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he a r t  t o  he a r t  

'' Now when they saw the boldness 

of Peter and John, and perceived that 

they were uneducated, common 

men, they were astonished. And 

they recognized that they had been 

with Jesus. ''-Acts 4:13, ESV 

"And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 

with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs:' 

Witness 
love reading about the early chmch, don't you? Sometimes I rry to 
imagine what it might have been like co be there. The words cou.rage, 
enetgy, simplicity, and witness come co mind. Make no mistake about 

it: The early Christians weren't focused on maintaining the status quo. 
They were Lmashamedly committed co sharing their faith. 

-Mark 16:20, ESV 

I strongly believe that roday our focus muse return co sharing our 
faith. This is about Jesus, nor me or you. Bur in another sense, it is about 
us as well. You see, if each one of us was to decidedly use the year 2017 
co lead one person co Jesus and invite that person to worship with us in 
the Adventist congregation that we attend, what would the church be 
like? It would be transformed. 

As I read the rwo texts of Scripmre, I see an emphasis on our wimess. 
\VIc have a story co cell. lr muse be a story of our own transformation. 
A srory of new habirs, a pleasant persona, a life offairh between the 
weekends. 

Never before has the church been as richly blessed with witness tools 
as it is today. Bibles are plentiful. Websires suggest approaches. There is 
online training and training in local churches. All of these are incredible 
resources char ought to be pm co use . And what we discover we need to 
pur into practice. 

And then l think of the wonde1ful resource we have in it is Written 
Canada. This excellent cool goes behind locked doors. lr bridges the gap 
benveen various technologies. It is a rich resource. I'm blessed as I listen 
to the presentations of speaker Chris Holland. 

Will you join me in leading someone co jesus in 20 17> And point 
rhem toward it is 1-0·itten. It will encourage and insuucr as people 
follow Christ. • 

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. 
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It seems as though my Involvement with 
Mamawi Atosketan was simply inevitable. 
When I was one-year old and my brother a 
Httle older, the ccut awarded us In a custody 
battle to my palemal �·Nan was 
Mohawk. bam on the Tyendanaga Reserve, 
6ving in Toronto and manied to my Poppa. an 
o;bway Indian. She sacrifiCed a fUI pension 
to stay home and mother us. Together, they 
taq1t me about love. family and sacrtfice. 
but mostly about love. She chose us. 

I spent my teenage years going to school and 
flying back and forth to the Arctic to  work In 
construction. My father saw that I was lost and 
told me he would send me to at'rf university in 
the wor1d if I would go. Beach Boys were ooo1 
back then so I chose Caifomla. and he chose 
Pacific Union College, an Adventist university. 

The Canadian dollar was at an al-time low. 
My dad had to move into a tiny Httle rental to 
keep up with tuition. Knowing his sacrifice so 
that I could be the first In my clan to attend a 
school of higler learning, I worked hard and 
graduated near the top d my class. I was so 
impressed with the Adventist School System 
that when my son was d age, I sent tim to 
a Canacian Adventist uriversity. He Is at the 
moment flying across Canada. interviewing 
for a residency in emergency medicine. 

My life has taught me a few rues 
that I have written In stone: 

Low the children-all chilchn-ENen 
when doing so requires sacrifioe. 

Wit give 8\lefYthlng we can to our 
kids, but sometimes it's notal good; 
sometimes they need additional help. 
For me and my son. the Adventist 
School system was that help. 

From those to whom mx:h Is 
given, much Is expected. 

I have extremely high expectations for the 
children of MANS. I believe In them. I know 
them. I know what happens when we choose 
children, sacrific:e for. and educate them. I 
�now who they wil become. They wil lead 
the next generation and teach them their own 
ijfe lessons. Gratitude wll guide their lives. 

Watch f« Larry's inspiring story of faith and 
God's faithfunss In the February Issue of 
the Messenger. 

THE 

t I 
MAMA WI ATOeKETAN 
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Rl-1\ ., ) I( f.. LAUPEI' They were enjoying their sponta­
neous conversation in the church parking lor, discovering simi­
lar interesrs and experiences. Rick knew he didn't want the 
conversation to end. 

"Do you want to ride together sometime?" he asked, inviting 
her on a cycling adventure. 

Lauren cocked her head, regarding him. "W here would we 
go?" she asked. 

More than 10 years later, her question has been answered with 
one cycling adventure after another. Rick and Lauren Wiegel, 
together, have taken on cycling routes all over rhe world. In the 
autumn of20 16, they rook on a different kind of rome altogether. 

"I first heard about 25,000 Spins in an email from AORA 
International:' exphined Rick. The fund raising event invited 
participants to cackle Big Sur, a stretch of desert mountains on 
the rocky Pacific coast in California. W hile tackling rhe terrain, 
the cyclists would also tackle the issue of child poverty by raising 
money for their ride. 

Rick and Lauren were immediately intrigued. They learned 
from the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (AD RA) 
International that the money raised would go towards a school 
in Lebanon for Syrian refugee d1ildren. 

"We resonated with the project because we've worked with 
refugees getting established in Canada:· said Rick. "!liked the 
idea of l1elping refugees in Lebanon, especially the kids." 

Rick and Lauren signed on for the adventure. 
"Every summer we love to do something epic;' said Lauren. 

"This ride seemed to be more meaningful. it brought a purpose 
ro our ride." 

"We're great ADRA fans. You know the quote, 'Preach the 
gospel. and if necessary, use words.' Helping others is a part of 
our faith. We're co be the hands and feet of Jesus:' shared Rick. 
"This ride down Big Sur was a combinarion of our love for 
ADRA and cycling." 
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The ride itself was nothing short of epic. A gruelling 240 
kilometres in length, it hugged rhc mountainous coastline, casting 
the cyclisrs up one .hill rhen down, then up again. On rhe second 
day alone, they rode over l 00 kilometres, climbing more than 
2,134 kilometres (7,000 feet) in elevation. 

"Ir was 1 oo· Fahrenheit (38 'C). with nor a breath of wind," 
Lauren said, shaking her head. 

"Bur everyone was in good spirits:' countered Rick. «We 
really had a great rime. The scenery was breathtaking. ln spite 
of the hear, it was beautiful." 

The group that Rick and Lauren rode with reached their 
fund raising goal. This amount was enough co enable the school 
in Lebanon to continue to meet the needs of the children. 

"It makes us feel awesome to be a parr of it," Rick said. For 
Rick and Lauren, it is clear that it isn't just about reaching a 
monetary goal. It's about lives being dlanged for the better. 

"I received a scory of one of the children who was helped by 
our project. He had been out of school for two years, working in 
a per shop. He had scars on his arms and face from handling the 
different pees. ADRA's sdlool gave him a dlance to return to 

school;' Ricked smiled. 
After reflecting that perhaps their contribution was but a 

drop in rhe proverbial bucker, Lauren said with a smile, "I love 
the starfish story." 

In this story. a man is walking down a beach after a storm. 
The beach is littered with stranded starfish. He's overwhelmed 
by rhe number of creatures in distress. Then he sees another 
man picking up one starfish at a time and tossing it back into 
the ocean. Though he couldn't save all the starfish, he did what 
he could do, one ar a time. 

"It's a small project, bur I'm happy and graceful we could do ic," 
said Lauren. "We're picking up a starfish and throwing it back." • 

Heather Grbic is the church relations coordinator for ADRA Canada. 



ed, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he 
ants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase" 

he lasr few months of20 16 saw the passing 
of both my and my wife, Debbie's grand­
mothers. Death is never easy ro deal wirh. 
For each one of us, these losses represent 

the departure of a dear loved one who has been in our 
lives since our birch. While rhis experience is painful, 
the Bible promises something more. Jesus is coming 
soon, and He will call forth those who sleep in the 
grave ro a new life chat will never be corrupted by 
death: "Behold, I cell you a mystery: We shall nor all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed-in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incor· 
ruptible, and we shall be changed . . . .  So when this 
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immonality, then shall be brought ro pass 
the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory." 0 Death, where is your sting? 0 Hades, 
where is your victory?" (1 Cor. 15:51-54).' 

While news headlines everyday feature death and 
destruction everywhere, r suppose it is when death 
and destruction hit close to home that we become 
more introspective of the realities oflife. 

One significant reality is that there arc millions 
upon millions of people who live without the hope of 
the resurrection. The solution ro this present reality is 
found in the prayer of Habakkuk in Habakkuk 3:2: 
"0 LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years." 
This prayer is not a call for us to revive the work, not a 
call for the revival of our work, bur an appeal for God 
co revive His work. Ir is only God who can do it. He is 
the only One who can truly bring about the reviving 
of His work. The Bible is clear through the apostle Paul 
in 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7, "I planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the increase. So then neither he who 
planes is anything, nor he who waters, bm God who 
gives the increase." 

And in these lase days ir is God who pours our rhc 
larrer rain roAn ish ripening the harvest, "For He has 
given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause 
the rain ro come down for you .... And i£ shall come 
to pass afterward that l will pour out My Spirit on aU 
flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men 
shall sec visions. And also on My menservants and on 
My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in chose 
days" (Joel 2:23, 28, 29). 

The key in all of rhis is the active agenc-char is, 
God. As we look co sec people won co Christ and 
living in rhc blessed hope, it will nor be by any of our 
means or methods, but by the mighty hand of God 
reviving His work. 

I long for Jesus' return. I yearn for the end of 
sorrow and sin. I'd ask, would you join me in the 
prayer that God would revive His work of evangelism 
in Canada? 

The signs of rhe times arc happening all around 
us, yer God doesn't need another earthquake; He 
doesn't need another pestilence; He doesn't need 
another ret:rorist attack. He needs only one thing. 
That one thing is a willing hearr. Will you join me 
in the prayer of God reviving His work in Canada? 
Will you join me in opening your heart to God and 
asking thar as He revives His 
work, char He would work 
through you in taking rhe 
gospel to all of Canada and 
around the: world? • 

Chris Holland is the speaker/ 
director of It Is Written Canada. 

'All Scripture quotations in this article are from the New King James Version (NKJV). lfj January 2017 7 



Q: 

A: 

Can I date at 14?'*) 

Are you able to have strong romantic feelings for someone else? 
Yup. ls it possible that someone else has the same feelings 
towards you? Yup. Can you feel ready to date even at 14? Yup. 
Do some parents allow their children to date at 14? Yup (gulp). 

Now the challenging questions. Are you ready for the drama? 
Are you OK with having your heart broken? Is peer pressure 
something you really want to deal with? Do you want to put 
yourself in a situation that you may regret for years to come? 

You see, dating looks very glamorous on Snape hat's featured 
stories, where everybody is doing it. But the reality is very 
different and highly disappointing. Girls at this age dream of 

falling for a Prince Charming while listening to Justin Bieber. 
Guys have more of a Selena Gomez sensual approach to it . . .  

My friend, this is the time to enjoy innocent friendships that 
will last forever with no regrets. 

Last, but not least, sit down with your mom and dad and ask 
them what they learned from their youth years. I'm sure they'll 
have interesting stories to share with you that will make things 

more clear. • 

(•) Question sent by a young lady. 

Do you have a question for Pastor Josue Sanchez? Email it to messenger@adventist.ca. 
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"I am eager to give students an opportunity to learn a trade ... so that they can be aggressive leaders in the business world of tomorrow:' 
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lillian Rltdley (Reiswig), Nick llchuk, Audley Rogen, Ben 
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A QUICK LOOK INTO THE HISTORY of many Sevemh-day Adventist 
educational institUtions, and you will sec a long tradition of industries. Look 
back into Burman University's past and you will ftnd a history of hard work. 
This year t:he Alumni Council is celebrating the Hilltop Industries and t:hosc 
students and sr:�ff who were a parr of rhose programs. While many of our 
institucions have moved on from industry work, rhe legacy of those who 
participated in those programs runs deep. 

The 1950s have been categorized :1s the industrial years on campus. During 
rhis time the instimtion introduced new industrial programs providing students 
with much-needed opportunity to work. In this decade the farm, press, and 
laundry prospered, and new ventures in bookbindery and a furniture factory 
were introduced. 

The college bookbindery originated when student john Bidulock created 
a job for himself. He had taken a bookbinding class, and, noticing the worn 
volumes on the library shelves, he said to PresidemJohnson, "Why nor let me 
rebind d1e books instead of discarding d1em or sending them away ro be rebound?" 

Johnson ::tgreed. Bidulock borrowed a few tools from the industrial arts 
dep:�rrment and bought ocher equipment with his own money, including drills 
ro make rhe holes for stitching. Unforrunarely, t:he drills broke repeatedly, so 
Bidulock cut rhe heads off ordinary nails and used them instead. Slowly a new 
c:�mpus industry developed.1 

During t:he first year most of the binding was done manually. In fact, Bidulock 
once stayed up all night, gluing200 books by hand. When he needed to trim 
paper, he was allowed to usc t:hc trimmer at rhc press-provided that he used 
it during off hours. The bindery slowly acquired machines, including rwo char 
were donated by the Kingsway Publishing Association in Oshawa. As people 
became acquaimcd with the quality of workmanship, t:he bindery gained many 
customers. Bidulock used his 1957 Chrysler and his airplane ro pick up and 
deliver books. One evening he flew into Lacombe after dark bur was not able ro 
land on rhe unlit runway. As Bidulock circled, an observant person recognized 
his dilemma and shone his car headlights ro illuminate the runway. 1 

By 1 955 rhc bindery was serving six brge school divisions, three libraries, 
and many smaller customers. During 1962 it bound about 28,000 books. In 
1963 rhe bindery was recorded a$ the largest in Western Canada-and t:hc only 
one chat did gold gilding and learherwork. Wit:h continuing success, t:hc bindery 
moved four times to larger quarters. Bookbinding-learned in a class-germinated 
a seed in t:he mind of one student and grew into a commercial industry. 1 

Stories like John Bidulock's are only one of many rhat have been a part of t:he 
various industries on the hilltop. A special invitation is extended ro all former 
employees and student workers of rhe hilltop industries to join us at our 
HomecomingJune 2-4, 2017. We wanr to hear your stories. This group will 
receive special recognition at the Sabbath school progran1 during the weekend. 

For more information about Alumni Homecoming20 17, contact us at alumni 
@burmanu.ca or call 800/661-8129 ext. 8 or 403/782-338 1 ext. 4 16 1 .  • 

Jr Ferrer is vice-president for marketing and enrolment at Burman University. 

' Denise Dick Herr ond Edith Fitch. Changing lives: The Hilltop Story 
(Lacombe, AB: Canadian University College, 2007). 



T
he speaker's tales of missionary work 
in Africa captivated the imaginations 
of the children. 

"Who wants to be a missionary when 
they grow up?" he asked eagerly. 

Little Twyla's hand shot into the air. 
"Who would go to Africa?" 
Twyla's hand remained in the air. "You 

never really expect that you will grow up 
to actually do that;'Twyla chuckles now. 
But whether or not she expected it, her 
willing heart responded many times to 
God's calls. 

Twyla grew up in Kelowna, B.C. Her 
desire to be a nurse led her to study and 
work in Ontario at Branson Hospital for 
several years. She then accepted a call to 
be an interdivision missionary in Lesotho, 
Africa, where she served as a nursing 
teacher for eight years. After finishing her 
master's in public health at Lama Linda 
University, Twyla travelled to Zambia 
to teach nursing for six more years. 

"I was not only in charge of the 
nursing school; I was often the only 
teacher;' says Twyla. 

When possible, she recruited help 
from a chaplain or a midwife. Otherwise, 
she was all at once the school adminis­
trator, teacher, and mentor. But she had 
the deep satisfaction of doing exactly 

what she had always wanted and been 

Twyla Gimbel with two patients at the hospital in Kabul. 

called to do. 
"I loved my overseas work,"Twyla 

says warmly. "It was challenging but it 
was rewarding:' 

Twyla returned to Canada in 1989, 
but her time overseas was not yet done. 
In 2005, the Ministry of Public Health 
In Kabul, Afghanistan, requested Loma 
Linda's assistance. Twyla's work overseas 
was known by some of the faculty, making 
her a natural choice to serve on the team 
of medical mentors sent to help upgrade 
the systems and care at a hospital in Kabul. 

Twyla accepted the call. She had 
anticipated this stint abroad to last one 
year. But, Twyla recalls, "At the end of 
the year, we were finally seeing progress, 
and I thought, Well, this isn't the time to 
be leaving!'Twyla served an additional two 
and a half years at the hospital in Kabul. 
By the end of her time in Afghanistan, she 
was 68 years old. She decided to retire to 
Canada in 2009. 

"Having lived overseas, seeing the 
conditions there, I am convinced of the 
work ADRA does;' says Twyla. 

While she was in Kabul, ADRA was 
teaching women there to make quilts for 
sale to provide income for their families. 
Twyla observed this project firsthand. 
The women were paid for the quilts, 
which were given to Afghan refugees 

returning from Pakistan. These refugees 
came home virtually empty-handed. 
Twyla was moved to see that A ORA's 

quilting project not only helped families 
provide better for themselves but also 
ensured warmth for those who had lost 
everything. 

Prior to her time In Kabul, Twyla had 
supported ADRA, giving in response 
to special appeals. Afterwards, she felt 
she could do more. ADRA had become 
personal to her. She became a monthly 
donor. "It seemed the responsible thing 
to do;' she explains. "It's continuous and 

it helps:' 
Twyla still gives in times of disaster 

and special needs. She explains, "I do it 
because things you're not expecting do 
happen, and extra help is needed:' 

Twyla never expected to grow up to 
be exactly what she had wanted to as a 
child, but it happened. She first answered 
God's call when she was a child, and when 
she grew up, she answered many more 
as they unfolded before her. Twyla's 
story teaches us that sometimes the 
things we do not expect to happen or 
things we do not expect to do end up 
being the most rewarding of all. • 

Heather Grbic is the church relations 
coordinator for ADRA Canada. 

ADRA teaches Afghan women to make and sell quilts to provide income for their families. 
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w he r e  a r e t he y  n o w  

.-----Where Are_ 

Messenger catches up with former leaders of the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church in Canada. In this issue we talk with Ken Crawford. 

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer. 

Messenger: Tell me where you were bom and about 
yow· childhood. 

Ken Crawford: I am a fourth-generation Maririmer 
from Grand Lake, N.B. My great-grandfather found 
coal there, and my family was in rhe coal business until 
ir was nationalized by rhe New Brunswick government. 
My grandfather, who became an Adventist at a young 
age. and my father built a l ittle church in Minto. We 
grew up under the gende care and encouragement of a 
small church family. I was the middle child of five. [I 
had] an older sister and brother and a younger sister 
and brother. 
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Ken and Colleen Crawford 

M: Wbere did yo1e attend school and wfJat degrees did 
youeam? 

K: I attended a small elementary public school in the 
lirdc village where we Jived, and chen ro Minto High 
School, where l graduated in J 966. I attended a variety 
of colleges including CUC. Kingsway, and Union College 
before finally receiving a Bachelor ofTheology from CUC 
i n 1974. I had opporruniries ro enter rhc ministry, bur 
my first love at the rime was rhe challenge of business 
so I pur rhe Lord's call on hold for several years. 

While ar CUC I starred a couple of businesses, 
including a heavy equipment business in Central Alberta. 



I eventually sold it and started farming on 600 acres 
on the ban.ks of the Columbia River just north of Pasco, 
Wash. I grew peas for Campbell's Soup and specialty 
alfalfa that was shipped to Japan in C1.tbe$. At the same 
time I completed a master's degree in family counselling 
at Walla Walla University. 

While ar CUC I fell deeply in love with Colleen Bell 
from Sylvan Lake, Alta. After five long years, I finally 
convinced her to marry me. We were married in Alberta 
on July 3, 1977. Colleen was finishing her B.Sc. in nursing 
at the Porcland campus of Walla Walla University, so we 
lived aparr quire a bit during our first year of marriage. 

M: Describe your call to the go;pel ministry and your 
service to the church. 

K: The Lord had ro deal with both of us in an unorthodox 
way. I had just scarred with rhe Pasco Lutheran Family 
Counselling Clinic, and Colleen was starting her career 
in nursing in Pasco. Wash. Our farm was doing well, and 
our lovely home on the banks of the Columbia River was 
our lirde heaven on earth. We decided ro take a short 
honeymoon ro the Virgin Islands, and rhere, on a secluded 
beach in rhe Caribbean, we re-dedicated our lives to the 
Lord. Thar momem was pivotal ro our future. 

When we arrived home ro the farm, everything had 
frozen, including all our water pipes. We crawled into a 
very cold bed, and the next morning we were awakened 
by a phone call. The voice on the other end was BiJI 
Woodruff, president of the Alaska Mission. "Remember, 
we mer last year?" he began. After small ralk for a few 
momenrs, he said, "We arc looking for a couple willing 
to be volumeer missionaries ro the Eskimos on a rem ore 
island in the arctic 35 miles off the coast of Siberia. Your 
food comes once a year by ship in July and must be carmed 
or dried. Your abode will be a one-room 16-by- 16-foor 
cabin. Your stipend for both of you is $83 a month." He 
continued. "By the way. rhere is one spigot for warer in 
the village, so you will have to carry your water, when it's 
available. There is also no toiler," he added quietly, "only 
a honey bucker:' We stared ar the phone, then at each 
other, knowing this was from the Lord. The next week 
we accepted and began to pack. 

We arrived in Savoonga in January, when there was 
about 90 minures of daylight. lr's strange-those years in 
rhe arctic were the roughest and yet the mosr rewarding 
of our lives. The lnuir arc an inrelligcnr, kind, gentle, 
sofr-spoken culrure who are deeply spiritual and open ro 
the gospel. They won our hearts. 

M: Where did you serve the church and in what capacity? 

K: \Xfe served our first sb: years of ministry in Alaska as 
missionaries, rhcn as a pastoral couple on an island called 
Kodiak. Our nexr assignment was to pasror my home 
district of three churches in Fredericton, N.B. (Ever 
rricd to pastor your own mom and dad?) L1 1988 we 

were invited co the Alberta Conference as a director of 
about six departments including Prayer, Children's, and 
Personal Ministries, Communiry Services, and, ro my 
delight, Native Ministries. In 1995 we accepted a call 
to pastor the Meadow Glade Church in Batrleground, 
Wash. In 2004 we moved back ro Alaska as president 
tmtil retirement this year. 

M: I know you are a pilot. How did you use this avenue 
in yo1tr ministry? 

K: I rook llighr training ar CUC in 1971 and used it 
throughout my career. lr was especially helpful as an 
administrator in Alaska. Eigh.ry percent of the towns 
and villages in "rhe Last Frontier" arc only accessible by 
air or by boat seasonally, so a plane was a blessing. I 
learned a great deal abom Ayi ng inro remote strips, 
beaches, and gravel bars. 

\'{/'e were able to renew our love for, and ministry 
to, the people in rhe Arcric, bur drugs and alcohol had 
dramatically changed the Inuit culture, and they had few 
societal rools ro cope wirh the devastation. We rhrew 
ourselves inro bringing rhe message of hope to these 
hurting villages. 

The Alaska Conference is very small with very limited 
resources, so we had to devise creative ways to fund the 
work of our missionaries there. We developed a series of 
16 videos called My Alaska, highlighting the work around 
rhe conference wirh rhe hope of raising awareness and 
ftmds ro support the growing work. There are 230 villages 
in Alaska, and we arc active in about 12 of them. lr is 
a grear privilege ro take our unique message ro such 
remote areas. 

M: Tell me about your family. 

K: While serving in rhc Arctic, we had rwo children. 
Our son, David, teaches at \Valla Walla University. 
David and his wife, Melita, have rl1ree children. Our 
daughter, Heather, and husband Dallas Frantz, along 
with their three children, reside in Lacombe. Alta. He 
[Dallas] is a dentist in Sylvan Lake, Alta. 

M: J!Vhe1·e are you now, and what are your plans }01· 
retirement? 

K: We have retired in Sylvan Lake afrer 37 years in 
minisrry. Colleen continues ro work part-time with the 
Native health system, so we frequently travel back ro 
Alaslm. I cominue ro assist in "Arctic Mission Advenrure:' 
our work with the native culru:rcs. Our hope is to continue 
to crave! and prcscnr the needs of rhe unique challenges 
in the work among the Aboriginal culrures. As we reflect 
how the Lord has led and enriched our lives by studying 
with fascinating people, seen God's hand in marvellous 
ways, opportunities for personal and spiritual growrh, 
we would not change a month of ministry for a lifetime 
of sclf-fulilllmcnr. • 
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ABetter 
World Canada Thai project gives 

hope to former Prostitutes 

Playwright Andrew Kooman talks with Thai actor Tanawich Wongsuwan 

appearing in the newly released film called She Has a Name. 

ousands of girls arc known wirh no name in Thailand. 
They're simply identified wid' a number on wristbands 

r shirts as men from around the world seek their sexual 
services in bars, massage parloms, and on ciry srrccrs. Thailand 
has an estimated 250,000 prosrirures, according co black marker 
information provider Havocscope, making ir one of the world's 
leaders in sex trade. 

A Berrer World Canada is helping give girls and young women 
a new identity and hope for me future. lt is sponsoring projectS 

at Home of New Beginnings, which opened in 2006 in Bangkok 
where several large red-lighr districts are. Former prosrirmes now 
receive an education in a sanctuary run by American couple Roy 
and Bonita Thompson and Thai native Ann Thongves. 

In 20 14, A Better World partnered with rh is home that has 
helped ,girls as yow1g as 11. She Has a Name project, named 
after a stage play and newly released fllm produced by Canada's 
Unveil Studios, gave $5,000 towards a washing machine, 

com purer equipment, and orher essentials. 
As well, ir hopes ro raise $15,000 to provide a year's supply 

of food so staff can focus on long-term needs. 
It also plans to support a second residential and vocational 

sire in the resort city ofPattaya. Home of New Beginnings 

January 2017 lfj 

bought a building rhere, with the intent ro work in both 
prevention and res<:ue. Once it opens sometime in 2017, the 
Pattaya sire will include a restaurant where residents will earn 
an income. 

These sustainable impactS fall in line wim A Better World's 
mission, said Shanelle Adams, Thailand project manager and 
member of College Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Lacombe, Alta. 

Home of New Beginnings is witnessing success, including 
eight young ladies who have graduated from university and nine 
from high school. As oflare September, ir has 12 residents aged 
IS tO 24. 

The youngest girl was trafficked for labour and chen sold ro 
a bar where she was found. She had never been ro school before. 
The now 1 5-year-old Grade 10 student hopes ro become an 
engineer. 

"We are proud of all our young women� founder Bonita 
Thompson cells A Better World. 

Adams invites Canadians to give, pray, learn. organize an 
event, and share what A Better World is doing. The key is ro 
help srop and prevent sexual cxploirarion, locally and abroad. 

"As Christians, .it's what we're called to do," said Adams. 
"We're supposed ro be looking out for our neighbours." 

Andrew Kooman, who wrote me critically accbimed stage 
play slated for Off-Broadway in January, has visited the Bangkok 
home twice. 

"We mer some of me youJ1g women in me home who have 
willingly left the sex trade and are now really thriving through 
education and what mcy're really meant to do in life:· said 
Kooman, a Red Deer native now living in London, Om. "Ir's 
really amazing ro see the transformation and rhe hope char is in 
rhar home." 

People may ask, "Why help when sex trafficking is so huge 
arotmd rhe world?" 

For Kooman, personalizing the issue is important. That's 
why he wrote a play centred on a Cambodian girl forced into 
tht: sex trade. 

"We're so proud ro partner with A Better World;' said 
Kooman, who's a parr of Unveil Studios. "The real life change 
they have brought is significant." 

The new film called She Has A Name had irs global release in 
December, showing in select theatres around the world and is 
available for purch:��e online at www.shehasanameHim.com 

Ir has also headlined 2017 Mission Film Fesr in Vancouver in 
January. • 

Laura Tester travels with A Better World 
and is a freelance writer for newspapers. 

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abwcanada.org. < < 



c o n n e c t e d c h u r...c-h 

2017 TO D O  l i ST 

b y  K u m a r  D i x i t  

c:; L I 1 '" r " I am a task-driven person who makes 
long lists, and I have many goals I want to achieve. Sometimes these goals can come first-before the needs 

of my family. I recently decided to work on a second master's degree. This is in part because the institution I 

work for offers its employees a free class each semester. My wife has not approved of this new venture. 
"You already have a master's degree and a doctorate. Why don't you spend your time doing something 

else?" she asked with a tone of annoyance in her voice. 
My response was quick. "Because I am a lifelong student. I love learning:' 

The other week my wife sent me a text message with this Bible verse: "But regarding anything beyond 

this, dear friend, go easy. There's no end to the publishing of books, and constant study wears you out so 

you're no good for anything else. The last and final word is this: Fear God. Do what he tells you" (Eccl. 12:12, 
13,  The Message). 

At first, I was slightly upset because she used a Bible proof-text to advance her argument. However, 

I started to dwell on this passage. Why am I really pursuing more education? fs this the right season for me to 
continue my studies, or should I be spending this extra time being a father or husband? 

As I ponder my New Year's resolution, I have been considering how I can widen my goals to include my 

family rather than my own personal desires exclusively. Rather than losing weight, can I refocus the goal to 
making healthy lunch choices for the children and plan one physical activity with the family each week? Instead 

of increasing my personal Bible reading, perhaps we should revisit our weekly family devotion time. 
King Solomon reminded us that it is easy to follow your personal desires, !but what really matters is living 

out God's desires and purpose. "Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails" 
(Prov. 19:21, NIV). 

As you begin to make your New Year's resolution, consider widening your goals so they benefit your 

family and not just yourself. • 

Kumar Dixit is the former ministerial director of the British Columbia Conference. He currently serves as the 
chaplain of WGTS 91.9 radio in Takoma Park, Maryland. He is the author of Branded Faith, available on Amazon. com. 

u 

IJj January 2017 15 



t e s t m o n y  

Sonia Kennedy· Brown 

I 'm a n  

Al b ino 
With a 

N ew 
N a m e  
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IT WAS A CHILLING REALITY. I t:hought I would never overcome the hurt 
and pain infliC[ed on me by society's insults, name-calling, and scorn. I was 
condemned ro suffer and die like so m:my before me. Society assigned new 
names for me with such regularity rhat some people accepted these names 
as normal. 

According ro society, being born an albino (a person with albinism), 
made me t:he "black sheep" of my community. My all-wise mother named 
me Sonia Rose. Society renamed me Dw1dus, Freak, Squaw, Raw, Yellow, 
Fire, and other terms. 

Social oscr:�cism. including these name changes, nearly destroyed me. I 
was often frightened to leave home. My abusers were everywhere-school, 
shop piazzas, the highways and hedges, just everywhere. I started tO build up 
resentment towards many people, as my identity was being trampled on by 
words of hate and ridicule. 

My wonderful, loving family encouraged me ro be strong and to place 
my total trust in God. But how could l trust God to relieve my pain when, 
in the depth of my despair, I blamed Him for making me different? It was a 
real emotional and spiritual srruggle. From t:he depth of my soul, I cried our 
to Him, and He answered me. Sonia, He says in Jeremiah 29:1 1, "For I know 
the thoughts that I think towards you . . .  thoughts of peace and not of evil, to 
give you a fuwre and a hope.� He has plans for me. 

I have discovered, moreover, thar names are imporranr to God. Many 
Bible characters had name changes to signify t:hc:ir spiritual growth and new 
roles God assigned ro them. 

God assigned me a new name also. Ln Isaiah 43: I, He said ro me, "Fear 
not, for I have redeemed you [Sonia]; I have called you by your name; you 
are mine." What I received from Him was not just a new name, but also a 
new character tO build me for eternity. 

On pages 228 and 229 of my recently released autobiography, Silent Tears: 
Growing Up Albino, I share what God revealed ro me. I looked again at the life 
ofNaomi in the Bible. Her name meam "my pleasanrness" or "my joy." Bur 
when she lost her husband and children in a foreign land, she called herself 
"Mara:· which means "bitter." My given names, Sonia Rose, mean "wise" and 
"beauriful" respectively. bur like Naomi, I became sad, hopeless, and bitter. 

I had lost sight of God's blessings for me as I focused on my pain. Bur 
again God said to me in Isaiah 62:2-4: "Thou shalt be called by a new name, 
which the mouth of the Lord shall name ... . Thou shalt no more be termed 
Forsaken; neither shall rhy land anymore be termed Desolate: bur thou shalt 
be called Hephzibah and thy land Beulah." 

In the devotional reading for Nov. 2, 20 I 2, "Day by Day with God� Elaine 
Poumney states, '"Hephzibah' replaces t:he name 'Deserted' or 'Rejected; and 
'Beulah' means 'married or set aside.'" My Maker is my husband. No more 
rejection! 

What is rhe meaning of your name? \'V'har name are you callingyoutself 
because of your bitter experiences in life? Are you focused on the lost job, 
your family problems, your broken marriage, your health challenges. or the 
bully at school, or work? Have you losr sight of God's blessings for you? 
Survival may appear impossible, bur with God it is possible. 

People still often stare at me. I still hear questions about my origin, 
accent, spots, and wrinkles. The name-calling probably will never stop. bur 
my strength is in God. I am healed of my burden, praise God! 

You, too, can flnd your strength in Him. You are called by His name. You 
belong to Him. You are special too. • 

Sonia Kennedy-Brown, a former registered nurse with a master's degree 
in educational psychology, is the author ofSilentTears: Growing Up Albino. 



Three Key Pi l la rs of Prayer 
" . . .  how do we know what is best to ask for ourselves or others?" 

L----------�-w hen disciples heard Jesus praying, one of rhcm asked, "Teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his disciples" (Luke 1 1  : J ,  NIV). As were His sermons so were His 

prayers: full of rhe power of rhe Holy Spirit and loving compassion for others. 
He came to seek and save the lost. \X'e need that "same mind ... that was in 

Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5, NRSV). 
ln Mard1ew 6:5-15 we find whar some call me "fuller Lord's Prayer" formula, recognizing 

rhat the Lord's Prayer is placed within the context of conditions and principles. These 
principles apply to borh private and group prayers. There are some differences between 
private prayer and intercessory ministry group prayer. But borh Hnd their models in the 
prayer Jesus offered. 

Presence and guidance of rhe Holy Spirit is an absolute necessity. Jude 1:20 encourages, 
"Bur )'OU, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in rhe Holy Spirit" 
(N KJV). Romans 8:26 poiJHs our char we need rhe Holy Spirits mu1isrry u1 us ro make 
prayer experience heanfelr, focused, and effective. Besides, how do we know what is best 
co ask for oursdves or ochers> 

Firsc. our hearts must be in rune wirhJcsus and His compassionate, caring heart; 
be at peace with ochers; and be tuned up with Christ's mission for rhc world. Lee's pick 
our three key pillars of a prayer ministry ream: 

1 .  Praise and thanksgiving for God's active love, 

grace, and mercy, for His petitions already granted. 
TJ1ank Him ahead for acting on every new requesr, for He will honour it according 

ro His will (see Phil. 4:6; 1 John 5: 14, 15). This passage in John 1 is in context of praying 
for ochers. \Virh our hearts cleansed from every known sin, in tune with Him and 
ochers, we may ask and claim His promises wirh humble confidence. \Vc can claim '--the promised baptism of His Spirit each day and we "shall receive." Then our prayers 
will be inspired by His Spirir and our daily lives be led by Him (see Rom. 8: 14). God 
will put into our minds who and what co pray for and whar to share wim ochers. 

2. Praying for those outside of our small circle (church, family) 
The rexr m 1 Tunorhy 2:1-6, says "Firsr of all, chen, 1 exhort rhar supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who 
are in authority ... For rhis is good and accep table in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved and ro come ro rhe knowledge of rhe rrurh ... rhere 
is one Mediator of God and of men, the Man Christ jesus, who gave Himself a ransom 
for all. to be resrified u1 due rune." "first of ali." we need a broader global view of 
God's work char c.xpands our typically narrow prayer focus. 1r will go beyond our rurf. 
God s.:es a big picrure, and rhe Holy Spirit will expand our lirde view and little fairh. 

3. Fiinally, praying for needs within our own church body 
(prayers for healing, help for personal challenges and problems) 

ln most prayer groups (as important as rhese requests are), they tend co be 
predominant, sometimes raking 90 percent of prayer rime. This prayer ministry 
nar(()w focus needs realigning. 

Further, group prayers need ro be brief. Good prayer ministries are chose where 
each person in rhe group prays and rhanks for one specific individual need ar a rime. 
An excellent principle is chat each participant give a shore one-sentence prayer. Tt gives 
each person an opportunity ro express whar rhe Holy Spirit is purting on d1eir hearr. 
Each member can rake home rhree ro five key names for whom rhey will pray between 
group meerings. Upon praying, rhey can "watch unro prayer" co sec how God an�·wers 
rhe requests and chen, with thanksgiving, share rheir findings at the next prayer session. • 

Karel Samek is prayer ministries coordinator at the BC Conference. 
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Hacksaw Ridge 
and the Rel ig ious N ut 

Who Wanted to Save 

ore 



b y  B a r r y  W .  B u s s e y  

THE STORY BEHIND THE MOVIE Hasksaw Ridge 

involves a young U.S. Army medic during World War II, 
Desmond T. Doss, whose religious conscience recoiled 
at the idea of killing another human being. 

The story is counterintuitive. It is a war movie 
directed by Mel Gibson, whose movie projects are 
not shy about accentuating the violent exploits of war; 
but it is more than that. It is a story of deep religious 
conviction of a hero who risked his life to save life. lt 
is a Don Quixote-like tale with a twist-it is real, gut­
wrenching, transparent, sincere, and effective. In an 
age that maligns religion as the source of war, this is 

a story of religion that abhors war but doesn't ignore 
or shun those who participate in it. Rather it seeks to 
redeem what is redeemable, despite the blood, the 
gore, and the apparent futility of trying. It is a story 
that is new to this generation but one that illustrates 
old values of faith, endurance, and duty to God and to 
humanity. It is a story that raises, yet again, the non­
combatancy of those few religious souls among us who 
are willing to give up public approbation as patriotic 
warriors and instead submit to the public shame or 
ridicule that often comes with refusing to bear arms 
in what the politicians and many churchgoers often 
say is a "just war:' 

Desmond was the unlikeliest hero: a loner who 
grew up in a home with an alcoholic father and whose 

mother took him to church every Saturday morning. 
She was an ardent Seventh-day Adventist Christian 
who ensured that her children were faithful in keeping 
the Ten Commandments. It was seeing the illustrated 
Ten Commandments on the wall of his family home that 
led to Desmond's refusal to bear arms when he was 
called up to serve during World War II. He remembered 
the drawing, next to the sixth commandment, that 
illustrated Cain killing his brother, Abel. How could a 
brother do such a thing? Desmond thought-and he 
committed himself never to kill another human being. 

By all accounts Desmond was a loner. He was intro­
spective. Life was serious, and so was he. Everything 
about him was nonconforming. His faith community 
was relatively unknown. He worshipped on a different 
day than most Christians. He did not drink alcohol or 
smoke or become involved in tlhe extracurricular activities 
that many of his classmates were accustomed to. Such 
awkwardness was not unusual for Desmond. He saw 
it as part of who he was-not that he was better than 

anyone, but his motivation was from a deep religious 
commitment to do the right thing, no matter the 
consequence. Such a commitment would serve him 
well on the front lines in Okinawa. 

When Desmond was drafted, he refused the rifle. 
The military was of the view that he should go to a 
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ne of rhe hardest things abour becoming vegan 
is gi ving up some of the old family recipes that we 

- have enjoyed since childhood. As we transitioned to 
a vegan diet, we were determined ro convert our favourite 
family recipes in such a way char rhey maintained rheir 
original appeal even without animal products. When l was 
young. my father taught me how to make corn chowder, 
and ir was one of rhe recipes char we had ro convert. After 
some trial and error, we were able to create a new recipe that 
captured rhe flavours of rhe old but sui red our new lifestyle. 

This is a simple and delicious recipe char we enjoy making 
during che cold winrer months. It warms you up as you enjoy 
the rich, creamy flavours. Ir is good fresh out of the pot, or 
eaten as leftovers che nexc day. • 

Keith and Cheryl Chant, along with their son Ben, enjoy baking, 
cooking, and experimenting with flavours and recipes. 
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C o r n  C h o w d e r  
I N G R E D I E N T S :  

2 tablespoons (30 ml) coconut oil 

1 large onion 

3 cloves garlic 

1 jalapeno, seeds removed 

4 or 5 medium potatoes 

hot water 

2 cans creamed corn 

1 can coconut milk 

1 teaspoon (5 mil chicken-style seasoning 

1 teaspoon (5 ml) curry powder 
%teaspoon (2.5 ml) dried chives 

black pepper, to taste 

salt, to taste 

I N S T R U C T I O N S : 
• Chop onion, dice garlic and jalapeno, 

cut potatoes into 1 em cubes. 

• In large soup pot saute onion in oil until 
it is translucent. 

• Add garlic and jalapeno and saute until 
jalapeno is tender. 

• Add potatoes and enough water to cover 
everything. Increase heat and bring to a boil. 

• Reduce heat to a simmer, add spices and 
salt, cook until potatoes are tender. 

• Add creamed corn and coconut milk, bring 
to a slow boil. and simmer 5 more minutes. 

• Let rest 1 0  minutes and serve. 



v o a r  I o n  t he r o a d  

Be Carefu l, Little Ears, What You Hear 
In November 2016 we celebrated Voice of Adventist Radio's (VOAR) Shararhon! 

It was a wonderful opportunity ro make contact with our listeners and ro find our 
how VOA R is couching lives. 

I had rhe privilege of calking with Sandra ("Nannie"}, a loyal listener who always 
has her car radio nmed ro VOAR. It's a natural part of her day, just like picking up 
her granddaughter from preschool. 

One day "Poppy" picked up their granddaughter with his car and strapped her inro 
her car sear. After rhey had been driving for a little while, the linle girl asked, "Poppy, 
can we listen to Nannie's station?" At less than three years of age, this little one could 
distinguish between VOAR and other radio stations-and preferred VOAR! 

The next time Nannie picked her up, the lircle girl said. "I asked Poppy co turn 
on your srarion, Nannie. bur I don't think he did." 

\Xfhen Sandra asked her husband about it, he admitted that he had put in a 
Christian CD instead. This little girl could rdl the difference. Sandra told us that 
her granddaughter often goes around the house talking about how Jesus loves us! 
What a testimony to d1e power of Christian radio. \Ve may think that we are just 
catching up on rhe latest news or checking the weather, bur our children in rhe 
back scar a.re listening co everything rhar plays over the radio-whether it's a secular 
station or "Nannie's Station." We'd love to hear how we are impacting your life and 
your comrnuniry! Please contact us at www.voar.org • 

Christine Bergen is the secretary/treasurer for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

ON THE 

ROAD WITH 

There are two churches. "Church A'' has the truth but is 

very cold. "Church 8" doesn't know the truth but is very 

friendly. Whom does God love the most and why? 

B e Ckx AT TI IE YORKTON, ST. \"X'Al BURG PTNFHOlrSE 
DIUVI·. AI\D N I PA\\'I N  CHURCHI:S:.,.IIIii;;::: IN SASKATCHE\X'AN -

Vanessa Tilihoi: God loves both churches the same because He has made each person in 
a special, unique way! 

Kaysha Richardson: Church B because they are displaying more Christlike behavior 
despite not knowing the truth. However, God loves everyone 
equally no matter what; He will just be sad with Church 
A's choices when they know the truth. 

Trish Kowtek: God loves both churches. He loves all of His children uncondi­
tionally. Praying that al l of God's children will draw very close 
to Him, so we can all be a beacon of love for Him. 

Kate Nachilobe: Church B. People will be judged according to the level of 
knowledge they have. In the last days there will be people 
who will be accepted by God based on how they have lived 
their lives and the level of truth they have been exposed to. 
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n t e r v e w s  

B Y  S T A N  J E N S E N  

This month we are focusing on the ministry of It Is Written Canada 

(IIW), the primary media ministry sponsored by the members of 

the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. What and who 

makes the Bible school component of this ministry work? I would 

like to introduce to you the people who run the correspondence 

school. Leena and Nina are, in my opinion, unsung heroes who 

work tirelessly as volunteers, sharing the message of hope and 

wholeness with those who are searching and seeking. 

EDITOR: Tell me about yourselves. 
LEENA MAATTANEN: I grew up in a happy Christian 
home. My parents were very much involved in rhe Salvation 
Army church. My childhood dream was to become a 
Salvation Army officer, and in 1966 I graduated from the 
Officers Training College in Finland. In the mid- l970s, 
f was asked ro work in Canada. One day visiting a friend, 
1 found a book The Great Controversy when getting a 
rableclorh from her closer. I become irueresred ahour it, 
and she reluctantly gave it ro me. From rhere began a 
sequence of evems in my life char led to my baptism in 
1978 ar rhe dedication of rhe new Portuguese Seventh­
day Advcnrist church in Toronto. There was no question 
rhar God was leading my life. I dedicated my life to being 
a morhcr for my four children and helping my husband. 
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Nina Chemipeski and Ltena Maattanen 

NINA CHERNIPESKI: Growing up with Christian 
parentS, being able to attend Adventist education, and 
working as a nurse have all had a positive influence on 
my relationship with God, as well as the choice ro live a 
healrhy lifestyle. This has been enhanced by my dedicated 
and supportive husband and son wirl1 whom I delight ro 
encounter God's nature through hiking and kayaking, etc. 

EDITOR: Hotv did you become involve with the IIW 

Bible School? 

LEENA: In 1996 while walking past College Park 
church in Oshawa, I noticed rhe door was open. Our 
of curiosity I went in. I found a group of people in a 
meeting wondering where rhcy could find someone ro 

rake care of me Discover Bible School, which was part of 



me preparation for a Ner series. I was given me binder 
and a key for me Bible School mailbox wimout any 
questions. 

I prayed mat if God wanted me to do this, mat I 
would fmd a Discover Bible School request card in the 
mailbox the next day. There was a card, which was from 
an It Is Wrirren contact who had studied with my husband 
10 years earlier. He was now ready to complete me Bible 
studies. He decided to be baptized and became an active 
member in the church. 

Pastor Henry Fcyerabend visited my home one day. 

I showed him how many of the Bible students r was 
studying with wen: IIW contacts. He said mat IIW 
needed a Bible school :md asked if I would do it. 

NINA: About six years ago I began to help by correcting 
Bible smdy lessons and taking care of the Bible school 
while my mother was away. I have continued co work 
together with her and enjoy seei ng how God's Word is 
making a difference in srudents' lives. 

EDITOR: How mtmy Bible studies rvould you say you 
have given out over the years? 

LEENA/NINA: It has been 20 years, and it's hard to 
tell, but there are approximately 300 each year, and 
most finish me studies. 

EDITOR: What is involved in giv ing online Bible Studies? 

LEENA/NINA: We work together with Voice of 
Prophecy (VOP). All the online requests go to the 
VOP, and Canadian scudencs are directed co JlW Bible 
SchooL All the Canadian requests for correspondence 
Bible srudics arc sent to LIW Canada. 

EDITOR: WhAt is yomfovourite Mpect Qj'the Bible School? 

LEENA/NJNA: The Holy Spirit speaks through the 
Scripnues w each smdenr as he or she studies the lessons 
at home or in prison. The studenrs begin to understand 
about the Sabbath, rhe stare of me dead, the character 
of God, and renew their relationship wim Jesus. Many 
students accept Jesus as their personal Saviom possibly 
for the first time in their lives. That is why it is viral 
that we pray for studentS while swdying with them. 
For example, one srudem said, after sending an answer 
sheet back, "I never knew that me sancmary in the Old 
Testament illustrated the plan of salvation. That's good 
news ro me.� 

EDITOR: Do .YOU have one memory that stands out in 
your years a_( service? 

LEENA/NINA: There are many stories, because studcnrs 
share about memselves while doing the lessons. 

One lady whose husband was a truck driver, read the 
lessons ro him while they drove. 

Another person found lesson I in a post office trash 
can, read ir, and sent ir in co begin receiving lessons. 

Another gentleman received a reminder letter 
that had been scnr for a student who formerly lived 
in the same apartment where he was now living. He 
crossed off her name and requested me Bible studies 
for himself. 

A student who was a raxi driver had trouble 
understanding the Sabbath. Once he was given more 
information, he realized irs significance in history, 

was amazed, and decided to observe ir. 
I have been able to witness a few baptisms and have 

received invitations ro attend students' baptisms from 
all over Canada. 

EDITOR: How can Messenger readers and cht�rches 
get involved in promoting the Bible school? 

LEENA/NINA: Pray that God will lead you to use 
your time and means in spreading His Word, because 
God has given all of us these talents. Tell others about 
the Bible school lessons, such as Discover, Focus on 
PropheLy, NAtive New Day, KidZone (for children), and 
Start Into Life (for youth). Discover lessons are available 
in English, Portuguese, Finnish, and French (French 
smdenrs are directed to the II Est Ecrit Bible School). 
Online Bible srudy has a great variery of languages. All 
this information is available on the nw website. rrw 
GLOW rracts are a great witnessing rool. 

Be a friend ro newcomers in your church. Many 
students who have completed the studies are seeking 
a friendly place ro worship. 

EDITOR: What is your fovourite Bible verse and why? 

LEENA: Isaiah 55:10, 1 1. The following three rexrs 
explain why. Hebrews 4:12, James 1:21-25. and john 
17: 17, where Jesus says, "Sanctify them through thy 
truth: my Word is trum." 

NINA: Isaiah 41:10, Trusr in God's leading, and He 
will show rhe way. Yom performance is not a priority, 
because God can do it. The grearesr joy in me whole 
world is to sec how God works in people's lives. • 

Stan Jensen is the communicaton director 
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada 

and editor of the Canadian Adventist Messenger. 
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od is reviving His work in Newfoundland. For seven weeks 

during the months of October and November, It Is Written 

Canada had the privilege of sharing the Discoveries in 

Revelation prophecy series in Newfoundland. I n  an effort 

to reach the highest concentration of population, we shared three 

evangelistic series simultaneously in St. Joh n's, Conception Bay South, 

and Bay Roberts. 

Newfoundland and Labrador are an imporrant are:1 for 
the evangelistic outreach of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Canada. According to Ken Corkum, president 
of the Newfoundland and Labrador mission, the work 
of the Seventh-d:ty Advenrist Church in Newfoundland 
and Labrador has a long history. 

"It all began in 1893 with four lay missionaries from 
Batcle Creek, Mich.: E. A. Parker, L. T. Ayres, and their 
wives;' says Corkum. "On board the ship that brought 
them ro Newfoundland, Mrs. Ayres became acquainted 
with Mrs. Alma Pippy. the wife of a St. John's businessman 
who became the flrst Seventh-day Adventist convert in 
Newfoundland. Her sister, Elizabeth Milley, became the 
first Adventist teacher in Sr. John's when she, roo, joined 
the Adventist Church and lost her teach..ing position at 
the Church of England school. Anna Pippy started a 
school for the children of Adventist members in her 
own home with her sister as the teacher." 

From these small beginnings, the work expanded. 
According to Corkum, "The St. John's Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and the Newfoundland Mission were 
officially founded in 1895, with the arrival of the first 
pastor, S.]. Hersum. The St. John's church had 18 charter 
members. IJs first building was on Cookstown Road. 
Many older members still alive today remember attending 
the Cookstown Road church." 

There was a great desire to expand rhe work in 
Newfoundland. A dream was born, says Corkum. "Then, 
in the 1920s, Harold Williams was fascinated with the 
evangelical possibilities offered by the new technology 
of radio. He started a radio sration called 8BSL in 1929. 
Over the years this grew into VOAR (the Voice of 
Adventist Radio), one of only two church-owned stations 
in Newfotmdland. Today VOAR broadcasts across the 
island of Newfoundland and is hca(d in many locations 
on the Canadian mainland as well." 

While: the work in Newfoundland has expanded 
over rhe yea(s, rhe progress slowed because rhc Adventist 
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schools in Newfoundland closed. Today, according ro rhc 
current church statistics, says Corkum, "550 members 
ofNL .. .  in seven churches and three companies [are] 
tmder rhe pastoral care of six pasrors. We operate the 
largest Christian radio in Canada called VOAR with 
some 13 broadcast sires across NL and an additional 
30-plus sires across Canada with most being in B.C. 
\Xfe have a beautiful campsite called Woody Acres on 
Sourhwesr Pond abour one hour's drive oursidc Sr. John's 
where we conduct seminars, church rallies, youth camps. 
campmeering. and community ourreach evenrs." 

Duringcampmceringof20 14 ar Camp Woody Acres, 
we began a conversation wirh Ken Corkum, Eric Ollila 
(pasror of the Bay Roberrs and Conception Bay South 
churches), and Jason Williams (pasror of rhe St. John's 
church) on a process ro reach rhe Avalon Peninsula of 
Newfoundland. In 2014 we launched a two-year process 
of reach..in:g rhe people of Sr. Jolm's, Bay Roberts, and 
Concepcion Bay South. Ollila commenced, "We have been 
working with Chris and Debbie for two years leading up 
ro these meetings, and I believe chat ir has helped provide 
a very solid foundation for the serie>"�. The interest we 
gained from the attendees was solid." 

Over the course of two years we provided training for 
members in a variety of outreach opportunities, small 
group Bible study, personal Bible study, reaching former 
members, and a variety of health-related outreach oppor­
runities. Corkum shared, "Chris and Debbie have been 
coming to present seminars and revival meetings several 
times over this time. The planning and implementation 
of the ideas have absorbed the chinking of many. £nrry 
evems like the Nedley Depression Recovery Seminar and 
Creation Health have helped us make friends in our 
commtmities and opened hearts robe receptive to our 
wholisric view of life." 

Williams emphasized the imporrance of that prepara­
tion, saying, "We have greatly appreciated the emphasis 
that rhe It Is Written ream has had on the importance of 
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Shearlyn Pea"ey congratulates Bible School graduate Clemence Maluma, St. John's, NL. Calvin and Edna Blundon, Conception Bay South, Nl attended every meeting and 

graduated from the Bible School. 

proper evangelistic preparation, as well as the support 
they provided our congregations in laying our a plan, 
many months in advance of rhe public meetings, as ro 
how we could be best prepared as churches ro minister to 
our commtmities. Our membership has become excited 
about rhe work of ministry, rhe cycle of evangelism. and 
rhe beautiful work of preaching Christ to our community." 

' These programs were 
excellent a ten out of ten. ' 

"Discoveries in Revelation" is the ride we have chosen 
to characterize our evangelistic series. Our emphasis was 
on discovering a relationship with rhe One revealed in 
the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ. Celesr's first love 
in ministry is working with children. and in this series 
of Discoveries in Revelation she is working with the 
children's program. "I enjoy supponing where I can, 
which srarcs with being present ar rhe meetings;' she 
says. "We love the Lord, and our greatest joy is seeing 
His work go forward and being part of char growth. 
WUliams noted, "The Discoveries in Revelation seminar 
present:ltions were Christ-centred and biblically and 
historically engaging." And OUUa adds, "His presentarions 
have a nice flow ro rhem char awaken and keep spiritual 
interest." 

One of the great keys to success in an evangelistic 
outreach is predicated on the involvement of the local 
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membership. In Newfoundland, Corkum and his wife, 
Celesr, exemplified char involvemenr by being in 
attendance and active at all the locations, virtually 
every night. When we asked him about why they were 
so involved, he shared, "Celest and I have been brought 
up in famUies where the church and its programs arc rhe 
central focus of our lives. We embrace char philosophy 
and fmd our greatest joy is in being involved in the 
programs of rhe church. We love supponingwhere we 
can, and the easiest way is ro be present. Being prese1u 
encourages those who are presenring and those working 
hard to provide a fuse-class progran1. It also helps ... 
visitors to sec that we as Adventists support what we 
present. Being present and involved helps lift the burdens 
being carried when a seminar such as Discoveries in 
Revelation is being offered to the community. Even 
though the general topics might have been heard before, 
there is always some insight gained on biblical under­
standings, and hearing these brings much joy. Where 
else couldl one find such enjoyment than attending the 
meetings?n 

For these three churches, which have a collective 
attending membership of 170, during rhe series of 
meetings over 175 guests attended at least one session. 
Fifty individuals enrolled in the Bible school offered, 
and 20 graduated the Bible school by completing all 
30 lessons .. Over 25 individuals have made decisions 
for baptism with many more in the valley of decision. 

Ollila shares, "I panicularly appreciate the pasroral­

evangelisric approach Chris rakes throughout the 
meetings in che presentation of che materials . . .. We 
have been working with Chris and Debbie for rwo years 



Phillip Milmine volunteers at the registration table, St. John's, NL. 

leading up ro rhese meetings, and I believe char it has 
helped provide a very solid foundation for che series. 
The inreresr we gained from rhe attendees was solid ... . 
Many are interested in attending future meetings we have 
planned. A good number have already scarred attending 
church and have marked down (decisions] for baptism as 

a result of rhese meetings. We will dell nicely be reaping 
che benefits of chis meeting over the next few months 
leading up ro a year, and perhaps beyond char." 

What did chose in attendance chink? One attendee, 
Celine, scared, "The more I hear, the more I feel hungry 
and rhirsry for the next presentation ... . Pastor Chris 
Holland has seamlcssly taught us in such a comprehensive 
way. The words he shares are not just information; they 
have first become a living force in his life through his 
relationship with God, [and] that resonates with 
experience as he delivers the living truth." 

Another attendee, Tolson, commenced, "These 
programs were excellent, a ten out of ten." 

A church member shared, "I have been revived. My 
walk with jesus has been renewed." And yet another 
member noted, "This is the best series that I've ever been 
ro. The clarity of rhe presentations was second to none." 

For lt Is \'V'ritten Canada, the emphasis of evangelism 
as a process and a life cycle is paramounr co che success of 
evangelism. Ken Corkum shares some final thoughts on 
that impact in Newfoundland: "The preparation work, 
parricipacion in, and follow up ro the Discoveries in 
Revelation has and will continue to enrich those involved 
while challenging chose comfortable in the pew to become 
involved. Being in the presence of the Holy Spirit working, 
spills over w all involved, and the membership in the 

To make sure he would not mi.ss a meeting, Adam Byrne (pictured In Conception Bay South, 

NL), attended a few meetings. at the other locations as well. He will be baptized soon. 

Avalon region will come away enriched; several have 
already shared the same wich me. The churches in Avalon 
intend to create a cycle of evangelism with seed sowing, 
watering eventS, and reaping meetings. Discoveries in 
Revelation completes the first cycle and is the beginning 
of many more cycles to come. I can praise God for the 
work oflt Is Written and appreciate not only the weekly 
television program bur also the Discoveries in Revelation 
outreach series. It Is Written Canada is worthy of our 
support and our prayers, along with regular financial 
encouragemem as Chris and Debbie Holland along 
with their ream continue to be one of our church's 
leading-edge ministries." 

I have been revived. 
My walk with Jesus 
has been renewed. 

We believe that God is reviving the hearts of the 
people in Newfoundland and Labrador, and were pleased 
to be part of what God is doing there. 

We also see God reviving His work throughout Canada. 
Your continued, faithful support oflr Is Written Canada 
will continue co help spread the good news ofJesus's 
rerum to all of Canada and around the world. 

Chris Holland is the speaker/director of It Is Written Canada. 
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l i t e r a t u r e e v a n g e l i s m  

Attempted 
Murder­
Suicide 

"The nightmare she had been 

through, only a couple of months 

earlier, left me speechless." 
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t was d1e first street of me day, and at one of the homes 
I knocked on, a woman answered. 

"Hello, my name is Jermain, and I am a student 
wim Canada Youth Challenge;' I said. I then began 
my presentation, bur soon, 1 sropp�d myself. "I'm sorry 

ma'am;' I said, "I didn't ask you how you're doing or how your day 
is going." 

"You know whar;' sh� responded, "ir's nor going roo well." She 
began ro cry and, going back inside, shut rhe door. 

I stood there for a few moments, wondering what to do. Finally, 

I left me GLOW tract "Hope After Death" on her from door and 
decided ro move on. Bur as 1 continued on ro other houses, 1 heard 
the Lord saying, Go back to that house. 

I didn't wanr ro go back. The woman had already shut me door 
on me, and I felt it would be awkward to return. But 1 decided to 
listen. So, wrning around, I wenr back ro the house and knocked. 
When the woman answered, I said, "Ma'am, do you want someone 
to talk to? Just for a few minutes? I'm right here." At these words she 
started crying again. Then, opening the.: door widc.:r, she invited me 
in. When we were both seared, the woman began her srory. 

"My husband committed suicide in May," she said, "and he tried 
to take me with him." 1)ointing to d1e huge scar on her head, she 
broke down and began to sob and sob and sob. 

I s:tt d1ere, scaring at her, broken. The nightmare she had been 
through, only :1 couple of monms earlier, left me speechless. The 
only sound for some time was the sound of the woman's sobs. Then, 

as I sat there, I remembered a srory I had read in the book Peace 
Above the Stonn. I felt impressed to share the story with her, so I 
asked if she would like for me to read it. 

"Yes," she said, so I opened me book and read. As I did, she cried 
even harder. 

I cold the woman I had no idea what it meant to lose someone 
you have grown to love-and in such an unminkablc way-bur I 
knew Someone who did. That Someone had given His life for people 
who didn't value the gift He was giving, and He was teaching me 
ro love others as deeply as He loved me. 

Then I asked her if 1 could pray for her. She said yes. So, kneeling 
beside her, I prayed that God would give her comfort, peace, and 
healing, and that His presence would never leave her. 

I left me woman the book Peace Above the Storm, and in the 
cover I wrote, "God has already begun to heal, and He will fmish 
me healing process.» 

We cannot imagine the pain that is hidden behind the doors 
and inside the hearts of the people arOlmd us-bur God sees it all. 
He longs to heal the hurrs of the world, bur H� chooses to do it 
mrough us. We are His hands, co touch the world around us and 
bring hope ro a world suffering inexpressible pain. If we are willing, 
He will open our eyes to the desperate need and send us to comfort 
the broken. • 

Jermain Andrews served as a literature evangelist with Lifestyle 
Canada, a charity organized to better fulfill the mandates of the 

literature ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church across 
Canada. To read more stories like this one, please visit Lifestyle 

Canada.org!stories, or contact us at mail@lifestylecanada.org. 



Choosing a Classroom for 
• 

e r n 1 

W
hen our first child was born 17 
years ago. we determined that he 
would receive the best education 

available. We also believed that as parentS, 
we are our children's first teachers and 
nothing can replace the primary education 
chat comes from the home school. 

The tinne finally came when we felt 
char what we could offer at home was nor 
in rhe best interest of our two kids, and 
so we made the prayerful decision to move 
to a new pastoral district and enroll our 
children in rhe Seventh-day Adventist 
school system. Ten years later they have 
had the distinct privilege of attending 
Woodlands Adventist School and Parkview 
Adventist Academy (PAA). It was the best 
decision we have ever made! 

Here are some reasons why we send 
our kjds ro Adventist school�. First off. 
the Bible is taught there. Deuteronomy 
6:6, 7, says, "And these words which I 
command you roday shall be in your 
heart. You shall reach them diligently ro 

your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie down, 
and when you rise up." 

God instructs us to saturate our 
children's minds with His Word. As 
parents, we have pur much effort into 
teaching our children the Bible since 
they were born. We want to know that 
the time they spend at school (25-35 
hours per week) is time where God's 
inspired Word forms the foundation of 
all their academic subjectS, and where it is 
taught with consistency and conviction. 

Our goal as Christian parents is to 
give our kids a complete and thorough 
education. And we believe that anything 
outside of an Adventist education is an 
incomplete education. 

The second reason we send our children 
ro Adventist schools is that the teachers 
and administrators share our values. I can't 
imagine purring my kids into an environ· 
menr where God is hated, ignored, or 

e d u c a t i o n  

both. Even the best public schools are 
prohibited by law from reinforcing the 
values we teach at home . 

Seventh-day Advenrist schools care 
abour nor only rhe mental development 
of our children but also the spiritual. 
Teachers who love and fear the Lord are 
rhe heart and soul of our schools, and 
they are the second most influential role 
models in our children's lives, besides us. 

The Anal reason we send our kids ro 
Adventist schools is academic achieve· 
mcnr. The Cognitive Genesis study, a 
four-year study from 2006 to 2009 of 
more than 50,000 children in Adventist 
schools across Norrh America found thar 
students who go through the Adventist 
school system consistently score higher 
academically in all subject areas than the 
national average. In addition, the same 
srudy indicated that the longer students 
attended an Adventist school, the higher 
they achieved academically. Some 85 
percent of Adventist school graduates 
atrend college, in comparison ro 66 
percent of public school students. And 
80 percent of Adventist-ttained college 
students will complete their education 
and receive a degree. Only 14 percent 
of those fi·om public schools who arrend 
post-secondary training will complete 
rheir degrees. 

Another thing of particular imerest for 
us was that children who attended smaller 
schools with reduced budgets and rhe 
inability to provide all the resoW"ces of 
publicaly funded schools still scored higher 
chan average students in other schools. 

Academic achievement is not the 
most important thing, however; the best 
education for our children is one in which 
God is central from morning ro bedtime. 
The Bible says, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he 
will nor deparr from it" (Prov. 22:6). We 
wam to raise our children to know and 
love the Lord from an early age and to 
live for Him through all ererniry. 

Adventist schools like Woodlands and 
PAA help us achieve rhar goal. • 

David and Sheila Beaudoin work for 
the Alberta Conference and enjoy 

spending their family time outdoors. 
Their son, Josh is in Grade 7 7 at PAA, 

and their daughter, Julia, is in Grade 70. 

IJj January 2017 29 



k n g s w a y  c o l l e g e  

l<ingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service. 

rhe old gym in order ro accom· 
mod are more people and to 
allow the Aerials, band, choir, 
and drama groups ro perform. 
The goal was ro connect the 
donors with the srudenrs and ro 

highlight the incredible talents 
our young people possess. in 
essence, we wanred tO show 
our donors rhar their gifts were 
making a difference in ilic lives of 
young people who have so much 
ro offer, nor just to Kingsway bur 
also to ilieir home churches and 
local communities. 

The Kingsway Symphoni< Choir perform.s for guests attending the annual fund dinner. All pro<eeds go to the Worthy Student fund. 

As the years have passed, 
since rhe beginning of this ban­
quet, hundreds of thousands of 
dollars have been raised for our 
students. On Nov. 20, 20 16, rhe 
Annual Fun(d) Dinner was held 
again in ilic Old KC Gym with 
a theme of"Gallcry of rhe Arcs.» 
Many of our current students 
created arr work on canvas for 

I N 1903 THE FOUNDERS OF KINGSWAY COLLEGE 

had a specific mission in mind for ilic young people 
ofEastern Canada: "ro reflect Jesus Christ and prepare 

stud ems for His service." Wiili less than $8,000, Lornedale 
Academy (now Kingsway College) opened its doors to 
eight srudenrs, and ilie mission began in earnest. Today 
$8,000 is certainly nor worth what it was in 1903, and 
yet God continues ro bless the finances ofKingsway 
College as He did with rhe fishes and loaves in Mariliew 
14:13-21. 

Each year Kingsway College is blessed ro receive tens 
of rhousands of dollars in donation roward helping our 
srudenrs afford rhe cost w attend Adventist education at 
Kingsway College. The challenge of affording Adventist 
education is nor a new concern for our parents and 
students; however, when ilie families, local churches/ 
conferences, and Kingsway work rogerher, ilie goals 
are mer every time! 

Over 30 years ago, Ralph Janes (President, Kingsway 
College) and Carolyn Osmond {VP of Finance) created 
a banquet ro help fund worthy students, assisting them 
financially ro attend Kingsway. The dinner, held at the 
Kingsway cafeteria, happened every November on a Sunday 
evening wiili great food and student entertainment, 
with all proceeds going to the Worthy Student Fund. In 
the early years, the dollars raised were modest yet blessed 
and helped many students. 

In 2003 the Worthy Student Banquet was moved to 
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the silent auction, while Aerials, 
Band, Choir, and Drama groups performed for over 270 
attendees. The food, prepared by Chef Will, was amazing. 
Allan Hodgins did an incredible job as emcee. There 
were 1 9  companies and individuals who sponsored a 
table of eight for $600 each, and over $2,500 dollars 
of auction irems were donated by local businesses. 
Comments on the venue were extremely positive; 
many people commented that this one event was best 
sui red for rhe old gym because of ilie sound, comfort, 
and hisrory of Kingsway College. 

Again, God blessed rhis event. Over $43,000 was 
raised for our Worthy Student Fund, making rhis night 
the single biggest fund raising event for our srudenc.�. 

In 1903 a dream began to reach young people about 
the love of Jesus through academic classes, work, and 
social events at Lorncdalc Academy. Today the tradition 
continues under ilie name ofKingsway College, and 
God continues to bless the donations and gifrs as He 
did ilic fishes and loaves. 1f you arc supporting your 
local Advenrist school, I rhank you and I encourage you 
to continue. l f  you arc not, I encourage you co make a 
difference in rhe life of a young person by contributing 
today. To the 270-plus individuals who visited us in 
the old gym at Kingsway College on Nov. 20, 2016-
iliank you! • 

Greg Bussey is the director of enrolment services, 
development, and alumni relations at King sway College. 
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MANS Principal Receives 

Top SDACC Award 
Principal Gail Wilton has been named "207 6 Top School Administrator" by the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church in Canada. it's an Excellence in Education Award that Gail considers a 

recognition of the extraordinary team at Mamawi Atosketan (MANS). 

T
he Marnawi Aroskeran Native School (MANS) fan1ily can't 
imagine rhe school wirhour their dedicated principal, Gail 
Wilton, and rhe Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada's 

(SDACC) top school administrator can't imagine nor being 
rhere. She has been wirh Mamawi Atosketan from the beginning, 
having joined as a reacher in 2004. Now serving as principal. Gail 
has a top priority of making comprehensive K-12 Adventist edu­
cation possible for srudems of rhe Maskwacis Reserve in Alberra. 

Gail's hard work and dedication have nor gone W1I1oticed. 
Awarded an Excellence in Education Award by rhe SDACC Of­
fice of Education, Gail was named as Top School Administrator 
in Canada. The award, which is parr of rhe dmrch's annual recog­
nition of demonstrated excellence in teaching ministry co 
Canada's best reachers, was presented by SDACC president Mark 
Johnson and Alberta Conference education superimendem Janet 
Griffirh at Alberta Carnprneeting in July. 

To what docs she attribute her success as top administrator in 
Canada? Gail's answer focuses immediately on the strengths of 
her school: "To have a cohesive staff and be able to lead wirh rhat 
kind of staff." 

� 

Indeed, what staff and srudems achieve together at Mamawi 
Atoskeran on a daily basis is extraordinary, particularly given the 
violence present in many srudems' personal lives. It is rhe chal­
lenges that her smdcnts face on a daily basis that motivate Gail to 
devore herself ro the school. "You can give one-on-one care chat 
you can't give in [orher senings]." 

Alberta Conference education superintendent Janet Griffith congratulating Principal Gail 

Wilton on her SDACC Top School Administrator award. 

Her dedication tO Adventist schools reflects her strong belief 
in the rransformarive ministry of education. A graduate of Cana­
dian University College (now Burman University), Gail has 
caught for 12 years in the Adventist system at borh College 
Heights Christian School and MANS. 

MANS remains dose to Gail's heart. The sd1ool is blooming 
with the addition of Grades 10 rhrough 12  and increasing num­
ber of high school graduates. \Xfith an enrolment of200 students, 
MANS is t:he largest school in the Alberta Conference and is in 
the wp five largest K-12 SDA schools in Canada. Bur Gail knows 
rhat rhe impact of the school goes far beyond academics or suc­
cessful enrolmenr. 

"You have to be safe to learn:· says Gail, speaking from experi­
ence. To be able co be here and in MANS's safe environment is, 
for many students, more important rhan the education rhey re­
ceive. 

MANS's supportive environment is changing the direction 
�md confidence of youth in Maskwacis. Ir is the dedication and 
commitment of top reachers such as Gail Wilton who are spear­
heading rhc "rhe MANS difference" that is creating such waves 
and rangiblychanging lives. • 

Alison Bottomley is the communications assistant for 
The Bridge Campaign for Mamawi Atosketan Native School. 

>> Read more about Mamawi Atosketan Native School and meet our students at MANS1 .. ca. 

Details on how The Bridge Campaign is taking First Nations youth to high education can also be found online. 



p a r k v  e w  a d v e n t i s t  a c a d e m y  

'{Getting involved in the things ! love 
has really helped me become who 
God wants me to be.11 

Growing up in Saskatoon with her mom and rwo brothers, 

Michelle Lwin did nor consider coming ro Parkview Adventist 
Academy (PAA) until her church family stepped in. 

"Friends who had graduated from PAA talked with my mom 
and convinced her rhar rhis was a much better place for me to 
be," she says. Still, she had some concerns. 

PAA was far away from home, full of unfamiliar people, and 
very expensive. "When I came to PAA Days, all my fears went 
away and 1 really liked it;' Michelle shares. "so I prayed. 'God, 
if I gcr money, I 'II come.' And then my name was drawn for a 
scholarship! If! wasn't ar PAA, I wouldn't be who T am now. 
Ifl had gone to public school. I would for sLu·e have ended up 
somewhere I don't wam to be." 

Though Michelle has loved her time on campus, her years 
each hold different experiences for her. "My first year was 
probably my worst because of some of the friends I made;' she 
admitS, "bur then in Grade I I  l started trying out for some of 
the things that I actually wanted to do, like Campus Ministries, 
getting a job, and going to Bible studies. I'm really going to 
miss PAA when I graduate because this campus has become 
my home. The people here arc more than just my friends. We 
protect each other and share our spiritual growth together." 

Michelle's relationships led to her decision to be baptized 
in May 2016. She had spoken for PAA's student-led Week of 
Prayer and received a lot of encouragement for her message. "! 
really didn't think I could do it;' she says. "Bur people were so 
happy that I shared a real thing-being honest about the challenges 
of rhe pasc, looking ahead, and not being afraid co move on." 

These same people stood by her as she struggled with the 
decision to publicly commit herself to God at rhe Canada-wide 
Youth Sttmmir. 

Michelle recalls, "One friend was beside me as we were 
watching the othe( people get baptized, and I just started crying. 
She turned ro me and said, 'This is what you want, isn't it? This 
is it, then. Don't walk away and regret it Iacer!' I had been going 
ro Bible studies all year, and all of a sudden I just knew 1 needed 
ro gee baptized, so I went co the speaker and begged, 'Please ler 
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me go, even in my cloches!' It wa..� so nice to have all ofPAA 
chere to support me. When I chink abouc it now, it still makes 
me happy." 

The whole school celebrated when Michelle and several 
ocher students chose baptism char weekend, and it engendered 
an ongoing focus on prayer and preparation for PAA. This year 
Michelle has become more active, letting her light shine through 
spores, campus ministries, and mentoring friendships with other 
first-year students who are frnding their way as she once did. 

"Getting involved in the things I love has really helped me 
become who God wants me co be," says Michelle. "! wane other 
students co experience rhat roo. PAA challenges you to live on 
your own, bur surrounded by support. My teachers and deans 
have been like parents, and 1 have learned so much from them 
because they're real, coo, calking about their own journeys with 
faith and God." 

Her favourite verse is from 1 Peter 4:8, which instructS people 
to love one another deeply above all. and this is the connection 
Michelle has found at PAA: a place where young people can 
grow in love. • 

Katelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations 
at Parkview Adventist Academy. 
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President Harry S. 
Truman warmly shook 

the hand of Corporal 

Desmond Thomas Doss, 

and then held It the 

entire time his citation 

was read aloud to those 

gathered outside the 

White House on Ckte�ber 

12, 1945. "I'm proud of 

you;• Truman said. "You 

really deserve this. I 

consider this a greater 

honor thin being 

president:• 

. .. 

work camp for conscien­
tious objectors, but he 
refused. "I tried to explain 
that I was a conscientious 
cooperator" was how he 
put it. He sought a place 
in the medical corps. 
He wanted to be placed 
where he could save life, 
not take life. Eventually 
the Army did find him 
a spot with the Medical 
Detachment, 307lh 
Infantry, 77'h Infantry 
Division. 

During the many 
months of training, 

Doss was looked upon as strange. Ralph Baker, a litter 
bearer, noted that Doss "didn't have friends, because 
he was too much out of the mainstream:· In fact, John 
Centola, the company scout, noted that"a lot of people 
thought he was putting on an act. What kind of religion 
tells you that you can't do this, you can't do that?"The 
ribbing Doss received from his fellow soldiers while in 
the United States was soon to change when in battle. 
Many would come to owe their lives to this brave 
religious nut:' 

It was Doss's bravery in saving the lives of his fellow 
soldiers near Urasoe Mura, Okinawa, Japan, from April 
29 to May 21, 1 945, that became legendary. It is now 

the subject of the major motion picture Hacksaw Ridge, 

directed by Mel Gibson. For Gibson, Doss's exploits were 
nothing short of"inspirational:' Gibson continued, "To 
walk into the worst place on earth . . .  without ... a 
weapon and . . .  do his job . . .  as a corps medic and save 
so many lives is remarkable:'' 

Reading the Army's citation of those events, you 
would think, if you did not know better, that you were 
reading fiction. When his battalion "assaulted a jagged 
escarpment 400 feet high;' a heavy concentration of 
artillery, mortar, and machine-gun fire crashed into them, 
inflicting approximately 75 casualties and driving the 
others back:' Doss remained on top of the escarpment 
amid enemy fire and carried all 75 casualties "one by 
one to the edge of the escarpment and there lowered 

them on a rope-supported litter" to safety. One can 
only imagine what was going through Doss's mind 
during this heroic act. In Terry Benedict's documentary 

each wounded man he prayed, "Lord, please help me 
get one more;' and off he trudged through the hail of 
bullets for the one more-75 in total. 

A few days later, on May 2, "he exposed himself to 
heavy rifle and mortar fire in rescuing a wounded man 
200 yards forward of the lines on the same escarpment" 
-but that was not all. Two days later"he treated four 
men who had been cut down while assaulting a strongly 

defended cave:'To do so he had to go through "a 
shower of grenades to within eight yards of enemy 
forces:'There "he dressed his comrades' wounds before 
making four separate trips under fire to evacuate them 
to safety:' This heroic behaviour continued almost daily. 

Commander Jack Glover, who had told Doss in 
training, "You're not going to be by my damn side if 
you don't carry a gun;• was now faced with a medic 
on the frontline in "combat after combat, action after 

action" who "just absolutely refused to allow wounded 
soldiers to not be treated, refusing to withdraw under 
any circumstances:· He marvelled that Doss "was 
absolutely fearless as to what was going to happen 
to him:' Glover was among those whose life was 
spared because of Doss's action during the Okinawa 
campaign. Despite the small arms fire, the artillery 
and mortar shells falling, Doss reached Glover, attended 
to his wounds, and then carried him to safety. 

Unfortunately, it was on the night of May 21 that 
Doss's heroics would come to an end. He again "fear­
lessly" risked his life when a grenade was thrown into 
the pit where he was tending to a wounded soldier. 
He purposely put his foot on the grenade to shield the 
soldier. The explosion ripped through Doss's legs. He 
"waited five hours before litter bearers reached him 

and started carrying him to cover:· However. as he was 
being carried off the field, he noticed a more critically 
wounded man and told the bearers to take that man. 
While he waited for the litter bearers' return, he was 
struck by a sniper bullet and "with magnificent fortitude 
he bound a rifle stock to his shattered arm as a splint 
and then crawled 300 yards over rough terrain to the 
aid station:'2 

Doss's unflinching courage gained the admiration 
of all his comrades. When he was lowering the 75 
wounded that day in Okinawa, the men below were 
wanting to know who was behind all of these men 
getting down to safety. "Some nut up there is getting 
his butt shot off" was the reply. "What a beautiful nut, 
huh?" said Glover. 

The Conscientious Objector, Doss said that as he deliv:e;.:re;,;d�--······· 



When Desmond was about to be put on an evacuation 
ship, he realized that his pocket Bible was missing. The 
word soon got out that Doss's Bible was still on the 
battlefield. A number of volunteers risked their own 
lives in the line of fire to find his Bible-it took some 
searching, but the Bible was found and returned. 

While the Doss story took some time to receive 

worldwide exposure, its underlying themes are as 
old as Christianity itself. What should be the Christian 
response to war? Ancient Christian writers such as 

Tertullian said that when Christ disarmed Peter, He 
"unbelted every soldier.'3 However, many scholars today 
note that the conversion of Constantine to Christianity 
led to a shift in the Christian thinking on war. Theologians 
Ambrose and Augustine developed what has become 
known as the "just war doctrine:'4 The idea was that war 
became"just"when two overarchlng criteria were met: 

jus ad bellum, the parties had a justifiable right to go 
to war; and there was a jus in bello, that is to say, the 
carrying out of the war would be "just:' not overly brutal. 

The brutality of war has become an issue of some 
debate. Many writers suggest that "wars were notal­
ways as deadly and bloody as they tend to be today:•s 

Augustine pointed out that"the real evils in war are love 
of violence, revengeful cruelty, fierce and implacable 
enmity, w i ld resistance, and the lust of power:'6 1n 

Augustine's day war was sometimes more akin to a 
pushing match, not always a wholesale slaughter. The 
goal of battles was to make the opposing army slaves. 
However, scholars have noted that from about AD 1500 
to 1800 there was a military revolution in Western 
Europe during which war became brutal-killing the 
opponent became the primary focus rather than 

catching tlhe enemy for slavery.7 
By the time the 201h century wars were unleashed 

upon the earth, the slaughter of both the innocent 

and the combatants was unprecedented. While today 
in the 21 '1 century some nations try to use superior 
technology to target only combatants, war remains 
brutal. A prime example is the human suffering in the 

Middle East. We are also living in a culture that glorifies 
violence and demands revenge. The current"war on 
terror" presents one example after another in which 

vengeance is sought. ISIS kills a Jordanian pilot, and 
Jordan bombs ISIS targets and hangs a female terrorist 
in retaliation.8 A Russian plane is shot down in Syria, 

and Russia hits back all the harder. Tit for tat remains 
the modus operandi in carrying out war. 

Desmond Doss stands out as one who saw no 
Christian justification for war. War was, in his mind, evil 

by definition. No one has a right to kill another, any 
more than Cain had the right to kill Abel. For Doss his 
conscience was supreme. No state power could compel 

him otherwise. Jack Glover noted that if Doss "had 
been without the belief and without the religious 
commitment, I think he would have been much less 
of a person doing his duty:' In Benedict's documentary 
Doss said, "I was fighting for freedom by trying to save 
life instead of taking life, because I couldn't picture Christ 
out there with a gun killing people. I like to think of 
Him out there with an aid kit llike me:' 

If there were a draft today, and if Desmond Doss 
were alive and young again, I can envision him on the 
fields of Syria, among the ravages of Iraq, or on the 
hills of Afghanistan, tending to the wounded. He left 
the politics of war to the politicians, the ethics and 

morality to the theologians and philosophers. His job 
was to save life. "You can't always win;' said Doss,"but 
when your buddies come to you and say they owe their 
life to me, what better reward can you get than that?" • 

Barry Bussey is a lawyer and religious liberty 
advocate of long standing. He writes from Oshawa, Ont. 

This artide is reprinted courtesy of liberty Magazine. 

1 www.dallymail.eo.uk/rvshowblz/art!cle-3296257/Mei-Glbson-piCiured-directing-set-
new·World·War·ll·drama·Hacksaw·Ridge-expansive·set•located·Sydney·complete· 
fire-dxploslons·dug·pits.html•v·8178326174553128589. 

2 http://army.togetherweserved.com/army/servleVtws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=Shado­
wBoxProfile&type=Person&ID= 18825 

3 Daniel M. Bell, Jr .. Just War as Christian Discipleship: Recentering the Tradition in the 
Church Rather Than the State (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press. 2009), p. 24. 

4 Ibid., pp. 27·32. 
5 lbld.,p. 31. 
6 As quoted by Bell at p. 32. 
7 Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of the Wes4 

1500·1800 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996). 
8 www.thestar.com/newslworld/201 5/02/03/islamic·state-group·says·lt·burned-allve· 

jordanian·pilot.html 
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B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
BC Men of Hope Weekend 

On Oct. 14-16 the «Men of Hope" 
annual men's gathering took place at 

Camp Hope, this time featuring speakers 
Paul Dybdal from W.'llla Walla University 
and Bryan Gallant from the Iowa/Missouri 
Conference. The theme was "Peace with 
God." 

Camp Hope director, Bill Gerber, 
displayed a collection of 65 difference 
kinds of axes, hatches, etc.; these served 
as a great conversation starter for men. 

On Friday night Dybdal opened up 
the weekend by sharing thouglm on a 
man's "calling." He showed that those who 
follow the calling of service and sacrifice 
are the happiest and most satisfied. 

On Sabbath morning Gallant shared 
his scory of the tragic car accident that 
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cook his two children, as well as the 
journey of healing. Gallant's love for God 
and ability to laugh in the full assurance 
of God's plan was encouraging. 

For church worship service, Paul 
Dybdal gave the men a biblical lesson, 
"Fighting;' using the example ofShammah, 
one of King David's mighty men who stood 
with conviction for what was important. 

On Sabbath afternoon Bryan Gallant 
illustrated our position in Christ and 
the need to believe and accept our royal 
standing as "Sons of God" and not allow 
the devil to make us think as slaves or 
failures. 

On Saturday night, Jim Smith gave 
his testimony of how God has delivered 

him from shame and alcohol abuse. Camp 

director, Bill Gerber, led us in a series of 
fun giveaways-to men who had travelled 
the farthest, men who married their wives 
the most recently, etc. Dybdal presented 
a great message entitled "Worry" and 
gave reasons to trust God. 

On Sunday morning Dybdal gave the 
closing message, which was about what 
we should do when we fall: We need to 
reread MAPS-Re-Mind yourself who 
you are; Re-Access, look at what happened; 
Re-Play what God says; and Re-Submit 
to Christ. 

The weekend was a turning point for 
many men, and a great inspiration. • 

- G r e g  W e l l m a n ,  M e n ' s  
M i n i s t r y  C o o r d i n a t o r  



WELCOME to Our Club! 
Taking a group of cwency 10- co J 8-year-olds and building a family 

is nor for the faim of heart. Ten-year-olds have significantly differem 
needs than do 18-ycar-olds, and they arc incercsrcd in different cltings. 
But the Oakridge Mountain Lion Pathfinder Club has always been 
unique. And recently, we spent rwo weeks cogerher building something 
tangible: smokeless stoves with the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (AD RA) in Peru, which rook two days in transit wirhour sleep, 
each way, for che affordable tickers! If you think joining such a group 
mighc actually be fun, WELCOME tO our club. 

WORSHIP, cogerher, is the first secret tO a successful club. And 
wich us, ic is always mixed wich EATING, and LAUGHTER. Ac home 
in Vancouver, you will find the dub every Friday night bonding over 
supper and worship ar their leaders' house, Rex and Angela Sheehy, 
with co-leader Debbie Silva helping our. Some kids will jump on 
che trampoline, some will play with the dog, some will have singing 
contests and post them online, and others will just sic and visit. And 
many of their parents come along roo! Soon it is time to sir down 
wgether and have worship, looking up Bible cexcs, charring abouc 
relevant issues they face every day, or listening co a guest speaker. 

COMMUNITY is the inevitable result of a few months of chis. 
Throw in a can1pouc every few months, balance it with some Sabbath 
afternoon hikes, a f.:w birthday parties, P:uhfinder marching practices 
and camporees, and rhe small group soon begins to function like a 
f.'lmily, with everyone having a role and responsibility. While rhe 
rclarionshi ps arc nor always perfect, jusc as with brothers and sisters, 
patience, forgiveness, and love conquer in rhe end. 

OPPORTUNITY presencs itself as the club, like any happy family, 
wants ro spend time together. Our dub began reaching our to our 
cormnw1ity wirh small adventures like yearly can collecting arotmd 
the church for cl1e food bank, rain or shine. We !,'Tew into making and 
passing out sandwiches downrown, then preparing dinner for 200 of 
the Lower Mainland's Seventh-day Adventist Church community 
outreach group "Let's Move Vancouver," going ro Chicago and che 
Parhflnde•- convention of 40,000 in Oshkosh 2014, and finally 
graduating tO a ti.1ll two-week outreach trip to Peru! Along the way, 
we learned co fundraise and work rogerher as a ream. We presented 
our plans ro our church, wrote sponsorship letrers, sold poinsettias, 
went on an 80-kilomcrre bike-a-chon, helped with gardening and 
painting, and sold Krispy Kremes outside the local Canadian Tire! 

And the MASTER is rhere co meet us every seep of the way. 
Working as His represenrarives,Jesus works on our hearts as we 
learn co serve ochers. One day it might be helping a shivering younger 
Parhfmder through a rainstorm back to the rents from a hike, rhe 
next it might be playing Frisbee with a smiling child roo poor fM a 
school uniform in a little village on rhe ocher side of the world. Our 
club frnds adventure wherever we go. And we always find that God 
has something new to reach us. 

EXCELLENCE is what you'll flnd when children, teens, and adults 
work and grow together, serving God as a rean1. \Ve have discovered 
chat in our club, the more we "WELCOME;' the happier we are, and 
the more joy we can bring ro others. • 

- L o r e t t a  K n o p p ,  O a k r i d g e  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  

n e w s  

loretta Knopp working on an ADRA Canada project in Peru. 

The Oakridge Mountain lion Pathfinder Club take In the sightsat Machu Picchu. 
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n e w s  

BC Conference Elects New Ministerial Director 

TomGiatts 

On Sunday, Oct. 23, 2016 the BC Conference Board ofDirccrors (BOD) 
unanimously elected Tom Glans co serve as the Ministerial Director for the 

Conference, on a half-time basis, scarring on December I .  Glans will continue ro 
serve as the senior pastor of the Abbotsford church (half-time), concurrently with 
his new role. According to Wesley Torres, BC Conference President, the BOD 
identified some important qualifications in Tom Glares as it extended him rhe 
invitation ro serve in the ministerial position: "Tom is passionate about soul winni11g, 
enjoys equipping church members for service, has men cored many young pastors 
during his pastoral ministry, and has shown clear evidence of his commitment to 
rhe gospel commission for over 30 years of service ro God's cause." Please keep 
Pastor Glarrs in your prayers as he assumes his new responsibilities. • 

O n t a r i o  
Bluewater District Churches Churches Fil led 
Their Summer Calendar with Three Incredible Events! 

Working together as a 
ream, rhe Harriston, 

Owen Sound, and Hanover 
churches embraced a very 
busy bur rewarding summer 
schedule. After many long 
hours of planning, promot­
ing, and coordinating, our 
annual Bluewater District 
Campmc::cting took place 
in Elmwood on Aug. 27. 
Invitations were given ro 
surrounding communities, 
families, and church members 
ro attend a wonderful and 
inspiring day of worship, 
music, study, and fellowship 
together. 

Following soon after on a balmy 
September weekend was our church 
cam pour. Families arrived Friday evening 
ro spend the weekend rogerher at Cyprus 
Lake Provincial Park and Bruce Peninsula 
National Park. The lovely sounds of 
insuumenrs and voices filled the air as 
we worshipped rogcrhcr around the 
campfire. Paddles dipped inro the calm, 
morning waters, and hiking boors and 
shoes were tied and untied many times 

Church members manning the healthy living booth 

at the International Plowing Match. 

throughout the weekend as we toured 
the amazing sights of rocky beaches and 
shorelines. A few brave souls refreshed 
themselves in the cool Georgian Bay 
waters. There is something simple yet 
amazing about gathering rogerher around 
picnic rabies, in rhe forests, and under 
brilliantly lit night skies to worship nnd 
draw closer ro God. 

This peaceful getaway was a great 
energizer for the really big event co come. 
The Imernarional Plowing March rook 
place near Harriston during rhe week of 

Sept. 20. The opportunity ro 
be a parr of a community 
evcm where 90,000 visitors 
browsed through a rent ciry 
was roo good ro pass up. Our 
booth was focused on health 
and with the help of mem­
bers in all three churches, and 
Maria Mclean, Director of 
Health and Children's Min­
istries, we were able ro meet 
and assist over 700 visirors! 

The Health Age Check 
survey was completed by 530 
participants with several 
hundred more browsing 
through the booth. It was 

a great deal of work, bm the Bluewater 
District Churches have definite plans ro 
participate again at the !PM in 2017. It 

was a wonderful opporrw1ity to meet 
people from all over Ontario, listen ro 
d1eir stories, and share our health message. 
This has been an incredibly uplifting 
and inspiring summer and we are truly 
grateful for rhc opportunities ro work 
together to share the love of]esus. • 

- K i m b e r l y  H a m m e r m u e / J e r, 
H a r r i s t o n  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT, AsofOct 31. 2016, therewerel\29 deposltorswlth a total deposlt 
• of $30,552,fl73 There were 87 loans w1th a value of $26,578,593 

For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao-quiambao.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433·001 1 .  

3 8  January 2 0 1 7  IJj 



M a r i t i m e s  
No More Buckets! 

I t's been raining at Sandy Lake Academy 
(SLA)-raining in the hallway, raining 

in the Grade 9/10 classroom. \'(!henever 
it would rain outside, it would rain inside 
roo, and blllckers were srraregically placed 
ro catch the drops. Bur no more! Before 
d1e studentS headed back to class, the roof 
was given top priority, and now our school 
is dry and !'Cady for rhc new school year! 

It is no secret char the 5,600-plus 
square-foot roof at SLA has posed a 
number of challenges over the years. It 
has been a significant goal for SLA ro 
find resouJ;ces and funds in order ro see 
me roof properly done tor the 2016/2017 
school year. Many prayers were answered 
in late August in the form of generously 
donated funds and a ream of hardworking 
volunteers. 

The project was planned for August 
28 and 29 and was headed up by Pasror 
Kevin Scott, who was a roofing supervisor 
and commctor before being called to rhe 
ministry. Very early on rhc morning of 
Sunday, the 28'h, :m enthusiastic group of 
workers gathered at SLA to get the job 
done. Unforcunarcly, some of rhe supplies 
had failed w be delivered on time from 
Toronro, and so they could only get a 
starr on things by shoveling off the old 
gravel from me roofrop, which was a big. 
heavy, dirty job, bur d1c volunteers put 
rheir backs to it and ir was soon done. 
Afterwards, a number of them stayed on 
for a portion of me day. doing many 
other smaller work projecrs around the 
school, such as reroofing rhe shed. A 
delicious pocluck dinner was provided 
at noon by another wonderful group of 
volunteers. 

The project was postponed until rhe 
following weekend, so Sunday, Sept. 4 saw 
the group on the roof again, beginning 
at 6:30 a.m., and the tear-off of the old 
roof began. When rhe roof was opened 
up, they found the layers underneam to 
be soaked wim water. No wonder it was 
always raining inside rhe school! The old 
layers were ali scraped off, and me job of 

n e w s  

Kevin Scott (Jrd from right} heads up the team of volunteers that replaced the roof at Sandy Lake Academy. 

laying rhe new EPDM rubber roof began. 
The crew worked until it was too dark ro 
see and cl1en were back again on Monday, 
Sept. 5. ro finish rhe job. 

A huge thank-you goes our ro the 
amazing group of volunteers! Between 
35 and 40 people were on cl1e roof ar 
different rimes, representing all four of 
the area churches: Halifax, Dartmouth, 
Tamallon, and Fox Point. They were 
there from before dawn until after dusk. 
The comment was made that "they worked 
rogether like a well-oiled machine;· with 
determination and skill, and you could 
hear laughter and some teasing going on 
as well! Because of rhe willingness of all 
me volunteers, SLA was able ro save over 

$60,000 in labour costs. (However, due 
to some unforeseen cost overruns, we are 
still looking for some monetary donations 
ro the project.) 

Another muci1-appreciated group of 
helpers provided great meals and snacks 
every day, keeping the roof crew fuelled 
for the hard work d1cy did. Thanks and 
praise ro God, as He blessed us with 
perfect weather, no injuries, and by rhe 
rime the sun was setting on Monday 
evening, the job was basically complete. 

Sandy Lake Academy's reachers, staff, 
and students are very thankful to everyone 
who helped make our school a safer, better, 
and drier place ro be! • 
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A l b e r t a  
Red Deer Church Celebrates 11Kids First" 

0 ne of rhe many high poinrs in Red Deer's year-long emphasis 
on children has been rhe presenrarions of masrer reacher 

and Crearion experr, Ben Roy. Visiring from Charranooga, Tenn., 
this Southern scientist-performer shared messages of God's love 
and ingenious Crearion ro over 87 children and their families. 
The Red Deer church hosted his presentations as part of a 
children's evangelism initiative from October 21 to 29, 2016. 
The engaging evenings were ftlled wirh live science experiments 
and great information about our physical universe and caring 
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Creator. The meetings concluded wirh a celebration of baptism 
on rhe final Sabbath where many young people expressed their 
desire ro choose Jesus. In purring Him ftrsr in rheir lives, rhe 
yotmg parricipanrs reminded the Red Deer church family rhat 
putting kids firsr marrcrs! To enjoy Ben Roy's presentarions, go 
to www.gosciencellc.organd continue to pray for children's 
evangelism in Alberta. • 

- K a t e l y n  R u iz, R e d  D e e r  c h u r c h  



! BURMAN � U N I V E R S I T Y  
BURMAN UNIVERS ITY & 

PARK VIEW ADVENTIST ACADEMY 
presents 

theme 

HILLTOP INDUSTRIES 
TEACHING THE TRUE DIGNITY OF LABOUR 
A special invitation is exton dod to all former employees and student workers of tho hilltop 

industries. This group will receive special recognition during the Sabbath School program. 

HONOUR CLASSES 
2012, 2007, 2002, 1997, 1992, 1987, 1982, 1977, 1972, 

1967, 1962, 1957, 1952, 1947 AND ALL CLASSES PRIOR TO 1947 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT , 

alumni@burmanu.ca or call 1 -800-66 1-8129 ext. 8 or (403) 782-3381 ext. 4161 



a d v e r t  s e m e n t s  

EXCELLENCE IN ADVENTIST EDUCATION 
OUR FAITH OUR WAY 

GAA h proud lu pfll\ td.: a Chn�H:cntrcd curncuhun 111 
u tcdmology-hawd lcammg c:n\ ironment to the grc:nt.:r 
llamtlton_ Onrorio area. Our '\tud�us enjoy mtcractivc 

whttchoard'. a I I laptop pmgmm. and a mmt-tl'ad lah 
Come piny, lcam nnd gu)\\ �pmntally nt C.mndvtc\\ I 

Jell HWY I. fiiOUHT HOPI. ON LOR tWO IOI.tn.4412 

The Process for Nominators: 
Must be a stakeholder (superintendent, principal, school board member, teacher, pastor, school staff member, parent, student, or church member). 
Must not be immediate family members of the nominee 
It the nominee is a teaching principal, the nominator must select either Teaching or Administrator Award. AU leners of recommendation must sup­
port the appropriate award they are being nominated for. 
•tmportant- please check with local conference or boarding academy to see If the teacher and/or administrator that you want to recommend fulfills 

the requirements for the Nominee noted below 
Must complete the Nomination Form, Letter of RecommendatiOn Form, and a Letter of Recommendation 

Must find two other stakeholders (one from each of the two other categories), unrelated to the nominee, to complete the Letter of Recommenda­

tion Form and write Letters of Recommendation. For example, if the nominator Is someone from the School Leadership category (Superintendent, 
Principal, or School Board Member), the remaining two letters of recommendation must be from each of the remaining categories, one from 
Colleagues (Teacher, Pastor, or School Staff Member) and one from School Community (Parent, Student, or Church Member). 

Nominee: 
Must have a valid Standard, Professional, or Administrator denominaltonal teaching certificate. 
Recipient of teacher award must have a minimum of one full year teaching experience in the Seventh-day Adventist Church In Canada school 
system. 

Recipient of the administrator award must have a minimum of two years of admin1strator experience at the current school to be ehg1ble for the 
administrator award. 
Must be a teacher or administrator who is employed at least half time for the Seventh-day Adventist Church In Canada school system 
Must not have received an Excellence Award within the last five years. 
(A list of teachers who have received awards are posted on CAT-net- http://catnet.adventist.ca.) 

It is our hope that the SDACC Excellence in Education Award will inspire our teachers and school admimstrators to always strrve for excellence in teaching 
and serv1ce, and that those who are presented with this prestigious award will truly appreciate it as a token of our thanks for havmg them as excellent 
teachers in our school system. 

Please take the time to nominate your Adventist School teacher or pnncipal today. Nomination forms can be found on CAT-net, 

hnp://catnet.adventlst.ca under Resources· SDACC- Excellence In Education Award or you may call the SDACC Office of Education at 905.433.0011 x2072. 

D�dlin�. A'p�il l!S 
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• Announcements 

PROCESS: 

• All announcements (non­
profit events, new member 
notices, birth announcements, 
weddings, anniversaries, 
obituaries, and tributes) should 
be emailed to Aimee Perez 
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca) 
or faxed to her attention at 
905/433.0982. 

• Every Individual named In 
the announcement must be 
aware of the submission and 
have granted the submitter 
approval for printing. 

• Obituaries must be submitted 
on the appropriate form, 
completed and/or approved 
by a family member of the 
deceased. The forms (both 
printable and electronically 
submitable) are available at 
www.adventist.ca/messenger. 

• The Messenger assumes no 
liability for typographical 
errors or responsibility for 
inaccuracies originating in 
submitted material. 

• For more information about 
Messenger announcement 
policies, go to www.adventist. 
ca/messenger, click •writers' 
Guidelines" then click 
·announcements� 

• New Members 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Dorothy Anderson was baptized in 
Kclowna. B.C., on Ocr. 29. 2016, by 
Cam Koronko. She is now a member 
of the Rutland church. 

Stefania lvascu w"s baptized in 
Kdowna, B.C., on Oct. 29, 2016, 
by Rob Folkenberg I U. She is now 
a member of rhe Rutland church. 

Anthony Lacroix was baptized in 
Kdowna, B.C., on Ocr. 29, 2016, by 
Cam Koronko. He is now a member 
of the Rutland church. 

Jie li was baptized in Kelowna, B.C .. 
on Oct. 29. 2016. by Cam Koronko. 
She is now a member of the Rutland 
church. 

MARITIMES 

Naomi Harun was baptized in 
Halifax, N.S., on Ocr. 22, 2016, by 
Gary Bdhomme. She is now a very 
acrh•e member of the Halifux church. 

Oratile Mogae was baptized in 
Halifu.,, N.S .• on Oct. 22, 2016, by 
Gary Bclhommc. She is now a very 
acth•c member of the Halifax church. 

• Births 

Blaze Nixon Dubyna Kettner was 
born on june 15. 2016. co Brad and 
Amanda (ncie Dubyna) Kenner of 
Red Deer, Alta. 

Benjamin Paul Joseph Willock 
was born on Ocr. 19. 2016, co Joe 
and Mary Willock ofHalifux, N.S. 
A brochcr ro sister, Mallory. 

• Anniversaries 

Dave and Leora Lawson of 
Whitby, Ont., celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary on Dec. 16, 2016. 

The couple met and were engaged 
on the can1pus ofOshawa Missionary 
College (Kingsway College). The 
Lawsons have rc$ided in Ontario, 
Florida, Cali fornia, and Idaho. An 
Open HotL'iC wa� held in their honour 
ar chdr son's home: in Oshawa. Onr. 
The Lawsons have tlvc children: 
Don (Marg) Lawson, Joan (T.,ras) 
T.,nasiychuk,James (M.ry Jane} 
L:lwson. Kevan L:lwson (predeceased), 
and Lnri (Cory) Lawson; f.ve gr>nd· 
children and three grcat·grandchildren. 

• Obituaries 

Urban Burns Embleton was born 
onJan. l8, 1919. in Harvey Station. 
N.B., and died on Sept. 22,2016, in 
Kelowna. B.C. He is predeceased by 
his parents. Robert and Geclrgina 
Embleron; hrst wife, Gladys Embleton; 
second wife, Elizabeth (nee Wolfe) 
Embleton; daughters. Pauline Bell 
and June ChariC-�wOrth; stepdaughter, 
Martha \Volfe; stepson, Ron \Volfe; 
sons-in-law. Victor Frank and Miles 
Bdl: and {,'l"andson, Michael Embleron. 
Surviving: son, Curr(Janct) Embleton 
of Fort St.John, B.C.; daughters, Sandy 
(Dave} Kozak ofKdowna: Dorothy 
Frank of Cranbrook, B.C.; step­
daughters, Violcr Wolfe, Diedre 
Wolfe, Betty \Volfe; I) grandchildren, 
numerous great-grandchildren, and 
one great-great-grandchild. 

Carole (nee Butler) Hubley was 
born on March 24, 1943. in Halifax, 
N.$., and died on April 26, 2016, in 
St.John, N . .B. She worked at Branson 
Hospital in Ontario as a switchbo,u-d 
supervisor and ar d1e infonnation desk 
for ov<r 26 years. She loved music, 

especially playing piano and singing 
with her sisters. Cai'Oie is predcce<lscd 
by husband, Stanley Hubley, and her 
parent.<, Charles and Marjorie Butler. 
Surviving: sisters, Beverley (Fred) 
Birch ofErhclberc, Man., Marjorie 
(William) Akerley of Belleislc Creek. 
N.B., and Jeanie (Ru1<Scll) Hubley of 
Bedford, N.S. 

Alvin Francis Krlvoshein was 
born on May 5. 1935. ncar Struan, 
Sask .. and died on Aug. 29. 2016, 
in Abbotsford. B.C. Surviving: 
wife. Linda Krivoshcin; sons, Todd 
Krivoshein of\'ifood.inville, Wash. 
and M:lrk Krivoshdn ofTucson. 
Ariz.; brother, Larry Krivoshdn of 
\Valla Walla, Wash.; sisters, Lottie 
Tair of Saskatoon, Sask., and Sharron 
Berg ofSaskawon: and five grand­
children. 

Ruth (nee Benson) Mohns was 
born on Sept. 2, 191 S, in B·romhead, 
Sask., and died on June 9, 20 16, in 
Courricc. Onr. She served in. numcmu.s 
positions in church. and was loved 
and r<$pected by all who knew her. 
Ruth is predeceased by her husband, 
Lester Martin Mohns; daughter, 
Gail Mohns; parents: and siblings. 
Surviving: SOIU, Wayne (Sandra) 
Mohns, Douglas Mohns; d:auglncr, 
Wendy Mohns-Komar: eight grand­
children and 17 great-grandchildren. 

Marvin Suiter was born on May 26. 
1922. in Cawsron, B.C .. and died 
on july 20, 2016. in Vernon. B.C. 
He served in the Brirish Columbia, 
Alberta. Ontario, and Man-Sask 
conferences in treasury, as wdl as 
pasroring the Salmon Arm and 
Silver Creek churches in B.C. afrcr 
retirement. Marvin is predc:ceasecl by 
his wi fe, Lois (nee Maxwell!) Suit«; 
parents, Terry and Jeanette Suiter; 
half-brother, Fr:tncis Suiter: ::md siSter, 
Lila Smith. Surviving: daughr<rs, 
Maxine Woods of Millers Creek, 
N.C.: Glenna Kingsfldd of Am1srrong, 
B.C.; sister. Norma \�1ttS; and three 
grandchildren. 

• Advertisements 

Union College seeks an Adventist, 
Master's·prepared PA faculty 
member. The ideal condidarc will 
have dinidll experience in Family 
Practice and Emergency Medicine. 
Prior reaching experience is desired 
bur nor necessary. Starr d:nc June I, 
2017. Send CV and re ferencesto Jodi 
Chewakin, jochewak@uco llege.edu. 
(1/17) 

a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

• Advertising 
Policiu 

PROCESS: 

• All advertising should 
be submitted with local 
conference approval. 

• Payment must accompany 
your ad, or it will not be 
published. 

• The Messenger assumes 
no responsibility for typo­
graphical errors, nor liability for the advertisements. 
Acceptance of ads does not 
constitute endorsement of 
the products or services by 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church In Canada. 

RATES: 

For ads rates, sizes, deadlines, 
and more, visit: www.adventist 
ca/messenger. 

Union College seeks full-time 
professor of Communications 
and English with mong skills in 
mag:1zine journalism, editing, and 
writing instruction for position 
bcginningJuly 2017. Doctorate is 
preferred. Please submit curriculum 
"irae to Dr. Mark Robison, Htu11anirics 
Division chair. at marobiso@ucollcgc. 
cdu. (2/17) 

Vegan Friendly-TruHealth· 
Fat-Loss-System. Extremdy 
effective. health-building. bone/lean 
mass/energy improving. 3-product 
system includes (I) good·tasting 
pea/rice bran protein shake, (2) 
TruShapc capsule that converts body 
fut into energy. (3) delicious Trul'urc 
ceU-dcansc daily drink. www.fl.rst 
timcever.ca Vivian thegoodlifc @lit­
deloon.ca 888.30 1.3338 ( 1/17) 

Maul Vacation Condo: relaxing 
ond affordable. Only • 3-min. walk 
to the beach! 1-bdrm w/king bed. 
Clean, com fortable. weU-mainrained. 
Sl«ps 4. Fully furnished kitchen. 
washer/dryer, and more! Fre< packing, 
\'ili-Fi, and calls to Canada/U.S.! 
Friendly Kihei SOA church nearby. 
Visit us at www.vrbo.com/62799. 
Email: mauivista1 12S@gmail.com 
or call Mark 909/800-9841 (USA). 
(1117) 

Remnant Publications has 
the perfect study Bible that 
will enhance personal devotions for 
both adults and children. We can 
also provide you with sharing books, 
pocketbooks, and DVDs ro help you 
n::1ch yourcommunit)' with chc 
gospel. Visit your ABC, ur www. 
rc:mnantpublications.com or call 
800/423-1319 for a free catalog. 
(8/17) 
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Elizabeth View Bed & Breakfast, 
com•enientl)• located n�xt to Burman 
Univcr�ity in Lacombe. AB. Private 
entrance, bathroom; and breakfast 
served in personal lounging area. 
Overlooks Lake I'Ji1.abe<h with itl\ 
mainrnincd walking trails. Ideal for 
business or pleamre. www.dizabnh 
vicw.ca. Contact Dianne at 403/782-
3407. (5/ 17) 

Authors of cookbooks. healrh 
books, children's chapter and picture 
books, call 800/367-1844 for your 

fter evaluation. We publish all book 
fom>ats, distribute to over 39,000 
bookstores in 220 countries. Find 
our 1wv tides at your local ABC or 

www.TEACHSc:rvices.com-u.scd 
SDA books at www.LNFBooks.com. 
(8/17) 

Citrus fundraising for your church 
or school. Hand·sdccrcd

,
citrus 

direct &om the grove. Indian River 
Fundraisers. Please caiiS00/558· 
1998. (2/ 17) 

Hawaii Vacation Condo Rentals: 
Authentic .. Hawaiian Plnmacion­
s<yie." Full ki"hens, 2-minure walk to 
beach/fumous 8-m ile oceanside walk­
ing path. Relax, rejuvenate, explore 
the beauti ful "Garden lsle-Kauai"­
earth's paradise! Resort includes 3 
pools/hot spas. picnic/grilling areas, 

fru Wifi/parking, activity concierge, 
5 minurcs tO chun.:h, w:alkingdistancc 
w rcsrauranrs/shops/local cnrerrain­
mcnt/hiking/p:trks/>11 :tmenirics, :tnd 
only IS  minutes from Lihue airport. 
View/book online: www.vrbo.cnm/ 
862188 (Queen/bed). www.vrbo. 
com/rooms/862194 (King/bed), 
www.vrbo.com/862193 (2 double/ 
beds). Lyle/Vivian: d1egoocllife@ 
lirr1doon.c:t; 888/301-3338. (12/16) 

Home-based businesses are the 
new norm. This hcalth·relarcd home 
business ha., improved our world and 
tbeworld, simulrnneously. lfyou'rc 
looking for a flnancial boost and/or 
bcrrcr health. consider joining me or 
just using rho prnduc<s ... I'd lovo co 
work with youj either way! Product 
intO: www.mannamorion.corn/Lifc 
Enhancers. Conracr Vivian: rhcgood 
life@1irddoon.ca 888/30 1·3338. 
( 12/16) 

Email. JOn@'realestaternreddeer.com Jon and Denise Nichols 
denis&@reolestoternreddeer . com AssociATE BROKER & AGENT 
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GEORGE'S TREE Will teach you how to benefit from Canadran 
tax deductible policies when you make your current charitable 

donations, as well as charitable bequests in your Will. A financtal 
specialist in Planned Giving. author Alain Levesque uses an easy­

to-read story fonnat to demystify many preconceived notions. 

This special edition 1ncludes examples for Planned Gifts to 
Canadian Adventist charitable organiZations. 



HopeChannel 
Now available on 

these cable stations: 
Eastlink, Delta, Coastal, 

and CityWest 

CityWest 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

High Definition and DVR 
Connect to any TV • Record your favorite shows • IPTV Ready* 

• Yau must have internet at home to wat<h non-satellite <hannels 

Please ask us about 

INTERNET Channels 

Watch Available IPTV 

====-- Channels via Internet 

Complete satellite system $299CAN 
No Monthly Fees 
No Subscriptions 
Includes 36in Dish 
FREE Install Kit 

Plus shipping 

Two Room 
System $449 
Plus shipping 

Your Support Helps Provide Orphans With ... 
• Home and Family • Education and Guidance 
• Food and Clothing • Security and Protection 

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY! 
D Yes! I will sponsor a child for $25 per month 

_ Boy _Girl _ No Preference 

0 I do not wish to sponsor a child, but I would 
like to make a donation of$ to the 
_ Joy Fund _Greatest Need _Other 

Name ________________________ __ 

Street--------------------------

City ______ Prov. _____ PC __ _ 

Phone Email _________ __ 

TO DONATE, CALL: 905.925.1628 
TO SPONSOR A CHILD, CALL: 301.879.4939 

• REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E. Whitby, 
r"'\. ON UN 9G3, Canada • Phone: 905.925.1628 

1 .- t Canada Tax Exempt #89503 4189 RR001 � www.reach.org • info@reachcanada.org 
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f r o m  t h e  e d  t o r  

from the ed itor 
new yea r 
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TO SOME PEOPLE, JANUARY MEANS parties; ro others, football 
games. To me, New Year's is for second chances, introspection, and 
self-evaluation. Each year I consider new ways ro improve-and I'm 
sure I'm nor the only one. Ir is refreshing. I am also intrigued ro study 
New Year celebration customs around the world, as each of them 
holds a special lesson for us. 

The Jewish New Year, or Rosh Hashanah, is imroduced in Leviticus 
23:24, 25. This celebration is often observed over two days and begins 
with sotmding a shofar (ram's horn uumper), eating apples dipped in 
honey ro symbolize a sweet new year, and a ceremonial "cascing off" 

of our sins inro a river. 
Chinese New Year, or "Spring Festival," is probably the mosr 

imporram rradirional fesrival in China. The public holiday lasts one 
week. The highest travel volumes occur at this time as families gather 
together co celebrate. This year the first day of Spring Festival f.'llls 
on the Sabbath of January 28. 

In Thailand, rhe Thai New Year's festival, or Songkran, is celebrated 
on April l3-15 and is full of symbolic traditions, including water 
pouring, which represent washing away sins; releasing birds, fish, and 
other animals as an act of kindness; and ryingstrings around rhe wrists 
of friends while reciting prayers of blessing for che recipient. 

Even here in Canada many people wich Ukminian rootS, for example, 
celebrate Orrhodox New Year on January 14 in much the san1e way we 
celebrate January I .  

So what docs all of this mean for us? People arc particularly receptive 
co fellowship around the holidays and more likely co appreciate gestures 
of kindness. So, no matter when or how you celebrate New Year's, take 
the opportunity co connect with ochers and make friends, especially 
chose who may find themselves alone and far from home on their 
special days. • 

Stan Jensen,editor 
Canadian Advenrist Messenger 

P.S.: I would love to hear stories of your New Year's celebrations from cultures 
around the world, and of reaching out to celebrate with those around you. 






