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h e a r t  t o  h e a r t 

''We must work the works of him 

who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming, when no one can work. 

As long as I am in the world, I am 

the light of the world.'' 
-John 9:4, 5, ESV 

With Jesus 
ave you ever wished you could have Jcsus with you-even just 
for a day-before He rewrns for good? Whar would char be like? 
If you had Jesus with you for a day, where would you rake Him? 

W hat do you suppose He would wane to do while you were together? 
Once, while travelling. Jesus saw a fellow who had been blind his 

whole life. Th<.: disciples thought th<.:y'd get som<.: th<.:ology out of the 
encounter, but Jesus didn't bite. Ins read, He spoke of d1e w·gency ro do 
the work of God while it was still possible. 

What did Jesus consider to be the work of God? Healing the blind, 
caring for the lame, listening ro rhe one who couldn't speak clearly. 
These were a.! I things He knew were the work of God. And what set_� 
God apart from us is that through His intervening power, He could 
jusr walk up ro someone and heal him or her, chen and rhere . 

Maybe if I had Jesus for 24 hours, we'd just go around and heal 
people . I rhink He'd like rhar, and can you imagine whar rhar would be 
like? Maybe hit a couple of hospitals in the morning and then swp by 
some homes where you know d1at Jesus would make a big difference? 

Really soon, Jesus is going ro heal on a scale that's unfathomable, 
but until rhcn you and I can bring a little of the light of Jesus into d11: 
world. How, you ask? By caring for those whom Jesus would heal if we 
had Him for a day. 

And d1at, my friend, is why every year, in Advemist churches across 
Canada, we take an offering in April so we can minister ro those around 
us who arc blind. That's why we.: do Camps for the.: Blind. That's why the 
Omario Conference recendy launched a church for rhe blind in rhe 
Grcatt:r TorontO Area. 

Please don't forget the Offering for d1e Blind, and please take time 
ro serve rhose whom Jesus would heal if you had Him for a day before 
He c.:omc.:s again. • 

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. 
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• Missionary service in Canada 

• A team-setting environment 

• Experience praying for people and sharing literature about Jesus 

• Food, accommodation & transportation is provided 

• Additional scholarships for students attending 
Canadian Adventist schools 
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WHEN MOST OF US THINK OF THE WORD WASH, 
we think of the act of washing, of making things clean by using 
water and soap to remove dirt. 

When the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (A ORA) 
us�.:s the term WASH, we: arc sp�.:aking of Wat�.:r, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene. WASH is a serious public health concern in countries 
all over the world. Lack of clean water and proper sanitation, 
as well as the neglect of hygiene causes prevenrable illness and 
even death. Without access to WASH, families can remain 
locked in pov�.:rty. 

L1 Cambodia, ADRA has been working for several years 
to bring the benefitS ofWASH w communities living in hard­
to-reach areas. 

The name Siem Reap conjures visions of the awe-inspiring 
temple.: complex of Angor War. Buddhist monks in brilliant 
orange robes, and the busrling night marker. 

Srib and her family, however, live far from the tourist-filled 
city iJl a rural farming village. Srib has never been w school . Her 
husband has a Grade 4 education. Supporting their six children 
with no income was a struggle. 

When ADRA began the project in her village, Srib saw an 
opportunity to create a better life for her family, and she eagerly 
join�.:d th�.: group. Sh�.: kam�.:d how to raise chich:ns and how co 
culrivare pumpkins, wimer melons, cucumbers, bananas, eggplant, 
mangoes, and chilies. Thc food she grows is just enough w feed 
her family. 

Chickens and gardens need water, so ADRA ensured that a 
w�.:U was install�.:d at Srib's hom�.:. Srib no longer had to buy wat�.:r 
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or use a neighbour's well. Her well provided enough water for 
all ofSrib's othcr houschold nceds. such as cooking, washing. 
and cleaning. ADRA also helped to provide a latrine, as rhe 
family could not afford one on their own and were using open 
fields as their toiler. Srib's family is now happier and healthier. 

Ar ADRA we want to maximize our impacr on the communities 
we work with, S(l wc source our projcct materials from local 
suppliers whenever possible. 

Sarin and his wife, Sophoan, are the proud owners of a larrine 
and wdl-making business that also supplies water Hirers. Th�.:y 
opened their business over six years ago. When rhey opened 
the business, not everyone in the communities understood the 
importance of WASH, bur ADRA's awareness-raising sessions 
have changed the villagers' mindset. Sarin says that the ADRA 
project has increased thdr business by 70 to 80 percent. Th�.:y 
have hired another three workers and now have sLx full-rime 
staff They install the wells and latrines f'rom parts that arc 
manufactured at their warehouse. Sarin enjoys visiting with his 
customers because everyone is happy when he arrives w insrall 
a wdl or a latrine. Although Sarin and Sophoan ar�.: not dir�.:ct 
beneficiaries of the project, as partners their lives, roo, have 
changed for the better. 

Your generous support of ADRA's work is making a real 
difference to real families in real communides in � Cambodia and around the world. • � 

Sharmil/a Reid is the supporter AUl � 
relations director for ADRA Canada. ( :ar1ada 



the same things harder or more is 
going to accomplish what is needed." 

he Ministerial Association of the General 
Confc.:rcncc ofSevenrh-day AdventistS 
pubLshed a  documenr as pan of their 2010 

Annual Council, on Ocr. II, 2010. The 
document is titl�d "God's Promisc.:d Gift." Hen: arc 
the in rroducrory paragraphs, under the first section 
hc.:ading, "An Urgent App.:al for R.:vival, Reformation, 
Discipleship, and Evangelism": 

God has uniquely called the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church both to live and to proclaim His last-day 

message of love and truth to the world (Revelation 

14:6-12). The challenge of reaching the more than 

6 billion people on planet Earth with His end-time 

message seems impossible. The task is overwhelming. 

From a human perspective, the rapid fulfillment of 
Christ's Great Commission anytime soon appears 

unlikely(Matthew 28:19, 20). 

The church's growth rate is simply not keeping pace 

with the world's burgeoning population. An honest 

evaluation of our current evangelistic impact on 

the world leads to the conclusion that unless there 

is a dramatic change, we will not complete heaven's 

assignment in this generarion. ln spite of our best efforts, 

all our plans, strategies, and resources are incapable 

of finishing God's mission for His glory on earth. 

As you read this, I wond.:r if you arc Struck with the 
things we confess to ow·selves. This admission means 
that if we keep doing what we are doing, we will keep 
g�:cting chc same results we arc gcrting. If we. as a church. 
continue the cmrenr path, we will nor finish the mission 
God has placed before us. Doing the same things harder 
or more is not going co accomplish what is needed. We 
must change what we believe and understand about our 
calling and what a discip le knows in his or her heart. 

I believe rhat God does want us to finish our work 
of shar ing the gospel-and soon! So. in order for chis 
ro happen, we, as a church and as disciples, need fom 
things inscUled in our minds and hearrs. 

SPECIALNESS, URGENCY, RELATIONSHIPS, 
AND EXPECTANCY (SURE) 

• Specialness-We are Chosen: God has already 
chosen us as His special people. \'<1e have a God­
sized mission and vision we can accomplish through 
His power. \'Qe are a called-out movement brought 
rogerher for His purposes ro do what no one else can 
do in our community. 

• Urgency-It is che end times: We are in the last 

days of earth's history. ]c.: sus is coming soon! There 
are souls in our community ro rescue. Being active 
disciples is God's way tO reach people. Total member 
involvement is what is needed now. 

• Relationships-With God and witl1 otl1ers: Firsr 
we must be connected with our t:me Friend ,Jesus. Then 
we will be ready to develop crusting relationships 
within che church and throughout the community 
around us. 

• Expectancy-God is eager to perform miracles: 
God is all-powerful. God's will for our conferences, 
churches, schoo ls, and institurions is to grow, and 
what God wills can happen if we cooperate. \'<1c arc 
to look for and recognize the m iracles of God and 
expect many more mirac les as we share the good 
news across Canada and beyond. 

Where must chis begin? lt must begin with each one 
of us knowing that we arc weak and helpless bm chat we 
serve an all-powerful, all-knowing God. I w·ge you co 
seek co understand what it means robe a true disciple 
and not just a member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Chmch. It means that you 
are SURE of your faith and in whom 
you believe. Witl1 God, all things are 
possible. We can even complete our 
mission in Canada through His 
guidance and suengtl1. Be SURE! • 

David Ripley is president of the 
Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference. 

1 Ministerial Association of the General Conference of Seventh·day Adventists, "God's Promised Gift," l'fj March 2017 October 11. 201 0. http://cdn.ministerialassociation.org/docs/ Annual-Council-201 0-Gods-promised-gift.pdf. 7 



Q: 

A 

How come new Christians seem so much more authentic 
than Christians who have been members for years? 

Good thing you said ''seem" instead of''are;· because perceptions 
are quite tricky. 

Seasoned Christians are not necessarily less authentic than their 
newly converted friends. They are at a different stage in their 
relationship with God; that's all. Is an elderly couple less committed 
because they sit quietly on a park bench instead of chasing after 
each other, running on the grass? 

The church needs people in all stages of life, even Christian life. New 
Christians provide vitality, energy. They try new ways of doing things; 
they are not afraid to explore. "Middle age" Christians bring strength 
and know-how. They will support the new adventurers. Seasoned 
Christians bring maturity to the table. They've been there for a long 
time and are an endless supply of wisdom. 

I'll leave you with this illustration: New converts are the long 
branches of a tree that aim to reach the sky. Middle-age Christians 
are the strong and thick trunk that support those branches. And the 
seasoned Christians are the roots that reach deep into the ground. 
When you combine the three, you'll end up with a majestic tree full of 
life that houses birds and provides refuge for countless creatures. • 

Do you have a question for Pastor Josue Sanchez? Email itto messenger@adventlst.ca. 



To be a good hunter, a barn owl 
only has to believe what its ears tell 
it about its prey and then act on 
that information without delay. The 
Reformers taught that anyone who 
has faith and believes in Jesus will 
be saved (sola fide). 

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God-Romans 10:17, NKJV 

Barn owls rely on their amazing hearing ability 
to find food. They have to be able to locate mice 
moving about in the grass in order to hunt them. 
Although you can't see an owl's ears because they're 
hidden by feathers, they're very keenly tuned hearing 
instruments. But hearing well, for a barn owl, doesn't 
begin with the ears. The barn owl's excellent hearing 
relies on the amazing design features God used to 
make the owl's face and head. 

A barn owl's face is divided down the middle 
by a ridge of feathers that splits the face into two 
sound-collecting dishes. Sound waves collected in 
these facial dishes are directed by the feathers toward 
the ears. The left ear, which points downward, is 
located higher on the owl's face than the right ear, 
which tilts upward. This remarkable design makes 
it possible for a flying owl to instantly pinpoint the 
exact location of a mouse on the ground below it. 

Pray that God will increase 
your faith and help you to 
always and quickly obey His 
Word. Then, when you hear 
the word of God, believe it, 

and act on it immediately 
while the Impression is still 
strong on your heart. 

Tammie Burak and her family enjoy studying 
and learning from God's creation. You can 
contact her at tammie.burak@gmail.com. 
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Ron and Nicole Sydenham have made a lasting impact on Burman 

University in countless ways. Growing up, I always looked forward to Pastor 

Ron's sermons, loving the moments when he would make a joke to Nicole in 

the audience, and the two of them would share a laugh with the congregation. 

Bur it's not just the humour and cheerfulness these two so easily radiate that 

has affected the Hilltop. An entire book could be written about the journey 

that they are shar ing, bur until it's written, we'll share a few highlights. 
RON AND NICOLE BOTH GREW UP IN MONTREAL, QUE., were raised in 
the Catholic Church, and joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the 
sumrn�r of 1979. Just a few months after their baptism, Ron felt the call to b� a 
pastor. The rwo of them packed up and moved to study on our very own campus 
in Lacombe, A Ira. After graduating in 19ll3, they accepted a call tO the.: Weybum· 
Estevan District in Saskatchewan. From there, they moved to Andrews 
University, where Pastor Ron enrolled in the Master of Divinity Program. 

Now, it is important to note: that according co Pastor Ron, ministry is 
a "ream approach." While he was accending Andrews, Nicole was selling 
Tuppc:rwan: and supporting thc:ir family of six. Whc:n Ron graduarc:d from 
the program, their family moved back to the Manitoba-Saskatchewan 
Conference to pastor in the Rosthern, Prince Albert, and Shell brook District 
until1988. when he was ordained. That same year they accepted a call to the 
Quebec Conference. In 1992 they transferred to rhe Henderson Highway 
Church in Winnipeg. In 1998. 15 years after he graduated from CUC, they 
made their way back to Lacombe, accepting the call to pastor the College 
Heighcs Church and blessing us with over 18 years of friendship, mentorship, 
and love. 

Pastor Ron would sum up the theme of their ministry as the importance 
of"the little things." He tells the srory about the power of seemingly small 
gcstur�s based on an exchange he had in a lounge of the Salt Lake City Airport 
on a Sunday. As Pastor Ron was waiting for his plane, a man walked up to him 
and said, "Aren't you Pastor Ron from College.: Heights Church?" Surprised, 
he said yes, and rhe man, who rurned om to be a pastor from British Colwnbia, 
expressed his appreciation for a book Pastor Ron had recommended in a 
previous s�rmon. At that moment, Pastor Ron realized just how powerful 
rhe !itcle. things are and just how much potenrial College Heights had, and 
still has, co positively affect the worldwide community. 

The most powerful testimony to the theme of their ministry is cl1e effect 
that "this litde light of theirs" has had on the srudenrs ofBurman University. 
Ron is often described as "the pastor who encouraged me to stay in the church:' 
and he is cherished for his "love and passion in seeing yOLmg adults succeed 
in their own unique ways." 

Rea-Anna Walters, a current Burman student, recalls: "\Vhen Pastor 
Ron came down from the pulpit, he never hesitated ro engage in personal 
conversations with pcopk he is a pastor who closed the gap bctwc.:cn a 
leader and a friend." 

So, thank you. Pastor Ron and Nicole, for sharing your ministry through 
"the little things"; it has touched our lives in a big way. • 

Jacqueline McCarty graduated from Burman University in May 2016 



p l a n n e d  g v i n g  & t r u s t  s e r v i c e s  

ave's 90m birthday parry fell on a hor summer day. 
Family and fric.:nds, stuffed with food and c.:ak�:, 
sought our shade as they gathered at the from of the 
family farm hou�c. anticipating the coming�urprise. 
Bees buzzed in the garden, and a breeze rustled the 
whear fields as chey whispered and waired. Dave 

stood. a little bc.:wildercd. hands in the pock�:rs of his old L�:vi's. 
a roorhpick in cl1e corner of his mourh, and his dusty, worn John 
Deere cap shading his eyes. From around the back, rhey heard, 
"pucki ra, puekita, puckita . . .  bang!" A moment later, a rusry, old 
cracror chugged around rhe side of the house-and a huge smile 
spread across Davd> face. 

As a surprise, Dave's grandson had revived one of rhe old 
John Deere tractors in the yard. The young man invited his 
granddad to take.: the whc.:d, so Dave.: climbd up into th�o: m�o:tal 
sear, engaged rhe clurch, and drove several laps around the yard, 
smiling and waving at his guests. 

Dave had been a farmer all his life. His father and his facl1er's 
father had tilled the same land that Dave's son and grandson now 
work. Dave and his f;unily kn�:w the importance of agriculture.: 
and rhe hard work ir required. 

God has blessed this family. While Dave considers himsdfa 
simple farmer, in worldly terms he is a wealrhy man. Like a good 
CEO, Dave surrounded himself with people knowledgeable in 
areas that he was not. Esrat�o: planning for farm own�:rs can b�: 
complex. Dave wanred to be fair. Some of his children are 
interested in farming, while others arc not-and therein lay 
the challenge of putting his affairs in order. 

Because rhe farm had been in rhe family for so long, rhere 

were valuable mineral righrs attached to the pro perry and the 
gravel on site fetch�:d a good price.:. All this had to be consid�:rcd. 
Beyond his family, Dave also wanred ro leave some of his esrare ro 
church affiliates like Burman Univer�ity. With the help of good 
lawyers, accow1tants, and individuals at the Alberta Conference 
Planned Giving deparnnenr, Dave was able ro creare a legacy 
with which he was happy. 

Dave wanred ro provide Burman Universiry wirh ongoing 
contributions. This could be done in several ways, bur in the 
end, Dave chose a Donor Advised Fund (DAF). 

A DAF is like serring up a personal chariry with our rhe setup 
costs and a board of directors, or having to write bylaws or apply 
for a charitable number. Through third parties, mosr of this is done 
for you. Initially, the DA F-called "Dave's Family Foundation" 
-was fundd by Dave. H�: r�:ceiv�:d a donation recdpt for his 
ILUnp sum conrriburion, afrer which the fund paid our a yearly 
amount to Burm:m University. To provide for these annual 
paymenrs, the money in rhe flmd is professionally invested. 

Anyone can conrribme addirional funds ro "Dave's Family 
FOtmdation" and r�:cdvc a donation reccipt for cach year th�:y 
give. When Dave passes away, his kids will decide where rhe 
annual payoutS will go. 

The day Dave finalized his estare plan, he was as happy as 
he was the day of his 90'h birthday parry, when his old tractor 
rounded the corner of his farmhous�: whilsr his family and 
closest friends watched and smiled along wid1 him. • 

Rick Wiegel is an investment 
advisor in Victoria, B.C. 

A Simple 

Dave was able to 
create a legacy with 
whi\h he was happy. 

... -f :--- \ 



w h e r e  a r e  t h e y  n o w  

.-----Where Are_ 
Ihev Now _ ____. 

Messenger catches up with former leaders of the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church in Canada. In this issue we talk with Herb Larsen Sr. 

Interview by J.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer. 

Herb and Lorraine larsen 
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Messenger: Tell me about.y(mr childhood. 
Herb Larsen Sr.: My parents were missionaries in 
China, where my father was the publishing din:ccor. I, 
along wirh my cwo brothers, were born in the Shanghai 
Sanitarium and Hospital. My mother wa.� a registered 
nurse and worked with Dr. Harry Miller. He was founder 
of che hospital and established a srrong medical presence 
in China. He.: was known as the "China Doctor .. and was 
also the invenror of rhe soy milk indusrry. General and 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek were regulars of the sanitarium. 

Following that, we moved co northern China to 
Muckdon. lc was in chis ciry that my cwo brothers and 
T would sit in our attic and look out a dormer window 
and warch as the Japanese Zeros bombed rhe city below. 
Because of the war, we were forced ro move back ro 
Shanghai, wh<:rc: we were evcnruaUy rescued by the: US 
marines and shipped co the Philippines and evenruaUy 
tll the.: Uniccd States. 

M: /If/hat brought you to Canada? 
H: Shortly afrer marrying my high school sweetheart, 
Lorraine Schneider, I was drafted inro the army and 
served as a medic during the Korean War. After serving 
my term, I was discharged from the Fon Lewis army 
base in T.'tcoma, W.'lsh. Lorraine's father, a piano runer 
and music business owner, and her mother made che 
radical dc.:cision ro movc from Wisconsin to British 
Colmnbia. We decided ro join chem in their move in 
the fall of I 955. seeding in Prince George. 

At that point i11 Canada's history, the immigration 
process involved simply showing up at the border, filling 
out some: papcrwork. going co thc old Abbotsford hospital 
for chesr X-rays, and rhe nexr day we became Canadian 
Landed Immigrant.�. My brorher·in-law, Arnie, and I 
formed a11d operated che Sdmeider & L·U'Sen Construction 



Co. out of Prince George in the summertime and Southern 
California, Loma Linda, and Los Angeles areas during 
the winter. 

M: What brougJJt you to CUC to study theology? 

H: \Vhile we lived in Prince George, an evangelise 
named John Holstein came ro conduct meetings and 
asked if I would join him in running the meetings. During 
rhis time of my life, I had been feeling the rug to give my 
life to God and enrer the ministry. Pastor Holstein strongly 
encouraged me to go to Canadian Union College and 
study for the minisrry. Shordy after char, 1 gave in to God's 
calling, and we, along with our three active boys, Herb 
Jr., Don, and Greg, moved ro Lacombe. 

After four years of poverty and sn·uggle, I graduated 
with a bachelor's degree in rheology on May 31, 1964. On 
the very day 1 graduated, we received a call from Phillip 
Moore$, then president of the Alberta Conference, to 
join the pastoral ream. But before we began serving, rhe 
conference chose co send us co Andrews University, where 
I graduated with a Master of Arcs on May 29, 1966. 

M: Whm� am/ in what positions have_you served t}Je dna·ch? 

H: We began our pMtoral duties as a district pasror for 
the Stettler, Sedgwick. Loyalist, and Hanna churches. 
Pasroring chose four churches and their wonderful 
tmmbm remains a highlight in my life until wday. In 
1968 we were invited ro join the AI berra Conference 
office as Lay Activities, Sabbath School, and Communi­

cation Department Director. Thus began a long and 
exciting relationship with Tony Kaytor, who became a 
kindred spirit for church visioning and asset development 
as we underrook many church-relared building projecrs 
to broaden the: work of the: confc:n:ncc:. 

My next assignment was as the lay activities director 
for the Washington Conference. After two years Elder 
Kayror, then president of the BC Conference, called 
us ro join tl1e ream as conference secretary. L1 1981 
we received a call to serve as president of the AI berea 
Conference. Upon acceptance, 1, along witl1 tl1e excellent 
leadership of John Howard, scarred rhe Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) Alberta, 
which Iacer moved ro tl1e Sevenrh-day Advenrisr Chmch 
in Canada (SDACC) in Oshawa and became ADRA 
Canada. Evangelism remained my passion while serving 
in Alberta, with rhe desire ro see lose souls find relevance 
in Jesus; that desire was the fuel that kept me passionate 
about serving our church. After serving as president of 
Alberta for seven years, in 1987 we were called to serve 
as executive sc.:crctary of chc: Lake Union Conference in 
Berrien Springs, Mich., until we rerired in 1999. 

M: As a Jomter builder tell me about your involvement 
in constrrtction in your ministry. 

H: By combining strong vision with aggressive dcvclop­

menr, I felt it a hwnble privilege co be involved in the 

development of many projects, including the fi11lowing: 
in Alberta, rhe Sherwood Park Nmsing Home in 
Edmonton as well as Foothills Camp; in Yellowknife, 
N.W.T., the church and gymnasium, a project made 
possible by a group of many of my pilot friends called 
Maranacha Flights International; at chc RC Conference, 
1 assisted in the building of rhe Whitehorse, Y.T .• chmch 
and in rhe building of a beamiful church and medical 
office in Prince Rupert, B.C. With chc grc:at financial 
supporr, voiLmreer labour, and rrades supporr of our BC 
Conference church members, the beautiful Camp Hope 
was constructed. These are some of the projects God 
chose to use my experience as a contraccor/builder. 

M: What broughtyort the gr·eatest joy i11 you I' ministry? 

H: The privilege I have had tO serve my church in 
whatever capacity God chose ro usc me: was simply chc 
mosr fulfilling experience 1 could have ever used my life 
for. I would have co say that probably my greatest joy 
and privilege came from being directly involved in 
evangelism. Through my entire service to rhe church, 
it has been my goal tube a soul winner to whomever I 
come in conracr with. As parr of that passion, I made ir 
a point to conduct at least one public evangelistic campaign 
per year throughout my entire ministry. To observe, 
firsthand, lost souls discovering Jesus was rhe caralysr I 
nccdcd to give me the energy. direction, and vision to 
engage in tl1e resr of tl1e internal church work. These 
<:vangdiscic campaigns also gave me the opportunity 

ro appreciate and associate witl1 the pastors and to gain 
perspective in what they were experiencing in their 
everyday ministry. 

M: 1(/l me abortt yom}1mily. 

H: I was so blc:sscd to have such a wonderful wifC.: as 
Lorraine. She was extremely ralenred in music, arr, and 
c:vcry avenue: of creativity. She: tirdc:ssly laboured beside: 
me, most of the time without pay, since she beUeved in 
the calling. We had three sons. Herb Jr. and Tammy have 
two adult sons, Ashley and Spencer: Don and Laura 
have two married daughrers,"Iaylor and Camille; and 
Greg has a son, Shane, and a daughter, Serena. 

M: Where are.yor.e now? 

H: After 60 years of marriage, I lost m)' beloved Lorraine 
to cancer on Sept. 4, 2013, and have since continued our 
retirement rourine of dividing my time between living 
in our Dc:scrt Hot Springs. Cali£. residence during the 
winter montl1s, returning ro om permanent home in 
Abbotsford for a couple: of springtime: months before: 
heading off to our cabin on Francois Lake, B.C., for the 
summer monrhs. 1 chen come home co Abbotsford for 
the fall to be near my children and grandchildren. As 
opportlU1ities come, I still preach and give Bible srudies. 
I attempt to sray physically active with daily walks plus 
golfing nearly every day in Desert Hot Springs. • 
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A Better 
World Canada allenges and rewards mark eight-month 

Adventure to Bolivia 

Cedlia, one of the young mothers at the orphanage, and student missionary Mikelle Wile plant 
lettuce in the garden IO<ated in front of Foundacion El Sauce orphanage. Wile has Cecilia's two· 

month· old baby on her back. 

Joshua Bradburn got to know Emanuel, who was orphaned at a young 
age. Emanuel, now nine, and five other orphaned boys came with 

Bradburn to foundad6n El Saute after their orphanage shut down. 

H igh in the foothills of Bolivia's Andean Mountains, two 
yotmg volunteers lived an advenrure helping children. 
Mikdle Wile ofYcllowknife. N.W.T.. and Joshua Bradburn 

of Tillamook, Ore., friends from L"lcombe's Burman University, 
volunteered ar orphanages in this South American country from 
Septcmber2015 to May2016. 

After doing their own fundraising, rhe pair received logistical 
supp(ln through A Bcm:r World Canada (ABW) and Burman 
University so their plans would rw1 smoothly. There were d1allenges 
at the ourset-from having ro rake on different responsibilities 
once thc.:y arrivc:d to disciplining appropriatdy and crying to 
commWlicate in Spanish. 

Instead of teaching English, both assumed a greatt:r parental 
role. Wile became a "house parent" to six girls and two boys at 
Foundaci6n El Sauce, located near a tiny village and three hours 
from the city of Santa Cruz. Bradburn found himself cooking , 
gardening, and looking after ocher duries ro help house parems 
at the orphanage where he stayed. 

Wile learned most ofFoundaci6n E1 Sauce's children had either 
been abandoned or taken by government authorities because of 
m:gk:ct. Some: wc:rc: vc:ry young mothc:rs who had become: prc:gnant 
as a result of incesr. "The lnrdest thing was that 1 wanted ro give 
so much to the kids, and I saw that they had a great need," said 
Wile, 21. "They had gone through a lot of trawna. You were 
wondering if you were helping them enough." 

Wile taught hymns and "silly songs" to lift the children's spiritS. 
The volunteers rook the 26 children on a short vacation ro east 
Bolivia. Wile said she experienced loneliness after fellow Burman 
University student Kaylie Copeland returned to Canada af ter 
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two months. Wile's faith in God grew; she was impressed to call 
on Him with any concerns she had . 

Three German women came t(l volunteer, and so did Bradburn, 
who brought along six boys after rhe orphanage where he stayed 
had closed because of financial difficulties. W hile at both 
orphanages, Bradburn typically got up at 5:30 a.m. for some 
quiet time and chen worked until about II p.m. 

"There is so much need in the world, and if those opporrunities 
could be presented to yomh, I think they'd be more willing ro 
seep up and get involved;' said Bradburn, 2.1. He said Burman 
University leaders wc:rc proud to smd chc:m as studt:nt missionaries 
so they could live our their faith through active service. The 
biology student said this is the way he wams to live his life now 
and in his future career. 

Wile also discovered her passion. The Andrews University 
studc:nt is now caking social work inm:ad of education. "\XIhm 
we were in Bolivia, we really felt we were doing somecl1ing really 
purposeful," she said. A Ikner World Canada encourages youth 
participation so they will become liteiong humanitarians. 

"We are developing these volunteers and giving them oppor­
tunitic:s to Wldustand the: world and giving them hands-on 
experiences abom poverty, lack of clean water, and so on;' said 
A B\'V' co-founder Eric Rajah. 

A Better World helps individuals with disabilities who 
have no homes or families to go co. Various projects, including 
agricultural ones, arc helping this group in Bolivia. • 

Laura Tester travels with A Better World 
and is a freelance writer for newspapers. 

> >To support this program, please contact erajah@labwcanada.ca. < < 



I 
recently vis ired a church char is known 
for reaching the commw1ity. Approxi­
mately 30 percent of rheir weekly 

attendance is composed of seekers. Seekers 
are people who don't identify as Christians 
bur would l ikely self-identify as curious 
and in search of the values taught by Jesus . 
During the offering call, it was announced, 
"If you an: visiting fi>r rhe flrst rime, please 
feel free w let the offering basket pass by 
you." On another occasion, during rhe 
offertory, it was mentioned, "If you arc 
visiting and wondering why rhe offering 
is being taken, this has nothing to do 
with you. This is a responsibility of our 
members." 

My heart sunk as l witnessed th is 
"fi.·ee pass" being explained from d1e pulpiL 
I was saddened because T was the one: 
responsible. I had taught this church, about 
15 years ago, to lower the expecrarions of 
giving tithes and offaing for visitors. The 
research at that rime, and still wday, 
suggested that seekers feel like the church 
is after their money. Tdc-evangclists and 
current pop culmre has portrayed preachers 
as money-hungry religious ch:1rlatans. 
As a result, seeker-sensitive churches have 
down played the offering so as not ro make 
seekers fed uncomfortable. 

Over the ye:�rs, however, my opinion 
on this matter has changed practically and 
theologically. Giving is an act of worship . 
Think abom all of the examples in rhe 
Bible.: depicting and describing worship. ln 
almost every account, the act of offering 
is an integral part of worship. Can you 
imagine if we were to discontinue holding 

rhe morning prayer on Sabbath morning ? 
Just as prayer is an essential clement of 
worship, so, roo, is giving. Here :tre some 
practical ways to convey the importance 
of rithe.s and offerings while remaining 
seeker sensitive. 

Reframe Worship as Evangelism 

Even though all creation was designed tO 
worship God, the act of sin has denigrated 
in our narural inclination ro honour God. 
Every clement in worship. including 
giving, is an opportunity for the seeker 
ro observe, learn, and participate. Just as 
a seeker learns to pray by observation, so, 
roo, must they learn ro give. 

Use Consistent Spiritual 
Language to Frame Giving 

There has been a movement coward 
using secular words like donations and 
nonpmfir ro help the seeker learn how 
the churd1 operates. W hile this can be 
helpful to the unchurched, l would 
recommend adopting language that is 
both understandable while sinmlraneously 
reaching stewardship. Instead of saying, 
"Thank you for donating co the church 
fund;' say, "Thank you for giving back ro 
God through your flnances." Instead of 
saying, ''Feel free to let the offe1·ing plate 
pass you by;· say, "One of ways you can 
participate in worship today is by giving 

c o n n e c t e d  c h u r c h 

flnancially ro our mission of reaching our 
COnU11W1ity." 

Keep the Offering Appeal 

and Process Under 90 Seconds 

lr is true char seekers are wary of financial 
giving; they arc especially uncomfortable 
with how long the offering appeal can last. 
Keep the: appeal to under 30 seconds. Most 
people have a church bulletin to inform 
them when the offering is going ro rake 
place. This is not the time tell a cute, 
hwnorous story. Rather, this is a viral 
rime ro convey the mission of the church. 
Consider having a good news report 
shared while the offering is being taken 
up by a person whose life ha.� been ch�mgcd 
because of the m inistry of your local 
church. • 

Kumar Dixit is the WGTS 91.9 chaplain. 
You can receive his weekly devotional 

at OneMinuteDevotional.com. 
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Jewel and one of her five chameleons. 

W
hen my parents received the 
official "call sheer" from rhe 
General Conference, my mind 

rapidly fl<.:w through irnagcs of me living 
in Africa-pumping water, owning animals, 
g<·ning � nin: (�n. :tnd hdping �s much �s 

I could wirh rhe Advenrisr Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA). However, 
the.: transition from Canada to Uganda 
wasn't easy, especially for a 15-year·old. 

Had we made this rran�ition without 
any help, I can tell you honesdy that I 
would have persuaded my parents ro send 
me.: back to bcautiful British Columbia. 
1 was rerribly missing my friends and 
my amazing school. ! love Vancouver 
because it is such a multicultural city. 
ln Ugandan markers, l sometimes hear 
children poiming at us or calling us 
"Mzungus" (which means "foreigner" 
or "white skinned") or "China man"! 
I felt different and out of place. 

I thought my homesickness would 
fade away with time. I was mistaken. 
I began ro miss my friends so badly. I 
wanted tO rell them about my experiences 
in Uganda, but I was hcsitam to appcar 
annoying or needy. The transition and 
move made me introverted; I started hiding 
my real feelings and having troubling mood 
swings. It was at this low poinr when God 
scm us to the.: GC Institute.: of World 
Mission (IWM) in ChiangMai, Thailand! 
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Missionary Kids 

Left to right: Jewel Aguilar, Glna and Carla Moroni, and Karen Glassford ln Chiang Mal, Thailand. 

At IWM, I learned how to effectively 
deal wirh the challenges of adapdng ro 
new siruations, working in new culrures, 
and cross·eultural training. IWM taught 
us Missionary Kids (MKs) abom our 
crudal P'Ht in th<" mission fldd :md how 
we Hr in rhe culrure we are called to serve. 

IWM also helped me realize that 
all the.: emotions I cxpcricnccd wcrc 
completely normal! My a·oubling mood 
swings were the "transition phase" in rhc 
life of a missionary. L1 the Teens Class, 
our reacher, Mrs. Glassford, taught us 
about d1<.: Transition Bridge.: and idcmificd 
rhree phases: 

The first phase is Home (friends and 
identity): I'm at home (and comfortable) 
and secure. The second phase is GoodbyeJ 
(packing for the mission fldd and unknown 
expectations). J.n rhis phase 1 had ro say my 
goodbyes ro my friends and experienced 
much insecurity, confusion, uncertainty, 
and just pure sadness. I entered the second 
phase when we arrived in Uganda on 
Ocrober 21 and remained stuck rhere 
for three months. The third phase is 
New Hom I.' ( obscrving, asking questions, 
learning the new language). In this phase, 
I should start to settle in and get cnmfiJrt· 
able with the envirorunent and culture. 
This is where l can say, "This is my new 
home.:. I bdong hcrc, and I have.: fricnds 
he.re." 

I was so relieved to know that I wasn't 
the only one going through these troubling 
mood swings! All MKs and TCKs 
(Third-Culture Kids) cxpcricncc the 
same thing! Why? Because we were all 
snKk in (he second ph�sc! 

IWM was such a God-given blessing. 
I was at my lowest when T left for Chiang 
Mai. But God scm me.: two fun-loving 
MK friends, Gina and Carla Moroni 
(missionaries to Mexico), who lifted my 
heart and made me laugh for the first 
time in five monrhs! l WM was such an 
amazing cxpcricncc. I fdt undcrsrood. I 
felr special. 1 felr empowered to do more 
fi>r Jesus. I fdt affirmed; I am part of 
God's work in Africa. l'd like to thank 
the General Conference for offering the 
IWM to missionary kids around the wodd. 

After three weeks with the 1WM, 1 
am now back in Uganda with my family. 
My dad just went up north to the refugee 
senlemenrs where ADRA is working, my 
mom is in a planning session with r.he 
Uganda Union Health Deparrmenr, and 
I am with my two younger siblings, trying 
to catch some.: grasshoppcrs to fccd our 
five chameleons. 

I can't wait to sec what God has 
prepared for me to accomplish in Uganda. 
Mukama Mulungi(God is Good)! • 

Jewel Aguilar is the eldest child 
of Charles and Betty Aguilar. 



at Do We Rea l ly Pray Fo 
.___ ___ "Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up t�." 

Someone once said to me that if the Bible is the Word of God, then it is 
an expression of the mind of God. Therefore, the ideas and concepts are 
from an infinite mind, and thus, the Bible is inexhaustible-in other 

words, we can never reach a poinr of exhaustively knowing the thoughts that 
God had when He inspired the writers. 

A fascinating subject in the Bibk is prayer. Jesus Himsdf evm gave a modd 
prayer to srudy and follow. What is the purpose of prayer, really? A classic 
dd1nition is found in the book Steps to CfJrist: "Prayer is the opening of the 
heart to God as to a friend. Nor that ir is necessary in order ro make known to 
God whar we are, bur in order ro enable us ro receive Him. Prayer does nor 
bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him." 1 

I admit I had read this staremenr many rimes, bur 1 had never stopped to '---
compare the contents of my prayers with th..: obj..:ctives Ell..:n Whit..:'s stat<.:m<.:nt 
expresses. l was impressed by Romans 8:26: "Likewise the Spirit also helps our 
infirmiries:.for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: bur the Spirit 
itsdf makcrh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be um:red." This 
surprised me because I do have plenry of material to pray for. 

We have plenty to pray for: our salvati<m, our families, our children, our 
plans, our tln;mces, our health, our communities, our countries, and many 
other issues in our lives. Job told his friends that "man that is born of a woman 
is of few days and full of trouble" (Job 14: I). We :tre invited to bring these trials 
and tribulations ro Jesus, for He says, "Come unro me, all ye thar labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for 1 am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is lighr" (Mart. 1 1  :28-30). Paul also affirms rhis 
in Philippians 4:6: "B<: careful for nothing; bur in everything by pray<:r and 
supplication with thanksgiving let yom requests be made known tmto God." 

Bur when we pray, do we focus on being brought up ro receive God, or are 
we mcrdy seeking relief from our troubks? In Matthew 6:33, 34,Jcsus makes 
the call, "Bur seek ye 6rsr the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall b..: added unto you. T.�ke therefore no thought for the morrow." 

There we have it! The temporal needs that occupy the bulk of our prayer 
time should nor be of major concern ro us. We are still to bring them ro rhe Lord, 
but these should not be the priority. If we look at the context of Philippians 4, 
Paul is really talking abour the work of evangelism (see verses 1-5 ), and in 
John 14·: 12,J..:sus talked about "greater works" that the disciples were tO do in 
preaching the gospel to every creature (see Col. 1 :23). 

With this in mind, we ought ro change our prayer agenda by first pleading 
with the Holy Spirit to guide us on what we ought to pray for and, sccondly, 
ro focus on evangelism: The gospel must be preached ro the whole world as a 

witnc:ss. Lasrly, we: nc:ed ro stay focused on and understand the: real reason for 
prayer-which is to be raised to receive God-not just to obtain relief from 
our troubles. • 

'Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ. p. 93. 

Nyasha Mukura is the prayer coordinator 
for the Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference. 
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barry's 

"Disagreement and d iscomfort with 
the views of others is unavoidable 

in a free and democratic societY:' 

Part Two of a Two-Part Series 

British Columbia Cou rt of Appea l Ru les 
in  Favour  ofTrin ity Western U n iversity 
Last month I introduced the Nov. 1, 2016, decision of the 

British Columbia Court of Appeal that ruled 5-0 against the 
Law Society of British Columbia's {LSBC) refusal to accept 
Trinity Western University's {TWU) School of Law. The LSBC 
refused ro accredit the school because ofTWU's admissions 
requirement that students sign a Community Covenant 
Agreement {CCA). The.: CCA expected students to agree.: not 
to engage in sexual activity unless it was within the marriage 
relationship of one man and one woman. This month I review 
the court's analysis of the LSBC's impact on religious freedom. 

IMPACT ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

The Court of Appeal noted that the LSBC's decision had a 
"detrimental impact" "on TWU's right to religious freedom" 
and it "is sevc.:rc.:."1 Denying accreditation to the TWU School of 
Law would mean that TWU graduates would not be recognized 
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and TWU's rdigious freedom rights as an institution would be.: 
significantly affected, as it could not open the law school. 

IMPACT ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION EQUALITY RIGHTS 

INEQUALITY OF ACCESS TO LAW SCHOOL 
In principle, there is discrimination ofLGRTQ students in 
TWU's CCA. To comply with the CCA, LGBTQ students 
would either have ro lie in their application to the law school 
;md sacrifice deeply held aspects of their lives or face.: disciplinary 
action, including expulsion. However, the impact must be 
considc:rc:d in context and concrc:tc:ly. Thc:re was no evidence: 
that TWU law school would impede access to law school and 
the legal profession for LGBTQ students. 

LAW SOCIETY ENDORSEMENT OF THE COVENANT 
The court rejected the argument that the law society would be 



deemed tQ have endorsed TWU's views if it apprQved TWU. 
"If regulatory approval is to be denied based on the state's fear of 
being seen ro endorse the beliefs of the insrirurion or individual 
sc.:eking a license. permit, or accreditation, no rdigious fa culty of 
any kind could be approved. Licensing of religious care facilities 
and hospitals would also fall into question." The court further said: 

[1 85] State neutrality is essential in a secular, pluralistic 
society. Canadian society is made up of diverse communities 

with disparate beliefs that cannot and need not be reconciled. 
While the state must adopt laws on some matters of social 
policy with which religious and other communities and 

individuals may disagree (such as enacting legislation recog­
nizing same-sex marriage), it does so in the context of making 

room for diverse communities to hold and act on their beliefs. 
This approach is evident in the Civil Marriage Act, S.C. 2005, 
c. 33 itself, which expressly recognizes that"it is not against 

the public interest to hold and publicly express diverse views 
on marriage:' 

IMPLICATIONS OF THIS CASE 
The BC Court of Appeal's dc.:cision is a major breakthrough for 
the cause ofT\'V'U's accreditation battle. Two od1er provincial 
courts of appeal have ruled in similar situations. ln Nova Sc(>tia, 
d1e Court of Appeal ruled against the Nova Scotia Barristers' 
Society on administrative law ground�.z In Ontario, rhe Court 
of Appc.:al ruled in favour ofTht: Law Society ofUppc.:r Canada 
(LSUC) on the basis chat the LSUC only had to consider the 
religious freedom rights ofTWU and rhat whatever decision it 
made would be reasonable. The Ontario Court also agreed that 
the offensive TWU CCA was evidence of rhar reasonable decision. 

However, the BC Court of Appeal dc.:cision r<.:jc.:ctt:d the.: 
Ontario decision and noted that a decision maker must deal 
with the infringement of a Charter right not on the basis of 
fec.:lings. "Whit..: there is no doubt that the Covc.:nant's refusal to 
accept LGBTQ expressions of sexuality is deeply offensive and 
hurtful to the.: LGBTQ community, and we.: do not in any way 
wish to minimize char effect;' said the Court, "there is no Charter 
or ocher legal right ro be free from views that offend and contradict 
an individual's strongly held bdicfs, absc.:nt the kind of'hatc speech' 
described in Wharcotr d1ar could incite harm against ochers." 
Further, it said, "Disagrc.:cmc.:nt and discomfort with the.: vicws 
of others is w1avoidable in a free and democratic society." 

At para. 1 68. 

The BC CA decision means that rhert: have: now been 18 
judges (six in British Colwnbia; six in Ontario; six in Nova 
Scoria) char have heard rhe TWU case. Twelve of chose judges 
have ruled in TWU's favour. The.: six who went against TWU 
were all in Ontario. This is telling. The Ontario courtS have 
adopted rhe interpretation of the Charter char was publicized 
by the law deans in a letter to the Federation. Law dean Bill 
Flanagan's letter scared, "Discrimination on the basis of sexual 
oric.:ntation is unlawful in Canada and fundamentally ar odds 
wid1 d1e core values of all Canadian law schools."3 There was 
no acknowledgement of rhe necessary religious exemptions 
of generally applicable law. This has rc.:sulred in what William 
Galsron calls "civic roralism:'4 The law deans were willing to 
hrokcr no oth<.:r vic.:w of discrimination bur thc.:ir own. Five 
members of the BC judiciary have rejected the elite view of 
comtimrional law. That is sobering. Up until now, the deans 
and thc.:ir facult)• have controllc.:d the narrative on TWU. Nor 
anymore. The BCCA decision can be imerprered ro mean chat 
the law dc.:an's view has bc.:c.:n rc.:vic.:wc.:d and found wanting. 

lain T. Benson was prescient in an articles published in 
BC's The Advocate three years ago when he chided the law 
dc.:ans stating. "it is wrong in principle to sc.:ck to impose one's 
views on others LUlder the guise of'liberalism' or 'equality; bod1 
of which should admit of different approach e..�. depending upon 
the context:' Otherwise, "without conte:.:t-sensitive exceptions 
to general rules of equality or discrin1inarion, religious ditferences 
and associational libcrry wou ld nor long c.:xist." The.: BCCA's 
view parallels Benson's approach. 

The 5-0 holding ofBC'� highest court is an articulate and 
substantive ruling on the reasonableness of protecting religious 
freedom, while, at rhe same time, ensuring char sexual equality 
righrs arc.: protc.:crc.:d and only minimally impairc.:d. lt Stands as a 
game changer in this long TWU saga. The Supreme CoLut of 
Canada will now have to decide nor only between rwo distinct 
treatmmts ofTWU's right ro accreditation bur also bcrwc.:c.:n 
rwo distinct inrerprerarions of consrirurional law. Given rhe 
inrc.:llc.:crual dc.:prh and sound rc.:asnning of rhis decision, it will 
go a long way in TWU 's favour at the country's highest court. • 

Barry W Bussey is director of Legal Affairs at Canadian Council of 
Christian Charities. His opinions are his own and do not necessarily 

reflect those of his employer. He blogs at lawandreligion.org. 

2 See•Religious Freedom and the return of Common Sense in Nova Scotia; On the Case 17, The University of Notre Dame, Australia. 
www.nd.edu.au/sydney/schools!law/on·the·case/on·the·case·issue·17 
Bill Flanagan, President of the Canadian Council oflaw Deans, to the Federation of Canadian Law Societies. November 20. 2012. 

4 William Gals ton, "Religion and the Limits of Liberal Democracy" in D. Farrow, ed. Recognizing Religio11 i11o Secular Scx:iery (Montreal: McGill-Queens. 2004), 46, 47. 
5 lain T. Benson, Law Deans, Legal Coercion and the Freedoms of Association and Religion in Canada, The Advocate ?1 :5 (September 2013): 6? l-6?5. 
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most vesan 
Spanakopita is one of our favourite treats, but as 

vegans, how can we enjoy something rhar uses feta 
ch<.:cse as a key ingr<.:di<.:nt? Th<.: answer is v<.:gan f<.:ra, 

and once we figured our how to make it (see the February 
2017 issue of the Messenger), rh<.: next st<.:p was to rry making 
our own spanakopita. After a few attempts, we flgured out a 
recipe that was delicious and hard to distinguish from the 
r<.:al thing. 

This recipe works best wicl1 fresh spinach, but two packages 
of frozen spinach may be substituted for the fresh; just thaw 
and drain before using. • 

Keith and Cheryl Chant, along with their son Ben, enjoy baking, 
cooking, and experimenting with flavours and recipes. 
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Eag les 
The Voice of Adventist Radio (VOAR) office received a 

huge package in the mail about a year ago. Upon opening 
the contents, we discoven.:d a lovdy piece of art work in a styk 
nor seen very much rhese days: a giant eagle done entirely in 
String art. This had clearly taken the arti�t hours and hours to 
complete. The kind gift had come all the way from a small town 
in Quebec, a gift from a VOAR listener who simply wanted to 
bkss the station. 

Just recenrly, after hearing VOAR promoting the Discover 
Bible School on the air, that same listener, Rick, called the station 
to request a copy. He owns a small fishing lodge in Quebec and 
is smitten by the ourdoors. Rick lives in an area in Kipawa and 
pilots a small plane from time to time. 

We talked about his work with string art, and Rick confessed 
he simply gives them away ro different charities raising money, 
or groups that he'd like to bless. On cold winter evenings. he will 
work away at his desk, with VOAR keeping him company for 
the night. When he heard the offer to study the.: Bible, he.: knew 
he had to accept God's call. "Step one!" he told me. 

Rick listens ro VOAR over Bell Satellite TV. F.ven though 
he's living in a wildcrn<.:ss arca, hc.:'s never londy with VOAR 

v o a r  I o n  t h e  r o a d  

ministering to him around the dock. Please pray that the Holy 
Spirit will impress the truth on Rick's heart and that VOA R will 
continue to build relationships with our listeners and that 2017 
will be a rremendous year of blessing and spiritual growth. • 

Christine Bergen is the secretary/treasurer for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

ON THE 
ROAD WITH In one word, tell me about Jesus. 

BeCky A TTl  IE BETI lEL CH U RCl l 
lN ON JAIUO 

Stella Henry: Loving. 

Sanique Smith: Magnificent. 

Monique Parver: Miraculous. 
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Co n secrated 

to the  Lo rd 
Sam sara Arboite is a 1 0-year-old gir l 

who received a vocal gift early in life. 
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; he was born in New York to two Haitian parents. They chose her name based on two illustrious individuals in 

the Bible: the prophet Samuel and Sarah, Abraham's wife. Just as Samuel and the judge Samson were, Samsara 

was consecrated to the lord before birth and presented to the temple afterwards. Her parents wanted to establish 

a devotional pattern from the outset so that she could have a strong spiritual foundation. Their efforts bore fruit quickly. 

At the age of two, Samsara started to pray and sing spiritual hymns everywhere in the house. Her father, Samson Arboite, 

started to teach and orient her so that she could sing on various occasions. At the age of four, Sam sara performed a 

solo for the very first time in public at the Bethesda Seventh-day Adventist Church in Montreal. 

Having passed this vital step in her development, Samsara was ready to receive further instruction. First, her father 

gave her piano, singing, and musical notation lessons. Then he had her taking classes with other experts in those specific 

disciplines. Thus, Samsara became a singer who glorifies God through her songs. Having acquired vocal abilities, she can 

sing various styles of songs and in different languages. Also, thanks to her strong memory, she can learn and master 

songs very quickly. 

That being said, her greatest quality is not in her amazing artistic talent, but in her noble character. When she was 

only eight, she approached her parents and presented her fourfold vision to use her gift for God: to aid children living 

in developing countries; to support other children who possess a vocal gift, through bursaries for their vocal or musical 

instrument lessons; to launch a Gospel album; and to build or acquire Seventh-day Adventist churches in Quebec and 

other parts of the world with the funds from various concerts. Despite her busy schedule, she has happily accepted to 

take a moment to answer a few questions concerning her life and ministry. 

: How important is your family to you? 

S: Without my family, I would not have succeeded so well 
and be so good in the areas of songs, music, and academics. 

: Where do you go to school? 

S: I attend the Montessori Ville-Marie School in Montreal. 

: What motivated you to become a singer? When did you 
sense that this was what God was calling you to do? 

S: When I was little, I used to sing everywhere in the house: 
in the bathroom, in my room, etc. My dad saw in me a future 
artist. Consequently, he took the time to give me some voice 
and piano lessons and got me to take singing and piano 
classes from other teachers. Later he arranged for to me sing 
in different Adventist churches and in various programs like 
galas, weddings, and concerts for some hospital foundations. 

I personally felt the call when I was eight, but I started to 
sing at major events since the age of 4. 

; In your opinion, what is the link between singing and the 
gospel message? 

S: There is a strong relationship between singing and evangelism. 
By way of song, we can reach many people and bring them to 
Christ. Some fo�ks are attracted only to songs. If a preacher or a 
Bible worker comes to them, they would be more reluctant to 
respond fav�ur.ably, whereas they would be more willing to be 
influenced by songs. 

: Samsara, can you tell us how your spiritual values have 
shaped your ministry? 

S: I am a child blessed by God because before birth, Leduc 
Pierre-Louis, the consecrated elder, doctor in theology, vice­
principal, and teacher at Greaves Academy, dedicated me to the 
Lord according to my parents' wishes. After my presentation 
at the temple by Pastor Herold Norelus, the same elder did 
another consecration prayer on my behalf at the Mont Sinai 
Church. On both occasions my parents gave a thanksgiving 
offering to the Lord. 

. Tell us how God uses you as an Instrument to reach others? 

S: God uses me to reach others through songs, concerts and 
my upcoming album. I also have a You Tube account and a 
Facebook page through which many people have said that 
they have been touched by my songs. 

J. What do you think Is our church's greatest need? 

S: In my opinion, the greatest need of our congregations is to 
attract people from various cultures and nationalities, to have 
a more loving church, a better school, a college, a university, 
and a hospital or a nursing home. 

· To conclude, what message of hope would you like to share? 

S: I would like to proclaim that Jesus is our Saviour and that we 
must share His love by the way we live and reach out to others. 
Finally, we must tell everybody that the Lord is coming soon. • 

Jean-Michel Lubin is a member of the 
Bethanle Adventist Church In Montreal, Quebec. 
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Really Living is in the proces� ofbuilding our own church. It 
has been a long, drawn out process, born of big dreams to have 
a space char would really make a difference in rhe community. 
Our mission is to embrac<.: our community with th<.: Adventist 
message of hope and wholeness. It is our vision to be a Christ· 
focused cemrc fi>r teaching and healing of mind, body, and soul. 
At the core of our values is the desire to be a chmch that serves 
both in our local community and around the world. ·1 ypically, 
every two years we partner with one of our Adventist organizations 
such as Maranatha's One-Day Church and do a global oun·each. 
This was the year co go, but we had decided ro forego a trip 
because of the expense of building our new facility. 

But God knows the plans He has for us becrer chan we know 
our own plans. His arc g(10d plans, full of hope, and God was at 
work behind the scenes ro bring them to pass. Tluough a chance 
encounter while waiting in line at the grocery srore, our ream 
coordinator, Szasza Paz, form<.:d a frimdship with Tony Brown 
and his wife, Laura. Tony is an avid traveller who loves adventure. 
He heard about past humanitarian trips our church had been 
involved with and kepr asking, "When's rhe next one going to 
be? l want ro go!" lnspired by his enthusiasm, Szasza scarred to 
make some phone calls. 

Afrer a lot of prayer and phone calls, Szasza was connected wirh 
Pastor Ycison De Avila, Director ofEducati<.m for rhc Adv<.:ntist 
Conference in Peru, Misi6n Sur Orie n tal del Peru. A.frer reviewing 
a lisr of schools and their various needs, Szasza felr char the school 
in Vel ilk would bm<.:fit from our hdp th<.: most. Th<.: poor<.:st 
and most isolated of the schools, it has many needs, so it was 
decided that we would build a computer lab as wdl as update 
their bathroom and septic system. The school has only two 
squatting stations for 200 srudenrs, so this was to be a prioriry! 

Our initial goal w;1s ro raise $15,000 for these projects. 
Through various fund raising efforts such as a barbecue, silent 
auction, and garage sale, as well as generous donations from 
family, friends, and the community, we were able to raise $28,000 
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for the scho()l. We also had many school supplie$ donated as 
well as 15 laptops and l 0 iPads. l was involved with soliciting 
donations from local businesses in our community, something l 
had ncv<.:r don<.: b..:for<.:. It was h..:arrwarming co sc:c.: th�: gm<.:rosiry 
of so many local businesses. 

It rook nine months ofplanning and endless Skype calls w 
coordinate, but finally it all came together. On Oct. 26,2016, 
our team of 16 boarded a plane, excired ro begin rhe advenmre 
of a lifetime. We were a multigcncrational. multicultural group. 
The youngest member of the group was 14, and the oldesr was 
71.  Under the banner of our Can ad ian flag, we represented eight 
different cotmtrics. Five members of our group had never even 
heard of Adventists before becoming involved with this crip . .But 
for all our apparent differences, we were united in our desire ro 
give our rime and talents ro this impoverished community and 
ro offer them hope. 

Th<.: mayor ofVdillc, who is not Adventist, was so imprc:sscd 
char roral strangers would come and help out a school in his 
cc)mmunity that he paid for our accommodations. He:: also 
donated several instrwnencs to the school's music program. 
With irs commitment to excellence in education, and the love 
rh..:y d..:monstrat<.: to the srud<.:nts (85 p<.:rcent of whom ar<.: not 
Adventist), the school is making a huge impact on che community. 
Many families arc choosing co send their children here instead 
of to the government-run school, even though paying tuition is 
difficulr for them. The school is becoming a centre of hope for 
their surrounding community. 

The principal, Eduardo Muiioz Pacco, attributes the success 
of the school to the power of prayer. We learned that from the 
time they knew we would be coming, they had been praying for 
each of us daily by name. There is a motmrain behind the school 
that they call th<:ir prayer mountain. Pacco and somc of the other 
faculty and staff make rhe 40-minure climb to the top several 
times a week. There they petition God for rhe many needs of 
the school, the d1ildrcn, the community. They come down from 



the mountain boldly expecting to see rhe hand of God move in 
miraculous ways. So far, He.: has nc.:vcr disappointcd. 

A highlight of rhe rrip for many of us was our final evening 
tOgether at the school. We had a feast and W<)r�hipped wgether, 
singing "I Have Decided ro Follow Jesus" in Spanish, English, 
and Quechua (rhe local dialect), as well as singing a Spanish/ 
English vcrsion of"How Grear is Our God." Ir was a small rasre 
of what heaven will be like, and we left rhere hungry for more 
of these heaven-on-earth ex.periences. 

We came co offer them hope and co improve their facilities, and 
while we did accomplish rhese goals, what we received was far 
grcater than anything we had ro offer. We received unconditional 
love and acceptance, and were shown an example of what ir should 
be like ro be part of the family of God here on earth. The children 
rh<:rc arc.: taught to rapond to "Good Morning" or "Good Evming" 
wirh "Sera como jesus," which means "1 will be like Jesus." The 
purity and innocence of thcse children was unlike anything we 
had ever experienced-evidence that Jesus is very much alive in 
this place! I felt as if all my broken places were being made whole 
as I cxpcricncc.:dj<:sus rhrough rhc.:ir c.:yc.:s. I fc.:lt a nc.:w longing co 
really be in communiry wirh others. This is what ir means to be 
the church and to carry Emmanuel, God with us, wherever we go. 

When the day came for us to leave Velille, the entire school 
showed up at our hotel to see us off. They brought us gifts and 
sang us songs. Thq promised to continue.: co pray for c.:ach of 
us individually at specific rimes during rhe week. We warched 
tearfully as the children chased our bus down the street waving 
goodbye. Nobody w;uued to leave. 

We were all deeply moved by our time in Velille. ·r<my had this 
to say about his expcrimce: "The.: Vc.:lillc trip was an emotional 
one for me. l do like ro travel and have been to lors of places, bur 
ir wa5 good co feel rhat I was giving something back rhis rime and 
not just visiting for my own pleasure. The whole village was so 
appreciative for whar we, rhe group, were doing. Just amazing!" 

Ben, who had heard about the.: trip while renovating Szasza's 
kirchen and badu-oom, said, "The trip to 
Peru has changed my life in rhat I appreciate 
the.: simple rhings in a rotally different 
way. It was an amazing and emotional 
experience-our of rhis world ! There arc 
no words to describe it; the love from the 
people rhere was unbelievable!" 

Ted, who was invited by B<:n to come.: 
along, recalls an experience char smck 
with him. "One morning on my way t(l 
the school, I met up with a little girl also 
walking ro school. She was abom seven 
years old. Smiling. she came.: up beside me.: 
and grabbed my hand. She wanted to 
practise her English with me, so she wid 
me d1e words for banana, then mango. 
Reaching inro her pocker she pulled om 
three pieces of corn to share. She grinned 
as I popped them into my mouth and 
rhanked her. This encounrer really gave 
me a sense of community and stays with 
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me. She appreciated what we were doing and that we were no 
diff<:rmt rhan h<:r. Rcmc.:mbcring her smil<: inspired me to work 
harder while 1 was rhere." 

The young people involved were impressed by the gratitude: 
and joy d1e people continuously demonstrated. Meghan said, "We 
rake materialism and brand names so seriously here, bur to rhem 
-rhcy don'r can.:. They have little.: to nothing. and rhc.:y arc so happy 
all d1e rime! Everyone was just so kind and loving d1e whole time!" 

The needs of the school are srill many. We gave them a computer 
room, bur d1cy don't have money for desks and chairs, something 
we didn't even think about at rhe time. They also need more 
computers. Many of rhe children have to walk fc)r several hours 
jusr ro ger to school and so are in need of bicycles to make d1e 
journey a lirde fasrer. They are also looking for volunteers ro 
come.: and teach rhem English. They continue.: to pctition God 
for rhe.se needs in full confidence rhar He will supply aU rheir 
needs and more. 

This rrip was an im porram reminder for all of u s  involved ro 
be inrenrional about crearing communiry. Ellen \Vhire stare5 in 
The Min istry of Healing, "Christ's merhod alone will give.: true 
success in reaching rhe people. The Saviour mingled wirh men 
as one who desired rheir good. He showed His sympathy for 
d1em, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. 
Then He bade rhem, 'Follow Me.'"1 

God has called us aU ro lc.:avc.: our comfort wm:s and form 
meaningful relationships wirh d1ose arOlmd us, wherher ir 
be the �tranger standing beside us at the grocery store: or our 
neighbour down rhe street. We don't have to cross the globe 
to accomplish God's work. We just have to show up and pay 
attention in rhc.: space in which He has placc.:d us. He will be 
faithful in completing rhe work. • 

Melissa Townsley is a member of Really Living Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Hamilton, Ontario. To experience more 

about our trip, check out our blog at http://reallyliving.ca/peru. 
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l i t e r a t u r e  e v a n g e l i s m  

Madallna Rotaru 

Angel  
i n  Plain 

Clothes 

r was almost 40 degrees Ce.lsius omside, 
the hottc:st day so far in my summc:r Canada 
Youth Challenge (CYC) adventure. Ic was 
my first summer ever going door to door, and 
one thing seemed certain: I wasn't having a 

tremendous amount of success. 
On chis afternoon T came up co a door and knocked. 

After a lirrlc while, a woman answered. "Hello, my name is 
Madalina;' I said, "and I am a srudenr with Canada Yomh 
Challenge." With thar, T launched into my presentation 
and showed her all the books I had. 

The woman was very interested, and when I spoke to 
her abour che book Peau Above the Storm, she said she 
would like to have it. 

She invited me inw her home, and I was v�.:ry happy 
to be our of the hear. • Do you wam something to drink?" 
she asked me. T gladly accepted, and after a lirrle while, 
she brought me water and the.: money for the book. Then 
we began ro calk. 

"You are like my angel 
that came to me today" 

I learned that her husband had just passed away, and 
she was grieving and felt so sad now chat he was gone. 
Sensing char her sadness was deep, 1 asked if 1 could pray 
with her. Ir was the first time I had asked an yon<.: to pray 
in rhe field rhat summer. She said yes, and when we bowed 
our heads, I prayed char God would be with her and would 
comfort her in chis difficult time. I fmishcd and looked up 
co see rears screaming from her eyes. Looking at me, she 
said, "You arc like my angel that came co me today." 

That experience was powerful for me. Here I was, a 
teenager in plain clothes, and in me this woman had seen a 
messenger from God. Yc.:r char is exactly what God wants us 
to be. Hebrews 1:14 describes angels as "minisrering spirirs 
S<.:nt ro serve those who will inh<.:rit salvation" (NIV). But 
the word angel simply means «messenger;' and chose who 
inherit salvation are all chose who hear the message of love 
and accept it. 

1r is rrue thar God sends his heavenly angels as messengers. 
Bur he has other messengers, roo, the ones made of Hcsh 
and blood. We are his plain-clothed angels on earth, sene 
co bring comfort co a world in need, and an invitation co 
become inheritors of God's salvation. 

ln choosing ro join CYC this summer, l chose to be 
God's angd and ro a.llow God to usc me: to care for orhc:rs. 

That, in itself, is the greatest success of ali. • 

Madalina Rotaru served as a Literature Evangelist with Lifestyle 
Canada, a charity organized to better fulfill the mandates of 

the literature ministry of the SDA Church across Canada. 
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I 
n 1982 my wife expressed the desire ro enrol our five-year-old 
son in rhc local Seventh-day Adventist school. I was totally 
opposed to the idea because, in my mind, chw·ch school meant 

emphasis on religion and not on academics. 1 had big and lofty 
plans for my son, and T C(lUld nor see how this lirde Adventist 
school was going co help my child achieve this goal. 

l was nor a Seventh-day Adventist Christian, and I did nor 
share my wife's beliefs. I knew nothing about their educational 
sysrem, and 1 was very skeptical. We had several discussions on rhe 
matter, and I was adamant. However, because she was so insistent, 
1 decided one day to go with her ro see the principal and ro look 
at the curriculum and the student program. I wanted to prove my 
point and strengthm my argument against this church school idea. 

I was amazed and pleasantly surprised ar the principal's attitude 
toward us, as well as the manners and decorum that tc.:achc.:rs as 
well as students exhibited throughout the sd1ool. To top it all, 
they wore uniforms. I saw students engaged in serious academic 

exercises ;md teachers teaching strict curriculum-based material 
tl1ar was perrin em ro modern education. The principal showed 
us the curriculum from kindergarten all the way up tl) Grade.: 8, 
and I swallowed hard. I was so impressed. This happened in the 
momh of March, and by rhe following September, wirh much 
excitement. we enrolled our son in the school. 

We were nor disappointed as we watched him thrive 
academically and grow spiritually in his new environment. I 
had nod1ing to complain about. All the obstacles that I had 
initially perceived were complerely addressed. Originally, I was 
concerned about the amount of money to be paid for tuition 
when he could have received his education for free, bur no amounr 
of money could buy what I observed in my child's education. Nor 
just academics but character building and a desire for the spiritual. 

My wife's Christian beliefs and standards were afftrmed ar rhe 
school. We had no fear of what mighr be: taught in the classroom. 
I watched as tl1e church school children consistently tested higher 
than thdr public school counterparts. 1 saw the rrue value of a 

Christian education, and because of this, I was led to a c.loser 
encotuHer wid1 rhe church. ln parr, ir led to my conversion and 
later my baptism. 

Our son graduated from Grade 8, and we wished there was a 
Sevenrh-day Advenrisr high school in our ciry. The closest one 
was roo far away, but we were not afraid to send him to a public 
high school here. Our son emered the public system with a fum 
foundation academically and spiritually. When he was tested 
upon cmcring Grade 9, his languag<.:/arrs skills ranked at the 
Grade 12 1cvel. 

By God's grace, today our son is successfully making his way 
in life and he is srill happily involved in clmrch and irs activities. 
He speaks fondly of his reachers who made a difference in his 
elementary education. After leaving high school, he attended 
CUC (now Burman Universiry). 

In those early yc.:ar�. l did not understand the difference 
Christian education could make in a child's life. Today, as a 
Christian, 1 do noc understand why so many parents who are 
Christians cannot sec clu1t our children deserve chc best: a 
God-centred education. 

My message: to all parents is chat you must consider your 
children's eternal destiny; Please do not neglect your children's 
salvation for the things of chis earrh. Give them the besr scare 
ever in life. Give them an Adventist Christian education. • 

Cyril Hayde is presently an elder in Ottawa. He and his wife are very 
active proponents of Adventist Christian education. 
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k n g s w a y  c o l l e g e  

Kings way College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service. 

G rowing up in an Adventist home, 
I remember frequendy hearing d1e song "God 

Will Make a Way" by Don Moen in my home. 
Only recently have 1 realized how true one of the lines 
is: "He works in ways we cannot see." 

Let me start from me beginning. 
About two years ago, I graduated from university. I 

had chosen a pmfC:_.;sion that, r thought, would leave me 
with some options. 1 um do this particular thing, but [{ 
1 don't like it, 1 can ,dso go into that, I thought. Bur after 
graduating, I. along with many in my generation, was 
at a loss for what I should be doing. l ended up doing 
small, menial jobs ro help my family out. 

I rook up a freelancing job designing a book for a client. 
This type of work was something I had studied for and 
something I was confident I could do. But since this was 
my first real gig and 1 had no one to guide me, I made 
poor decisions concerning my contra([. As a result, I 
worh:d for months and months for almost nothing bur 
kept telling myself that this project would serve as good 
experience. Long story short, I appreciated the project, But 
never again , 1  thought, and At lemt 1 know better now. 

With the help of a friend, I got another job, a stable 
office job. 1t wasn't much, bur comparc.:d to my past 
experiences, it was practically heaven. At first, 1 rold 
myself I'd stay a year and then find somcrh ing to match 
rhe thousands of dollars I had spent on education. My 
friend, on the orher hand, was re-Scless; after day rwo, she 
wantl:d somc.:rhing more. Meanwhile. I got so comfortable 
after a while that I thought staying ar that place was me 
best I could do. I had a routine:, a place: to go, and that 
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was jusr going to be my life. 
Now, my church has a tradition of going camping 

every year. Usually, only members of rhe church go. 
However, this particular year a friend of mine, Ashley, 
came.: along. I had known her because we.: both attended 
K.ingsway College for high school. We ran in similar 
circ.les, but she had never come to any of our church 
camping retreats before. Catching up during cl1c trip, 
we ralkcd about school and work. She told me to apply 
for the communications assistant position at Kingsway 
College that she had previously held before returning to 
university. I didn't know anything abour the position. 
It had alr!.:ady bc.:c.:n fillc.:d since.: she: lcfr, and sh!.: didn't 
know me next rime mey would hire again, but she rold 
me that she would let me know if she saw another job. I 
didn't give it too much mought, because it was unlikely 
rhat the job would come up again. 

However, a week or rwo afrc.:r that, I got a mc.:ssagc.: from 
Ashley saying the posirion was open! I immediately sent 
in my resum�. and obviously it W(lrkcd out-since I am 
currently writing rhis as the communications assist.1.nr 
here at Kingsway. 

God had mad!.: a way. Whw I iliought c.:vc.:rything 
was sercled, when 1 had sercled, God made a way for 
something better, for me and my family. He: gave: us a 
new home in Oshawa. He gave me a job, something cl1at 
woLJd give me a chance ro make a difference and help 
inAuc.nce people fi.1r the better. • 

Ybb Villegas is the communications 

assistant at Kingsway College. 



MANS Pi l lars Honoured as 

New School Wal ls Del ivered 
A

s consrrucrion on rhe new high school building gets 
tmdcrway, Mamawi Atoskcw.n Native School (MANS) took 
rime ro reflect on rhe pasr and rhe pillars who have made 

rhis ministry possible through decades of changes and expansion. 
ln a special reception hosted during the annual MANS Open 

House on November I 0, 2016, MANS and rhe Alberta Conference 
honoured the vision, hard work, and commitment of those who 
initiated rhe first school on rhe Samson Reserve decades ago and 
have: supportc:d the ministry's growth. These: MANS "pillars" 
include former principals, dedicated board members, and 
individuals who have been wirh rhe school and irs ministry 
from the beginning. 

"Without people in the field doing this work, we can't realize 
this project:' Keith Richter, AI berra Conference treasurer, said 
addressing the guests assembled in the high school portable char will 
soon be replaced by new, permanent classrooms. "We are graceful 
for people who are panicipating:tnd building rhe ministry up." 

The pillars who were honoured were early years' principals 
Grace and Paul Dara; teacher's aides and later principals Linda 
Caldcrbank and Linda Nawalkowski; long-rum board chair Ian 
Hardey; past principal and current Bible worker Bob Spratt and 
arrist kani<-Spratt; :md past princip�ls Ju:mi ra N(:al and Juli(· 
Hodder. These individuals have been integral to the mission of 
MANS to provide Adventist education among First Nations in 
Maskwacis. Their contributions not only dcvdopcd the mission 
as a whole bur also kept rhe school growing. 

"I feel God has abundantly blessed the school," said Grace 
Dara, who served as the principal of the school in 1984. Since 

chen she has watched enrolment at the school multiply and 
community support imc.:nsify. "Par<.:nts arc bringing students ro 
the school because they can see the diffe.rence in the behaviours 
and rhc character of their children." Tc:> Grace and many of the 
other pillars honoured at the event, the awesome achievements 
at MANS clearly demonstrate that God is hard at work in the 
Maskwacis Reserve. 

MANS has always been made possible du-o ugh d1e collaboration 
of committed individuals, teachc:rs, staff, and family members­
the very name Mamawi Atoskeran in Cree means working together. 
"The reason we can continue at the school is because of what all 
of you have.: contributed;' currc.:nt MANS principal. Gail Wilton, 
said in her thank-you address to rhe guests. MANS could nor 
stand on irs own, she acknowledged, wirhour any of the singular 
pillars who formed it. 

As MANS honoured the past, they also looked ro d1e fmure: 
The pillars got the llrst glimpse of walls for rhe new high school 
building. General comracror Willian Piersanri described rhe new 
building as every bit "God's plan, not ours" as he updated guests 
on how rhc new high school has expanded far beyond any of the 
original founder's conceptions. With the continued support of 
MANS long-ram pilbrs :.nd the surrounding community. there 
is only more to grow in d1is plan! 

Stay tuned for next month's story on the MANS 2016 Open 
House and sc.:c inside the school for yoursdf! • 

Alison Bottomley is the communications assistant for 
The Bridge Campaign for Mamawi Atosketan Native School. 

) ) Read more about Mamawi Atosketan Native School and how The Bridge Campaign is funding a new high school for First Nations youth at www.MANSl .ca. 

Paul and Grace Dara, lnna and lan Hartley, Jeanie Spratt, Julie Hodder, Bob Spratt, and linda Nawalkowskl honoured as pillars of the MANS project. Each was given a unique 
beaded artwork from Ma1kwacis artists to celebrate their contribution and connection to the community. 

-
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p a r k v i e w  a d v e n t i s t  a c a d e m y  

"It's a great environment to 
be open about your beliefs 
and be who you are." 

Parkvic.:w Adventist Academy (PAA) thrives on a physical 
campus bm is a place oflearning built on fa ith and communiry 
connections. Because of her lifelong passion for working toward 
the success of a ream, Gillian Holly fit right in when she came in 
2014 for Grade 10. Further, it is because of chis same eagerness 
to give and grow that sh�.: is a cd�.:brarc.:d senior at PAA today. 

Gillian lives with her family just oms ide Sylvan Lake, Alta., 
and is a dynamic parr of a generational commitment to Adventist 
education. «Both my parents came to PAA for their high school 
years, and for them, it was a really big deal ro be able ro go roan 
Adventist school. I also watched my brother [Austin Holly, class 
of2014] experience his time here and how much fun he had. 
1 always knew I would be coming here roo." 

Gillian's parents, Glen and Wendy, graduated from PAA 
(classes of'90 and '92, respectively), and Gillian shares rheir 
sentiment that, "PAA offers great opportunities to grow as a 
person and become independent and learn to rely on your 
relationship with God." 

Having been involved in lots of sports from the timt: she 
was young, Gillian was excited ro become pan ofPAA's athletic 
program. "Before coming here, I grew up on hockey and soccer, 
playing since I was six years old, first on a boys' team wuil cl1ere 
were enough girls ro have our own team. Spores have always been 
part of my life, and I looked forward co coming to PAA bc.:cause 
1 knew 1 would never have to worry about Sabbath being an 
issue. I could live my faith !Ted)' without judgment. It's a great 
environment to be open about your beliefs and be who you are." 

Throwing herself into life on campus, Gillian has demonstrated 
what it means to be.: a team playc.:r on the student body. "I've.: been 
on rhe soccer, volleyball, and basketball reams as well as helped 
out with campus ministries programs and praise: teams. Here 
at PAA there are so many opportunities to be part oflots of 
different groups. There are a lor of choices ro make about how 
tO be involved:' she says. 

Gillian also serves as cl1e yearbook editor and vice-president 
for the dorm club while holding office on the Grade 12 executive 
committee. 
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With her many commitments and responsibilities, Gillian is 
a living example of hard work in service to a loved conu1mniry. 
"lr's so great to see rhe effect of Adventist education on my 
classmates who have grown up without the opportunity tO 
know Chrisr. I can really see how much this affects cl1eir lives. 
I've been blessed ro see my friends ger bapri1.ed and make positive 
choie�:s to cur our bad things, and I know rhat this school has a 
really huge impact on their choices." 

Gillian's own choices have led her to join her friend Smoke 
Severtson, together with their f.'l milies, in covering PAA wicl1 
prayer. At rhe starr of rhe 2016/2017 school year, their mothers 
organized a prayer appointment for all PAA's cmployc.:c.:s, and 
Gillian was glad ro be parr of the group because she personally 
knows the power of being prayed for: "It is so important that 
the teachers at PAA know cl1ey have om sup pore;' Gillian says. 
"As a student, ir is so nice ro know you have someone praying 
for you, so w�.: wanted w give.: that to the tc.:achers. too." 

Prayer is the spiritual conditioning of the Adventist athlete, 
and with our faith in the winning team, PAA is committed to 
training our young people, like Gillian, to see cl1e value and the 
beamy in the discipline of prayer as rhey grow in a knowledge 
ofChrist. • 

Katelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations 
at Park view Adventist Academy. 



I 
remember the first time l saw a car burnout. It was 
on the TV show "Top Gear" and 1 rcmc:mber bt:ing 
so intrigued by ic. The back wheels were spinning 

out fi.1riou�ly while the engine roared with all of its V8 
glory. Once in drive and the hand brake released, the car 
shot off like a spaceship would go into hyperdrive in a 
sci-fi movie like.: Star Trek or Star Wars. Tt was a thing 
ofbeamywhen done righr and I realized I was rhar car 
waiting ro speed off Retter yet, all the enthusiastic 
ministry-driven men and women that seck to be in 
full-rime ministry are char car-wheels spinning, wairing 
for the.: green light. Maybe that was the problem; we 
saw conference employment as rhe green lighr ro do 
ministry bur that's another arricJe for another time. 

Wdl it's bc:c:n a yc:ar, and what I have: lc:arnr as a 24-
year-old in full-rime ministry is that it is a great calling 
but also a balancing act. School could not teach us the 
level of multitasking that is involved in ministry. Even 
after counseling, church activities, finance meeting, leaders 
meeting, business mcc:tings, church board meetings, 
school board meerings and ere., rhe job is srill nor nearly 
over because there is vision planning, sermon preparation, 
visitation, organizing events and so much more. And to 
chink char l am an associate pastor so needless to say 1 

keep my senior pastor in pray<:r. 
1 have also learnr rhar personal devotion as a pasror 

is your lifeline. If we: do not stay connected to God, we: 
endanger rhe people to whom we minister and run the 
risk of becoming like Eli's rwo sons; working for an 
almighty life-changing God but remaining unchanged. 
l r  is very easy ro rake spiritual things for granred in full­
rime ministry because we are always dealing within the 
realm of"holy" things. Much Like the priests in Israel, 

t e s t i m o n i a l  

One 
Yea r  
Down 

"/ am learning 
that ministry is 

not microwavable 
but it takes time." 

who were literally closer to God than che people in 
courtyard. It is easy for the things of God w become 
a routine instead of a spiritual experience. So staying 
close: God through personal devotion is a must or you 
run rhe risk of treating holy things ordinarily. 

l recently asked one of my col lege deans, "How do l 
know I'm making a difference?" Thinking about it now, 
my only rhoughr is, That's a very millenn ia! thing to ask. 
As a millennia!, we wanr co know char we are making a 
difference. The problem is, we vvanr results fast bur it is 
prideful of me ro think 1 was going ro make a difference 
and change lives forever in just one year. I am learning 
rhar ministry is not microwavable bur it takes rime. l r  
rakes time ro get to know people before they allow you 
w lead them spiritually. This why the greatest pasrors 
visit their members because by getring to know chem, 
rhcy arc that much closer to leading them spiritually. 

More than anything, I have come to intemalize what 
has always been said, "Pascoral ministry is a vocation, 
nor a job." My parents may nor specifically have said 
chose words ro me, but l have seen ir rhrough rhe way 
they continue to conduct themselves in ministry. 
However, it is one thing co observe and understand 
and another ro experience and internalize, che laccer 
has now become my reality. Iffull-time ministry is just 
a job rhen we are being w1derpaid for all that we do. 
Now, if it is a vocation then it is an honour to work for 
and alongside the King of the universe. • 

Daniel Madden is youth pastor at 
Really Living Seventh-day Adventist 

Church in Hamilton, Ontario. 
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JESUS IS MASTER AT BRIDGE BUILDING! He bridged 
the great divide that the fall of Adam brought upon us all! He 
reunites fallen humanity with heaven. 

Is it possible for Adventists to build bridges and thus bring 
about friendships with Muslims? The division between Christians 
and .Mu�lims �cern� to b�: growing <:v<:r wid<:r with <:ach passing 
year, yec God has placed Advenriscs in a unique posicion co 
connect positively with .Muslims. 

Our faith resonates with Muslims on various levels: God as 
chc Creator of heaven and earrh in six days, our emphasis on 
avoiding pork and alcohol in our di<:cs. our bc:li<.:f that we: an: living 
in earth's lase hours and in the judgment. These are just a few of 
rhc connective links chat our biblical f:-.itb has with .Muslims. 

So how do we begin a discussion wi ch Muslims ? I suggest we 
learn the Arabic greeting" Amtlmmt Alickum." This greeting is 
nearly universal across Arabic-speaking peoples and one chat 
most Muslims use. lt means, "May peace be upon thee." 

Recently. our F.unily flew to Houston, Tex., ro arrend an annual 
event called Gcnerarion of Youth for Christ (GYC), which brings 
together thousands of yourh from the Advencisr Church. I had 
arranged for a friend w meet u� at the airport, bur he informed 
me char he was stranded in \Vyoming because of a snow storm. 
My nexr option wa� co call a caxi. It was about 5:30 a.m. 

As I approach�:d che cab driver, I noticed that he was from 
the Middle Easr. So 1 greeted him in Arabic. "Assnlamu aliekumr 

He answered, " 1#1 alit!kum asalam" ["And may peace be 
upon rhee"]. Who are you?" he asked. 

I said, "We are Seventh-day AdventistS, and we don't eat pork 
or consume alcohol. \Ve worship one God, don't worship with 

f e a t u r e  

images, believe in the resurrection and that we are living in the 
last days, and we are followers of Js,z ai-Masih [Jesus the Messiah J !" 

Thi� wa� all new to him, and for the next 40 minutes, we had 
a mosr delightful discussion. Then he asked me, "So is Jesus the 
son ofGod?" 

This can be a landminc chat may either make or break a 
continued friendship. J responded with, "I read rhe Qur'an, and 
it tells me that Jesus was born of a virgin and that he was holy 
or righteous from birch." 

He pamed ro think a few momenrs and chen affirmed that, 
yes, it don say that. He tl1en moved on to a diffnmt subject. So 
1 had passed the first major hurdle. We actively discussed rhe 
great judgment theme, and he affirmed to me chat .Muslims fear 
tl1e judgment and that it causes such anxiety. I assured him that 
God wa� doing everything possible for him ro come through the 
judgment in His favour. God is in the business of desperately crying 
ro save us, 1 emphasized. These rhoughrs were also new to him. 

We flnally arrived at the hotel, and he was excited to receive 
a number of traces that I had already prepared for this type of 
encouncer. He assured me char he would read these materials. 

God is genuinely and wholly interested in reaching those 
who embrace Islam and is using every avenue to bring the light 
of the gospel to them. \Viii you pray fUr tact and wisdom and 
allow God co use you to reach out to chis massive people group? 
Contact me to obtain resources you can share with them. • 

Rudy Harnisch is AMR Liaison for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. 
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action 

Please note: Items in the "News• section may originate from various sources. The Canadian Adventist Messenger will give credit, via a byline, to authors of material submitted 
directly ro us for firsr prinring. Srories wirhour o byline may hove been wrirren by Messenger sroff, reprinred from orher publicorions or supplied ro us by a general press release. 

A l b e r t a 
Former Conference President Passes Away 

William (Bill) Olson 
was born in Lacombe.:, Alta., and 
lived on a farm with his parems and 
younger sister, Jeanette. The family 
moved w British Columbia's Fraser 
Valley prior co Bill's fifth-grade year. 
His f:tthcr died when Bill was 16, and 
although Bill felt responsible to smy 
home and share in the farm work, his 
mother insistt:d he finish high school 

at Canadian Union College. 
Upon completing high school, Rill studied theology at 

C:anadian Union C:ollege. Before finishing his degree, he signed 
on with the Campbell Soup Company. His then girlfriend,Judy, 
suggcstt:d hc look for a job that rcquircd less travel so they could 
consider developing a family together. Love prevailed, and he 
attended Andrews University and earned a degree in psychology. 

Immediately upon graduation he returned to Alberta and Judy, 
where he held an administrative position at the University of 
Alberta's Department of Psychology. Bill and Judy soon married 
and had their first son. All the while, Bill pursued a Master of 
Business Administration, graduating in the first Canadian program 

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
Let's Move Vancouver 

of its kind: in hospital and health care administration. 
One portion of Bills research connected him with the Sherwood 

Park Nursing Carc Homc and Adventist Health Care. It wasn't 
long Lmtil he was recruited to lead at Park Manor Personal Care 
Home in Winnipeg, Man., thus beginning his commitment to 
serving the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

Bill's career path included secretary-treasurer for the Alberta 
Conference, president and chief executive.: officer for the Gimbel 
Eye Cemre, treasurer for the British Columbia Conference, 
secretary-treasurer for the Middle East Union, treasurer for the 
Trans-European Division, and finally back home as prcsidenc of 
the Alberta Conference. 

Bill rt:firt'd in 1008 ond ('njoyt'd living with Judy on :�n 
acreage near Wetaskiwin. He passed away on Jan. 19, 2017. A 
memorial service celebrating Bill's life was held on Sunday, Feb. 
12, at the Wctaskiwin Scvcnch-day Advcncist Church. 

Bill is survived by his wife, Judy (nee Lindberg) and rheir 
three sons: Gregory, a pediatric dental and orthodontic professor 
at Lorna Linda University; David, a general surgeon in Edmonton; 
and Edward, a chartered accountant and advisor with Crowe 
MacKay. LLC in B.C. • 

On Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m .. a chrcc-part 
series entitled "Reimagining God" 

began at the Bell Performing Arts Centre: 
in Surrey, B.C. Ty Gibson, a passionate 
author and motivacor, delved into the 
problems with our current picture of God. 
From Dec. 2 to Dec. 4, Ty Gibson painted 
a picture of God worth more chan a 
passing glance. Gibson highlighted how 

a convcntional undcrstanding of God 
often conflicts with rationality, thereby 
resulting in atheism. It is often overlooked 
chat much of the atheistic mentality is not 
grounded in science bur rather rational 
thought and philosophy. By developing 
our understanding of the nature of God, 
much of these inconsistencies can be 
answered. One problem many people 

havc is chc notion that a loving God 
would allow such horrific acts in the 
world tO occur. Ty Gibson drew on his 
own personal experience to answer chis 
question. Growing up in a severely 
abusive household, Gibson was able to 
draw on his firsthand experience and 
reconcile rhis apparent contradiction. 

Ty Gibson has authored eight books, 
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including his most recenr best-selling 
release, A G'od Named Desin:. He is rhe 
lead pas£Or of the S£Oryline Church in 
Eugene, Ore., and co-direct<)r of light 
Bearers, <Ul imernacional media ministry. 
He is a captivadng speaker that uses 
personal and relatable stories to resonate 
with the audience and provide greater 
conrext for his message. 

In addition to the exploration into 
God, singer and songwriter Brandon 
Bee {his actual name) travelled from 
Washington to lead the worship service 
each night. Each ofBrandon's setS featured 
popular praise music that the audimc<.: 
could sing along to, as well as some of his 
original music that :til c(luld enjoy. Bee's 
brilliant vocal talenr and the bands heart­
felt cadence rang through the gorgeous 
Bell C<.:ntrc, and after the flrst song, it 
was clear to see that Brandon is fulfilling 
his purpose by using his talents to lead 
others in worship. Bee also offered his own 
view on God between rhe songs. further 
focusing the audimcc (In rh<.: message of 

n e w s  

Ty Gibson presented a series at the Bell Performing Arts Centre In Surrey, B.C., entitled "Reimaglnlng God." 

the night. 
This was Let's Move Vancouver's 

last evenr for 2016. The intimate setting 
ended what has been an amazing year. It 
has been filled with beautiful experiences 
and fostered amazing relationships with 
som<.: truly extraordinary pcopk. Let's 

Move Vancouver has one more evening 
of worship plann<.:d for rhc Metro 
Vancouver area on Jan. 28. \X!ith the 
combination of the local talent from 
the churches, personal testimonies, and 
a recap oft:he year's evangelism, this is 
;m <.:v<.:nt you do nor want to miss. • 

British Columbia Pastors and Principals Retreat 

Nearly 100 principals, adminisrra£Ors, 
pastors, as wdl as spouses and children 

gathered at Camp Hope for four days of 
fellowship and spiritual renewal. Joe Kidder, 
PhD. and author of the book Tbe Big Four: 
Secrets to a Thri11ing Church Family, ser 
the tone of the retreat by beginning with 
his testimony of converting from Islam to 

Christ while living in Iraq under Saddam 
Hussein. The next full day was spc:m on 
the power of prayer in personal growth 
and the growth of God's kingdom. The 
st:tristic that only one fifth of pasrors spend 
regular time in devotions and prayer made 
this personal to the pastors. They reacted 
by purchasing every book and CD rhat 

Kidder haJ brought 
wirh him. 

More attention was 
paid to the pastoral 
family rhan in the pasr. 
Some sessions were set 
aside for lessons on 
neck and shoulder 
massage for the spouses 
and a family skating 
time at the local rink 
in Hope. The retreat 
concluded with a stirring 
communion servic<.: 
led by our president, 
Wesley Torres. The BC 
Conference baptized 
222 individuals in 2016. 

Torr<.:s <.:halknged rhe pastors to coop<.:rat<.: 
with God in growu1g His kingdom with 
333 baptisms in 20 17. When the principb 
that Kidder presented are pur imo place, 
we expect rhe challenge ro be met. • 

- T o m  G / a t t s ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  
D i r e c t o r, B C  C o n f e r e n c e  
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M a r i t i m e s  
Yarmouth Church Grows Up 

Someone once said, "Yarmouth is nor 
the.: c.:nd of rhc world, bur you can sc.:c.: 

ir from here." Sometimes it feels as if we 
arc at the end of rhe world at chi:; end of 
Nova Scotia. 

Yarmouth has had a Seventh-day 
Adventist prcsc.:ncc.: sincc.: bc.:forc.: I can 
remember. I remember Elder Norman 
Froot holding meetings in a funeral home 
here back in the '60s. My parents were 
members then. 

Eldc.:r \XTilfrc.:d and Hdcn Michads came.: 
to Y.·mnout:h, and we had a wonderful group 
that met in the church in Tusker, which 
had been purchased some years before. 
Over the years attendance dwindled as 
pc.:oplc.: ldt rhc area. 

Pasror Jacques LeBlanc and his wife, 
Irene, along with rheir children, were 
hc.:n.: tor a few yc.:ars. Then thc.:y movc.:d 
ro Bridgewater, and he would come 
occasionally to m<:<·t with us. When h<: 
was called ro another area, Pasror Glen 
Corkum rerurned co Yarmouth. 

Corkum invited Pastor Victor Gill co 

O n t a r i o  

hold some meetings in Yarmouth along 
wichJart:d Browne.:, who was working as a 
Bible worker in this area. By chis rime a 
couple of pcuplc had rerurnc.:d tO church 
and, after a baptism following Gill's 
meetings, we rented a room ac Beacon 
United Church co hold regular Sabbath 
services. There were six members in 
attendance along with Jared Browne. 
Jared worked in chis area for d1ree years. 

Pascor Leroy Corkum (nephew of 
Glc.:n Corkum) was assigm:d co our 
discricr. He served us for six years before 
leaving co serve in Kenya, Africa (where 
he and his wife, Debbie, arc living today). 

Today Courtney Dookie has become 
our pastOr and is working coward building 
om· own church. Leta Dukeshire has 
generously offered ro donate a piece of 
land on the.: outskirts of town on which 
co build a church. There is much work to 
b<: dont• to get th<' land n:ady, but Wl' arc 
depending on God's guidance to show us 
where we are to be and how we are to 
procc.:c.:d. 

lt is amazing co me how God has 
workc.:d co incrc.:asc.: our nurnbc.:rs. We.: 
have seen people move in from Brirish 
Columbia, Ontario, and even Ru.ssia. 
Our membership is listed as 24, and 
several more people may be joining our 
group within the.: nc.:xc few months. 

\'V'e have faith rhar God is on our side, 
and we will follow His plan for us as we 
work cowards nor only a larger group bur 
also a building of our own in which co 
worship. We.: know that God's will will 
be done, and we implore you to pray for 
this group as we move forward. 

Jesus is coming soon, and we wanr co 
be ready ro greer Him from the rop of che 
hill in Y.'lrmouth. The location we have.: 
been given is high on a hill overlooking 
rhe beamiful Yarmourh Harbour and rhe 
Atlantic Ocean. May God guide.: us in 
rhis endeavour and bless our efforts co 
worship Him. • 

- W i n o n a  P i e r c e ,  t r e a s u r e r, 
Y a r m o u t h  c h u r c h  

20th Anniversary of Yugoslavian Church in  Vancouver 
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On Dec. 24, Vancouver Yugoslavian 
Church celebrated irs 20"' anniversary. 

The.: church started back in 1996. whc.:n 
a couple of Yugoslavian immigranrs in 
Vancouver got together and scarred 
d1eir worship services wid1 che goal of 
organizing rhe church so rhey can preach 
the.: gospc.:l to their countrymm in the.: 
Vancouver area. 

This special anniversary worship 
service was attended by many guests 
who had connections with che church 
throughout its 20 years of c.:xistc.:ncc. 

The main speaker for rhe day was 
Pastor Pecar Ojakov, who was the 
first pastor co serve and organize the 
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our hearts to Him in service. • Yugoslavian church leading up to 2002, 
whc.:n he: moved away. Through singing, 
worshipping God, srudying His word, 
and fC:IIow�hippingaround the table, we 
reminisced our history, our reason for 

existing and the future possibilities of 
preaching the: gospc:l as we wait for our 
Lord's rerum. \'i/e were reminded char as 
rhc Lord blessed us in the past, He is also 
ready to bless us in the future if we give 

- 5 / o b o d a n  B o b  B a b i c ,  
P a s t o r, V a n c o u v e r  

Y u g o s l a v i a n  C h u r c h  

M a n i t o b a - S a s k a t c h e w a n  
Ministry Expands In  Nunavut 
The following story is told by Ghadihela Flores. She and her husband, Jose Quezada, along with !lisa pi Haulli, 

are co-leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in lgloolik, Nunavut. They had a chance to visit the remote 

hamlet of Naujaat (formerly known as Repulse Bay), and God opened some doors in amazing ways! 

Jose, llisapi, and 1 had a wonderful rime sharing God's 
message ro the community ofNaujaat, Nunavur. For 

me and Jose, it was our first visit to Naujaat, bur it was 
!lisa pi's first visit since her teenage years. llisapi has family 
in Naujaar. so she: was very excited ro spend time with 
rhem as well. 

At first we didn't have the finances tO go, bur we rook 
that leap of faith, and God provided. It was amazing co 
see how God opened the doors for tiS co visit and provided 
a plaet: for us ro stay as well. 

When we first arrived, we asked rhe hamler leader if 
we could me che radio srarion each night to do a Rihle 
program. They cold us we could go on the air for only 
one hour that evening. God placed in our hearts char 
rhe message rhat nighr would be about "Why We Need 
the Bible." Jose also shared a health nugget abour water 
before rhe srudy. 

This message touched th<.: hearts of rh<.: lisrcn<.:rs, some 
of whom requested for the Bible program co be on air 
again rh<.: fiJIInwing day. In rhe fi)Ur days we visited, we 
were able to gee a coral of9.S hours on the radio, allowing 
us co share more Rible truths, including che Sabbath. 
One: lady was very intc:rcstc:d in rhc health nuggets char 
jose and llisapi presemed as well. 

On Sabbath we rented the community hall to host 
Bible studies and a concert. \Y!e gave away 20 Bibles in 
lnuktitm and 36 Bibles in English. We were also able to 
visit some: homes to pray for individuals. 

The people ofNaujaar were very welcoming and 
hungry w search the: scriptures for God's word. We 
thanked God for opening the doors for Ilisapi, and for 
Jose and me ro visit and share God's \Yiord in Naujaac. 

L. toR.: Jose Quezada, Ghadihela Flores, and llisapi Haulli and her son (top of ar<h). 

\%: ask for prayers for thost: who continue: to search and 
learn more abour God's Word. We are. in conracr wirh them 
through Facebook and hope: to return one day. • 

- G h a d i h e l a F l o r e s ,  
l g l o o l i k  C h u r c h  C o - L e a d e r  

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT. As of Dec.31 , 201G, therewere-128deposltors wlth a total deposlt 
• of S10,790,R In ThPrP wPrP R7 1<Mn\ wrlh .J v.JiuP ol S/n,R90,S74 

For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao-quiambao.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-001 1. 
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S D A  C h u r c h  • 1 n  C a n a d a  
Burman University Votes New President 

ro serve as the institution's 25'" pres idem. 

Agn:y will succc�.:d currcnt pn.:sid�.:m, Mark 
Haynal, who will be srepping down due 
w the.: cxpiration of hi� work pc.:rmit. 

"I am confident that Dr. Loren Agrey 
will be an effective leader for Burman 
Univcrsiry," says Mark johnson, Prcsidmt 
of the Sevenrh-day Adventist Church in 
Canada (SDACC) and Burman University 
Board Chair. "Loren is both a 'people 
person' and an excellent administrator." 

35 years. From 2003 ro 20 I 0, he served 
in diffcrmt capacitks at Burman Univ�.:rsity: 
Conn·aC[ Lcnurer (2003), Associare in 
Academic Administration (2004-2005), 
and Vice-President for Academic Admin­
isrrarion (2005-20 I 0). 

"Throughout irs 1 1  0-y�.:ar hiscory, 
Burman University has provided excellence 
in faith-based education," says Agrey. "I 
look forward ro working with rhe admin­
istrative ream, along with me faculty and 
staff. co conrinu�.: this kgacy ofhdping 
students achieve their academic, spiritual, 
and other life goals." 

On Feb. 6, 2017, rhe Burman University 
board of trustee� vorcd Loren A grey 

Agr�.:y is currcncly s�.:rvingas rh�.: Dcan 
for Undergraduate Academic Affairs at 
Kettering College in Ohio. He previously 
served as the president for cl1e Asia-Pacific 
lnrernadonal University in Thailand. 

A grey ha.� scrvcd as an educator for ovcr 

Details about the transition between 
current and incoming leadership wil l  be 
made available.: at a Iacer date.:. • 

F.A.C.E. Free African Children thru Education 
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You can e(!ucate orphans In Alric.ln 
M•�ntl<t sdtools! FACE orpltanst� at 
home with !Urviving fimily mPmbe� YOUf 
S7S a year gift pays school fees. uniforms. 
pendls, pens. paper, and pouage for a chid 
orphane(i by war, pcl'rerly, and disease. FACE 
sends your donatlol1 to Uganda, then sends 
you a tax realpt and your chlllfi Information. 

Mail: fA({.doMMtaRoff�y.1942Wolf 
GrM Rd, Almonte, ON KOA 1 AO Can.tda 

Ema1l: ton@realestateinreddeer.com Jon and Denise Nichols 
denise&realestateinreddeer.com ASSOCIATE BROKER & AGENT 

GEORGE'S TREE will teach you how to benefrt from Canadian 

tax deductible policies when you make your current charitable 

donations, as well as charitable bequests in your Will. A financial 

specialist in Planned Giving, author Alain Levesque uses an easy­
to-read story format to demystify many preconceived notions. 

This special edition includes examples for Planned Gifts to 

Canadian Adventtst charitable orgamzations. 
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HOrE (HANN[l: 
� WHC R t  llH ) lMr l  Y 

I ��Gf1)  � [ 1 1 [ �  

Ta ke advantage 
of GTA rea l estate 

- where the smart money is. 

8 1 2°/0 A�l�uAl r.ETJ � - ON INVESTMENT 
US YOUR CASr RRS ·s T SA S IRA S AND R ACCOUN S 

WATCH HOPE CHANNEL IN NORTH AMERICA 

� Ill ( St"'miog" hop•"'•'< J 
Free-to-air television (in some areas) 
list of local channels on hopetv.org/local 
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Enjoy quality Christian education 
without sacrificing family time. 

The Process for Nominators: 
Must be a stakeholder (superintendent, pnncipal, school board member, teacher, pastor, school staff member, parent, student, or church member). 
Must not be immediate family members of the nominee. 
If the nominee is a teaching principal, the nominator must select either Teaching or Administrator Award. All letters of recommendation must sup­
port the appropriate award they are being nominated for. 
•Important- please check w1th local conference or boarding academy to see 1f the teacher and/or adm1mstrator that you want to recommend fulfills 
the requirements for the Nominee noted below. 
Must complete the Nomination Form, letter of Recommendation Form, and a letter of Recommendation. 
Must ftnd two other stakeholders (one from each of the two other categones), unrelated to the nom1nee, to complete the letter of Recommenda­
tion Form and write Letters of Recommendation. For example, if the nominator Is someone from the School Leadership category (Superintendent, 
Principal, or School Board Member), the remalmng two letters of recommendation must be from each of the remaining categories, one from 
Colleagues (Teacher, Pastor, or School Staff Member) and one from School Community (Parent, Student, or Church Member). 

Nominee: 
Must have a valid Standard, Professional, or Administrator denominational teaching certificate. 
Recipient of teacher award must have a minimum of one full year teaching experience in the Seventh-day Adventist Church in canada school 
system. 
Recipient of the administrator award must have a minimum of two years of administrator experience at the current school ro be eligible for the 
administrator award. 
Must be a teacher or administrator who Is employed at least half time for the Seventh-day 1\dventlst Church In Canada school system. 
Must not have recewed an Excellen�;e Award withm the last f1ve years. 
(A list of teachers who have rece1ved awards are posted on CAT�net-http://catnet.adventtst.ca.) 

It is our hope that the SDACC Excellence in Education Award will inspire our teachers and school administrators to always strive for excellence In teaching 
and serv1ce, and that those who are presented w1th this prest1g1ous award w11l truly appreciate it as a token of our thanks for havmg them as excellent 
teachers In our school system. 

Please take the time to nominate your Adventist School teacher or principal today. Nomination forms can be found on CAT-net, 
tmp://catnct.adventlst.ca under Resources SDACC Excellence in Education Award or you may call the SDACC office of EducatiOn at 905.433.0011 x2072. 

-
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• Announcements 
PROCESS: 

• All announcements (non· 
profit events, new member 
notices, birth announcements, 
weddings, anniversaries, 
obituaries, and tributes) should 
be emalled to Aimee Perez 
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca) 
or faxed to her attention at 
905/433-0982. 

• Every individual named In 
the announcement must be 
aware of the submission and 
have granted the submitter 
approval for printing. 

• Obituaries must be submitted 
on the appropriate form, 
completed and/or approved by a family member of the 
deceased. The forms (both 
printable and electronically 
submltable) are available at 
www.adventist.ca/messenger. 

• The Messenger assumes no 
liability for typographical 
errors or responsibility for 
inaccuracies originating in 
submitted material. 

• For more information about 
Messenger announcement 
policies, go to www.adventist. 
ca/messenger, click "Writers' 
Guidelines· then click 
Nannouncements." 

• Annoucements 
64"TJA/CAA Alumni Homecoming 
Weekend-Crawford Adventist 
Academy will be holding irs 64"' 
Alumni Homecoming Weekend on 
May 27 and 28. 2017, honouring 
TJA clas«s ofl982 (Grade 12). 1977 
(Grade 10). 1972 (Grade 10}. 1967, 
and all classes prior: CAA Classe.< of 
2007,2002, 1997. 1992,and 1987. We 
welcome :1JI nur :1lumni :md fitmilics , 
former .tnd currenr administrators� 
board members, Geulty & sr.ff. 
!"'rents, friends and supporters. 
Ple:.tse con mer Judy Cardona G:1mez, 
Development Direcror, 416/633·0090 
I mil-free 866/960-2125 ext. 248 ot· 
jgrunez@cad sb.com. Visit our offlcial 
website www.caasda.corn; follow us 
on Twirrcr @TJACAAAiumni; like 
us on Facebook "The Official TJA/ 
CAA Alumni Croup: (S/ 17) 

Okanagan (Adventist) Academy: 
1oo•h Anniversary Centennial 
Celebration. Calling all Alumni, 
lcachcrs, Srudcms. and Staff(anyone 
who ever an end or was orhenvise 
involved} to join us June 30-July 2. 
20 17. Go to www.okaa.ca, click on 
"Alumni" rn rcg:is-cc.:r fc,r r.hc weekend. 
Sabbath lunch, and to reserve an 
OKA(A} Hi,;ory book. Fnr<JUC.<c:inns. 
please email okaaalumni@shaw.ca. 

Join us for an oppornmiry to reconnect 
wirh friends and dassm:m.:s whc:re 
students are "Developing Purpose 
and Shaping Character:· 

The Heritage Green Adventist 
Churdl is looking for the following 
missing members: Oan lhdiuk, 
Jan Badiuk, Robert Bcaurivage. 
Arlene Benavides. Irma Bendzsel. 
Chauzin� Bowman, Nlaxinc Bowman, 
Sean Bowm;m, Eleonore Budny, 
Hector Cnu, Alfredo Henson, Gina 
Kretschman, Paulin LaChance, Linda 
Linger, Rebecca Morrnn, Vcronia 
Petre, Alexandra Tabora, Fernando 
·r.,bora, Marbdla T.1b<>ro, Nonna 
T.1bora, Maria Temple. Roland 
Temple. II' you have a cutTen< phone 
number and address for any of these 
peo11le, pl.,se cont:tct Pastor Pa ul 
Casey at 905/973-5750 or pcas.y@ 
ad,·entistontatio.org. 

The British Columbia Conference 
Is looking for the following 
missing members: Kenneth and 
Irene Dewdrz, Hilda Egglcs[()ne· 
Prieston, John and Florence Glover. 
Anthony and Dehorah Gream, 
Douglas and Joan Harter, Lind.1 
Hartmann (Neish). Ernesto and 
Arlene Mindoro, Donald Mullen, 
Susan Pang, Pauline Pawlinoski. 
Lorne Porcnrier, Sheila :md David 
Pl'ice, D;wid RobertS, Wesley and 
Lenna Schul r-l, Margaret Scruggs, 
Gordon ""d Re<<le Sheer<,Judirh 
Smirh, F-dward ancl Geraldine Smirh, 
Zoe ond Burton \\'leiss. If you have a 
currcnr phone number and address 
for any of these people, please contact 
Esther Kuppe•'S ac 604/853-5451 ext. 
331 orckuppcrs@bcadvcmb;.ca. 

• New Members 
MARITIME 

Faith Belhomme wos bapnzed in 
Pugwash, N.S., :ltcampmeeringon 

July 22, 2016, by her f.uher, Gary 
Belhomme. She is now a member of 
the Fox Point church. 

Merel Douglas Chase was baptized 
in Bridgewater, N.S., on Nov. 12, 2016. 
by Pedro Gra�a. He i< a memh<:r nf 
the Bridgewater church. 

Jeff Chetwynd was accepced on 
profession of faith on Oct. 29. 2016. 
He is now a member of the .Monccon 
church. 

Peter Doucet w•s accepted on 
proic.<.<inn (If f.tirh nn Nnv. I�- 2016. 
He is now a member of the Jvloncron 
church. 

Pauline Hood was baptized in 
Charlorrewwn. P.E .• on Nov. 12. 2016, 
by Mecard Salomon. She is now a 
member (If rhe Charlorrccown church. 

Abby Htoo and her husband, Plch 
Htoo) were bapcizcd in Moneran, 
N.B.,on Dec. 17, 2016, by Met<trd 
Salomon. They arc nnw members <Jf 
the Moncton church. 

Judy McGregor was baptized in 
Charlm remwn P. F.., on Nov. 12, 
2016, by Metard Salomon. She is 
now a membel' of the Charlottetown 
church. 

Ludwig Enrique Pineda Menard 
was baprized itt Moncton, N.ll., on 
Dec. 17, 2016, by Mcrard Salumon. 
He is now a member of the Moncton 
chu rch. 

Peter Shelfoon was baptize<i in 
Charlonccown. P.E., on Nov. 12, 
2016, by Metard Salomon. He is 
now a mcmb<.·r of rhc Charlottetown 
church. 

Christine Trenholm was accepted 
on profession "ff:1ith on Occ. 17, 
2016, in Moncton N.B. She is now 
a memher of r.he Mont!ron chul't!h. 

Dallas Urquhart was baptized in 
Moncton, N.B .. on Dec. 17. 2016, 
by Metard Salomon. She is now a 
�ember of rhc i\l(oncmn church. 

• Anniversaries 
Daniel ;"tnd Barbara Hrenyk of 
Toronro. Ont .• celebrated rheir SO'h 
weddingannive:rs.1 1'y <'Jn Nov. 20, 

20 16. A celebratton was held in thetr 
home with many friends, f.1mily, and 
neighbours. The Hrenyks h�ve two 
chilclren and one grandchild. 

• Obituaries 
Lalbela Chhangte was born on 
June 2, 1934, in Lungdai, Mizor:lln, 
India, and died on Nov. 13, 2016, in 
Courtice, Om. In Canada. he wol'ked 
as a colporteur in St. John's, Nfld., ar 
the Advenmr school in Corner Brook. 
Ntlcl .. and ar College Woodwork in 
Oshawa. Onr .. as well as serving IS 
years at scho<>ls in lnclia. l.albcla is 
predeceased by his parents, Jhanhranga 

a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

and Lalzapi Chhangte; brothers, 
uwrathanga Chhangrc,Jhianbawia 
Chhangte, and Lalngaihthanga 
Chhangre; sisters, Darduangi and 
Darmawii. Sun•iving: wife, El sie 
(nee Chawngrhu) Chhanl,'<e; sons, 
lawrence (Nicole) Chhangre. Kevin 
(t\bishag} Chh•ngre; danghtct's, 
Cordelia (Anthony) Philips and 
Donn:t (Kevin) Pluc; bl'orher, 
Lalngaizuala Chhangr<: and rhrec 
grandcMdren. 

Irma (nee Longard) Graves was 
born on March 8. 1939, in Halif.", 
N.S .. and died on Nov. 14, 2016, in 
Halifax. She w:ts 3 long·cimc rncmbcr 
of the Halifax church. Irma is prede­
ceased by her pal'enrs, Gilben and 
Dororh)• Longard: and brother. 
Laurie Longard. Surviving: husb;Uld, 
Dennis Graves; sons, Dwighr (Marilyn) 
Graves ofBayside, N.S.,John (Dawn) 
Grave.< of Upper Saekville, N.S .. 
Geoffrey Graves of Bayside, and 
Chrisropher (Ivana) Grave.< nf 
Vancouver. B.C.; daughters, Pamela 
Graves ofHalif.1X, Terri Graves of 
Darm1outh. N.$.: seven grandchildren 
and one g•·eat-gmndchild. 

Myrtle Eleanor (nee Clarke) 
Grovet was born on May 23. 1936. 
in Edmonton, Alta .. and died on 
N(lv. 5. 20 16, in Spruce View, A Ira. 
Although she left high school in 
Gr:ulc 1 1 ,  she ccmrinuccl ro rake 
courses. and one of her proudest 
nch ievemenrs wa.� earning her G F.D 
a few weeks be fore her 60th birthday. 
Myrtle is predeceased by her iii'St 
husband, Ezcquid Raposo; second 
husband, Albert Grovet; parents, 
Charles and Maude (nee Hager) 
Clarke; and brother, Roben Cla•·ke. 
Surviving: sons. T(lny (Joyce) 
Raposo and Amario (Sylvia) 
Raposo; daughrers, Maria (Allen} 
Haubrich, Dia (Heath} Hurren, 
and i\lda (Kevin) Conroy; brorhers, 
Allen Clarke and Elmer Clarke: 
sisrers, Gertrude. Violet. �ncl 
Margaret; and nine grandchildren. 

Mary (nee Wilson) Hubbard was 
born on Dec. 24, 1922, in Shafron, 
Engbnd, and diecl on July 18, 2016, 
in Lethbridge, Alta. She was a f.1ithful 
and acrivc member of the Lerhbridge 
church for 52 years. serving in many 
posicion.s. She wa.� n1osr loved for 
her e-ncouraging words) phonC" calk 
prayers, and smile. Mary is predeceased 
by her husband, Alfred Hubbard; 
parents, Samuel and Edith Wilson; 
and o;;un-in�l:tw, Fn:d Kwan. Survivint;: 
sons, Ken (Doris) Hubbard of Red 
Deer, Alrn. And Philip (i\nnerrc} 
Hubbard of Lethbridge; daughter, 
Linda Kwan of Pore Elgin, Om.; 
live grandchildren and seven grear­
gr:u·u1children. 

Clifford Norman Martin was born 
on April 4. 1929. in Edmonron, A Ira., 
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and died on Nov. 30. 20 16, in 
Kdowna, B.C. He built the married 
student quanet'S at Fulton College 
in Fiji. Cliffiu·d is predecc:�Scd by his 
parcnrs, Harry and Hilda Marrin; and 
hrorhcr, Clarence i'vfarrin. StJrviving: 
wik Margaret Elsie (nee Lamming) 
Nbrtin; .<ons, \IV-1ync (Virginia) 
Marron, Terry Marrin, Howard 
(l.ouise) Martin, •nd lhl'l'y (ls>lbelle) 
Martin: daughrcr, Lorinda (Bill) 
Andet·sen: brother. Gord (Ella) 
Martin: 13 grandchildrm and 16 
great-grandchildren. 

Marjorie (nee Bell) Severtson 
was horn on June 22, 1922, in Sylvan 
Lake , Alta .. and died on July 4. 2016. 
in Sylvan Lake. She served hCI' Sylvan 
Lake church for many years as the 
P�rhflncfer l�der, commtJniry services 
leader, and church pianist. Marjorie 
also served as a missionary, reaching 
nurs�.-s· rr.tlning in Nicarabrtla fOr four 
years. Marjorie is prede ceased b)' her 
husband. Arthur Scvcrr:son. Surviving: 
sons. Keith (Tara) Severtson of 
Brasg Creek, Alra., Duke (Jcrralyn) 
SevertSon of Sylvan Lake: daughter, 
Rcrh (Carl) Scverrsnn ofT<:u·onto. 
Om.: Hve grandchildren and one 
gre><-gmndchild. 

Ferris Williams was bom on Sept. 
26, 1929. in Charlorrevilk Tobago, 
and died on jw1e I 0, 2016, in Oshawa, 
Onr. He lived in Sasbroon, $ask., for 
40 ve�r'l(. where he . .;erved in numemtL� 
cln;rch posir.ions. Surviving: wife, 
Ermine Williams: sons, Michael 
(Oii,·c) Williams ofWhitby, Om., 
Novak Williams of Fresno, Calif.. 
and Get·hardr (Suzze([e) Williams 
of Oshawa: daughrcr, l'arricia Dale 
(Carlton) Roulston of Scarborough, 
Onr.; nine grandchildren and rwo 
great-grandchildren. 

• Tribute 

Lalbela Chhangte 
Jun. 2,1934-No� 12,2016 
Refore ilnmigr.uing [0 Cannda in 
1981, Lalbda Chhangrc worked in 
India lor 18 years. His work included 
headmaster ar Hdcn Lowry School in 
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Mizoram and at Adventist Training 
School in Meghahya. In Canada he 
worked as a colporteur in St. John's, 
Ntld., and a reacher at the Advcnrisr 
School in Corner Brook, Nfld. He 
also worked ar College \Voodwork ar 
Kingsway Colleg�. Be for< he passed 
i'm':\)�, with gcncmus d')tutions 
received from members of College 
Park Ch,u·cl, rhrough Mizo Mission, 
he and his wife built four churches 
and supplied benches for a numbet· 
of ocher churches, compurcrs and 
primers, beds and student desks 
for schools in the Indian smrcs of 
Mizoram and Assam. 

Lalbcla is survived bv hi< wife, 
Elsie Chhangte; childr�n. Cordelia 
(Anthony Philips) Chhan�:,'fc, Oonna 
(Kevm Plut) Chhangte, Lawrence 
(Nict)le Cttrrier) Chhangre, Kevin 
(Abishag) Chhangre; and a brother. 
Lalng;1izuala (Lianmawii} Chhangte. 
His four brothers and two sisters 
predeceased him. 

• Advertising 
?oli cies 

PROCESS: 

• All advertising should 
be submitted with local 
conference approval. 

• Payment must accompany 
your ad. or it will not be 
published. 

• The Messenger assumes 
no responsibility for typo· 
graphical errors, nor liability 
for the advertisements. 
Acceptance of ads does not 
constitute endorsement of 
the products or services by 
the Seventh·day Adventist 
Church in Canada. 

RATES: 

For ads rates, sizes, deadlines, 
and mor�. visit: www.adventlst. 
ca/messenger. 

• Advertisements 
Vegan Friendly-TruHealth· 
Fat-Loss-System. F�"rrcmdy 
effective. health-building. bone/lean 
mass/energy impl'oving. 3-producc 
>'}'S«m includes ( 1) good- tasting 
pea/rice bran protein shake. (2) 
TruShapc capsule char convcm body 
fi1t into energy. (.�) delicious TruPure 
ccll-clcame daily drink. www.flm 
timc:ever.ca Vivion thegoodlife @lit· 
rldoon.ca 888.301.3338 (6/17) 

Fountainview Academy is "' 
80-studenc boarding school nestled 
in rhe prisrine JTiounrain� offirirish 
Columbia. Leading young people to 
Chtist is our first priorit)'· We are an 
accredircd school with an excdlem 

•unbelievable Non GMO Gourmet Vegan Meats' 
God has opened the door to allow u� to expand a eros� 
the country. We are not looking for employees but we 
are looking for some God fearing people who believe 

in the health message and would be interested ln a means to reach the world 
while also providing d mean� to be self �uflicient by running your own business. 
lf you, or an SOA you know, would like to manage a region for us, visit our web­
site and contact us. 1 his is not a MLM business but a traditional business to be 
based in your home or existing store. Our Information Pack includes samples 
plus everything you need to get started. Thank you for your interest. We look 
forward to hearing from yw. God Bl�s! 

www.SeriouslyltsNOT.com 

vc._x:arinnal rraining program.11, sec ::t 
list of our current job o�nings, which 
indttcfes fin lnt.�tt<:orry �.f:ln:lger :\nd a 
Farm Manager, please visit our website 
www.fountainview:lcldemy.ca. (7/17) 

Authors of cookbooks, health 
bnoks, childrcns chaprcr and picrure 
books. call 800/367-1844 for your 

.frucvalmrion. We publish all
.
lmok 

formars. distribute ro over 39,000 
hnoksron.:s in 220 counrric.,�. Find 
our 11tw rides at vour local ABC or 
www.TEACHS�rvices.com-usd 
SDA books at www.LNFBooks.com. 
(8/17) 

Elizabeth View Bed & Breakfast, 
conveniently locarcd ncxr ro Rum1:tn 
University in Lacombe, AB. Private 
cnrrancc, harhroom; ancl breakfasr 
served in personal lounging area. 
Overlooks Lake FJ izabcrh wirh ics 
maintained walking trails. Ideal for 
buo;iness cu· plea sure. www.e.liz:therh 
view.ca. Conracr Dianne at 403/782· 
3407. (5/17) 
Remnant Publications has 
the perfect study Bible that 
will enhance personal devotions for 
bmh adulrs and children. We can 
also provide you with sharing books, 
pockcrbooks. and DVOs ro help you 
reach your community with the 
gospel. Visit your ARC. or www. 
remnanrpublicacions.com or call 
800/423-1319 for a free 'atalog. 
(8/17) 

Maui Vacation Condo: relaxing 
and affOrdable. Only a 3-min. walk 
co rheheach! 1-bdrmw/kingbed. 
Clean, comfortable. well·mainrained. 
Slecf>S 4. Fully fumished kitchen, 
washer/dryer. and morel Fru parking. 
Wi·Fi, and calls to Canada/U.S.! 
Friendly Kihei SDA church nearby. 
Visit us at www.vrbo.com/62799. 
Email: mauivisra 1 125@gmail.com 
or call M:trk 909/800·9841 (USA). 
(7/17) 

Hawaii Vacation Condo Rentals: 
t\urhcnric "'Hawaiian Pl:mr:uinn�srylc," 
fUll kitchens. 2-minute walk to beach/ 
f:lmous 8·mile oce:1nside walking 
path. Relax, rejuvenate. explore. the 
beamifui "Gorden l<le Kouoi"­
eanh's paradise! Resort includes 3 
pools/hot spas, picnic/grilling areas. 
free WiFi/parking. acriviry concierge. 
S minutes to chw·ch, walking distance 
rn rc..o.;r:mrant'\/shop�/local cnrcrtain· 
menr/hikinglparks/all2menities, •nd 
only 1 5  minurc..o.; tTom l.ihuc airpnrr. 
View/book online: www.vrbo.com/ 
862188 (Queen heel), www.vrbo. 
com/rooms/862194 (King bed). 
www.vrbo.com/862193 (2 double 
beds). Lyle/Vivian: thegoodlife@ 
litdeloon.ca: 888/301-3338. (6/17) 

We're seeking a used marimba or 
xylophone or vibraphone to purchase. 
Please: email sreve:plummel'7@yaho6. 
com. (3/17) 



High Definition and DVR 
Connect to any TV • Record your favorite shows • IPTV Ready• 

• You must have Internet at home to wal<h non-satellite <hannels 

Please ask us about 

INTERNET Channels 

Watch Available IPTV 

Channels via Internet 

Complete satellite system $299CAN 
No Monthly Fees 

No Subscriptions 

Includes 36in Dish 

FREE Install Kit 

Plus shipping 

Two Room 
System $449 
Plus shipping 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

HopeCha n nel 
Now available on 

these cable stations: 
Eastlink, Delta, Coastal, 

and CityWest 

Citywf/f 

Your Support Helps Provide Orphans With ... 
• Home and Family • Education and Guidance 
• Food and Clothing • Security and Protection 

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY! 
o Yes !  I will sponsor a child for $25 per month 

_ Boy _Girl _ No Preference 

0 I do not wish to sponsor a child, but I would 
like to make a donation of$ to the 
_Joy Fund _Greatest Need _Other 

Name ________________________ __ 

Street _____________ _ 

City _______ Prov ______ PC __ _ 

Phone Email _____ _ 

TO DONATE, CALL: 905.925.1628 
TO SPONSOR A CHILD, CALL: 301.879.4939 

• REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E. Whitby, "- ON UN 9G3, Canada • Phone: 905.925.1628 t_ • 1 Canada Tax Exempt #89503 4189 RROOl � www.reach.org • info@reachcanada.org 
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from the editor 
My Canada includes Mus l ims in  Quebec 

March 2 0 1 7  l'fj 

ON JAN. 29, 201 7, A HEARTBREAKING TRAGEDY STRUCK QUEBEC CITY, 
QUE. Dozens of Muslim men, having gathered at their local mosque for Sunday 
prayers, lost their sense of security in their house of worship when a gunman 
mtc:rc.:d thc:ir prayer room and opc:nc:d fire. Earlic:r that evening six familic:s likdy 
had dinner, nor knowing rhar rhey would see their loved ones for rhe lasr rime. 
Wives became widows, and children became: fatherless. 

Unfortunately, scenes Like chis are all too common today. Images of violence 
around the world infiltrate our home� and minds. This particular tragedy hits 
home:, lite.: rally, on Canadian soil. 

Canada has always been known as a country with people as diverse as irs 
landscape. As members of the worldwide Adventist Church, we know something 
about diversity too. According to a recent srudy by The Pew Research Centre, 
Sevenrh-day Advenrisrs are rhe mosr racially diverse religious group in rhe Unired 
Srates 1 We may struggle with it at times, but I love the divc.:rsity within our church, 
and I recognize the opportwlity it presenrs for om churches to spread the gospel 
message ro every nation, tribe, rongue, and people. 

In addition to om health message.:, the Scvcnth·day Advc.:nrist Church is also 
known for its involvement in religious liberty. Our churches are poised to become 
cc.:ntrcs of hope.: and wholc.:ness in our communitic._�. This is a grc.:at opportunity 
for us. Imagine if our churches held rallies for tolerance and religious liberty in 
our churches as we do cooking schools and smoking cessation seminars. 

When I conductc.:d seminars at Share: Him outrc:ach cvc:ncs on connc:ccing with 
the community, I would often ask, "What does a church have to do to get visitors 
to return a sc.:cond time.:?" Answers rangc.:d from, "Rc.: loving" and "Rc caring" ro 
"Hold potluck." While there were plenty of good responses, my answer is rhis: 
We've got to get them in the first time. 

Many of us have.: rc.:ad rht: oft-quotc:d passage: from Ellt:n Whitc:'s Ministry of 
Healing: "Christ's method alone will give rrue success in reaching the people. 
The Saviour minglc::d with men as one who desired tht:ir good. He showed His 
sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won d1eir confidence. Then 
He bade them, 'Follow Me:"2 

The.: calamity in Quc.:bcc is an c.:xcdlc.:nt opportunity w connc.:ct wirh neighbours, 
co·workers, friends of all fairh and non-faid1 communities, to do chat one thing 
to get people in our churches for the flrst time. • 

sr 
Stan Jensen, editor 
Canadian Adventist Messenger 

1 https://goo.gi/X4bkbZ 
2 p. 143. 

PS: The Messenger is always looking for stories on how local churches involve and engage their 
communities. If you have a story to tell, email me at jensen.stan@adventist.ca. 



((Those who loved you and were 
helped by you, will ren1en1ber you . . . .  " 

Chm·lcs Spurgeon 

We can h.elp you. 
Go to www.willplan.ca 

email legal@adventist.ca or call 905A33-00 1 1 ,  ext. 2078 



Clean water brings joy and opportunity. The gift of water prevents disease, allows children 
to attend school, and helps to provide better n u trition for families. 

Visit www.adra.ca/thegiftofwater to find out more. 

� ADRK · Canada 
20 Robert St. W. Newcastle, ON LlB 1C6 I 1-888-274-2372 I www.adra.ca 


