——
el Si'?ﬁ"ﬁlefarfnel:'
49  /ngelin Plain Clot

e

PM40069337

-~




Clean water brings joy and opportunity. The gift of water prevents disease, allows children
to attend school, and helps to provide better nutrition for families.

Visit ww iftofwater to find out more.

@ADRA* Canada

20 Robert St. W. Newcastle, ON L1B 1C6 | 1-888-274-2372 | www.adra.ca




heart to heart

che must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day; night
is coming, when no one can work.
As long as | am in the world, | am
the light of the world.))
—John 94, 5, ESV

With Jesus

ave you ever wished you could have Jesus with you—cven just
|4 for a day—before He retucns for good? What would thar be like?

1€ you had Jesus with you for a day, where would you rake Him?
What do you suppose He would want to do while you were together?

Once, while eravelling, Jesus saw a fellow who had been blind his
wholc life. The disciples thought theyd get some theology out of the
encounter, but Jesus didn’t bite. Instead, He spoke of the urgency ro do
the work of God while itwas still pussih]c.

What did Jesus consider to be the work of God? Healing the blind,
caring for the lame, listening ro the one who couldn’t speak clearly.
Thcsc were J“ things HL' knc\v werce thc \V(]rk ()F G()d. And \tht N &
God apart from us is that through His intervening power, He could
just walk up ro someone and heal him or her, then and there.

Maybc if I had Jesus for 24 hours, we'd just go around and heal
people. I chink He'd like thar, and can you imagine whar that would be
like? l\lleybc hita cuuplc ufhuspita]s tn rhcm()rningand then stop by
some homes where you know that Jesus would make a big ditterence?

Really soon, Jesus is going to heal on a scale thac’s unfathomable,
but until then you and I can bringa little of the light of Jesus into the
wortld. How, youask? By caring for those whom Jesus would heal if we
had Him fora day.

And that, my friend, is why every year, in Adventist churches across
Canada, we rake an offering in April so we can minister to chose around
us who arce blind. That’s why we do Camps for the Blind. Thars why the
Ontario Conference recendy launched a church for rhe blind in che
GrCatCr 1-()“)":() Arca.

Please don't forget the Offering for the Blind, and please take time
to serve those whom fesus would heal if you had Him for a day before
Hc comes again. &

Mark Johnsonis president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
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Misesione®ary: Someone who leaves their family
for a short time so others can be with theirs for eternity.

missionary

this summer

WHEN:  This Summer (1012 Weeks)
who: [ Youth; Ages 16

® Missionary service in Canada | ® Experience praying for people and sharing literature about Jesus

= A team-setting environment = Food, accommodation & transportation is provided
E E ® Additional scholarships for students attending
—e - Canadian Adventist schools

For more information, please contact us to receive a program handbook.

[u] : CanadaYouthChallenge.com + (905) 576-6631
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WHEN MOST OF US THINK OF THE WORD WASHM,
we think of theact ()F\V:lshing. Ofmnking things clean l))' uxing
water and soap to remove dirt.

When the Adventist Bevelopment and Reliet Agency (ABRA)
uscs the term WASH, we are speaking of Watcr, Sanitation, and
Hygiene. WASH is a serious public health concern in countries
d]I aver t}'l(: W”r}d. l.:lck ()Fclcan water and pr()pCr Sani[a[i(]n,
as well as the neglect of hygiene causes preventable illness and
evendeach. Withour access ro WASH, families can remain
locked in poverty.

In Cambodia, ADRA has been working for several years
r()bring the benefits of WASH to communitices ]iving in hard-
to-rcach arcas.

The name Siem Reap conjures visions of the awe-inspiring
rcmplc cump]cx qungor Wat, Buddhist monks in brilliant
orange robes, and the bustling night market.

Srib and her family, however, live far from che rourist-filled
city in a rural farming village. Srib has ncver been to school. Her
husband has a Grade 4 educarion. Supporting their six children
with no income wasa struggh:.

When ADRA began the project in her village, Srib saw an
opportuniry ro creare a berrer life for her family, and she eagerly
joined the group. She learned how to raise chickens and how to
cultivare pumpkins, winter melons, cucumbers, bananas, eggplane,
mangocs, and chilics. The food she grows is just cnough to feed
her family.

Chickens and gardens need warer, so ADRA ensured char a
well was installed at Srib’s home. Srib no longer had to buy watcr
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or use a neighbour’s well. Her well provided enough warer for

all of Srib’s other houschald needs, such as cuoking, washing,
and cleaning, ABRA also helped to provide a latrine, as rhe
family could nor afford one on their own and were using open
ficlds as their toilet. Srib’s family is now happicr and healthicr.

Ar ADRA we want to maximize our impacr on the commuanities
we W(!l’k With; 30 W source our pr()jcct matcriﬂls f:r()m IOCLLI
suppliers whenever possible.

Sarin and his wife, Sophoan, are the proud owners of a larrine
and well-making business that also supplics water filters. They
opened their business over six years ago. When rhey opened
the business, not cveryone in the communities understood the
importance of WASH, but ADRA’s awareness-raising sessions
have changed the villagers’ mindser. Sarin says char the ADRA
projuct has increased their business by 70 to 80 percent. They
have hired another three workers and now have six full-rime
staff. They install the wells and latrines from pares that are
manufactured at their warehouse. Sarin enjoys visiting with his
customers because everyone is happy when he arrives to install
awcll oralatrine. Alchough Sarin and Sophoan arc not dircet
beneficiaries of the project, as partners their lives, too, have
Ch:lngcd ‘:(lr [hc hc[tcr.

Your generous support of ADRA’s work is making a real

difference to real families in real communirties in @

Sharmilta Reid is the supporter Al )‘RA
relations director for ADRA Canada. (anada

CZlm b()diﬂ erld nr(mnd [hC \VOI’]L]. n




president’s

perspective

@BlIlN g the same things harder or more is
et going to accomplish what is needed”

SPECIALNESS, URGENCY, RELATIONSHIPS,
AND EXPECTANCY (SURE)

b Specialness—Wc are Chosen: God has nlrcndy

chosen us as His spectal people. We have a God-

he Miniscerial Associacion of the General
C(lnF‘:rCnCC ()‘.chcnrh‘day Advcntis[s
published a documentas part of their 2010
Annual Council, on Ocr. 11, 2010. The
document is titled “God's Promised Gife” Here ate

: ! sized mission and vision we can accomplish chrough
the introducrory paragraphs, under the first section

Hi.\‘ p()WCr. \VL arc a C:l“C(.l-()u[ movement brnught

heading, “An Urgent App‘:nl for Revival, Reformation,

together for His purposes to do what no one else can

Discipleship, and Evangelism”:

doin our community.

God has uniquely called the Seventh-day Adventist
Church both to live and to preclaim His last-day
message of love and truth to the world (Revelation
14:6-12). The challenge of reaching the more than
6 billion people on planet Earth with His end-time
message seems impossible. The task is overwhelming.
From a human perspective, the rapid fulfiliment of
Christ’s Great Commission anytime soon appears
uniikely (Matthew 28:19, 20).

» Urgency—Ir is the end times: We are in che last
days of carth's history. Jesus is coming soon! There
are souls in our communiry to rescue. Beingactive
disciples is God’s way to reach people. Total member
involvernent is what is needed now.

« Relationships—With God and wich ochers: Firsc
We must bc C()nncc[cd V\'T[h our e F[icnd‘Jcsus. Thcn
we will be ready re develop trusting relationships
within che church and chroughout the community

The church’s growthrate is simply not keeping pace dround g

with the worlds burgeoning popufation. An honest
evaluation of our current evangelistic impact on

the world leads to the conclusion that unless there

is a dramatic change, we wilf not complete heaven’s
assignment in t his generation. In spite of our best efforts,
all our plans, strategies, and resources are incapable
of finishing God's mission for His ¢lory on earth.

. Expectancy~Gnd is cager to pcrf'()rm miracles:
God is all-powerful. God’s will for our conferences,
churches, schools, and institurions is to grow, and
what God wills can happen if we cooperate. W are
tolook for and recognize the miracles of God and
expeet many more miracles as we share the good
news across Canadaand beyond.

Where must this begin? [t must begin with each one
As y()u rc:ld [his, I W()nd(:r if:)’()u arc N[ruck \Vith thc ()‘Aus kn()wing th:lt wearc W(_':.l'\' :lrld hclplcss but th:.l[ wo
serve an all-powerful, all-knowing God. I ucge you to
seek o underseand what it means ro be a true disciple

things we confess to owselves. This admission means
thar if we keep doing whar we are doing, we will keep
gerring the same results weare gerdng, If we, asachurch,  and not just a member of the Seventh-day
continue the current path, we will not finish the mission Adventist Church. It means that you
are SURE (lfynur faithand in whom
you believe. With God, all things are

possible. We can even complete our

God has placcd bef ore us. D()ing the same things harder
or more is not going to accomnplish what is needed. We
must change whae we believe and underscand aboue our
callingand what a disciple knowsin his or her heare mission in Canadathrough His
guidance and strength. Be SURE! ®

I believe that God does want us to finish our work
of sharing the gospel—and soon! So, in order for chis

to happen, we, as achurchand as disciples, need four
things instilled in ourmindsand hearrs.

David Ripley is president ofthe
Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference.

1 Ministerial Association of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, "God's Promised Gift,"

October 11, 2010, htip://cdn.ministerialassociation.org/docs/Annual-Council-2018-Gods-promised -¢ift pdf. March 2017 7




How come new Christians seem so much more authentic
than Christians who have been members for years?

Good thing you said“seem”instead of “are,” because perceptions
are quite tricky.

Seasoned Christians are not necessarily less authentic than their
newly converted friends. They are at a different stage in their
relationship with God; thats all. Is an elderly couple {ess committed
because they sit quietly on a park bench instead of chasing after
each other, running on the grass?

The church needs people in all stages of life, even Christian life. New
Christians provide vitality, energy. They try new ways of doing things;
they are not afraid to explore.“Middle age” Christians bring strength
and know-how.They will support the new adventurers. Seasoned
Christians bring maturity to the table. They've been there for a long
time and are an endless supply of wisdom.

I'll leave you with this illustration: New converts are the long
branches of a tree that aim to reach the sky. Middle-age Christians
are the strong and thick trunk that support those branches. And the
seasoned Christians are the roots that reach deep into the ground.
When you combine the three, you'll end up with a majestic tree full of
life that houses birds and provides refuge for countless creatures. m

Do you have a question for Pastor Josué S&nchez? Emall it to messenger@®adventist.ca.



To be agood hunter, abarn owl
only has to believe what its ears tell
itaboutits prey and then acton
that information without delay. The
Reformers taught thatanyonewho
has faith and believes in Jesus will
be saved (sofa fide).

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.—Romans 10:17, NKJV

Barn owlsrely on their amazing hearing ability
tofind food. They have to be able to locate mice
moving about in the grass in order to hunt them.
Although you can't see an owl'sears because they're
hidden by feathers, they're very keenly tuned hearing
instruments. But hearing well, for a barn owl, doesn't
begin with the ears. The barn owl’s excellent hearing
relies on the amazing design features God used to
make the owl's faceand head.

A barn owl’s face is divided down the middle
by aridge of feathers that splits the faceinto two
sound-collecting dishes. Sound waves collected in
these facial dishes are directed by the feathers toward
theears.The left ear, which points downward, is
located higher on the ow!’s face than the right ear,
which tilts upward. This remarkable design makes
it possible for a flying owl toinstantlypinpoint the
exact location of a mouse on the ground below it.

Praythat God will increase
your faith and help you to
always and quickly obey His
Word.Then, when you hear
the word of God, believe it,
and act on it immediately
while the tmpression is still
strong on your heart.

Tammie Burak and her family enjoy studying
and learning from God's creation. You can
centact her at tammie.burak@gmail.com.
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Honouring a life of service through “the little things”

This Littl

Ron Sydenham
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e Light of Mine -

Ron and Nicofe Sydenham have made a fasting impact on 8urman
University in countless ways. Growing up, ! always looked forward to Pastor
Ron’s sermons, loving the moments when he would make a joke to Nicole in
the audience, and the two of them would share a faugh with the congregation.
But it's not just the humour and cheerfulness these two so easily radiate that
has affected the Hilltop. An entire book could be written about the journey
that they are sharing, but untit it’s written, we'll share a few highlights.

RON AND NICOLE BOTH GREW UP IN MONTREAL, QUE., were raised in
the Cacholic Church,and joined the Sevench-day Advencise Church in che
summcr of 1979. Just a few months after their baptism, Ron fele the call wo bea
pastor. The two of them packed up and moved to study on our very own campus
in Lacombe, Alea. After grnduating in 1983, thcy ncccptcd acall to the chbum—
Estevan District in Saskatchewan. From there, they moved to Andrews
University, where Pastor Ron enrolled in the Master of.Divinity Program.

Now, it is important to note that according to Pastor Ron, ministry is
a “ream approach,” While he was actending Andrews, Nicole was selling
Tuppcrwnrc and supporting their fnmily of six. When Ron graduated from
the program, their family moved back to the Manitoba-Saskatchewan
Conference o pastor in the Rosthern, Prince Alberr, and Shellbrook District
until 1988, when he was ordained. That same year they accepted a call to the
Quebec Conference. In 1992 they transferred to the Henderson Highway
Church in Winnipeg. In 1998, 15 years after he graduared from CUC, they
made their way back to Lacombc, accepting the call to pastor the College
Heights Church and blessing us with over 18 years of friendship, mentorship,
:lrld ](]\'C.

Pastor Ron would sum up the theme of their ministry as the importance
of “the lictle things." He rells the story abour the power of seemingly small
gestures based on an exchange he had in alounge of the Sale Lake City Airport
ona Sunday. As Pasrer Ron was waiting for his plane, a man walked up tohim
and said, “Aren’t you Pastor Ron from College Heighes Church?” Surprised,
he said yes, and the man, who turned out to be a pastor from British Colurnbia,
expressed his appreciation for abook Pastor Ron had recommended in a
previous sermon. At that moment, Pastor Ron realized just how powerful
the litcle things are and just how much potenrial College Heights had, and
still has, o pusitivcly affeet the worldwide cummunity.

The most powerful testimony to the theme of their ministry is the effect
thar “chis lirtle lighr of theirs” has had on the studenes of Burman Universiry.
Ron is often described as “the pastor who encouraged me to stay in the church.”
and he is cherished for his “love and passion in seeing young adults succeed
intheirown unique ways."

Rea-Anna Walters, a current Burman student, recalls: “When Pastor
Ron came down from the pulpit, he never hesitated to engage in personal
C()nvcrsa[i()ns Wi[h PC()pIC; hC is a P:ls[()r Wh(] CI()SCd thc g:lp bC[WCCn a
leader and a friend”

So, thank you, Pastor Ron and Nicole, for sharing your ministry through
“the Zietle things”; it has touched our lives ina big way. m

Jacqueline McCarty graduated from Burman University in May 2016




"y, ave’s 90® birchday party fell on a hor summer day.
?& Family and fricnds, stuffed with food and cake,
sought our shade as they gathered at che front of che

N f‘amily farm house, an[icipa[ing the coming .\urprisc.
' Bees buzzed in the garden, and a breeze rustled the
b whear felds as they whispered and waired. Dave
stood, a little bewildered, hands in the pockets of his old Levi's,
atoothpick in the corner of his mouth, and his dusty, worn John
Deere cap shading his eyes. From around the back, rhey heard,
“puckita, puckita, puckita ... bang!” A moment later, a rusty, old
tracror chugged around the side of the house—anda huge smile
spread across Dave’s face.

As a surprise, Dave’s grandson had revived one of the old
John Deere tracrors in the yard. The young man invired his
granddad to take the wheel, so Dave climbed up into the metal
sear, engaged the clutch, and drove several laps around the yard,
smiling and waving at his gucsts.

Dave had been a farmerall his life. His father and his father’s
father had rilled the same land thar Dave’s son and grandson now
waork. Dave and his family knew the importance of agriculture
and chehard work ir required.

God has blessed this f.amily‘ W hile Dave considers himsclfa
simple farmer, inworldly terms heisa wealthy man. Like agood
CEQ, Dave surrounded himself wich people knowledgeable in
arcas that he was not. Estate planning for farm owners can be
complex. Dave wanted to be fair. Some of his children are
interested in farming. while others are not—and therein |:1y
the challenge of putting his affairs in order.

Because the farm had been in che family for so long, rhere
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were valuable mineral rights arrached ro the properry and the
gravel onsite fetched a good price. All this had to be considered.
Beyond his family, Davealso wa:xted to leave some of his esrate ro
church affiliates like Burman Uni\'crsity.With the hc]p ufgood
lawyers, accountaats, and individuals at the Alberta Conference
Planned Giving department, Dave was able to creare a legacy
with which he was happy.

Dave wanted to provide Burman University with ongoing
conrributions. Thiscould be done in several ways, but in the
end, Dave chosc a Donor Adviscd Fund (DAF).

A DAF is like secting up a personal charity withour rhe serup
costs and a board of dircetors, or having to write bylaws or apply
for a charitable number. Through third parties, most of this is done
for you. Inirially, the DAF—called “Dave’s Family Foundarion”
—was funded by Dave. He received a donation reccipt for his
lump sum conrriburion, after which the fund paid our a yearly
amount to Burman Univcrsity. To Pruvidc for these annual
payments, the money in the fund is professionally invested.

Anyone can conrribure additional funds to “Dave’s Family
Foundation” and reecive a donation reccipt for cach year they
give. When Dave passes away, his kids will decide where the
an nll:ll pa)’()uts \Vi" g(l.

The day Dave finalized his estate plan, he was as happy as
he was che day of his o birthday parry, when his old eractor
rounded thecorner of his farmhouse whilse his family and
closest friends watched and smiled along with him. m

Rick Wiegel is an investment
advisorin Victoriq 8.C.
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where are they now

Where Are
They Now

Messenger catches up with former leaders of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada. In this issue we talk with Herb Larsen Sr.

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer.

Messenger: Till me about your childbood.

Herb Larsen Sr.t My parents were missionaries in
China, where my father was the publishing director. 1,
along with my two brothers, were born in the Shanghai
Sanitarium and Huspital. My mother wasa rcgistcrt:d
nurse and worked with Dr. Harry Miller. He was founder
of the hospiral and established a srrong medical presence
in China. He was known as the “China Doctor” and was
also the inventor of the soy milk industry. General and
Madame Chiang Kai-shek were regulars of the sanirarium.
Following that, we moved to northern China to
Muckdon. It was in chis ciry that my two brothers and
I "V()'Llld \it in our attiC :lnd I("lk outa d()rmcr \Vin(iu\v
and warch as the Japanese Zeros bombed rhe city below.
Because of the war, we were forced ro move back ro
Shanghai, where we were eventually rescued by the US
marines and shipped to the Philippines and evenrually
to the United Stares.

M: What brought you to Canada?

H: Shorrly afrer marrying my high school sweethearr,
Lorrainc Schncider, I was drafted into the army and
served as a medic during the Korean War. After serving
my term, [ was discharged from the Fore Lewis army
base in Tacoma, Wash. Lorraine’s father, a piano tuner
and music business owner, and her mocher made the
radical decision to move from Wisconsin to British
Columbia. We decided ro join chem in their move in
Herb and Losraine Larsen the fall of 1955, seeiling in Prince George.

At that point in Canada's history, the immigration

process involved simply showing up at the border, filling
out som¢ papcrwork, goingto the old Abbotsford hospital
for chest X-rays, and the next day we became Canadian
l.anded Immigrnnts. My brother-in-law, Arnie, and |

formed and operated the Schneider & Lacsen Construction

12 March 2017 %4



Co.outof Prince chrgc in the summertime and Southern
California, LomaLinda, and Los Angeles areas during
the winrer.

M: What brought yeu te CUC e study theology?

H: Whilewe lived in Prince George, an evangelist
named John Holstein came ro conduct meetings and
askedifI would join himin running the mectings. During
rhis time of my life, [ had been feeling the tug to give my
life to God and enter the ministry. Pastor Holstein strongly
cncouraged me to go to Canadian Union College and
study for the ministry. Shorely after thar, 1 gave in to God's
ca”ing, and we, nl()ng with our three active b()ys, Herb
Jr. Don, and Greg, moved ro Lacombe.

After four years of poverty and struggle, [ graduated
with a bachclor’s degree in theology on May 31, 1964. On
the very day 1 graduared, we received a call from Phillip
N(()()rch‘ [hcn Prcxidcn[ ()f‘ [hc Albcr[:l C(lnf:(_‘l'cncl_‘. to
join the pastoral team. But before we began serving, the
conference chose to send us to Andrews Universiry, where

I graduated with a Master of Arts on May 29, 1966.

M: Where and in what positions have you served the church?

H: W bcgnn our p:n\'turn] durtics ay a districe pastor for
the Stetdler, Sedgwick, Loyalist, and Hanna churches.
Pasroring those four churchesand their wonderful
members temains a highlight in my life undl today. In
1968 we were invited w join the Alberta Conference
office as 1.:1)7 Activitics, Sabbath School, and Communi-
cation Department Director. Thus began alongand
excitingrelationship with Tony Kaytor, who became a
kindred spirit for church visioningand assct development
as we undertook many church-related building projects
tobroaden the work of the conference.

My next assignment was as the lay activities director
for the Washingron Conference. After two years Elder
Kﬂyt()r, tl‘lcn Prcsid(;n[ ()‘A thc BC C()nf‘AL'rchC, C:l“(.‘d
us to join Lie team as conference secretary. In 1981
we received a call to serve as president of the Alberta
Conference. Upon acceptance, [, along with the excellent
leadership of John Howard, searred the Adventist
Dcvclupmcnt and RclicfAAgcncy (ADRA) Alberea,
which later moved to the Seventh-day Adventist Chucch
in Canada{SDACC) in Oshawaand became ADRA
Canada. Evangelism remained my passion while serving
in Alberta, with the desire ro see lost souls find relevance
in_fcsus; that desire wasthe fucl that kcpt mc passionatc
about serving our church. A fter serving as president of
Alberta for seven years, in 1987 we were called toserve
as exceutive scerctary of the Lake Union Conference in
Berrien Springs, Mich., until we rerired in 1999.

M: s aformer builder tell me about yoror invelvement
17 CONSLYICLLON N YOUY MINISETY.

H: By combining strong vision with aggressive develop-
menr, | felt it a humble privilege to be involved in the

dcvc|()pmcnr ()f‘many projccts, inc]uding the fi)]lu\ving:
in Alberta, the Sherwood Park Nursing Home in
Edmonton as well as Foorhills Camp; in Yellowknife,
N.W.T,, the chutch and gymnasium, a project made
possible by a group of many of my pilo friends called
Maranatha Fligh[x International; at the BC Conf erence,
1 assisted in the building of the Whitehorse, YT., church
and in the building of a beauriful church and medical
officc in Prince Rupere, B.C. With the great financial
supporr, volunteer labour, and trades support of our BC
C()anL‘rL‘nCC Ch H’CI‘I m(_'mbcr,‘i, thc bCau[ifﬂl C:lrnp H(lpc
was constructed. These are some of the projects God
chose to use my experience as a contractor/builder.

M: What brou gb! you the greates joy in your ministry?

H: The privilege I have had to serve my church in
whatever capacity God chose to use me was simply the
mosr fulfillingexperience I could have ever used my life
fOr. I \V()u]d h:lv(_' T S:ly [h:l[ pr()b:lbl)’ m)’ grcn[cxtj(])’
and privilege came from being directly involved in
evangelism. 'T'hrough my entire service to rhe church,
it has been my goal to be asoul winner to whomever |
come in contact with. As part of that passion, I made it
ap(lint to conduct at least one pubfic cvnngdisric campnign
per year throughout my entire ministry. To observe,
firsthand, lost souls discovering Jesus was rhe caralysr I
ncededto give me the energy, direction. and vision to
engage in the resr of the intetnal church work. These
cvangcli.\‘tic Campnigns also gave me the (JPP(thllnit)'

to appreciate and associate with the pastors and to gain
perspecrive in what thcy were experiencing in their

cvcrydny ministry.

M: 1ol me abeut your family.

H: [wasso blessed o have such a wonderful wife as
Lorraine. She was extremely ralented in music, art, and
every avenue ufcrcntivity. She tirc[cssly laboured beside
me, mostof the time without pay,since she believed in
the calling. We had three sons. Herb Jr. and Tammy have
two adult sons. Ashley and Spencer: Don and Laura
have two married daughters, Taylor and Camille; and
Greg hasason, Shane, and a daughter, Serena.

M: Where are you new?

H: AF[LT GOyCarS ()"Am:lrri:lg(_‘. I I()s[ m)‘ l)(.'l()VL'd I<()rrninc
to cancer on Sept. 4, 2013, and have since continued our
retitement rourine of dividing my time between living
in our Descrt Hot Springs, Calif., residence during the
winter months, returning to our permanent home in
Abb(l[}.“"()rd ‘:(lr a C(luplc (l‘:spring[imc m()n[hs l)cf(ll’c
heading off to our cabin on Francois Lake, B.C., for the
summer monrhs. 1 chen come home o Abbotsford for
the fall to be near my children and grnndchi]drcn. As
opportunities come, { still pteach and give Bible studies.
lattempr to sray physically active with daily walks plus

golfing ncarly cvery day in Desert Hot Springs. ®
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Challenges and rewards mark eight-month

Bolivia

o] -

Cedilta, one ofthe young mothers atthe orphanage, and student missionary Mikelte Wile plant

lettuce in the garden located in front of Foundacdié
month-old baby on herback.

igh in the foothills of Bolivia’s Andean Mountains, two

young volunteers livedan advenrure helping children.

Mikelle Wile of Yellowknife, NW.T, and Joshua Bradburn
of Tillamook, Ore., friends from Lacombe’s Burman Universicy,
volunteered ar orphanages in this South American country from
Scptember 2015 to May 2016.

Atter doing cheir own fundraising, rhe pair received logistical
support through A Beteer World Canada (ABW ) and Burman
University so their plans would run smoothly. There were challenges
ar the ourset—from having o rake on ditterent responsibilities
once they arrived to disciplining appropriatcly and trying to
communicare in Spanish.

[nx[c:ld ()f.t(_‘aching English, h()[h nNSumCd a gl’(.‘:ltcr parcn[:ll
role. Wile became a “house parent” to six girls and two boys at
FFoundacién El Sauce, focated near a tiny villagc and three hours
tfrom the city of Santa Cruz. Bradburn found himsclf cooking,
gardening, and looking after other duries ro help house pareurs
at thc ()rphanﬂgc \VhCrC hC Stﬂycd.

Wile learned most of Foundacién El Sauce’s children had either
been abandoned or raken by government aurhoriries because of
neglect. Some were very young mothers who had become pregnant
as a result of incest. “The hardest thing was that 1 wanted ro give
so much to the kids, and T saw that thcy had a great need,” said
Wile, 21. *They had gone through a lot of trauna. You were
wondering if you were helping them enough.”

Wilce tnught hyrnnx and "silly sungs" to lift the childrens spirirs.
The volunteers took the 26 children on a short vacation ro east
Rolivia. Wile said she experienced loneliness after fellow Burman
University student Kaylic Copcland returned to Canada after
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El Sarce orphanage. Wile has Cedlia’s two-

A Better
Worldcanada

Joshua Bradburn gotto know Emanuel, who was orphaned at a young
age. Emanuel, now nine, and five other orphaned boys came with
Bradbum toFoundaciéntl Sauee after their orphanage shut down.

owo months. Wiles faith in God grew; she was impressed to call
on Him with any concerns she had.

T}“II'CC Gcrmﬂn women came to \’()lunt(_‘cr‘ :lrld SO did Bl':ldbum,
who broughc along six boys after the orphanage where he stayed
had closed because of financial difficulties. While at boch
orphanages, Bradburn typically got up at 5:30 a.m. for somc
quiet time and then worked until abour 11 p.m.

“There is so much need in the world, and ifthose (Jpp()ltunitics
could be presented to yourh, I think theyd be more willing to
step up and ger involved,” said Bradburn, 21. Hesaid Burman
Univessity leaders were proud tosend them as student missionarics
so they could live our cheir faith through acrive service. The
biology student said this is the way he wans to live his life now
and in his future career.

Wile also discovered her passion. The Andrews Universicy
studert is now taking social work instcad of cducation. “When
we were in Bolivia, we really felt we were doing something really
Purp()SL'fUI," Shc x:lid. A Bcttcr W(!r‘ld CanadﬂCnC()urang )’(lu[h
participation so they will become lifelong humanitarians.

“We are developing these volunteers and giving them oppor-
tunitics to understand the world and givingthem hands-on
experiences abour poverty, lack of clean water, and so on,” said
ABW co-founder Eric Rajah.

A Better World helps individuals with disabilities who
have no homes or families ro go ro. Various projects, including
agricultural ones, are helping this groupin Bolivia. m

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is a freelance writer for newspapers.

> > Tosuppe:t this pregram, piease contact erajah@abwcanada.ca. < <



Communicating

Stewardship to Seekers

for rczuching the community. Approxi-

| recently visited a church thar is known

marely 30 percent of their weekly
a[tcndamc iS C()mp(lst ()f SCL‘k(_‘rS. SCL"\’(_‘I'S
are people who don't identify as Christians
but would likely self-identif y as curious
and in scarch of the values taughe by Jesus.
During the offering call, it was announced,
“If‘y()u are visiting for the first time, plcn.\‘c
feel free to let the otfering basket pass by
you.” On another occasion, during rhe
offrtory, it was mentioned, “If you arc
visiting and wondering why rhe offering
is bcing taken, this has nul:l‘ling todo
with you. This is a responsibility of our
members.”

My hcartsunk as I witnessed this
“free pass” being explained from the pulpit.
] was Saddcncd bccausc I was thc onc
responssible. I had taught chis chuech, about
15 years ago, o lower the expecrations of
giving tithcs and ()m.‘ring for visitors. The
research at chat time, and still today,
suggested tharseekers teel like the church
is after cheir moncy. Tclc-cvangclists and
cutrent pop culeure has porerayed preachers
as moncy-hungry religious charlatans.

As aresult, seeker-sensitive churches have
downplayed the offering so as not to make
seckers feel uncomf ortable.

Over the years, however, my opinion
on this mattcer hns Chﬂngcd prncticnll)’ :lnd
theologically. Giving is an act of worship.
Think abour all of the examples in the
Bible depicting and describing worship. In
almost every account, the act of offering
isan iutcgrnl part ()F\V(lrship. Can you
imagine if we were to discontinue holding

the morning prayer on Sabbath morning?
Justas prayer is an essential clement of
worship, 50, too, isgiving. Here are some
practica] \V:lys to C()nVL'y thc imp(lr[nncc
of tithes and offerings while remaining
seeker sensirve.

Reframe Worship as Evangelism

}_:.Vt:n th()ugh :1" Crcﬂti(ln was dcsigncd o
worship God, the act of sin has denigrated
in our narural inclinarion rohonour God.
Ev:ry clement in wurshir), inc]uding
giving, isan opportunity for theseeker
to observe, learn, and parricipare. Just as
asccker leamns to pray by obscrvation, so,
too, must they learn ro give,

Use Consistent Spiritual
Language toFrameGiving

There has been a movement coward
using secular words like dosations and
nonpro fi to help the seeker learn how
the church opcrates While chis can be
helpful to the unchurched, | would
recommend ad()pring |:1ngungc thartis
both understandable while simultaneously
tcaching stewardship. Instead of‘saying,
“Thank you for donating to the church
fund.” say, “Thank you for giving back to
G()d thr()ugh y(".lr ‘:in:lnCCS." Instcad ()f
saying, “Feel free to let the offering plate
pass you by,” say, “One of waysyou can
participatc in worship today is by giving

tinancially to our mission of reaching our
community.”

Keep the Offering Appeal
and Process Under 90 Seconds

It is true thar seekers are wary of financial
giving: they arcespecially uncomfortable
with how long che offering appeal can last.
Keep the appcn] to under 30 seconds. Maost
people have a church bulletin to inform
them when the offering is going o rake
placc_ This is not the time tell a cute,
huinorous story. Rather, chis is a vital
time to convey the mission of the church.
Consider havinga good news report
shared while the offering is being raken
up 1))' a pcrs()n \Vh(]sc Iifc haﬁ l)L'L'n Ch’.l.l'lgcd
because of the ministry of your local
church. m

Kurnar Dixit is the WGTS 91.9 chaplain.
You can receive his weekly devotional
at OneMinuteDevotional.com.
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aguilars

in_uganda

Jewel and one of her five chameleons.

hen my parents reccived the
ofFicial “call sheet” from the
General Conterence, my mind

rapidly flew through images of me living
in Africa—pumping waser, owning animals,
8L'rrin8 a nices tan, and ]’n‘lpfng as much as
I could with the Advenrist Development
and Relief Agency (ADRA). However,
the transition from Canada to Uganda
wasn't easy, especially for a 15-year-old,
Had we madc this transition without
any help, I can tell you honestly that I
would have persuaded my parentsrosend
m¢ back to beautif ul British Columbia.
Lwas terribly missing my friends and
my nmazing Sch(](ll. ] I(]VC V:lnL'OlIVcr
because it is such a multicultural city.
In Ugandan markers, | sometimes hear
children pointing at us or calling us
“Mzungus” (which means “foreigner”
or “white skinned”} or “China man™
I fcle different and out of place.
I thoughe my homesickness would
fade away with rime. I was mistaken.
I began to miss my friends so badly. I
wanred to rell them abour my experiences
in Uganda, but I was hesitant to appear
annoying or necdy, The rransition and
move made meintroverted; T smrred hiding
my real feelings:uid having woubling mood
swings. It wasat chislow poinr when God
sent us to the GC Institute of World
Mission (IWM) in ChianngMai, Thaitand!
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Lefttoright: Jawal Aguilar, Gina and Carla Moroni, and Karan Glassford in Chiang Mai, Thaitand.

At IWM, I kearncd how to cffeenively
dealwith che challenges of adapting to
new siruations, working in new culeures,
and cross-cultural training. IWM taught
us Missionary Kids (MKs) about our
crugial part in the mission ficld and how
we fit in the culture we are called to serve.

IWM also helped me realize that
all the emotionsI experienced were
completely normal! My troubling mood
ywings were the “transition phasc" in the
life of a missionary. In the Teens Class,
our ceacher, Mrs. Glassford, raughe us
about the Transition Bridge and identified
three phases:

The tirst phasc is Home (friends and
identity): I'm at home (and comfortable)
and secure. The second phase is Gaodb yes
(pncking for the mission ficld and unknown
expectations). In thisphase ] had tosaymy
goodbyes ro my friendsand experienced
much insccurity, confusion, unccrtainty,
and juse pure sadness. I encered the second
Ph:lsc \Vhl_'n we :lrrivcd in Ug:lnd:l on
October 21 and remained stuck there
for three monchs. The third phase is
New Home (obscrving, asking questions,
learning the new language). In chis phase,
l Sh()u]d startto Sct[](: in :lnd gL‘t C()mf‘()r['
able with the enviroiunent and culture.
This is where | can say. “This is my »zew
home. I belong here, and 1 have fricnds
here”

T wasso relieved to know that I wasn't
the only one going through these troubling
mood swings! All MKs and TCKs
(Third-Culture Kids) cxperience the
same thing! Why? Because we were all
stuck in the second pl’mst:!

IWM was such a God-given blessing.
I was ar my lowest when I left for Chiang
Mai. But God sent me two fun-loving
MK friends, Ginaand Carla Moroni
(missi()narics to N(cxicu), who lifted my
heart and made me laugh for the first
time in five monchs! | WM was such an
amazing cxpericnce. [ felt understood.
felt special. [ felt empowered to do more
ﬂ)l’}csuh‘. I f‘clt ﬂmrmcd; l am p:ll't (]f
God’s work in Africa. I’dlike to thank
the General Conference for offering che
IWM to missionary kids around the world.

After three weekswith the [WM, [
am now back in Uganda with my family.
My dad just went up north to the refugec
sertlemenrs where ADRA is working, my
mom isina planning session with the
Uganda Union Health Department, and
I am wich niy two younger siblings. rying
to catch some grasshoppers to feed our
tive chameleons.

I C:ln‘t \V:lit Lo sce \Vh:lt G()d llas

prepated f or me to accomplish in Uganda.

Mukama Mulungi (God is Good)! m

Jewel Aguilar is the eldest child
of Charles and Betty Aguilar.



omconc once said to me that if the Bible is the Word of God, then itis
an expression of the mind of God. Theref ore, theideas and concepes are
from an infinite mind, and thus, the Bible is inexhaustible—in other
words, we can never reach apoinr of exhaustively knowing the thoughts that
God had when He inspired che writers.

A fascinating subject in the Bible is prayer. Jesus Himself even gave a model
prayer to study and follow. What is the purpose of prayer, really? A classic
detinition is found in the book Ste]).r w Christ: "Praycr is the upcninguf.thc
heart to God as to a friend. Not thatir is necessary in order ro make known to
God whar weare, bur in order to enable us to receive Him. Prayer does not
bring Goddown to us, but brings us up to Him.”!

I admit 1 had read this statement many times, bur[ had never stopped to
C(lmparc thc contents (l‘:my pr:lycrs \Vi[h thc (]l)jccti\'cs E]]Cn Whitc‘s statcement
expresses. | was impressed by Romans 8:26: “Likcwise the Spiritalso helps our
infirmicies: for we know not wharwe should pray for as we oughe: bur the Spiric
itsclf makcth intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” This
surprised me because | do have plenty of material to pray for.

Wehave plcnty to pray for: our salvation, our familics, our children, our
plans, our finances, our health, our communities, our countries, and many
ocher issues in our lives. Job told his friends that “man char is born of a woman
is of few days and full of trouble” (Job 14:1). We are invited to bring these trials
and tribulations to Jesus, for He says, “Come unro me, all ye char labor and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meck and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden islighr” (Marc. 11:28-30). Paul also affirms rhis
in phi]ippians 4:6: “Be: carcful for nnrhing; burt in cvcrything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving letyour requests be made known unto God.”

Bue when we pray, do we focus on beingbroughrup roreceive God, orare
we merely secking relicf from our troubles? In Matthew 6:33, 34, Jesus makes
checall, “Burseek ye firsr thekingdom of God, andhis righteousness; and all
tI‘IC\\L‘ t}‘ling.\ ~\h:{“ bc add.cd unto )’(!u. T.nkCthCrCR)rC no thought ".()r th(_‘ m()rr(l\v."

There we have it! The temporal needs that occupy the bulk of our prayer
time should not be of major concern ro us. We are still to bringthem ro the Lord,
but these should not be the priority. If we look at the context of Philippians 4,
Paul is really talking abour the work of evangelism (see verses 1-5), and in
John 14:12, Jesus talked about “greater works” that the disciples were to do in
preaching the gospel toevery creature (see Col. 1:23).

Wichthisin mind, we ought ro change our prayer agenda by first pleading
with the Holy Spirit to guidc us on what we vxghi to pray for and. sccondly,
ro focus on evangelism: The gospel must be preached to the whole world as a
\VitnCSS. I.astl)’, we ntcd o stay f"(!(.‘ust:d on and undcl’s!nd th: l'c:il recason f:("'
prayer—which is to be raised to receive God—not just to obtarn relief from
our troubles. m

Nyasha Mukura is t he prayer coordinator
forthe Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference.

'Elten G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 93.
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Part Two of a Two-Part Series

barry_'s
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nt and discomfort with
the views of others is unavoidable
in a free and democratic society.”

British Columbia Court of Appeal Rules
in Favour of Trinity Western University

Last month lintroduced the Nov. 1, 2016, decision of the
British Columbia Court of Appeal that ruled S—0against the
Law Society of Brirish Columbia’s (LSBC) ref usal to accept
Triniry Western Univursi[y’s (TWU)Schoolof Taw. The L.SBC
refused to accredir the school because of TWU’s admissioss
requiremenc that scudents sigh a Community Covenant
Agreement (CCA). The CCA cxpected students to agree not
to engage in sexual activity unless ic was wichin the marriage
rclati()nship of one man and one woman. This month T review

the court’s analysis of the LSBC's impact on religious freedom.

IMPACT ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The Court of Appeal noted that the LSBC’s decision had a
" “on TW U’s right to religious freedom”

“ e o
dCtl‘lantaI impact

and it “is scvere™ Denying accreditation to the TWU School of

Law would mean chat TWU graduates would not be recognized

and TWU’s religious freedom rights as an institution would be
significancly affected, as it could not open the law school.

IMPACT ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION EQUALITY RIGHTS
INEQUALITY OF ACCESS TOLAW SCHOOL

In principk‘, there is diserimination ()f‘I‘GBTQ students in
TWUs CCA. To comply with the CCA, LGBTQ students
would either have to lie in their application to the law school
and sacrifice deeply held aspects of their lives or face disciplinary
action, including expulsion. However, the impact must be
C()nsidcrcd in context :lrld C(mcrctcly. ThCrC was no Cvidcncc

that TWU law school would impede access to law school and

the legal profession for LGBTQ students.

LAW SOCIETY ENDORSEMENT OF THE COVENANT

T}1C court rcjcctcd t}'IC nrgumcnt that t}'IC |:1w S()CiC[)I wuuld l)C
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deemed tohaveendorsed TWU s views if it nppr()vt:d TWU.

“If regulatory approval is to be denied based on the state’s fear of
beingseen ro endorse the beliefs of che insrirurion or individual
sceking a license, permit, or acereditation. no religious faculty of
any kind could be approved. Licensing of religious care facilities
and hospirals would also fall into question.” The court further said:

{185] State neutrality is essential in a secular, pluralistic
society. Canadian society is made up of diverse communities
with disparate beliefs that cannot and need not be reconciled.
While the state must adopt laws on some matters of social
policy with which religious and other communities and
individualsmay disagree {such as enacting legislation recog-
nizing same-sex marriage), it does soin the context of making
room for diverse communities to hold and act on their beliefs.
This approach is evident in the CivilMarriage Act, S.C. 2005,
<. 33 itself, which expressly recognizes that"it is not against
the public interest to hold and publicly express diverse views
en marriage!’

IMPLICATIONS OF THIS CASE
The BC Court of Appeal’s decision is a major breakthrough for

the cause of TWU’s accreditation battle. Two other provincial
courts of appt:a] have ruled in similar situations. In Nova Scotia,
the Court of Appeal ruled against the Nova Scotia Barristers’
Sociery on administrarive law grounds.z 1n Onrario, the Court
of‘/\ppcnl ruled in favour of The law Sncictynf Upper Canada
{LSUC) on the basis that the LSUC only had to consider the
religious freedom rights of TWU and rhar wharever decision it
madc would bc reasonable. The Ontario Court also agreed that
the offensive TWU CCA was evidence of rhat reasonable decision.
However, the BC Court Of./\ppc:ll decision rejected the
Ontario decision and noted that a decision maker must deal
wich the infringement of a Charrter right not on the basis of
feelings. “While there is no doubt that the Covenant’s refusal to
accept LGBTQ expressions of sexuality is deeply off ensive and
hurtful to the LGBTQ community, and we do not in any way
wish to minimize that eftect,” said the Court, “there is no Chaster
or orher legal right ro be free from views thar offend and coneradict
an individual’s strongly held belicf's, absent the kind of hate speech’
described in Wharcotr thar could incite harm against others.”
Further, it said, “Disagrccmcnt and discomfort with the views

of others is unavoidable in a free and democratic society.”

At para. 168.

The BCCA decision means that there have now been 18
judges (six in British Columbia; six in Ontario; six in Nova
Scoria) thae have heard the TWU case. Twelve of those judges
have ruled in TWU's favour. The six who went against TWU
were all in Ontario. This is telling. The Ontario courts have
adopred rhe interpreration of the Chareer thar was publicized
by the law deans in a letter to the Federation. Law dcan Bill
Flanagan’s [ercer stared, “Biscriminarion on the basis of sexual
oricntation is unlawful in Canada and ﬁmdnmcnm“y at odds
with the core values of all Canadian law schools.”* There was
no acknowledgement of rhe necessary religious exemprions
of generally applicable law. This has resulted in what William
Galsron calls “civic totalism.” The law deans were willing ro
hroker no other view of diserimination bur their own. Five
members of the BC judiciary have rejected the eliteview of
constirurional law. That is sobering. Up unril now, the deans
and their faculty have controlled the narrative on TWU. Not
anymore. The BCCA decision can be interprered ro mean chat
the law dean's view has been reviewed and found wanting.

lain T. Benson was prescient in an article® published in
BC’s The Advocate three years agowhen he chided the law
deans stating, “it is wrong in principle to scck to imposc onc’s
views on others under the guise of iberalism’ or ‘equality; both
of which should admit of different :lppruachcs. dcpcnding upon
the context” Otherwise, “without context-sensitive exceptions
to gcncral rules of equality or discriminarion, rcligious difterences
and associational libcrty wou ld not |0ng exist.” The BCCA’s
view parallels Benson’s approach.

The 5-0 holding of BC's highest court is an arriculare and
substantivc ruling on the rcasonablencess of protecting religious
freedom, while, at the same rime, ensuring thac sexual equality
righrs arc protcctcd and 0n|y minim:l"y impnircd_ It stands asa
game changer in thislong TWU saga. The Supreme Coust of
Canada will now have to decide nor only berween rwo distince
treatments of TWU's right ro acereditation bur also between
rwo distinct inrerprerarions of consrirurional law. Given rhe
intelleceual dcpth and sound rc:lsuning of this decision, it will

go along way in TWU's favour at the country’s highestcourt. ®

Barry W. Bussey is director of Legal Afairs at Canadian Council of
Christian Charities. His opinions are his ownanddo not necessarily
reflect those of his employer. He blogs at lawandreligion.org.

2 See’Religious Freedom and the return of Common Sense in Nova Scotia,” On the Case 17, The University of Notre Dame, Australia,

www.nd.edu.au/sydney/schools/law/on-the-case/on-the-case-issue-17

[V N

B/l Flanagan, President of the Canadian Council of Law Deans, tothe Federation of Canadian Law Societies, November 20, 2012.
William Gats ton, “Religion andl the Limits of Liberal Democsacy™ in D. Farrow, ed. Recegnizing Religion ina Seculer Secizty (Montreal: McGill-Queens., 2004), 46, 47.
lainT. Benson, Law Deans, Legal Coercion and the Freedems of Association and Religionin Canada, The Advocate 71:5 (September 2013k 671-675
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1os
vegan

panakepita is one of our favouwrite treats, but as

vegans, how can we enjoy something rhar uses fera

cheese as a key ingredient? The answer is vegan feea,
and once we figured our how to make it (see the February
2017 issuc of the 1ch‘cngcr). the nexe step was to try mnking
our own spanakopita. After a few attempts, we tigured outa
recipe thar was delicious and hard ro distinguish from che
real thing,

This recipe works best with fresh spinach, but two packages

of frozen spinnch may be substituted for the fresh; just thaw
and drain before using. m

Keith and Cheryl Chant, along with their son Ben, enjoy baking,
cooking, and experimenting with flavours and recipes.
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Spanakopita
Squares

INGREDIENTS:

1 Ib of fresh spinach leaves, washed
2 medium onions, diced

2 cloves garlic, minced

2 Thsp (30 ml) dried dill

2-2V2 cups (500-625 ml) vegan feta
salt and pepper, to taste

2 Tbsp (30 ml) balsamic vinegar

1 Thsp (15 ml) lemon juice

2 Thsp (30 ml) olive oil

1 package vegan phyllo sheets
olive oil for brushing (about ¥z cup/125 mi)

INSTRUCTIONS:

* In a large saucepan, heat the two table-
spoons of olive oil, add onion, and sauté
until starting to brown.

= Add garlic and sauté one more minute.

* Add dill and spinach and cook until spinach
is wilted and mixture is mostly dry.

» Add crumbled feta, balsamic vinegar, lemon
juice, salt, and pepper. Cook until heated
through.

* |n a greased 9-by-13-inch glass baking dish,
place a sheet of phyllo, brush with olive
oil, and repeat, using half the phyllo sheets.
Spread spinach and feta mixture over base,
then add remaining layers of phyllo, brushing
each layer with olive oil.

= Using a sharp knife cut into two-inch squares.
Bake at : for 45-50 minutes; should be
golden brown on top.

= Remove from oven and let rest 20-30 minutes
before removing from pan and serving.



voar / on the road

Eagles

he Voice of Adventist Radio {(VOAR) office received a

huge package in the mail aboura year ago. Upon opening
the contents, we discovered a lovely picee ofart work in astyle
nocseen very much chese days: a giant eagle done entirely in
stringnrt. This had c|c:1r|y taken theartist hours and hours to
complete. The kind gift had come all the way from a small town
in Quebec, a gift from a VOAR listener who simply wanted to
bless the station.

Just reccn[ly, afrer hearing VOAR promoting the Discover
Bible School on the air, that same listencr, Rick, called the station
to request a copy. He owns a small tishing lodge in Quebecand
is smirzen by the ourdoors. Rick lives in an area in Kipawa and
pilots a small planc from time to time.

We talked about his work with string art, und Rick conf essed
he simply gives them awayro differenc charities raising money,
or groups that hc'd like to bless. On cold winter cvenings, he will
work away ac his desk, with VOAR keeping him compay for
the night_ When he heard the offer to s.tud)' the Bible, he knew
he had to accept God’s call. “Step one!” he told me.

Rick listens ro VOAR over Bell Satellite TV. Fven chough

he'sliving in a wilderness area, he’s never loncly with VOAR

ministering to him around the clock. Please pray that the Holy
Spirit will impress the cruch on Rick’s heare and char VOAR will
continuc to build rclationships with our listencrs and that 2017
will be a rremendous year of blessing and spiritual growth. ®

Christine Bergen is the secretary/treasurer forthe
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland and Labrador.

ONTHE

ROAD WITH In one word, tell me about Jesus.

Stella Henry: Loving.

Sanigue Smith: Magnificent.

Monique Parver: Miraculous.

B CCk ATTHEBETHEL CHURCH
IN ONTARIO
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Consecratead
to the Lord

Samsara Arboite is a 10-year-old girl
who received a vocal gift early in life.




he was born in New York to two Haitian parents.They chose her name based on twaoiillustrious individuals in

the Bible: the prophet Samuel and Sarah, Abraham’s wife. Just as Samuel and the judge Samson were, Samsara

was consecrated tothe Lord before birth and presented to thetemple afterwards. Her parents wanted to establish

a devotional patternfrom the outsetso that she could have a strong spiritual foundation. Their efforts bore fruit quickly.

Atthe age of two, Samsara started to pray and sing spiritual hymns everywhere in the house. Her father, Samson Arbaite,

started to teach and orient her so that she could sing on various occasions. At the age of four, Samsara performed a

solo for the veryfirsttime in public at the Bethesda Seventh-day Adventist Church in Montreal.

Having passed this vital step in her development, Samsara was ready to receive further instruction. First, her father

gave her piano, singing, and musical notation lessons. Then he had her taking classes with other experts in those specific
disciplines. Thus, Samsara became a singer who glorifies God through her songs. Having acquired voca! abilities, she can

sing various styfes of songs and in different languages. Also, thanks to her strong memory, she can learn and master

songs very quickly.

That being said, her greatest quality is not in her amazing artistic talent, but in her noble character. When she was

only eight, she approached her parents and presented her fourfold vision to use her giftfor God: to aid children living
in developing countries; to support other children who possess a vocal gift, through bursaries for their vocal or musical

instrumentlessons; to launch a Gospel album; and to build or acquire Seventh-day Adventist churchesin Quebec and

other parts of the world with the funds from various concerts. Despite her busy schedule, she has happily accepted to

take a moment to answer a few questions concerning her fife and ministry.

i . . .
J: Howimportantis your family to you?

S: Without my family, | would not have succeeded so well
and be so good in the areas of songs, music, and academics.

J: Where do you go to school?
S: I attend the Montessori Ville-Marie School in Montreal.

J: What motivated you to become a singer? When did you
sense that this was what God was calling you to do?

S: When | was little, 1 used to sing everywhere in the house:
in the bathroom, in my room, etc. My dad saw in me a future
artist. Consequently, he took the time to give me some voice
and piano lessons and got me to take singing and piano
classes from other teachers. Later he arranged for to me sing
in different Adventist churches and in various programs like
galas, weddings. and concerts forsome hospital foundations.

| personally felt the call when | was eight, but | started to
sing at major events since the age of 4.

J2 Inyour opinion, what s the link between singing and the
gospel message?

S: Thereiis astrong relationship between singing and evangelism.
By way of song, we can reach many peopie andbring themto
Christ. Some folks are attracted only to songs. If a preacher ora
Bible worker comes to them, they would be morereluctantto
respond favourably, whereas they would be more willing to be
influenced by songs.

J: samsara, can you tell us how your spiritual values have
shaped yourministry?

S: lama child blessed by God because before birth, Leduc
Pierre-Louis, the consecrated elder, doctor in theology, vice-
principal, and teacherat Greaves Academy, dedicated me to the
Lord according to my parents‘wishes. After my presentation
at the temple by Pastor Herold Norelus, the same elder did
another consecration prayer on my behalf at the Mont Sinai
Church. On both occasions my parents gave a thanksgiving
offering tothe Lord.

J: Tell us how God uses you as an instrument to reach others?

S: God uses me to reach others through songs, concerts and
my upcoming album.lalso have a YouTube accountand a
Facebook page throughwhich many people have said that
they have been touched by my songs.

J: What do you think is our church’s greatest need?

Siin my opinion, the greatest need of our congregations is to
attract people from various cultures and nationalities, to have
amore foving church, a better school, a college, a university,
and a hospital or a nursing home.

J: To conclude, what message of hope would you like to share?

S: t would like to proclaimthat Jesus is our Saviour and that we
must share His love by the way we live and reach out to others.
Finally, we must tell everybody that the Lord is coming soon. m

Jean-Michel Lubin isa member ofthe
Béthanie Adventist Church in Mentreal, Quebec.
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AS CLOSE TO THE SUN AS | HAVE PHYSICALLY BEEN, dust of earth swirls beneath my feet.
The altitude is some 3,700 m. The pressure feels heavy in my chest. The arid wind sucks the
moisture out of everything. Welcome to the Velille district with a population of 4,000, in Peru.
The nearest neighbouring community is on the other side of the mountain, well over an hour
away. It is a poor agricultural community where not much grows besides potatoes.

Out of this poverty and isolation, God planted a school, Colegio Adventista Velille. The school
is celebrating its second-year anniversary. In just over a year, it has grown from 55 students to
200, and they are hoping to increase enrolment by 100 more students in the next year. | was
privileged to be there with a group from Hamilton's Really Living Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Our church had not planned to do a humanitarian trip this year. But God had other plans.
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ch"y Living isin the process (Jfbuilding our own church. It

has been a long, drawn out process, born of big dreams to have
a space thar would really make a difference in the communiry.
Our mission is to cmbrace our community with the Adventist
message of hope and wholeness, It is our vision to be a Christ-
f()cuscd cenere ﬁ)r tl::lc}'ling ﬂnd hcﬂling(]f‘mind‘ b(]d)’, nnd 5()[]'.
Atthe core of our values is the desire to be a church that serves
both in our local communicy and around the world. Iypically,
€very two years we partner with onc of our Adventist organizationy
such as Maranatha’s One-Day Church and do a global cutreach.
This was the year ro go, bur we had decided ro forego a erip
becausc of the expensc of building our new facility.

But God knows the plans He has for us beteer than we know
our own Pl:ln& Hih arc g()(’ld Pl:{ns, ‘.UII ()‘. h()PC, :tnd G()d was at
work behind the scenes to bring them to pass. Through a chance
encounter while waiting in line ar the grocery srore, our ceam
coordinator, Szasza Paz, formed a f ricndship with Tony Brown
and his wife, Laura. Tony is an avid travellerwho loves adventure.
He heard about past humanitarian trips our church had been
involved with and keptasking, “When'sthe next one going to
be? I want ro go!” Inspired by his enthusiasm, Szasza starred to
mike some phone calls.

Afteralot of prayer and phone calls, Szasza was connected wirh
Pastor Yeison De Aviin. Dircctor of Education for the Adventist
Conference in Peru, Misién Sur Orie ncal del Peru. A frer reviewing
al1sc of schools and their various needs, Szasza felr thar che school
in Velifle would benefi't from our help the most. The poorest
and most isolated of the schools, it has many needs, so it was
dt:cidcd that we \V(]Uld build a C()mpu[cr Iﬂb as \VC" as Updntc
their bathroom and septic system. The school has only two
squarring stacions f or 200 students, so this was co be a prioricy!

Qur initial g(ml was ta raise $15.000 for these projects.
Through various fundraising efforts such as a barbecue, silent
aucrion, and garage sale, as well as generous donacions from
fzunily, fricnds, and the community, we werc able to raisc $28,000
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‘:Ur th(_ SC}'I()()I. WC :IIS() had mﬂn)’ Sch()()l 5UPPI|L§ ({()nntcd as
well as 15 laprops and 10 iPads. | was involved with soliciting
donarions from Jocal businesses in our communiry, somerhingl
had ncver done before. ft was heartwarming to sce the gencerosity
of so many local businesses.

It took nine months of planning and endless Skype calls to
coordinate, but finally it allcame together. On Oct. 26, 2016,
our ream of 16 boarded a plane, excited ro begin che advenrure
of a lif ctime. We were a multigcncrntiunnl. multicultural group.
The yeungest member of the group was 14, and the oldest wras
71. Under the banner of our Canadian flag, we represented eighe
dif ferent countrics. Five members of our greup had ncver even
heard of Adventists bef ore becoming involved with chis erip. Bur
forall our apparent differences, we were united in ouor desire to
give our time and talents to this impoverishcd community and
to ot fer them hope.

The mayor of Velille, who is not Advenist, was so impressed
that toral strangers would come and help our aschoolin his
community that he pnid for our accommodations. He also
donated several instruments to the school’s music program.
With its commicment ro excellence in educarion, and the love
they demonstrate to the students (85 percent of whom are not
Adventist), the school is making a huge impact on the communiry.
Many familics arc ch()()sing to send their children here instead
of to the government-run school, even though paying tuition is
difficule tor them. The school is becoming a centce of hope for
their surrounding community.

The principal, Eduardo Muiioz Pacco, attributes the success
()f t}'lc SChU()I to [hl: P(]\Vcr ()‘:Praycr. WC Icnrncd thﬂt f‘r()m thc
time they knew we would be coming, they had been praying for
each of us daily by name. There is a moumcain behind che school
thnt thL)’ CZL“ thcir prnycr m(]un[nin. Pnccu Hnd somce Uf‘thc Uthcr
faculty and staff make the 40-minute climb to the top several
times a week. There they petition God for the many needs of
the school, the children, the community. They come down from



the mounrain boldly expecring to see the hand of God move in
miraculous ways. So far, Hehas never disappointed.

A highlight of the trip fot many of us was our final evening
rogetherat the school. We had a feast and worshipped together,
singing "I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” in Spanish, English,
and Quechua (the local dialect), as well as singing a Spanish/
English version of "How Great is Our God.” It was asmall taste
of what heaven will be like, and we left there hungry for more
of these heaven-on-earch experiences.

We came to offcr them hope and to improve their facilitics, and
while we did accomplish these goals, whar we received was far
greater than nnything we had tw offer. We received unconditional
love and acceptance, and were shown an example of what it should
be like co be pare of the family of God here on earch. The children

there are taught to respond to “Good Moming” or “Good Evening”

with “Sera cormo fesus)” which means “[ will be like Jesus.” The
purity and innocence of these children was unlike nnything we
had ever experienced—evidence that Jesus is very much alive in
this place! I feleasifall my broken places were being made whole
as [ expericnced Jesus through their cyes. I elea new longing to
really be in communiry wirh others. Thisiswhatit means to be
th(_' Church :lnd to C:ll'ry F.mm:ll‘lut‘l, G(}d \Vith us, \thrcvcr we g().

When thedaycame tor us toleave Velille, the entire school
showed up ar our horel to see us oft. They brought us gifes and
sang us songs. They promiscd to continuc topray for cach of
us individually at specific times during the week. We watched
t(::lrﬁ]“y as th(_' Childrcn Ch:lb‘(.'d our bub d()\Vn thc strect \aning
goodbye. Nobody wauted to leave.

We were all deeply moved by our time in Velille. Tony had this
to say about his expericnee: “The Velille trip was an cemaotional
one for me. | do like to travel and have been to lots of places, but
ir was good tofeelthar I was giving somechingback this rime and
not just visiting for my own pleasure. The whole village was so
appreciarive for whar we, che group, were doing. Just amazing!”

Ben, whohad heard about the: trip while rcnuvnting Szasza's
kitchen and bathroom, said, “The trip to
Peru has changed my life in thar I appreciase
the simple things in a totally different
way. It was an amazing and emorional
txpericnce—out of this world! There arce
no words to describe it; the love from the
people there was unbelievable!”

Ted, who was invited by Ben tocome
along, recallsan experience chat stuck
with him. “One m()rning on my way to
the school, I met up with alittle girl also
walking ro school. She was abont seven
years old. Smiling, she came up beside me
and grabbed my hand. She wanted to
practisc her F.nglish with me, so she rold
me the words for banana, then mango.
Reaching inro her pocker she pulled out
three picees of corn to share. She grinncd
as 1 popped them into my mouth and
thanked her. This encounrer really gave
mc a sensc of community and stays with

1p.143.

me. She appreciated what we were doing and thar we were no
diffcrene than her. Remembering hetsmile inspired me vo wotk
harder while | was cthere.”

The younyg pcuplc involved were imprcsscd by the grntitudc
and joy the people continuously demonstrated. Meghan said, *We
rake marerialism and brand names so seriously here, bur o chem
—thcey don't care. They have litele to nothing, and they are so happy
all the time! Everyone was just sokind and loving the whole time!”

The needs of the school are srill many. We gave them a compurer
room, but they don't have moncy for desks and chairs, something
we didn’r even chink abour at the time. They alsoneed more
C(!mpu[cl’s. N{nny Uf:thc Chil(lrcn haVC to \V:llk F()r SL'\'Cr:lI hOllTS
just to get to school and so are in need of bicycles to make the
journeya lirtle fasrer. They are also looking for volunteers to
come and teach them English. They continue to petition God
forcheseneeds in full confidence thar He will supply all cheir
nL‘CdS :lnd maorc.

This trip was an important reminder for all of us invelved to
be inrentional abour crearing commumiry. Ellen Whire stares in
T he Ministry of Healing, " Christ’s mcthod alonc will give sruc
success in reachingthe people. The Saviour mingled with men
as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for
them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence.
Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me.™*

God has called us all to leave our comfort zones and form
meaningf ul relationships with those around us, whether it
be the stranger standing beside us at the grocery store Or our
neighbour down the street. We don’t have to cross the globe
to accomplish God’s work. We just have to show up and pay
attention in the spaccin which He has plncn:d ps. He will be
faithful in completingthewerk. ®

Melissa Townsley is a member of Reaily Living Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Hamilton, Ontario. To experience more
about our trip, check out our blog at http//reallyliving.ca/ peru.

-

P> This photo was taken in the computer science lab built by the Hamilton group.
It was named after their church: Really Living Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Pastar Yeison De Avila, their co-ordinator in Peru, s sitting in the front.
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Madalina Rotaru

Angel
in Plain
Clothes

March 2017 %4

t was almost 40 degrees Celsius oucside,
the hottest day so far in my summer Canada
Youth Challenge (CYC) adventure. [t was

my first summer ever going door o door, and

onc thingscemed certain: [ wasn't having a
tremendous amount of success.

On this afternoon I came up to a door and knocked.
After alittle while, a woman answered. "Hello, my name is
Madalina,” [ said, “and 1 am a srudenr wich Canada Yourh
Chnllcngc_" With that, I launched into my presentation
and showed her all the books [ had.

The woman was very interested, and when I spoke to
herabout the book Peace Above the Storm, she said she
would like to have ir.

She invited me into her home, and T was very hnppy
to be our of the heat. “Do you want something to drink?”
she asked me. I gladly accepred, and af ter a licele while,
she brought me water and the moncy for the book. Then
wee began totalk.

“You are like my angel
that came to me today.”

IHearned that her husband had just passed away, and
she was grieving and felt so sad now chat he was gone.
Sensing char her sadness was deep, I asked if [ could pray
with her. Tt was the first time T had asked anyonc to pray
in che field chat summer. She said yes, and when we bowed
our heads, | prayed thar God would be with her and would
comfort herin this difficult time. I finished and looked up
to see tears streaming from her eyes. Looking ar me, she
said, “Yow arc like my nngd that came to me t()dny."

That experience was powerful for me. Here [ was, a
teenager in plain clothes, and in me this woman had seen a
messenger from God. Yet thacis exactly whatGod wants us
to be. Hebrews [:14 describes angels as “minisrering spirics
sentro serve those who will inherit salvation” (NIV). But
the word ange/ simply means “messenger,” and these who
inherit salvarion are all those who hear the message of love
and aceept it

It is true thar Ged sends his heavenly angels as messengers,
But hc h:ls ()thcr mcsscngcrs, T, th( onces mndc ()f f}csh
and blood. Weare his plain-clothed angels on earth, sent
to bring comforrroa world in need, and an invitarion o
become inheritors of God’s salvation.

In choosing to join CYC this summer, | chose to be
G()(.I,S aﬂgcl and tQ all(’“’G()d O use me o care f‘()r Othcrs.
That, in itself, isthe greatest successofall. m

Madalina Rotaru served as a Literature Evangelist with Lifestyle

Canada, a charity organized to better fulfill the mandates of
the fiterature ministry of the SDA Church across Canada.

Toread more stories like thisone, please visit LifestyleCanada.org/stories, or contact us at mail@iifestylecanada.org.



n 1982 my wife expressed the desire to enrol our five-year-old

son in the local Scventh-day Adventist school. T was totally

opposed to the idea because, in my mind, church school meant
emphasis on religion and nor on academics. 1 had big and lofry
plansfor my son, and T cou Id not sce how this litele Adventist
school was going to help mychild achieve chis goal.

| was nor a Seventh-day Advenrist Christian,and T did nor
sharc my wife’s belicts. | knew nothing about their cducational
sysrem, and I was very skeprical. We had several discussions on rhe
matter, and [ was adamane. However, becaase she was so insistent,
I decided one day to go with her to see the principal and to look
at the curriculum and the student program. I wanred ro prove my
point and strengthen my argument against chis church school idea.

[ wasamazed and pleasantly surprised ar che principal’s actitude
t()\Vnrd us, as \VC" as thc manncrs and dcc()rum thnt tCﬂChL’rs as
well asstudents exhibited throughout the school. To top it all,
they wore unif orms. [ saw studencs engagcd in serious academic
exercises and teachers teaching strict curriculum-based matcrial
taat was pertinent ro modern education, The principal showed
us [h(_ Curl’iculul‘n fr()m kindcrgar[cn JH thL \Vﬂy up Tt Grﬂdc 8,
and I swallowed hard. I was so iinpressed. Thishappened in the
month of March, and by rhe following Seprember, with much
cxcitement, we cnrolled oursonin che school.

We were nor disappointed as we watched him thiive
ncndcmicn"y and grow xpiritua“y in his new environment. |
had nothing to complain about. All the obstacles that I had
inicially perceived were complerely addressed. Originally, I was
concerned about the amount of money to be paid for ruition
when he could have received his education for free,butnoamount
of money could buy what [ observed in my-child’s educarion. Nor
just academics but character building and adesirc for the spiritual.

My wife’s Christian beliefs and standards were affirmed at the

school. We had no fear of what might be smught in the dassroom.
[ watched as the church school children consistently tested higher
than their public school counterparts. 1saw the rrue value of a
Christian cducation, and because of this, I wasled to a closer
encoriter with thechurch, In part, it led to my conversion and
lacer my baprism.

Our sen graduated from Grade 8, and we wished therewas a
Sevenrh-day Advenrist high school in ourciry. The closest one
was too far away, but we were not afraid to send him to a public
high school here. Our son entered the public systemwit a firm
foundarion academically and spiricually, When he was rested
upon cnwring Grade 9, his language/arts skills ranked at the
Grade 12 fevel.

By God's grace, today our son is successfully making his way
in life and he is still happily involved in church and its activities.
He speaks fondly of his reachers who made a difference in his
clementary cducation. After leaving high school, he attended
CUC (now Burman University).

In thosc carly years, 1 did not understand the difference
Christian education could make in a child’s life. Today, asa
Chrisian, | do not understand why so many parentswhoare
Christians cannot scc that our children deserve the best: a
God-centred education.

N{y mcssng: to ;l“ p:lrt:-'ll's is [h:lt y()u must C()nsidcr y()ur
chifdren’s eternal destiny. Please do not neglect your children's
salvarion for the chings of chis earch, Give them the besr starc
cver in life. Give them an Adventist Chrisaan educadon. m

Cyril Hayde is presently an elder in Ottawa. He and his wife are very
active proponents of Adventist Christian education.
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If you are interested in an Adventist Christian education
at Kingsway College, contact the enrolment office at

admissions@kingswaycollege.on.ca.
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Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service.

“He works in ways
we cannot see”

rowing up in an Adventist home,
1 remember frequently hearing che song “God
W ill Make 2 Way” by Don Mocn in my home.
Only recently have I realized how true one of the l1nes
is: "He works in ways we cannorsee.”

Let me start from the beginning.

About two years ago, 1 graduated frem university. I
h:l.d Ch()SCn a pr()f‘:.\ﬁi()n t}'l:l[. I th()ught. \V()uld lCQVC mc¢
with some o ptions. fcaz de this ,am'ctdﬂr t/ﬂ'ng, but {'f'
Idon't like it, I can also go into that, 1 thoughr. Bur after
grndua[ing, L aI()ng with many in my generation, way
at a loss for what I should be doing. | ended up doing
small, menial jobs to help my family out.

Itook up a freclancing job designing a book for a clicnt.
This type of work was something 1 had studied for and
somcthing 1 was confident T could do. But since this was
my first real gigand | had no one to guide me, I made
poor decisions concerning myconrracr. As a resulr, |
worked for months and months for almost nothing but
kepr telling myself that this project would serve as good
expericnce. Long story short, [ apprccintcd the project, Bu:
never again, | chought, and At least 1 knew better now.

With the help of a friend, | goranother job, a stable
officc job. It wasn't much, but compared to my past
experiences, it was practically heaven. Ac first, I cold
m)’sc""r‘(j Stn)’ :l)’cnr ﬂnd t}'l(:n f'nd S()mct}‘ling o ma[ch
the thousands of dellars I had spent on education. My
friend, on the orher hand, was restless; af ter day rwo, she
wanted something more. Meanwhile, I got so comfortable
after a while that I thought staying at that place was the
best I could do. | had a routine, a plac: to go, and that
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was just going to be my life.

Now, my church has a tradition ()fgningcnmping
every year. Usually, only members of the church go.
However, this particular year a friend of mine, Ashley,
came :I_l()rlg. l had kn()\Vn hcr k)ccauﬁc we b()th ﬂt[cndcd
Kingsway College for high school. We ran in sunilar
circles, but she had never come to any of our church
camping retreats before. Catching up during the erip,
we ralked abour school and work. She told me to apply
for the communications assistant position at Kingsway
College that she had previously held before returning to
university. I didn’t know anything abour the position.
It had already been filled since she left, and she didn'e
know the next rime they would hire again, but she rold
me that she would let me know if she saw another j()h. 1
didi’t give it toomuch thought, because it was unlikely
char the job would come up again.

However, aweek or ewoafter that, [ gota message from
Ashley saying the position was open! I immediately senc
in my resumd, and ()bvi()us|y it worked out—sinee I am
currently writing this as the communications assiseant
here at Kingsway.

God had madc a way. When [ thought everything
was settled, when / had sertled, Godmade a way for
s()mcthing better, for me and my fhmily. He gave usa
new home in Oshawa. He gave me a job, something that
wortld give me a chance ro make a difference and help
inﬂu‘:ncc PC()PIC filr thc bc[[cl’. | |

Ybb Villegas is the communications
assistant at Kingsway College.



MANS Pillars Honoured as

mamawine

New School Walls Delivered

s conserucrion on rhe new high school building gers
A underway, Mamawi Atoskctan Native School {MANS) took

rime to reflecc on che pasr and che pillacs who have made
this ministry pussiblc thruugh decades uf‘chnngcs and cxpansion.

In a special reception hosted during the annual MANS Open
House on November 10, 2016, MANS and che Alberta Conference
honoured the vision, hard work, and commitment of those who
initiated the first school on the Samson Reserve decades ago and
have supported the ministry’s growth. These MANS “pillary”
include former principals, dedicated board members, and
individuals who have been wirch che school and ics minisery
from the beginning.

“Without people in the field doing chis work, we can’c realize
this project,” Keith Richeer, Alberra Conference treasurer, said
addressingthe guesw asscmbled in the highschool portable dhacwill
soon be replaced by new, permanent classrooms. “We are grateful
for pcuplc who arc pnr[icipnting and building the ministry up."

The pillars who were honoured were early years principals
Graceand Paul Dara; reacher’saides and lacer principals Linda
Caldcerbank and Linda Nawalkowski; long-term board chair Ian
Hareley; past principal and current Bible worker Bob Spratrand
arrise Jeanic Sprate; aind pase principals Juanita Neal and Julic
Hodder. These individuals have been incegral to che mission of
MANS to provide Adventist education among First Nations in
Maskwacis. Theirconteibutions not only developed the mission
as a whole bur also kepc the school growing.

“T feel God has nbundnndy blessed the school,” said Graee
Dara, who setved as the principal of the school in 1984. Since

then she has warched encolmentar the school mulkiply and
community suppott intensify. "Pacents are bringing students to
che school because cheycan see the difference inche behaviours
and the character of their children.” To Grace and many of the
othet pillacs honoured at the event, the awesome achievements
at MANS clearly demonstrate chat God is hard ar work in the
Maskwacis Reserve.

MANS has always been made possible threugh the collaboracion
of committed individuals, teachers, staff, and f%{mily members—
the very name Mamawi Awsh-etan inn Cree means working together.
“The reason we can continue ar the school is because of whar all
of you have contiibuted,” current MANS principal. Gail Wilton,
said in her thank-you address to che guests. MANS could noc
stand on irsown, she acknowledged, wichour any of the singular
pillacs who formed it.

As MANS honoured the past, they also looked to the fuzure:
The pillars got the first glimpsc of walls for the new high school
building. General contractor Willian Piersanci described che new
building as every bit “God’s plan, not ours” as he updared guests
on how the new high school has expanded far beyond any of the
original founder’s conceprions. Witch the continued suppore of
MANS |l)ng-h:rm pi":lrs and the surruundingrnmmlmity, there
isonly more to grow in this plan!

Sray tuned for next monch’s story on the MANS 2016 Open

Housc and scc inside the school for yourself! m

Alison Bottomley is the communications assistant for
The Bridge Campaign for Mamawi Atosketan Native School.

>> Read more about Mamawi Atosketan Native School and how The Bridge Campaign is funding a new high school for First Nations youth at www.MANS1 .ca.
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Paul and Graee Dara, inna and ian Hartley, Jeanie Spratt, Julie Hodder, Bob Spratt, and Linda Nawalkowskl honoured as pillars of the MAKS project. Each was given a unique
beaded artwork from Maskwaciis artists to celebrate their sontribution and connection to the community.
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“It's a great environment to
be open about your beliefs
and be who you are”

Parkvicw Adventist Academy {PAA) thrives on a physical
campus bur is a place of learning built on faich and communiry
conncetionys, Because of her |ifL~|ong passion for working toward
the success of a team, Gillian Holly fit right in when she came in
2014 for Grade 10. Further, it is because of this same eagerness
to give and grow thatshe isa celebrated senior at PAA today.

Gillian lives with her family just outside Sylvan Lake, Alta.,
andisa dynamic part ofa gcncrati()n:ﬂ commitment to Adventist
education. "Both my parents came to PAA for their high school
years,and for them, it was a really big deal ro be able rogo to an
Adventist school. T also watched my brother [Austin Hally, class
of 2014] experience his time here and how much fun he had.

[ always knew I would be coming here roo.”

Gillian's parcnts, Glen and Wendy, graduated from PAA
(classes of *90 and '92, respectively), and Gillian shares their
sentiment that, “PAA offers great ()ppurtunitics togrow asa
person and become independent and learn to rely on your
telarionship with God”

Having been involved in lots of sports from the time she
wasyoung, Gillian was excired ro become partof PAA's athleric
pr()grnm. “BCF()I’C C()ming hCrC' ] ng\V UP oan h()ckcy and Noccecr,
playing since [ was six years old, first on a boys’ team until there
were enough girls ro have our own team. Sports have always been
part of mylifc, and I looked forward to coming to PAA because
I knew I would never have to worry about Sabbath beingan
issuc. [ could live my faith frccly withoutjudgmcnt. It'sa great
environment to be open about your beliefs and be who you are.”

Throwing herself inco life on campus, Gillian has demonstrared
what it mcans to be a team player on the student body. “T've been
on the soccer, volleyball, and basketball teams as well as helped
out with campus ministries programs and praisc teams. Here
at PAA there are so many opportunities to be partof lots of
different groups. There are a lor of choices ro make abour how
to be involved!” she says.

Gillian also serves as the yearbook editor and vice-president
for the dorm club while holding office on the Grade 12 execurive
committcee.
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With her many commitments and responsibilities, Gillian is

aliving cxample of hard work in scrvice to a loved conununity.
“It’s so grear to see rhe effect of Adventist educarion on my
classmates who have grown up without the opportunity to
know Churist. I can really see how much thisaffects their lives.
I've been blessed ro see my friends ger baprized and make positive
choices to cut out bad things, and I know that this school has a
really huge impact oncheir choices”

Gillian’s own choiceshaveled her t()j()in her friend Brooke
Severtson, together with their families, in covering PAA with
prayer. At the start of the 2016/2017 school year, their mothers
organizcd a prayer appointment for all PAA’s cmployccs, and
Gillian was glad to be parcof the group because she personally
knows the powcer ()Fbcingprnycd for: “Ttis so impurtan[ that
the teachers at PAA know they have our support,” Gillian says.
“As a student, ir is so nice ro know you have someone praying
foryou, so we wanted to give that to the teachers, too.”

Prayer is the spiritual conditioning of the Adventist athlete,
and with our faith in the winning team, PAA is committed to
training our young people, like Gillian, to see the value and the
beaury in the discipline of prayer as they grow in aknowledge

of Christ. ®

Katelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations
at Parkview Adventist Academy.



lesha and Daniel Madden

L

remember the first rime | saw a carburnour. It was

on the TV show “Top Gear” and 1 remember being

so intrigued by it. The back wheels were spinning
out furi()usly while the cngine roared with all ofits V8
glory. Once in diive and the hand brake released, the car
shor off like a spaceship would go into hyperdrive ina
sci-fi movic like Star Trek or Star Wars Itwasa thing
ofbeautywhen done righrand I realized I was thar car
waiting ro speed off. Berrer yer, all the enthusiasric
ministry-driven men and women thatseck to be in
full-rime minisery are thar cat—wheels spinning, wairing
for the green light. Maybe that was the problem; we
saw conference employment as the green lighr ro do
ministry bur tha’s anocher article for another time.

Well it's been ayear, and what I have learntas a 24-
year-old in full-rime ministry is char it is a grear calling
but also a balancing act. School could not teach us the
level of multitasking that is involved in ministry. Even
after counseling, church acriviries, finance meering, leaders
mecting, business mecetings, church board mectings,
school board meerings anderc.,rhe job is srill nor nearly
over because there is vision p|anning. sermon prcpnrnti()n,
visitation, organizing events and so much more. Andto
chink thar I am an associate pastor so needless rosay 1
kccp my scnior pastor in prayer.

I have also learnt that personal devotion as a pastor
is your lifchine. If we do not stay connected to God, we
endanger the people to whom we minister and run the
risk of becoming like Eli’s rwo sons; working for an
almighty lifc-changing God but remaining unchanged.
Itis very easy to rakespiritual things for granted in full-
time ministry because we are ahways dealing within the
rcalm of "holy” things. Much like the pricsts in Isracl,

testimonial

"Tam learning
that ministry is
not microwavable
but it takes time.”

who were literally closer to God than the people in
courtyard. It is casy for the things of God to become
a routine instead of a spiritual experience. So staying
close God through personal devotion is a must or you
run the risk of treating holy things ordinarily.

I recenty asked one of my college deans, “How doll
know I'm making a diffcrence?” Thinking about it now,
my only thought is, That’s a very millennial thing to ask.
As a millennial, we wanr o know thar we are making a
ditf crence. The problem is, we want results fast but it is
prideful of me ro chink 1 was going ro make a difference
and change lives forever in just onc year. Tam learning
that ministty is not microwavable but it takestime.lt
takes rime ro ger ro know people before they allow you
to lead them spiritually. This why the greatest pastors
visit cheir members because by getring to know chem,
thcy arc that much closer to |c:1ding them spiritunﬂy.

More than anything, I have come to internalize what
has always been said, “Pastoral ministry is a vocation,
not a job.” My parcnts may not specifically have said
those words to me, but | have seen ir through rheway
thcy continuc to conduct themselves in ministry.
However, itis one thing to observe and understand
and another ro experience and internalize, the laceer
has now become my reality. If full-time ministry is just
ajob then we are being underpaid for all that we do.
Now, ifit is a vocation then itis an honour to work for
and alongside the King of the universe. m

Daniel Madden is youth pastor at
Really Living Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Hamilton, Ontario.
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JESUS IS MASTER AT BRIDGE BUILDING! R Eg-sse ]

thegreat divide chat che fall of Adam brought upon us allt He
reunites fallen humanicy wich heaven.

Is ic possible for Adventiss to build bridges and chusbring
about fiendships wich Muslims? The division berween Christians
and Muslims scems to be growing ever wider with cach passing
year, yet God has placed Advenriscs in a unique posicion co
cannect positively with Muslims.

Our faith resonates with Muslims on various levels: God as
the Creator of heaven and earth in six days, our emphasis on
avoiding pork and alcohol in our dicts. our belicf that we are living
inn earth’s last hours and in the judgment. These are just 2 few of
the connective links that our biblical faith has with Muslims.

Sohow dowebegin a discussion with Muslims? I suggest we
learn che Arabic greeting“Asslanus Aliekum.” This greeting is
ncarly universal across Arahic-speaking peaples and one thae
most Muslims use. lc means, “May peace be upon thee.”

Recently, our family flew to Houston, Tex., to artend an annual
cventealled Generation of Youth for Christ (GYC), which brings
togecher thousands of youth from che Advenzist Church. I had
arranged For a fricnd to mecet us atthe airport, but he informed
me char hewas stranded in Wyoming because of a snew storm.
My nextoption was to <all a zaxi. Tt was abour 5:30 a.m.

As I approached che cab driver, I noticed chat hewas from
the Middle East. So I greeted him in Arabic. *Assalamu alickum!”

Hcanswered, “H4 aliekion asalarm” [“And may peace be
upon thee”]. Whoare you?” he asked.

1 said, “We are Seventh-day Adventists, and we don’ceat pork
or consume alcohol. We worship one God, don't worship with

BRIDGE BUILDING

feature

images, belicve in the resurrection and thac we are living in the
lasc days, and we are followers of fsa al-Masib [ Jesus the Messiah "

This was all new to him, and for the next 40 minutes, we had
amost delighcful discussion. Then he asked me, “So is Jesus the
son of Gad?”

This can be alandmine that may cicher make or break a
continued friendship. | responded with, “I read the Qur’an, and
it cells me thalt_]csu.\' was born of u virgin and that he was h()ly
or righteous from birch.”

He paused to think a few momenrs and then affirmed chat,
yes, it dous say that. He then moved on to adiff crent subject. So
1 had passed che first major hurdle. We actively discussed che
great judgment theme, and he affirmed to me that Muslims fear
the judgment and chac it causes such anxiety. I assured him that
God was doing everything possible for him to come through the
judgmene in His favour. God is in the business of desperately aying
rosave us, [ emphasized. These thoughrswere also new ro him.

We ﬁnauy arrived ac che hotel, and he was excited to receive
a number of cracts chac I had already prepared for this type of
encounter. He assured me that he would read these marerials.

God is genuinely and wholly interested in reachingthose
who embrace Islam and is using every avenue to bring the light
of the gospel to them. Will you pray for tact and wisdom and
allow God to use you to reach out to this massive people group?
Contact me to obrain resoutces you canshare with them. ®

Rudy Harnisch is AMR Liaison for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: items in the “News” section may orrginate from varfous sources. The Canadian Adventist Messenger will give credit, via a byfine, to authors of materiaf submitted
directly to us for first printing. Stories without a byline may have been written by Messenger staff, ieprinted from other publicotions or supplied to us by a general press release.

Alberta

William (Bill) Olson

was born in [Lacombe, Alta., and

)

livedon a farm with his parentsand
younger sister, Jeanette. The family
moved to British Columbia’s Frascr
Valley prior to Bill's fifth-grade year.
His father died when Bill was 16, and
alchough Bill felc responsible to stay
home and share in the farm work, his
mother insisted he finish high school
at Canadian Union College.

Upon completing high school, Bill studicd theology ar
Canadian Union (‘.()"cgc. Before ﬁnishing his dcgrce, he signed
on with the Campbell Soup Company. His then girlf riend, Judy,
suggested he look fora job that required less traved so they could
consider developing a family together. Love prevailed,and he
nt[cndcd Andrc\vs Univcrsity and Cnrncd a dcgl’cc in Pﬁych()l()gy.

Immediately upon graduation he returned to AlbertaandJudy,
where he held an administrarive position at the University of
Alberea’s Department of Psychology. Bill and Judy soon marn'ed
and had their first son. All the while, Bill pursued a Master of
Business Administrarion, graduating in the first Canadian program

Former Conference President Passes Away

of its kind: in hospital and health care administratien.

One portion of Bill's research connected him wich the Sherwood
Patk Nursing Carc Home and Adventist Health Carce. It wasn't
long until he was recruited to lead at Park Manor Personal Care
Home in \Vinnipcg, Man., thus bcginning his commirment to
scrving the Seventh-day Advendst Church.

Bill's career path included secretary-treasurer for the Alberra
Conference, prcsidcnt and chicf excentive officer for the Gimbel
Eye Centre, treasurer for the British Columbia Conference,
secrerary-treasurer for the Middle East Union, treasurer for the
Trans-Europcan Division, and finally back home as president of
the Alberra Conference.

Rill retied in 2008 and enjoyud living with Judy on an
acreage near Wetaskiwin. He passed away on Jan. 19,2017. A
memorial service celebraring Bill's life was held on Sunday, Feb.
12, at the Weraskiwin Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Bill is survived by his wife, Judy (née Lindberg) and their
thrCC sons: Grcg()r)’, a PCdiatric dcntﬂl and ()I’th()d()ntic Pr()FCSS()r
at Lomna Linda University; David, a general surgeon in Edmonton;
and Edward, a charrered accounrant and advisor with Crowe

MacKay, LLCinB.C. m

British Columbia

Let’'s Move Vancouver

On Dee. 2 at6:30 p-m.. a three-part
series entitled “Reimagining God”
bcgnn at thC BC" pcl’ﬁ)rming Arts Ccn[rc
in Surrey, B.C. Ty Gibson, a passionate
author and morivaror, delved into the
prnbh‘ms with our current picturc of God.
From Dec. 2 te Dec. 4, Ty Gibson painted
a picture of God worth more thana

passing glance. Gibson highlighted how

March 2017

aconventional undcrstanding of God

of ten conflicts wich racionality, thereby
rcsulting in atheism. It is of ten overlooked
that much of the atheistic mencality is not
grounded in science bur rather rational
th()ught and phil()suphy, By dtvuloping
our understanding of the nature of God,
much of these inconsistencies can be
answered. Onc problem many people

havcis the notion thata loving God
would allow such horrific actsin the
world to occur. T)' Gibson drew on his
own personal experience to answer this
question. Growingup in a severcly
abusive houschold. Gibson was able to
draw on his firsthand experience and
reconcile chis apparent conrradicrion.

Ty Gibson has authored cight books,



including hismost recenr best-selling
release, A God Named Desire. He is the
lead pastor of che Steryline Church in
F.ugcnc. Ore.,and co-director (){I,ight
Bearers, an international media ministry.
Heis a caprivacing speaker thart uses
personal and relatable stom'es to resonate
with the audience and provide greater
conrext for his message.

In addition to the cxploration into
God, singer and songwriter Brandon
BCC (}11\ :lCtu:l' nnmc) traVCHCd Fr()m
Washington to lead the worship service
each nighe. Each of Brandon's sers fearured
popular praisc music that the audience
could sing along to, as well as some of his
()riginal music that all could cnj()y. Bed's
brilliant vocal talent and the bannd’s heart-
telt cadencerang through che gorgeous
Bell Centre, and after the first song, it
was clear to see chat Brandon is fulfilling
his purpose by using his talents to lead
others in worship. Bee also oft ered his own
view on God berween rhe song., further
focusing the audicnec on the message of

Ty Gibson presented a series at the Beli Performing Arts Centre In Surrey, 8.C., entitled “Reimagining God.’

the night.
This was Let's Move Vancouver's

lascevenr for 2016. The intimate setcing

ended what hasbeen an amazing ycar. It
has been filled with beautiful experiences
and fostered amazing relacionships wich
somc truly extraordinary people. Let's

Move Vancouver has one more evening
of worship planned for the Metro
Vancouver areaon Jan. 28. Wichche
combination of thelocal talent from
the churches, personal testimonies, and
arecap ofche year's evangelism, chis is
an cvent you do not want to miss. B

British Columbia Pastors and Principals Retreat

N early 100 principals, administraters,

pnst()rs. as \\’Cil R SP()USES and childrcn

gathered at Cump Hope for four days of
fellowship and spirirual renewal. Joe Kidder,
PhD. and author of the book The Rig Four:
Seavets to a Thriving Church Family, set
the tone of the retrear by beginning wich
his testimony ofconvcrting from Islam to

Christ whileliving in Iraq under Saddam
Husscin. Thc next Full dn)’ was sPCnt on
the power of prayer in personal growth
and the growth of God'’s kingdom. The
statistic that only onc fifth ()fpnst()rs spcnd
regular ttme indevotionsand prayermade
chis personal to che pastors. They reacted

by purchasing cvery book and CD that

Kidder had brought
with him.

More attention was
paid to the pastoral
family rhan in the pasr.
S()ITI(: Sﬂssi()ns WLETC Set
aside for lessons on
neck and shoulder
massagc for the spouscs
and a family skaring
time at the local rink
in Hope. The retreat
concluded with aseirring
communion scrvice
led by our president,
Wesley Torres. The BC
Conference baptized
222 individuals in 2016.
Totres challenged che pastors to cooperate
with God in growing His kingdom with
333 baptisms in 2017. When the principles
that Kidder presented are put into place,
we expect the challenge ro be mec. m

—Tom Glatts, Ministerial
Director, 8C Conference
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Maritimes

Yarmouth Church Grows Up

Someone once said, “Yarmourh is nor
the ¢ad of the world, but you can sce
it from here.” Sometimes it feels as ifwe
arc at thL Cl‘l(.l Uf:thc \VOrld at [hi&' Cnd UF
Nova Scotia.

Yarmouch has had a Seventh-day
Adventist presence sinee before I can
remember. [ remember Elder Norman
Frost holding meetings in a funcral home
here back in the "60s. My parents were
members then.

Elder Wilfred and Helen Michacks came
to Yarmnouth, and wehad a wonderful group
thar mer in the church in Tusker, which
had been purchased some years before.
Opver the yearsatrendance dwindled as
pI:UpI{: I(_f'f thc arca.

Pastor Jacques LeBlanc and his wife,
Irene, along with rheir children, were
here for afew years. Then they moved
ro Bridgewarer, and he would come
uccnsinn»"y to meet with us. When he
was called to another area, Pastor Glen
Corkum rerurned ro Yarmourh.

Corkum invited Pastor Victor Gill to

hold some meetings in Yarmourh along
with Jared Browne, who wasworkingas a
Bible worker in this area. By chistimea
couple of peaple had returned to church
and, after a baptism following Gill’s
meetings, we rented a room at Beacon
United Church to hold regular Sabbath
services. There were six members in
nttcndnncc nlung \Vithjarcd BI’O\VHC.
Jared worked in thisarea for three years.

Pastor Leroy Corkum (nephew of
Glea Corkum) was assignedto our
district. He served us for sixyearsbefore
leaving to serve in Kenya, Afica (where
he and his wife, Debbic, arc living today).

Today Courtney Dookie has become
our pastor and is workingtownrd buildir\g
ourownchurch. Leta Dukeshire has
generously oftered ro donare a piece of
[and on the outskirts of town on which
to build a church. There is much work ro
ln' (Iun(‘ to g('r the |:md run(ly, |)ur wee are
depending on God's guidance to show us
where we are to be and how we are to
proceed.

[t is amazing to me how God has
worked to increase our numbers. W
have seen people move in from British
Columbia, Ontario, and ¢ven Russia.
Our membership is listed as 24, and
several more people may be joining our
group within the next few months.

We have faith that God is on our side,
and we will follow His plnn for us as we
work towards not only a larger group buc
alsoabuildingof our own in which to
worship. We know that God's will will
be done, and we implore you to pray for
this group as we move forward.

Jesus is coming soon, and we want to
be ready ro greer Him from the rop of the
hill in Yarmouth. The location we have
been given is high on a hill overlooking
rhe beauriful Yarmourh Harbour and rhe
Atlantic Occan. May God guidc usin
rhis endeavourand bless our efferts ro
wurship Him =

— Winona Pierce, treasurer,
Yarmouth church

Ontario

20t Anniversary of Yugoslavian Church in Vancouver

March 2017

n Dec. 24, Vancouver Yugoslavian

Church celebrated its 20® anniversary.
The church started back in 1996, when
a couple of Yugoslavian immigranrs in
VnnCOUVCr g()t tugcthcr :lnd S[ﬂrtcd
their worship services with the goal of
organizing the churchsorhey can preach
the gospel to their countrymen in the
Vancouver area.

This spccin[ nnnivcrsary worship
service was attended by many guests
who had connecrions with the church
thr()ughout its 20 years of existenee.

The main speaker for the day was
Pastor Petar Djakov, who was the
first pastor to scrve and organize the
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Yugoslavian church leading up ro 2002, existing and che future possibilities of our hearrs to Him in service. ®

when he moved away. Through singing, preaching the gospelas we wait for our —Siobodan Bob Babic,
worshipping God, studying His word, Lord’s rerurnn. We were reminded dharas Prlsd’o & Vel v er
and f.dIO\vshippingarnund the table, we the Lord blessed us in thcpa.\'t. Heisalso Yugosfavian Church
reminisced our history, our reason for ready to bless us in the future if wegive

Manitoba-Saskatchewan

Ministry Expands In Nunavut

The foltowing story is told by Ghadihela Flores. She and her husband, Jose Quezada, along with llisapi Haulli,
are co-leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in {gloolik, Nunavut. They had a chance to visit the remote
harniet of Naujaat (ferrerly known as Repuise Bay), and God opened some doors in amazing ways!

ose, llisapi, and I had a wonderful rime sharing God’s

message to the community of Naujaat, Nunavut. For
me and Jose, it was our first visit to Naujaat, but it was
llisapi’s firse visic since her teenage years. llisapi has family
in Nauj:mt. so she was very ¢xcited to spcnd time with
them as well.

At first we didn't have the finances to go, but we taok
that leap of faith, and God provided. It was amazing to
see how God opened the doors for 15 to visic and provided
a place for us to stay as well.

When we first arrived, we asked the hamler leader if
we could use the radio station each night to do a Bihle

program. They told us we could go on the air for only
one hour thar evening. God placed in our heares thac
the message that night would be about “Why We Need
the Bible.” Jose also shared a health nugger about water
bef ore the scudy.

This message touched che heares of the listencrs, some
of whom requested for the Bible program ro be on air
:lg‘.lil’l the fbih)wing d:Ly. In the four d:lys we visited, we
wereable to get a total of 9.5 hours on the radio, allowing
us ro share more Bible truths, including the Sabbath.
Onc lady was very interested in the health nuggets thac
Jose and llisapi presented as well.

On Sabbath we rented the community hall to host : ! ) .- -
. . o - ) ! § = t—— e £ ve
Bible studies and a concert. We BAYEIAVY 20 Biblesin L.toR.: Jose Quezada, Ghadihela Flores, and IlisapiHaulli and her son (top ofarch).

Inukritur and 36 Bibles in English. We were also able to

visit some homes to pray for individuals. W ask for praycrs for those who continue to scarch and

The people of Naujaar were very welcoming and learn more about God’s Word. We aie in contacr with cthem
hungry to search the scriptures for God's word. We through Facebook and hope to return one day. m
thanked God for opening the doors for Ilisapi, and for —GHhadihela Flores,
Jose and me ro visic and share God’s Word in Naujaar. tgloolik Church Co-Leader

> > SDACCREVOLVING FUND REPORT:

For mare infarmation or to make a depasit, contact Girly 8uiambao—quiambao girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-0011
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Burman University Votes New President

\

ﬂ.

Loren Agrey
O n Feb. 6,2017, che Burman Universicty

board of trustees voted Loren Agrey

toserve as the institution’s 25% president.
Agrey will suceeed current president, Mark
Haynal, who will be stepping down due
to the expiration of his work permit.
“Tam contident that Dr. Loren Agrey
will be an eff etive leader for Burman
University,” says Mark Johnson, President
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Canada (SDACC) and Burman Univcrsity
Board Chair. “Loren is both a *people
person’ and an excellent adminiseraror.”
Agrey is currently serving as the Dean
for Undergraduate Academic Affairs at
Ketrering College in Ohio. He previously
scrvedas the president for the Asia-Pacific
Inzernational University in Thailand.
Agrey has scrved as an educaror for over

FACE

" ) 13

Free African Children thru Education

OIS AN K o o neducate orphansIn African
Adventist schoals! FACE orphans Ive at
home with surviving famsly members. Your
75 2 year gift pays school fee, uniforme,
pendls. pens, papes, and postage for a child
oiphaned by war, poverty, and disease. FACE
sends your donation 10 Uganda, then sends Jon:
yous a 1ax recetpt and your child$ | nformation.

Mall: FACE, oMartaRaffey, 194 2 Wolf
#  Grove Rd, Almonte, ON KOA 140 Canada

Phone: 613/256-1153
Email: facekidscharity@yahoo.com

GEORGE’S
TREE

well

ur FREE book ¢

Email: fon@realestateinreddeer.com
denise@reclestateinreddeer.com

35 years. From 2003 ro 2010, he served
in diftcrent capacia'cs at Burman University:
Conuract Lecrurer (2003), Associate in
Academic Administration (2004~2005),
and Vice-President for Academic Admin-
isrrarion {2005-2010).

“Throughout its 110-ycar history,
Burman University has provided excellence
in faith-based education,” says Agrey. ‘I
look forward to working with the admin-
istrative ream, along with the faculty and
statt, to continuc this kyracy of helping
students achieve their academic, spiritual,
and orher life goals.”

Dctails about the transition berween
current and incoming leadership will be

mndc :1\’31':1'.’)'2 ata ltltLT d:ltL'. |

(32330/21

CENTURY 21 ADVANTAGE
905, 4747 - 67th 51, Red Deer, ABTAN 6H3

403.302.0800 [E
Denise: 403,302.9498
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Fax: 1.888.530.8784
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Jon and Denise NIChOFS
ASSOCIATE BROKER & AGENT
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legal@adventist.ca, or call 905-433-001 |, ext. 2078

1 ENGLISH or FRENCH.

= In electronic format a
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Enjoy quality Christian education
without sacrificing family time.

WESTM
EZCOAST Anytime. Everywhere!

‘Waest Coast Adventist School's unique K-12

d:smn;:e leaming program allows your child fo

from a Christian educcrﬁen 'nﬂexible

students in an online classroom ‘with face-io-fuce

instruction from live. qualified teachers.

The Process for Nominators:

Must be a stakeholder {superintendent, principal, school board member, teacher, pastor, school staff member, parent, student, or church member).
Must not be immediate family membersof the nominee.

If the nominee is a teaching principal, the nominator must select either Teaching or Administrator Award. All leteers of recommendation must sup-
port the appropriate award they are being nominated fer.

*Important- please check with local conference or boarding academy to see if the teacher and/or administrator that you want to recommend fulfills
the requirementsfor the Nominee noted below.

Must compiete the Nomination Form, | etter of Recommendation Form, and a Letter of Recommendation.

Must find two other stakeholders {one from each of the two other categories), unrelated to the nominee, to complete the Letter of Recommenda-
tion Form and write Letters of Recommendation. For example, If the nominator is someone from the School Leadership categoly (Supesintendent,
Principal, or School Board Member), the remaining two letters of recommendation must be from each of the remaining categories, one from
Colleagues (Teacher, Pas#r, or School Staff Member) and one from Schoo! Community (Parent, Student, or Church Member).

Nominee:

Must have a valid Standard, Professlonal, or Administrator denominational teaching certificate.

Recipient of teacher award must have a minimum of one full year teaching experience in the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada school
System.

Recipient of the administrator award must have a minimum of two years of administrator experience at the current school to be eligible for the
administrator award.

Must be a teacheror administrator who is employed atleast half time for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada school system.

Must not have received an Excellence Award within the last five years.

(A list of teachers who have received awards are posted on CAI™net— http;//catnet.adventist.ca.)

It is our hope that the SDACC Excellence in Education Award will inspire our teachers and school administrators to always strive for excellence in teaching
and seivice, and that those who are presented with this prestigious award will truly appreciate it as a token of our thanks for having them as excellent
teachers in our school system.

Please take the time to nominate your Adventist Schoel teacher ar principal teday. Nomination forms can be found on CAT—net,
http://catnet.advenist.ca under Resources- SDACC- Excellence-in Education Award or you may call the SDACC Office of Education at 905.433.0011 x2072,

L Vg

gDeadline APTil ISP i g~
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8 Announcements

PROCESS:

« All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcemenss,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries,and tributes}should
be emailed to Aimee Perez
(perez.aimee®adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attentlon at
905/433-0982.

« Everyindividual named in
the announcement mustbe
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

« Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate ferm,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable} are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

« The Messenger assumes no
liabitity for typoaraphical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

« For more information about
Messenger announcement
policies, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click *Writers'
Guidelines” then click
“announcements.”

B Annoucements

64*TJA/CAA Alumni Homecoming
Weekend— Cra whord Adventist
Acadmwy will be hn[ding ics 64"
Alumni Homccuminchtktnd on
May 27 and 28, 2017, honouring
TJA classes of 1982 (Grade 12), 1977
(Grade 10}, 1972 (Grade 10), 1967,
and all classes prior: CAA Classcs of
2007.2002,1997, 1992,and 1987, We
welcome all our alumni and families,
former and currenr administracors,
board members, faculry & sraff|
parents, friends and supporters.
Please cantact Judy Cardana Gamez,
Development Director, 416/633-0090
/ tell-free 866/960-2125 ext. 248 or
jgatncz@eadsb.com. Visic our otficial
websice www.caasda.com; Follow us
an Twitter @T JACAAAlumni; like
us on Facebook “The Ofticial TIA/
CAA Alumni Group!” (5/17)

Okanagan (Adventist} Academy:
100™ Anniversary Centennial
Celebration. Calling all Alumni,
Teachers, Students, and Staff (an)'cmc
who ever atendor was odherwise
involved ) to join us June 30-July 2,
2017. Go o www.okaa.ca, elick on
“Alumni” to regiswer fur che weckend,
Sabbach lunch, and to reserve an
OKA(A) History book. Farquesaons,
please email okaaalumni@shaw.ca.

Join us for an opporunity toteconnect
with triends and clagsmaces where
studencs are “Developing Purpose
and Shaping Character”

The Heritage Green Adventist
Churchislooking for the following
missing members: Nan Badiuk,
Jan Badiuk, Roberr Beaurivage,
Asene Benavides. lrma Bendasel,
Chauzinc Bowman, Maxinc Bowman,
Sean Bowman, Efeonore Budny,
Hector Cruz, Alftedo Henson, Gina
Kretschman, Paulin LaChauce, Linda
Linger, Rebecca Marron, Veronica
Perre, Alexandra Tabora, Fernando
Tabora, Marbella Tabora, Nonna
Tabora, Maria Temple, Roland
TC”]P[C. |1‘you J\-\VC acurrent phnnc
number and address for any of these
people, please cantact Pascar Paul
Caseyac905/973-5750 ot peasey @
advendistontario.org.

The British Columbia Conference
Is looking for the following
missing members: Kenneth and
Irene Dewelez, Hilda Fgglestone
Pr.escon, John and Florence Glever,
Anchany and Debxarah Greant,
Douglas and Joan Harter, Linda
Harumann {Neish), Ernesto and
Arlene Mindoro, Donald Mullen,
Susan Pang, Pauline Pawlinosky’,
Lorne Porentier, Sheila :nd David
Price, David Roberes, Wesley and
Lenna Schaltz, Margarer Seruggs,
Gordon and Bessie Sheers, Judith
Smich, Edward and Geraldine Smich,
Zoe and Burton Weiss. If vou have a
current p]\onc numhcr ﬂnd addresx
for any of thesc people, please contact
Escher Kuppers ac 604/853-5451 ext.
331 ur:kupp:(s@bcadwntisr,t.n

H New Members

MARITIME

Faith Belhomme was baprized in
Pugwash, N.S. ac campreeting on
July 22,2016, by her tather, Gary
Belhomme. She is now a member of
the Fox Point church,

Merel Douglas Chase was baprized
in Bridgewarer. N.S..on Nov. 12,2016.
by Pedro Graga. Heisa member of
the Bridgewater church.

Jeff Chetwynd was ancepeed on
profession of faicth on Oct. 29, 2016.
Hcis nowa manber ofthe Monceon
church.

Peter Doucet was accepred on
pmfc.uinn of faith on Nav. 19, 2016.
He is now amembcrofthe Monceon
Chlll’ﬂl’h

Pauline Hood was baprized in
Charlor:crown. PE.,, onNov. 12,2016,
by Métird Satomon. Sheisnow s
member of the Charlareceawn church.

Abby Htoo and her husband, Plch
Hroo, were: baptized in Moncton,
N.B.,,on Dec. 17,2016, by Mérard
S‘J'nmth Thty are now mClnl‘Crb ()’:

the Moncton church.

Judy McGregor was baprized in
Charloctetawn PE, on Nav. 12,
2016, by Mérard Salomon. She is
now a member of the Charlotcetewn
church.

Ludwig Enzique Pineda Menard
was baprized irs Moncton, N.B., on
Dee. 17, 2016, b)' Mérard Salamon.
Heis now a member ot the Moncron
church.

Peter Shelfoan was haptized in
Charlottctown. P.E, on Nev. 12,
2016, by Mérard Salomon. Heiis
now a member of the Chatlorw town
church.

Chriistine Trenholm was accepred
on profcs(ion of fCaith an Nec. 17,
2016, in Moncton N.B. She is now

a membher of che Mancton church.

Datlas Urquhart was baptized in
Moncton, N.B,,on Dec. 17, 2016,
by Méeard Salomon. Sheis nowa
membee of the Monetan church.

8 Anniversaries

Daniel .nd Barbara Hraenyk of
Toronto, Onc., celebrared dheir 50+
weddingnnni\'ersary on Nov. 20,

2016. Acelebration was held in their
home with many fricnds, family, and
neighbours. The Hrenyks have two
children and one grandchild,

H Obituaries

Lalbela Chhangte was born on
June2, 1934, in l.ungdni, Mizaram,
India, and died on Nov. 13,2016, in
Courtice, Ont. [n Can-adh, he wotked
asa colpmrcur in St.John's, Nfld,, ar
the Advenast school in Corner Brook,
Nild., and at Coﬂcgc Waodwork in
Oshawa, Ont..as wellasserving 18
years ac schaols in India. Lalbela is
predeceased by his parents, Jhanhranga

announcements

and Lalzapi Chhangte; brochers,
Lawrathanga Chhangre, Jhianbawia
Chhangte, and Lalngaihthanga
Chhangees sisters, Darduangi and
Darmawii. Surviving: wife. Elsie
(née Chawngrhu) Chhangres sans,
Lawrence (Nicole) Chhangpe, Kev'in
(Abishag) Chhangre; danghecrs,
Cordelia (Antheny) Philips and
Donna (Kevin) Pluc; brother,
La'ngaizua]a Chhangr&:‘. and l'hI'CC
grandehildren.

Irma (née Longard) Graves was
born an March &, 1939, in Halif ax,
NS.. and died on Nov. 14, 2016, in
Halifax. She was a long’(imc mcmbecy
of che Halifax church. Irma s prede-
CERSEd b)’ "\El' pll‘ﬂl’lr& Gilbel‘t Z\I\d
Dorothy Longard: and brother,
Laurie Longard. Surviving: husband,
Dennis Graves; sons, Dwighr (Marilyn}
Graves of Bayside, N.S., John (Dawn)
Craves of Upper Sackville, NUS.,
Geoftrey Graves of Bayside, and
Christopher (Ivana) Graves of
Vancouver, B.C; daughters, Pamela
Graves of Halif ax, Teeri Graves of
Baremouch. N.S.: seven grandchildren

and one grea(.gr.mduhild.

Myrtle Eleanor (née Clarke)
Grovetwvasharn on May 23, 193§,
in Edmoncon, Alta.. and died on
Nov. 3, 2016, in Spruce Vicw, Alea.
Alehough she lefe high school in
Grade 11, she contimed to rake
courses, and enc of her proude st
achievements was earning her GED
a few weeks before her 6Och birthday.
Myrtle is predeceased by her firse
husband, Echui:[ Raposo: sccond
husband. Alberc Grovet; patents,
Charlesand Maude (née Hagcr}
Clarke; and brecher. Robert Clarke.
Sutviving: sons, Tony (Jn)’cc)
Raposo and Amario (Sylvia)
Raposa; daughrers, Maria (Allen)
Haubrich, D"a(Heath) Hurren,
and Alda (Kevin) Caaray; biathers,
Allen Clarke and Elmer Clarke;
sisters, Gertrude, Violet, andd
Margaret:and nine grandchildren.

Mary (née Wilson} Hubbard was
botn on Dec. 24, 1922, in Shafron,
Fngland, and dicd on July 18, 2016,
in Lethbridge, Alra. She was a faichful
andacrive member afthe Lechb ridgc
church for 52 years, serving in many
pasicions. She was mast laved for
here ncoumgingwonh’, phonc calls,
prayers, and smile. Mary is predeceased
by her husband, Alfred Hubbard:
pacents, Samuel and Edith Wilson;
and son-in-law, Fred Kwan. Surviving:
sons, Ken (Doris) Hubbard of Red
Poer, Alea. And Philip (Anncree)
Hubbard of Lechbridge; daugheer,
iLinda Kwan of Port FIyin, One;

five grandchildren and seven grear-
gr:m&chﬂdrcn.

Clifford Norman Martin was born
on April 4, 1929, in Fdmonton, Alra.,
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and died on Nov. 30, 2016, in
Kelowna, B.C. He built the married
studenc quarcers at Fulton Colkge

in Fiji. Clifford is predeceased by his
parents, Harryannd Hilda Martin; and
hrother, Clarence Marrin. Surviving:
wife, Margarer Elsie (née Lamming)
Marin; sons, Wayne (Virinia)
Martin, Teery Marein, Howard
(Lonise) Martin, and Barvy {Isa:helle)
Marcin: daughrer. Lorinda (Bil)
Andersen; brother, Gord (Ella)
Marcun; 13 grandchildren and 16
greac-grandchildren.

Mar jorie (née Bell) Severtson
was horn on Junc 22, 1922, in Sylvan
Lake, Alea,, and died on July 4. 2016,
in Sylvan [ake. She served hee Sylvan
Lake church for many vears asthe
pa(hﬂnder IE{‘&E’, commun i[)’ ser\'ices
leader, and chusch pianise. Marjorie
also served as a missionary, teaching
nurscs’ tratning in Nicaragua for four
years. Marcjorie ispredeccased by her
husband, Archur Severmon, Sur\'i\'ing:
sons. Keith (Tara) Severcson of
Bragg Crudk, Alea, Doke (Jerralyn)
Severtson of Sylvan Lake; daugheer,
Beth (Carl) Scverrson of Tovonto,
One; five grandchildeen and one
great-grandchild.

Ferris Williams was born on Sepc.
26, 1929, in Charloreeville, Tohago,
and died on June L0, 2016, in Oshawa,
Qne. He liwed in Saskaroon, Sask., for
40 vears. where he cerved in numenons
church positions. Surviving: wife,
Ermine Williams;: sons. Michael
(Qlive) Williams of W hithy, Ont,
Novak Williams of Ttesno, C.dt.,
and Gerharde (Suzzerce) Williams

of Qshawa: daugheer, Parricia Dale
(Carleon) Roulston of Scatborough,
QOne,; nine gmndchi]drun and two
greac-grandchildren.

H Tribute

Lalbela Chhangte

Jun. 2,1934-Nov. 12,2016
Before immigmringto(‘.nnnda in
1981, Lalbela Chhangte worked in
[ndra fer 18 years. His work included
headmascerar Helen Lowry Schoolin

March 2017 %4

Mizoram andat Adventist Tiaining
Schoolin .\'(cgh:li:\yu. In Canada he
worked asa colporzeur in St. John's,
Ntld, and a reacher at the Advencisc
School in Corner Brook, Nfld. He
alvo worked at College Woodwork ac
Kingsway College. Before he passed
away, with penenous donations
teceived from members of College
Park Church throngh Mizo Mission,
he and his wife built four churches
and supplied benches for a number
Of orhcr ChUrChCS. COmPU(CI'3 '.lnd
printers, beds and scudenc desks
fOr SChUﬂ]S in t}K Indi:m staccs nf
Mizoramand Assam.

lalbela iy survived hy his wife,
Elsie Chhangte; childien, Cordclia
(Anchony Philips) Chhangte, Donna
(Kevin Plur) Chhangee, Lawsence
(Nicole Cusrier) Chhangre, Kevin
(Abishag) Chhangge; and a brocher,
Lalngaizuala (Lianmawii} Chhangge.
His four brothers and cwo sisters
predeceased him.

B Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

+ All advertising should
be submitted with local
conference approval.

« Payment must accompany
yotte ad, or it will not be
published.

«The Messenger assumes
no responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, nor liability
for the advertisements.
Acceptance of ads €oes not
constitute endorsement of
the products or services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RATES:

For ads rates, sizes, deadlines,
and more, visit: www.adventist.
ca/messensger.

Amazing
Discoveries

ACCOUNTANT
MARKETING SPECIALIST
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST
CONTENT WRITER
VIDED EDITOR
CUSTOMER CARE REP
| EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

www.amazingdiscoveries.org

“Unbelievable Non GMO Gourmet Vegan Meats”
SGW God has opened the door to allow us to expand across
|t§ the countiy. We are not iooking for employees but we
are looking for some Gog fearing people who believe
inthe heaith message and would be interested in a meanstoreach the worid
while also providing a means to be self sufficient by running your own business.
if you, or an SDA you know, would ilke to manage a region for us, visit our web-
siteand contact us. This is not a MLM business but a traditional business to be
based in your home ot existing store. Our Information Pack Includes sampies
plus everything you needto get started. Thank you for your interest, we fook
foiwerd to hearing from you. God Bless!

H Advertisements

Vegan Friendly—TruHealth-
Fat-Loss-System. Fxrremely
effecuive, health-building, bone/lean
mass/energy improving, 3-product
system includes (1) good—msr.ing
pea/rice bran protein shake, (2)
TruShape capsule chae converes body
fac into energy, (:3) delicious TruPure
cell-cleanse daily drink. www.firse
rimeever.ca Vivian chegoodlife @lic-
tldoon.ca 888.301.3338 (6/17)

Fountainview Academy is an
80-srudenc boardingschool nestred
in the pristine mounrcains of Bricish
Colmb'a. L::lding young people to
Christisour first priotity. Wearean
ﬂCC(Cdier SC]’]OOI \Vi(h :lnCX.CL'“L'Il['

www.SeriouslyitsNOT.com

vacacional rraining program.To see a
lise of our current job openings, which
inclucles an laduscry Manaper und a

Farm Manager, please visic our websise
wwavfountainviewacademy.ca. (7/17)

Authors of cookbooks, health
h(lﬂks, childrcn.s ch:lprcr :\nd picturc
books, call 800/367- (844 ter vour
ﬁ‘ffc\'.’l'llﬂ[iofh WC I)Uh““h :l“ I‘J()Ok
formars, distribute ro over 39,000
hookscorex in 22¢ counrrices. Find
our et titles at yourlocal ABC or
wwnv. TEACHServices.com—auved
SDA beoks at www 1NFBookscom.
(8/17)

Elizabeth View Be d & Breakfast,
cnn\’cnicnﬂ)’ |u|_‘arcd nexrro Bllmlﬁn
Universicy in Lacombe, AB. Privace
cnrrance, h:l(hfl)()m: :lnd bl’CﬂkﬁUr
served in personal lounging area.
Onverlooks Lake Flizaherh wich its
mantained walkingserails. ideal foe
husiness or ple:lsura www elizaherh
view.ca. Conract Dicinne ac 403/782-
3407.(5/17)

Remnant Publications has

the perfect study Bible thac

will enhance personal devotions for
h(‘[h .’ld\]][s :md Ch”erTL WC can
also provide you with sharingbooks,
pockechooks, and DVDs to help you
teach your communicy with che
gmpel. Visit your ABC, ot www
remnantpublicadons.comorcall
800/423-1319 bor a free cacalog,
(8/17)

Maui Vacation Condo: rclaxing
and afterdable. Only a 3-min. walk
to theheach! 1-hdrmw/kinghed.
Clean, comforeable, wel-maineained.
Slecps 4. Fully fumished kicchen,
washer/dsyer, and moret L parking,
Wi-Fi, and calls co Canada/U.S.!
Fricndly ¥iiveiSD A chutch neacby.,
Visit us at wwiw.vebo.cem/62799.
Email: mauivisral 125@gmail.com
or call Ma.rk 909/800-9841 (USA).
(7117)

Hawaii Vacation Condo Rentals:
Autheno'e “Hawaiian Planration-style,”
full kiechens, 2-minute walk co beach/
famous 8-mile oceanside w:llking
pach. Relax, rejuvenate, explore, the
heanciful “Garden Eile Kauai"—
carch’s paradise! Resoreincludes 3
pools/hot spas, picnic/guilling areas,
free WiFi/p:lrl(ing. acriviey concicrgc.
5 minutes to chureh, walkingdistance
ta rustauranes/shops/local encereain-
ment/hkingparks/allamenities, and
only 15 minures from Lihneairporr.
View/book online: www.vrbo.com/
862188 (Qucen hedl), wwnvvrho.
com/cooms/862194 (King bed).
wwwvrhe.com/862193 (2 double
heds), Lyle/Vivian: chegoodlif c@
liccleloon.ca; $88/301-3338. (6/17)

We're seeking aused marimbaor
xylophone or vibraphone to purchase.
Please: email sceveplummer7@yahoe.

com. (3/17)
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Connect toany TV « Record your favorite shows « [PTV Ready*
*You musthaveintemet at home to watch non-satellite channels

Please ask us about
INTERNET Channels

Watch Available IPTV
= Channels via Internet

Complete satellite system $299CAN

Plus shipping
No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions , gwg RO%!:“
Includes 36in Dish ystem 3

Plus shipping

FREE Install Kit

866-552-6882  www.adventistsat.com

Help Us REACH
More Children @

REACH Canéda

(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

We need your support to reach orphaned children
around the world, and give them the help they so
desperately need.

HopeChannel

Now available on
these cable stations:
Eastlink, Delta, Coastal,
and CityWest

citywS

eastlink

Your Support Helps Provide Orphans With...

¢ Home and Family ¢ Education and Guidance
* Food and Clothing e Security and Protection

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY!

[0 Yes! | will sponsor a child for $25 per month
Boy __Girl No Preference

O | do not wish to sponsor a child, but | would
like to make a donation of$ to the
__Joy Fund __Greatest Need _ Other

Name

Street

City Prov. pPC
Phone Email

TO DONATE, CALL: 905.925.1628
TO SPONSOR A CHILD, CALL: 301.879.4939

REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E. Whitby,
ON L1N 9G3, Canada = Phone: 905.925.1628

(.) Canada Tax Exempt #89503 4189 RROO1
www.reach.org = info@reachcanada.org
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ON JAN. 29,2017, AHEARTBREAKING TRAGEDY STRUCK QUEBEC CITY,
QUE. Dozens of Muslim men, having gathered at their local mosque for Sunday
prayers, lost their sense of securiry in cheir house of worship when a gunman
cntered their prayer room and opened fire. Earlier that evening six families likely
had dinner, not knowing that rhey would see their loved ones for the last time.
Wives became widows, and children became fatherless.

Unfortunately, sceneslike this are all too common today. Images of violence
around the world infilerate our homes and mind.s. This parricular tragedy hies
home, literally, on Canadian soil.

Canada has always been known as a country with people as diverse as its
landscape. As members of the worldwide Adventist Church, we know something
about diversity too. According to a recent study by The Pew Rescarch Centre,
Seventhday Advenrisrs are the most r-.\cia“y diverse re[igious group in the Unirted
Seates.! We may strugg]c withitat times, but I love the diversity within our church,
and I recognize the opportunity it presents for our churches to spread the gospel
message to every nation,tribe, rongue, and people.

In addition to our health message, the Seventh-day Adventist Church isalso
known for its involvement in religious liberry. Our churches are poised ro become
centres ()“‘u)pc and wholeness in our communitics. Thisisa great upp()rtunity
for us. Imagineif our churches held rallies for tolerance and religious liberty in
our churches as we do coaking schools and smoking cessation seminars.

When I conducted seminars at SharcHim outreach cvents on connecting with
the conununity, I would often ask, “ Whac does a church have to do to get visicors
to return a sccond time?” Answicrs rangcd from, “Be lnving” and “Be cnring" to
“Hold potluck.” While there were plenty of good respenses, my answer is this:
We've gor co ger chem in the first time.

Many of us have read the oft-quoted passage from Ellen White's Ministry of
Healing: “Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching the people.
The Saviour mingkd with men as one who desired their g()ud. He showed His
sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then
He bade them, ‘Follow Me*?

The cnlamity in Qucl)cc is an excellent uppurtunity ro connect with ncighbnurs.
co-workers, friends of all faith and non-faith communities, to do that one thing
to get people in our churches for the flrst time. ®

Stao Jensen, editor 1 hitps://goo.gl/XabkbZ
Canadian Adventist Messenger 2 p143.

PS: The Messenser is always feoking fer ston'es en how lecal churches involveand engage their
communities. If yeu have a stery te tefl, email me at jensen.stan@adventist.ca.
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B Most to You!?

“Those who loved you and were

helped by you, will remember you....”
Charles Spurgeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca or call 905-433-0011, ext. 2078
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Clean water brings joy and opportunity. The gift of water prevents disease, allows children
to attend school, and helps to provide better nutrition for families.

Visit www.adra.ca/thegiftofwater to find out more.

@ADRA* Canada

20 Robert St. W. Newcastle, ON L1B 1C6 | 1-888-274-2372 | www.adra.ca



