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Together We're Building a New
Library at Burman University!

In a very tangible way, the library building
demoﬁétrate your confidence in our young
men and women and help prepare them
for effective Christian service.

Every gift, no matter its size, will be
publicly recognized on a donor wall.
In addition, you may choose to honour
someone special.

Who has had a major impact on your faith
or your career? How has God blessed you?
A plague on the Wall of Gratitude can be
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There are also opportunities to name specific areas of the library, both
large and small. We invite you to discuss your interest in participating in

B MAN this important project. Please contact
1 E UR Loren Agrey J.D. Victor Fitch Eric Rajah
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U N I V E R S | T Y President President Emeritus, Chair Chair, Advancement
president@burmanu.ca Campaign Advisory Team and Donor Relations
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€€ have stored up

your word in my heart,

that | might not sin
against you.”

The Word as Treasure

he person who discovers God and chooses to align with Him often

punders the relatiﬂnship l)fScripturr: and life. If we choose God's way,

His character, His “normal” is best understood by careful study of the
Scriptures. Sometimes we call it “His Holy Word.” And itis huly, because
even thuugh it was articulated thmugh fragile, imperfc ¢t humans, it still
represents the heart and holiness of God Himself, our Maker and Redeemer.

Frcquently the question arises, “Pastor, how can I know what to do?”
or further, “I'm struggling with stuff that leads me to violate my covenant
with God. How can that change?”

I love those questions because they signal that the questioner feels the
desire to do the will of God.

God brings clarity to our hupe for a stable connection with Him
thmugh the words of the psalmist. God’s Word, Scripture, brings Godand
pcopIe tugether. Sin, which is distance from God, doesn’t do well in the Iight
of God's Word.

Hopefully, each one of us will make the time every day to explore Scripture
and carefully consider what it says to us.

Do you have perplexing decisions to make in your role as parent, employee,
citizen? God’s will can be found in Scripture if we'll take the time to both read
and consider what it tells us.

Psalm 119:11 speaks ufhiding the words of God within us. What would it
be like if we were to pursue that suggestion?

Do you havea p[an that will help you commit to memory important
Scripture passages that will come to mind when those decisions loom and we
ponder what to do? There are websites that will assist in memorizing God’s
Word. Or perhaps you memorize better writing the passage on an index card
and carrying it with you through the day. Whatever your method happens to
be when you fill up on the thoughts of God, amazing change will occur.

Shall we try this together? God’s Word is priceless. We need it now! With

us. Guiding us every moment. B

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.

Find us on:
fa::el:look@.

f& October 2021

—Psalm 119:11, ESV
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A Better
World canada

Breaking the Cycle of Poverty

i
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Please consider supporting one of our water projects.

A small gift today will make a big difference tomorrow!
Ways to give...

C‘% Online ﬂ E-Transfer @ Phone @ Mail

www.abwcanada.ca jstegmaier@abwcanada.ca

A Better World Canada

#206-5033 52 Street, Lacombe, AB T4L 2A6 Canada
Office: 403.782.0325 Email: info@abwcanada.ca
www.abwcanada.ca
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FREEDOM
OF RELIGION

During the pandemic, governments have shut down churches seemingly without much concern for
the spiritual health of members. I thought we live in a free country. Does Canadian society no longer

value religious liberty?

That is a very interesting question. I think I will write
more than one article to address it, so please be patient
with my response.

Public health orders very quickly shut down in-person
congregational gatherings. The orders were sometimes
inconsistent: some group activities were allowed, but this
was rarely the case for communal worship. As [ addressed
in prior articles, these orders infringed religious liberty
in Canada, but in all cases in which the courts considered
this issue, the orders were upheld under the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

Your question suggests that the specific government
health orders are not the biggest concern. I agree. The
orders, and the very muted societal response to restrictions
on individual freedom, exemplify a trend away from
personal liberty and toward a mistaken belief that all
government decisions are beneficent.

Iwould not go as far as to argue that restrictions
during the emergency phase of the pandemic were not
necessary. [ have views on whether they overreached,
but let’s take a broader look at what is happt:ning in our
society. Religion does not have the privileged position thar
it once did. That’s not all bad. But where did the consid-
erable negativity toward organized religion come from?

First, modern secular wisdom presupposes thatonly
the material world exists. Positinga transcendent reality,
as Christianity does, violates the accepted social narrative
and therefore defies the naive suppositions of rnudt:mity,
in all of its unwarranted hubris. Many now view the
religious as merely superstitious.

Second, pervasive moral relarivity makes a frontal
assault on religious belief. Christianity stands on absolute

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

truth as revealed by God. This adds immeasurably to
discord with modern society. The sexual revolution is an
example, particularly for churches that adhere to traditional
biblical sexual morality. In fact, the whole concept of sin
is becoming socially unacceprable.

Third, and perhaps most damaging, churches are often
seen as oppressors, not as servants of humanity. This has
sometimes been true: recent news has brought past misdeeds
to the front of our collective consciousness. Burt there
is something more fundamental at play. The antipathy
toward Christianity, exemplified by burnt churches, is
unjustifiable (as is the mured response of politicians).

'The fact that religious statements and practices
might offend someone now trumps the right to hold
and communicate those beliefs. I do notjustify hurting
others but point out that the protection against offence
seems to be the primary motivation in determining what
communication will be tolerated. And when speech is
deemed offensive, it is quickly censured by many in the
media, social media, and, in some cases, government
agencies.

Should we in the church be concerned abour these
trends? Yes and no. Jesus offended His society. We will
too, even when we seek not to. If the church lives out
its mission in delivering the gospel, in deed and in the
Word, we will necessarily be discordant with the world.

How does this impact religious liberty; and,
impurta.ntly, how should we respcmd? I'll continue my
answer next month. m

Kevin Boonstra is a lawyer in British Columbia. Send your
religious liberty questions to messenger@adventist.ca.

Disclaimer: This article is written for general information only. It is not legal advice and should not be relied on as legal advice.
All individual circumstances are different. If you have a legal issue or problem, seek the advice of a qualified lawyer in your areq.
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A World Without

nor any

BREEEE | hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them,
corching heat"—Rev. 7:16, ESV

world without hunger. What an amazing

goal to strive for. The United Nations has set

2030 as the target to achieve “Zero Hunger.”

In Deuteronomy 15:11, we are told, “For
there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore
I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to
your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your
land” (ESV). While we know poverty and hunger
will remain this side of heaven, we also are obliged to
do what we can to ease this suffering

Sadly, it seems as if the more we strive to fix the
world’s problems, the further we are from the solution.
As we get closer to the end of time, we know things
will only get worse, until that glorious day when Jesus
returns to take us home.

Since 2005 the world observed a steady decline in
hunger from 810 million people undernourished to
alow of 607 million in 2014, at which point we hit
a plateau—until 2019. Through 2019 to the end of
2020, it is estimated that the number of people facing
hunger has increased to between 720 million and 811
million. Together, the COVID-19 pandemic, human
conflict, and climate variability and extremes have
caused this drastic increase in hunger.!

I know the situation seems dire, even depressing,
The daily news is often devoid of positive stories;
however, in this world full of negativity, we still have
much to be thankful for. Each of us can playa part in
making a difference.

As I think of the many people impacted by the
work of ADRA, I am encouraged that we are making
this world a better place, one life or family at a time.

I smile every time [ think of Gaudence and her
twins. She explained to me how ifithadn’t been for
ADRA, at least one of her twins would have died
from severe malnourishment. We didn’t just provide

food, though; we taught her how to grow her own

1 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, “The World Is at a Critical
Juncture,” http://www.fao.org/state-of-food-security-nutrition
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president’s perspective

food and provide nutritious food, helping her family
gain food independence. By opening our hands

wide to the needy and poor, we can lift them out of
poverty and even help them to help others in their
community, spreading our influence even further. To
learn more about Gaudence and many other families
that ADRA has impacted and to see the vibrant
pictures from our EMBRACE project, check out the
book online at adra.ca/embracebook.

I sincerely believe it is better to teach someone
to fish (or grow their own veggies) than to just give
them food. That’s what I love about ADRA’s work. 1
am confident that we always leave a community in a
better state than we found it, but it goes beyond that.
When we leave, the people in the community have
the skills and knowledge to thrive in our absence,

We are blessed to be used by God as His hands
and feet, and we can be a blessing to others. The
Master’s method was to provide for the physical
needs of those around Him, and the spiritual thirst
followed. When we follow this example, many can be
led to a lasting relationship with Jesus because of our
actions, directed by the Holy Spirit.,

While I long for the day prophesied of in
Revelation 7:16, where the Bible states, “They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall
not strike them, nor any scorching heat” (ESV), let
us not grow weary of doing
good, lifting up others who
are in need, and being the
example of Christ on this
earth while we await His
second coming, m

Steve Matthews is
the executive director
of ADRA Canada.

ﬁg October 2021
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new AWR3600° app!
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£ Download on the
. App Store |

% AWR340

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

Adventist World Radio 12501 Old Calumbia Pike, Sifver Spring, MD 20904

Visit:awr.org/apps

Let's Connect! Eiawr360 | Bawr360 | ©awr.360 | ©awrorg/ideos | xawr.org/apps
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creation
corney

24 < Squirrel Glider

Squirrel gliders are small Australian possums that were designed for living in
the trees. A fold of skin between their front and back legs allows them to glide
50 to 100 metres (164-328 ft). A squirrel glider can also wrap its bushy tail
around a tree branch and hold on. They forage in trees for insects and tree sap
and make leafy nests where they sleep during the day. No wonder squirrel
gliders are rarely on the ground!

In some parts of Australia, squirrel gliders are an endangered species
because of introduced predators, tree-clearing, and roads. Roads separate
squirrel glider families and endanger family members trying to cross. People
have installed rope bridges to solve the problem. A bridge can save the lives of
many squirrel gliders by safely reuniting them with their families.

Thank Jesus for being your “bridge” to heaven. Ask Him to help
you live like a citizen of heaven. Look up John 3:16, Colossians

Think abovd if.

Squirrel gliders were designed for living in the trees. In the
same way, our citizenship is in heaven, not in this world (Phil.
3:20, 21). People were designed to live eternally with God. He
formed usin Hisimage, gave us a mind to communicate with
Him and a heart to love Him. Sin separated us from Him, but
Jesus bridges the gap between earth and heaven. Through His
sacrifice, we can be reunited with our Father in heaven. It is
only through Jesus that we can be saved.

Tammie Burak a
enjoy studying and |
God's creation.
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illy' hopped on her motorbike and revved the engine.
A gift from her proud, older sisters, it was a sign of love
and support. She rode toward hope and opportunity.
She was going to university.

The possibility of university had once been so remote for
Tilly that it had never crossed her mind. Tilly is from a region
in northern Thailand notorious for human trafficking. The
women and children in this area are prey to traffickers who
take advantage of their marginalized status, poverty, and
divided families. At seven years old, Tilly was poor, separated
from her immediate family by death and remarriage, and
stateless. She was a prime target for human traffickers.

After learning about her case, ADRA invited Tilly to live at
its shelter for high-risk girls through the Keep Girls Safe project.
Begunin 2004, the project, in collaboration with government
agencies, local non-government organizations, community
groups, and youth clubs, raises awareness and reduces the
vulnerability of women and girls to sexual exploitation and
human trafficking. The project also provides education
opportunities and shelter for high-risk girls and became
Tilly’s home for 11 years.

At first, Tilly did not like being at the shelter. But after a
few months, she came to feel that the shelter was her natural
home. She realized that she had the opportunity to getan
education and have a better life.

In addition to protection and education, ADRA, through
the shelter, helped Tilly obtain her Thai citizenship. Though

October 2021 ,f&
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Thanks to ADRA's Keep Girls Safe project, Tilly has a bright future ahead of her that would not have otherwise been possible. Photo credit: Michael Kirkby

born in Thailand and therefore a legitimate Thai citizen, Tilly
had no proof. She lacked a birth certificate or any other form
of official identification. This effectively barred her from the
services and privileges enjoyed by citizens. ADRA and the shelter
staff worked together with Tilly through the complicated
bureaucracy to apply for a birth certificate, obtain proof of
citizenship, and apply for a passport.

Now, thanks to her diligent work as a student and a
sponsorship from an ADRA Connections group, Tilly is attending
university. She will be the only member of her family to have
a university degree. Tilly dreams of finishing university and
securing a well-paying job as an accountant. In short, she is
now dreaming of a life she never thought was possible.

Tilly thinks she would likely have been married by now,
with children, if not for the shelter. Her life would have mirrored
that of her mother and aunt, working in the fields. Instead, she
has her citizenship, is working toward a university degree, and
looks forward to a more secure life.

Tilly hopes that the Keep Girls Safe project can continue
to give other girls the opportunities she has been given.

“Thank you to everyone who has
given to the Keep Girls Safe project,” she
says. “We are girls, but here girls can do
anything.” m

Heather Grbic is a writer for ADRA Canada. AD RA

1 Name has been changed.
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by Alannah Tjhatra

For most of his youth, Adam Bussey thought he
was destined to become a youth pastor. With
both his father and grandfather being pastors,
Adam essentially grew up asa "pastor’s kid."

Little did he know that God had a very
different plan for him. It was only after he finished
homeschooling and transitioned to high school
at Kingsway College that he discovered it: his
deep love for science and, by extension, medicine.

Even though medicine was what he truly
desired to pursue, Adam still felt that pursuing
ministry was the most logical decision. His
grandfather, however, reminded him that he
could minister through medicine. Jesus, after
all, had been both a physician and a pastor.

Adam originally enrolled in the biology program at CUC (now Burman University).
But after a long-conflicted major change to religious studies, a too-low MCAT score,
and a medical school rejection letter, Adam was left questioning whether this truly
was the plan God had for him. Still, he persisted. He did much better on the second
round of the MCAT and entered medical school in the summer of 2014.

This leg of the journey also proved to be filled with great challenges. Though
his first year went fairly smoothly, the rigours of his second year hit him hard. Adam's
studies became lonely, isolated, and stressful. He contended with severe anxiety and
had to repeat a large course as well as several tests.

Miraculously, Adam passed his first medical licensing exam on the first try. But
anxiety persisted, and unhealthy habits led Adam to underperform on various tasks
and assessments. He was struggling so much by the end of his third year that he took
a year off for therapy and make-up work.

“It was a truly humbling time for me,” Adam confesses. “To admit | couldn’t handle
life on my own was very difficult, but it was exactly what I needed . ...and | graduated
in May 2019 feeling like | had just summited Mount Everest.”

As he continues on his journey, however, Adam realizes that God has always
guided him—especially through the tough times.

“l understand what it's like being broken and [then] being made whole by God. |
was sick and the great Physician healed me. | now strive to help my patients and others
find what true healing is: a peace that passes understanding, and it's found in Jesus.” m
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Asha Miller

God has always been a huge
part of my life, and now He is
even more so, as | am being
faced with more difficult
situations and responsibilities.

to Him.

Elianna Fisher

Roller-coastery with sturdy
buckles. I'm able to stay on the
ride of faith with our dear Saviour

but am regularly cycling through ™
big ups and big downs. Thank goodness
for seatbelts!

Joshua Street

§e-| My relationship with God is
strong. |'ve always been close

#l with God, but recently I've been
relying on Him for guidance

... find peace that whatever |

do, it's His plan.

Alannah Tjhatra

While it's full of ups and downs
on my end, | know God's always
steady. I'm trying to learn to
depend on Him for things that
are out of my control.

James Bannister

My relationship with God is at

a point of refocusing. lam trying
to weed outwhat is distracting
me and focus on the key aspects
to work toward continual submission to Him.

fg October 2021 11
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Ask Me

| Anything

: How do you become comfortable

praying out loud?

A ®  Prayer is the privilege we have of creating
-® ®  deep relationship with Jesus. Prayers
said aloud reflect a relationship that already exists.
Praying out loud blesses and encourages those who
are listening. It lets them know that they are not alone
in their struggles or fears or in their celebration. It is a
beautiful heart-warming thing to be included in someone’s
prayer. Out-loud prayers reassure those who may not
be well enough to pray for themselves.

Praying out loud is a brave act of love and sacrifice.
Brave, because anything done in front of people can

be very intimidating. And no one wants to embarrass
themselves or have people laugh at them. Anyone who
takes that risk is brave. Praying out loud is also an act of
love because it is a most precious gift of submitting our
loved ones to God's care and protection.

When you cannot find the words to pray, you can
search the Bible. You'll find phenomenal meaningful
and moving prayers recorded in the Bible. Some of my
favourites are Hannah's Prayer (1 Sam. 2:1-10), Nehemiah's
prayer (Neh. 1:4-11), Jesus’ prayer for His disciples (John

12 October 2021 f&
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17:6-26), Jonah's prayer for salvation (Jonah 2:2-9),
David's prayer for deliverance (Psalm 3), the always
popular prayer of Jabez (1 Chron. 4:10), the Lord's
Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13), and the 23" psalm.

The best tip| can give is to write out your prayer.

Stage fright is real, and you may become nervous and
forget your words. Writing it out beforehand gives you
a chance to think through what to include in the prayer
and what you would like to highlight. And my other

tip is to keep doing it. | know how this sounds, but the
more opportunities you take, the more you'll be
familiar with what to expect. This helps calm our
nerves. Also, deep breaths. YOU'VE GOT THIS! m

Do you have a question for Pastor Ashia
Lennon? Email it to messenger@adventist.ca.
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“We can forgive people who hurt us deeply, but

we don't have to continue hanging out with them.”

Forgive, Don’t Forget

It's Jordyn in a relationship; it won't last.”
" “Your GPA is actually that high?"

“Like I'd ever get in a car with one of Jordyn's
boyfriends.”

“l would never trust an art major [me] who went on to medical school”
“Jordyn and [her best friend] are too close”

These are just five of many statements that a “friend” said about
me, some of them not even to my face. And this person—I'm going
to call them Reese (certainly not their real name)—had been my
friend for years.

Reese and | met during my first year at Walla Walla University.

We gradually became closer, and by the beginning of my second
year, | considered this person one of my best friends. By our third
year, though, | started noticing things. Little digs said about our
other friends to me. | was hesitant to even respond, because it felt
wrong. | knew Reese wasn't saying these things about our friends
1o our friends’ faces. But | figured that maybe we were just that close.

| was wrong.

In reality, | let a lot of red flags go. | let red flags regarding things
that Reese had said about race, religion, politics, etc,, go. | let
things Reese had said about other people who were our friends
go. | chose to think the best of this person. | tried hard, because |
believed that we were friends.

It was in our third year that Reese said something | couldn't let go.
It was something about my best friend, and | knew | had to bring
it to my best friend’s attention. It was wrong, it was hurtful, and |
couldn't let it go. So | told my best friend. | knew that maybe | was

breaking Reese's “trust,” but it was unacceptable. The result was

that my best friend talked to Reese about it. Reese's “apology” was

What do you think? Send a letter to the editor at messenger@adventist.ca.
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“I'm sorry you feel that way.” Another red flag.

Toxic friendships are a thing that | didn't realize were a thing

until much later than | should have. When you think of a friend,
you think of someone you trust, someone you respect and who
respects you, someone who is kind and considerate, and doesn't
talk about you behind your back. To me, these are bare minimums.

| regret putting my trust in Reese, but | had to learn. | ended up
hurt, | ended up not standing up for athers when faced with certain
comments, and | ended up learning a hard lesson regarding giving
people multiple chances. Of course, we're called to forgive. There's
nothing wrong with forgiveness; in fact, it's beautiful and necessary
in healing. But God doesn't call us to forgive and not make any
changes (Jesus encouraged changes, but He forgave 70 times 7).
We can forgive people who hurt us deeply, but we don't have to
continue hanging out with them. We don't have to continue being
their “friend.”

To say the least, |'ve forgiven Reese. But | no longer talk with them,
and | no longer associate with them. | removed this person from
my social media, and | made an active choice to distance myself.
Being talked about in negative ways both overtly and covertly
really messed with my head, and to be blunt, it sucks.

50 here's my unsolicited advice: when you see red flags in a
friandship, pay attention. Either talk to this person, or let this
person go. Forgive them, but don't feel guilty about doing what is
right for your own well-being. This world is hard. There is suffering
and disappointment, but taking time to really analyze whether
friends are building you up or putting you down is of utmost
importance. Forgiveness is vital, but forgetting is not. m

Jordyn Boonstra is a British Columbian millennial
pursuing a master's degree at Andrews University.
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Tech SAVv

BY SANDY AUDIO VISUAL

The Three-Legged Stool
of a Successful Production

“Since the COVID-19 pandemic, most churches have had to face the fact that they need to
pay attention to their audio-visual setup. ... A full audit of your equipment will minimize the
pain and expense of a patchwork system that doesn’t work the way you thought it would.”

ow many times have you looked back to the “tech
H booth™ and given the poor volunteer at the controls

the “evil eye”? The “look back” is all too familiar to the
technical operators who volunteer each Sabbath. This dreaded
head-turning has become the universal non-verbal cue to cast
blame on the booth operators for the audiovisual deficiencies of
our worship experience.

The solution to avoiding this uncomfortable situarion is
understanding the essential parts of what I call the three-legged
stool of audiovisual production. If any leg is missing, the stool
cannot support an event. Indeed, a complete understanding of
how all the parts of a successful presentation works is vital.

The first Ieg of the stool is a well-trained volunteer—be th(:y
technicians, musicians, or wurship leaders. Incorrect equipment
use is one area that we most often overlook as we turn our heads
back at the tech booth. Start with the basics, like microphone

techniques for the singers, and stage volume from the musicians.

As a fellow musician, | have learned to acknuwlt‘.dge and trust
the audio engineer as an essential member of the wurship team.
By controlling your individual on-stage volume, you allow the
engineer to EQ, mix, and add the sonic colour and texture to
the sound for a pleasing result.

The second leg of the stool is the technology. In addition
to being well-maintained, the equipment must be suitable for
the size and reach of your ministry. Watch for marketing traps
like “4K” and “digital.” True 4K cameras are very expensive,
especially if your primary platform is YouTube. While YouTube
can handle streams up to 8K, most users currently view at 1080p
and less, especially on mobile devices. Camera sensor sensitivity
and lens quality actually make a bigger difference than raw pixel
count. So, too, does proper video lighting. Improved lighting
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can easily transform how your presentation looks across all
streaming and social placforms.

Also, adding a new digital audio board does not automatically
eliminate audio issues if the users are not pmfessiun;ﬂly trained.
When going from an analug audio mixer toa digital mixing
console, opt for one that contains some physical controls that
more easily allow operators to make the transition. Digital boards
with deep menu items and layers can be confusing sometimes.

The third leg of the stool is passion and communication.

A passionate volunteer is eager to learn and worth their weight
in gold. Timely and accurate communication of digiral slide
presentations, video clips, audio tracks, and stage plots is also key.
Additiunaﬂy, yuu'H want to create an equitable knowl t:dge base
rather than relying on a single person. By simply incorporating
two-way communication between the booth and your stage area,
you give your operators an invaluable tool for a seamless service.

Since the COVID- 19 pandemic, most churches have had to
face the fact that they need to pay attention to their audiovisual
setup. We, as a church body, should take this timeand doa
proper audiovisual audit in our local churches. Perform a com-
plete inventory of what does or does not work—from cables,
mics, computers, amps, and speakers to data and signal lines. A
full audic nfymlr equipment will minimize the pain
and expense of a patchwork system that doesn’t work the way
you thought it would. Avoid spending funds just because you
have them. Budget for what’s needed to have a reliable, stress-
reduced production each and every service. m

Cleve Sandy (Cleve@savweb.com) is the owner of Sandy Audio Visual.
For more about Sandy Audio Visual, go to www.savweb.com.
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'm angry at the church, more than | am with God,” said Joanna.' That was the

sentiment | walked away with after our 90-minute conversation.

Back during my university chaplain days, Joanna was an all-star student who
also served as a student leader in the campus ministries office. Over the years since then, |
reached out to her through text messages and social media, but to no avail. And now, 10
years later, we had finally connected via FaceTime video and re-engaged our friendship.

After experiencing the pain of divorce, leaving the pastoral ministry, and giving up on
God, Joanna had hit rock bottom. There were, in fact, many more painful experiences that
contributed to her departure from religion. After listening to her story, I could see where|
had a part to play in her demise.

She was one of the most incredible, godly leaders | had encountered in my ministry.
While she was in college, | (along with several other male role models) had persuaded her
to enter pastoral ministry.

“We need you. The church needs you,” | had encouraged.

She listened to the advice, completed her master’s degree, and commenced pastoral
ministry in our denomination. After a few years, she realized that the church she had grown
up in wasn't supportive of people like “her” in ministry. She was lonely and felt abandoned.
(There's much more to this story. I'm only sharing the essence.) After she left pastoral
ministry, many other areas of her life collapsed.

“Joanna,” | said quietly during our recent conversation, "l feel like | need to take
some responsibility for the anguish you have experienced. I'm sorry for what you have
experienced and deeply sorry if you felt like | pressured you in any way to go into ministry. |
am even more sorry that | wasn't there to support you when you felt betrayed by the church.”

She cried.

| cried.

Upon reflecting on our conversation, | identified several things that are critical when
you're conversing with someone who has left the church. You see, we often put the focus
on “winning"” these “backsliders” home, but | think the emphasis on winning is disingenuous.
Here are four suggestions to follow when you are listening to someone's story.

Ask questions. This is not the time to tell your version of the story. Neither is it the
time to correct the individual on their version of the experience. Take an interest in
their account. Ask more questions to learn why they are deeply hurt.

Admit where you are wrong. If you have any part in their story that caused pain for
any reason, accept your failure. Part of the healing processis to acknowledge that
their pain is real and there is repentance.

Apologize for the church. Some of the people who may have caused the injury

may no longer be active at that particular church. You can represent the church as
an ambassador. Say something like this: “On behalf of our church, | want to apologize for
the pain the church put you through personally.”

Make yourself available. If someone has told you their “injury story,” it's likely because

they trust you. Allow them to return to you as a safe harbour. Say something like “I hope
this won't be our last conversation. It seems like you have much more to share, and | want
to be available to you whenever you need someone to talk through this painful experience.”

The key isn't to win that person back to church. It's to remind them that God's people
are broken but still capable of profoundly loving them. m

Kumar Dixit, D.Min., serves people through ConciergeMinister.com, an online platform
that provides pastoral care to people who are on the margins of faith.
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T his must be the most stressful annual leave ever.
When Uganda imposed its second lockdown, we
feared the airports would be shut down again or our
flight carrier would cancel flights to Uganda; either way, it
would mean we had no way of leaving Uganda and coming to
Canada. We breathed a sigh of relief when our much-anticipated
day of departure arrived without any air travel cancellations out
of our control. However, five hours before our flight departure,
the atmosphere in our home went from excitement to intense
disappointment. Jaden's PCR test result indicated positive for
COVID-19.

We decided that | would stay with Jaden in Uganda while
my wife (Elizabeth) and Onyx continued the journey as planned.
It was a tearful departure. We didn’t know if Jaden and | would
remain in Uganda another 14 days, whether Jaden would
develop symptoms, or when we would be able to be reunited
with the rest of the family.

The following 24 hours were bathed in prayer. We had to
figure out how to get Jaden retested, rebook our tickets, and
get back to Canada. We were informed Jaden was not allowed
to be retested for another 14 days. But we decided we had
to try. We went to a different testing lab. We explained there
was no way my daughter had COVID-19, because all of us had
tested negative and we had lived in our "bubble” for the past
two months. We wanted another test to either confirm
the earlier positive COVID-19 result or indicate that
the first test had been a false positive.

They agreed to test Jaden. Six hours later
the result was emailed; it turned out negative.
Praise the Lord!

The next challenge was rebooking our
flights within the time window where our tests
would still be considered valid. The first KLM airline
agent informed us there were no flights available
until Friday; however, that would mean travelling on
the Sabbath, something we wanted to avoid. | checked
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Charles and Jaden arrive safely at Vancouver International Airport and waiting for the shuttle
to the hotel for their three-day mandatory quarantine.

online and saw there was a KLM flight leaving from Nairobi
that Thursday evening. Again, we tried with the KLM agent in
Uganda but received the same answer: "Sorry, we cannot help
you rebook for that flight.”

Inthe meantime, Elizabeth and Onyx arrived in Amsterdam
with a four-hour layover, ecstatic to hear Jaden's retest confirmed
a negative result. Elizabeth immediately approached the KLM
desk requesting to rebook our flight out of Nairobi. However,
they could only rebook for the Friday or Saturday flights out of
Uganda. We were in a dilemma. Taking these flights meant we
would have to do our PCR tests again, which would also put us
at risk of receiving another false positive result.

We discussed taking the flight on Friday, but it just didn't
sit well with our convictions. Ready for one last effort and even
being prepared to pay for new tickets, we once again called
the KLM agent in Uganda. A different agent answered. We
requested a refund for our missed flight so we could purchase
new tickets for the Thursday night Nairobi-Amsterdam-
Vancouver flight. She simply replied, “Instead of receiving a
credit voucher, just use the refund to pay for the new flights.”
She made it sound so easy.

Within the hour we received our new tickets and at no
extra cost! Jaden and | cried and jumped for joy. With less than
six hours before takeoff, we headed to the airport.

Tired and exhausted, we were finally reunited with
Onyx and Elizabeth in Vancouver. At the time of writing,
we are now together as a family, quarantinedin a

hotel for the next three days. Then we head home
to continue our quarantine for 11 more days. The
feeling of being united, especially on a Sabbath,

was simply exhilarating. m

Charles and Elizabeth Aguilar, along with their children
Jewel, Jaden, and Onyx, are missionaries from
beautiful British Columbia.
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FoCused Friendship
s “Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Not that it is necessary4m order
.0 make known to God what we are, but in order to enable us to receive Hin. Prayer does
not bring God down to us but brings us up to Him."—kEllen G. White

“his quote from page 93 of Steps to Christ is a well-known quote that [ really like.
Prayer is the gift God has given us to enable a depth of relationship with Him.
Think about your best friend on earth. Think about your attitude toward

them and how you connect with them. If you came to them always focused on
yourself, talking about yourself, listing all the things you want, complaining about
all the things you don’t like, wanting to get your own way, and never pausing to listen
to them or think about them, how intimate would that relationship be and how
long would it last? Praise the Lord He is God and not human. He is patient with us,
and gracious toward us.

Now think about your relationship with your best friend again. When you
talk to them, you take an interest in what they're thinkingand what’s happening
for them. You want to validate them and recognize their achievements, to mourn

with them and rejoice with them. We connect with our best friends, recognizing we
want and need their love.

It’s the same when we come to God. We are to come to Him in an attitude of
wanting and needing His love and focus on who He is, what He wants, what brings
joy to His heart—while being authentic and transparent ourselves.

'The Bible tells us about our atdrude in prayer. King Solomon dedicated
the Temple to the Lord. The focus of that dedication service is Solomon’s prayer.
Solomon starts the prayer with a focus on God, who alone is God, who keeps
His covenant of love, who wants to be in relationship with us, who is faithful and
trustworthy, who cannot be contained in a building, who hears and sees our prayers,
and who, when He hears, forgives (1 Kings 8:23-30).

The theme of us recognizing our sinfulness and repenting of it, turning from sin
and toward God, returning to God, changing heart and mind, is the focus of verses
30-50. Through all this, God’s response to our prayer is to forgive.

When I come to God focused on self, focused on what I want, on what I think
I need, there is no space for me to receive because I'm already full of self. But when [
come to talk to God empty of self and recognizing He is God, there is space for me
to receive the help I need.

Come to God as to your best friend. Recognize it is not all about you. Focus on
Him and be lifted out of the mud and mire down here to be with Him in heavenly
realms. Be in awe that He is God who is with us, who will turn our hearts toward
Him if we let Him, and who upholds the cause of the people so that the world may
know that the Lord is God and there is no other (1 Kings 8:57-60). Come to God
knowing He is faithful and trustworthy, find rest for your soul, and open space to
receive Him.

Come to God focused on how amazing He is, in awe that the Creator of
the universe wants to be in relationship, in a covenant of love, with you. Let’s be
transparent with God, honestly acknowledging our brokenness and knowing we are
safe and secure in His faithfulness, trustworthiness, and love. Experience the joy of
the Lord, bless others, and go home glad in heart (1 Kings 8:66). m

Pastor Honey Todd is the prayer ministries director for the Alberta Conference.
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Where Are
They Now

Messenger catches up with former leaders of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada. In this issue we talk with Dennis Braun.

Interview by Ken Wiebe, Messenger Staff Writer

18 October 2021 ,f&
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Dennis and Dianne Braun

Messenger: Tell me where you were born and about

your childhood family.

Dennis Braun: Dianne and [ were both born and
raised in Swift Current, Sask. My Mennonite fami[y was
a close-knit clan that pruvided over 100 first cousins
with whom we spent most of our time. We both had
three siblings. The only “Adventist contact” I had was my
mother’s purchase of The Bible Story by Arthur Maxwell,
Shortly before our marriage in 1967, Dianne’s parents
and grandmother joined the Adventist Church through
an ingathering contact by Lydia (Lloyd) Janzen.

M: Where did “you go to school and what d.egrfcs did

you earn f

D: We both attended different public schools in

Swift Current and met in high school. After high school
we left for Saskatoon. Dianne enrolled in a secretarial
program. Over the years Dianne continued her studies
and eventually completed a Health Records Technician
program. | pursued a BA at the university. Fortuitously,
we met dUW]_ltU\V]_l Qe SﬂtLlrdﬂy aftt‘rnuur‘l. T}lf Iest iS
history.

Saturday mornings we walked by the Saskatoon
Seventh-day Adventist Church, little realizing that we
would soon belong there. We studied with Pastor Allan
Robertson and were baptized in 1969. Canadian Union
College (now Burman University) was our next stop.
Previous educational credits meant [ was c]igiblc to
enter the M.Div. program at Andrews University. (Ray
Hetland provided that helpful dp.) Wadie Farag spoke
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on my behalf to Elder Kaytor (then Alberta Conference
president), asking for the conference to sponsor us to
attend the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
at Andrews University. Our dream was realized, and we
are forever grateful for that opportunity. I graduated
in 1974 with the M.Div. degree. In 1996, L received a

Doctor of Ministry degree from Andrews University.

M: What led you to choose a ministervial caveer?

D: I always had an inner feeling about [becoming] a
pastor, but my greatest fear was public speaking! However,
God began to open and close doors. My construction job
virtually disappeared. Working as a literature evangelist
left us struggling financially. In 1971, I was offered a
church school teaching position in Newfoundland. It
was a crossroads time for us. After encouragement from
Russell Booth, a conference director, and discussions with
Pastor Robertson, Dianne and I decided on a ministerial
course instead. Doors npencd for t‘mpl()y‘ment in
construction which allowed us to pay off bills and save
for school. More doors opened and closed, but we always
felt God was leading,

M: Where and in what capacity have you served in
ministry?

D: After seminary we began work in Calgary on January
1, 1975. There were onIy three churches then—Central,
Mountain View, and Bridgef and. We served in each one.
I chaired the Evangelism Committee and we conducted
two city-wide evangelistic efforts each year. It was constant
activity for our family, but we always managed to take
our two-weck annual vacation. When I was assigned to
the Bridgeland Church, it came with a building project.
Disappointingly, the project was derailed by the City of
Calgary. Bur with the help of an influential alderman and
some creative changes, the Development Appeal Board
finally granted our request. Dianne re-entered employment
by working at the conference office in Calgary.

We were comfortably established when we were asked
to serve the Medicine Hat district. We spent five enjoyable
years there. During our stay, we added on to the school,
plus completed interior changes. A pattern was starting
o dtvcl(}pi Dianne hclptd at the church school for a
while and then obtained employment at City Hall. Again,
just as we were feeling rorally fulfilled in ministry, the
conference reassigned us to Central Alberta.

During our first nine years, our district was “realigned”
six times. We served Ponoka, Rimbey, Bentley, Wetaskiwin,
and eventually College Heights for six years. During
that period of time, I was involved in four more building
pmjccts—thc school additions at Woodlands, a new
church in Ponoka, church and school cump[cx in
Wetaskiwin, and renovations at College Heights Church.
We look back now and say our transfers were forruitous,
but they always came at a time when Dianne had just

What do you think? Send a letter to the editor at messenger@adventist.ca.
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secured a wonderful work position. In the interest of
putting God first, we packed up and moved on.

After servingin Alberta for 25 continuous years,

Dan Jackson (then Manitoba-Saskatchewan president)
extended a call for us to go to the North Battleford/St.
Walberg church district in Saskatchewan. While there, 1
was asked to serve on the Union Conference Commirtee
[SDACC Board of Trustees]. Our last five years of
ministry were in Moose Jaw, Sask.

In 2009, 1 oﬁ'}ciaﬂy retired. Thmugh the generosity
of the Schafer family, we were able to buy land to build
anew acreage near Wetaskiwin. No sooner was our
house built than I was asked to serve as interim pastor
for the Smoky Lake/Boyle/Lac LaBiche district. That
was followed by an interim pastoral position for a year
in Red Deer. Several years later, I served as interim pastor
in Edmonton Central for almost eight months. We
were blessed beyond all measure in every place that God
called us to serve.

M: What has been the highlight in your career or what
has brought you the most satisfaction in your career?

D: We cherish forever the wonderful relationships
established with members in our churches and wich
those who joined while we were there. It was always
painful to say goodbye. I was blessed by the building
programs. These projects prm'ided a level of cnmradcship
that is hard to explain. Our singing group in St. Walberg
was a great b[essing to us and the community. | fele
privil(:g(:d to serve on the Union Committee, and my
ShareHim trip to Cuba was a memorable opportunity.

M: Tell us about your family.

D: We have three wonderful married children,

Angie (Ralph) Bochinski, Greg (Dana) Braun, and
Laurie (Garry) Ness; six grandchildren (two of whom
are married); and one great—granddaughter. It’s hard o
imagine our youngest daughter as a grandmother, but a
fine one she is.

M: Where ave you now and what are you doing d&n’ﬂg
your retivemient?

D: We live on our acreage near Wetaskiwin. We both
serve in various capacities at our local church. Dianne
delights in cutting the grass on our riding mower. I keep
busy with yard chores and our large garden. We love to
read and spend time wich famil ¥ and other persona.[
hobbies, plus travelling the world.

When we joined the Adventist Church 52 years ago,
we were caught up with the “great Adventist movement.”
So much to see—too little time. Thmugh it all, we have
come to appreciate the words: “Once [ was young, and
now [ am old. Yet I have never seen the godly abandoned
or their children begging for bread” (Psalm 37:25,
NLT). m
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Tofu Veggie
Scramble

INGPE-DIENT £ INSTAUETIONS:

1 package (350 g) extra firm tofu 1. Heatalarge pan, add the oil, and sauté onions until softened, about 5 minutes.
1 cup (250 ml) chopped onions Add minced garlic and sauté for another minute.

2 cloves garlic, minced 2. Add all vegetables, except spinach, and sauté for 5-7 minutes or until veggies

1 cup (250 ml) white button of cremini have softened but still have some bite.

mushrooms, sliced 3. Crumble the tofu and add it to the veggie mixture in the pan. Sprinkle on the
turmeric and salt and stir undl evenly mixed and tofu is heated through.

Y2 red bell pepper, chopped

1 medium carrot, chopped 4.  Add spinach and stir undl just wilted.

1 cup (250 ml) fresh baby spinach Malkes 6 servings (approx. % cup per serving).
2 thsp (30 ml) olive oil
Y tsp (1 ml) turmeric

Yatsp (2 ml) sale

NUTAITIZN AL INF &
Serving Size 120 g
Calories 148
Tortal Fat 10.1
Saturated Fat 1.7 g
Cholesterol 0 mg
Sodium 217 mg
Total Carbs 58 ¢
Dietary Fibre 1.1 g
Sugars 2.0 g
Protein 9.6 g

The late Afia Dankor was a passionate
health advocate. The Powerful Plate
is available for purchase online at
adventistbookcenter.com or

by phone at 800/765-6955.
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here's no denying that
navigating the coronavirus
pandemic has been stressful for

parents, children, and families. Looking
around, it's not hard to understand
why. Financial insecurity, close quarters,
virus fears, learning frustrations, poor
communication, and inadequate
resources are just some of the stressors
still plaguing today's families. In addition,
parents have lost childcare, taken on
homeschool responsibilities, shifted to
working from home, or suffered a job loss
or some other change in employment.

Research shows that mothers, who
are most likely to shoulder the burden of
increased homeschooling and household
demands, are seeing an increase in
maternal mental healthissues.

Lulu (Lungelwa) Mashonganyika,
as her namesake indicates, is very sure
“it's going to be all right” A native
Zimbabwean, she exudes a cheery,
optimistic disposition despite having
lived in England, South Africa, and the
United States before moving to Canada
in 2007 and finally settling in Airdrie,
Alta., in 2013.

“Canada is where I've made my home
and where my husband and | welcomed
our two miracle boys,” she shares, smiling.

Throughout her growth and
development, and in all the countries
Lulu has had the opportunity to work
or volunteer, she has found herself
surrounded by children. “My sister was
a Special Olympian. She has Downs
Syndrome, so | would volunteer with
the Special Olympics to support her and
the other athletes.”

Today, Lulu is the founder of LiiT
Care Connect. It's a platform that connects

October 2021 f&
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families with child-related service
providers and serves both sides. “l was
working in the corporate world when
motherhood changed the narrative, and
| started and operated a day home and
connected with parents from all walks of
life. They helped me shape the LiiT Care
Connect concept.”

While some digital platforms will help
you find a new car, home, or conveniently
located gym, LiiT Care Connect helps
parents connect with babysitters, tutors,
and extracurricular activities instructors.
For Lulu Mashonganyika, this lifework is
less a business than a calling.

“Having worked and volunteered in
five different countries, serving children
with varying physical and intellectual
needs, and interacting with their parents
and guardians—all of this gives me
confidence and passion that | can make
a difference and leave a legacy.

“Everywhere around the world,
parents need help. Parents would reach
out to me on the weekends, asking if|
could take their children orif | knew
anyone who was available. Others would
be searching for afterschool care or tutors.
It was really a confirmation of the vision
God had given me and a way to offer a
solution to a growing problem.”

Although conceived five years ago,
LiiT Care Connect's birth, a first in Canada,
was accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic
in March 2020. Having children and
owning a day home only reignited Lulu's
vision and brought it to fruition. Today,
LiiT Care Connectworks to create a strong
global network of childcare service
providers. While a digital enterprise was
far from her plans as a child growing up
in Zimbabwe, Lulu always knew (having

1 The Lancet: Psychiatry 8, no. 5 (May 2021): 405-415.
2 Joe Goldberg, "It Takes a Village to Determine the Origins of an African Proverb,” NPR, https://n.pr/3jQpHé6e

been born in a family of eight) that
children would be a big part of her future.

"The inspiration behind LiiT Care
Connect is children, children, children! It
is true that no time spent with children
is time wasted! Listen to them carefully,
and you will be surprised by what you
learn. Watching children being raised in
Zimbabwe gave me the impression that
having kids and raising them is a walk in
the park. Then | watched parents raising
children in the west—what a contrast!
Where | come from, having an extended
family, neighbours, affordable nannies,
and childcare makes childrearing feel
like a breeze! For parents, not only is it
easy to find support as one fulfills their
parenting role, but it also makes it easy
to find that crucial child-free quality time.

“In the west, especially as an
immigrant or living far from friends and
family, finding trusted and safe supports
and resources has proven to be very
difficult for many. ‘It takes a village to
raise a child’ is a saying that brings some
sense of comfort in a world that seems to
be going at high speed with no moment
to stop and leaves parents feeling alone.

"It takes a village ... While the exact
origin of the phrase is unknown, some
believe it to be from an ancient African
proverb. Others ascribe it to a Native
American tradition. Interestingly, both
are very communal societies.?

“So as parents were asking if | knew
anyone who provided babysitting services
outside my day home's hours and seeing
parents stress over the search for tutors,
| decided to take that leap and become
adisruptor in the childcare industry.”

Reading my surprise at the word
disruptor, Lulu continued: “It's no secret
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that being a woman in business has
been and still is disadvantageous. It
comes with adversities builtin. But

being a woman, a black woman, an
immigrant, awoman in tech, a wife, and
a mother to two little boys, many times
brought some real fear moments. Every
time | felt | was not fit to start, not fitto
succeed in the venture, | would remind
myself that “perhaps | was born for such
a time as this (Esther 4:14). And if it is so,
then surely | can do all things through
Christ who gives me strength (Phil. 4:13).

“One of my favourite quotes by
John Burroughs, the American naturalist
and nature essayist, is ‘Leap, and the
net will appear. This has proven true
over and over again. Has it been an easy
journey so far? Absolutely not. |'ve fallen,
gotten up, cried, felt like giving up, but
every day | have met someone who
reignites the fire within, and | get up
and try again.”

LiiT Care Connect's values are care,
connection, collaboration, and community.

“My greatest satisfaction and
motivation since starting my business
has been the privilege of working with a
diverse group of individuals, especially
women immigrants, some with young
children who have come in as employees,
interns, and volunteers and contributed
immensely to the building of LiiT Care
Connect,” said Lulu. “Tyler Perry, the
American actor, director, producer, and
screenwriter, once said, ‘There are people
whose lives are tied into your dream.’

“I have a dream, and | will keep
going at it until those whose lives are
tied toit, even in the smallest way, can
testify—if notin my lifetime, at least in
my children’s lifetime. Until then | will

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

continue working, continue depending
on my support system, which is my God,
my husband, my children, neighbours,
friends, family, church family, my parents,
my business network, and the community
at large. No person has come into my life
for no reason; | am grateful forall of them.”

Lulu has invested her passion for
children in the church too. She has served
as the Pathfinders and Adventurers

Lulu (Lungelwa) Mashonganyika

executive co-ordinator in the Alberta

Conference and now in her local church.
You can find Lulu Mashonganyika

and your child’s homecare, tutoring,

or extracurricular activities solution at

www.liitcare.com. m

Peggy Caesar is a communication
specialist for ADRA Canada.
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Jordan and his mom came from Alberta to spend their vacation
volunteering for ADRA. Photo aredit: 2021 ADRA | Frank Spangler
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A traditional folk tale is told of a village facing

such hunger that not one family had enough food
to feed themselves. Into this impoverished village
wandered a traveller. He asked some of the villagers
ifthere was a place where he could get a meal. But
of course, there wasn’t. When he was told of the sad
state of the villagers, he had an idea.

“ have this cooking pot. And | see some nice
stones here. | think I'll make some stone soup.”

He set about making a fire, filling his pot
with water, and adding the smoothest and largest
stones nearby. The villagers were very curious about
what this stone soup would look like. The wanderer
talked at length about its flavour and nutrition,
whetting their appetite.

“Do you think carrots would go well with
stone soup?” asked one villager.

“l once had stone soup with carrots, and it
was very delicious, indeed,” answered the wanderer.

The villager ran to his home and brought
back a small handful of carrots. “This is all | have left
from my garden. If | add them to the soup, perhaps
my family and | could have some once it's done?”

“Of course! | would be most grateful for your
carrots and more than happy to share with you and
your family,” replied the wanderer.

One by one, the villagers offered up food
from their meagre stores at home. A cabbage, some
potatoes, celery, mushrooms, and more made their
way into the stone soup. Before long, the village had
gathered around the large pot in eager anticipation.
That evening, the entire hungry community ate the
first complete meal any had had in a long time.

By working together, with many helping
hands contributing, the villagers’ needs were met.
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ADRA is grateful foreach volunteer lending a helping
hand. Photo credit: 2021 ADRA | Frank Spangler
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The same can be said of ADRA's response to the British
Columbia wildfires. Many helping hands are making the work
of meeting people’s needs possible.

As the temperatures cool and the fires begin to subside,
many of British Columbia’s residents are letting out a collective
sigh of relief. With summer behind us and a colourful aurumn
ahead, some residents in British Columbia have returned to
their homes and began the process of restarting their lives after
being evacuated for most of the summer months.

However, there are others, especially families in the
Village of Lytton, for whom life remains painfully in limbo as
they contemplate the next steps for rebuilding their homes and
livelihoods. Some families, like those of the Okanagan Indian
Band (OKIB), are still under evacuation orders.

Nevertheless, the God who knows the number of hairs on
our heads and whose eyes are on the sparrow, has His eyes on
the Village of Lytton, the communities still under evacuation
orders, and the province of British Columbia. In an act of great
providence, God allowed ADRA, in partnership with the Seventh-
day Adventist Church (British Columbia Conference), to be
His hands of love and compassion in this dire situation.

Soon after a state of emergency was declared across the
province, ADRA was tasked with managing all in-kind donations
received for the province in response to the fires. A warehouse
was secured and has been operating since July 21,202 1. From
that time, trucks of donations have arrived almost daily, filling
the 150,000 square-foot warehouse to over a quarter full. Alain
Normand, ADRA’s emergency response CONtractor and the
incident commander for the wildfire response, is confident that
soon the warehouse will be completely full.

This warchouse would not have been possible without Mike,
the owner of Restoration Lands and the warchouse.

“We're really pleased to welcome ADRA and all the
volunteers here to do whar needs to be done for this critical
time we're at again in our province,” says Mike. He and his
family number among the volunteers. “We're technically the
landlords, but we're also here to serve.”

“Lhave to say that our landlord has been exceptional,”

Alain says gratefully. “He’s been a blessing, He’s given us extra
room here. You know, we have the warchouse, but we also have
offices here. He's given us access to the whole place. It’s been
just marvellous. This place has been fantastic. It’s been a blessing
from day one.”

As if providing an enormous warehouse and their own
time as volunteers weren't enough, Mike and his family have
also opened up their 92-acre industrial park property to host
volunteers. “To facilitate all the needs that are here and to try to
be as accommodating as possible, we're welcoming people that
are coming to volunteer to come with their RVs or campers.
We'll get them set up here at the Restoration Lands Resort
and [let] them have a comfortable place to stay. We're in the
Okanagan, one of the top tourist destinations in Canada. It’s
very difficult to find RV accommodations, hotel, or anything.”

Many of the hotels in the area are fully booked with evacuees.
Mike and his family are happy to provide this accommodation
to volunteers.
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Tammy and her 10-year-old son, Jordan, have taken Mike
up on his generous offer. Tammy and her family live in Brooks,
Alra. Originally, she was intending to visit family in Toronto,
Ont., for summer vacation. However, when she learned of the
opportunity to volunteer at the warehouse, Tammy changed
her plans. Tammy and Jordan drove their camper eight hours
west, where they have been volunteering for three weeks.

“It is important for me that my children do service work,”
explains Tammy when asked why she would go to such lengths
to help. “They learn that it’s not all about them. ... I just wanted
them to know what it’s like to help and to give back, to know
that there are people that don’t have all the pleasuresand all the
blessings that they have. Just to see it and to be involved with
it. He's [Jordan] 10, and unfortunately, there are not alot of
opportunities for 10-year-olds ro get involved in service work
because they’re too young”

Spending a summer vacation volunteering in a warehouse
might not sound like fun to a 10-year-old. But for Jordan, it seems
the opposite is the case. “He’s been awesome,” Tammy says
proudly. “He’s been a really big help. We now get to go and pick
items for other kids, like games and toys, and diapers. He's really
excited to pick and help and to be able to decide who gets what.”

To further encourage anyone his age who is thinking of
volunteering, he adds, “You should do it. It's really fun.”

Tammy and Jordan are two of 99 registered volunteers
as of the end of August. On average, volunteers are able to give
around five hours of their time a week. And there’s so much to
do! With six donation collection points throughout the province,
shipments of donations to the warchouse are numerous. The
volunteers receive the shipments and begin the detailed work
of sorting the goods based on type and quality and size. They
create kits containing hygiene items, also called comfort kits.
Each package has items such as shampoo, soap, toothbrush and
toothpaste, and more. They also create clothing kits, which have
pants, tops, and undergarments. Furniture donations must also
be moved and safely stored until they are needed.

Some donations have already been distributed. Various
shelters and centres across the province have been requesting
comfort kits, clothing, and baby supplies. In addition, over
2,000 garments have been sent to Camp Hope, which is now a
shelter for the Okanagan Indian Band and other First Nation
residents. Donations have also been made to Foodbanks B.C.
and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA).

In the future, as people are permitted to return to their
homes and begin rebuilding, ADRA will partner with local
distribution centres to supply returnees with their needs, from
blankets to furniture, all shipped from the ADRA warchouse.

“The furniture is mostly for the people that have lost their
homes,” Alain explains. “Once the homes are rebuilt, then we're
going to be building an online catalogue of everything that
we've got of furniture here in the warchouse. People in Lytton
or wherever else will be able to go to that website and put it in
the cart—you know, the idea of an online cart. So they'll put
it in the cart, and then we will get the order, package it, putit
together, putit on a truck, and then send it to them.”

All this work is making a direct and positive difference in
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the lives of those who have lost much ro the wildfires in British
Columbia. None of this work can be done by a single person ora
single organization. Just as the “stone soup” fed the village because
all the villagers gave what they could, so, too, this work is meeting
others’ needs because of all the helping hands along the way.
“This is an opportunity to show God’s love in action, not
just words,” affirms Alain.
“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,
God lives in us, and His love is made complete in us” (1 John
4:12, NIV).
ADRA would like to sincerely thank all the volunteers
who are showing God’s love by giving sacrificially of their time
and other resources. We would also like to warmly thank all the
supporters who are showing God's love by giving in-kind donations
across British Columbia and financially throughoutthe rest of
Canada. Without all of you, we could never have done this work.
We know all chis support flows from hearts full of the
love of Jesus and a desire to serve. May God bless each of you
abundantly for your willingness to be involved. We believe
He will bless our efforts and multiply the impact beyond our
imagination. W

Heather Grbic is a writer for ADRA Canada.

ADRAvolunteers from the Vernon area sort through boxes of donated clothes.

Photo aredit: 2021 ADRA | Frank Spangler
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Floor manager Debbie's dream of working with ADRA came true. Photo credit:

2021 ADRA | Frank Spangler
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had knocked on Cindy’s' door many years ago.

It was refreshing to meet a Christian mother who

wanted to raise her children ro love God. She ended
up purchasing many books from me over the course of a
few months. Bur when the time came for me to deliver
the last collection, she was not home. The house was
desﬂrtcd, ﬂrld none U{:tht‘ ]'l{'.‘.ighbﬂurs kne“’ Wht‘rl: She
had gone.

It was more than ayear later, by some coincidence,
that I discovered where she was Ii\'ing. I went to see her,
but the Cindy I met that day had changed dramatically.
Her husband had left her, she had lost her job, and the
landlord was abourt to evict her because she had nor paid
rent for over two months. She looked at me and said,
“Idon’t know if I can believe in God anymore. In the
morning I go to the cupboard to find something to put
in my children’s lunches, and I can’t find anything, Tell
me how a God of love can allow this to happen to His
children.”

I didn’t know what to tell her. I felt like crying with
her, as I saw the pain and misery she was in. [ asked her
to get her Bible. After looking for it for some time, she
found it, and for the next couple hours, I began to read
promises from God’s Word. I told her that I didn’t
know why all this was happening to her; however, I
knew that Jesus understood what she was going through
and that if she would put her trust in Him, He would
see her through. I gave her my testimony on how God
used the book called The Desire of Ages to lead me to
the foot of the cross as a teenager. “It was very boring
at first,” I told her, “but as I reached the chaprer called
‘Calvary,’ my heart broke.”

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

My
Joy

“You wereright! ... As |
learned to really know Jesus,
my life was changed!”

I prayed with Cindy and came back the nextday
to give her a copy of The Desire of Ages with the little
money I could find. I had to travel for the next few
weeks, but when [ came back to see her, the house was
deserted. For many years afterwards, each time I would
pass by her neighbourhood, I would pray, “Lord, be
with Cindy.”

Some time ago [ went to a church I don’t usually
attend. As [ was Walking down aside aisle, I heard my
name beingcalled. I looked around but didn't see
anyone I recognized. Again I heard my name spoken—
louder this time. “Jonathan, don’t you remember me?
It's me, Cindy!”

She ran to me and hugged me. It was a very
emortional memenr for the both of us. “I'm here in this
church now, and all my children are also here atl:(:nding
with me. You were right! The Desire of Ages was boring
at first, but it has become one of my favourite books. As
Ilearned to really know Jesus, my life was changed!”

Leaving church that day, you could have given me a
million dollars and I don’t think I would have felt more
joy. At times when I get discouraged, I think of Cindy
and the joy of seeing her come back to God. Leading
people to Jesus by sharing literature and personal ministry
is what gives me my joy. What is your joy? m

Jonathan Zita currently serves as director for the
Lifestyle Canada ministry. Lifestyle Canada is
Canada’s literature evangelism ministry.

1 Mame has been changed.

To learn more about Lifestyle Canada, please visit lifestylecanada.org, or contact mail@lifestylecanada.org.
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arenting is one of the hardest things

| have ever done and probably will do.
P Being responsible for raising good humans
to become future leaders weighs heavily on

my shoulders. So for my husband and me, the decision
of where to send our girls to school was one we made
carefully with much thought and prayer.

Growing up as a missionary kid, | had the value of
excellent Seventh-day Adventist education instilled in
my being. Both my husband and | attended Adventist
schools from elementary through high school, and I'm
an alumna of Andrews University. To say that we hold
Seventh-day Adventist education in high regard would
be on point.

We decided that we wanted to lead our children
down the same path—to have them obtain their
education from excellent Adventist schools just as we
did. Not once did we think of schooling our children
at home. | believed that | wasn't cut out for that, even
though I was homeschooled for a few years myself and
loved it (kudos to my mom!). As an entrepreneur, the
last thing on my mind was taking on the additional role
of being a school teacher to my girls! God often has
different plans, though!

Fast-forward to 2020, the year of “cancel culture”
and all things disrupted. The question was: do we send
our girls back to their brick-and-mortar school, or do
we keep them at home? After many conversations and
prayers for God's leading, we decided to give online
education a go!

At the very last minute, we handed in four
applications to Prairie Adventist Christian e-School
(PACeS), and we were off to a new adventure! To say
that it was an easy transition would not be accurate. It
was definitely a steep learning curve, mostly for me,
having to juggle new responsibilities, schedules, and
routines. Not only was my time investmentin my children
greater, but my emotional investment also increased.

There were highs and lows, arguments and triumphs,
frustrations and joys, but all in all, the experience was
truly remarkable! The teachers and admin staff at
PACeS were understanding, kind, Christ-centred, and
so willing and available to help us navigate our new
normal. Once we found our groove, the girls thrived in
their classes and enjoyed learning in a new way!

What do you think? Send a letter to the editor at messenger@adventist.ca.
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We were able to create deeper relationships with
our girls while doing school at home. They had more
time to play! My husband enjoyed doing science
experiments with them. | learned a lot about Canada’s
history and geography. We enjoyed time together in a
new and refreshing way. | believe that investing more
of my time in the girls is “saving our future.” We have
developed more meaningful connections that | believe
will ground them and keep our relationship secure as
they get older and experience life’s challenges. And for
this, | am so grateful.

Previously, | had given much of my time to my
children, but there’s nothing like undivided and fully
present attention. | exercised much of that this past
year. While I realize this is a privilege, | am so grateful
for the experience and thankful to the PACeS teachers
who helped in creating our success. While there is
still much to learn, one thing | know to be true is this
statement by Kevin Heath: “The best gift, and investment,
you can give your child is your time.”

Here's to navigating parenting with God's leading,
and to many more adventures to come! m

Myla Trenchuk, a mindset and success coach, is
married to RobTrenchuk. Together with their four
girls, they reside in Lacombe, Alta.
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n the fall 0f 2019, Allan Freed, retired pastor and missionary,

was passing by Lee Patterson’s house. Lee, also a retired pastor,

stopped him. Almost 60 years ago, they had been classmares.
Now they lived near Burman University, back where they had
first prepared for their careers,

Lee was looking for a guitar teacher. Who better than Allan,
who had been playing musical instruments almost all his life?
Allan recalls, “The lessons went well. By March 2020, Lee
thought we could present special music in some area churches.
After reminding him of COVID restrictions, I suggested a
program in our driveway.”

They invited Lew Fleck to join them. (Lew, also a Burman
alumnus, loves to sing. He had enrolled at CUC, now Burman,
mostly because he had wanted to sing with the school’s quartet!)
Now the group consisted of two guitarists and a tenor. Allan
decided to get a mandolin, and notices were mailed to neighbours
to join a sing-a-long with the Garage Band Singers. COVID
protocols would be strictly enforced, but people were happy to
escape from being isolated in their homes.

Upwards of 15 to 35 guests from all faiths brought their
lawn chairs to sit in the Freeds’ driveway every Friday evening.
Each one-hour program opened with prayer. The group sang
songs, took requests for favourites, and shared life experiences.

Shirley Freed also shared garden produce and baked
goods with families. Why? She says, “It’s simple: ‘Freely we
have received, freely give.” We have a big garden, and we
certainly don’t need all the produce for ourselves. So
sharing is the most obvious thing to do. And baking?

Well, who wants to give away a zucchini when you .

can give away a little loaf of zucchini bread!”
These relaxed, informal evenings lent themselves
to guests also sharing openly. Once, when a visitor
requested the song “Jesus Loves Me,” the group
sang “Jesus loves me when I'm bad” after the usual
verses. One surprised lady exclaimed, “No way!”

Top:Shirley Freed (Professor Emeritus, Andrews University) shares produce
and baked goods. A graduate of CUC's high school (1964), Shirley chaired
Burman University’s School of Education in her “retirement” (2017-2020).

Bottom: The Garage Band and Singers: Allan Freed, Lee Patterson,and Lew Fleck
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Garage Band
and Singers

“Only some have leadership titles, but
everyone has influence.”—Shirley Freed

Later someone brought words very appropriate to the group:
“Jesus loves me; this [ know. Though my hair is white as snow,
though my sight is growing dim, still He bids me trust in Him.”
That one brought lots of smiles.

When the weather turned too cold, everyone decided to
continue in the spring. Pandemic restrictions caused a delay, but
by the end of May, almost all in the Freed neighbourhood had
been vaccinated, and the group started planning a reopening
event. They sent out invitations and now they are back.

Shirley comments, “As time has gone on, we've learned to
know cach other better. Now it’s just nice to be together. We're
friends. We often sing, T'm so glad I'm a part of the family of
God.’ Singing lifts our spirits and makes us thankful to be alive.”

And one of her neighbours, Dave Zacharias, adds, “I find
this singing time together heartwarmingand
encouraging, The songs are joyful, filled
with hope! Loveit!” m

As told to Renate Krause, editor of
Burman University Magazine.
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amazing facts canada

mazing

T hese studies have deepened my joy in the Lord
Jesus and help me accept the fact that Jesus will
save even me. | thank God for His Sabbath day, and I do
keep it holy. I watch Pastor Batchelor Sunday mornings.
—Sheila

lease send me offer #95, The Richest Cavemnan. Your
~  ministry is greacly appreciated. It's educarional and
uplifts the Bible. Thank God for Miracle Channel. God
bless and keep up the great work. We need more fantastic
ministers like yourself.
—Susan

really am excited to get my certificate of completion.
Iloved doing the Bible study. I have learned a lot
from ic. L also love watching the TV programs. I want to
thank you for writing to me and for giving me thac lirtle
push when I needed it. Thank you for everything. God
Bless!
—Debbie

y “chance” [ was looking for something to watch

last night when I came across Vision TV and saw
a 30-minute program with you talking about faith. I can
see that you are educated from the Scriptures on the
matter of faith. I had almost completely given up this
past month and told God that I had nothing lefr and
needed His help! Thanks be to God and His only Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, that just when I needed help, you
were there. Your work does matter; [ am convinced.
Sincerely,

—Wayne

AMAZING FACTS

—\/_—"\ ——
“V

MINISTRIES

What do you think? Send a letter to the editor at messenger@adventist.ca.
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Testimontes

from Amazing Facts Ministries

I was watching your broadcast today on Yes TV.
enjoyed it very much. I would like to receive your
free offer #101, The Last Night on Earth. Although I go
to a different church, I may consider changi ng, T will
enclose a chcque to help, maybc with the printing. Please
keep preaching the true word of God to the nations. It is
very refreshing and much needed. God bless and thank you.
—Eileen

was delivering Great Controversy books door to

door in Drumheller, Alta. As I approached the gate
of a house where a couple of men were ha\'ing their
afternoon smoke and drink, I was tempted to just hang
the book on the gate and continue on my way. It is
sometimes difficult to deal with one person, let alone
two. But, feeling impressed that I needed to talk with
them, I greeted them. Looking at the book I offered
them, they scanned the back.

“You won't believe this,” they said. “You have come
in answer to the questions we have been discussing for
the past 45 minutes. Do you have a few minutes to talk?”

When I agreed, they opened the gate and had me sit
there at the table between them, among the cigarettes and
beer. For the next half hour or so, | answered questions as
best I could, praying as I talked that God would guide my
words. They heartily agreed to read The Great Controversy
from cover to cover and share it with a friend.

What a privilege to find people who are searching
for answers, and eager to find out more about our
Seventh-day Adventist Church!

—Joseph

Amazing Facts Ministries « P.O. Box 449, Creston, BC VOB 1G0
Toll Free: 888/402-6070 » www.amazingfactsministries.com
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Are Making a Difference

in the Lives of Their Peers From 13,000 Kilometres Away

The Social Justice 12 dass of Fraser Valley Adventist Academy in Aldergrove, B.C., with their teacher,
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Kalmani Huether-Amoah (farright).

32

irls in Kenya are often forced to miss school on the days
G of their menstrual cycle. If they don’t have access to the

necessary feminine hygiene products or suitable toilet
facilities at school, this natural part of life becomes a challenge.
ABW’s Girls Need You project focuses on providing reusable
feminine hygiene kits as well as highlighting the barriers that
“period poverty” presents to so many girls around the world.

Last March, this worthy project sparked the artention of
the Social Justice 12 class at Fraser Valley Adventist Academy
(FVAA) in Aldergrove, B.C. The Grade 11 and 12 students, led
by their teacher Kalmani Huether-Amoah, invested themselves
wholeheartedly in supporting their peers at Naikarra Primary
School from over 13,000 kilometres away. They set a goal to
raise $1,000 to supply girls at Naikarra with feminine hygiene
kits by June 2021.

The class was initially drawn to the project because of its ties
to education, says Amoah. “My students’ motivation continues
to inspire me as they plan meal fundraisers and events to bring
awareness to this cause.” In addition to bringing necessary
supplies to girls so they can continue their education, Amoah
explained that many women in the communities benefit too.
That’s because Girls Need You supplies jobs to local sewing
groups, she added.

Grade 11 student Zoe Park, part of the Social Justice class,
said the project “immediately grabbed my attention because as a
girl, [ have experienced the painful sides of the menstrual cycle.”
Both the fundraising and the project itself can help normalize
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500 kits, funded by FVAA and several Girls Need You partner donors, were
delivered to Naikarra Primary School in June 2021.

the conversation around menstrual cycles and products among
the general pupulatiun, she added.

Alex Gunning, another Grade 11 student, said that out
of the many projects the class was considering, they liked that
Girls Need You had a sustainable goal, which was to make these
feminine products accessible for girls who were missing school
because of their periods. With these kits, these girls will not
be afraid or uncomfortable to artend school while having their
periuds. “What we are duing asa team will puta smile on pt:uple's
faces,” Gunning said.

Dylen Jovanovic Marin, student and social media advertiser,
recognized just how important this project was. “The idea of
providing something that seems so small compared to other
things in society, to someone who needsit, is very special to
me.” Despite all the fundraising chaﬂcngt:s during COVID-19,
the class exceeded their fundraising goal by nearly $200.

Less than a week after the class finished cheir fundraising,
500 feminine hygiene kits were delivered to the Naikarra Primary
School upper grade girls. Jacinta, a local community health
nurse, gave the girls a short talk on the importance of feminine
hygiene as well as how to care for and maintain the kits.

The effort and enthusiasm of students always inspires us
at ABW, and we believe these young peupIc will continue to
strive to make our world a better place where the basic needs
of all are met. m

Written by Ali Ageel and edited by Jacqui McCarty and Laura Tester.

> > Tosupport this program, please contact erajash@abwcanada.ca. < <

32/48



10/7/21, 11:54 AM October 2021

\‘ It Is\Wntten

anad

MIKE AND-RENE LEMON
FOR IT'IS WRITTEN CANADA'S
\\(IRTUAL PARTNERSHIP EVENT

\\Qn You Tu E‘Baa\

ore information.

MY PRAYER REQUEST/TESTIMONY:

Please make your tax-deductible gift to:

‘.‘ CONTACT US WATCH
It Is Written Canada It Is Written Canada

Box 2010 Oshawa, Ontario L1H 7V4 Saturday @ 11am on CTV

’ Toll Free: 1-855-308-6510 www.youtube.com/IIWCanada

Fax: 905-404-0256 www.itiswrittencanada.ca
General Information: information@iiw.ca
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Your Story Is God’s Story

veryone has a story—a story invisible to the world—yet God sees. And whenever
we allow our hearts to be touched by His grace, the fear of exposure disappears, and
our story becomes His story.

Atlt Is Written Canada our aim is to spotlight stories of lives transformed by
the supernatural power that comes to all who trust the Author of our stories.

For many, It Is Whritten Canada has
become their “at home church,” and
without the prayers and generous support
of our partners, we would not be able to .
run this media evangelism ministry.
If you are unaware of the work of It Is
Written Canada, here is a succinct list of
the ministry’s progress over the past year:
o It Is Written Canacda has aired .
messages to 4.1 million seekers
on dozens of different television
networks both within Canada and -
throughout the world.
e Inthe last year, [t Is Wryitten Canada
has reached 216,700 online users
thruugh combined social media -
initiatives.
o Weekly t'pisodes became available
on pudcast streaming pIatfnrms.

o At Is Written Canada has shared .

messages ufhupt: and hcaling with
135,600 viewers on YouTube, with a
26 percent increase in new subscribers.
It Is Written Canada has sent out
inspiring week[y and mtmthly pub[i—
cations via email and post mail, which
reached 66,000 sou[s—nearIy 6,000
people per month.

It Is Written Canada has helped 180
students learn the truth abour Jesus
through its Bible study program.

It Is Whitten Canada has answered
thousands of calls, orders, and prayer
requests in response to weekly
broadcasts.

1t Is Written Canada has employed
ayoungadult to enhance its social
media presence, supporting the creation

OFCU]’!E(‘_‘]’IE fUl’ ayuunger audience.

It Is Written Canada has increased its

online content in the form of exercise
videos, cooking demonstrations, Friday
evening programs, and so much more,

We praise the Lord that [z Is Written
Canada is in a healthy state financially
thanks to the continued financial giﬁs
received from our faithful donors. The
faithfulness of our supporters during
these difficult times has been inspiring

[ would like to challenge you to support

the

new initiatives of It Is Written

Cdﬁﬂd/{ a5 we bﬂgi]’l our Iatest season. @

\:‘ It Is Written

Mike Lemon is the speaker/director
forlt Is Written Canada.

____________________________________________________________________:;,,}%___

MY RESPONSE

O
O

O
O

Name:

[ have enclosed a cheque/cash

I would like to contribute monthly: O $150 (O $200 (O $500
[ would like to contribute a one-time gift of: O %250 O$500 O$2500 O3%

O 1 will donate online (www.iiw.ca/donation)
[ would like automatic withdrawal from my bank account. (We will contact you to make arrangements)

Os

Email address:

Address: City:

Province: Postal Code: Home Phone:

Chargemy: (O Visa (O Mastercard (O American Express Exp. Date: /
Card Number: CVV:

Name of Cardholder:

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

Signature:
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maskwacis outreach

Changing of the Guard:
New Principal for MANS, New Challenge for Wilton

To hear an interview with Gail
and Mike about the recent role
changes and footage of MANS's
industrial Arts/CTS program, go
to the July 10 video under the
2021 virtual campmeeting tab at
2021.albertacampmeeting.ca/
events/sabbath-morning-live/
(fourth interview in the “Sabbath
Morning Live” Sabbath School
program).

GallWilton, M.Ed,, graduated from La Sierra University’s*
Master of Education program earlier this year, prior to
accepting the position of directorof education with the
Alberta Conferance and bacoming superintendent of
the church’s K-12schools inAlberta.

Mike Willing, MANS's new principal, is pursuing a
master’s degree in education policy, Mike moved from
vice-prindpal of MANS's high school, a position he’s held
since 2015, to the principalship of MANS onRugust,

School (MANS) in 2004 and became principal in 2010.

For 17 years she fostered a supportive, family-like learning
environment and came to love the dedicated, collegial, and
compassionate school staff. She initiated the addition of high school
classes and accreditation with the North American Division
(NAD) and oversaw the opening of the new high school buildings.

What particularly stands out for MANS students, however,
is Gail's passion for service and education, which made her to
go out of her way to get to know the students. When she talks
about all the students she got to see grow and mature into
adulthood, her smile is wide. That's the part of the job she says
was particularly rewarding.

When congratulated on her new position as education
superintendent at the Alberta Conference, Gail acknowledges
that the moment is bittersweet.

“It has been a fantastic 17 years,” she says. “T have thoroughly
enjoyed it. I look forward to moving into this next phase of service
—where I can continue to work with Mamawi and all the other
Adventist schools. It’s a change that is exciting and a litde intim-
idaring at times, but I know I have a great ream at the Alberra

G ail Wilton began teaching at Mamawi Atosketan Native

Conference office to work with and a great group of educarors.”

Gail emphasizes, “I am not saying goodbye. ... 1 am going to
spend as much time as I possibly can in all the schools.”

Though Gail will always be a part of the MANS community,
Mike Willing, who’s acted as vice-principal of the high school
since 2015, is now principal. His title changed on August 1, but
his first day as principal felt, he says, “exactly the same as being
vice-principal.”

“We have the same staff, vision, and challenges,” says
Mike. “There are some areas of growth that are both exciting
and challenging”

One of the areas for growth is the Industrial Arts/Career
and Technology Studies (CTS) program, which will be headed
by MANS veteran teacher Arden Kay. The construction class
is wildly popular with students; it filled up quickly this spring,
attracting as many girls as boys. “We have staff and students here
who have alot of enthusiasm for it,” Mike explains. “We also
have 10 acres of some of the most fertile land in Alberta. We
should do something with it. A greenhouse, garden, goats, cows,
something! We were excited to explore those opportunities
through learning.”

“My world revolves around building and making things,”
Mike laughs. “We began a garden last year; we still need a garden
shed. That fits great into our construction program. We have a
lot of students who are excited to contribute to a small building
on campus that fulfills our needs.”

When asked about his plans, Mike emphasizes the importance
of working together to maintain the school’s reputation for being
awarm, welcoming, and safe place for learning,

“Iwant to offer an opportunity to build trust and confidence
with our MANS families and our staff,” says Mike. “Though 1
have been at MANS for some time, I am in a new role, so that
[trust building] will take time. I will be buildingon what Gail

established and not make alot of new demands or changes.” m

Myken McDowell is a communications specialist and
master of printmaking living in Edmonton, Alta.
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Indigenous
Perspec’[ive
on

Connecting
With
Nature

I s ! To speak of beauty is to speak of the work
< U J.e » of the Creator. This beauty, this Crearor, was
encountered by the Indigenous Peoples long before European
missionaries arrived. It was through contact with nature that
the hearts of Indigenous Peoples recognized the Great Manitou
(“Great Spiric”). How could we not but conclude that super-
natural hands have shaped and harmonized the seasonal cycles
and of human life? How can we not bur deduce thar there is a
Hight:r Life who gives us life and sustains us?

The health and resilience of Indigenous Peoples through
time and trauma is rooted in their connection with narure. When
people, surrounded by the natural world, enter a state of awe
and wonder, they experience a release of endorphins, which has
adirect effect on their psychological and physical well-being, In
case of drought, the trees will lose their leaves in order to keep
the water for their survival. Multiple studies have shown that
“exposure to nature [is] linked to a host of benefits, including
improved attention, lower stress, better mood, reduced risk
of psychiatric disorders and even upticks in empathy and
cooperation.”™

The First Peoples were unaware of these scientific facts,
but they were experiencing the benefits of living in harmony
with nature. Similarly, they were unaware of God’s Word, but
their lifestyle, values, and many of their cultural practices were
in harmony with the heard of God.

Here are some cultural elements that are congruent with

the Bible:

¢ Incenseis used for the purification ceremony, a reflection on
the habits to be corrected (Exod. 30:34-36; John 11:55)

o Gathering in a circle, arranging tents in a circle in the village

October 2021 ,f&
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e The oral tradition passed down from generation to generation
and continuingto this day

o Prayer before killing an animal for food, with the awareness
that a life was being sacrificed for personal sustenance

e Dressing in animal skins

e Respect for the earth, for humans, for animals and for
everything, since everything is necessary

e Cultural values that are essential to community life: mutual
support, honesty, humility, loyalty, courage, truth, love, and
respect

s Wisdom in three words: observe, listen, act

e “Fear” (respect) of the superior Being's presence in creation,

similar to biblical “fear of the Lord”

I'm not saying that everything will correspond with the
Word of God. What I a7z saying is that you'll find significant
overlap because God has spoken to the heart of humankind
through the ages and according to their particular situations.

This is how I experienced my real encounter with my
Creator, from a very young age, alone in the woods and rocks. He
comforted me, accompanied me, and consoled me. His creation
spoke to me like a great book, my imagination made me desire
to be in heaven, far away from the pain and suﬂ"cring in this
world. I can still see myselfin the heavenly garden, walking with
Jesus who names the plants, flowers, trees, and all the animals
that He knows without question. m

Marie-Emilie Lacroix is the Indigenous
Ministries representative for Quebec.

1 This is a rich, heartfelt "hello.”
2 Kirsten Weir, “Nurtured by Nature,” American Psychological Assodation, April 1, 2020, hitps//bit.ly/3yVcdHn
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email legal@adventist.ca or call 905-433-0011 ext. 2078

%& Seventh-day
. Adventist Church
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Gbree

Lifecimes

of Service

en | was a kid, | made a wish
that | would live forever. My
reasons were simple. If | lived

forever, | would be able to see a “Jetsons”
type of future, one with flying cars and
teleportation. Also, death seemed scary
and a bit boring.

While writing this story, | thought back
to those childish notions of longevity. You
see, for most of earth’s history we've
been searching for the fountain of youth,
a way that our lives could be preserved.
But why are we seeking to live longer?

Our reasons for living longer are
typically selfish or superficial ones, like
the reasons | had as a child. But what if
you were granted 30 more years of life?
What would you use those years for?
Would you build your dream home? Or
travel the world? Or would you serve
Jesus for the rest of your life?

I had the incredible opportunity to
interview Herbert—a gentleman who
has lived longer than most pecple—
and his daughter, Twyla. Herbert was
born over a century ago, and he and
his siblings have chosen to spend their
years exemplifying the character of

Christand serving Him. At 104, Herbert

still believes that it is important to share
the love of Christ with others.

- October 2021 4
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Herbert and his siblings come from
humble beginnings. Their family were
Germans living in Russia who immigrated
to North Dakota and then eventually to
Canada. They came from a large family
of 12. You can imagine that their family
dinners were very exciting. They were
also a religious family. Growing up, they
were taught Christian principles in their
home. Their parents, who had both
Lutheran and Baptist roots, eventually
found the Seventh-day Adventist faith
and raised their kids in the Adventist
Church.

Their father was a sterner gentleman
but a great man, and their mother has
been remembered as a wonderful and
amazing person. Herbert and his siblings
give much credit to their mother for
the way she raised 12 children and
expressed her Christian faith to them.
They remember how she would go
around the house always singing hymns,
and they remember their mother
praying for each one of her children
by name. Their mother had a lasting
impression on them and influenced
Herbert and his siblings ina positive way
forthe Lord.

When asked how his parents shared
Christ with him and his siblings, Herbert

said, “They told us to respect each other.
...And in the home and our whole life,
we |earned about Jesus and the Sabbath,
and so we were taught to respect each
other and to love the Lord.”

This mindset continues to express
itself even now. But at a very young age,
Herbert learned of the importance of
respect for others. | asked Mr. Herbert
to share a time in his life that impacted
him and caused him to develop a passion
to serve others. He told me abouta
time when he was a young boy. One
day some folks who were friends with
his parents were crossing a small water
stream in their horse and buggy. For
some reason young Herbert thought it
would be clever to pick up arock and
throw it at them. When his parents
found out what he had done, he was
reprimanded and had to pay for his
actions. | had to sit in the corner until
| was able to say sorry and apologize.”
To Herbert, this made an impression on
him and taught him that his actions can
affect other people.

Today, Herbert and Claire continue
to represent Christ the way that their
parents had taught them, to bring joy
to people, respect them, and share the
love of Christ with them. Claire, at the
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age of 94 carries on her mother’s
tradition of singing. She currently lives
in an independent living community in
which she has started a singing group,
where she plays piano every Sunday
evening. She brings worship and praise
to her community through the talents
that God has given her and that she
inherited from her mother. The song

in her heart continues to spread joy to
those around her.

Herbert's brother, Harold, gave his
life to ministry. He served the church for
many years, sharing the gospel and
beautiful truth of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. His influence has not
only reached those he served in ministry
but also impacted his children, one of
whom became a pastor as well. Harold's
passion for the Lord never left him. He had
a lifetime of service in ministry, carrying
on the good lessons and principles of

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

Siblings Harold, Claire, and Herbert Reimche
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his childhood. Harold now sleeps in the
Lord, awaiting His return.

Herbert, the eldest of the three,
continues to make a difference in his
neighbourhood. His daughter, Twyla,
shared that everyone knows him because
he is a very social person. He walks up
and down his street and talks to all the
neighbours. He is a friendly presence in
his neighbourhood and is greatly loved
by all those who know him. At church
he greets everyone and meets all the
new guests. [t's because of this Christlike
friendliness that he is even able to give
Bible studies to his neighbours. And
before the COVID-19 pandemic, he
would host Bible studies at his home.

Twyla speaks of her father, aunt,
and uncle with great pride. And she has
good reason for doing so. Her father
and his siblings have shown her what it
means to love Jesus for your entire life.

What can you and | learn from these
three extraordinary siblings? First, you
can never outgrow Christ. Second, no
act of kindness is too small. Herbert has
shown us that even just saying hello to
astranger can go a long way. Harold
showed us that ministry is a lifetime calling
and that sharing Christ with others is the
most important thing we can do. Claire
has shown us that when Jesus puts a
song in your heart, this song is meant to
be shared with others.

These three siblings have made an
impact on those around them regardless
of their location and their age. They are
a testament to what God can do and
how He can use you aslong as you are
willing. Their lifetimes of serving Christ
area true inspiration to all. m

Elijah Ramjattan is a graduate of Weimar
College with a degree in religious studies.
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action

Please note: ltems in the “News” section may originate from various sources. The Canadian Adventist Messenger will give credit, via a byline, to authors of material submitted
directly to us for first printing. Stories without a byline may have been written by Messenger staff, reprinted from other publications, or supplied to us by a general press refease.

Ontario

Live Healthy Now! East-Meets-West
Health Evangelism Planned for November

n Ourhea}th is our wealth!” This oft-repeated proverb

may not be new, but it certainly is timely! What
we eat and how we live are two of the most important
factors in gaining and retaining good health, and it’s
especially relevant now as we pull through the COVID-
19 pandemic. When we abide by the principles of

healthy living so graciously given to us by our Creator,
then our bodies, immune systems, and intellects can be
fortified and strengthened—even as we age.

As society grapples with the complications and
ramifications of COVID-19, it is time for our church
families to wholeheartedly embrace our God-given mission
of medical missionary work. Our families, friends, and
neighbours are suffering physically, mentally, and
spiricually, and each one of us is called ro step inrto the
breach and share with those around us abour God’s

40 October 2021 ,f&
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Beverley Edwards-Haines

message of health and wholeness.

One church family that is sharing the message
amidst current social restrictions is the Toronto East
Seventh-day Adventist Church (TESDAC). Building
on the success of their 2020 “Fight for Your Health”
virtual health evangelism series headlined by Dr. Paulette
Higgins, TESDAC is planning to follow up with their
second annual virtual health evangelism series in
November. Utilizing the expertise of Beverley Edwards-
Haines, nutritionist, vegetable farmer, associate raw
food chef and instructor, and former television host,
the theme “Live Healthy Now!” was chosen to convey
the urgency of using God’s health principles to enhance
longevity.

With Beverley living on Canada’s West Coast,
and TESDAC located in the East, halfway through the
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planningstage the idea was born to seek a collaboration
between the Eastand West churches. The resule? Synergy!
TESDAC and Ler’s Move Kelowna—a coalition of the
seven Kelowna, B.C., area churches—have purposed to
work toger_her to present “Live Healthy Now!” For 10
evenings at 7 p.m. EST/4 p.m. PST, between Friday,
Nov. 12, and Sabbath, Nov. 27, lead presenters Beverley
Edwards-Haines (Kelowna) and Errol Lawrence (Toronto),
along with Cameron Koronko (Kelowna), musical
artist Pretha Radlein (Toronto), and a host of other
guests across Canada will ignite the digital world with
livestreamed messages of hope.

The team is prayerful that the presentations on
nutrition, physical activity, water, sunlight, air, rest,
temperance, trust in God, natural remedies, and

October 2021

hydrotherapy, coupled with music, cooking
demonstrations, and interviews with people who have
experienced recovered health will resonate powerfully
with the viewing audience.

Will you prayerfully share with your family,
friends, and neighbours about this excitingupcoming
health series? Now is the time for the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to shine a spotlight on God’s better
way! Help promote the series by steering people to
the Live Healthy Now Fall 2021 Facebook page, email
bevhealth@gmail.com for a flyer, or contact TESDAC
at info.tesda@gmail.com for free health magazines to
distribute in your community. Above all, pray that cthe
Holy Spirit will guide and work mightily in this East-
meets-West medical missionary outreach. m

British Columbia

Moving Beyond Any Distance

What do you think? Send a letter to the editor at messenger@adventist.ca.

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

t seemed like only yesterday I was travelling across

British Columbia for the various regional pastors’
meetings, introducing the vision for digital evangelism
and church service livestreams. Who would have imaginad
that less than a few weeks later, we would be asked to
halt all travel and in-house gatherings? God’s timing is
remarkable. Since then, the circumstances have pushed
us beyond just discussing the possibilities, allowing us to
reach out in ways many congregations were not able to
bﬂfurt‘.

Like the rest of the world, this was a time for us to
adapt. It forced us to look beyond the comfort zone of
our physical churches. We learned to reach out using
an online platform and virtual services to maintain
connection with our church family. The online ministry
movement has not only made this possible but has also
established a new field for evangelism.

[t wWas ﬂmaz,ing o secour EhLerht:s Vt:I‘ltLlri]‘lg out,
moving to make online ministry possible for their local
congregations, supporting one another while transitioning
after our province went into lockdown. Collaborating
with our churches to provide information, conducting
short webinars, and curating details for the best equipment
for different needs were key. It was a stressful but exciting
time to support churches as they mobilized in a new and
dramatic way. Now we have 40+ churches that have
been streaming their worship services and small groups
throughout the week using various platforms.

The past year has shown us that digital evangelism

,f& October 2021
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can remove and overcome the physical boundaries

of sharing God's message. In spite of what was goingon
around us, with a hardworking and dedicated team,

we were able to launch our newly updated conference

With God’s hclp, we were able to support other conference
ministries and still have an amazing vircual campmeeting
program, men’s and women’s ministry retreats, family
ministries weekend, Instagram InFocus devortionals, and
monthly stewardship videos. All of this content is still
being viewed and shared around the world even though
it was posted some time ago. It’s wonderful to see the
longevity and exponential reach that digiral content

can have.

The emphasis on the church’s online presence

continues to be important now more than ever. With
more people spending time online, it is crucial thar we

continue building and strcngthening our connections

ﬂ]'ld broadening our reach. J(‘_‘S'LIS EEHS us to spread thﬂ

good news to everyone everywhere. Let us not lose

sight of that Great Commission. My prayer is that we

continue to reach out, ket‘p our communities active and

relevant, share His message, and prepare for His soon

return. W

—Joey Aguilar, communication
director, British Columbia
Conference

>>To see the conference’s list of church livestreams, visit www.bcadventist.ca/church-support/

bc-churches-live-stream/ and www.bcadventist.ca/mid-week-prayer-meetings/.<<

CHINOOK VILLA IS READY TO OCCUPY

Charis Village is a 60+ community
Now leasing & renting spacious
Independent-living Apartments and Duplexes.

Near Burman University and Henner's Lake.

Call 403-506-0051 for a personal tour

www.charisvillage.ca. - infi risvillage.ca

>> SDACC REVOLV'NG FUN D RE PORT. As of Aug. 31, 2021, there were 378 depositors with a total deposit

* of $31,798,512. There were 88 loans with a value of $28,868,699.

For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao—quiambao.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-0011.
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2021

OFFERING SCHEDULE

OCTOBER

Local Church Budget October 02
Conference Advance October 09
Local Church Budget October 16
Conference Advance October 23
Burman University* October 30
NOVEMBER

Local Church Budget. ........ceonucsnesnnnn.. NOvember 06
World Budget (GC)*........... November 13
Local Church Budget......... November 20
Conference Advance..........cococceceeeme.... NOvember 27

*Special materials provided.

iBaBsEcRERsRE,
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Chapel
Ridge
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION CENTRE

HopeCha nnel The Chapel Ridge

funeral /church partnership program provides
significant discounts and other benefits to
NOW avai|ab|e on members of Seventh-day Adventist Churches

these Cable stations: in the Greater Toronto area.
i ) These apply at a time of need, or even mare when you pre-arrange.
Fastlink, Delta, Coastal,
and CityWest

== A written guarantee of the lowest prices
CityWest of any funeral establishment in the GTA.

Advice on where to purchase burial plots
at reasonable prices.

Locking in the cost at today’s prices when
you pre-arrange.

Convenient time payments when you
pre-arrange; along with coverage if you
pass away before your plan is paid in full.

eastlink

Coverage for repatriation of your body to
Toronto if you pass away while travelling.

L] : Service by staff of a Christian family owned
l 0 u O ‘? e & funeral home - not a large corporation.
Service by people who understand, respect and

Contact your local conference membership clerk honour Seventh-day Adventist Faith traditions.
to update your records and stop delivery of extra copies:

g' ber;a CFolnference EntafioBCclmference For information or to set up an appointment
orothy Falesau risten Bailey ) )
dfalesau@albertaadventist.ca kbailey@adventistontaric.org to fearn about options & costs, call:
403-342-5044, ext. 210 905-571-1022, ext. 224

British Columbia Conference Quebec Conference

Tanya Avelar-Martinez Sara Therlonge

tavelarmartinez@bcadventist.ca stherlonge@sdaqc.org

604-853-5451, ext. 300 450-651-5222, ext. 230

Manitoba-Saskatchewan Conference
Aleisha Mazier
amazier@mansaskadventist.ca
306-244-9700

Maritime Conference

Jullie Bannister Eric Tappenden Wayne Martin

info@maritimesda.com Chapel Ridge Owner & Funeral Director Assistant

506-857-8722, ext. 201 Licensed Funeral Preplanner info@chapelridgefh.com
905-305-8490

SDA Church in Newfoundland
and Labrador
Xenia Capote

eric@chapelridgefh.com

xcapote@nladventist ca .
709-682-0234 8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)
- Partner Facilities also in Mississauga
o www.chapelridgefh.com
Grow your business! Contact our ad manager at messenger@adventist.ca. ‘fg‘ October 2021 43
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H Announcements

PROCESS:

« All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries, and tributes) should
be emailed to Adrianna Lewis
(lewis.adrianna@adventist.ca)
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

« Every individual named in
the announcement must be
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

« Obituaries mustbe submitted
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

« The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

B Anniversaries

Donald and Marilyn (née Stern)
Melashenko of Kelowna, B.C.,

o

celebrated their 60 wedding
anniversary on_]uly 23,2021. They,
along with another couple, celebrared
their anniversary at a fine restaurant.
This was followed, about a week later,
with further celebrations shared with
family. The Melashenkos have two
children: Joel (Lara, née Jackson}

Melashenko and Cindee (Joel) Gregg,

They have four grandchildren.

Leon and Doris (née Hill) Tonn

[ _of

of Kelowna, B.C., celebrated their
60* wedding anniversary on July 2,
2021. The Tonns celebraced their
anniversary with friends, who were
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also celebrating their wedding
anniversary, at a local fine restaurant,
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
tamily celebrations were postponed
to a later date. The Tonns have two
children: Dieemar (Yolima) and
Reinhard e (Carole). They have four
grandchildren,

Bl Weddings

Amara Sims and Vitaliy Lim were
married May 7,202 1, in Scarborough,
Ont,, and are making their home in
Toronto, Ont. Amarais the daugheer
of David and Debra Sims, and Vitaliy
is the son of Vladimir Lim and
Nasigul Jerybaeva.

B Obituaries

Harold Wayne Blize was born Aug,
24, 1941, in Edmonton, Alea., and
died March 14,2020, in Saskatoon,
Sask. He will be remembered for his
dedication, his 25 years of service asa
pastor for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada, and his wise, caring,
quict, and calm counsel. He was
predeceased by his parents, Harold
and Myrtle (née Hager); brother,
Myron. Surviving: spouse, Donna
Rodgers Blize; sons, Earle (Shauna)
and Bruce (Christine); daughters,
Jennifer Blize and Mitzi (Edward)
Wesolowski; sister, Donna (Wayne)
Bechthold; 10 grandchildren; and
nine great-grandchildren.

Linnea (née Swanson) Corbett
was bom March 2, 1946, in Denver,
Colo., and died June 20, 2021, in
Kelowna, B.C. Linnea served asa
deaconess, in the children’s Sabbath
School divisions (cradle roll through
juniors), gave narure talks, and
created bulletin boards for the local
church and school (Okanagan
Adventist Academy). Linnea was a
godly wife and mother who led an
exemplary Christian life never ceasing
to pray for her family, She was prede-
ceased by her parents, Norman Evert
and Ruth Edith Swanson. Surviving:
spouse, Norman Edward (“Ted")
Corbett; son, Jeffery Scott; daughters,
Shelley Alisa Larson and Cinthia
Anne Vlad; sister, Joan Louise Webb;
and 12 grandchildren.

Adelina (née Seballos) Garcia was
bom Nowv. 10, 1934, in Batuan, Oton
Hoilo, Philippines, and died Jan. 8,
2021, in Loma Linda, Calif. Adelina,
and her husband helped build an
clementary school in the Philippines
—Baruan Adventist Elementary School
in the West Visayan Conference.

She was predeceased by her parents,
Teofilo Cautivar and Timoteo
Seballos, and son, Delbert. Surviving:
spouse, Marianito; sons, Donald of
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Loma Linda and Dennis (Jeannie) of
Kailua Kona, Hawaii; stepson, Larry
(Sherry) of Redlands, Calif.; brothers,
Elpidio (Minda Trinidad) Cautivar
of Calimesa, Calif, Anoy Cautivar,
and Pasing Caurtivar of Oton Ciry,
lloilo, Philippines; and eight
grandchildren,

Leslie Evan Hugh Morrison was
born Nov. 22,1927, in Kingston,
Jamaica, and died July 20,2021, in
Bowmanville, Ont. Leslie served as
elder, Sabbath School superintendent,
and school board member ac College
Park Seventh-day Adventist Church
and Kingsway College. He was
predeceased by his parents, Leonard
and Hilda. Surviving: spouse, Valerie
Ryan Morrison; sons, Richard (Laura)
of Qoltewah, Tenn., Peter ( Barbara)
of Courtice, One., and Leslie (Eliz-
abeth) Jr, of Minneapolis, Minn ;
daugheers, Shauniclle (Milcon)
Nebblerr of Deland, Fla, and Ellinor
(Irving) Westney of Highland, Md.;
11 grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.

Lorelei (Bunty) (née Carter)
Nahorney was born Dec. 7, 1939,

in East End, Sask., and died June 8,
2021, in Ardrossan, Alea. Lorelei
taught at Coralwood Adventist
Academy, hosted Bible studies for
over 40 years, and shared her love of
God and family with many. Surviving
spouse, Albert; son, Byron (Kim);
daughters, Debby (Brian) Rathburn,
Melodie (Kirk) Franko, and Laura-
Lee (David) Hymanyk; brothers,
Vance Carter, Dick (Melinda) Carter,
and Brian Carter; seven grandchildren;
and three grear-grandchildren.

B Advertisements

We help Adventists marry
Adventists. [t's thar simple:
www.adventistdating.com, (10/21}

Come work with us! Really Living
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Hamilton, Ont., seeks a full-time
Office Manager & Communications
Coordinator. Be part of an exciting,
community-minded congregation
and centre of influence. View job
posting ar reallyliving.ca/jobposting,
(10/21)

Maui Vacation Condo-Relaxing
and Affordable. Only a 3-minute
walk ro the beach! 1-bdm w/king
bed. Clean, comfortable, well-
maintained. Sleeps 2. Fully furnished
kitchen, washer/dryer, & more! FREE
parking, Wi-Fi, & calls to Canada/
U.S.! Friendly Kihei SDA church
nearby. Visit us at heepe/ fwww.avrbo.
com/62799. Email mauivistal 125@
gmail.com or call Mark at 909/800-
9841 (USA). (11/22)

H Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

» All advertising should be
submitted with local church
or conference approval.

« Payment must accompany
your ad or it will not be
published. Acceptable
methods of payment are
cheque (in the mail) or credit
card (online via PayPal).

» Submission deadlines are
8 weeks before the date of
publication (e.g. May 1 for
the July issue).

« The Messenger assumes
no responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, nor liability
for the advertisements.

« Acceptance of ads does not
constitute endorsement of
the products or services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RATES:

Classified advertising—
$42 for 50 words or less; $11
for each additional 10 words.
Maximum 250 words.

For ad rates, sizes, deadlines,
and more, visit www.adventist.
ca/messenger.

NEW/USED Adventist Books:
TEACH Services helps authors
publish their book, including
editing, design, markering, and
worldwide distribution. Call
800/367-1844 for a free evaluation,
Visit www. LNFBOOKS .com for
used boaks and your local ABC or
www. TEACH Services.com for
new book releases. (02/22)

Gifted Fil-Can artist will reproduce
an oil painting of any size from your
non-copyrighted photo. Remarkable
quality and exceptional detail Poreraits,
landscapes, church buildings. Contact
Richard Bell at richbell65@gmail com
or 780/875-6800.(11/21)

To advertise in the Canadian

Adventist Messenger, please
contact our Ad Manager at
905/433-0011, k2092 or email
messenger@adventist.ca.

Any life events in your family? Submit your free announcement at www.adventistmessenger.ca/submissions.
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Need a
Photographer/Videographer
to tell your Story?

Free African Children

Calgary AB T1Y 656
Ph.: 1-844-277-6485

Help us help them
For only $10 per month, your
donation will provide a child

Education is Freedom,  with tuition fees, books, a school
Uganda, access to education ur_uform, school supplies, a
is very difficult. Bible, lunch and more at an
FACE Adventist primary school.

P.O. Box 54005 Village Square ponate today at www.facecharity.net
CRA Registration No. 8192 63633 RR0001

thru Education
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Canada’
I HV| S Mac{‘r?g:gse Experts™

Call vr Em TOGETHER WE WILL FIND A SOLUTION!

AlanHamilton........

Working for YOU Sundays - Fridays
in Abbotsford, Aldergrove, Langley,
Surrey. Mission & Chilliwack, B.C.

RE/MAX i

cell 604-309-5729

Alan@AlanHamilton.com \’/
pig

AlanHamilton.com

Pt ntored i beoach of agency

HALL or FAME

for more information.

GEORGE'’S

TREE
vora gl v

Alain

issues.adventistmessenger.ca/books/uoxv/#p=1

4,
%

Sevenih-day
Adventist'Church

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
CANADA

Download official Seventh-day Adventist® Church
logos, fonts, stationery, and signage guidelines:

www.nadadventist.org/brand-guidelines

vour FREE book of GEORGE'S TREE,
ail legal@adventist.ca, or call 905-433-001 1, ext. 2078.
Available in ENGLISH or FRENCH.

Also available in electronic format at wwwwillplan.ca
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ONE OF MY MOST enjoyable assignments from our church organization
was helping people plan their estate. I did this for about a decade in Brirish
Columbia. The ubjective was to assist our members in cho osingan executor
and walking them I:hmugh their wishes on how to distribute their accumulated
wealth and assets. What I've found is that while most adults ensure they
have a last will in place, they neglect the testimony part.

I've often recommended that everyone write out their testimony
and have it with their will to be distributed when the estate is probated or
disbursed. That way, you can continue sharing your Christian experience
with your children and children’s children until Jesus returns. Everyone
hasa sStory, and writ ng it down will benefic you as well. In eterniry you may
meet descendants who are thankful for your account in the earth made new.
Make sense?

Another thing I've recommended is to write a story to each ofyuur
children, and in some cases grandchi.[dren, reviewing their life. An ::xample
of this is to share when you first found out about the pregnancy, when the
child’s sex was announced, how their name was chosen, how grandparents
reacted, and how you announced this to the world. Include both heartbreaking
and funny moments, such as their first day of school, things they did that
made you proud of them, their first date, and other historical moments. Walk
them through their life with your memories. If you have lost one of your
parents, you might understand the meaning thatletter would have for you.

Most conferences pro vide this service free (}fchargt:. Many of the
members I visited expected that I would twist their arm to give to the church.
But there is no biblical directive for us to do that. The church’s position is
that your first obligation is to look after your family. In cases where adule
children are already well established, it is common for members to gift in
their estates to organizations like It Is Written Canada, ADRA Canada, and
other denominational entities they regularly support to sustain outreach.

Who needs a will? EVERYBODY! Even if you have not acquirtd
significant assets, you need an executor to take care of business on your behalf
and someone you have entrusted with authority to arrange the funeral and
file the required papcrwurk to bring things to a close.

Want to know more about planning out your estate? Contact
legal@adventist.ca, and they can have your local Canadian conference
connect with you. m

from the editor
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d answers on this

Hot Topic

AMAZING FACTS
B ™

—
MINISTRIES

Call us to learn more 1-888-402-6070
AmazingFactsMinistries.com
Contact@AmazingFactsMinistries.com
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Believe in Burman
Annual Fund

RN

URMAN

I UNIVERSITY

N T ]
u!

Octoer 30, 20&

Each year alumni, friends and Seventh-day Adventist church
members across Canada give an annual offering to help
young people at Burman University as they journey to higher

education and greater service.

On October 30, 2021, you will again have the opportunity to
enhance the learning environment at Burman. Your gift may
help support projects that range from entrance scholarships to
sidewalks, from bike racks to tutoring, from chapel lighting to

microscopes. Each dollar makes a difference.

Thank you for your life-changing gift to Burman University.

“Four walls, a roof,
and a couple of
rooms are what
makes a house.
Burman's spiritual
programming,
genuine faculty,
staff, and students are what makes
this university a home. Burman
has taught me so much; how to
step out of my comfort zones,
how to balance my social life and
education, and most importantly,
how to serve and love God for
myself’

Anna Flores

3rd-year Business Major

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE AT ANY TIME, PLEASE CONTACT

BURMAN Shannon Bechthold | sbechthold@burmanu.ca or (403) 782-3381 Ext. 4161

'"UNIVERSITY or donate online at www.burmanu.ca/alumni/give or www.canadahelps.ca
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