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A MOTHER'S HEALTH IS IMPORTANT 
A mother's health affects the entire family. Help us build maternity wards, 

train midwives, and provide women with much needed health care. 
Please join us by visiting www.adra.ca/mnch 
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h e a r t  t o  h e a r t  

( (My goal while I was with you 

was to talk about only one thing. 
And that was Jesus Christ and 
his death on the cross. '' 

-1 Corinthians 2:2, NIRV 

Distracted 

D istractcd-driving laws arc one of the current big things. Turns out 
rhar depending on where you happen ro be, you could be fined 
and have your drivt:r's liccnst: jt:opardizd by t:alkingon a handhdd 

mobile phone, eating a sandwich, writing a note on a scrap of paper to 
remind yourself of something. or shaving if you happen to be running 
!at<.: for work and didn't g<.:t it done bcfort:. Now, right from rh<.: start I 
need to be clear char 1 have nor been issued any rickets or paid any fines 
tor distr�n('d driving, but I'm fri('nds with pcopk: who h�vt:. 

So why is distracted driving such a big deal? Mter all, many of us 
may have likely done one or more of rhese things. {I once even passed an 
Advmtist prcach<.:r who was n:ading his Sabbath school ksson quart<.:rly 
while driving to rhe same meering I was headed to!) Each of rhe.se rasks 
could b<.: a good i<ka, dnn<.: in<l<.:pcnd<.:ntly. Th<.: pmblcm is chat chcy cak<.: 
away our attention from what we need to be doing right now-which, 
in this case, is driving a car safely down the road. 

So what do<.:s this hav<.: to do with th<.: church or with me as an 
individual Chrisrian? Unforrwlately, ir is possible for LIS ro lose focus 
on what matters most. Clothing the:: nc::c::dy, handing out bottlc::d watc::r 
at a special event, cleaning up the local park, and a long list of similar 
things are all good. They build relationships (maybe). Bur sadly, many 
timt:s tht:y distract LIS from cht: thing that cops tht: lise. 

Right now, the big thing is Jesus! Lost sight of by many, He's the 
game changer. Eicher I come ro grips with the reality of sin and let Him 
straighten things out for me, or I'm dead-forever. So while there arc 
many important things, if I'm distracted from the message of]esus as 
ch<.: primary f<Kus of His church, I've lost it all. 

Let's stay focused, shall we? • 

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. 
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SUZIE* SAT ON THE GRASS STRUMMING HER GUITAR. 
Her nimble fingers moved from chord ro chord. Her dimpled 
smile lit her eyes. She looked, for all the world. like a happy 
11-year-old girl, enjoying a beauriful day in the sunshine. And 
that was what she wa..�. But she could have been a very different 
11-year-old girl. 

Suzie grew up in rural Thailand. Her home life was shattered 
when her parents divorced. Her mother moved on to B:mgkok, 
nor be heard from again. Her farher left her ar her grandmother's 
house to pursue his musical career. 

Suzie's grandmother would forget to cook meals. She would 
prevent Suzie from going to school, adamant that it was Sunday 
and not a school day. Her grandmother altogether forgot many 
things and confused many others. Suzie's grandmother had 
Alzheimds. 

Given the situation with hc:r absent, tlivorced parc:nts and hc:r 
sick grandmother, Suzie was at risk. In her region of northern 
Thailand, an estimated 40,000 children under the age of 16 arc 
trapped in the sex trade. L1 a situation such as hers, Suzie was 
vulnerable to sex trafficking, whether through recruitment, 
coercion, or abduction. 

When a concerned neighbour called AD RA's Keep G iris Safe 
shelter, the.: house mother responded immcdiatdy. She met with 
Suzie and her family. She explained el1at el1e Keep Girls Safe shelter 
would do just that-keep Suzie safe. She would be able to go to 
school. She would learn gardening skills. She would live with other 
girls who would become her friends. She would have support, 
love, and a purpose:. She would have a more secure future:. 
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The ADRA Keep <.;ids Safe shelter in northern Thailand has 
been in operation for ar least I 0 ye:trs. Ir has been a safe haven for 
girls vulnerable to el1e sex trade, shieltling el1em from harm and 
preparing them for a better furure. It is currently home ro 27 girls. 

At seven years of age, Suzie moved imo the shelter. Any dread 
she may have felt soon faded as she was welcomed by the bright, 
pleasam, polite, and gentle girls who would become like family 
ro her. She was given a rour of the clean, cheet:ful building and 
shown the beamiful garden and the banana tree field. 

Suzie sharc:d a room with clm.:e ocher girls. Two of them were 
much older than her, and they mothered and menrored Suzie 
and her other young roommate. Suzie's days wen: filled with 
school, chores, and play. Her weekends were spent at chw·ch on 
Sabbath and gardening on Sunday. But above all, Suzie loved her 
music. If she wasn't playing the guitar, she was practising the 
piano. She dreams of one day becoming a singer. 

Four and a half years later, 11-ycarold Suzie is safe, content, 
and looking forward to a more promising future. She has learned 
much a hom the love of God through the words and deeds of chose 
at the shdter and at the m:arby Scvench-day Advc:ncisc church. 

Your support of the program ellCough ADRA Canada's Really 
Useful Gift Catalogue has r�scuc:d girls lik� Suzie from dark paths 
and sec them on el1e path to a safe, healthy, and fulfilling life. 
Thank you so much for supportingADR.A in � keeping girls safe.:! • � 

Heather Grbic is the church relations Al >HA 
coordinator for ADRA Canada. ( :an·ada 

*Not her real name. 



in our fallen state, God still loves and values us. 
sin, but He loves the sinner." 

tondl)' recall m)' mother singing hc.:r f-avourite: 
hymn, "A Child of rhe King;· made popular 
b)' Skeeter Davis. Mother would afflrm us that 
every child of God is rrue royalty and dut we 

must derive our self-worth from that. 
Alfrc.:d Adler, psychologist and founder of individual 

psychology, speaks ro the lnunan need ro create positive 
social change. He associates this nec.:d with mental health 
and argued chat everyone has feelings of inferiority that 
can be overwhelming enough to cause us to withdraw 
from others. eventually leading tO an infCrioricy complex. 
This results in feelings of inadequacy and futility. Adler 
apdy advised that we: should not compare: ourselves 
with others. Like my mother, he encouraged a healthy 
self-esteem. 

Mother often encouraged us tO have a positive 
picmre of ourselves, our "self-concept; as it were. This 
determines, ro a large degree, our thoughts, attitude, 
and feelings about ourselves. Recently on CNN, a 
mental health professional declared that overcoming 
inferiority has become "a major issue in borh secular 
and Chrisrian counselling." This statement Cllt.eght my 
attention. 

Sdf-esteem may well be: important enough for us 
ro discuss as believers in our Sabbath school classes. 
There an.: strange theologies that may, if nor properly 
understood, lead to poor self-concept. It is not 
uncommon for me ro hear a preacher pitting self
dc.:nial against sdf-worth, c.:ncouraging the.: crucifixion 
of self. However, it is also true d1at the Bible teaches 
us ro have a positive:: image of oursc::lves because we an: 
new creatures in Cluist. "For the Lord sees not as man 
sees: man looks on the outward appearances bur the 
Lord looks on the heart" (I Sam. 16:7). 

The solution ro poor self-concept is to grasp a biblical 
kind of self-esteem, which includes the following: 

1. I accept myself as a child of God, which makes 
me valuable and imporram (see Psalm 139:13, 14). 

2. I sense my need of God's forgiveness and accepting 
His redemption. Christ died for me. JfHe tl1inks 

that much of me, I had better start thinking some
thing good about myself. 

3. We were crcan:d a "little lower than the angels 
and crowned ... wiffi glory and honour" (Heb. 
2:7). This was God's initiative and His passion 
for our restoration. 

4. He has senr angels to guard us, the Holy Spirit 
to guide us, and rhc Scriptures to teach us
helping us to rruly be the salt of d1e eard1 and 
the light of the world. We are special. 

5. The Scriptut·es affirm char I am a parr of rhe 
"body of Christ." 

6. He has called me to be a part of His church 
where it is comforting ro know that 1 am accepted 
as a valued member. buildingsdf-c:stct:m. as members 
show care and concern for one another. It is nor 
a small thing rhat we: arc referred to as brothers 
and sisters. 

Even in our fallen scare, God still loves and values 
us. He hates sin, but He loves the sinner. 

Now, 1 am nor encouraging pride, which is something 
God abhors. Psychol()gisr Craig 'Ellison says pride is 
an exaggerated desire ro win the notice or praise of 
others. This is claiming the glory for oneself, which 
bdongs to God. 

The Bible encourages humility. The humble accepts 
imperfections, sins, and failures but also acknowledges 
God-given strengths, gifts, and abilities and commits 
to using them co His glory. 

So Skeeter Davis says, "I once was an outcast, a 
stranger on Earth, a sinner by choice, 
and an alien by birth! Bur I've been 
adopted, my name's written down, an 
heir ro a mansion, a robe and a 
crown." 

J still cherish my mother's song. • 

Mansfield Edwards is president 
of the Ontario Conference. 
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Q 

A 

How do you maintain good relationships 
with friends? 

The ability to make friends is one of the most rewarding traits that 
God instilled in human beings when He created us. But, oh boy, it 
can get messy at times! Here are a few things that you can find 
pretty much in every good relationship: 

(1) Be a good listener-you know, stop scrolling your lnstagram 
feed, and make eye contact when they are sharing something 
that is important to them. So yeah, engage in the conversation. 
Show genuine interest in what they are saying. 

(2) Demonstrate that you can be trusted. Don't gossip about 
anybody (even the people you don't particularly like) and keep 
secrets safe. 

(3) Support them when things get tough. Don't bail on them 
when they need you the most! Hardships are a natural triage 
between acquaintances and true friends. 

(4) Don't take your friends for granted. Thank them when they 
do something nice for you, and be happy to return the favour. 

Bonus: Choose your friends carefully! They will influence you 
for good or bad. As the proverb says, "Walk with the wise and 
become wise:' • 

Do you have a question for Pastor Josue Sanchez? Email itto messenger@adventlst.ca. 



Only God can re-form a pollen-munching 
little worm into a brilliantly shiny nectar
sipping bee. ln the same way, God 
re-formed the hearts of Reformers like 
John Wycliffe and Martin Luther before 
the Reformation began. The new 
unselfish hearts of the Reformers were 
pained by the stumbling blocks the 
church had put in the way of people's 
salvation. Reformers wanted to clear 
the way to God. 

Tammie Burak and her family enjoy 
studymg and learmng from God's 
creatron.You can contact her at 
tammle.burak@lgmall com 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God ... who were born ... of God.-John 1:12, 13, NKJV 

When you think of wild bees, do you immediately picture a plump, 
round bumblebee with yellow and black stripes? If you 
do, it's not surprising because bumblebees are so big 
and noticeable. But there are many different kinds 
of wild bees, including metallic green bees, 
whose head and thorax might remind you of a 
shiny new green car. 

These small bees are important pollinators 
for many different kinds offlowers. Females 
carry pollen on their leg hairs into burrows in the 
ground, where they build a ball of pollen on which to 
lay a single egg. The larva that hatches from the egg eats 
the pollen and grows. When it's grown enough, it changes into 
a pupa, a resting stage for the tiny bee. lnside the pupa's 
shell, God works the miracle of metamorphosis, te where the cells come apart and re-form to ( 
make something completely new-a shiny, � 
brand-new, metallic green bee. 

Would you like to see 
some changes in your 
church? Do you think the 
people around you need 
to change? Have you asked 
God to re-form your own 
heart first ?That's where 
change must begin. Ask 
God to work His miracle 
of re-form on your heart 
right now. 



Burman Campus Ministries 
Mas kw a cis [ .r-H·�...........__.'�I-I-I--I-+-'IIIE-I-I-t-�-, 

Left to right: Breeann Burghardt and Aiyanna Potts 

BliCk row, lfft to right: Ryan McNulty, Jodelene Sajous, Treyton 

Waardenburg, Colton Murrell, and Breeann Burghardt. Front 

row, /eft to right: Jade Montgomery·Waardenburg, Ayianna 

Potts, Nancy Reyes, Kathryn McNulty and Alreem Ambrose 
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AS I SAT DOWN WITH BREEANN BURGHARDT, Mask·wacis Children's 
Ministries co-coordinator, I could tell that she was exhausted-finals 
week, basketball practice, tutoring, TA-ing, rhe list goes on. But her face 
lit up, and T could fed he( passion for the: Burman Campus Ministries 
Maskwacis Children's Ministries program. Her enthusiasm was contagious. 
As she told me about the program, how it works, whom it benefits, and how 
her life has changed because of it. I couldn't hdp but g�.:t cxcit�.:d with her. 

Pastor Adam, Burman University's head chaplain, explains, the ministry 
is "an opporrunity for the srudenrs ofBurman University to partner with 
the Maskwacis Seventh-day Adventist community to support them in 
providing ministry, friendship, and support to the children of rhe church." 
The pwgram suppmts not only the children, Brecann adds, but also the 
teens and adults who arrend the church. 

A unique element of the program is transportation: every Sabbath 
aftc.:r the.: Burman bus drops d11.: scudmts off at church, it drivc.:s around 
the Maskwacis community to provide rides for anyone w anting to go to 
church. Th�.: program not only provid�.:s support for th�.: church's programs 
but also offers a soup kitchen after every service, open to anyone, whed1er 
or not they attended church. 

As the.: ministry grew, PastOr Pc.:tc.:r Ford rc.:cruited some mc.:mbers of 
his basketball ream ro help with rhe church program, and more oun·each 
nppormniti�.:s �.:volved. The lasting relationships between Rurman studentS 
and the youth in the church continue to this day as they invite each other 
to basketball games: some at Burman, some at the church youth's public 
schools. Thc.:y support c.:ach other and connc.:ct through the.: sport. growing 
friendships, and men rorships. Burman students also organize on-campus 
"fun days" opc:n to all church members. Fun days offer a whole day of 
relaxing, hanging out, and taking a break from regular life. 

Breeann sees the positive difference the ministry is making. For the 
stud ems, it's a great alternative to going to College Heights Church every 
weekend ; it provides other ways of seeing God and carers ro those searching 
to see God in a different light. Tt is an amazing training ground for almost 
every career path, and the volwltecrism opens job opportwlitics as a stand 
out on resumes. However, the point that she emphasized most is that 
Burman students make lasting rehtionships with the youth through an 
"exchange of culture" -learning about one another and the differences 
between quality of l ife just a halt:hour drive away. 

The.: impact on th�.: kids of the Maskwacis commtmity, though, is "more.: 
than anyone can ever understand," according to Breeann. Pastor Adam 
sums it up by �.:xplaining: ''I've seen firsthand the way the children react 
when tl1ey see their friends from Burman-rhe joy and excitement on 
their faces is incredible." 

Church is a brc.:ak from the norm for thc.:m; thc.:y rc.:cc.:iv�.: love.: one-on-one.:, 
rhey enjoy people spending time with them, and d1ey observe positive 
cxampks of family structures and rdationships. something that not everyone 
in attendance would otherwise get. The benefit of having tl1ese role models 
often results in teens aspiring to go to college, play basketball, and pursue 
and rc.:cogni:tc.: thc.:ir astounding talents. These cxpcric.:ncc.:s arc life changing 
for everyone involved in Maskwacis Children's Ministries. • 

Jacqui McCarty graduated from Burman University in May 2016 
and is currently working at A Better World Canada in Lacombe, Alta. 



p l a n n e d  g v i n g  & t r u s t  s e r v i c e s  

J 
ohn and I grew up togt:thn in Calgary. We: w<.:nt to tht: sam<.: 
schools and had the same friends. \Ve were close, bur eventually 
the business and busync:

.

ss of life put time and distance bc:rween 
us. When I moved ro Victoria, B.C., some years ago, I learned he 
was living in Kelowna. We had nor seen each other for seven years. 

I was pla1ming a trip to Kdowna to m<.:<.:t with some dit:ms. so I 
called my old friend and asked if he'd like to play a game of golf while 
I was there. John was quick to rake me up on the challenge. 

John was waiting in his driveway when I arrived to pick him up. I 
jealously admired his full head of hair and no red he had aged a lircle, 
but he still had that familiar twinkle in his eye and mischievous smile, 
where just one comer of his mouth rurned up. As it is with old friends, 
the conversation flowed as if we had just seen each ocher yesterday. 

John, always the: jokt:r, said, "You know char bast:baU was first spokm 
of in rhe Bible?" 

"Really," I replied. "Now where can I flnd that?" 
"Right in Genesis-it says, In the BIG Inning;· he chuckled as 1 

groaned. And the corny yet laughable jokes continued for 18 more holes. 
After our game:, wc; sropped at the 19th hole for rc.:frcshmcms. Whm 

we sat down, John's demeanor changed. The corner of his momh was 
no longer turned up, and he gazed at his watc.:r glass with deep concern. 
I knew this look; it was one I had seen when John was faced with big 
decisions, such as which university to attend or girl to dare, or when he 
was struggling with his faith. I was rclicvc.:d when he asked if we could 
discuss some estate planning issues. 

John had been a dc:nc.ist and done well financially. He: and his wife, 
Pat, had retired several years earlier. They had funded their children's 
educations, and both children had become medical specialises and were 
doing well financially. 

1 asked John whar he and Par w�uued rheir money ro do. John replied 
char they really wanted ro leave rhe money in their RRSPs1 and rhe 
money they had left in their company to their church. There would be 
plenry from rhe sale of rhe family home for their children to share. 

I suggcst<.:d they designate their church as the beneficiary on their 
reg istered plans (either RRSPs or RRIFs�) so cl1at the proceeds ar death 
would be considered a charitable donation and the church would receive 
the full bt:m:fit of their k:gacy gift.3 

John's company also had rax consequences to be addressed when the 
surviving spouse also passed away. I cold John that one common solmion 
is to use some or all of the cash and investments within the company to 
buy life insurance. This would reduce current taxes in the company and 
cover som<.: or all of the <.:stat<.: taxes, which means a biggt:r gift for charity 
and/or family. 

I added that putting some estate planning ideas in place now would 
give John and Pat peace of mind. Lnmediately the twinkle returned to 
his eye and char rilred smile to his face. 

As I dropped him off. he rurm:d to m<.: and said, "Did you know that 
vegetarian is a Native word for poor hunter?" 

Groan. I responded with a wave. From the: beginning to the: big inning 
of his life, John was always the joker. • 

Rick Wiegel is an investment advisor in Victoria, B.C. 

'Registered Retirement Savings Plan 

'Registered Retirement Income Funds 

'Any tax consequence to the estate would be offset by the charitable contribution receipt 

In the 
Big Inning 

John always the joker, said, 

"You know that baseball was 

first spoken of in the Bible?" 
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w h e r e  a r e  t h e y  n o w  

.-----Where Are_ 
Ihev Now _ ____. 

Messenger catches up with former leaders of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Canada. In this issue we talk with Janet Brock. 

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer. 

Lawren<e and Janet Brodt 
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Messenger: Tell me where you wt:n: /1om and about 
your childhoodfamily. 
Janet Brock: My birthplace: is Oshawa, Om., and I 
was born imo d1e Proury family. My 1110111 and dad mer 
at Kingsway Collcgc-Oshawa Missionary College in 
d1ose days. Dad was the son of a Seventh-day Adventist 
farming family from Exeter, near London, Om. Mom 
was the daughter of a scafaring man and his scamstrc:ss 
wife, both Seventh-day Adventists, in Sr. John's, New
foundland. Dad could fix anything mechanical, and 
Mom loved her teach ing career. He was trained as a 
radio repairman bur became a primer when he became en
gaged to Mom. My childhood was a happy om:, 
spent in Oshawa, wid1 my three brothers, three sisters. 

M: Wbat it!flumced you to choose Adventist education 
as a career? 

J: The biggest influence on my choice of reaching career 
was my mother. She loved reaching. I loved tO play school. 
As the oldest, 1 got to be the reacher. In church school and 
academy, I noticed rhar differenr teachers had varying 
reaching abilities. I was also a questioning kind of student, 
and it upset me char some reachers felt we shouldn't 
(]U<.:stion rdigious doctrincs and idcas within our church. 
In fact, ar one rime I was called our of class and told nor 
ro ask questions in Sible class, because it was "disturbing 
the: faith of the: othc:r studc:nrs." l began to think that I 
could be a reacher who could make a posi£ive difference 
in srudcnrs' livcs, allowing srudcnrs to ask <rucsrions in 
order to grow in their faith. 

M: Whe1·e did you receive your education ami what 
degrees did you earn? 

J: Ali:c:r Kingsway Collc:gc:, l wt:nt w Counicc Secondary 
School for Grade 13, since ar rhar time, Kingsway was 



not accredited for Grade 13. From there 1 wenr to 
Andrews University, where I received a BA in history, 
with minors in English and secondary education. After 
reaching for three years in public school, I returned co 
Andrews ro get my MA in hhtory. Then I attt:nded 
Queens University for a year to work on a docrorate 
in hi�mry, bur decided that I didn't want ro spend my 
youth in the libr:�ry working on a doctorate. Later in my 
career I rook courses in educational administration to 
qualify for a principal'� certificate . 

M: Where did you serve and in wh<zt ct�pllcity? 

J: I began my teaching career in public school-junior 
high in Val-d'Or, Que. l.ater I taught Grade 4 at Crawfiml 
in Toronto and rhen sm:�U schools in Ryley, Alta., Thunder 
Bay and St. Thomas, Onr., and Red Deer, A lea. Whenever 
my husband and I mught ro geth�:r in small schools, we 
always split our reaching accord ing co our subject srrengrhs. 
In Winnipeg, I served halF-rime as principal of Red Rjver 
Valley Junior Academy and half-time as teacher. In British 
Columbia I became principal of Okanagan Adventist 
Academy. 

Later, I embarked on a totally new year-long adventure 
ovcr�ca.\. I became: the: literacy coordinator for Ekamai 
lnrcrnarional School in Bangkok, Thailand, a Seventh-day 
Adventist school with over a thousand studenrs, helping 
teachers improve their lir�:ra�:y and teaching skills. It was 
one of the most exciting years of my life! New culture, new 
country, new teaching experiences! Within weeks of 
returning ro Canada I r�:ccived an �:mail asking me to come 
to Las Vegas, Nevada to fill a sudden principal vacancy. By 
the next year, my hu�band and I had decided we'd really 
like ro be in the same place to work, and we achieved that 
goal when we were offered positions at rhe same school, 
Fraser Valley Adv�:nrist Academy, in Aldcrgrove, B.C. 
After several years as alumni/devdopmenr direcror, I 
b<.:carne vice-principal of chis K-12 school. From there, 
I went to the British Columbia conference office as 
associate superinrendem of education. 

M: Briqly dcmibf your pbilosopby o/ Adventist t'dUCIItion. 

J: "And all rhy children shall be taughr of rhe Lord, and 
great shall he the peace of thy children" (ha. 54: 13). Every 
student can learn, and my job as a teacher is to fmd the 
be�t way$ to hdp a student learn so rhat they can be all 
that they can be. My job as an adminisrraror is to find the 
best ways to support teachers, so that reachers can help 
their students be: all that they can be:. \Xfhcn we provide: 
the right blend of love, discipline , academics, and physical 
and social activities, students will grow in all aspects of 
their live� and be able to live productive and happy lives 
here on earcl1 as weU as be prepared for life eternal. 

M: As an administmtor vr uac!Hr, how havt: you bt:m 
privileged to belp your students grotv spiritually, mentally, 
pby.rically and socitrllyr 

J: h goes without saying rhar you want ro have excellent 
academics in schools, but also a balance of academics 
and physical and ;ocial acrivicie,. However our schools 
arc mcam to be all char and much more. As a teacher I 
tried ro make Je�us real ro scudencs and relevant ro their 
lives. As an administratOr, I tried to hav�: t�:ach�:rs in 
place who would have a positive influence on srudcms' 
spirimal liv�:s. I also liked to have a variety of teachers 
whose spiriru:�l lives :�nd te:�ching would :�ppeal to 
different students. Some reachers taught from a deeply 
faith-orientt:d vi�:w, some from an historical perspective, 
some from an intellectual, reasoned approach . Differem 
teachers resonated better with different students. StudentS 
need ro see that there arc many ways to become acquainted 
with God within the comext of the Sevemh-day Adventist 
Christian faith s o that they can develop their own faith. 

M: �ur hu.sband, Lfltvrence, bas also served as an edu.catm: 
Wbat were the 11reM ofhis wuhingr. 

J: My husb:�nd has :�lso taught a wide range of subjects 
throughout his career from Grades 1-12. He has an 
w1dcrgraduare degret: in mathematics and a master's in 
reaching physics. He has mosr enjoyed reaching math, 
physics, and chcmimy at the high school level. 

M: Tid/ me about your fomily. 

J: Our oldest daughter, Laural�:c Dukcshire (Mark), is 
a family ph)'Sician in Red Deer, Alta. They have been 
blessed with three lovely children, Jacob, Beth, and 
Ember. Our oldesr son,James (Jamie Zelinski), is a tax 
specialist for the Ulinois State government. They have 
given us rwo wonderful grandchildren, Aidan and Lizzy. 
and live in Springfield. Steven, our second son, became a 
high �chool teacher. He teaches math and science online 
for West Coast Adventist School :lnd lives in Abbotsford, 
B.C. Janelle Sadoway (Nicholas), our youngest, is a high 
school reacher in Fort Sr. John. B.C. She b teaching at a 
Christian school in a variety of subject areas, though her 
favourite area i� science. 

M: Where arr you notvmlfi wb11t an: y(lu rlaing? 

J: A year ago! retired, and w�: arc cnj{lying condo living 
in Abbotsford, .B.C. To keep from growing completely 
rusry, I do �orne contract work for rhe BC Conference: 
mcnroring of new principals of small schools and filling 
the international student coordinator position. In my 
Inca! church, I \erve a �  church clerk, and sometimes 
Sabbath school superintendent for the adult service. I'm 
al�o pa.��ionatdy involved in website:.� promoting women's 
ordination in the Seventh-day Adventbt Church. 
Gene:�logy is :1lso a f;wourite pursuit. Lawrence and I 
have also done some cruises and hope to dn more, now 
cl1at he has successfully b:�tded prostate cancer this past 
year. We're trying tO stay fir and healthy , doing our 
10,000 steps a day. • 
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Alberta couple add fuel to unique 
project tor women i n  

A Better 
World Canada 

Kenya 

Eric Rajah, co-founder of A Better World Canada (left), Beatrice limo, head of a women's 

collective (second from left), celebrate with a few of the women who received a loan to 
open the rural service station. A coup Itt of the gas station attendants were also presttnt. 

I n a rural area near picturesque Kenyan Rifr Val ley, 10 women 
arc running a succc.:ssful service Station. Diesel fud, unleaded 
gas, and kerosene-these are all things a commw1ity abour 

15 kilometres northwest of the rown ofKericho in southwestern 
Kenya didn't have. 

The women saw a need, and with the financial help of a 
Canadian couple, they opened tht:ir service station, called Ten 
Stars, in Augusr 2016. Male gas station arrendanrs serve htmdreds 
of customers each day, many of whom are riding on motorcycles. 
With the little cash they have, the customers buy what they can 
and often return rhe same day ro ger more. 

Residents Hll up bottles ofkerosene from a difft:rem r.�nk. 
It's then used for cooking and lighting their homes. 

Jack and Joan Donald of Red Deer, Alta., sponsor this unique 
A Better World Canada (ABW) project. They loam:d $10,000 
for the service sra£ion and also donared another $30,000 for 
income-generation projectS involving poultry, beekeeping, and 
agriculture. The money is given to a commw1ity bank, which 
then loans ir our. 

The 10 women arc p;m of a large incomc·gcncrating collective 
of 4,000 women run by an empowermenr group and supporred 
by ABW. A Berrc:r World Canada co-founder Eric Rajah said 
tl1e applicants must show they're investing in a savings account 
for six ro 12 momhs before they're eligible for a loan. 

"These I 0 womcn decided t<l open this st:uion, and that's 
why it's called Ten Stars," Rajah said. "They range in age from 
45 ro 50 . .. and they're considered co be real emrepreneurs." 
They had been working on tl1eir small farms where tl1eir income 
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Joan and Jade Donald of Red Deer bought theirfint gas station in 
1964, and now they've given a business loan to 10 Kenyan women 
so they could open their own service station. 

was much smalle.r, he added. 
As a n:sult of their success, other women arc interested 

in receiving loans to open service stations, Rajah said. "This 
empowerment program is for women who need to get our 
and start things, and they're definitely hard workers;' he said. 

lr costs abour $10,000 ro open a service sration. 
A Better World is open to finding projects that sponsors can 

relare ro or have experience with. 
The Donalds bought one srarion in Red Deer in 1964 and 

Iacer went on to found Parkland Industries Ltd. Today, Parkland 
Fuel Corporation, known for irs Fas Gas Plus stations, is 
Canada's largest a.nd one of North America's f�test growing 
independent marketers of fuel and petroleum products. 

Jack, 82, wants co leave a legacy ar home and overseas. In 
Nov<:mber 2016, the couple donated $3 million towards building 
a health and wellness cenrre in their name ar Red Deer College. 

"We have lots of opportunities to help in Canada, with our 
having to go to Africa;' said Jack. 

However, after seeing A Better \Vorld doing great things to 
bring about sdf.sustainabiliry.)ack said thcy were kc<:n to help. 
The Donalds also had a vision ro help after seeing rheir daughter 
Kathy and son-in-law Perc:r Lacey, also of Red Deer, invest in 
ABW's income-generating projects. 

"lr's a pretty worthy cause;' said Jack. "If people wanr ro help 
themselves and they pia)' by the rules, then I want to help them." • 

Laura Tester travels with A Better World 
and is a freelance writer for newspapers. 

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abwcanada.org. < < 
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ADRA Distributes "Dignity Kits" in  
Northern Uganda Refugee Settlement 

A lin'! of p�!opll! waiting forti!'! Dignity Kits In Bldlbldl Zonl! 2. 
!11'!=�!!;0----===-.-..;;;;;1;'1 .... -..-... __ r:;>ri',��OiliCi: 
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"I never worry about not having a sanitary pad back in South Sudan. But now, 
because of the demand of sanitary pads here in the settlement, I worry. At times, 
I would find a way of improvising a pad (made from my clothing) or borrow a 

friend's reusable sanitary pad, which she had already used."- Deborah, age 1 5.* 

cbnrah'� story i� just one of the 
many 1 have heard during my visit 
in Bidibidi, Norrhern Uganda, on 

December 9 of last year. 
According w the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
update on Jan. 16, 2017, some 2,300 South 
Sudanese refugees arrive in Uganda daily. 
Of rhcsc. approximately 83 percent arc 
women and children. 

Since the ombreak of violence in South 
Sudan on July7, 2016, South Sudanese 
refugees have made every Ugandan border 
point with South Sudan an entry point 
for refugees. Bidlbidi Refugee Settlement 
currently hosrs more than 272,206 Sourh 
Sudam:s<.: refugees. 

The Ugandan Governmem has assigned 
the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA) in Uganda to operate in 
Zone 2 (roughly 14,000 households) of 
th<.: Bidibidi Settlement, whn<.: ADRA 
Uganda is implementing several activities 
in several sc:cwrs: 

• Wat<.:r, Sanitation. and Hygim<.: 
(WASH)-Provision of safe drinking 
water, complete: dignity kits for 
women and girls, construction of 
latrines, promotion of hygiene and 
sanitation in schools and n:f'ugcc 
settlements 

• Energy and Environment-Tree  
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mapping; renewable energy tech
nologies, including briquettes 
making and promotion; training, 
construction. and promotion of 
energy-saving swves 

• Capac icy building and educarion
Rccrultmc.:nr of n.:fugecs as volunteers; 
training and supporting them to 
become agents of health promoters 
and other income activities at d1e 
senlemenrs 

• Livelihood enhancement initiatives 
that include supporting homesteads 
with quick-maruring seeds for back
yard farming; tree nursery planting/ 
management in refi.tgee hosting sd1ools 

ln one of rhe UN H CR interagency 
meetings. UNHCR idenrifi<.:d that one 
of rhe most significant gaps was a lack of 
reusable: sanitary pads for women and 
adolescent girls in the refugee serclc
ments. ADRA Uganda responded by 
pwcuring over 5.000 "Dignity Kits" for 
the women and adolescent girls of Zone 
2 of Bidib idi rdiJgee serrlement. 

With funding coming from AD RA 
Denmark and the ADRA Nerwork 
(through AORA International), AORA 
Uganda was able to hand over cl1e Dignity 
Kirs ro UNHCR on Dec. 30. 2016. World 
Vision and ADRA volunteers ww.: then 
able to distribme them to the hundreds 

of adolescent girls and women in Zone 2. 
Deborah, with her Dignity Kit on 

hand, said, "I thank God for ADRA! Nor 
only have you given me four new reusable 
sanitary pam (good for one year), bur you 
have also included three bars of soap, two 
brand-new panries, and a water bucket!" 
As Deborah walked happily towards a 
group of rhe girls from Zone 2, a rhought 
suddenly struck me: When was the last 
time I was su happy tu have a bar ufsuap? 

The reason ADRA exists is to follow 
Cluist's example by being a voice for d1ose 
in disrress and serving and parrnering with 
those in need-like; Deborah. Thank you 
for supporringADRA as we continue to 
work with people: in poverty and distress 
and as we continue to create just and pos
itive change through empowering part
nership� and responsible actions. • 

Charles Ed II Aguilar is the 
country director for ADRA Uganda. 

*Name changed to protect privacy. 



"It is through faith that a righteous person has life." 

y. estcrday I received incredibly good news. The first thing I did as I hung up 
the phone was shout "Woohoo!" in praise ro God. Then I had ro cell my wife 
nd visit the office and tell the people: who would be excited to hear such good 

news. Phone calls were made and messages sent. Because good news has to be shared! 
God's Good News is even better rhan the good news T received yesterday. This 

is how Paul describes it: "For I am nor ashamed of this Good News about Christ. 
It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes-the Jew first and also 
tht: Gemilc. This Good Nt:ws tells us how God makt:s us right in his sight. This is 
accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, 'It is through faith 
char a righteous person has life' "  (Rom. I :  16, 17, NLT).1 

Wow! Now that is good news. It is about Christ, and in Christ, God's work of 
saving everyone who believes is accomplished. God makes us righr in His sighr, and 
what<:v<:r that rakes He ha.� accomplisht:d-from start ro finish-for it is through 
faith that we have life. Sigve Tonstad points out that this faith does not necessarily 
refer ro our faith bur rather ro Chrisr's own faithfulness.2 

The: attribute of God as Saviour is such amazing good news. You and I find oursdves 
on this planet of sin through no choice of om own. We just get born here. So God 
sc:ndsJc:su$ to be our Saviour from sin, something we will nevc:r be able ro change:. 
And the good news is that He has already accomplished our salvation from start to 
finish; we just need ro believe. That seems to be the hard part. 

To further undcrscon: what he has said in Romans, Paul makes this tkclararion: 
"God has w1ited you with Christ jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom 
itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us 
from sin" (1 Cor. 1:30). 

There you are. With Christ we are justified, sancrified, and evemually will be 
glorified, because when we arc free from sin, nothing prevents us from that wonderful 
reality. Some translations say Cluist is our righteousness, holiness, and redemption. 

Reflect prayerfully on the following passages: 
"This is good and plcascs God our Saviour, who wams evc.:ryom: to b�.: saved and co 

understand the truth . . . .  He gave his life to purchase.fi·eedomfor everyone. This is the 
mcssagt: God gave to tht: world at just the right time" (I Tim. 2:3-6, emphasis mint:). 

"For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we 
deserved it, bur because that was his plan from before rhe beginning of time-ro 
show us his grace through Christ Jc.:sus" (2 Tim. 1 :9). 

"This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all pcopl<.: and particularly of all believe rs" ( I  Tim. 4: I 0). 

God has, in fact, pmchased freedom and salvation for everyone. While not 
everyone will be saved, it is not because He has not saved them bur because they 
choose not to believe the Good News can be that incr�.:dibly good. Th�.: words of 
this psalm is perhaps our best prayer of response to such amazing good news. 

"T love you, LORD; you art: my strength. The: LORD is my rock, my fortress, 
and my savior; my God is my rock, in whom I lind protection. He is my shield, the 
power that saves me, and my place of safety" (Psalm 18:1, 2). • 

Warren Kay is the Alberta Conference Prayer and Revival Coordinator. 

'All Scripture quotations in this article are (rom Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright <CJ 1996, 2004.2015 by Tyndale 
House Foundation. Used by permission ofTyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 

'Sigve Tons tad, Tire Lost Meaning of the Seventh Day (Berrien Springs. Ml: Andrews University Press. 2009). 237, 238. lfj February 2017 17 
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'The right of a l l  Canadians is 
to l ive their identity to the full:' 

Part One of a Two-Part Series 

British Col umbia Cou rt of Appea l 
Ru les in  Favour of Trin ity Western University 
On Nov. 1,  2016, the British Columbia Court of Appeal 

w1animously held (5-0) that the Law Society of British Colwnbia's 
(LSBC) decision to reject the Trinity Western University (TWU) 
School of Law was unreasonable. The LSBC refused tO accredit 
the school because TWU requires that students, as part of the 
admission process, sign a Community Covenant Agreement 
(CCA). The CCA expected students ro agree with and adhere 
tO the policy rhat sexual activity was acceptable only within the 
marriage relationship between a man and a woman. 

Background 

In June 2012, TWU applied to the Federation of Law Societies 
of Canada (FLSC) for accreditation for irs proposed school of 
law. Opposition rose against rhe proposal because ofTWUs 
CCA.1 It was felt char rhe CCA discriminated against LG BTQ 
smdenr applicants. Also, ir was argued char the federation's 
accreditation would be seen as an endorsement ofTWU's 
discriminatory practices. Further, the law had changed since 
rhe 200 I Supreme Courr of Canada decision in favour ofTWU 
against the BC College ofTeachers who refused tO accredit TWU's 
educarion degree because of rhe same admissions policy. The 
Federation set up a special committee to study the allegations 
and decided rhat there was no public-interest reason to deny 
TWU accreditation. 
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The opposition then argued that rhe individual law societies 
across Canada should conduct their own investigations of 
TWU and not accredit rhe proposed law school because of 
the discriminatOry practices 1 

The Facts 

On Feb. 28. 2014. the BC Benchers debat<.:d whether ro let the 
federation's approval ofTWU stand or deny the TWU accredi
tation:1 Opportunity was given for public input. On April I I , 
2014, the BC Benchers voted on a resolution tO declare TWU's 
Faculty of Law "not an approved faculty oflaw" despite rhe 
federation's decision. Seven bene hers voted for the motion and 
20 voted against-therefore, the federation's approval remained 
and TWU was accredited. 

A special general meeting of the members on June 10, 2014, 
called on the benchers co declare TWU not an approved faculty 
oflaw. A tOtal of3,2 1  0 members voted for the resolution, and 968 
voted against. The benchers were called upon to revisit the issue. 

On Sept. 26, 2014, rhe benchers decided rhat a referendum 
of the full membership would be the way om of the impasse. 
The referendum results, rhey declared, would be binding. They 
also voted that the results of the referendum, whatever the out
come, met their statutOry duties. On Oct. 30, 2014, the results 
were 5,951 against TWU; 2,088 for TWU. The next day on, 



Occ. 31, 2014, rhe benchers vored rhar TWU was nor an approved 
law school. TWU applied ro rhe BC Supreme Court for judicial 
review. 

On Dec. 11,  2014, rhe Minister of Advanced Education 
decided that unril the litigation was settled, he would withdraw 
rhe province's consenr ro rhe T\X'U law school "ro protect the 
inreresrs of prospective srudenrs." 

On Dec. 10, 2015, Chief]ustice Hinkson declared rhat the 
Law Society ofBridsh Columbia had inappropriately ferrered 
its discn.:tion because rhc OctOber referendum did not attempt 
to resolve rhe collision of rhe competing Charter interests. The 
remedy was to restore rhe results of the April I I, 2014, decision. 

The law society appeakd to rhc British Columbia ColU't 
of Appeal. 

The Decision 

The BC Court of Appeal (BCCA) concluded char the TWU 
community has a right to hold and act on irs bdid�, absenr evidence 
of actual harm. The law society's refusal to approve TWU was a 
denial of religious freedom. The impact on religious freedom was 
scverc, whereas ifTWU were pnmim:d to havc its law sehoul, 
rhe impact on LGBTQpersons was minimal. Declaring TWU 
nor ro be an approved law faculry was unreasonable. There was 
only one reasonable answer. The court said: 

[193] A society that does not admit of and accommodate 

differences cannot be a free and democratic society-one in 

which its citizens are free to think, to disagree, to debate and 

to challenge the accepted view without fear of reprisal. This 
case demonstrates that a well-intentioned majority acting in  
the name of tolerance and liberalism, can, if unchecked, impose 

its views on the minority in a manner that is in itself intolerant 

and illiberal. 

The Analysis 
The court answered the four issues: 

I. Did LSBC have statutory authority to reject TWU's 

law school on d1e basis of an admissions policy? 

The law sociery had rhe aurhoriry ro deny approval ro a law 
faculry based on factOrs beyond the academic educati{ln bt:ing 
offered ro students. 

2. Did the benchers unlawfully sub-delegate or fetter 

their decision-making auiliority? 

The court decided thar rhe benchers' decision ro pass a 
binding resolution based on the outcome of the referendum, 
regardlcss of the results, was inconsistent with their duties. 

Adminisrrarive bodies, like LSBC, have an obligation ro 
properly balance tht: potential Charter infringements of rhcir 
decisions against their s tatutory requiremenrs. When done 
properly, rhe courts would defer ro their wisdom. 

Case law. said rhe colU't, requires dc.:cisions of administrative.: 
bodies "ro fall within rhe bounds of reasonableness.» If ir fails ro 

appreciate the significance of rhe Charter values, rhen irs decision 
will nor be reasonable. You have ro "balance the severity of the 
interference of the Charter protection with the s tatutory objectives:' 

By making the Ocr. 31, 2014, decision to be bound by the 
referendum, the benchcrs did nor rake inro account how tl1e 
Charter values could in rhis case best be protected in lighr of its 
obligations under the Legal Profession Act. 

3. Was TWU denied proct:dural fairness? 

T\VU was not denied procedural fairness, as there was 
ample debate on both sides of the issue and TWU knew what 
lc.:gal issues it had co address. 

4. Does the Law Society's decision reasonably balance 
the statutory objectives of the Legal Profession Act 

a.gainst the religious freedom rights ofTWU? 

Two rights-religious freedom and equality rights-were at 
issUt:. No righr is absolute. Each has to be: measured in rc:larion 
ro the other rights and the context in which the conflict arises. 
The law Socie.ty was required to balance rhe competing rights 
and not limit a right unreasonably in light of rheir srarurory 
objectives. The question then is, Did the decision of the taw society 
not to approve TWU:rjaculty o(I.A.w interfere with .fi'ecdom o{reli

gion of at least tbe foculty and students ojtbat institution no more 
than is necessary, given the statutory objectives of the law society? 

In its April I I, 2014, meering, the benchcrs did consider the 
Charter issues and sought ro balance the competing interests. 
However, rhe special general meeting ofJune 2014 had no such 
balancing. Instead, what motivated the members was the view that 
TWU's law school is "premised on principles of discrimination 
and intolerance" and "would not promote and improve the 
standard of practice of lawyers." There was no concern for the 
competing Charter rights ofTWU. 

The bcnehc.:rs' meeting on Sc.:pt. 26, 2014, was to simply 
adopt rhe vote of the meeting of the members in June. There 
was no balancing. As a resulr, the court would not give deference 
to rhe law society on this matter. 

Unlike rhe Ontario Court of Appeal,4 rhe BC Courr of Appeal 
found the following principles of the 2001 Suprc.:me Court of 
Canada dealing with TWU applicable, though nor dispositive: 

• The scarring premise cannot be rhar one right trumps 
another-equality duc.:s not trump rdigious freedom. 

• Charrer rights are ro be balanced against rhe srarmory 
objectives of rhe law society. 

•lt is nor enough co just consider the competing rights and 
choose one over the ocher. The law society must consider 
the nature and degree of the detrimental impact of the 
srarurory decision on d1e righrs. • 

Barry W. Bussey is director of Legal Affairs at Canadian Council of 
Christian Charities. His opinions are his own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of his employer. He blogs at lawandreligion.org. 

https:/ /papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm ?abstract_id=2202408 
www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/law·societies·must·show·more·courage-on·trinity·western·application/articlel6023053 
For a complete listing of all the materials of the BC Law Society see: www.lawsociety.bc.ca/page.cfm?cid=3912 

4 A5 noted in: www.nd.edu.au/sydney/schools/law/on·the-case/on·lhe·case·issue·16 

To be continued: In the next issue of Messenger, I will address the implications for religious freedom this BC Court of Appeal decision will have. IJj February 2 0 1 7 1 9 



hc<:s<: was a food w<: did nor want ro giv<: up wh<:n w<: 
were switching to a vegan diet. We have come across 

many vegan cheese recipes, bm invariably they either 
n:quire wc:c:ks of carc:fully fc:rmc:nting a base: that will make: the 
cheese, or come out tasting nothing like cheese. So when we 
cam<: across a simple r<:cipc for fcta, w<: w<:r<: <:xcit<:d. With a few 
adjustments to the recipe we produced a feta that was reilly 
close tO the real thing. 

With this rc:cipc:. it is cspc:cially important tO prc:ss the: tofu 
for at least 20 minutes to remove as much liquid as possible so it 
will absorb the: flavour ofrhc: broth. This fc:ta is good in a Greek 
salad or other recipes that require feta, such as spanakopita
look for rhe spanakopira recipe in next month's issue. • 

Keith and Cheryl Chant, along with their son Ben, enjoy baking, 
cooking, and experimenting with flavours and recipes. 
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Ve g a n  F e t a  
I N G R E D I E N T S :  

1 package of extra-firm tofu, pressed 

2 cups (500 mil water 

'/.! cup (62.5 ml) lemon juice 

1 Tbsp (15 ml) balsamic vinegar 

1/4 cup (62.5 ml) olive oil 

1 Tbsp (15 ml) salt 

1 tsp (5 ml) dried basil 

1 tsp (5 ml) dried oregano 

1 tsp (5 ml) dried chives 

1 tsp (5 ml) garlic powder 

1 tsp (5 ml) dried parsley 

I N S T R U C T I O N S :  

• Press tofu and then cut into 1 em cubes. 

• While tofu is pressing, combine remaining 

ingredients in medium pot, bring to a boil, 
add tofu, and return to boil. 

• Reduce heat and simmer uncovered for 
30 minutes. 

• Remove from heat, cover, and let cool. 

• Refrigerate overnight to allow flavours 
to blend. 



v o a r  I o n  t h e  r o a d  

Even i n  the Litt le Th ings 
During our Sharathon in November, we asked listeners to 

call in and tell us how Voice of Adventist Radio (VOAR) 

has been making a difference in their comnnmities. Many 

churches across the country have sponsored VOA R repeater 

towers as a way ofhdping to reach people for Christ. Many peo

ple gain a real blessing from Christian radio, but some take for 

granted that the music and programming that is helping to 

shape their lives little by little will keep flowing. Change hap

pens a little at a time, and lJUite frcquently, listcn..:rs don't notice 

the impact until the service is interrupted. Often sponsoring 

churches are Lmaware of how many lives are changed by the sac

rifices that they make. We see the positive difference from the 

stories that we h..:ar from our listeners. 

that raised awareness about support groups for families of peo
ple with drinki ng problems. These spots make it easier for those 

with drinking problems ro get help as well. This uanslares inro 

.mengrhened families, better mental health, and, hopefully, 

safer streets. God works in amazing ways, cv<.:n in the little 

things! 

VOAR is making a difference in the lives of people in com

munities ail across Canada and around the world. \'V'e would 

like w thank the members of the churches and conf..:r<.:ncc.� who 

sponsor VOAR repeater sites for helping to keep the small 

changes flowing. 

Please conracr us at www.voar.org to share your story. • 

One listener called to let us know that the membership in 

their Al-Anon group had increased because ofVOAR. This lis

tener appreciated the fact that we gave prime time to radio spots 

Christine Bergen is the secretary/treasurer for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

ON THE 

ROAD WITH 
Do you need to read your Bible? 
Why? 

Becky A I  1 HE NE\X'l OL10-DLA�DMl��lON 

COJ'\) I I I UENCY �ll:l: l i NG. 

....lliiiii;:: 
Pamela Reyes-Prieto: Absolutely! It reminds me of whose child I am and encourages me to carry 

on regardless of circumstances. It is my food and offers me hope. 
Phyllis Batten: It is my source of strength. 

Elizabeth Williams: Yes, every day. I feel empty when I don't read it. I am not as 

happy and have problems; things are just different. When I read 
the Bible, then God is in my house and my life. 

Richard Sheppard: Yes, you need to read your Bible in order to grow as a Christian 
in sanctification, which is part of salvation (see 2 Thess. 2:13). 
Jesus said, "Sanctify them through thy truth: Thy Word is truth" 
(John 17:17). Therefore, if we don't read His Word, we will not be 
sanctified. It is profitable to know Scripture so that we can be 
"thoroughly furnished unto all good works'' (2 Tim. 3:17) and that 
we "may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God" (Rom. 12:2). 
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n t e r v i e w s  

B Y  S T A N  J E N S E N  

Almyra Hodder recently moved to Alberta, as her 

husband was elected president of the Alberta 

Conference. While we miss her, we are pleased 

that Karen Nation has joined our SDACC family. 

We have come to know this friendly and vibrant 

person; now you can get to know her. 

EDITOR: Tell me a Little bit about yourself. 

KAREN NATION: 1 was born on the beaurifu1 island 
of Trinidad and Tobago, and 1 was very young when my 
parents llrst immigrated to Canada. They planted their 
roots in Winnipeg, Man., yes, very cold, especially after 
coming from a tropical climate.:. Looking back, though, I 

could nor clunk of a berrer place in Canada ro live, because 
when I reflect on my childhood, "fun, safe and secure" 
comes to mind. ! have two brothers and two sisters. 

Our lives were simple. My parenrs worked in rhe 
mc.:dical profc$sion. My mother workc.:d two jobs, and 
bocl1 parents worked diligently to provide for us. Altl1ough 
I did not grow up in an Adventist home, I remember 
my mother praying a lot. To this day, she prays for her 
family, calling each one of us by name when she prays. 
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EDITOR: Whtlt is your fiwourite ciJildhood memory? 

KAREN: I remember my brocl1er and sisters wairing 
anxiously for my mother to get home before we opened 
our Christmas presents. Because she worked two jobs, 
opening gifts on Christmas morning was nor always the 
case. If she.: came home.: at 1 1  a.m. or even 3 p.m. that 
day, we'd wait anxiously for her. 

I also remember my dad pushing me on a swing on a 
cold winter's day-strange yes, as it was winter, but children 
just like to experience quality rime with their parents. They 
wc.:rc.: not strict parents, so I bdic.:vc that contributed to 
me exploring religion and following my heart where I 
mer God. I remember kneeling beside my mother when 
she prayed each night. 



EDITOR: How did you become a Seventh-day Adventist? 

KAREN: I always had love.: for God in my heart, although 
[ did nor fully understand ir. 1 truly believe we are chosen 
by God ro do His work, bur I did nor know what He had 
in mind for me. Without prompting from my parents, I 
began ro read the Bible. It was a small blue Bible, and by 
the.: time I was finished with it, it was raped up and bound 
repeatedly. The Bible always called our to me, and 1 was 
drawn by rhe words on irs pagc:s. 

I began to search for a churdl to attend, and I starred 
attending a Pentecostal church in Winnipeg. 1t was an 
inten:sring first expcrimce for me. I remember the pastor 
was dynamic, so that made me keep going. However, 1 
did nor arrend the Pentecosral church for a long period, 
because I did nor feel like I belonged. 

1 was first introduced ro rhe Seventh-day Adventist 
Church by our neighbours. They invited my brother 
and me to attend with them at the Henderson Highway 
church in Winnipeg. After moving w Toronm, I began 
looking for a Seventh-day Adventist church to attend, 
so 1 simply looked one up in the phone book and l came 
across the Scarborough SDA Church, where I was even
tually baptized and which became my lim home church. 
I loved attending the Scarborough church. lr was there 
I made.: friends for a I&: time.: and my faith in God grew. 

The Scarborough church became my second home, 
and the church F.tmily became my second family. The: 
people there were phenomenal. I will always remember 
Ann Worth, who unforrunarely is no longer with us. 1 
walked into that church. and I was grec.:red with a warm 
smile, and 1 kept attending. l became good friends with 
th.: Singh family and felt adopted into th.:ir family. 
Later on in life, I transferred my membership to the 
Kendalwood church in Whitby after moving from 
Scarborough. 

EDITOR: What ministries have yor1 been involved tvith 
in chw·ch? 

KAREN: I've served as Adventist Yourh leader, music 
coordinator, church clerk, Sabbath school superintendent, 
church elder, and in women's ministry. 

EDITOR: TeLL me ab11ut your }tmily. 

KAREN: I am married to my husband, Adrian, and we 
have tour children and two dogs, Mia and Mocha. My 
daughter Lauren is a certified mediator and is a graduate 
ofTrenr University with a BA Honours in psychology. 
Matthew i�' a welder, Sarah is a very talented artist, and 
Leanne is still exploring a field of srudy in hwllan re
sources. They are all now young adulrs, leading separate 
lives with thc.: seed of God planrd in thcir hearts. I'm 

grateful fi1r the love and nurturing they received at 
Kendalwood church. Two of my kids attended the Col
lege Park Elemenrary School, and one attended 
Kingsway College. 

EDITOR: What are you passionate about? 

KAREN: l'm passionate about biblical truth, and l'm 
passionate abour serving God and representing Him in 
c.:vcryrhing I do. I love.: lc.:arning something new each day 
and being grateful for the gift of life, knowing that each 
new day represents a new beginning and one step closer 
to .Jesus' return. 

EDITOR: Where have yr)u cvt)rked in the pmt? 

KAREN: 1 starred my first job working with editors at 
Prentice-Hall Canada, a publishing company, in their 
administrative dc.:parrment. After Prentice-Hall, l worked 
with the accounting firm of McGovern, Hurley, Cwl
ningham LLP, in Toronto. \'<fhile working for MHC, T 
was also fmrhering my studies with the Herzing Institute 
in Legal Administration, specializing in real estate and 
corporate.: law. which led me ro my carc.:cr with the Kraft 
Heinz Company, formerly Kraft Foods, where I was 
employed as an executive legal assistant and billing 
analyst in the Law and Compliance department. 

EDITOR: I rt:alizc you bavcn I bcr:n here long, but wl1at 
is your fovourite aspect ofworking at t!Je Seventh-da y 
AdtJentist Church in Canada (SDACC)? What surprised 
you the most cvhm you joined the office? 

KAREN: My favorite aspect so far has been starring our 
work day with group prayc.:r, and the overall atmosphere 
in the office. I'm impressed by the speed in which we serve 
our member� and the per�onal care and concern rhc:re is 
for everyone. What surprised me most was the volume of 
work and many calls we receive on a daily basis! 

EDITOR: What is yomjwourite Bible verse? 

KAREN: It is impossible for me to think of just one 
favorite text, howc\'er, Mark 9:35 comc.s ro mind. 
"Anyone who wanrs to be first must be the very last, 
and the servant of all." That is why I'm here today, to 
serve His people and further His work with rhe talents 
He has blessed me with. With over 20 years of experience 
working in non-Christian environmenrs, T feel truly 
blessed to be here at the SDACC. • 

Stan Jensen is the communicaton director 
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada 

and editor of the Canadian Adventist Messenger. 
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" I expect Mamawi Atosketan Native School 

(MANS) kids to change the WIM'Id. and I am 

eternaly grateful to the Adventist school 

system for being the catalyst fiN' that change." 

for 

B Y  L A R R Y  W I L K I N S  

A
s a young man in high school, I was trying to understand myself 

and this world we live in. I wasn't just curious; I had a voracious 

appetite for knowledge and understanding. I studied all of the 

sciences. I loved studying our physical world. It all made sense 

to me, and it kept my mind very busy. In fact, I have never experienced 

boredom. For me there has always been more to learn, always more work 

to be done. 

In high school, while my young mind was being developed, I was sold 

the biggest lie of all. In, amongst all of the pure sciences, they threw in a 

complete work of fiction so that my mind accepted it along with everything 

else. For a while in my formative years I believed in the theory of evolution. 





It made sense, bur it also made me 
doubt the.: vc.:ry cxim:ncc of God. Whm I 
focused exclusively on our physical world 
and denied the exisn:nct: ofGnd's world, 
life lost all meaning. 

I understand why there is an epidemic 
of teen suicides on reservations across 
Canada. With no purpose in life, life need 
nor exist. This "meat suit" rhar we live in 
can be both a physically and mentally 
painful place for a spirit to reside. Why 
bother enduring the pain if there is no 
joy and no reward? 

First Nations children need to know 
th<: truth about God. He.: did conc<:rn 
himself with their conception. Their 
lives arc imporcanr. Their lives do have 
purpose. When the spirit of God is 
fostered and doubt about His existence 
is removed, great things can happc.:n. I 
expect Mamawi Arosketan Nadve School 
(MANS) kids to change the world, and 
I am eternally grateful to cl1e Adventist 
school system for being the catalyst for 
that change 

The second thing the remprer did 
to my adolescenr sc::lf was to get me to 
focus exclusively on the "No-Thi11g" or 
"nothing": what we all perceive as reality, 
cvcryming in our physical world. 

The reason I call it rhe No-Thing is 
that atoms have a nucleus made up of 
neutrons and protons. If we compare the 
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larry Wilkins turns the first 

sod for MANS's new high 

school builcling.lllfTY got 

his start in construction, 

and he credits Adventist 

education along with skills 

he learned In high school 

indwtrial arts for giving 

him the tools that he needed 

to succeed. Larry's unfailing 

faith in the mission of MANS 

and the power of Adnntist 

education played a pivotal 

role in The Bridge Campaign, 

inspiring many with his vision 
of reprodudng the MANS 

model aaoss Canada. larry's 

Inspiring campmeeting talk 

can be seen and heard in its 
entirety at https:l/vimeo. 

com/189817502 

size of rhe nucleus, rhe only part of rhe 
atOm that has mass. £O the entire atom. 
99.99999999999999 percent of that area 
has no mass. lr's not even air, since air, as 
we know, is made up of molecules. It is 
literally noming. lf(;od had nor spoken 
rhis universe into existence, there would 
be nothing . . .  No-Thing. 

Lazarus was dead. Then Jesus hroughr 
him back to life. Let me check cl1at against 
my sciences . ... No, char's impossible. It 
doesn't fit imo the No-Thing. 

He called Perer our of the boat, and a 
mere morral walked on water as long as 
he.: was focus�:d on our Lord. The second 
he began ro turn his artenrion ro the 
No-Thing instead of Jesus, he sank like 
a rock. 

He tried showing us, "OK guys, watch 
again. With a handful of tlsh and loav<.:s 
we are going ro feed thousands and have 
many times more leftovers than what we 
starred wicl1." The lesson, again, is clut 
through faith there is no such thing as 
lack or limitation. 

Let me check the loaves and cl1e fish 
thing with the mathematicians and the 
weights ;md measures, guys . . .. Nope, the 
laws of me No-Thing say that's impossible. 

No wonder Jesus said to His disciples 
in frustration, "How long must I suffer 
with you guys?" Jesus wan reel desperately 
for those arow1d Him to wipe the salve 

from their eyes and see rhe world rhar 
jesus saw. 

Jesus also said, faith the size of a 
mustard seed could rake a mtJumain 
aJld chuck it into the ocean. Notice the 
scale that Christ uses. A tiny mustard 
seed v�:rsus a giant mountain. What arc 
the limits of possibility? 

I found a life-changing verse in a little 
book by the prophet Malachi. God is 
speaking through His prophet when He 
says, and I paraphrase. "Bring me my 
ticl1es and offerings inro my srorehouse. 
If you do I will open rhe windows of 
Heaven and pour you out a blt:ssing so 
great you will nor be able to contain it. 
I will gu:trd your businesses [\Xfhar He 
acrually said was, Til look afrer your 
grapes' ... which, I'm assuming, was really 
important or big business or both], you 
will radiate with happiness, aJld people 
will call you bbscd." Now here is the 
kicker: He says, in essence, "Try it! Let 
me prove it to you!" There are 1,500 
pag�:s in the Old Testament and over 
500 in rhe New. And in only one place 
God says, "Test Me. Try ir. Let me prove 
it to you." 

You mean ro say mar 1 can run an 
expaimenr ro (a) prove ro myself the 
very existence of God and (b) thar He 
is acmally speaking ro me through the 
words of His prophets aJld (c) that I can 
trust God to do what he says He will do? 
And the really cool thing is mat I did not 
design the experiment, so I cam1ot accuse 
myself at some later clare of experimenter 
bias. God, not I, designed me test. All 
I have to do is run it. 

Remember, Christ taught us through 
His mustard seed analogy cl1at faicl1 is on 
a conrinuum. This experiment offaim 
begins at 10 percent of gross income, :md 
the whole offerings cl1ing is where cl1e 
rubber meet$ me road. 

When I was contemplating making a 
long-term commitment m rhe MANS 
High School building project. I had one 
good reason ro do it, to rest and grow my 
faith; and a million reasons why I shouldn't 
also came to mind. 

lr was God's world and God's words, 
versus the No-Thing. I struggled, sweated, 
sighed, prayed, ;md then finally, 1 pulled 
me trigger. I made a financial commitment. 

Because of cl1is commitment, Lynn 



Tbe Original "Home• of MANS-Students feel good about coming to MANS because of the dear respect 

shown to their culture. The teepee at the entrance of the existing school is an important symbol for the 

Cree, traditionally associated with the mother and the giving of life. 

McDowell did a story on me in the 
lvfessmger, and a faithful reader was 
inspin.:d to march my donation. I knew 
rhat ifl could increase the amoum of my 
donation and the couple would match 
it, the building project would receive a 
much-needed boost in seed money. I 
asked Lynn to giv(.: me the night to think 
about it. 

l didn't sleep much that night. I 
prayed and fretted and fought off the 
distraction of the No:l'hing as hard as 
I could. I focused as h:ml as I could em 
Jesus and on God's words in Malachi. 
What a barrie. The rrmh is I was petrified, 
anxious, nervous, sweating like a pig, 
and praying as hard as 1 could. 

I thought about Jesus in the garden 
the night before He was to be crucified. 
While Christ was the embodiment of 
God on earth, He.: did wear a "meat suit" 
the same way everyone else does. He 
knew what was coming and He knew 
this was gonna hun-every way that a 
body and mind could hurt. 

So, l dccidc.:d that if Christ was my 
example, I would pur my big boy panrs 
on and do it anyway. I called Lynn that 
morning and asked her to double my 
commitment and tell rhe donor. After 
I did that. my mind continued to race. 
l was a nervous wreck. 

The next morning I looked out my 
window and saw my neighbour wheel 
into his driveway. Right behind him was 
a car I didn't recognize. My neighbor 
had moved our about a year and a half 
ago and never once, ro my knowledge, 
returned. I was going to be late if I went 

over to say hi, but I thought 
I should go to see how he was 
doing. As it turned out, the 
second car was the realrors, and 
the realtor was there to list the 
house. He handed me his card 
and told me to call him later. 

My neighbor had bought 
the house in 2007 before the 
real-estate: crash. He: paid 
$700,000, then spent about 
$200,000 in renovations. 1 
offered him $525,000 with 
no financial conditions and 
immediate possession. Ry 5 
p.m. that day I owned the house that 
was ready to sell wirh a healthy profit. 

The moment of time I had doubled 
my commitment to MANS to the time 
I had more than enough money to make 
my first year's payment (with zero sacriflcc.:) 
was around eight hours. 

This )'Car chc Alberta economy is 
down at least 14 percent, layoffs galore, 
and my competitors across the board 
arc.: down comparc.:d to 2015. Yc.:r, my 
businesses are up year-to-dare 1 1  percenr, 
and we arc now chc number one volume 
age management clinic in Northern 
Alberta and one of the top clinics in 
Canada. 

Please understand: 1 did not suddenly 
bc:come a much smarter businessman. I cake: 
no credit for my success. This is all from 
the hand of God. I am a firsthand wirness 
co the hand of God in acrion. I don't know 
why, but rhe Alberta Conference gave me 
a front-row seat to watc.h our Father do 
His th.ing. 

While we still need help and we arc a 
long way from completing rhe MANS 
High School funding and construction 
p rojects, I am already eagerly anticipating 
what job our merciful Father is going co 
put us to work on nc.:xt. 

My prayer is this: "Lord, please don't 
flrc.: me. Please let me work for you for 
the rest of my life. Lord, You know I get 
scared and I'm absolutely useless when I 
rakt: my c.:yc.:s off of You. Pkase have mc.:rcy 
on me. Let me focus on You instead of 
on chis world, and lee my work be Your 
will . . . .  And Lord, please give me the 
faith and the bravery I need in this life 
in ordc.:r to prc.:par(.: mysdf to mc.:et you 
face to face. Amen." • 

Larry Wilkins is Honorary Chair of The 
Bridge Campaign for Mamawi Atosketan 

Native School's high school building 
project. He is a Mohawk entrepreneur who 

owns and is CEO of External Affairs Medical 
Spas in Edmonton and St. Albert. 
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l i t e r a t u r e  e v a n g e l i s m  

"Food Ca n't 
He l p You:' 
"Nora," she said, "/ need your help. 

The doctor has given up on me." 

was in my from yard tending ro my garden when I 
looked up and saw something troubling. Across the 
street, my neighbour, a woman in her 40s, was being 
supporred by her husband as they str uggled co their 
car. Rushing over to them, I asked, "What's wrong? 

What's going on?'' 
The answer, an answer with which 1 was all coo familiar, came 

immediately. "I have cancer." 
More than a decade earlier, soon after rhe �hocking new� chat my 

son, in his 30s, had suddenly died of a stroke, I learned I had colon 
cancer. As I uied ro process what wa.� happening to me, I remembered 
Isaiah 43:2, "When you pass through th<.: waters, I will be with you." 
That verse became my rallying cry in those dark moments. I repeated 
it over and over again, and I hdd strongly to the bdit:f that God 
could heal me. Sometime afterwards, I started watching a nw11ber 
of health presenrarions by Dr. Hans Diehl. Those presentations 
convinced me that I needed to changc the way I ate. Lc:aving chcese. 
milk, and other animal products behind, I began to adopt a plant· 
based diet. Soon, my cancer specialist noticed marked improvementS 
in my fight with cancer. \'qhcn I explained cl1c dietary changes I had 
made, she asked me for some recipes to share with her other patients. 
In rime, the cancer went away completely. 

As I looked into my neighbor's eyes, remembering what I had been 
through, I fdt T needed ro help. She cold me she was on her way ro see 
her doctor, so I said, "When you get back, can I come and sec you?" 
She said yes. 

That t'V<oning [ wid hn my story, and her response w:>s imm<odi:>t<'. 
"Nora;' she said, "I need your help. The docror has given up on me." 
From that moment on, I rook her under my wing. She decided, on 
my encouragement, ro switch to a compktdy plant-based diet, and 
I began cooking for her. Meanwhile, I asked rhe members of my 
church ro pray fi>r her healing. 

My neighbor began to experience improvementS in her fight against 
cancer. \Xfhen she explained to her doctor me changes she had made, 
he insisted. "Food can't hdp you." Bur her progress was steady and 
the results undeniable. Then one day she and her husband gave me a 
call. Through rears of joy rhey rold me they had just learned that her 

cancer was aLnosr clear. Later that year, it disappeared entirely. 
My neighbour, a devour Catholic, insisted on coming to my church 

to give her testimony. And she did. She also began to rdl many people 
about the help 1 had given, even sharing with them my phone number. 
Realizing chat God could use this as a ministry opporruniry, T prayed 
and searched, trying to discover the direction He wanted me to go. I 
felt I needed to be properly educated in the health message so I could 
share it with others. So when I saw an ad in rhe !vfessengi!Y for rhe 
iHeal Certification program, the training course offered by Lifestyle 
Canada, I knew my prayer had been answered. 

There is a tremendous need all around us, and God is looking 
ro us to answer that need. As we, rhrough sound training, educate 
people on how to achieve physical health, we open rhe way for rhcm 
to receive the greatest healing of all-a saving relationship wicl1 the 
Great Physician. • 

Nora Woolery is an iHeal Healthy Lifestyle Coach with Lifestyle Canada. 
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i o n  

Daniela Alina, Mircea,and Dumitru Nitu 

Adventist Ed ucation 
Makes a B ig Difference !  
MIRCEA NITU WAS BORN IN ROMANIA 
on Feb. 8, 2002, and has lived with his 
parencs in Montreal since 2005. His parencs 
think of him as a miracle.: child because.: of 
his survival ar birrh. Since 2006, Mircea 
has am:nded Greaves Advcnrist Academy. 
His story demonstrates how Adventist 
education can make a difference. 

Isabelle Bagassien: What happened to 
Mirct!tl at birth? 

Daniela Alina Nitu: Mircca weighed only 
850 grams at his birth. We never stopped 
praying for him co survive. I am blessed now 
to h<m: a hc.:alchy son. He.: stam:d walking 
by the age of three . .Bur we discovered 
that a deformity in his legs made it hard 
for him to walk normally. in 2012, he had 
surgery to loosen tendons in borh legs. 
A fr<:r chis surgery, he had tO stay home 
for many months, so he could nor attend 
school. Thanks co Greaves's teachers and 
administrators, Mircea was able co study 
from home and pass his exams. I am 
grateful fi>r all the accommodations the 
faculty has made to help my son. 

Isabelle: Why ditl you choose c,·f!tlves 
Adventist Acadern.y? 

Daniela: Once we arrived in Canada, 
1 always wanted to send my son to an 
Adventist school. Since I had only 
attended public schools in Romania, l 
always dreamed of going co an Adventist 

institution. Consequently, as soon as I 
heard about Greaves in Montreal, we 
dt:cidcd to rcgistcr Mircca without 
hesitation. He starred at d1e age of five 
in kindergarten. Our family considers 
Christian Adventist education the best 
model for our young people. 

Isabelle: Why didn't you decide to 1·egister 
IJim in a .fcbool thtlt 111as better equipped to 
provide for his physical needs? 

Daniela: Our choice is purdy religious. 
There was no doubt chat Greaves was 
rhe only option for our son. We believe 
that Mircca's spiritual nccds arc more.: 
important than his physical ones. 

Isabelle: Destribe the challengt·s Mh"Cea 
jO.ccs cvay da y in order to succeccd. 

Daniela: So far, he is doing quire well, even 
though ht: always ncl.:ds more.: time.: to study. 
He also needs more calmness around him 
to concentrate. Physiotherapists indicated 
chat his condition may result in a need 
for more rime. He tires more quickly than 
orhl.:r student.� because:: of rhe physical 
demands of walking. Therefore, working 
ar night became a challenge. By Gods grace, 
he is extremely motivated to succeed. 

Isabelle: How doe.r Miluafielat school? 

Daniela: Mircea is happy and has inre· 
gratcd wcll into his classt:s. Hc has grl.:at 
relationships with his classmates, who 

respect him. He is very interested in 
theology matters and rakes time to discuss 
biblical principlcs with pcoplc at school. 
Now, at church, he attends the baptismal 
class ro get ready fi>r haptism. 

Isabelle: I·Vhat diffonmce do you sec between 
public cclucation and Atlvmtist edumtion? 

Daniela: Ifl compare public schools in 
my country with chis Advcmist school, 
1 would say rhat it is a dream for Mircea to 
attend an Adventb't school. The Advenrisr 
program nurtures and prepares the mind 
wirh spirirual matters. Public schools 
cannot prcparc Christian srudwts to 
become disciples of Christ. 

Isabelle: JtVould you recommend Greaves 
to othtJr·parcnts who arc Lookingfor a school 

for their chi/d,·m? Why o?·why not? 

Daniela: Dcfinicivdy ycs! In fact. I 
have already recommended our school 
to some of my frit:nds. By enrolling our 
son at Greaves, we did not expect to find 
perfection, bur we wanred to support our 
unique school in Monrrl.:al. My family 
chose Greaves in spire of our son's physical 
handicap, because Adventist education 
makes a big overall difference in one's 
life. • 

Isabelle Bagassien teaches K-9 French at 
Greaves Adventist Academy in Montreal, Que. 
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k n g s w a y  c o l l e g e  

Kings way College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service. 
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Tihe bel/ has just rung. Anmhc:r class is ovc:r. 
Time to go to och�.:r class<.:s. But not all of my ESL 

smdenrs leave. The ones who don't have a class in 
chc n<:xt paiod stick around. Th.:y arc mnsdy Chinese 
and Korean scudenrs, reaching and learning each other's 
language. This cla..�room has become a hideour, a relaxing 
plac<.:. Ocher scud�.:ncs, from other clam:s, join th<.: group. 
They bow as they emer my classroom, and when it is 
tim.: co leave, they bow again and walk backwards so 
they won't have their backs turned to me. That would 
be disrespectful for these Korean scudencs. 

lam c�.:Uing you: ln all my years of teaching (and they 
are many-trust me), I have had students confronting 
me:, talking back to me, opening up their hearts t(l me:. 
But never have I had a student bowing down to me! 
Makes you fe.el pretty special, eh? 

International stud�.:ncs r<.:prcsmc a third ofK.ingsway 
College population. They are diverse and speak different 
languages: Chinese, Korean, German, French, Spanish, 
and Portuguese, just to mention a few. 

What they bring is this beautiful mixmre of laughs, 
traditions, and bc.lids that make our teaching a surprising 
and amazing advenrure each day. 

\Vhat do we do with them? 
Teaching them the English language is but a small 

portion of our job he.re at Kingsway. Besides their 
brilliant math skills, many uf these students actually 
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have pretty good speaking and writing abilities. 
Scaff at Kingsway College make them fed at hom<.:. 

Everywhere they go, they are learning something new, 
another survival mol in a foreign country. 

I, roo, come from a different pan of rhe world, and 
I can relate with chem on many froncs. I know how 
frustrating it is not being able co understand and be: 
fully understood. 

Yes. Here at Kingsway, they learn way mor.: than 
language skills. Of course, we teach them history, 
Shakespeare, and business. But the true learning lies 
beyond lessons in th�.: classroom. Not only hav<.: th�.:y 
become friends with reachers and peers, they've come 
cu knuw the: Bc:st Friend of all: Jesus. 

They learn how co calk to Him, sharing their deepest 
feelings and dreams. 

When they lcav<.: ... 
Well, you hear things Like "I will never forger you!" 

"I have learned so much here at Kingsway College" or 
"My parents said you were always right" (my favourite!). 

It is our privilege to share a little of us, a little of 
csus with them. 

The results? 
Only eternity will show. • 

Dorcas Tosi teaches English as a 
second language at Kingsway College. 



"Those who loved you and were helped by you, will ren1e1nber you . . . .  " 

Charli!S Sprtrgeon 

We can help you. 
Go to Vlww.willplan.ca 

email legal@adventist.ca or call 905-4'33-0011, ext. 2078 
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p a r k v i e w  a d v e n t i s t  a c a d e m y  

"I can count on teachers being available if 

I need their help. I can email or text them 

outside of school hours, which is really cool." 

For Ethan Burgess, Parkvicw Adventist Academy (PAA) was the 
only high school opcion made available co him, and while he admits 
that this may sound restrictive and kind of scary to some, the 
soon-to-be graduate thinks it was advantageous: "The mindset 
ofPAA being the only option meant that if it wasn't going well 
at the start. l had to find some way to make it good for me." 

Ethan's high-school years have been good for a munber of 
reasons, including his mature: approach as we: II as the: support 
his family has devoted to Adventist education. 

"PAA is where Dad went; Ethan shares, "and l guess he wanred 
to come back here. Moving was a good choice because: r got tO 
meet new people and gain a well-rounded experience." 

The Burgess family had lived in the Okanagan Valley. Ethan 
and his sisters attended North Okanagan junior Academy 
(NOJA) for all of elemenrary and junior high. Because NOJA 
did nor offcr high school, thc family committed to continuing 
their church-based education and moved to Lacombe in order 
co enroll ar PAA. 

The reason, Ethan says, is personal: "I look up to tcachc.:rs a 
lor, especially in our Sevenrh-day Advenrist sysrem, because you 
can count on them w bc accountable fi.1r your spiritual life.: as 
well as your education." At PAA, Ethan has learned to count on 
his reachers for the guided insrruccion and professional srraregies. 
"I realize the.: impowmce of teachc.:rs here bc.:causc.: they know what 
you're learning, how ro do ir in many differenr ways, and how 
to apply it so there's not just one narrow path to an answer, but 
different options to choose from. And I can count on teachers 
being available ifl need their help. 1 can email or text them 
outside of school hours, which is really cool. I think." 

ln working hard at the discipline of learning, Erhan has fully 
grasped the distinction of Adventist education. "I've: bc:c:n with 
PAA through all my high school years, so I know the advantages 
of coming ro a Christian school. The reachers are always there 
for their students, and the spiritual environment is a huge thing 
for me. l feel safe here:· shares Ethan. 

The safety the students sense at PAA allows rhcm ro choose 
activities for personal growth that they may not otherwise have 
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cngagcd in. Knowing that they arc fundamentally cared for and 
supported, shy srudems wirh a grear deal of poremial, like Erhan, 
rake calculated risks and aim for something rhey previously 
thought was unattainable. 

"l had never played basketball unril I came here," Ethan says. 
"When l srartcd in Grade I 0 as thc rookie, l was always intimi
dated, bur ! looked up ro rhe older smdenrs for guidance and 
learning, and now that I am a senior, I try to encourage the younger 
players as well, bc.:causc I know l wc.:nr through the: same.: thing." 

Ethan's extracurricular involvemenr includes scarring positions 
in sncc..:r, baskcrball, and Aag football as wdl as music and serving 
on the PAA Student Association. He is also a strong advocate 
for PA A's weekly chapels. "One of my favourite quores from my 
dad is that everything is fluff and ftllc.:r, which mc.:ans wc.:'rc callcd 
ro look for rhe things char marre( Ethan explains. "Beingar PAA 
matters bccause I'm much encouraged to sec students wanting 
to learn more about God and teachers aiding srudents in theu· 
spiritual walk. We spend an hour in rhe middle of rhe week laying 
our studies aside to focus on what's most important in life. That 
matters. lfl came to an Adventist school and the majority of 
studt:nts wert: not inrc:rc:stc:d in spiritual mattt:rs, it would be: a 
turnoff;' but thankfully, rhat is not the case. 

For Ethan and so many ochers, PAA is a place to grow il1 
grace and knowledge of God. • 

Katelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations 
at Park view Adventist Academy. 
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Ken Wiebe Retires 
"When I was growing up, there was very little money;' recalled 
Ken Wiebe. "My parents had bought a farm in Manitoba, and 
although my dad was hard working, th<: land was not fcrtil.: and 
yielded linle. Consequently, money was scarce, and although 
we never went hungry, fruit was rationed ro one orange per day. 
I loved fruit and longed for more. As I expressed my wish, my 
mother placed her orange on my plate. 

"'Hav<: this: sh.: said. 
"'Don't you like oranges ?' I queried. 
"'Not roday; she responded. 
"I owe so much tO my mother;' stated Wiebe as he wiped a 

tear. "She was mild tempered, soft spoken, spiritually sound, and 
always put others' needs ahead of her own. That was her legacy. 
When company came for dinner, she rarely sat down to eat
she was roo busy serving." 

"She's the one who taught me Bible stories;' Wiebe continued. 
"I remember as a little boy kneeling on the chair at the kitchen 

table watching Mom mix bread dough. While doing so, she 
told the stories of]oseph and the coat of many colours, Daniel 
in the lion's den, and the birth of Jesus. This memory has never 
left me." 

Wiebe was 1 1  years old when he was baptized. It was at 
this tender age that the Holy Spirit began to prepare him for 
pastoral ministry. Almost imperceptibly he felt intrigued with 
the Scriptures and fascinated with the life and work of rhe 
pastors who served his little home church in Brandon, Man. 
When he was 15, the pastor sensing his interest in pastoral 
ministry, took him on Bibl.: studies, and his style b.:cam<: 
Wiebe's model ro this day. 

"I might say;' Wiebe commented, "the influence of a 
congregation raking a genuine interest in its young people 
cannot be overestimated!" 

Wkbe �tt<·nded CUC for Grade I?. ;md c:ontinut'd on through 
college, pursuing a degree in rl1eology. While in college, he noticed 
a special someone, Vera Werner, who also attended college but 
lived in the community. Vera was both talented and industrious. 
She played the piano, the organ, the saxophone, the clarinet, 
worked in the furniture Factory sewing room, served as secretary 
to the rheology department, but, as he said, "I was attracted 
especially to her infectious laugh and good nature." 

Ken and Vera dated two years and married on August 1968. 
Following graduation, the Wiebes headed for Andrews University, 
where Ken graduated with a Master of Divinity degree:. They 
have been blessed with two sons-and now four grandchildren. 

Pasror Wiebe and Vera have worked 44 years in denominational 
s<:rvicc throughout Canada: Ontario, British Columbia, Manitoba
Saskatchewan, and Alberta as pastor and administrator. Speaking 
about his wife's involvement in ministry, he said, "Vera has nor 
only been my support in ministry, but my partner in ministry 
as well." 

Most recently, Wiebe served six years as president of the 
Alberta Conference. Each aspect of his ministry including 
serving as pasror, has been filled with blessings. 

Those who worked alongside Wiebe accredited him as a 
caring, wise, and of humble spirit, a man of patience, principle, 
and integrity. 

"Retirement for me will include lots of family time. Time with 
my wife, rime with my boys, and rime with my grandchildren;' 
smiled Wiebe. • 

- L i n d a  S t e i n k e  
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Burman University Students 
Conduct VBS in Yellowknife 

During rhe week ofJuly 4-8, rhe Narive i'vfinisrries Team 
from Burman Univc.rsiry cam<.: to Yc.llowknifc. tO conduct 

a Vacation Bible School (VBS) program and inrroduced many 
children ro Jesus. "We need ro hold each other's hands and pray 
before our meal;' said six-year-old Jared. The rest of the family 
obliged. 

While most of us wouldn't think twice. about this practice. 
in Jared's home this was unique. Jared then went on ro pray for 
rhe family before they starred breakfast. "Our family wasn't in a 
habit of praying before ow- meals, bur since Jared came home from 
VBS, things have scarred to change;' said Jared's mom. Then she 
shar<.:d that when she was a child, she would sneak away from her 
family's home on Saturday morning to attend the nearby Adventist 
church. Though currently not connected with a church, she still 
r<.:alizcs th<.: importance. of God in h<.:r lift:. Sh<.: and h<.:r two children 
came to church after VBS and said they would be back next week. 
Her family arc Ocnc, a local indigenous group of people. At rhe 
end ofVBS several children signed up for Pathfinders. • 

- J o n a t h a n  G e r a c i ,  Y e l l o w k n i f e  c h u r c h  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  

Fisherman and Friends' Reunion 201 6 

Since rhe 1950s, rhere have been 
Adventist commercial salm<m and 

herring fishermen on our West Coast. 
Since the 1970s, most have been based 
in Pore Hardy. This cam<.: about largdy 
because of the "beaching" of the GMG 
Aoaring logging camp that included homes, 
a school and church, that moved up and 
down the B.C. coast for many years. Bm 
times chang<.:, and as these loggers and 
rheir offspring pur down d1eir chainsaws, 
they rransirioned inro commercial fishing. 
During the later 70s, 80s, and 90s, this 
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riny Advenrisr fleer was in a period of 
growth, due largely to rhe ac<luisition of 
boats and licenses by one First Nations 
man, James Walkus, a very talenred and 
blcsst.:d fish<.:rman who bc.:c;unc.: ;m Advmtist 
through conracr with d1e floating loggers. 

As time wt:nt on, young mc:n who 
worked on James's boars as crew became 
skippers and starred ro run boars too, 
creating a demand for more crewing 
positions. James was dedi cared ro Adventist 
education, and he would always require 
his skippers to hire two students. Over 

the years that hiring practice was quire a 
blt:ssing ro many young peopk g.:rring 
rhem duough college and university and 
off ro a career. 

The late 1990s saw a big downturn in 
the West Coast salmon fishery. Too many 
boars and too few fish. The government 
boughr back boar licenses, and soon 
unlicensed boars and gear were selling 
at bargain pric<.:s. This downturn hit the 
Advenrisr fleer too, which at its peak was 
about 40 boars mostly st:ine, but also 
gillJietters and trollers. 

The tight-knit, burgeoning Advenrist 
conummiry in Port Hardy soon started 
shrinking as rhe fish runs decreased. Their 
unique working lifestyle our on the ocean, 
covering rhe coast from Alaska to Wash
ington, was slipping away like the falling 
tidt.:. Th<.: summ<.:r fishing studt.:nt crowd 
slowly disappeared, and soon, roo, families 
started selling their homes and moving 
to other areas for work, education and 
retraining. 

It W.l$ abom I 0 years after the majority 
of the Adventist fishing fleer slipped rhe.ir 
mooring and went into the hisrory hooks 
that many ex-fishermen, cx-fishcrsrudcnts, 
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and Port Hardy friends gor together ar 
Cunp Hope for a reunion in OctOber 
2010. Since all had such a good time re
connectingwith one anuther, and sume 
were unable to make it, another reunion 
was held in October 2013. Then three 
years later, a third was held on November 
11-13. 

Abour 55 people showed up at Camp 
Hope for the Fishermen and Friends' 

Reunion 2016. There were jo)rful reunions; 
hugs, tc.:ars, handshakc.:s, and many stories 
wld of remembrances of another rime, 
another life, making a living on the ocean. 
Stories of God's leading and providence 
warmed many hearts. Ex-fisher Herb 
Larsc.:njr. spoke Friday c.:vening. and Port 
Hardy Pasror Berr and wife, Donna 
Williams. aged 78-80. from Nebraska. 
spoke for church service. James Walkus 

(sri II fishing ar 7S). and Andy Waterman 
(in his 80s) were our senior "skippers" in 
arrendance. The 200+ fishermen and 
women who spent time on the boars are 
now scattered all over Norrh America in 
every rype of occupation. Being able to 
fish was a real blessing in helping so many 
ro make their way through high school, 
college. university, and beyond. • 

- B i l l  G e r b e r, D i r e c t o r ,  
C a m p  H o p e ,  B C  C o n f e r e n c e  

ROCK and Kicks for Kids 

Leverage. according ro rhe Jvferriam-Web.<ter Dictionary, is 
influence: or power used to achieve a desired rc:sult." The.: 

positive effect of leverage was evident on April 20 16 when rhe 
Rest Haven Outreach of Community Kindness (ROCK) and 
the Kicks for Kids charity came rogethcr tO improve physical 
literacy among children in less forrunate circumstances. 

ROCK is a ministry of the Rc.:st Havc:n Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in North Saanich, B.C., on beamiful Vancouver island 
just north ofVicroria. In spire of what many consider to be an 
idyllic island paradise. thcn.: arc.: many social challenges that face.: 
rhe local conununirie.s in and around Greater Vicroria. According 
tn Gerald Ka7..anowski, Community Project Director, "(ROCK's] 
goal is to lift those who need a hand by rapping into the generous 
resources of the community, and, with our commitment and 
rc.:sourccs wgcthc:r, ... make a bigdiffc.:rc.:nce." 

Indeed, ROCK has been active within its commtmity over 
rhe years hy spearheading projecrs such as conducting a home 
makeover to improve in-home accessibility for a person with a 
mobility need; providing a refurbished vehicle ro a single parent 
without a mc.:ans of transportation; and supporting a local 
nor1-GMO organic egg farmer on a small disability pension 
ro improve productivity by building a new chicken coop and 
supporting equipmc.:nc (chickc.:n tractors). 

Kicks for Kids is a charity founded by Sarah Russell, a Physical 
Litc.:racy l.cadc.:r at rhc Pacific Tnsrirutc.: for Sport Excdlc.:ncc.:. Sarah 
specializes in adaptive sport, which brings physical literacy to 
children with special needs. In her work with various schools 
in the community, Sarah observec.l that children in low socio
economic areas did nor have adequate footwear to benefit from 
the: physical literacy c.:xcrcisc:s she: was leading. She.: explains, "There.: 
was one child attending the program who, I noticed, was wearing 
a pair of Crees, which are inappropriate footwear for a sport 
program. I found this to be a little odc.l. and when I looked closer 
1 noticed cl1ar cl1e Crees did nor have soles. £ssenrially. cl1e child 
was walking around barefoot. I decided ro find this child a pair 
of proper rw1ning shoes so that nothing would hold him back 
from achieving his full sporting potemial." 

This was the beginning of the Kicks fix Kids charity. Sarah 
scarred by co mac ring principals ar schools in well-ro-do areas 
asking them for permission ro collect gently worn running 
shoes that she could distribute to kids in need at schools in 

low socio-economic areas. This iniriarive grew ro include rhc 
plac.:cmcnt ofc.:ollcction boxes at community centres, participating 
businesses, and places of worship. Sarah's dream for Kicks for 
Kids is "ro provide an entire school with 'new ro them' running 
shoes-starting in the school wirh th<.: most kids in need; have 
every child go home ar the same time. with a 'new ro them' pair 
of running shoes." 

The work that Kicks for Kids was doing in cl1e conununity 
was brought ro the attention of Rick Wiegel (founding member 
of ROCK) by a member of the Rc.:st Havm Rest Haven Scvencl1· 
day Advemisr Church. Mr. Wiegel invired Ms. Russell ro submit 
a proposal for funding which ROCK subsetjucntly approved. 
On the Sabbacl1 of April 9, 2016, at cl1e Rest Haven Sevencl1-day 
Advencisr Church, Rick Wiegel presented a cheque in rhe amount 
of $1 .000 to Sarah Russell to fund the purchase of new running 
shoes for Kicks for Kids ro distribute ro children in need. As a 
re$ult of the posirive leverage between ROCK and Kicks for 
Kids, 24 brand-new pairs of running shoes were purchased and 
disrribmed ro happy children who will now receive the full 
benefit of phy$ical litc.:racy. • 

- D e s m o n d  G u a r i n ,  m e m b e r ,  R e s t  H a v e n  
S e v e n t h - d a y  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  
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M a r i t i m e 

Provincial Exhibition 

The churches ofTruro, New Glasgow, 
and Pugwash joined togc:thc:r for four 

days ro do ourreach ar rhe Provincial 
Exhibit.ion in Truro rhi� summc.:r. Sue 
Hununel shaied information about 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) and displayc.:d the rugs she makc;s 
as a fi:mdraiser for AD RA. Posters displayed 
the n:cc:m work of A 0 RA in Fort Mc
Murray as well as oversees, and other 
posters displayed a Health Expo that was 
provided in Nc:w Glasgow. Lots ofhc:alth 
and Christian literature was shared with 
those who visited the hooch. Church 
members provided information about the 
Adventist churches in the area, summer 
camps at Camp Pug wash, as wdl as 
opportunities for children £O gain a 
Christian education at Sandy Lake 
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Academy. Free bottles of water were 
provided during the hottest parr of the 
day. Tt is our prayc;r rhat rhc.: literature.; wc.: 
sh�u·ed will bring glory £O God, plam seeds 
of truth, and help to prepare more people 

Reformation Celebration 

"Mr. Tetzel" trying to sell "sacred relia" to the people. 

On Ocr. 31, 1517, Marrin Lurher 
nailed the 95 Thc:sc:s on the: door 

of the Wittenburg Church in Germany. 
That act is said ro be the official "start" of 
thc.: Protc.:stanr Rc.:formation. On Sunday, 
Ocr. 30, Cheryl Hamilton organized a 
Reformation Celebration for the New 
Glasgow Seventh-day Adventist Church 
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and homeschool friends. A group of27 
people:, I I  church mc:mbc:rs, and 16 from 
the community gathered together to learn 
about Marrin Luther and the Reformation. 
Lmhc.:r's story was told using a story book. 
pictuies, and even a skir. Activities for the 
children were interspersed throughout the 
story to reinforce key aspects. 

for the blessed hope and soon return of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. • 

- C h e r y l  H a m i l t o n ,  N e w  
G l a s g o w  c h u r c h  

Reprinted from the Maritime Pulse. 

Ir was a cusrom of Luther's day for 
school children to sing to m:ighbours in 
order to receive food when food at home 
wa.s �parse.:. Upon learning this, the children 
sang "Away in a Manger" to the adults and 
received food. (Some hymnbooks have 
Luthc:r as author of"Away in a Mangc:r" 
originally tided "Cradle Song"}. 

The: children climbed the: stairs on 
their knees like Luther "paying penance" 
and rhen found eggs with a message inside 
stat.ing "'The just shall likc.: by faith' (Rom. 
1 :  17)." The children then stood up and 
walked back down the stairs. 

We all learned about Mr. Tetzd who 
sold indulgences claiming these items 
would grant them fi>rgivc.:ncss ovc.:r all 
rl1eir sins, and rl1at if someone purchased 
these, their family and friends could be 
moved from purgatory to hc:avm. The 
children did three-legged races to "Mr. 
Tc.:tzd;' and he.: tric.:d to sc.:ll them "wood 
from Jesus' cross;' "Jesus' nails': or bits of 
"Jesus' clothing" while at the same rime 
"Martin Luthc:r" tried to convince the 
children ro ignore Tetzel and instead gave 



each of the children a Bible text. After 
the game the group read some of the 
rexrs Lmher had given the children and 
discovered how salvation is a fi-cc: gift 
from God and cam1ot be earned by our 
own efforrs. 

Blindfoldd, the children posted the 
95 Theses on the door of the church. They 
watched a re-enactment of the Diet of 
Worms with Luther telling Charles V he 
could nor recant. And they searched for 
the five "Sola" or "Alone" statements of 
Luther-"Faith Alone;' "Scripture 
Alone," "Grace Alone:· "Christ Alone:· 
and "Glory of God Alone." 

Many of the parricipants were dressed 

in Reformation arrirc, and we all ate a meal 
based on foods from the Renaissance time 
period. People were offered a copy of Tbe 
Great Controversy by Ellen G. White if 
they wanted to read more about Luther 
and the other Reformers. 

The evening ended with the children 
holding lights :md were reminded that each 
one of the Reformers through history did 
not have all the light of truth, but they 
srudied rheir Bibles and each discovered 
more truth. They were encouraged tO 
search the Scriprures and find truth for 
themselves as the Reformers had done. 
The evening closed as everyone sang 
"A Mighry Fortress Is Our God;' written 

M a n i t o b a - S a s k a t c h e w a n  

Saskatoon Youth Rally 

The fall Man-Sask Youth Rally com
mcnccd on Nov. 18 and 19 at the 

Victoria Avenue Chw·ch in Saskatoon. 
Pastor Jordane Smith's sermon series 
focused on lc.:arning to hear the loving call 
of God in a modern world of so many 
di�tractions. Sabbath morning over 190 
people were in attendance, including 
Victoria Avenue members, and chen 
evening program$ had over I I 0, a healthy 
increase over previous youth rallies. 

Sabbath afternoon included outreach 
opportunities for street ministry and 

homeless ministry. Attendee Krisrian Wall, 
from Winnipeg, said that "singing at a 
homeless shelter was quite nice . ... I felt 
like we were doing a good deed . . . .  I hope 
we bkssed someone that we ekend." Though 
the day was cloudy and chilly, the yourh 
brought many smile� to people's faces 
through flowers, high fives, and their voices. 

The weekend would not have been a 
success without the help of a group of 
young adults from Saskatoon called 
LOGOS Collective. The members of 
this group arc talented and passionate 

by Luther, while one of the children 
accompanied them on the piano. 

This year (20 17) is rhe 500-year 
anniversary of rhc beginning of the: 

n e w s  

Reformation. We would encourage 
churches all over ro celebrate rhis very 
historic event with their communities 
and reflect on rhe critical imporrance of 
this event. Discuss how the Reformation 
has affected the world and the religious 
freedom that we all enjoy. 

let's challenge each <)ther to be "Solo 
ScriptLu·a" Christians. • 

- C h e ry l  H a m i l t o n ,  
N e w  G l a s g o w  c h u r c h  

Reprinted from the Maritime Pulse. 

about ministry and took much of the 
lcad for the rally. The Youth Depurmcnt 
were honoured to work with them and 
thanked them for the hard work rhar 
they had put into the weeks of planning 
and into the weekend itself. 

Special thanks also to Pastor Julio 
and the Victoria Avenue church, who 
graciously opened their doors co host 
this evmr, as well as the many parents, 
dmrch members, and adult sponsors who 
pitched in ro make the event a success. • 
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Over 220 people from across rhe conference received ministry 
tminingatthrcc EQUTPcvcntS in Regina (Oct. 22), S:u;kacoon 

(Nov. 26) and Winnipeg (Dec. l 0 ). EQUIP eventS are organized 
by the Toral Member Involvement (TMI) department and are 
dcsignc:d co provide trai11ing and n:sourcc:s for a wide varicry of 
omreach, all in service of rhe. new Man-Sask mission and vision. 
Popular scs�ions, led by led by conference personnel and employees, 

included "Relational Evangelism;' "Sharing God's Health Plan 
for Your Community;' "How to Connect with Guests So They 
Stay in the: Church;' and "Ministry Rc:aching Out lmo Your 
Community." 

Terri Rruce from rhe Moose Jaw church said, "The highlight 
of the EQUIP weekend tor me was how inspired I was to see so 
many of our area churche.s had sem represemarives to chis evem. 
It showc:d me: that we: arc: not working alone:!" 

1erri also panicularly appreciated the "Connecting With 
Guc:sts" sc:ssion; "This c:vc:nt was so full ofidc:as ufhow ro make: 
a chw·ch guest feel welcome and want to come back. I will be 
taking rhese ideas back co our church and telling our members 
how these simple, rhoughrful acts can make a huge difference!" 

Tom and Marj Koch from Hill Ave chmch enjoyed all the 
seminars they attended bur were especially thankful for other 
aspectS; "\Vhat we appreciated was the organization, and how 
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"I will be taking these ideas back to 

our church and telling our members 

how these simple, thoughtful acts 

can make a huge difference!" 

Tota l Member 
I nvolvement 

well the sessions were timed . . . .  The sessions were not too long, 
and very enjoyable and in�piring." 

Weekend Series: TMI also offers discipleship and omreach 
training for individual churches. Pascors David and Lynn Ripley 
providc:d this first Weekend Sc:rics for borh the: Transcona and 
Neuva Esperanza churciles in Winnipeg Aug. 12-14 and rhen for 
the Moose Jaw Church Nov. 1 1 - 1 3. "We want all nur members 
to be fully committed disciples of Jesus Christ, who are actively 
involved in witness where rhey work and live� Pasror Manzanares 
said when askc:d about his Winnipeg church's c:mhusiasm abour 

hosdng the series. 
The Weekend Series is a mix of seminars, group discussion, 

and hands-on training in topics such as "Ministry Action UnitS 
-United Prayer;• "Living as a Disciple;' "Relational Discipleship, 
"Mc:moring:' and "Bc:cominga Missional Church." 

Response has been positive, with one attendee sharing, "It was 
a rc:al eye-opener in the way we reach our ro our c:ommuniry." 
Another commented, "Most hermeneutical! Quite enlightening 
and challenging!" 

The Toral Member Involvement theme i�: "Each One Win 
One, Lose None, Disciple Alt» 

Learn more abour upcoming TMI evenrs at www.mansask 
advcmist.ca. • 
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O n t a r i o  

CPC Community Food Drive 

The College Park church and the Adventist Community Services 
(ACS) sponson.:d a community food drive. They provided two 

large dropoffbins ro receive the community's food comribmions 
ro feed approximately 600 rn 700 families each month. This event 
was advertised in the newspapers, and flyers were sene out inviting 
the community ro support rhis local food drive initiative. 

Children who attended the event enjoyed a jun1ping castle, 
and approximately 200 people were served free veggie burgers. 
A car wash rook place in front of the church, and various booths 
provided the people with information about the elementary 
school, Pathfinders, and health rips. 

Many enjoyed the musical conccrr, and overall the cvent was 
so successful the membe.rs plan to do ir again next year. Having 
the event jusr prior ro celebrating Thanksgiving gets people in 
tl1e spi1·it of giving and being thankful which benefits everyone. 

Adventist Community Services has been working in me 
community for 40 ye:trs. The ACS team worked hard tO make 
chis event meaningful in the community and pranical in rhe 
sense of feeding rhe hungry in our midst. 

As of Nov. 20, 2016, a total of 13,348 pounds of food has 
been coUecred by the following: Gibb Srreer Real Canadian 
Superstore, Kingsway Collc.·gt:, the.· Rc:fuge, P:�thflnders, Collc:gc: 

Q u e b e c  

Board of Directors Elects 

Over 200 free veggie burgers were served at the Adventist Community Services food drive. 

Park Church, College Park Elemenrary Schooi,Joe and Barb's 
No Frills (on Townline Road). Also, on CPC Commw1ity 
Outreach Day, some 1,501 pounds were collected. • 

- H e l e n  N o r r fl c o r r  

New President and Executive Secretary 

Left to right: lucian Stefanesru, Kwasi Ansah·Adu, and Abiola Arthur. 

The first meeting of rhe Quebec Conference's newly elected 
Board of Directors rook place on Sunday, Oct. 23, chaired 

by rhe SDACC president, Mark .Johnson, who was accompanied 
by Daniel (Dragan) Stojanovic, the SDACC cxccutive sccrctary. 
On rhis occasion rhe board learned thar afrer he and his wife had 
taken time to earnesrly pray about it, because of difficult family 
circumstances, tl1ey were unable to come and serve cl1e Quebec 
Conference. 

Hencc. the first dccision that the board needed to make was 
ro deer a president for cl1e Quebec Conference. TI1e ideal person 
was described as a spiritual and visionary servant-leader who is 
evangelistic and people focused with managerial and leadership 
skills and who is working for me unity of me conference. Wicl1 
prayer and careful consideration, the board voted w deer Kwasi 
A11Sal1-Adu as rhe Quebec Con ference president. 

Pastor Adu ha.� served tor over 18 years in Ghana as pastor, 
president, secretary, and treasurer in three conferences, as well as 
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general manager of the publishing house in West Africa. Having 
come co the Quebec Confcrcnc<.: in 2007, he has served as pastor 
and ministerial director before being called ro rhe presidency. 
He humbly accepted the task stating chat he relics on chc grace 
of God and on our support to accomplish it co the glory of God. 

all wisdom, strength, and blessing. 
The board continued to fill two vacant positions. Kavan 

As Adu had previously been elected executive secretary by the 
Constitu<.:ncy. this position was now w be filled by the board. In 
the same prayerful manner, they elected Lucian Stefanescu as the 
Quebec Conference Execurive Secretary. The first thing after 
the election was a joint prayer of the board members for Pastor 
Adu, Pascor Srefanescu, and Miss Abiola Arthur (treasurer), who 
kneeled down before chc Lord, knowing char He is the source of 

Roy Shand, fim elder of rhe Motmr Zion Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, was v<.Jted to replace Samuel Cola-5. Pastor Joseph 
Batiancila, of the Montreal Filipino and Mow1t Cannel Filipino 
churches, was vored ro fill the board position formerly occupied 
by Lucian St�o:fam:scu. 

We encourage each church to take a moment ro pray for the 
leadership and Board of the Quebec Conference just as Jesus did 
for His dcsciplcs: "That they will aU be one, just as you and I arc 
one-as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in 
us so chat che world will bdit:ve you sent me" (John 17:2 1, NLT). • 

S D A  C h u r c h  • 1 n  C a n a d a  

Shad Lehmann, New Associate Director of Education 

Shad L�hmann 

The SDACC Office of Education is very 
pleased tO welcome Shad Lehmann as 

our new Associate Direcror of Education, 
a posicion char came open when Retry 
Bayer was ekcted as tht: Dir<.:ctor of 

Education in August 2016. After a search 
process chat lasted several weeks, rhe 
SDACC Board of Directors voted ro 
approv<.: Shad's name on Saturday 
evening, November 19. 

After completing his B. Ed. through 
Union College, Shad completed an MA 
in Administration and Leadership from 
La Sierra University. He.: is currently 
enrolled in a PhD program in Educational 
Leadership and Administration through 
Andrews University. 

Shad has taught in classrooms from 
Gradt: I w university, and has adminis· 
trative experience in three. conferences 
across Canada, most recently as direccor 
of education in tht: Manitoba·Saskatcht:wan 

Email: jon@'reolestoteinreddeer.com Jon and Denise Nichols 
denise@reolesfofell1reddeer.com ASSOCIATE BROKER & AGENT 

Conference, where he also served as 
director of trust services. Shad's wife, 
Tara, recently scarred a volunteer posicion 
as Family Ministrit:s director at tht: 
Man-Sask Conference. 

Shad bdievc:s scrongly in Adventist 
education d1at is Christ-centred and 
accessible to all. An experienced ad min· 

isrrator, an outdoor education specialist, 
a spiritual leader, and the father of three, 
he brings a wealth of experience and a 
desire co support Canadian Adventist 
teachers and schools in their journey to 
cxcdlcncc.:. Shad will ofhcially bt:gin his 
duties at rhe SDACC Office on Feb. 1, 

2017 . •  

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT. Asof Nov. 30,2016, there were 'l29 deposrtors wlth a total deposlt 
• ol $10,4/().046 ThPrP WPIP ilil iOrlfl\ With rl v,JIIJP ol $/7.091,0/1 

For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao-quiambao.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-0011. 
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Ta ke advantage 
of GTA rea l estate 

- where the smart money is. 

8 1 2°/0 At'lNuAL �I: . J 'l 
- ON INVESTMENT 

US£ YOUR C" ASc RRSP'S T SA S RA S AND RF ACCO t-<TS 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

''Your bibUcal me.Mage.o are turning out 
to be a great ble.Mingfor me; my faith 
io lltrengtJ:tened. d want my cltildren 
to grow up for ?fei>Ul>."- AWR 1 UT!I!R 

'� l{Wion IRadio f' GLOBAL PO DC Am • R!G!ORAL SHORTWQV[ • lOCAL Al\lfi'I •IOD+ LAIGUQG!S 
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Rtl'th�m ('ftri,fiun School£., 11 Scnvtllt-dll)' Atl•"*"'i't mulli/(f'ud' 
«IJDol /u tlu� :JmniiiOk'fl s�11iug of Ronltn-�t, Sa$kntcltn.•tm. U� 
prf>\•idc �vcfl.ltttltl opportlmiti� to R'O"' ti�Qdctftticol(y, pltJ•sict�lly. 
socinll)' u.m/ spiril.1ud�y ;,. u friwul�•·· hom�·lifut �tnvirommurJ. H :r 
/uu·� 11 �trong ,,,r;� progrvum11� fctuuri"k £11glisll /Jandbdl�. 

Rndl11•n• ("hrfrJ/an St'hool 

/Mt'69-
RDSIIt<Tn Sl\ SOl\ JRO 

.106.11l.J199 
korw111) 1111d11ndf)-rll hotmllil.com 

The Process for Nominators: 

1\ 
Adventist Education 

1200 Ol!njomin Al'ef/111! 
0111/wo. ON JQ,J JPS 

613. 722.3 770 
oosdwoKaJ'ftltoo.ttt 

wwu�ono .. ·oodl'<'nti�tftltool.of'/: 

Must be a stakeholder (superintendent, pnncipal, school board member, teacher, pastor, school staff member, parent, student, or church member). 
Must not be immediate family members of the nominee. 
If the nominee is a teaching principal, the nominator must select either Teaching or Administrator Award. All letters of recommendation must sup
port the appropriate award they are being nominated for. 
•Important· please check With local conference or boarding academy to see 1f the teacher and/or adm1mstrator that you want to recommend fulfills 
the requirements for the Nominee noted below. 
Must complete the Nomination Form, letter of Recommendation Form, and a letter of Recommendation. 
Must ftnd two other stakeholders (one from each of the two other categones), unrelated to the nom1nee, to complete the letter of Recommenda
tion Form and write Letters of Recommendation. For example, if the nominator Is someone from the School Leadership categol)' (Superintendent, 
Principal, or School Board Member), the remalmng two letters of recommendation must be from each of the remaining categories, one from 
Colleagues (Teacher, Pastor, or School Staff Member) and one from School Community (Parent. Student, or Church Member). 

Nominee: 
Must have a valid Standard, Professional, or Administrator denominational teaching certificate. 
Recipient of teacher award must have a minimum of one full year teaching experience in the Seventh-day Adventist Church in canada school 
system. 
Recipient of the administrator award must have a minimum of two years of administrator experience at the current school to be eligible for the 
administrator award. 
Must be a teacher or administrator who is employed at least half time for the Seventh-day 1\dventlst Church In Canada school system. 
Must not have recewed an Excellen�;e Award withm the last f1ve years. 
(A list of teachers who have rece1ved awards are posted on CAT�net-http://catnet.adventtst.ca.) 

It is our hope that the SDACC Excellence in Education Award will inspire our teachers and school administrators to always strive for excellence In teaching 
and serv1ce, and that those who are presented w1th this prest1g1ous award w11l truly appreciate it as a token of our thanks for havmg them as excellent 
teachers In our school system. 

Please take the time to nominate your Adventist School teacher or principal today. Nomination forms can be found on CAT-net, 
tmp://catnct.adventlst.ca under Resources SDACC Excellence in Education Award or you may call the SDACC office of Education at 905.433.0011 x2072. 

-
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• Announcements 
PROCESS: 

• All announcements (non· 
profit events, new member 
notices, birth announcements, 
weddings, anniversaries, 
obituaries, and tributes) should 
be emalled to Aimee Perez 
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca) 
or faxed to her attention at 
905/433-0982. 

• Every individual named In 
the announcement must be 
aware of the submission and 
have granted the submitter 
approval for printing. 

• Obituaries must be submitted 
on the appropriate form, 
completed and/or approved by a family member of the 
deceased. The forms (both 
printable and electronically 
submltable) are available at 
www.adventist.ca/messenger. 

• The Messenger assumes no 
liability for typographical 
errors or responsibility for 
inaccuracies originating in 
submitted material. 

• For more information about 
Messenger announcement 
policies, go to www.adventist. 
ca/messenger, click "Writers' 
Guidelines· then click 
Nannouncements." 

• A n n o u c e m e nts 
64thTJA/CAA Alumni Homecoming 
Weekend-Craw ford Adventist 
Academy will J,., holding irs 64"' 
Alumni Homecoming Weekend on 
May 27 and 28, 2017, honouring 
TJA classes of1982 (Gr.tde 12). 19n 
(Grnde 10). 1972 (Grade 10). 1967. 
and :til classes prior; CAA Classes of 
2007,2002, 1997, 1992,and 1987. We 
welcome all our :1lumni and funilics. 
former and current administrators, 
board members, F.!culry & smff. 
parents, &iends and suppor<ers. 
Please ccmract Judy Cardona Gamez, 
Development D�rector, 416/633-0090 
I roll-free 866/960-2125 exr. 248 Ol' 

jgamez@cadsb.com. Visit our official 
website www.caasda.com: follow U> 
on Twimr @TJACAAAiumni; like 
us on Facebook "TI1e Of!'lCial TJAI 
CAAAiumni Group." (5/17) 

Missing Members-The Chilliwock 
church is looking for the following 
missing memb<:ts: r>arrcn Brisrow, 
Barbara Den Admirom, lrma Den 
Admir:uu, M:u·tin Den Admiranr, 
Nadene Johnson, Rick Laywn, and 
David Bruce Torrance. If you have a 
current phone number and :tddrcss 
fur any of these people, please contact 
Tim Nally at 778/549-0059 or 
tlmoteus@livc.ca. 

• New Members 
MARITIME 

Marion Girroir '""s bapti'l.ccl in 
Halifa.�, N.S.,on Nov. l9.2016,by 
Kevin Scon. She f1r$t le>med abolll 
the Advondsr Church while volun
teering at Parker Street Food and 
Furniture Bank. After attending a 
serie.1 of evangelistic meetings, lvbrion 
cmnmittcd her life ro Jesus . .She is 
now a member of chc Halifax church. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Wesley Stanley was bapri'l.cd in 
Lerhbridge, Nfld .. on Aug. 27, 2016. 
by his l"'01hcr, Career Sr>nlcy. Wc.<lcy 
came imo che Adventist Church ar 
a young :tge bur drifted :twny unr.il 
a couple of years ago. He is now a 
member of the Lethbridge church. 

Alicia Holloway was baptized in 
Lethbridge, NAcl.,on Nov. 12, 2016, 
by David Boutcher. She has been 
snrclying intensely for rhc pasr scvcf31 
months and continues co do so. She 
i< now a mcmhcr of rhc l.cthbri.lgc 
church. 

logan Reld·MIIImlne was baptized 
in Lethbridge. Nfld., on Nov. 12, 
2016. by David Bourchcr. He has 
been studying intensely for the past 
scvcr:tl mnnrhs anrl continues ro do 
so. He is now a member of the Leth
bridge church. 

Beverly Barrington-Norris •nd 
Gerald Norris were bopcized in 
Lethbridge, NOd .. on Nov. 12. 20 16. 
by D.-•id Bourchcr. They haw bem 
studying intensely for tl1e past several 
months and continue to clo so. The)' 
are now members of the Lethbridge 
church. 

• Anniversaries 
Bill and Jean Yuros ofKelowna. 
B.C., cdehrarerl rhdr 60'' wedding 
anniv�rsary on Ocr. 14, 2016. A 

lovely fellowship meal was enjoyed ar 
the Kelowna Advenrrst Church, and a 
great rime was had by all. 

• Birthdays 
Trudi Charles of Maple Ridge, B.C .. 
celebrated her 90'1' birthday on Nov. 
8, 2016. Several &icnds and f.,mUy 

&om across the coumry caU�d. maile d. 
and vi..;;ircd. A� well, dtcrc was cake 
and celebration at chltfch. 

• Obitu aries  
Peter Dudar was born on july 7. 
1923, in Two Hills, Alta., and died 
on Jan. 22, 2016, in Sw1 CitY, Calif . 
Hc

.
complcrcd elementary a�d hi�:h 

school >r Canadian Union College 
and cnnrinucd his-cducarion ar \Xt.,lla 
W:>lla College, La Sierra College, and 
Loon a Uncia University. i\s a physician 
he ministered ro thousands in his 40+ 
yf"::-r·-c: of pr:tc:dsirlg n•u•·rlidnt", Sur-viving· 
wife. Rosamond £. Dudar: sons, l'ccer 
Dud,. Jr. o(Cuenca, F.cuador, Gary 
(Julio) Dudar ofMcnifrc, Cali£, 
Brian (Monica) Dudar of Paradise, 
Calif.; and rhrcc borandchildrcn. 

Pearl (nee Stanley) Ellis was born 
on Sepc. 27. 1931. in George's Brook, 
Nfld., •nd died on Ocr. 30, 20 16, in 
Porr Hope. One. She, along with h�r 
hu,b:md, Eunily, friends. •nrl P:�stor 
Crook, hdpcd build the Lethbridge 
church. Pearl also thought of Barbar-a 
\Vi se man as her daughter and 
requested d>;H she remain dose to 
the f;,mily. Pearl is predeceased by her 
husband, Joseph Ellis; son, Herbert 
FJiis; daughrer, Dororhy nllcr; 
parents, Wilson and Lucy Stanley: 
brod1cr, Ha\•docSmnlcy: h:�lf.bi'Orhcr, 
1-krbm B<lil ry; and sisr<rs, Molly 
Smnley,Jewel Stanley, Violet Sr>nley. 
Maggi< Ellis. and Bessie Chaulk. 
Sw·viving: son. C:tlvin (Shar on) Ellis 
of Courrice, Om.; daughrcrs. Jlarsy 
(Leo) Budgcll of Port Hope. Om., 
Yvonne F.llis of Courricc; brother, 
Mcryle (Eirza) Smoley of George's 
Rronk; si<rcr, F.mma (Jack) Sranlcrnf 
George's Brook: nine grandchildren, 
15  );.'l'Cat·grandch i ldrcn, and nne 
greac-great-gr.mdchild. 

Elma (nee Lotsarl) Halmlnen was 
born on Feb. 18, 1925, in Uusiklrkko, 
Finland. and died on June 10. 2016, 
in Oshawa, Ont. She was a faithful 
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member of College Park church in 
Oshawa for over 60 y<':tr� and had a 
gifr for hospitaliry. Elma Is predece:�.�ed 
by her P"'cnrs. Aaron and Hilja Lc;n:sari; 
brother. Pcnrti Lotsari; and sister, Elna 
Sunjnki. Surviving: husband, Kaukn 
H:tlrninen; soils, Hannu (Karen) 
Halmincn of Orono, Onr.,Juha 
(Susan) Halminen of BowmanvUie, 
On<., P:wl (Lisa) Halminen of 
Courricc, Onr.: daughters. Marja 
Halminen ofSwnmerhnd, B.C .. 
Anu (Pcrer) Thome ofNewca><k 
Ont., Anita {Joe Hawco) Halminen 
nf\Vhirby. Onr.: si>Tcr, Hilkka Axelson 
of Sweden; 13 grandchildren and 18 
great-grandchildren. 

Annie (nee Chemipeski) Knight 
was born on April 18. 1922, in 
TI1eodore. Sask .. and died on Sept. 
20. 2016, in Williams Lake, B.C. 
She w�s a member of the Adveruist 
Church for almnsr 60 years and w:1s 
one of the founding members of 
rhc Y<>rkton, Sask., church. Annie 
rs predeceased by her husband, 
Harry Knightt parcncs, Srcvc and 
Agafla Chernipeski: brothers. Nick 
Chernipe.,ki and H:J TveyChemipeski: 
sister, Kay Manchur: and daughter
in-law, Lynda Knight. Surviving: 
son, Chris Knight of Williams 
Lake; d:1ugluers, Elizabeth (Jerry) 
Charnbcrbin of Green Lake, B.C., 
and Parsy (George) Ohnander of 
.Srock holm, .Sask.; brorhcrs, Ivan 
(Lilly) C:hormpe.<ki nfY<>rkron, 
Mike (Rernice) Chcmipcski of 
Yorkton. Alex (Adele) Chernipeski 
nfl�,combc, i\Jr:.., Victor (Marge) 
Chernipeski ofYorkton. Ed Cherney 
of Penticron, II.C., Steve (Mal'in:1) 
Chernipeski ofYorkron: sb1:er. Emily 
Chernipeski ofYorkton; nine gmnd
children and 70 grear·grandchildrCJ1. 

Norma (nee Carlson) Loran was 
bo1·n on Ocr. 13, 2() 16, in !low 1sl�nd, 
Alra., and died on Ocr. 18. 2016, in 
Abbotsford, B.C. She fuid1fully led 
our in the children's divisions and 
communin• services in her husband 
Russell's p ;sroral disrricrs. Norma is 
predecea.�ed b)' her Arst husband, 
Russell Spangler; second husband. 
Joseph Loran; and si>·w,June Spangler. 
Surviving: sons. Ru�� (Ann) Spangler, 
of Abbocsford, David (Lois) Spangler 
of Ahborsford, Frank (TrucKh:mh) 
Spangler ofNewcasrk Onr.: daughter, 
Joanne \Vageman; sister, Zelma (Tom) 
Kay of Lacombe, J\lra.; 18 b'T:md
children and 22 great-grandchildrl'n. 

Roy William pfannmueller 
was born on March 13. 1952, in 
Edmomon, Aim., and died on Nov. 
13. 2016, in Midway. B.C. He is 
predeceased by his father, WiiiJam 
l' fannmullcr; and bmrhcr·in-bw. 
\'V,,IIy Chiakowsky. Surviving: wife, 
Pamela Pfa nnmucllcr; son, Zachariah 
(Stacey) pf.,nnmudler; stepsons, 
Michael Krogcl and Brian Krogdi 
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mother, Julie Pfannmuller; brothers, 
Barry (Ddoris) l'fannmuUerand 
Dean Pf.1nnmuller: sisters, Leeann 
Chhkowsky and Gwen (Eugene) 
Skoretz; and cwo grandchildren. 

David Francis Warner was born 
on Sept. If!, 1937, in Kelown•. B.C.. 
and died on Sept. 12,2016. in Red 
Deer, Alta. He sen•ed as school board 
chairman for several years at Sylvan 
Meadows Adventist School and was 
an acrivc parricipanr and f.tichful 
supporter of the Sylvan Lake church 
ond church school during his 41l yc.rs 
as a member. David is pred<eeascd br 
his parcnrs, \%Iter and Bcnha \ll1mcr. 
Surviving: wife. Ida \'\farner: sons, 
Dennis \XI.'lmer ofW.1nham, Aim., 
David (Dorothy) Warner of St. Albm. 
Alta.: daughters. Debbie (Scan) Jlell 
of Sylvan Lake and Diane (Randall) 
Reiman of\XIanham; brother, Art 

W.1rncr of Adams Lake, B.C.: sisrers. 
Virginia Gonthier ofTukwila. \V

,
,sh .. 

ond Chris Johnson of Rosehurg, Ore.; 
14 grandchildren and eight great· 
grandchildren. 

• Advertisements 
Citrus fundralslng for your church 
or school. H:�nd-selecred citrus 
djrccr from the grove. Indian River 
Fundraisers. Please cal1 800/558-
1998. (2/17) 

Union College seeks full-time 
professor of Communications 
and English with srrongskill< in 
mlgazinc journalism, editing, and 
wriring insuucrion (or po�it:ion 
beginningJuly 2017. Doctorate is 
preferred. Please submit curriculum 
'it:tc ro Dr. Mar.k Robison. Hmnanitics 
Division chair, ar marobiso@ucollege. 
cdu. (2/17) 
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• Advertising 
Poli des 

PROCESS: 

• All advertising should 
be submitted with local 
conference approval. 

• Payment must accompany 
your ad, or it will not be 
published. 

• The Messenger assumes 
no responsibility for typo
graphical errors, nor liability 
for the advertisements. 
Acceptance of ads does not 
constitute endorsement of 
the products or services by 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Canada. 

RATES: 

For ads rates, sizes, deadline5, 
and more, visit: www.adventlst. 
ca/messenger. 

Fountalnview Academy is an 
SO-student boarding school nmled 
in the: pristine fl)lnu,rain$ of British 
Col<tmbia. Uading young people to 
Chlist is our fi1·sr priol'iry. \'V'e :u·e �n 
accredited school with an cxcdlenr 
vocational training program. To see a 
list of our current job openin0'$, which 
includes an Industry Manager and a 
Farm Manager, plc:tSC vitiit our wcbsirc 
W'\vw.founra.inviewac.l.demy.ca. (7 I 17) 

Union College Homecoming 
April 6-9, 2017-Honour classcs 
are 1947. 1957,1962. 1967,1977. 
1987, 1992. 1997. :>nd 2007. 125"' 

y�ar cdc:brarion. For more infOrmation, 
contact d1e alumni office at 40 I /486-
2503: 3800 S. 48rh Sr. Lincoln, N E 
68506, or alumni@ucollege.edu. 
(2117) 

Revive and restore God's bread1 
of life ro the churches ro relieve 
mulnrudes ofsuffe tingsick, with 
Jesus' aurhentic Blueprint Way of 
natural healing remedies at NEW
START healing centers. Review 
Dwayne Lemon's seminar at 
ptbmini.<trin.t:t>nt and I 09 SOA 
mmtstries at OutpqstCmurs.qrg at 
Weim•r (NF.WSTART) in CA; 
Wildwood in GA: Uchcc Pints in 
AL: Eden Valley in CO. etc. Review 
God's aurhenric Blueprint in the 
book MAD!SON-Gqd's BMutljitl 
Fm·m: '/1,. £. A. Sutbrrland Story. 
by lra Gish and Harry Christman. 
(2/17) 

Elizabeth View Bed & Breakfast, 
conv�niently located next to Burman 
Unive1·sirv in L:tcomhe, A8. Privare 
enrrancc.' barhroom: and brcakhm 
served in personal lounging area. 
Overlooks L,ke Elizabeth with irs 
maintained wal.king uails. Ideal for 
business or pk-a.surc. ww\v.dir..abcrh 
view.ca. Conracr Dianne nr 403/782-
3407. (5/17) 

Hawaii Vacation Condo Rentals: 
Authentic ·Hawaiian Planration-scyle,· 
full kitchens. 2-minute walk to beach/ 
famous 8-milc oceanside walking 
pad1. Relax, rejuvenate, explore. the 
beautiful "Garden Isle K,,u£
earth's paradise! Resort includes 3 
pools/hot spas, picnic/grilling orcas, 
free \X!iFi/p:trkir'lg. n<:tiviry cnnci�rge. 
5 minmcs to church, w::�lking clisrancc 
to resrauranrs/shops/local cnrertain
mcnr/hiking/p:trks/all amenities, :tnd 
only J 5 minutes from Lihue airport. 
View/book online: www.vrbo.com/ 

862188 (Queen lx:d), www.vrbo. 
com/rooms/862194 (King bed), 
www.vrbo.com/862193 (2 tloublc 
beds). Lyle/Vivian: thegoodlife@ 
linldo(ln.c.'; 888/301·3338. (6!17) 

Maui Vacation Condo: relaxing 
and affordable. Only a 3-min. walk 
to the beach! I ·bdrm w /king bed. 
Clean, cnmli>rmble, well-mainwincd. 
Sleeps 4. Fully htrnished kitchen, 
wa.<hcr/dryer, ancl more! Fru parking, 
Wi-Fi, and calls to Can:�da/U.S.! 
Friendly Kihei SDA church ncorhy. 
Visit us at Mvw.vrbo.com/62799. 
E.anail: nl:\Uivista 1 12S@gmail.co•'l'l 
or call Mark 909/800-9841 (USA). 
(1117) 

Remnant Publications has 
the perfect study Bible that 
will enhance personal devotions for 
both adults and child.J·en. We can 
also provide you with sh:tring bonks. 
pocketbooks, and DVDs to help you 
reach your cummuniry wirh rhc 
gospel. Visit your ABC, or www. 
rcmnanrpublicariuns.com or call 
800/423-1319 fur a free catal og. 
(8/17) 

Authors of c(lokhooks. health 
books, children's chapter and picture 
books, call 81l0/367· 1844 for your 

Jiu evaluation. We publish aU book 
fonnaL.;, distl'ihurc m over 39.000 
bookstores in 220 countries. Find 
our new rides at your local A i'!C or 
www.TEACHServiccs.com-uud 
SDA books al www.LNFBooks.com. 
(2117) 

Vegan Friendly-TruHealth· 
Fat-Loss-System. fxrremelv 
effecrivc, hcalrh-huilcling, hn�c/lean 
mass/energy improving. 3-producr 
sysrcm includes (I)  good·ra"ing 
pea/rice bran protein shake, (2) 
TruShape c•psule rlur convens body 
far inro <nergy. (3) delicious Trul'urc 
ceU-cleanse dailv drink. www.first 
cimt{'vcr.ca Vi vim rhcgoodlif�: @lit� 
tleloon.ca 888.30 1.3338 ( 6/17) 

GEORGE'S TREE will teach you how to benefit from Canadian 
tax deductible policies when you make your current charitable 

donations, as well as charitable bequests in your Will. A financial 

specialist in Planned G1ving. author Alatn Levesque uses an easy
to-read story format to demystify many preconceived notions. 

This special edition includes examples for Planned Gifts to 

Canadian Adventist charitable organiZations. 



HopeChannel 
Now available on 

these cable stations: 
Eastlink, Delta, Coastal, 

and CityWest 

� CityWest 

""*"' O!J&&N "3ABN &! � "3AIIN t. � _Q_ 
� ... 

High Definition and DVR 
Connect to any TV • Record your favorite shows • IPTV Ready* 

· You musl have inlemel al home lo wal<h non-satellile <hannels 

Please ask us about 

INTERNET Channels 

Watch Available IPTV 

Channels via Internet 

Complete satellite system $299CAN 
No Monthly Fees 

No Subscriptions 

Includes 36in Dish 

FREE Install Kit 

Plus shipping 

Two Room 
System $449 
Plus shipping 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

REACH Canada 
(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.) 

We need your help to reach more orphaned 
children around the world, and give them the 
help they so desperately need. 

Your Support Helps Provide Orphans With ... 
• Home and Family • Education and Guidance 
• Food and Clothing • Security and Protection 

TO DONATE, CAll: 905.925.1628 
TO SPONSOR A CHILD, CAll: 301.879.4939 

Sponsor a Child Today! 
0 Yes! I will sponsor a child for $25 per month 

_ Boy _Girl _ No Preference 

0 I do not wish to sponsor a child, but I would 
like to make a donation of$ to the 
_Joy Fund _G reatest Need _Other 

Name __________________________ __ 

Street ----------------------------
City _______ prov. ___ pc __ 

Phone Email ____________ _ 

• REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E. Whitby, 
,......_ ON LlN 9G3, Canada • Phone: 905.925.1628 1 ... 1 Canada Tax Exempt 1189503 4189 RROOl � www.reach.org • mfo@reachcanada.org 
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from the editor 
Our fam i ly i n  Africa 

February 2017 IJj 

UGANDA IS REFERRED TO AS THE PEARL OF AFRICA. It wa!' once 
led by ldi Am in Dada, who became known as rhe "Burcher of Uganda" 
for his brutal, despotic rule as president of Uganda in the 1970s. Now this 
landlocked Ea�r African country has experienced consistent economic 
growrh and is derermined ro unfold wirh a srrong economic base. 

However, 37.8 percent of Uganda's population Still lives on less than 
US$1 .25 a day. 1 

This beamifi.1l country has been home for so many Canadian Adventisrs 
in service over the years. In the pa�t few months another Canadian family 
was added ro char lisr. Charles Ed 11 Aguilar, pasror and former commtmication 
direc[Qr for rhe British Columbia Conference, is now rhe ADRA Uganda 
country director. 

Charles's fami ly ranks high wirh me as a family rhar makes a significanr 
difference. 

Charles; his wife, Berry; and rheir rhree children, Jewel ( 1 S), Jade ( 1 1  ), 
and Onyx (9) have packed their bags to move 13  rime zones away ro a 
continent they have never �teppcd foot on before. They were pn.:pared to 
rasre food rhey have never earen before, supervise a huge staff rhey have never 
met, drive on the side of the road they have never driven on, speak with people 
through translators with languages they have never he,trd of-all because 
they maintain an active pathway of communication with a God we all know. 

What about their children's education? The good m:ws is that they will �till 
be srudems of rhe Canadian Advemisr school sysrem. Thanks to the lnrerner, 
Jewd,Jadc, and Onyx will study with West Coast Aclventi.';t School (WCA$),2 
part of the education department of the British Colwnbia Conference. 

For rhe nexr few monrhs we are going to be following rhe Aguilars closely 
as they send us their monthly reports. Thanks to social media. we can get 
continual updates about cl1e work ADRA Uganda is doing. 

Our family in Uganda ha!' hit the: ground running-already in charge: of 
the well-being of thousands ofSourh Sudanese refuges, and so much more. 
Check om page 16 of this issue for the firsr report. • 

sr 
Stan Jensen, editor 

Canadian Adventist Messenger 

PS: Interested in helping out in the refugee camps or other places as needed for 2 to 3 weeks 
in Uganda? If you have not yet been to the Pear/of Africa, or are wanting to return, this 
is your chance. Cant act me at jensen.stan@adventist.ca if you have an interest. 

'For more on Uganda. visit goo.gi/Gefocz. 
'www.wcasdl.ca 





Fi nd you r  place i n  God 's field Apri l 13-16,  20 1 7  

Are you i nterested in sharing Christ? Come be part 

of our lay tra i n i ng event! You won't want to m iss the 

personal  stories of successful lay Evangel ists ! 

Registration fees will be on a donation basis! 
Space is Limited, please sign up early! 
All meals provided. 

/JJ A::��d�� FACTS 
'fM I N  I STRI E S  

SPEAKERS 
Chef lain - From a chef, 
hear the Incredible Divine 
Appointments he has with 
Muslims! 

Kevin Faryna - Alberta 
AFCOE Instructor 

Herb Larsen Jr. - From 
Street People to Billionaires 
(reaching the unchurched)! 

Bill Bosse' - Idaho to East 
Africa - The Printed Page 
"what God has done"! 

Jim Osborne - BC Glow 
Tracts Experiences! 

Moses Schrock - Help for 
the Homeless! 

Rudy Harnisch - BC V.P. 
Amazing Facts Ministries 
Canada. 


