent Adventist branding across all our institution’s

consistent Adventist branding across all

our institution’s websites and social media”

technology back in 2005 was (and still is) to encourage
Seventh-day Adventist churches and schools in North
America to use the Internet to reach their communities.

The North American Division has contracted
AdventSource to provide cussomer training, support,
and marketing for Adventist Church and School
Connect for the approximately 3,600 church and
school websites.

Many people are intimidated by the word website
because it has gained a reputation from the past as being
a complicated and highly technical procedure. Well,
that is not the case anymore. With ACC'’s content
management system, you don’t have to know a website
programming language like html or php to add content
and photos to your website. You can edit pages as you
would in a word processor similar to Microsoft Word.

When writing content far your website, proofread
the final draftfor spelling mistakes (double-check
names and places), grammatical errors, and incorrect
dates before submitting. Avoid clichés such as “Ten
precious souls attended our meeting,” “the watery grave
of baptism,” and Adventist jargon such as “Our worship
services are every Sabbath,” “three angels’ messages,”
and "Sabbath school.” Also, when shortening our
denominational name, call us Adventisw rather than
SDAs. To the public, many of the Adventist terms
and abbreviations we use are misunderstood or not

websites and social media. I wish we all had a similar
and recognizable format for domain names, logos,
websites (not everyone is using Adventist Church and
School Connect), social media platforms, and signage,
just to mention a few. Maybe an organized effort from
the NAD to provide regular content (videos, graphics,
message points) and links that can be easily and quickly
shared across websites and social media would help.

Conclusion

To conclude, I am reminded of a Bible text in 1 Chronicles
12:32, which says, “from Issachar, men who understood
the times and know what Israel should do ...” (NIV). I
think this verse is very relevant to us today because the
more we can understand about online communication
technologies and the digisl society we live in, the more
effective we can be today and the more prepared we

are for the future. Remember, you are not alone when
trying to figure all this digital confusion out. If you have
questions, please contact me at the Alberta Conference,
or you can contact the Adventist Church/School
Connect office. Together we can more effectively tell
the world about Jesus. m

Troy McQueen is the communications and
IT director for the Alberta Conference.

Resourees: Curb Appeal, produced by the NAD communition department.

NAD office of Communication four-book series: Mobile Ministry by Joel J. Sam and Jason Alexis; Crisis Boot Camp by Celeste Ryan Blyden; Media
Outreach by George Johnson Jr; Soala! Media by Jason Caston

ACC signup page: www.adventistschoolconnect.org/artide/11/sign-up
ACC help page: www help.adventistchurchconnect.com

Example1: Key organizational message point about the Seventh-day Adventist Church:The Seventh-day Adventist Church is a mainstream, Protestant
denomination with nearly 20 million members worldwide. We are Bible-believing Christians who base our faith, hope, and future in Jesus Christ. Our
name comes from our belief in worshipping on the biblical seventh dayof the week and our belief that Christ will return as promised in His Holy Word.

Example2: Key organizational message point for the Alberta Conference: The Alberta Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church coordinates
the ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church throughout Alberta and the NorthwestTerritories, where every Saturday more than 11,200 members
gather for worship in more than 75 congregations. We operate 10 elementary and secondary schools and numerous community-based ministries.
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What's a Soul
Worth to You?

mmnmm@mmmmmm

of Abbatsford, discuss 2 polit of biblical treth important te tham beth.

CHRISTIANS ON FIRE FOR GOD
will go to great lengths vo win a saul to
Jesus. That's the experience Jesus covess
for a disciple of His—a disciple like
Randy Meredith fram Sutrey. He had
fallen away from a spiritual life. Severs]
years ago he was a “down and ouser” in
prison. Hefound Christ in 2009 when
a lay church member, Charles Broussan,
reconnected him with Jesus through
incessant visits, Chatles would not give
up on Randy until he umed his life over
to the Masser unreservedly. When we slip
helplessly low in life and discover only
Jesus can lift us up and out of our plight,
then deep gratitude expresses isselfin
unmitigased service for others. So it is
with Randy.

He had lnown Pat Powers for at least
20 of the 35 years the lived in Abboeford,
B.C. As closc friends, they mlked several
times aweek. He knew her to have spiritual

leanings that were engendered by early
childhood church goings, but Pat says,
“While Ienjoyed those experiences, I
quit going after [ became 18 and prewty
much put religion on the back bumer of
my life!” Not surprisingly, then, Randy's
many invitations % come v church with
him fell on deaf eats. Then, out of the
blue, she took him up on his request v
atsend his ardinarion as a deacon. One
time only,

In spite of many subsequent tries, she
would not budge until a year later, British
Columbia Conference evangelist Justis
St. Hilaire was coming %o Richmond, 25
minutes west of Randy’s Surrey home,
Ifonly I cordd get Pat to come, he mused.
He recalled it had been only four years
prior that he, too, had been baprized at
the end of a series by Justis St. Hilaire, Well,
she never respanded to his many etzmpts.
On the fourth night of the series, he pulled

out all the stops. “Pat, you have to come
with me, I'm vold it is one of the most
important messages we may hear in our
lives.” That worked. She came.

Enraptured by what she heard, so
expertly presented by the evangelist, she
accused the enemy of souls, saying, “I am
so disgussed at how you have duped me
all these yzats.” Conviction welled up in
her heart %o not miss another meeting,
Thanks o Randy, she did not. Pat was 2
long way from Richmond without a car,
and God laid it on Randy’s heart %o provide
“wheels” for her. For the next three wecks
he druve from Surtey vo Abbotsford to
pickher up, then back v Surrey to pick up
two more people, then on vo the mecting
in Richmond. Then thete was the reverse
trip home every night—a total of at lcast
300 kilometres each evening.

Such commitment s staggering, but
devution te Christ and His mission does
not count cast. It's “no tuming back” for
Paz cither. She is just goingover all the
points of faith 2 second time in Bible
studies with Tom Glatts, pastor of the
Abbotsford Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Pat is determined to seal her
decision in baptism this spring. For
sure I intend to be there.

Thete is no way Pat would have
made these decisions without the persanal
sacrifices of Randy driving over 6,000
kilometres for the entire series. Though
it was totally unexpected by one who did
not count the cost vo win his friend o
Jesus and His truth, the church took an
offering to assist Randy with some of the
axpense Now Randy is focused on winning
his brother, Lee, to the faith, He hopes
you will peay for him as he reaches out yet
again. The question, What’ 4 soul worth

to you? awaits your answer and mine. B

FrankR. McMiNer is a retired pastor
in the British Columbia Conference.
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: items in the “News” section m ay originate from various sources. The Canadian Adventist Messenger will give aredit, via a byline, (o authors of material submitted
dkectly to us for first printing. Stories without a byfine may have been written by Messenger staff, repriried from ather publieations or supplied (o us by a general pyess release.

Manitoba-Saskatchewan

Trie, from bt te right: Rexam G aple-Carks, Dal Chuys and Ludanila Dubcsac

arch 25, 2016, marked the culmina-

tion of a great deal of work by a
great many people. On that evening the
Pinchouse Drive Seventh-day Adventist
Church presented a canvam entided “Tt’s
All About Jesus” %0 a full church, While
the timing at Easter was convenient, it is
a concert that can be perfarmed at any time
of the year. The concert was performed
in Saskasoan Friday and Sunday, and in
Biggar, Sask., on the Sabbath evening
of March26.

The production crew,led by Marcos
dePaula]r. took the extra time v record
all the songs ahead of time, and a CD was
made available to all those that atsended.
This CD will be made available for sale,
but more importantly, it will become part
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of a package to give %o new and prospective
members. Many of the songs were originals
composed by Ricardo Martins, one of
the church’s many new members. Several
ladies and a few children conducted a
model small group on stage. As the
“newcomer” %o the group ashed questions,
the other ladies gave brief answers that
introduced the various songs performed
by individuals, duets, choirs, and the
congregation,

At the end Jeff Potts delivered a
brief sermonetue, which introduced his
upcoming series, The Quest for Answers:
The Passion of the Christ. This series
dovetailed nicely with the cantata and
is a springboard for the small groups will

continue after the seties is over once a

week for several weeks in church
members’ homes, After the series
is over, these small groups, made
up of church members and their
acighbours, will continue meeting
once a week,

While the performance was
uplifting and successful, one of
the most exciting party was the
involvement of the congregation.
People with hidden talents are
being discovered and are willing
%0 help in so many areas. This
cantata was really only a part of
alarge plan that includes video
production in the Holy Land,
Jeff Pott’s mini evangelistic series
—among others—and new and
exciting small group materials,
Pastor Douglas Pereira has been
tireless and inspiring as he comes
up with ways so involve everyone
in the congregation to win hearts for Christ,

This cantata will be petformed as many
as 10 times this year all over the Manitoba-
Sashawrh ewan Confrrence and has already
been presented in Regina. Ewryone—from
the background people in sound and video,
in caacrial prepararion, so the people who
sing or play inscruments and the people
who support with prayer and finances—
view their contribution as a ministry, Is it
any wonder that Pinchouse Drive church
is growing quickly and remains such an
exciting church o be a partof? m

—Rodney Eskeison,
Commissioned Media
Ministry Leader, Pinehouse
Drive Seventh-day
Adventist Church



Alberta

Music in the Park

On May 29, 2016, after laying the
ground work, a Music in the Park
eventwas held in Sylvan Lake, Alsa, Using
solar panels for power, our instruments
were plugged and ready, and we utilized
music o meet people. In particular, 2
young family indicased they were loahing
for a church to worship in. Others also
expeessed appreciation for the music.

OnJune19, 2016, we held a second
eventin Camrose, Alta,, close tothe
Kamifurano Park and Gazebo. Again the
Lord blessed, and we met five precious
individuals with whom we were able %o
share S#eps to Christand The Great Hope,
as well as praying with others.

We are so thanldful to God for the
way everything came sogether, and o the
musicians and vocalists who contributed
vo making the program a success, Special
thanks to a dear church member from Ryley
for contributing time and finances, and
to another one for donating equipment.

It is our desire to see hurting and
searching souls saved for eternity through
outreach in Albersa. Thank you for your
prayezs for our ongoing music endeavours
as wego forth w bless others and hasten
His revurn,

For more information on how you
can get invalved in future evens, please
contact Paul Dem psey at 403/392-7847

or gripen58@gmail com. m

—Paul Dempsey,
Red Deer church

Mn-udhmumddnnn-uh

Big Blessings From Little Children

s Pastor David Guzman and I were

driving to the Calgary Bridgeland
church to collect donations from Calgacy
church members for the Fort McMurray
wildfire victims, I received a call about
another possible pickup of donations,
but this time in Chessermere, aboux 25

minutes east of Calgacy.

When we arrived, a young girl was
standing on her porch with her grand-
mother surrounded by a swarm of
children’s backpacks filled with schoal
supplics. We came to find out that 12-
year-old Hailey from Chestermere Middle
School had decided that she wanted to
do something special for the children in

Fort McMurray who were affected by the
wild fire. Hailey thought it would be a
great idea because, as she puts it, “Maybe
there were some children who didn’t have
enough to afford school supplies and
backpacks.” She says, “I wanted so help
them in some possible way”

As Paswor Guzman loaded up the
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Edith Fitch Passes Away

August 2016

dith Margaret Fitch was born in Red

Deer, Alta,, on Oct, 25, 1932, %o
George and Madge Fitch and passed w0
her rest early Wednesday moming May
25, 2016, in Lacombe, Alta, She had an
alder brother, Earl, and a younger brother
and sister, Victor and Alice. She was
predeceased by her parents and Earl.

Atage six she was diagnosed with a
profound hearing loss inherleft ear and
mild vo severe Joss in her right. Neither
resources nor technology were available vo
correct it, so she went about the business
of life. As a child she leaned o lip-read
to compensate for her hearing loss.

Edith graduaaed from Canadian Union
College High School in 1950 and then
toak a one-year novmal course in Calgary,
Alta. She began teachingin a one-room
schoal north of Rocky Mountain House,
Alza, atage 18. Her teaching carcer spanned
41 years; cight in public schools in the
Rocky Mounin House School Division
and 33 in the Adventist education system
at Burlingame, Calif; Windsor, Ont.;
Calgary, Alw.; andthelast 28 years at
College Heights Christian School in
Lacombe, Alta. She sock time off from
teaching and completed a bachelor’s
degree at Walla Walla Universicy in
1965. She cetired in 1993.

Edith received several honours,

inclnding a Zapara Excellence in Teaching

ADRA trailer, we couldn’t help but think
of how God sometimes uses small people
to do big things. With a huge smile on
his face, he said, “It’s amazing to sce the
dedication and creativity in youth of soday.
Praise God!”

Although Alberta suffered a devastaring
disaster, this time involving fire, it has
been amazing %o see the human spirit
of generwsity and benevolence being
poured out to help our cammunity in
Fort McMurray. B

—Llyle Notice, Associate
Youth Director, ACS and
Disaster Response Director,
Alberta Conference

Photu feft: Halley, frem Ovastarmare M@0 Stheal,
and Oevid Ouzmm, paster of the Fert My dwoh.

Award, and The Alumnus of the Year and
Outstanding Volunteer Award, both from
CUC, now Burman University. After
retiring, she volunwered over 20,000
houtsin the Burman University archives,
named in 2015 Edith Fitch Department
of Archives, and several thousand hours
scanning Alberta Conference documens.
Among her many writings are two books
on herlife dealingwith her deafniess, as
well as numerous articks for the women'’s
dcvodonal books. While teaching Grade
4 at College Heights Christian School,
she developed supplementary materials
for cach of the four cycles of the Grades
1-4 Bible curriculum for her class. The
mamerial was laser field teswed and adopeed
by the K-12 Board of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada for use in
all of the Adventist schools in Canada.
The supplemensery maserial tosalled
almost 800 pages.

The life of Edith Fitch was lived
with deep commitment %o her Lord
and Saviour, conviction of her beliefs,
compassion for others, generosity toward
many needs, atention to detail, and always
a willingness %o help. These are but a few
of the aributes that matked her full

and sazisfyinglife. m

—Victor Fitch,
College Heights church



British Columbia

British Columbia Conference Elects

New Vice-President for Finance/Treasurer

On Junec9,2016,Jeff Klam accepwed
the call %0 serve as the vice-president
for finance (treasurer) of the British
Columbia Conference, The British
Calumbia Canfrrence Board of Directors
{BOD) vowed %0 exrend the invitation on
Sunday, June 5. Klam will replace Michael
Wixwat, who served the BC Conference
for over 10 years before accepting a call
%0 serve as treasurer for the Middle East
and North Africa Union, based in
Beirut, Lebanon,

“After a careful and prayerful selection
process, the BC Conéerence Search
Committee interviewed Jeff Klam

AFCOE To Go

Thc small town of Cresson, B.C.,

was recently blessed with a powerful
weelend of cvangelism training. Amazing
Facts Miniswies Canada (AFM)* sponsored
the firssk AFCOE To Go at a church in
Canada! Amazing Facts Centre of
Evangelism (AFCOE) is an evangelistic
trining program based our of Sacramento,
Calif. There were 80 participanss, about
half from the local churches and the rest
from different cities across Canada.

personally and was impressed by his
positive and willing spirit of service, as
well as his experience of over 10 years in
treasury. This resulted in a unanimous
tecammendation %o the BOD to extend
an offer, We warmly welcome Jeff as our
new Treasurer,’ says Wesley Toeres, president
of the BC Conference.

Ern Brake, vice-president for adminis-
tration (executive secretary), adds, “We
are looking farward o having Jeff in our
team as we sogether support our churches
and schools to fulfill God’s commission
in our territory.” Mark Jahnson, president
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Canada (SDACC), affirms, “I am certain
that Jeff will bring his considerable salents
and eneigy o this position and will be
an effective treasurer for the British
Columbia Conference.”

Bomn in Canada, Jeff moved with his
€amily vo the United States when he was
in grade school. He carries the “Treasury
DNA” in his blood, as his father, Notman
Klam, served as treasurer of several
conferences and unions within the
North American Division, including
the SDACC.

Jeff earned a bachelor’s degree in businen
adminisaration with a concentration in
management from Walla Walla College,

This event began with a prayerful
group of five people. They are on fire for
God and working on planting a church
in their community of Invermere, B.C.[
was on the hunt for cvangelism resources
and training on giving Bible studies,
when my wife queried, “What about
Amazing Facts Ministries and AFCOE?”
AFM’s headquarwers is in Cresvon, so
they are a great resource for our churches.
I'brought this idea %o Pasvor Harnisch,

Not to be confused with Adventist Frontier Missions {AFM).

now Walla Walla University. He cantinued
his studies at Andrews University and
carned a Master of Businezs Adminisarazion
degree. Following that, he world for a
short time as a business intern/assistant
manager of the Sacramento Adventist
Book Centre (Pacific Press Publishing
Assodarion) before starting at the Northern
California Conference (NCC),

Klam served as the assistent treasurer
of the NCC from October 2006 until
January 2014, when he was invited %o
serve as associate treasurer and direcvor
of Risk Management, helping schools and
churches with loss prevention programs
andother saf ety provocols. He is well
versed in sechnology and has demonstrazed
practical abilities in dealing with church
finances,

Jeffexpressed hishappinessand
desire %0 be back in Canada and is
“excited about the new adventures,
challenges, and blessings that are waiting
in British Columbia.”

Jeff is married vo Telma, with whom
he has two young children, Joshua and
Gianna, In his spare time he enjoys
playing guitar and golfing, along with
being a big hockey fan. Jeff and his
family are expecwed o arrive in time

for campmeeting in July. m

the VP for AFM, and proposed a Ginancial
partnership vo bring AFCOE To Go wo
Cresvon., To my delight, he shared that
AFM would be able w fully sponsar this
event as long as every church in Canada
had the opportunity to ateend. [ gratefully
praised God for Pastor Harn'isch and
AFM’s willingness vo support this valuable
maining.

The training team emphasized that
the only method vo do evangelism is
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“Christ’s method.” Every believer is called
to be a disciple of Christ; no one is off the
hook! We were blessed to have sessions on
working with Muslims. It was a privilege
to have a testimony from a man who was
previously a Muslim but is now part of
the Seventh-day Adventise Church.
Willy Lumbanraja, a participant from
Taronto, shared, “I previously had very
negative views about Muslims, but through
trainings lik< this [ now have a positive
oudook. The cost of coming to Creston

church that has youth should be diligent
to include them in the wock of evangelism;
they are part of the “royal line” and have
a mighty work to do for our King. Kiera
Weimer, a Grade 11 student from Arm-
strong, shared that this training has her
“learn more about how to relaze to other
people,and how to share thegospel with
them.” She says, “I don't want to be a
‘woodpecker’ but a friend.” In result of
this training, Kiera has already signed up
for a four-month @aining with AFCOE

accomplish. All He needs is for us to be
open and willing.” Vina is excited to seart
going door to door in her community,
something she has never done before.
This training was very informative,
inspiring, and uplifting, We want to extend
our sincere gratitude to the entire AFM
team as well as the AFCOE seam and
guest presenters, We are eager to see the
ripple effect this training will have in
our cammunities. May we all continue
to follow Christ’s great commission.

is nothing compared to whatI am getting
here. I have two Bible studies goingon
right now, and this material will really help
me.” These presentations really opened
our cyes to the unique opportunity that
the Seventh-day Adventist Church has to
reach the Muslim populadion.

We were really delighted to see several
youth attend this training as well, Every

this summer,

So, this ssarecd with a small group
from Invermere having a need for some
evangelism eraining, Well, they got it! They
are energized and excited to continue
“cvangeliving” in their community. Vina
Halford, one of the members from
Invermere, shares, “I know nothing is
too small for God to care about and

Share Your Faith

hare Your Faith was the theme of the

East Kootenay Camp meeting, which
had a good group from both Eastand
West Kootenays, Idaho, and Monwmna
The weckend began with a powerful
message from Wesley Torres, president
of the British Columbia Seventh-day

> > SDACCREVOLVING FUND REPORT:
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Adventist Conference, He reminded
everyone that "when God calls, He equips,
and that the Lord brought us here for a
ecason—to share our €aith” Torres vook us
through 2 Kings and the svory of Naaman'’s
servant gitl. This young woman had all
the reasons in the world to hase Naaman,

For more information about Amazing
Facts Miniswies’ training and spreading
of the Good News in Canada, or for
questions about AFCOE, go to www.
amazingfactsministries.com. W

—Josue and Tammy Molina,
pastoral couple of
Cranbrook and Creston
churches, and Invermere
small group

but likely thanks to her upbringing, she
had a heart of compassion and chose to
share her faith. The message had great
emphasis on our homes beingour firse
aission field. Foundations are laid in the
home that determine the future of each
member of that household.

Asof June 30,2016, there were 431 depasitors with a total deposit

of $29,738,910. There were 89 loans with a value of $26,053,930.
For more information or to make a depasit, contact Girly Quiambao—quiambao.gidy@adventist.a; 905/433- 0011.



Sabbath marningl.camar McCraig,
pastar, facilisated a lively Sabbath school
lessan study, followed by an inspiring
mission repart from Johann Harnisch
about his recent five months in Tanzania,
For the past several years we have been
incredibly blessed to have a talensed
orchestra play the music for all the song
services, and this year was no different.
Tarres shared a maving persanal testimany
for the church service. Agpin he challenged
us with statements thaz left the brain
stirring: “When we get too comfortable,
sometimes we can get complacent.” Toeres’s
afternoan program gave excellent ideas
on cvangelism, specifically friendship
evangelism. It is suggested that a new
member needs %o have six or more
relationships eswahlish in the church in
order for them %o remain active! When
a friend or neighbaur is going through
a crisis, there arc ofsen two aspects:
danger, which God will take care of, and
an gpportunity for you vo share your faith,

The campmecting commiree changed
theregular program around and imrrodiced
two new components, First, the newly
implemented afeernoon outreach activity
that brought participants so nearby
communities put what they had been
hearing about  practice. They had the
chance vo shate their faith by gaing door
%o doar and inviting the nearby neighbours
v a musical concert that evening, as well
as offer Bible studies. It was awesome o
scc that half of thase who parti'cipated in

mpmanting.
this activity were youth—so inspining!
A talented group of two sew of siblings
from Missouri, 4His Glory, who were the
musical guesss of the weekend, presensed
a beautiful concert Sabbath evening, The
afternoan outreach act1'vity was it pactful,
as we had just over 30 visisors (holding
no church membership) amend the coneare

! i

G&mnm-mﬁ-u,mdmmmu

Many thanks vo all who participated
in the program and warbed so hard so
prepare for this special weekend! We
were all richly blessed by the messages,
music, outreach, and fellowship. m

—Josue Molina,
Pastor, Creston and
Cranbrook churches
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Equipping Health Leaders to Reach Qut
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SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Sponsored by the Health Ministries Department of the North American Division
and Health Ministries, The Seventh-day Adventist Churchin Canada

CHOOSE FULL

LIFE

TELL THE

WORLD

NAD Health Summit - Canada

September 28 - October 2, 2016
Camp Hope, British Columbia
For more information, visit www.NADhealthsummit.com

August 2016

1



42

SOUTH SIDE

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

The South Side Christian Scheel family cxists te show
children Jesus, nurr{ure their love for Him and others,
feach them te think, and em power them te scrve.
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H Announcements

PROCESS:

«All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notiees, birth announcemens,
weddings, anniversarles,
obltuaries, and tributes) shonld
be emalled to Aimee Perez
(perezaimee@adventis .ca)
or faxed to her atéentlon at
905/4330982.

s Every individual named in
the annorincement must be
aware of the submissionand
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

+ Obltuarles must be submitsed
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased.T e forms (both
printable and elec ronically
submitable) are avallableat
www.adventist.a/messenge.

« The Messenger assumes na
liabllity for typographical
errors or responsibliity for
inaccuracles orlginating In
submitted material.

« For more Information about
Messenger announcement
palicles, go o www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click*Writers’
Guldelines®then click
“annovincements.”

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Brennen @anales was baptized in
Langley, B.C, on April23, 2016, by
Jorge Tenorio. Brennan is a wanderfu]
young gentleman who recetved Bible
studies from Leser Larcasan. He is
now a member of the Maple Ridge
church.

Abdlel Sosa was baprized in Maple
Ridge, B.C.,0n April30, 2016, by
Jarge Tenoria. Abdicl's dad, Josuc,
and Pastor Tenorio gave him Bible
studies. He is a very devoeed Chrigian.
He is now a member of the Maple
Ridgechurch.

MARITIME

Harold Mallman was ba [
Halifar, N.S., on May 21, 2016, by
Kevin Seotr. Haruld gave a short
sestimony just before his baptism
about how the Lord had beaught

him through very difficult times and
had physically healed him. He isa
chef at a Salvation Army centre and
brought many mea % the cvangelistic
series, one of whom was baptized, with
athers recelving further Bible studies
He is now a member of the Halifax
church.

B Anniversaries

Andy and Betty Fritx of Kelowna,
BC., celebrated their 60* wedding
aoniversary on April 23, 2016, with

@amily and friends. The Fritzeshave
Irwin Fritz, Wendy Fritz, and
Gordon Frits; seven grandehildren;
and cight great-grandchildren.

H Obituaries

Napoison Cabatic was bom on
Sept. 15,1940, in Alcala, Philippines,
and died on April 9, 2016, in Kelowna,
B.C. He loved to sing and performed
for many evangelistic me
lndudlngltlc Written (USA). He
was alwap dedisaxcd to misdons and
could hardly wait for Jems' return,
Napoleon is predeceased by his son,
Paul Cabatic. Susviving; wife, Daccoc
{née Hartwig) Cabatic; son, Bryan
Cabatic of Shoeellne, Wash ; stepson,
Gleo {Martina) Pedcrsan o f Surrcy,
B.C.; daughaer, Chondra (Mario)
Chavez of Pagserson, Calif;; step-
daughwer, Marina (Wally) Ganz of
Haope, B.C;; and two grandchildren.

Quentin Avery Covey was bam on
Jan. 18, 1920, in Hatbour, N.S,, and
died on May 1, 2016, in Willlams
Lake, B.C. He was a Wadd Wars I
vereran, faithful member of the
Dartmouth church, and served in
many areas, including as Pathfinder
(cader and deason. Afecr retining,
hevolunwered in many churches
throughout the Maritimes and
Newfoundland Surviving: wife,
Marguerite Covey; dghwen, Marion
(Raymand) Betz of Postland, Oxc.,
and Shidey (Cameroa) Johasson of
Williams Lake, B.C; six grandchflden
and four great-grandchildrea,

Lilty Ellen {n és Dunn) @urtis was
bom on April 6, 1926, in Kynoch,
Oat., and died on Feb. § 2016, in
Oshawa, Oat. She was a member of
Callege Park clmrch for over60yean.
After raising five childrea while
working as an obstetrics nurse,

Ellen volunteered with the church’s
eommunity servises ceatre, Lilly is
predeceased by her hudand, Roy
Curtis; parents, Robertand Mary
Dunn; brothess, Lealic Duna, Robert

Dunn, and Cliffard Dunn; and
sister, Gladys Fenvon. Surviving: saq,
Cliffard (Flora) Curtis of Oshawa;
daughsers, Elaine {George) Sitdinger
of Oshawa; Mary Lou (John) Toop
of Oshawa; Sheila (Colin) Hill of
Lacombe, Alsa, and Sandra (Aschie)
Palinks of Ochawa; brother, Raymond
Dunn of Toroato, Ont.; 12 grand-

Robinson V. Kolplial was bom
on Aug. 30, 1923, in Pralsasa Puram,
Cheonai, India, and died on Apsil 27,
2016, in Halifar, N.S. He served as

a high school pencipal in Adventise
schoals in India. Robinsaa is prede-
ceased by his son, Michael Kollpillal;
daugber, S usan Kollpillai; parense,
Joshia Koilpillal; and sister, Ellen
Thomas. S s wife, Helen

Koil pillai of Halifax; son, Chris
(Anuradha) Kolpillai of Halifax;
beathers, Sam Koilpillaf and Jahnsan
Koilpillai of Hasur, (ndia, Arthur
Koilpillai of Brampwoa, Ont ; sister,
Hepzibah Henry of Hosur; and

Larry Maxwell L ush was born on
May 19, 1941, in Middle @roak,
Nfld.,anddied onApril 4,2016,

in Comer Broak, Nfld. He wodked
as a colparteur in his early yeans,
encouraged his amily in attending
church, and loved the Lard all his
life. Heis predeceased by his parenss,
Martin and Lush. Surviving:
wife, Alice Lush; sans, John {Claudia)
Lush of Deer Lake, Nfld.; daughsers,
Glenda {Chris) Goss of Edmonton,
Alra, Leah (Ramsay) Smallwood of
Bay Roberts, Nfld., Sanya (Wade)
Rubia of St. Judes, Nfld, Jody (Esne)
Pyik of Fort McMuuray, Alra; brothes,
Martin Lush of Gloversown, Nfid.;
sister, Niwa (Freeman) Anstey of
Deer Labe; and scven grandchildeea,

Amolf Rattay was borm on March
4,1933, in Zwickau, Germaay, and
diedon April20, 2016, in Willlams
Lake, B.C. He was a member of the
and positive outlook on life are
greatly missed, He loved the Lord
andreadiogtheBiblewithallhis
heart, Amolf is predecuudbyhis

Paula Rateay; brother, Gunser Raruay.
Surviving: wife, Marylin Rarvay; son,
Dean {Hridi) Rarvay of Williams
Lake; beother, Horst (Helga) Rattay
of Numbesg, Gemmay; sister, Betty
(Siegfried) Dreachsal of Nurnberg,

Oonna M. {née Franidin) Russell
was bornon Jan. 1, 1934, in Grove
City, Ohio, and disd on May 2,2016,
in Oshawa, Ont. She taught at Oshawa
Missionary College for one % two
years and also worlsed as a nusse at
Baunsoa Hospital Donnaled outin

children’s Sabbath achoal divisions,
asa Pathfinder counselar, and asa
registered mansc and scacher at
KetteringMedical Centre. She is
predeceased by her parents, John
Meclvin and Nell €canklio; and
heather, Bob Eranklin. Surviving:
husband, Robert Russell; son, Greg
Russcll; daughscr, Scphanic Burscy;
and one granddaughser

Diamn{née Raginski)2schey
wasborn an Oct. 20, 1953, in Shoal
Lale, Man., and died on Oct. 15, 2015,
in Necpawa, Man. Dianc was a truc
Garmer’s wife for ycars, working side
by side with her beloved husband,
MchI. ﬂu was dedisated, with

with her husband in many countries,
aharing the gospel message Diane
is predecmed by her Gther, Tony
: husbaod,
Mecill Zachary; motheg, Sophic
of Exicksoq, Man.; and
brother, Delmar Raginski,

M Tribute

Robinson V. Kollpilial, 1923-2016

Robinson Koilpillai was a veacher and
principal in Advenrise high schoals in
India. After immigrating to Camada,
hewas Canadian Human Rights
eommissionct, chainman of the
Naftional Awociation of Canadmns
of Origins in India, and chairman

of other organizations for which he
cvceived the Ordar of Camada in 1996,

B Advertisements

AdvewtistDating.com. We help
Adveatists mamry Adveatists, Our
wibsite was cocamdy rebooted; all
prafiles are current. L et your single
fricnds and family know about
AdvamminDaring com taday. (10/16)

PropertyforSale: 140acres 11
miles from Saithers, B.C., bordced
by Caalmine Rd. and Telkwa River.
Ideal for homesteading off the grid.
Mixed forest, aarural scattered
meadows, rich tiver botvom sofl, creek,
and wide biodiversity of wildlife.
Non-ALRland; raesfor 2016
$1356.17. Price $299,000. Phone
250/847-2007 for (nformation. (8/16)

Authors of eoakboale, health
books, children’s chapver and picture
baoks, call 800/367-1844foryaur
Jfee evaluation, We publish all book
farmam, distdbue to over 39,000
bookstores in 220 counrrics. Find
our »aw titles at your [ocal ABC or
www.TEACHServices.com—used
SDA books at www.LNFBoaks.eom.
(7/16)
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B Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

2 All advertising should
be submitted with local
conferense approval.

. Payment mustaccompany
your ad, or it will not be
published.

» The Messenger assumes
no respons|billty for typo-
raphical errors, nor llabliity
rthe advertisements.
Acceptance of ads does not
nstitute endorsement of
the products ar services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church In Ganada.

RATES:

For ads retes, sizes, desd-
lines, and erore, visit:
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

ChubAdvamdst. aam is a 16-year-old
Adventist online cammunity, one of
the aldest Adventist gatherings on the
Invemct and the unofficial worldwide
Adventst anline farum. (10/16)

Centunzy

—

CENTURY 21 ADVANTAGE
905, 4747 - 67th St., Red Deer, ABTAN 6H3

Jon:  403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

www.realestaleinreddeer.com
Fax: 1.888.530.8784

Email: jon@redlestateinreddeer.com
denise@realestateinreddeer.com

Kaunl VacsGon Condos—Enjoy
our “Hawaiian Planwtion—sryle”
sondos. Full kitchens, 2-minute
wall/beach. Relax, rejuvenase,
explore the beauciful “Garden Ide™..
carth’s paradise! Resore inclndes 3
poals/hot spas, picnic/grilling arcas,
fiee WiFi/parking, activity coaclerge,
S minutes to church, walking distan ec
to restaurants/shaops/local entervain-
ment/hiking/parks/all amenities. 15
minuses from Lihue airport. Cantact
Lyle/Vivian, Email: Lylc ot Vivian at
thegoodlife@litdelooa.ca 888/301-
3338, Vicw/boak aalioc ar: wwwaic
bob.ca/ roama/11875979 (King/bed),
www.airbnb.ca/rooms/11886149
{Qucea/ bed), ww.airbnbee/rooms/
12019678 (2double/beds). {11/16)

Ase you & starter or beginner
nonprofit or business in need

of astisance ? We can help you.
Speak the Words Communlrations
affers support in several arcas: web
copy writing, acwaletter setup and
maintenance, fundralsing (eers/
infammariamal haadouts, socal media
promatian, and cranscripdan, Contact
Alesandra for more infarmation:
alanda@ rds.cam,
647/761-2323 (8/16)

AEALTOR
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Jon and Denise Nichols
ASSOCIATE BROKER & AGENT

GEORGE’S
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your FREE book of GE(
all legal@adventist.ca, o
ENGLISH or FRENCH.

> N

Intsmational Mission Outreach
rans poverty and disaster relief,
education and cvaqgrlism projects
in four eountrics. Find out how you
can help. Order a schoal kit complese
with a special mem: Notcboaks with
Afrisan sover design; $10 each
Proceeds will help sponsor a child’s
sducation in Ghaoa Email:
imematianalmisionoutreach
@gmilomn. (8/16)

Maul Vaceton Condo: cclaxing
and affordable. Only a 3-min. walk
%0 the beach! 1-bdrm w/king bed.
Clean, camfarrable, well-mainmainsd.
Sleeps 4. Fully farnished kiechen,
washer/dryer, and more! Frev patking,
Wt-H, and calls to Canada/US.!
Friendly Kihei SD Achurch nearby.
Viar't us at wwwirbocom/62799.
Email: mauivissal 125 @gmail com
or call Mark 909/800-9841 (USA).
(12/16)

Remnant Publications has

the parfect study Blble thar

will ecnhance personal devotions for
both adul and children. We can
also provide you with sharing boak,
pockeboake, and DVDs o helpyou
reach your cammunicy with the

Y our Shuswap conncction
[or 1cal cstate

gospel. Visit your ABC, or www.
wmnantpublisations e ar eall
800/423-1319 fora frec caralog.
(7117)

Union Collego secln a Seventh-
The ideal eandidas will have clinies]
cxpericnce in Family Practiec and
Emergency Medicine. An appropriase
master’s degree is esscntial; priar
teaching expedicnce is desired but
not necessary. Sart dateJune 1, 2017.
Send CV and referenecs 3o Jodi
Chewakia, jochcwak @ucallege.edu.
(8/16)

Home-based businesses are the
new norm. This health-related home
business has impeaved oxrworld and
the wadd, simultancously. If you're

for a Anancial boost and/or
betser consider joining me or
juse wsing the products ... I'd love to
work with you, either wayl Produst
info: www.mannamotion.com/Life
Eahacecrs. Contact Vivian: thegood
life@littleloon.ca 888/301-3338.
(11/16)
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LIFESTYLES

Independencly Owmed & (Iperascd office

Reallor &
Cell: 250-833-5153

Office: 250-832-6060
Email: rwpilon@gmail.com

361 Ross SC NI, Box 869, Sulmaon A BC VILANG

vailable in electronic format at wy

sE'STREE,
call 905-433-001 [, ext. 2078,
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Svstem Includes Recorder & IPTV
High Definition and DVR

Connect to any TV » Record your favorite shows ¢ IPTV

chetrthe Spirel  Complete Watch available PTV Channels via Internet - FREE

erlosting Satellite System Please ask us about
el Includes 36 inCh INTERNET Channels

Satellite Dish
Only $299 \/

Plus shipping ($CAN)
JGAdventist Channels g Treibseniia

Plus more than 80 othe r FREE Christian Channels and News Channels plus Shlpplng ($CAN)
©IABN Pedie/ (GEEN _ﬂD ey A OWEY T4 34BN e BNe R @ camsNior  edem Qi

8 6 6 5 5 2 6 8 8 2 The #1 choice for Adventist satellite programming for more than 10 Years!

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
No Credit Checks
FREE Install Kit

Adventist Satellite « 8801 Washington Blvd, Suite 101 « Roseville, (A 95678 AVAA advent|5ts at com

H 1 A C H Your Support Helps Provide Orphans With...
e p US RE e Home and Family e Education and Guidance
e Food and Clothing e Security and Protection

(YIS @ st ilefass P SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY:!

O Yes! | will sponsor a child for 525 per month
—Boy __Girl _ No Preference

O | do not wish to sponsor a child, but | would
like to make a donationofS___ tothe
__Joy Fund __Greatest Need __ Other

Name

Street

City Prov. PC
Phone Email

TO DONATE, CALL: 905.925.1628
REAC H Canada TO SPONSOR A CHILD, CALL: 301.879.4939

(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

We need your support to reach orphaned children [ ] gilALClHN ggnaa‘g' 30(;‘ 70%9' 13%5;;231565;8-5 Whitby,
. , Lanada = one; J .

around the world, and give them the help they so 0 Canada Tax Exempt #89503 4189 RROO1

desperately need. www.reach.org » info@reachcanada.org
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from the editor

August 2016

ON ONE OF MY FAVOURITE ONLINE FORUMS, an older gentleman
spoke about how he had missed an opportunity to be a better witness o
an acquaintance, A young man painfully ceflected %0 me on how his parents
had instructed him to smile when leaving home o be a better witness to
their neighbours. And a stylishly dressed woman once said that when she
was around scens, she dressed as if she was in the late 19th century in
order 0 be a beteer witness. I, and libely many, have heard and pethaps
even made similar comments. However, I believe that witnessing is not
something we go out of our way v do; it is something we are.

I mainmain that if we are pretending o behave in a cermin way, we are
not witnesses but simply actors. I cannot imagine Christ faking events v
witness to people around him. He did what h e did because of who He
was. So ofeen, ateempts ta silently witness through behaviour are actually
attempts %o portray an imaginary higher standard. In my opinion, a much
berser approach is s show the reality of our Christian experience.

There is only one way known wayto get new heatt. Psalm 51:10-13
says, “Create in me a clean beart, Q God; and rencw a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and sake not thy holy spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with
thy free spitit, Then Iwill teach transgressors #hy ways; and sinners shall
be converted unto thee”

I hnow people who have given money to a single mom so she could
buy her children presents at Christmastime. This silent action had such a
tremendous impact on this once-young family. Such acts of generosity are
not something you would hear about or read in the pages of the Masenger.
The true witness is displayed without regard to cecognition ar compensation,
but to help the wounded and weary with no strings attached. Today thae
whole family is making a significant difference for Christ

Pleasc join me in starting off each motning with this prayer: “Lord,
create in me a clean heatt and a right spirit today” m

v

Stan Jensen,editor
Canadian Adventist Messenger

PS.: If you agree or disagree, please let me know at Jensen.stan@advent|st.ca.




“Those who loved you and were

helped by you, will retmnember you....”
Charles Spurgeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca or call 905-433-0011, ext. 2078
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Chris Holland N\
Director [ Speaker \

W ATC H ON CIV AT 11:00 AM
nationwide Saturday mornings
or on the following networks (check your local cable provider for channel numbers):

The Miracle Channel Wednesdays at 7:30 pm ET

3ABN Sundays at 9:00 pm ET; Fridays at 11:30am ET ritis
The Hope Channel Mondays at 3:00 pm ET I’Ii.'tm?ﬂl(?a

Also can be seen on Vertical TV, and Yes TV check local lisfiﬁgs for the fimes in your area
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