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Welcome, Dr. Spence

A t the November 12 Columbia Union College Board of Trustees meeting, 
we voted to invite Weymouth Spence, EdD, to serve as president of our
college. After bathing the invitation in prayer, he accepted the opportunity. 

We welcome Dr. Spence to our administrative team. We appreciate the experience
and skills he brings to the position, his passion for Adventist higher education, and
his philosophy on learner-centered education. Such a focus will be a true boon for
our college as we continue providing quality higher education in the 21st century.

There were other reasons why the board chose Spence from among the many
candidates we met in our search process. Our college is at a critical crossroads. We have wonderful
opportunities, and, at the same time, some debilitating threats.  

One of our greatest opportunities is the people who work at Columbia Union College (CUC). We have
a very dedicated team of educators who embrace their calling to teach and equip our young people for
service in the worldwide community. As you’ll read in this issue, several have served for more than 25

years, demonstrating real commitment to our educational mission.
Another strength is our location. Our eight-state territory is home to
50 million people and 10 of America’s 25 largest cities. With 125,000
baptized members, we are the third largest union in the North
American Division. We have the opportunity to prepare our mem-
bers for the workforce and educate those who will provide many
types of services in both the public and private sector. What’s more,
recent studies predict huge needs in certain fields, and we have the
opportunity to meet those needs. There’s so much opportunity for
ministry in the Columbia Union territory, and we benefit greatly from
having a strong Adventist college here.

CUC’s threats are present as well, and we face some huge chal-
lenges. They range from misperceptions surrounding our urban
campus setting to substantial concerns regarding the financial 
viability for our college. These challenges are not new, but they
must be addressed effectively, rendering a positive outcome in
order for us to maintain and advance our college.

In light of this, we looked for a president who understood 
the importance of the following: 

Spiritual Leadership – Above all of our criteria, we wanted a leader who demonstrates a living trust in God
and will encourage students and faculty to experience a meaningful relationship with Him.
Transformation Ability – We wanted a leader who has demonstrated the ability to facilitate change in higher
education and position our institution to effectively embrace the changes necessary to further its mission.  
Execution of Strategic Plan – We wanted a leader who would oversee a concerted effort to implement
our strategic plan and other developing initiatives. 
Financial Viability – We wanted a leader who would seek beneficial partnerships and make the adjust-
ments necessary to attain financial solvency. 

We believe we have found that leader in Dr. Spence and want to offer him all the support he needs
to develop a stronger future for our college. As you read this issue about CUC, we ask that you’ll pray
for our students, faculty, staff, administrators, and for our new president. 
Dave Weigley (dweigley@columbiaunion.net) is president of the Columbia Union Conference and chair of the
Columbia Union College Board of Trustees. Visit his photo blog at www.columbiaunion.org.

8 | Making Connections
Why Weymouth Spence Came to CUC
Celeste Ryan Blyden

Columbia Union College (CUC) has a new president. Find out who
he is, what he's passionate about, and what he plans to do for CUC.

12 | Meet the Professors
Tanisha Greenidge

Get to know a few of CUC’s dedicated faculty who are committed
to preparing young minds to become critical thinkers and
Christian professionals.

14 | Why They Chose CUC
Tanisha Greenidge

Proximity to the nation's capital, 
diversity, and good preparation for
future careers are just a few of the
aspects that make CUC attractive. Meet
eight students, and discover why they
chose to attend our union's school. 

16 | Best Academic
Offerings
Jaclyn Wile and Michael Martell

CUC offers a plethora of top-notch academic programs. Learn
about them and discover which one might be right for you.



4 | VISITOR FEBRUARY 2008  | 5

NewslineNewsline
LAVERNE HENDERSON

Former Associate
World Church
Treasurer Dies

Frank L. Jones II, 81, retired
pastor and former associate
treasurer for the worldwide
Seventh-day Adventist Church,

died recently
following a
brief illness.
Jones, the
first African-
American
elected to

this position, served at the
Adventist World Headquarters
from 1977 to 1990. When it 
was decided to move the 
headquarters from its longtime
facility in Takoma Park, Md., 
to its present site in nearby
Silver Spring, Jones was
appointed to oversee the build-
ing construction and transfer 
of employees.

“From his days as an associ-
ate treasurer and even during
his retirement years, he was
always supportive of those of
us who were ‘wet behind the
ears’ in treasury work,” recalls
Seth Bardu, Columbia Union
Conference treasurer. “He was
a perfect example for those of
us who are following in his
footsteps as financial leaders 
in God’s church.”

Jones is survived by his 
wife, Dorothy, and three adult
children. His funeral service,
held at Oakwood College
church in Huntsville, Ala.,
drew Adventist leaders from
around the United States, and
was streamed live on the
Internet. In addition, regional
conference leaders have set up
a scholarship fund in his name
to help students pursue their
business education endeavors.

Radio Program
Dedicated to
Homeschool 

The Review and Herald
Publishing Association (RHPA),
in partnership with Griggs
University (Home Study
International), recently launched
a radio talk show dedicated to
home-based education. 

RHPA’s education specialist,
Rose Gamblin, and children’s
religious education coordinator
and Kids Ministries Ideas editor,
Candy DeVore, host the 
hour-long show, Homeschool
Companion, from Hagerstown,
Md. It airs on the LifeTalk 
Radio network. 

“One thing we have noticed
in our work with Children’s
Ministries and Education is that
there is a need for solid net-
working amongst home-based
educators. Our hope is that this
radio program will allow long-
time homeschool educators to
share their wealth of knowl-
edge from hands-on experience
and that those who are new to
the homeschool environment

won’t feel alone,” say DeVore
and Gamblin (above). Listeners
with questions or comments
can call (800) 775-4673.

The program airs Wednesdays
at 11:05 a.m. on the following
Columbia Union area stations:
WJHE-LP 98.7 FM (Heath, Ohio);
W220CO 91.9 FM - Satellator
(Carbondale, Pa.); and WRAR
1000 AM (Tappahannock, Va.).

To listen live or via podcast, visit
www.lifetalk.net.

Potomac Member
Named Chest
Physicians’ President 

Alvin V. Thomas, Jr., MD,
was recently inducted as presi-
dent of the American College of
Chest Physicians (ACCP). Dr.
Thomas is
presently
chief of the
Pulmonary
Division and
associate
professor of
Internal Medicine and
Pulmonary Medicine at Howard
University in Washington, D.C.
He also serves as graduate facul-
ty representative on the Howard
University Board of Trustees. 

As ACCP president, Thomas
will focus on disparities in
healthcare. “I’m honored to be
the newest president of the
ACCP,” said Thomas, who is a
member of the Potomac
Conference’s Rockville (Md.)
church. “My hope is that, togeth-
er with our members, the ACCP
will continue to grow and flour-
ish, both in the medical and pub-
lic sectors.” He has been a mem-
ber of the ACCP since 1973 and
has served in many capacities. 

Thomas’ wife, Zorita, will
chair the Chest Foundation’s
Ambassador’s Group. This is the
philanthropic arm of ACCP,
which provides resources to
advance the prevention and
treatment of diseases of the chest. 

The ACCP represents 17,000
members who provide clinical
respiratory, sleep, critical care,
and cardiothoracic patient care
in the United States and
throughout the world. 

The Ohio Conference,
Kettering Medical Center,

and the Columbia Union
Conference are co-sponsoring a
convocation to commemorate
the 150th anniversary since
Ellen White experienced the
vision that led to the publishing
of the bestselling prophetic
work The Great Controversy. The
May 10 event, themed “Love of
the Ages,” will be held in giant
tents on the grounds of Ohio’s
Kettering church and Kettering
Medical Center. It will feature
several Adventist leaders (some
pictured) who will serve as
keynote speakers. In addition to
the youth and young adult pro-
grams provided, there will be a

concert featuring Grammy-
winning recording artists Take 6;
The Heritage Singers; and
Ponder, Harp, and Jennings. 
For more information on the
program, contact Hubert
Cisneros at (740) 397-4665. 

WRAPT IN A VISION 
It was March 1858, in Lovett’s

Grove, Ohio, when White
received a two-hour vision
about the cosmic conflict
between Christ and His angels
and Satan and his angels, and
how it would end. “Heaven,
sweet heaven, was the magnet
to draw my soul upward, and I
was wrapt in a vision of God’s
glory,” wrote White, who was
age 30 at the time. “Many
important things were there
revealed to me for the church”
(Spiritual Gifts, vol. 2, p. 265). 

From that experience and
several visions that followed,
White penned and periodically
updated The Great Controversy.
In 1911, just four years before
her death, she published the
final edition, totaling 42 chap-
ters and 678 pages. 

COMMEMORATIVE CALENDAR
This important milestone is

also the focus of the 2008 Visitor
Calendar. Themed “Wrapt in a
Vision of God’s Glory,” it fea-
tures selected passages from The
Great Controversy for each month
of the year. It also reveals the
story behind the publishing of
this important work. Columbia
Union president Dave Weigley,

executive secretary Neville
Harcombe, and treasurer Seth
Bardu, included an introductory
letter urging members to “dust
off your copy” of The Great
Controversy and read it with your
family, church, or small group.
“This vision greatly enhanced
our understanding of the events
that will occur at the end of
Earth’s history,” notes Weigley.
“With Christ’s return so near, we
would do well to read this
enlightening book again and
again and keep it at the forefront
of our minds.
We know that
the last events
will be rapid
ones, so we
must be vigi-
lant in our
study and
preparation.” 

Even the calendar’s artistic
theme of water came from the
pages of this inspired book.
Visitor art director Kelly Butler
Coe says the idea sprang from
White’s description of a group
of believers as they studied the
Holy Scriptures: “As travelers
perishing from thirst welcome
with joy a living water spring,
so did these souls receive the
message of heaven” (p. 215). 
To request additional free
copies, email Sandra Jones at
sjones@columbiaunion.net or
call (888) 4-VISITOR. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TO MEET IN OHIO

In honor of the anniversary,
the Columbia Union Conference
Executive Committee will meet
in Ohio May 9, so members 
can participate in the historic
Sabbath program.—Raj Attiken
and LaVerne Henderson 

Adventists to Commemorate
150th Anniversary of “Great
Controversy” Vision

Guest 
Speakers: 

Jan Paulsen, 
Jim Nix, 

Roscoe Howard, 
José Rojas,

Charles 
Bradford



Potluck
BETH MICHAELS

Clinton and Leah Anderson, and
his family recorded a tape years
ago when we were young,”
reports Melissa, choral director
and vocal music teacher at
Shenandoah Valley Academy in
New Market, Va. 

This CD of hymns includes
the song “Homesick for
Heaven,” which is a collabora-
tion of the siblings with their
parents. “Our hope is that people
will let the words and harmonies
draw them to Jesus Christ and
strengthen their relationship with
Him,” adds the May 2007 gradu-
ate from Andrews University
(Mich.), where her siblings now
attend. She also notes that the
CD is a live recording—no
tracks—with Melissa on piano
and Greggory on guitar.

Order a copy through
Anderson at andersonm@
sva-va.org or (920) 344-7797. 

Magazine > LEAD
The monthly Sabbath School

Leadership magazine that readers
have depended on for years,
recently got a makeover and
name change. LEAD, a quarterly
journal, is the newest ministry
resource published by the
Review and Herald Publishing
Association in Hagerstown,
Md., to help administrators and
local leaders fulfill the goals of
evangelism and discipleship
through local churches.

LEAD (Leadership, Education,
Advent, and Discipleship) will be
100 pages chock full of informa-
tion from Children’s, Disabilities,
and Personal ministries, as well
as community services. The pub-
lication now carries two full Bible
studies based on the Adult Bible
Study Guide manuscripts, two full
sets of programs for adults—the

standard format carried over
from Sabbath School Leadership,

plus “A.M.
Buzz,” pre-
pared for
and by
postmod-
ern 18- to
35-year-
olds. There
are also
numerous

sections for growing and training
Sabbath School leaders.

Order a yearly subscription
through your local church
Sabbath School superintendent or
Adventist Book Center. Editor
Faith Crumbly can be reached at
fcrumbly@rhpa.org or (301) 393-
4094. Writers wanted.

WholeHealth

Heart Hazards 
of Loneliness

When considering risk factors
for heart disease, loneliness
rarely comes to mind. However,
researchers at the University of
Chicago have found that those
who scored highest on measures
of loneliness also had blood
pressure readings as much as 
30 points higher than nonlonely

people. They also discovered
higher levels of epinephrine, the
“fight or flight” stress hormone.
Designed for emergency
responses, epinephrine also
increases the heart rate, elevates
blood sugar levels, makes blood
platelets more likely to clot, and
has a suppressive effect on the
immune system. 

About one in five Americans
are lonely. More people are mov-
ing around, living alone, and 

living a greater distance from 
the support of caring family
members. And our 24/7, work-
focused culture leaves little time
for social interaction with friends. 

Look around. Who do you
know who lives alone, has few
friends, lives far from family, or
perhaps is facing illness, unem-
ployment, marital struggles, or
financial stress all alone? Pick
up the phone, and give them a
call. Sit with them at lunch.

Invite them to your home or
church. These simple actions
could have a protective effect
on their heart and yours.—Lilly
Tryon, MSN, RN, Adventist
WholeHealth Wellness Center

What’s New?

Music >
Where the Roses
Never Fade
The Anderson Trio 

Potomac Conference’s
Melissa Anderson, along with

siblings
Greggory
and Heidi,
are simply
following 
in their 
parent’s

footsteps to record this first
album. “My mom and dad,

Membership of
Largest Adventist

Churches in 
North America

n Loma Linda (Calif.) 
University Church – 5,708

n Pioneer Memorial (Mich.) – 
3,438

n Collegedale (Tenn.) – 3,172

n Forest Lake (Fla.) – 3,133

n Atlanta Maranatha - 3,032

n Sligo (Takoma Park, Md.) – 
2,950

n Keene (Texas) – 2,879

n Oakwood College (Ala.) - 
2,828

n La Sierra (Calif.) – 2,724

n Atlanta Berean - 2,627

n Walla Walla (Wash.) 
University Church – 2,290

n College View (Tenn.) – 2,110

Source: Center for Creative Ministry

What You Bring to the Table
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Keeping
Score

Web Watch

http://africabibles.com

Remnant Publications, a 
nonprofit Adventist press shar-
ing Christ through the printed
word for more than 21 years, 

is leading a powerful movement
to collect and ship 4 million
Bibles to southern Africa. 

Find out how you can help!

You’re invited to Potluck!
Send your CDs, books, and
other samples, with contact
information, to Columbia Union
Visitor, 5427 Twin Knolls Road,
Columbia, MD 21045.

In the Spotlight > VOP Bible Study Graduates 

A few of the first young graduates of the Voice of Prophecy’s (VOP) KidZone Bible Guides, the new Bible
correspondence course for kids, are from the Columbia Union. With stories, illustrations, bright colors,

and a writing style directed at youngsters aged 8-12, these juniors studied topics such as creation, the fall,
salvation, baptism, prayer, the Ten Commandments, health, death, the second coming, and heaven.

Courtney Lattimer of Newark, Ohio, is the first graduate from any of the 2,400 locally operated
Discover Bible Schools across the United States. Courtney’s older sister, Keyatta, enrolled her in
KidZone after completing the Discover Bible Guides herself. When Courtney received her diploma,
she then enrolled her younger sisters, Brittany and Hope, in the program. All of the Lattimer sisters,
who are not Adventist, attend Newark’s Old Country Church. 

Upon completing KidZone, Camille
Worix, of the Beckley (W.Va.) church, said,
“I loved the stories. They were exciting
and taught good lessons.” Brothers Tymere
Taylor and Jac Quan Watson, members of
Sharon Temple in Wilmington, Del., also
recently received KidZone diplomas.
Taylor said he enjoyed learning about God
and Jesus and how the world was created. 

KidZone is designed to be used by
Vacation Bible Schools, baptismal classes,
and elementary schools, as well as for
sharing door to door. Every guide
includes an appeal to accept Jesus.
Besides a response sheet to be returned to
an instructor, each lesson also features an
activities page with games, puzzles, and
other fun things to do. 

KidZone is available free through the
VOP website, www.kidsvop.com. The site
also highlights additional activities for
kids that are not included in the lessons.

The Lattimer sisters (back row) Keyatta, (front row, left to
right) Brittany, Hope, and Courtney proudly display their
graduation certificates from Voice of Prophecy courses.



Why did you accept this challenge?
First of all, I feel it’s a call from the Lord. Secondly,
having looked at the strategic plan, I think my
experience in higher education and some of my
accomplishments are a good match for the needs
and goals CUC has identified. 

What qualifies you to be president of 
CUC at this pivotal time?
I’ve had previous success at other institutions in
terms of restructuring, looking at financing,
assessing programs, and putting together a viable
plan that yielded student satisfaction. For exam-
ple, I led the transformation of an underperform-
ing college targeted for closure, and saw it become
a high-performing school. I’ve also led major reor-
ganization efforts that produced sizable savings,
yielded viable partnerships, and substantially
increased enrollment. 

What strengths and values will you 
bring to CUC?
I operate on 10 principles of excellence (see p.11)
as well as a personal statement of leadership and
educational philosophy, which states that a good
leader values people, is results-driven, has strong
business acumen, and is skilled at building coali-
tions and communications. I also embrace the
concept of learner-centered education that identi-
fies learning styles, emphasizes outcomes, and
encourages every individual to be a strategic
thinker. To be effective, I believe that leadership
must continually adapt to changing situations
and develop new goals and objectives to meet
those situations. I also believe in making connec-
tions. Connecting to the community is important,
as is being connected to all the stakeholders—
students, faculty, staff, parents, board members,
and church members. 

What strengths have you found at CUC?
During the interview process, I had the opportunity
to interact with students, and they are passionate
about our college. I also noticed the energy level
and concerns of faculty, which demonstrates their
level of commitment. In addition, I was impressed
with the strategic plan that the board and admin-
istration have worked on, and I want to recognize
and thank past leadership for the foundation 
they established. 

But CUC faces some daunting challenges,
including mounting debt, decreasing
enrollment, failing infrastructure, and a
growing disconnect with constituents.
How will you address this?
The situation we find ourselves in now is really
not unique to Adventist or other colleges. Many
tuition-dependent schools nationwide are facing
similar concerns. As a community we need to get
together, work on the opportunities that exist,
and—as a united front—move forward with the
blessings of the Lord to make improvements and
turn things around. Most of all, we need to continue
to support Adventist higher education.
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Why Weymouth Spence Came to CUC … and Why He Wants You There Too 

Celeste Ryan Blyden

When we met for this interview, 

the new president of Columbia

Union College (CUC) came with a

ready smile, confident spirit, and

candid demeanor. A lifelong Seventh-

day Adventist who was born in

Jamaica, he graduated from Atlantic

Union College (South Lancaster,

Mass.) and our own Kettering College

of Medical Arts in Ohio. He brings to

this new role 22 years of experience

in higher education, including several

in allied health. While he didn’t seem

impressed by the knowledge that he

is CUC’s 19th president—or its first

black president—he lit up at the

prospect of talking about his passion

for students, his educational philoso-

phy, and why he wants the opportu-

nity to make connections for CUC. 

Tel: (301) 891-4028

Email: wspence@cuc.edu

Web: www.cuc.edu/president

Making
Connections

Connect With
Dr. Spence
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How will this tangibly play out?
It’s going to be a challenging and difficult task.
After all, it’s frightening to talk about change. But
we need to be market-driven and offer programs
that attract more students. We also need to look at
our offerings and make sure they are meeting the
needs of the [Adventist] Church and other employ-
ers of our graduates. The key here is to provide
quality education to our students and graduate
global citizens who are prepared for life and work.
If they are satisfied, that enhances our sustainability. 

Why do we need an Adventist college 
in the nation’s capital?
Ellen White said that our colleges will be fertile
grounds to prepare workers for the field. From
our location students are able to work in the capi-
tal of the free world, which many do. They also
can work at our church’s world and local head-
quarters, as a number of current students and
alumni do. And they can work in our hospitals,
churches, and schools, which many do. By our
presence here, we are able to connect with the
community and model for them the life and teach-
ings of Christ. I think we can also be a resource for
the other Adventist schools and teachers who can
utilize our location to enhance their education. 

What can Columbia Union parents 
expect from you? 
They can expect outcomes—positive outcomes. I
am here to represent our constituency making sure
that the objectives we establish are met, that their
students are educated in a Christ-centered environ-
ment, and that we produce graduates who repre-
sent Christ and display top-notch skills wherever
they work. When they come to us they may be
green and rough around the edges. But within a
short period of time, we’ll prepare them to take up

responsible positions nationally and internationally.
Seeing their transformation gets me excited!  

What would you say to seniors trying to
decide where to attend college this fall?  
Come to CUC! We offer a strong, nurturing
Christian education. We have a passion to see
you develop into positive community citizens.
We’d love to connect with you through worship,
study, play, and dialogue. And we can’t wait to
see the outcome of your learner-centered educa-
tion at CUC. 

What will CUC look like in five to 
10 years? 
We will have a much-improved infrastructure.
Teachers will use the latest technology in the
classroom. Surveys will reveal that students are
satisfied with their educational progress. And
when we survey employers, we’ll find that
they’re also pleased that our graduates have the
necessary skill sets to enhance the workplace. 

Where will you begin? 
As I begin, I’d like to thank the [CUC Board of
Trustees] for their kind offer and call to serve 
in this union. It is a humbling experience. My

entire presidency is
going to be based on
making connections.
First, I need to have a
vertical connection
with my Lord, Jesus
Christ. Second, I need
to be horizontally con-
nected with students,
faculty, staff, parents,
churches, elementary

and secondary schools, and alumni. It is essen-
tial that we make connections and seek partner-
ships as we build a future for CUC and take it 
to the next level. In fact, I would like to invite
everyone to share questions and comments with
me anytime on email (wspence@cuc.edu) or my
president’s webpage (www.cuc.edu/president). 
I will personally respond. 

On the Web: To hear more from Dr. Spence, listen to our
February 1 podcast interview at www.columbiaunion.org. 
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1. Commit to Excellence

2. Measure the Important Things

3. Build a Culture Around 
Learning

4. Build a Culture Around Service

5. Create and Develop Leaders

6. Focus on Faculty, Staff, and 
Student Satisfaction

7. Build Individual Accountability

8. Align Behaviors with Goals 
and Values

9. Communicate at all Levels

10. Recognize and Reward Success

—Weymouth Spence, EdD, RT

10 Guiding Principles for Excellence in Education

I need to be
horizontally
connected
with students, faculty, staff, parents, churches, 

elementary and secondary schools, and alumni.
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Davenia Lea
Championing Christian Education
Davenia Lea became a full-time associate profes-
sor of English in July 2007 after two years of
adjunct teaching. “My number one goal is to foster
a community of highly qualified educators who
have a deeper walk with Christ, who are commit-
ted to teaching and preparing children and youth,
who are service oriented, and who dream big and
work hard to fulfill those dreams,” she says.

Her specialized training in working with diverse
families, and children with disabilities, will provide
future educators with the knowledge and skills to
teach in a plethora of settings while meeting the
individual needs of a wide range of children. 

Melinda Ekkens Villanueva 
Integrating Science and Spirituality
Using science stories found in the news, assistant
professor of biology and CUC grad Melinda
Ekkens Villanueva encourages students in her
microbiology classes to apply their classroom
knowledge to real-life issues.  

An instructor since 2005, she discovered a pas-
sion for science when she took a class in immunol-
ogy as a CUC student. From that moment she was
hooked and continues to share her enthusiasm of

the body’s complexity with students. “The com-
plexity of nature teaches us about our amazing
creator God,” she states.

She also encourages senior science majors to
develop hands-on activities that teach science to
middle school students. Ekkens Villanueva
formed a partnership years ago at G. E. Peters
Adventist School in nearby Hyattsville, Md., and
coordinates these activities along with CUC 
professor Marlon Rhem.  

Tanisha Greenidge is CUC’s public relations specialist.

Anthony Futcher
Keeping Watch
“I have witnessed many changes in collegiate 
education and the learning patterns of students
during my 40-year teaching career,” says CUC
alumnus Anthony Futcher, PhD. As a professor 
of biology, Futcher often took students away from
the concrete to observe nature and wildlife on
hikes and walks.

“Trips outside the classroom open students’
eyes to something they’ve never seen before,” says
Futcher, who has guided many young minds in 
the pursuit of higher learning since 1968. His love
for biology and outdoor observations can be attrib-
uted to his passion for bird watching. He builds
from this to show how creation and so-called 
“evolution” apply to the Bible. Futcher currently
teaches one biology class a semester in addition to
his full-time position as director of records, which
includes evaluating transcripts for incoming stu-
dents and advising general studies majors. 

Serhii Kalynovs’kyi
Producing Independent Thinkers
Guided by his passion for the study of the ocean and
atmosphere, Serhii Kalynovs’kyi encourages stu-
dents to broaden their scientific knowledge and
develop critical thinking skills. They enjoy hands-on
learning through boat trips to the Chesapeake Bay,
where they engage in physical, chemical, and biolog-
ical data collection and interpretation. Lectures from
experts at the National Centers for Environmental
Prediction add to their learning experience. 

Kalynovs’kyi, an associate professor of physics
and engineering coordinator at the college, also
enjoys the diversity of the students who have
entered his classroom since his first day on cam-
pus in 2003. Born and raised in the Soviet Union,
Kalynovs’kyi worked in research for several years
before becoming a teacher. His strong passion for
Christian education propels him to draw excel-
lence from his students. “My primary goal is to
make them independent thinkers and learners.”

Meet the 
Professors

For These Four, it’s all About the Students

Tanisha Greenidge

Tenured professors play an important role
in the educational atmosphere at Columbia
Union College (CUC). Listed below are
dedicated instructors who have served, and
ministered, at CUC for more than 25 years.
Their wealth of knowledge contributes to
campus life and enriches the learning 
experience of students:

Gladstone Gurubatham, PhD, 
is a long-time history and psy-
chology professor. The honorary
alumnus began his career in 1964
and has 43 years of service. 

Lee Marie Wisel is a professor 
of Library Science and director of
CUC’s Theofield G. Weis Library.
She is an alumna of the college 
and has taught since 1981. 

Deborah Brown is an associate
professor of English who began
her career in 1982. 

Grant Leitma, PhD, is the
Department of Psychology chair.
An alumnus, he has taught stu-
dents the relationship between
the mind and behavior since 1982.

25 Years ...

... and Counting
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From the earliest days of my childhood, I always
liked to argue. When I heard that CUC had a
mock trial team that successfully competed
against some of the top schools in the nation, 
I knew there was no other choice for my
Adventist education. Three years—and an unde-
feated season—later, I know I made the right
choice.—Tyson Shaw, senior, Political Studies and
Religion, Worthington church, Ohio Conference

What really caught my attention at CUC were 
the Acro-Airs, the Department of Music, and the
countless events in Washington, D.C. And
Washington Adventist Hospital is a huge asset 
to the nursing program. Our small student 
population allows people to get to know each
other better and create stronger relationships.
—Brittani Bissell, freshman, Nursing, Hershey church,
Pennsylvania Conference 

CUC gave me the opportunity to enhance my
knowledge, skills, and abilities at a Christian school
in a metro area. Even though I was pressed to attend
other colleges, I know CUC was the perfect match
for me.—Jennifer McCall, sophomore, Social Work,
Temple of Praise church, Allegheny West Conference 

Living so far away from home, I really appreciate
the family atmosphere that CUC offers. I will
always remember the good friends that I have
made so quickly at the college. CUC is truly a
home-away-from-home experience.—Glendys Rosa,
freshman, Elementary Education, Hoboken Spanish
church, New Jersey Conference

As a Social Work major, CUC affords me great
opportunities for internships and jobs. It is really
easy to make friends, know your teachers, and be
active on campus. God has blessed me so much,
and I will always be thankful for the experiences
that I have had.—Desireé Dixon, sophomore, Social
Work, Shiloh church, Allegheny East Conference 

I chose CUC because it is a Seventh-day Adventist
college with God at its core. The unity among the
student body is very strong. No matter where you
are from, what you do, or where you are going,
we all look at each other the same way.—Steev
Yovan, freshman, Biology/Premed, Burnt Mills church,
Potomac Conference

I came to CUC as a result of prayer. I asked God
to provide a scholarship large enough to defer
some of the costs of tuition. At my high school
graduation I received the exact amount that I
prayed for. I knew then that this was the place for
me. I have had the opportunity to meet so many
people from so many different cultures. I will
always appreciate the time that I have spent
here.—Michelle Wantz, freshman, Nursing,
Summersville church, Mountain View Conference 

I chose CUC because it is the only Adventist 
college on the East Coast located in a highly popu-
lated area. The honors program gives me the foun-
dation to explore academic opportunities, and the
mock trial class has helped me explore work in a
political field.—Roberta Plantak, freshman, Political
Studies, New Hope church, Chesapeake Conference  

“Home Away
From Home”

Columbia Union Students Say 
Why They Chose CUC Compiled by

Tanisha Greenidge
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CUC’s Department of History and Political Studies, Pre-law Program, and Center for Law 
and Public Policy give students a bevy of career choices. The mock trial team, undefeated in
2006-2007, regularly competes against and defeats top schools such as the University of Maryland

in College Park, Md. Also, the unlimited internship opportunities in the D.C. area can’t be beat. 
“The proximity to Washington, D.C., and the mock trial program, are what drew me to CUC,” said

senior Political Studies/Pre-law major Ellie Barker. “After an undefeated season with the mock trial team
and learning about D.C. politics, I feel that, had I attended a rural area school, I would be at a severe dis-
advantage when applying to law schools. CUC’s given me a definite edge over other pre-law majors.” 

The Department of Music has long been a flagship entity for the school with renowned tour
groups such as the New England Youth Ensemble, the Columbia Collegiate Chorale, and the
Columbia Concert Winds. Plus, CUC’s Music Education and Performance programs consistently
place students in prominent graduate programs, music groups, and teaching positions. 

The Edyth T. James Department of Nursing offers students the unique opportunity of working at
Washington Adventist Hospital, in Takoma Park, Md.; Shady Grove Adventist Hospital, in Rockville,
Md.; and National Naval Medical Center, in Bethesda, Md.; among others. Its full curriculum and
strong transfer program for RNs seeking baccalaureate degrees, make it one of Maryland’s finest. 

The Department of Education provides an endless stream
of qualified and compassionate teachers with an Adventist
perspective. “Our students are learning to become caring,
reflective educators who are committed to Christian service,”
says Jeannette Rogers Dulan, department chair. Fully 
accredited by the Maryland State Department of Education,
students are prepared to serve as highly qualified educators
in and outside of the Adventist educational system. 

“I believe that teaching is one of the most fulfilling and
enriching careers out there,” says freshman Education major
Jeralyn Wile. “Our professors are focused on our dreams 
and goals and the success of each student.” 

CUC’s Department of Religion and Center for
Metropolitan Ministry are equipping and challenging 
students to make a difference and supplying the world church with dedicated and talented pastors and
gospel workers. “The opportunity to minister in our nation’s capital is an exceptional experience,” says
sophomore Theology major Daniel Garcia. 

“Since its inception, the Center for Metropolitan Ministry has provided training, technical counsel,
demographic research support, and the best collection of theory and practice in the field of community-
based ministries,” adds Gaspar Colón, center director and department associate professor. 

Other CUC programs such as Business; Journalism and Communication; Psychology; and Health,
Wellness, and Physical Education are enhanced by the endless opportunities for ministry, internships,
and personal growth. To learn more, visit www.cuc.edu or call (800) 835-4212.
Jaclyn Wile and Michael Martell are senior Public Relations majors. 

Programmed
For Success

Best Academic Offerings Jaclyn Wile and
Michael Martell
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There are few yet amazing times when we find ourselves willing to step
out of our “life boxes” to worship with those who look and act differently

than us. One such time took place recently at Pine Forge Academy (PFA) in
Pine Forge, Pa. For the first time, students of both PFA and Pennsylvania
Conference’s Blue Mountain Academy (BMA) in Hamburg, Pa., decided to
step into a world where all are “Unified in Christ.”

Although BMA and PFA are located within 30 miles of each other, they
had never held a joint worship service. The service was designed to enable
the students to bond with people who are from different schools and back-
grounds. It was filled with music representing various worship styles, skits,
and powerful and thought-provoking sermons. Ricardo Woolcock (left),

PFA’s assistant dean of men, was the
guest speaker. 

The event was a success due to
diligent prayer and planning. The goal
to form a bond between the two academies was met, but far beyond that,
a bond was created that will prepare all attendees for eternity. Being uni-
fied in Christ is not something that is achieved by faith alone; it also takes
work and effort. The students and faculty of both schools realized this fact
and decided that they were going to put their faith into action. Both
schools are planning to worship again soon to continue building their new
bond.—Alexandra E. Arnold

Liberty Educates Community on Health Laws

Members of the Liberty church in Baltimore recently
treated their community to a health fair, garnering

positive responses from attendees. The fair featured the
eight laws of health with table displays on each. The
Baltimore County Health Department provided vision
screenings, while Liberty’s own doctors and nurses per-
formed health screenings and body fat analysis. Free
religious material and school supplies were also distrib-

uted. Wrapping
up a poster con-
test, four Liberty
young people
received awards
for their portrayal
of one or all of the
eight health laws.
Liberty’s choirs
and soloists
shared their 
talents too. 

According to a
survey the church

conducted,
attendees found
the event quite
helpful. The
Raymonds said
the displays on
fruits and vegeta-
bles, the blood
pressure check,
and advice on
appropriate body
weight were most
helpful. Sinait
Neskal brought
her parents because one suffers from diabetes and the
other from hypertension, yet neither have health insur-
ance. She appreciated the much-needed advice the
doctors and nurses provided on how to care for them.

Zora Robinson, Liberty’s Health and Temperance
leader, said she was excited to see the church’s differ-
ent departments come together to make the fair a suc-
cess. She plans to make next year’s event even better.

Pine Forge Academy (PFA) freshman
Edwyn Cain presents a devotional thought
during PFA and Blue Mountain Academy’s
first joint worship.

Many of Liberty church’s departments
came together to make their Baltimore
health fair a success.

Liberty member Pat Richardson (right)
performs a blood pressure check on a
Baltimore resident.

PFA, BMA Unite in First Joint Worship
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of women developing and sharing
their time, talents, and resources to
the glory of God. 

Berea’s WM committee, led by
Armada W. Grant, made consider-
able efforts to assure the day was
spirit filled. Melva Brown, MD, from
the Liberty church in Baltimore,
started the day by teaching the
Sabbath School lesson. A collective
praise team and choir (below),
accompanied and directed by
Sharon Saunders of Miracle Temple,
set the tone for a day with beautiful
music. Minnie McNeil, conference
WM director, introduced Carla
Baker, WM director for the North
American Division, who praised the
ladies for their commitment and
promised them that their work does
make a difference. Children’s author
and Liberty member Bernice
Webster captivated attending chil-
dren with a true story about her son. 

Clinical psychologist Joyce
Woods, an elder at the Emmanual-
Brinklow church in Ashton, Md.,
was the guest speaker for the
retreat. She spoke about spousal
relationships, particularly address-
ing the need for couples to include
Christ in the relationship. She
admonished attendees to stop
holding onto the small stuff in their
lives that creates division and learn

forgiveness. Local recording artist
Paul Heflin summed up the mes-
sage with his rendition of “Were It
Not for Grace,” which was also the
event theme. In the afternoon, the
ladies reflected on Woods’ mes-
sage through a heart-to-heart dis-
cussion, led by Berea’s Phyllis
Edmonds.

Another goal of Berea’s WM
group is to renovate their church
kitchen in order to operate a soup
kitchen. Attendees were asked to
bring a special offering to assist in
this endeavor, and proceeds from an
afternoon concert featuring Heflin
and the Messengers, a local quartet,
benefited this goal as well.—Armada
W. Grant and Minnie McNeil

Conference Hosts Sisters in Ministry Unity Day

Kids All Smiles During Southwest Philadelphia VBS

Allegheny East Conference
Women’s Ministries (WM) has

been hosting a biannual retreat for
its ladies for years. But most
recently, the experience was divid-
ed into two separate events. In
October 2007, the department
joined Operation ReachBack, Inc.
on their “Black Boys at Risk” sym-
posium held in Cozumel, Mexico.
Attendees enjoyed the enlightening
and empowering presentations. The
second, most recent event was the
WM Leadership Council’s unity in
worship service titled “Sisters in
Ministry Unity Day.” 

Sisters in Ministry Unity Day was
a special Sabbath hosted by the
women of Berea Temple in
Baltimore. Women from around the
conference joined the Berea family
in worship, where all got to experi-
ence encouragement, fellowship,
and spiritual enrichment. The day’s
key emphasis was the significance

More than 50 children, including some from the community, recently
converged at the Southwest Philadelphia church to experience

Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme was “Heaven’s Orchard: The Fruit
of the Spirit.” Participants got to see Galatians 5:22-23 come alive when
“Farmer Hunter” described the characteristics of a farm animal and related
its behavior to a fruit. For example, the dog stood for love; the goat for joy;
the lamb for peace, etc. The children got the opportunity to rotate between
stations and extend their knowledge of the lessons. At evening’s end, each
had visited Noah’s ark, the farm, the
arts and crafts station, and the game
room. After closing with scripture,
songs, and prayer, the children got to
partake of real fruit. Many thanks go
to the staff members for putting
smiles on so many young faces.

“Farmer Hunter” talks about farm animals
and the fruit of the spirit during Southwest
Philadelphia church’s recent VBS.

Directors for Women’s Ministries, Armada
W. Grant of Berea Temple in Baltimore
(left) and Carla Baker from the North
American Division, share a light moment
during the retreat. 

Allegheny East Conference
PO Box 266, Pine Forge, PA 19548
Phone: (610) 326-4610
www.myalleghenyeast.com
President, Charles L. Cheatham
Communication Director, Robert Booker
Editor, Beth Michaels

Due to the joint efforts of the Maranatha and Emmanuel churches of
Cincinnati, Ohio, there are 18 new believers in our Savior, Jesus

Christ! The congregations, both shepherded by Pastor Lloydston Burton,
recently merged their efforts to execute a successful four-week
Revelation seminar at the Emmanuel church.

Following a nontraditional flow, the seminars were held on Wednesday
and Friday evenings, with an additional two sessions held on Sabbath.
The officers and members of both churches supported the seminar to its
end with their prayers, attendance, transportation, special music, Sabbath
lunches, and distribution of supplies. Pastor Burton’s wife, Sheila, and
sons, Lloydston Jr. and Cameron, supported the seminar by making sure
all electronic equipment was working properly for each session. Pastor
Burton’s power-packed preaching, coupled with the Holy Spirit’s convict-
ing power, yielded a glorious harvest!—Debbie Howard

Maranatha, Emmanuel Witness Success in Unity

Temple Emmanuel Member Accepts Military Honor

New converts pose with Pastor Lloydston
Burton (far left) following a successful
Revelation seminar jointly run by the
Maranatha and Emmanuel churches of
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Jesse Alli Sr., a member of the Temple Emmanuel
church in Youngstown, Ohio, was recently honored

for his service in the Red Ball Express, the codename
for one of World War II’s largest logistics operations.
The special day was marked with family, friends, and

governmental
dignitaries. 

The Temple
Emmanuel
Pathfinders and
Drum Corp
kicked off the
ceremony with a 
procession.
Dignitaries from
several govern-
mental agencies
took their turns
presenting
proclamations
and sharing

their appreciation to Alli and his wife, Lula Mae.
Among them was Jean Smith, representing Ohio
Congressman Tim Ryan; Richard Atkinson, represent-
ing Youngstown Mayor Jay Williams; commissioners
Anthony Traficanti and David Ludt; as well as
Chaplain Earl McAway from the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Department’s Donald Lockett Post.

The Red Ball Express was comprised of 75 percent
African-American soldiers who were not permitted in

combat units. They were in charge of a fleet of more
than 6,000 trucks and trailers that delivered over
412,000 tons of ammunition, food, and fuel to the
Allied forces in the European Theater of Operations,
between August 25 and November 16, 1944. For
members of the semi-mobile 225th AAA Searchlight
Battalion, like Alli, being a “Red Ball” trucker meant
that you were charged with driving battalion trucks to
the Red Ball depots and picking up supplies and then
ferrying them back to positions at forward airfields
along the West
Wall. Read more
at www.sky-
lighters.org/red-
ball/index.html.

During the
ceremony, Alli
commented on
the fear associat-
ed with being a
part of the Red
Ball Express and
shared some of
his experiences.
He served for more than two years in the Army and
was discharged as a corporal. “Knowing that he was a
part of this operation and history, and that he put his
life on the line, makes me feel extremely blessed and
proud of him,” said daughter Cheryl Alli, conference
administrative assistant to the executive secretary.
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Members of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Department’s Donald Lockett Post in
Youngstown, Ohio, salute Jesse Alli Sr. 
during a special ceremony held in his honor. 

Lula Mae and Jesse Alli admire the
proclamation he received from the mayor
for his service in the Red Ball Express. 
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Cleveland Women Share “Intimate Moments With God”

Catch the Vision is published in the Visitor 
by the Allegheny West Conference 
1339 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43205
Phone: (614) 252-5271 n President, James L. Lewis
Editor, Bryant Taylor n www.awcsda.org

Dale Wright Memorial Hosts Interdenominational Service 

Women’s Ministries leaders throughout the
Cleveland area recently converged their efforts to

launch “Intimate Moments with God.” This series of bi-
monthly meetings being held at numerous area church-
es has the dual purpose of helping
individuals develop a deeper rela-
tionship with God and bringing
unity among Cleveland women. 

Series creator Carolyn Henry
Hurst, DPM (pictured), founder of
Going GodWard Ministries, says
that she hopes the meetings will
“strengthen and deepen an indi-
vidual’s relationship with God
through activities that will allow
the participant to talk and listen to God.” She adds,
“This is a gala affair where the beauty of the sanctu-
ary service is shared in a unique and powerful way.”

The first of six meetings was held at the Bethel
church, where nearly 100 people came to be blessed.
The guest speaker was Hurst’s husband, Jerome,
pastor of the Southeast church. He shared how to
build intimacy through God’s messages in Psalms 27.
Hurst will address her peers at the remaining loca-
tions and dates: 
n February 29 at the Southeast Church
n May 2 at the Maranatha Church

n July 11 at the Southeast Church
n September 5 at the Glenville Church
n November 7 at Temple of Praise 

Plan now to attend one of these uplifting sessions,
which run from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Members of the Dale Wright Memorial church in
Germantown, Ohio, recently spent a spirit-filled

Sabbath worshiping with another Sabbathkeeping
congregation from Dayton. Twenty members of the
Church of God and Saints of Christ church journeyed
with their pastor, J. Ellis Millerton, and his wife,

Carolyn, to spend the entire
Sabbath with the Dale Wright
Memorial congregation. 

The visitors arrived early in
order to participate in a joint
Sabbath School lesson. During
the divine worship hour, the
Church of God’s a capella choir
provided special music followed
by Pastor Millerton giving a brief

history of the founding and work of their church.
Founded in 1896, Millerton explained that they similar-
ly follow God’s command about the Sabbath as well
as the eating practices as outlined in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy. They also operate mission fields in
Africa, and are looking forward to the return of Jesus

Calendar

February

8,9 Brazilian Revival, Columbus

March

8 Men’s Conference, Westside Church, Cleveland

9 District Lay Leadership Training Workshop, 
Pittsburgh

15 Education Rally, Ephesus Church, Columbus

28-30 Abuse Awareness Training, Columbus

Christ. “It was
truly a pleasure
to host the
Church of God
and Saints of
Christ congre-
gation and their
pastor,” said
Derek Adams
(left), Dale
Wright Memorial
pastor. “It was
wonderful to
witness two
congregations
coming togeth-
er, from such
diverse theological backgrounds and beginnings,
to proclaim their love for Jesus Christ.”

Following the church service, all enjoyed good
fellowship and a delicious meal prepared by the
members of both congregations.—Verna West

Members of the Dale Wright Memorial
church in Germantown, Ohio, share a day
of worship with the Church of God and
Saints of Christ from Dayton. 

That question was painted in eight-foot-high letters on the side of a four-story warehouse-turned-church facility
on the main street of the town where I grew up. While the obvious and subtle sarcasm was aimed to catch

many commuters’ attention, it was a very fundamental and important question. Why is it that we are so prone to
worry about the details of life rather than simply taking them to God in prayer?

In the most natural and simple way possible, we learn to pray by taking up the ordinary events of everyday life
and giving them to God. We share our thoughts, our hurts, our joys—freely and openly. We begin where we are—
in our families, on our jobs, with our neighbors and friends, etc. Now, I wish this did not sound so trivial, because
on the practical level of knowing God—it is the most profound truth we will ever hear. To believe
that God can reach us and bless us in the ordinary junctures of daily life is the stuff of prayer.

In the beginning stages of our experience, we are very much the subject and center of our
prayers. But in God’s time, and in God’s way, a revolution takes place in our heart. Slowly, almost
imperceptibly, there is a shift in our center of gravity. We pass from thinking of God as part of our
life to the realization that we are part of His life. Wondrously and mysteriously God moves from
the periphery of our prayer experience to the center. A conversion of the heart takes place,
a transformation of the spirit. And worry evaporates! 

Why Pray When You Can Worry?

Middletown Valley Set to Expand

Nearly two years after approaching an architect, 18
months after applying for a building permit, and

more than a year after the groundbreaking ceremony,
members of the Middletown Valley church in
Jefferson, Md., have their new building permit in hand.
They are finally moving forward with a major expan-
sion to their facility.

With the construction work now slated to begin this
spring, the congregation hopes to be worshiping in their
new sanctuary before the end of the year. This second
phase of their long-term vision includes a 5,000 sq. ft.
worship center with a seating capacity of more than 200.
It will also include a children’s room, a pastor’s study, 
and restrooms. The lower level of the new wing will be
roughed in for the anticipated third phase, which will
include a full-size kitchen, more bathrooms, and a large
fellowship hall. The estimated construction cost for phase
II is approaching $850,000, partially made possible
through a loan from the Columbia Union Revolving Fund.

Middletown Valley pastor Dick Thomas has 
considerable building experience but admits the 
difficulties and delays in the permitting process for
this project have tested his patience. Yet he remains
confident and optimistic that the Lord will see this
church family realize their dream.

Rob Vandeman
President

FEBRUARY 2008

Robbin Calfo, Carol Thomas, Pastor Dick Thomas, treasurer
Anita Milam, and building committee member Colby Bledsoe of
the Middletown Valley church in Jefferson, Md., join county
inspector Cate Hartsock in joyfully holding the long-awaited
building permit for their church expansion project. 
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Hispanic Company Opens in Annapolis

Wilmington School Participates in Shoebox Ministry

Following a pageant with a youth dramatization of the
first Christmas, more than 120 members of

Chesapeake’s Spanish-speaking constituency gathered
in Annapolis, Md., for an organizational meeting. At the
meeting, the conference leadership team organized its
first company of Spanish-speaking believers in
Annapolis with 41 charter members. Another 80 atten-
dees came to wish their fellow believers well and to
encourage their continued growth.

The Spanish work in Annapolis has developed over
the years thanks in great part to the efforts and com-
mitment of Luis Ventura. During the meeting, Ventura
read the group’s history and paid tribute to the people
involved from its beginning. When he first moved to
Annapolis, the El Salvadorian native could find no other
Seventh-day Adventists with whom to worship. He

eventually trav-
eled to Baltimore
and was encour-
aged by Israel
Ramirez, then
pastor of the
Baltimore
Spanish church,
to start a work in
the state capital. 

The company
now functions
under the local
lay leadership of
Saul Gutierrez
and Samuel
Cristancho. It is aligned as part of a district with 
the Washington-Spencerville Spanish church in
Spencerville, Md., and the Laurel (Md.) Maranatha
Spanish company. Juan Carlos Sicalo is the 
district’s pastor. He and the others have already laid
plans to plant another church in Bowie, Md., by the
end of 2008. 

Just a few years ago, Chesapeake’s only Spanish-
speaking congregation was in Baltimore. Today a
dozen Spanish congregations are part of this expanding
ministry within the conference.

District pastor Juan Sicalo observes as 
members sign on to join the first Spanish-
speaking company in Annapolis, Md.

A choir performs for a Christmas pageant that preceded the
organizational meeting of the new Annapolis company.

For the past five years, Wilmington (Del.) Junior Academy (WJA) has been a
drop-off point for Operation Christmas Child, a program that collects and

distributes shoeboxes filled with gifts for children in need. The program,
sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, targets children around the world who have
been ravaged by the effects of disaster, war, famine, poverty, or disease. A
typical shoebox holds small toys, combs, pens, books, and other creative

gifts. This was a banner year as WJA
students collected 10,471 shoeboxes,
which filled two tractor-trailers.

The students see this ministry as
an opportunity to make a real impact
on the lives of young children and as
a tangible way of expressing the love
of God to those in need. No shoebox
is sent away without a prayer being said for the young boy or girl who will
receive it. This annual program is a cooperative venture of the WJA stu-
dents, the Wilmington church, and school families and friends from the sur-
rounding community. Plans are underway for next year’s project to target a
specific area, such as Calcutta, India, or Johannesburg, South Africa.

WJA eighth-gradersKatie Hewlett, Josleen
Omani, and Emma Jogoo are happy to
make a difference in children’s lives.

Wilmington (Del.) Junior Academy eighth-
graders load a tractor-trailer with shoeboxes
as part of Operation Christmas Child.

The Challenge is published in the Visitor by the 
Chesapeake Conference n 6600 Martin Road, Columbia, MD 21044
Phone: (410) 995-1910 n President, Rob Vandeman

Students Conduct Mission Projects During Cruise

Columbia Union College (CUC) students recently
joined more than 1,000 young people from across

the nation for Cruise With a Mission. The national mis-
sion project took the volunteers to various countries in
Cental America during Christmas break. 

During their week aboard the cruise ship, the CUC
students got to know teammates through small group

sessions, sharing
testimonies, and
attending worship
programs. “The trip
gave us an oppor-
tunity to discuss
our mission as
Christians, and we
were able to wit-
ness to young peo-
ple on the trip and

in the countries
we visited,” said
Lorena Martinez, a
group sponsor
and administrative
assistant to the
chaplain. 

During their
stops in Belize
and Guatemala,
the cruise partici-
pants spent time
with children living
in orphanages. While in Guatemala, they taught chil-
dren the love of Jesus during a Vacation Bible School
program, painted and performed ground maintenance
at various schools, and delivered Christmas gifts to
children in their homes.—PR Staff
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Seniors Erika Orban and Lorena
Guardado deliver gifts to orphan children
in Guatemala.

NEWS
Alumni Weekend Announced

Columbia Union College will welcome back its alum-
ni during a special weekend, April 11-13. The spiritually
uplifting event will be filled with activities and a chance
to renew friendships. Graduates from honor classes
’98, ’88, ’83, ’78, ’68, ’58, and ’48 are warmly encour-
aged to attend with their spouses and friends.

Visitors Welcome to Spring Open House
On February 24, interested students will have the

opportunity to meet with faculty as well as financial aid
and academic counselors during CUC’s Open House.
Students interested in sports will also get the opportunity
to meet with athletic program directors. The event starts
at 1 p.m. For more information or to make a reservation,
call (800) 835-4212 or email openhous@cuc.edu.

Youth Ensemble Spreads God’s Love
Members of CUC’s New England Youth Ensemble

(pictured) are dedicated to spreading God’s message of
hope and love through music. They demonstrated this
dedication during the holiday season when they presented
a program featuring hymns, spirituals, and sacred classi-
cal music at various churches in Jamaica, Thailand, and
Southern California. The concerts featured solo works

and combined performances by young musicians who
are current students or friends of the college. Virginia-
Gene Rittenhouse, DMA, and Preston Hawes, an alum-
nus of the college, direct the ensemble.—PR Staff

Free Seminars Offer Money for College
CUC is now offering free unionwide seminars for par-

ents with children of any age. For more information, call
Enrollment Services at (800) 835-4212.

The New England Youth Ensemble, under the direction of
Preston Hawes, performs in Bangkok, Thailand.

CUC students and staff prepare to
board their Cruise With a Mission ship.
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Religion Majors Tour Turkey

Faculty, students, and friends recently toured the cave churches of
Cappadocia and retraced the footsteps of the Apostle Paul as part of

CUC’s Department of Religion Winter Study Tour of Turkey. The trip
highlighted the historical church locations that Paul wrote about in his
visits to Ephesus and some of the seven churches referenced in the
Book of Revelation.

Professor and department chair Zack Plantak, PhD, conducted the
tour along with his wife, Lidija, and Communication and Journalism pro-
fessor and chair David Miller. Senior Theology and Early Education
major Lorena Guardado saw the tour as an opportunity to experience
what she studies. “Going to some of the sites of the seven churches
helped me visualize it more,” she commented.

Course options for the tour included Celebrating and Experiencing
Scripture, Introduction to Fine Arts, and Christian Apocalyptic Writing:
Revelation. Peter Garza, a senior theology major and youth pastor of
the campus’ Sligo church, was particularly moved by his visit to
Ephesus. “Just standing in the coliseum and seeing how big it was,
and knowing that Paul stood there and was willing to die for his faith, was amazing,” he marveled. “I was
inspired to be a more courageous Christian and leader. I also realize there is so much more I can do for my
community.”—David Miller

CUC faculty, students, and friends enjoy their visit
at the Church of the Holy Wisdom, commonly
known as Hagia Sophia, during the Department
of Religion Winter Study Tour of Turkey.

February
1 Black History Month

6-9 Columbia Union 
Band Festival

10 Valentine’s Banquet

20 Success Night, SGPS, 
Gaithersburg Campus 

21 Success Night, SGPS, 
Takoma Park Campus 

16-18 48-Hour Film Project, Dept. 
of Comm. and Journalism

17 SA College Bowl

18 Presidents’ Day—
Campus Closed

24 Open House

March
3-6 Midterm Exams

7-16 Spring Break
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Student Profile: Megan Boggess

Megan Boggess (below) found her niche at CUC. Originally from West
Virginia and a graduate of Highland View Academy in Hagerstown,

Md., she chose CUC for its location and close access
to political, cultural, and academic events in the area.

As a sophomore Mathematics and Education
major, Boggess enjoys the academic offerings and
challenging coursework that she discovered as a
freshman honors student. “The friendships that I
have made from our Honors Rhetoric class and
Honors Seminar, plus all the activities we take part in
as a group, will last forever,” she stated.

Boggess’ scholastic achievement in the Honors Program is balanced
with athleticism. As a member of CUC’s cross-country and track and field
teams, she enjoys the camaraderie with teammates as they push each
other to excel. Both groups offer her a sense of community and friendship. 

One memory that Boggess says she will remember forever took place last
fall during an Honors Program retreat. At the retreat, graduating seniors got an
opportunity to give advice to the
underclassmen. The advice was
sometimes somber, sometimes
comical, but all shared laughter
and tears. Then three members
from the program gave a special
concert. “Their comical and original
music had the group laughing so
hard,” recalled Boggess. “The
closeness of the group that night
was almost tangible and definitely
memorable. It was pretty much the
greatest thing ever.”—PR Staff

Sophomore Megan Boggess (front row, far
left) has found friends and camaraderie
through her participation in CUC’s track team.

Ihad my own firsthand account of how God has been crowded out of the public school system. Week after week
I was enveloped in a godless school atmosphere with the myriad of temptations that existed in the 1970s.

Certainly, students today face even greater challenges and temptations than I could have imagined. 
The exciting news is that more and more parents and grandparents are realizing that it is not worth the gamble of

their child’s salvation. Another exciting reality is that a growing number of churches and individuals
are going the extra mile to make sure any youth who wishes to attend an Adventist school will have
the opportunity to do so. These sacrifices have a great deal to do with the enrollment boom that sev-
eral of our Columbia Union academies have realized this year. 

As we look to the future, challenges will continue to threaten the financial viability of our schools.
But the need to guard the spiritual life of our children will continue to grow as well. Won’t you join in
the battle for the souls of our young people? Are you willing to make a sacrifice to ensure our chil-
dren get the opportunity to learn in an atmosphere that encourages them to talk to God sever-
al times each day? Education is a wonderful tool that will allow our children to succeed here
on Earth. Christian education is a gift we can give our children for their journey toward eternity.

Christian Education on the Rise

NEWS

Brad Durby 
Recruiter, Chaplain,

Athletic Director

Academy Days Gets Thumbs Up
Students from several surrounding Adventist

schools recently visited Highland View Academy (HVA)
during their annual Academy Days. The students were
able to experience classes with current academy stu-
dents, meet the faculty, and find out more about what
HVA has to offer. Some visitors also stayed over on
Sunday night to experience dorm life. In addition,
prospective students—and their parents—were able
to learn more about the many aspects of the Campus
Ministries program, opportunities they will have to
become involved in music and sports, the work pro-
gram, and scholarships offered. 

When asked their thoughts about the event, atten-
dees’ replies were positive. “It was really good,” said

Zack Wasli, an
eighth-grader
from Frederick
(Md.) Adventist
Elementary,
while giving a
thumbs up. 
“It was really
awesome,”
commented
Caitlin
Worden, an
eighth-grader
at Mt. Aetna
Adventist

Elementary in
Hagerstown,
Md. Even HVA
students
enjoyed the
occasion. “It
was really fun,
and I thought
the kids who
visited were
cool,” said jun-
ior Dan Barizo.

School Honors Class of 2008
The Class of 2008 was honored recently during a

special vespers service, where the perseverance and
hard work it takes to reach senior status was recog-
nized. Jennifer Payne, English teacher and class spon-
sor, and Brad Durby, recruiter and chaplain, were the
speakers. Payne skillfully highlighted the unique per-
sonality of the class and praised them for their many
talents. Durby urged them to be led by God to use their
talents for the purposes to which He calls them.

“It was awesome,” exclaimed senior Lauren Kawlni.
“I enjoyed it very much because everybody was there
to support us, especially our families.” Senior Jessica
Wahlen said of the moment, “I felt like I was officially a
senior.” The evening concluded with a reception for the
honorees, their families, and guests hosted by the
Class of 2009.

FEBRUARY 2008

w w w. h i g h l a n d v i e w a c a d e m y. c o m

Guests Nick Munro from the Rocky Knoll
school in Martinsburg, W.Va., and Marci
Corea from the Mt. Aetna Adventist
Elementary in Hagerstown, Md., shake hands
during an Academy Days mixer.

Ryan Stough, Danielle Meadows, and
Chemutai Kemboi from the Rocky Knoll
school enjoy Academy Days.
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Class of 2009 Hosts 50s Talent Show

Students Gain Focus at Bible Retreat

The Class of 2009 hosted
Highland View Academy’s annual

Talent Show. The 1950s theme was
depicted through the vintage diner,
leather jackets, poodle skirts, and
root beer floats. It was evident the
sponsor class invested a lot of time
and energy in the event. “It was
amazingly stressful, but totally awe-
some!” admitted junior Ashley
Boggess. 

Instrumental and vocal selec-
tions, skits, and juggling were
among the talents showcased. Kyly
Bauer won first place for her piano

rendition of “Sonata in A.” Junior
Kevin Issac, senior Lucas Mongare,
sophomore John Mongare, junior
Mike Nyatta, and senior Walter
Umana were awarded second place
for their performance of the African
song “Mos Mos.” Freshman Do
Young An received third place for
her piano solo on the Gayagm, a
traditional Korean instrument. 

Junior Mike Nyatta said it best:
“It was a pretty exciting experience
to see so many people enjoying
themselves and laughing.”

Members of the Class of 2009 celebrate
after hosting a successful talent show.

The MCs, juniors Ashley Boggess and
Laura Boyer, entertain the crowd.

Fifteen HVA students, accompanied by three teachers, recently spent
a weekend in Pennsylvania for the annual Bible retreat. The retreats

are held at the “Howe’s farm,” as it is lovingly referred to by many stu-
dents and faculty. The property, owned by Ted Howe, MD, and his
wife, Beth, has been made available to HVA groups on many occa-
sions. Offering a quiet, rustic setting, void of common distractions
such as traffic, television, and phone service, it is the perfect getaway.

The event’s theme “Hiding God’s Word in Your Heart” was based on
Psalms 119:11. In addition to study and prayer, other activities used to
make the theme practical included writing a song based on a Scripture,
presenting dramatic readings of Scripture, and playing a Scripture hide-
and-seek game. “I enjoyed the Scripture songs the most,” said Alban
Howe, an event sponsor.

The weekend also provides time for group bonding by sharing limited
space, making meals together, and just hanging out on the porch. On Sabbath afternoon, students visited and sang
at the Rest Assured Assisted Living Center, where they were very well received. In the afternoon, the group hiked
through the Big Savage Tunnel. “It was fun and it brought us closer to God,” commented junior Jaenique Banfield.
Junior Ashley Boggess agreed and added, “I had a lot of fun and also learned a lot.”

Senior Julie Marques, and juniors Ashley
Boggess and Jaenique Banfield lead praise
worship during the Bible retreat.

February
22-23 Chesapeake Bible 

Conference at HVA

24 International Fair, 
3-6 p.m., Gymnasium

27-Mar.2 Home Leave

March
3-8 Student Week of Prayer

14-16 Parent Weekend

15 Senior Play, 8 p.m., 
Gymnasium

16 Parent/Teacher 
Conferences

21-30 Spring Break

Honduras Mission Trip

Scandinavia Music Tour
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Irecently read The Called ... The Chosen by Ken McFarland, a must-read for everyone. If you don’t have the
book, please contact me for a free copy. McFarland emphasizes God’s unlimited resources for the accom-

plishment of our mission, but points out that Christians often “forget God and lose sight of their high privilege
as His representatives” (p. 48).

In Mountain View, we have been blessed with the dawning light of those “unlimited resources” so readily avail-
able to us if we are willing to dedicate our lives to Christ’s high calling. Some of us may feel inadequate to repre-
sent God, but He reminds us that man’s impossibilities are God’s limitless possibilities (see Matthew 19:26). God
is ready to bless us with “every imaginable blessing” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 288) if we will open our hearts to
His purpose. During this new year, the possibility of doing exploits for God is as sure as His
promise: “Every soul whom Christ has rescued is called to work in His name for the saving of the
lost. In this work all the angels of heaven are ready to co-operate. All the resources of heaven are
at the command of those who are seeking to save the lost. Angels will help you to reach the
most careless and the most hardened” (p. 197, with editorial emphasis).

In 2008 let us pray for dedicated lives, share God’s love, and invite others to accept a 
powerful God who loves them and whom you know and represent. If you have been res-
cued, God is asking you to become a rescuer.

The Rescued Need to Become the Rescuers

New Morgantown Member Shares Conversion Story

Larry Boggess
President

Arecent Sabbath consummated a two-year voyage
from darkness to light for Deborah Bosley, with God

at the helm. Here, in her own words, is an account of
that remarkable journey to truth and salvation:

“I wasn’t raised in a particular religion, but my family
attended Methodist and Pentecostal churches during my

childhood.
Through
books and
tracts, I had
been study-
ing different
religions.
Frustrated
and confused
with the
diversity of
ideas in print,
I was almost
ready to give
up, but
decided

instead to pray that God would show me the truth.
“At this time, through my study, I already knew

about the state of the dead. I really felt I was being led
to read certain overlooked Bible truths. I read about the
seventh-day Sabbath—a real shock—but kept praying

amidst my uncertainty. During this time I saw a com-
mercial for Sky Angel satellite and ordered one. One
day I watched “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” by
Pastor Leo Schreven on 3ABN. The sermon really
touched me and brought me to tears. I called Sky
Angel and asked them what religion the people on
3ABN were. I had never heard of Seventh-day
Adventists before. Still not putting this together, and
still praying, I went to a local bookstore and asked if
they had any books in stock on this religion. The
cashier said no. However, she informed me that a co-
worker, John Zerne, belonged to the Seventh-day
Adventist church, but he was not in at the time. I con-
tacted him, and he let me borrow a book about the 27
fundamental beliefs of the Adventist Church.

“Zerne attended the Adventist church in
Morgantown, Va. It took us two years, but on the first
Sabbath in September 2007, my husband, Rick, my
daughter, April, and her two sons, Noah (7) and Nathan
(19 months), started attending the Morgantown church. 

“My husband and I were baptized November 17,
2007. Evangelist Rich Cavaness helped us prepare and
was present for our baptism. He read our vows while
Pastor Geoff Star performed the baptism. We want to
thank Cavaness, Schreven, our pastor, and all of our
Morgantown church family for welcoming us. Special
thanks goes to God who led us here.”

FEBRUARY 2008

Morgantown pastor Geoff Star (center) happily
prepares to baptize new converts Rick and
Deborah Bosley.
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Lewisburg Comes Alive With Sounds of Music

Weirton, Wheeling Youth Aspire to be Missionaries

The Lewisburg (W.Va.) church
was recently blessed to hear

sounds of music come alive under
the skillful fingers of Calvin Taylor,
DMA (Doctor of Musical Arts).
Taylor is a music publisher, concert
performer, and recording artist who
holds several degrees in music from
various prestigious universities. He
has also authored several music
books, including Spirituals for Piano
and Sacred Classics. 

Taylor’s morning program consist-
ed of Scripture reading and beautiful
renditions of familiar hymns that
brought to life the passages he read.
He played such tunes as “Jesu, Joy
of Man’s Desiring,” “Jesus Loves
Me,” and “In the Garden.” If you
closed your eyes, you could even
image the ocean waves as he played
“Master, the Tempest is Raging.”

In the afternoon, Taylor per-
formed again. This time the commu-
nity was invited by way of radio and
newspaper announcements. As
Taylor again brought the piano keys
to life with “The Holy City” and other
inspiring selections, 10 community
guests and nearly all the Lewisburg
church members sat spellbound.

After the concert, church mem-
bers served refreshments and
attendees were able to talk per-
sonally with Taylor and purchase
his CDs. Guests were also given
an opportunity to sign a registry to
for notification of future concerts
at Lewisburg church. A very
friendly man, Taylor even consented

Guest musician Calvin Taylor, DMA,
glides his hands over the piano’s keys
as he performs for the Lewisburg
(W.Va.) church’s afternoon concert.

Taylor gives a few piano-playing tips to 9-
year-old Jessica Pepper after the concert.

There’s the missionary!’ squealed 5-year-old Rebekah Jones as my wife, Barbara, and I walked into the
Wheeling, W.Va., church,” recalled Homer Trecartin, Adventist Mission planning director at the Adventist

World Headquarters in Silver Spring, Md. Rebekah had come with her parents—Wheeling pastor Brian Jones
and his wife, Elizabeth—to the Weirton, W.Va., church the night before. She had watched and listened intently

for the entire hour and a half that Trecartin showed pictures and
told about the people and work in Central Asia.

In the afternoon, Trecartin presented material on a different mission
program. “When I finished, they begged me to do the one from the
night before,” he laughed. “The young people all listened closely to my
presentation on the call to sacrifice and commitment in God’s service.
They were especially intrigued with the hat I was wearing, so we dug
into our exhibits box and pulled out the other hats we had brought
along. They put them on and posed with Barbara and me—a whole
group of missionaries!”

All the young people present seemed deeply stirred by the Holy
Spirit to commit their lives to God as His ambassadors, to take the
light of present and eternal truth to whatever part of the world the
Lord sends them. Trecartin told them they are already missionaries,
but also admonished their parents to be preparing their hearts for
the day when some of their children may decide to go halfway
around the world on a mission for the Lord. 

Homer Trecartin (center), Global Mission project
director, and his wife, Barbara (fourth from left),
enjoy wearing hats from around the world with
Rebekah Jones (front) and other teens from the
Wheeling (W.Va.) church.
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to giving a few tips about piano
playing to those who stayed by to
help him pack up his materials.
—Kathy Pepper

Experiencing a week of prayer led by students is one of the most rewarding opportunities. During the recent 
student-led event, as the teens discussed different biblical figures who came to Christ despite their flaws, I

started to think about the message we, as educators, send our students. The biggest challenge we face is helping
a teenaged mind realize the grace that exists solely as a result of the love of God. How do we help students meet
and accept a Savior without conditions? How do we bring them to a place where grace is foremost and the distinc-
tion of works is clear? The fact is, there is no clear template for guaranteed success in conveying this message. 

In any school setting, it is difficult to help students appreciate the rules without them feeling
restricted by those rules. This same thought is true at home, work, or anywhere one is held sub-
ject to the law. As faculty and staff, we are challenged to help students understand that God’s law
was not established to save us, but to help us develop the character of Christ. He does this by
revealing the areas where we still fall short. All of us at Mount Vernon Academy (MVA) have been
challenged by our students to remain focused on sharing the message of the grace that saves
and a law that reveals. Simply put, His grace is sufficient, and our goal is that all of our
students embrace it.

While MVA has two weeks of prayer, one in the fall
and one in the spring, a week of spiritual renewal

is also planned during the winter. The academy recently
completed this annual Student Week of Prayer. Instead
of inviting a guest speaker, the students prepared and
delivered the messages to their peers. The young
speakers this year were sophomore Jeanmark Kessler,
junior Jennifer Mangena, senior Jonathan Charles, jun-
ior Kristy Riley, senior Danika Ouzounian, freshman
Allegra Jenkins, junior Devin Large, junior Ricky
Woodruff, and junior Bruce Cuevas.

The chaplains and student speakers spent a week-
end prior to the event at Camp Mohaven in Danville,
Ohio. The group spent time in prayer, study, reflection,
and preparation. God worked in some mysterious and

wonderful ways
to inspire the stu-
dents with a spe-
cific message for
their friends. 

The benefits of
having student
speakers are
numerous. For
one, many 
students admit 
to being more
receptive to hear-

ing the gospel
presented
through the voice
and view of one
of their peers.
The speakers
also mention the
joy they discover
in sharing their
faith with others.
And the time
these young 
presenters spend
studying and
preparing for their talk helps them develop a more inti-
mate relationship with Christ. 

This year the speakers examined the life of different
Bible characters, men and women like David, Mary
Magdelene, Peter, Saul, and Zacchaeus. There was a
common theme throughout the week. Each Bible char-
acter was said to have “messed up,” and while their sin
may have had unintended consequences and painful
effects, God did not give up on them. God, in His great
mercy, was able to reach through the gloom of their fail-
ures and put them back on solid ground. The message
to the students of MVA was that we can come to Christ
as we are, despite our insufficiencies, and He will heal
us as well and place us on solid ground.—Tim Soper

David Daniels
Principal

SpiriT
M O U N T  V E R N O N  A C A D E M Y
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Teaching Students About God’s Sufficient Grace

Week of Prayer Challenges Students to “Come as You Are”

Student Week of Prayer provides students
an opportunity to be blessed with mes-
sages from their peers.

During Student Week of Prayer, senior
Jonathan Charles discusses how Paul
came to Christ.



34 | VISITOR FEBRUARY 2008  | 35

Mount Vernon Academy is participating in a new fund-raising opportunity.
Microsoft and Scholastic Books have partnered to create “Search and

Give,” a Web-based fund-raising program that allows participants to raise
money through searching or playing educational games.

To participate with Search and Give, individuals must create an account and
choose their charity of choice (i.e., Mount Vernon Academy). Using the search
engine donates one point to the charity, while playing the educational games
donates various points. At the end of the year, donated points turn into money.

Currently MVA has only 65 supporters, many of whom are staff and stu-
dents. Even so, the school has earned more than 45,000 points, ranking MVA
third among schools in the nation and seventh for charitable organizations.
Scholastic Books recently recognized MVA’s achievement and will be featuring
the school’s accomplishments in an upcoming article.—Aaron Myers

While using the Internet for research,
junior Lance Downing donates money to
Mount Vernon Academy through “Search
and Give,” a fund-raising program.

SpiriT

UPCOMING EVENTS
Academy Days Opens Doors

On April 13 and 14, MVA will host Academy Days for
prospective students in grades 7-11. This annual event
gives visitors an opportunity to experience academy life
through a kaleidoscope of activities. They will participate
in events designed to familiarize them with each other,
the campus, and current students and staff. Attendees

will also join
shortened classes
in order to meet
the teachers.

Prospective
students will be
able to complete
financial aid
applications and
audition for sev-
eral music and
sports scholar-
ships. These
scholarships,
which will be

awarded to several guests in grades 8-11, may be
applied toward tuition the following year, or later, at
MVA. Plan now to attend this action-packed extrava-
ganza. For more information, visit www.mvacademy.org
or email information@mvacademy.org.

Juniors, Seniors Prepare for Missions Abroad
In addition to the many local service and outreach

projects MVA participates in each year, willing stu-
dents and staff are also given the opportunity to serve
others beyond our country’s borders. This year more
than 50 juniors and seniors will simultaneously travel
to two different locations where they will perform mis-
sion work from February 22 through March 2.

Participants from MVA’s junior class will travel to hur-
ricane-ravaged Belize to build a church and assist with

the clean up and
repairs still need-
ed as a result of
Hurricane Dean,
which hit in
August 2007.
Seniors will travel
to another, yet
undetermined,
country and per-
form mission
work during their
senior class trip.
Please keep all
participants in your prayers as they serve others.

Spirit is published in the Visitor by Mount Vernon Academy
525 Wooster Road, Mount Vernon, OH 43050 n Phone: 
(740) 397-5411 n Principal, David Daniels n Editor, Amy Soper
www.mvacademy.org

February
17 Student Association Banquet

22-Mar. 2 Junior and Senior Mission Trips 
27-Mar. 2 Home Leave

March
5-7 Midterm Exams

10-14 OGT Testing

19-23 Echolier/Handbell Tour

28 Parent/Teacher Conferences

28-Apr.6 Spring Break 

Current and prospective students enjoy
getting acquainted through games and
mixers during Academy Days 2007.

Soogie Choi helps dig a plot for a new
church in Belize during the 2007 junior
mission trip. 

Success Through “Search and Give” Earns Recognition

eventsof
calendar 

The clearest manifestation of the great revival prophesied for the last days of Earth’s history, before the second
coming of Jesus is this: A genuine return to the study of the Bible with a powerful spirit of prayer that will lead

God’s children to live a pious life in harmony with the only rule of faith and practice, the Holy Bible.
The Seventh-day Adventist Church has been recognized in the past as “the people of the Book,” but are we

today? I sometimes ask myself where in our movement did we drop the Book? Why did reading
the Bible annually, memorizing the Bible text from the morning devotional, and studying the
Sabbath School lesson seven days a week disappear from many of our homes? 

Sadly, many talk about other things but not the Word of God. Some have started labeling us
sarcastically as the “fathers of the modern discussion.” For this and many other reasons, I invite
all the members of the New Jersey Conference family, and all who read this editorial, to return to
the Bible! Let us study this Book every day. Remember, by the grace of God, we can still
be the “people of the Book.”

Are We Still the “People of the Book”?

The Laurelwood church recently added four new members to its con-
gregation: Stephanie Thomas, Robert Hunter, Ron Holzer, and Cindy

Staab. The four new believers studied with Pastor Mike Gill for some
time, and were eager to be buried with the Lord in baptism. They all got
their wish at the conclusion of a prophecy seminar conducted by Jack
Dubosque at their church. 

Laurelwood Baptizes New Members

Conference Votes Five-Year Initiative

José Cortés
President

The New Jersey Conference Executive Committee
recently voted the following initiatives for the next 

five years:
n In the area of evangelism, the conference voted that
each church will hold spring and fall evangelistic meet-
ings, and will host public awareness events in their com-
munities. There will also be one conference-wide evan-
gelistic effort each year. 
n In the area of empowerment, conference depart-
mental leaders will provide “Train the Trainers” semi-
nars to empower the laity in the following areas: Bible
studies, small group leadership, preaching, worship
and music, and spiritual gifts.
n Under Christian education, the conference would like
to see increased enrollment and better marketing of its
schools. The leaders also voted to explore the achiev-
ability of offering high school education once again.
n In the area of communication, the conference would
like to expand the communication network between
itself and local churches, implementing different
modes. It would like to upgrade Web resources, 
and encourage local churches to have multimedia

capabilities with
the intent of
accessing multi-
media resources
for evangelistic 
purposes.
n Utilizing the
power of prayer,
the conference
voted that it will
be a haven of
prayer to all
nations and 
cultures. They
also plan to train
local church
prayer leaders in
various prayer-based ministries.
n Under community services, the committee decided to
train and monitor local church leadership to implement
one or more community-improvement programs, for
example, a food bank, clothing distribution, etc. 
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Peter Anderson (left), elder at the Newark
English church, leads out in one of the
strategic planning groups where church
leaders answer the question, “Where do
you see your conference in five years?”

New convert Cindy Staab is elated following her
baptism by Laurelwood pastor Mike Gill.



Meadow View Students Shine

Every year students at the 
Lake Nelson School (LNS) in

Piscataway host a Christmas pro-
gram to share the meaning of Jesus’
birth with the community. Appearing
before a packed auditorium, nearly
all LNS students took part in the
memorable production, showcasing
their God-given talents, and attesting
to God’s blessings on the school.

The role of a shepherd took 
center stage again in The Miracle of
Christmas, the story about a Roman
centurion who, walking alone one
night, encountered a shepherd on
her way to meet fellow shepherds.
Having overseen Christ’s crucifix-
ion, the centurion started believing
in Jesus, but still doubted because
Christ was gone. The shepherd, a
follower of Christ, recounted the
Savior’s life in a narrative that
flashed back to the miracles of the

ascension, resurrection, passion,
crucifixion, and—the biggest mira-
cle of all—the nativity.  

The LNS choir—encompassing
nearly every student from first-
through eighth-grade—added
another dimension to the events
being portrayed on stage, filling the
auditorium with angelic voices. For
the grand finale, during a nativity
scene with live animals, all the
characters joined the choir in
singing “Gloria in Excelsis Deo.” 

During closing remarks, LNS
principal Elisa Maragoto expressed
heartfelt thanks to the team that
made it all possible. Similarly, J.
Wayne Hancock, EdD, superintend-
ent of schools, affirmed that per-
formances like this and the high
academic achievements of LNS 

Students portray the opening scene of
The Miracle of Christmas, depicting the
ascension of Jesus Christ.

Lake Nelson School kindergarten students
portray an angel announcing, “Be not
afraid, I bring you good news,” to the
shepherds.

We take the opportunity of the Christmas season to minister to our 
community by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ through drama,

music, and by providing necessary goods for the needy,” explained Meadow
View Junior Academy principal Sadrail Saint-Ulysse. In lieu of a gift
exchange, the school family adopts several needy families in the Chesterfield
area and provides them with clothing, toys, and food. 

Saint-Ulysse explains that their annual Christmas
program also gives them the opportunity to share the
gospel with nonbelievers. The students demonstrated a
lot of enthusiasm during their recent production of
Miracle on Main Street. It was directed by Deborah
Strang, volunteer choir director, and Melanie Freeth, bell
choir and first- through third-grade teacher. The gymna-
sium was packed with parents, relatives, and friends who were delighted by the production.

Students at Meadow View Junior
Academy in Chesterfield delighted friends,
relatives, and visitors during their recent
performance of Miracle on Main Street.

February

8-10 English Lay Evangelism 
School, Tranquil Valley 
Retreat Center

10 Family Ski Day, Big Boulder

22-24 Spanish Lay Evangelism 
School, TVRC

March

7-9 Couples Retreat, Egg Harbor

15 “Go Wide!” Northern NJ 
Youth Rally, TVRC

28-30 English Women’s Retreat, 
Cape May

29 “Heal our Land” Prayer 
Conference, Robbinsville 
Church

New Jersey News is published in the
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Lake Nelson Students Present Holiday Program
students reflect the rich rewards 
for the parents’ sacrifice.—John
Hakizimana with contributions by LNS
seventh- and eighth-grade students

Under the direction of Pastor Gianluca Bruno, the
Village church in Mason opened Agora in May 2006

with the goal of establishing a community action min-
istry. Now, nearly two years later, many of the original
goals have been realized and more continue to unfold. 

Located strategically in a business storefront in
downtown Mason, Agora is a nonprofit organization
that has, at its center, a vibrant used bookstore. It
helps support the organization and emphasizes an
artistic, cozy atmosphere. Comfortable chairs, like a liv-
ing room, are appealing to people seeking quiet read-
ing time or informal conversation. And the walls act as
a showcase for original local art. However, Agora
encompasses much more than just the bookstore. After
hours the store becomes a meeting space for clubs,
conversation groups, workshops, films, and literary
readings. For instance, in partnership with the Rotary
Club, Agora sponsored a live singer/guitarist in connec-
tion with the downtown Mason Christmas festival.

Operating by the mission statement to “create an
environment that fosters personal growth and facili-
tates community development,” Agora follows three
simple strategies: create friendships, welcome new

ideas, and
facilitate the
implementa-
tion of those
ideas. As a
result, they 
do not push
prepackaged
programs, but

instead allow
their community
contacts to 
create ideas
associated with
a need. Their
monthly Turning
Pages Book
Club and
Creativity Circles
artistic develop-
ment group 
were started 
in this way.

None of this
could be accom-
plished without
the generous
support of volun-
teers, both in terms of time and money. They do 
clerical work, sort and stock books, manage the
bookstore, and help with events. Though community
members donate the books sold at Agora, Agora
mostly relies on donations to cover their operating
expenses and fund events.

This focus on their community has also had a 
positive effect on the Village church. Being involved
in ministry together has helped the members bond
and commit to allowing God to work in their lives.
With the church being more alive and active, it has
attracted more people; people interested in being
part of a congregation that is outwardly focused. 

Agora has generated a lot of interest from the com-
munity. “People ask, ‘Why are you doing this?’ and it
gives us an opportunity to share about our church,”
Pastor Bruno states. “From a secular standpoint, it is
changing the reputation of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Mason, and has given the church a much
bigger presence in the community.” He adds,
“Business and community leaders now know the
Adventist Church and what we are doing, and they can
see the church is benefiting them.” 

Plans for 2008 include developing more health-
oriented events. This will be a good way to present
the church’s health message to secular people
through a nonthreatening venue, and will open the
door to a bigger picture of the gospel. For more
information go to www.masonagora.com.
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Cultural nights at Agora feature food, art, and entertainment 
with an ethnic theme.

The Children’s Corner is a popular spot in
the facility.

Mission Movers: Agora Bookstore
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CLIMB Attendees Learn About Children’s Ministries

John Hall – Pastor Hall and his wife, Marilyn (below),
were welcomed recently as the new bi-vocational pas-
toral couple for the Findlay church. Hall has experience
serving a local church in a variety of positions such as
lay minister, elder, Sabbath School leader, school board
member, finance committee member, and organist. 

In addition to his new pastoral duties, Hall is
employed as a Certified Chemical Dependency
Counselor by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation
and Corrections at Allen Correctional Institution. He is
also a member of the Critical Incident Support Team of
the State of Ohio, a team activated when a critical inci-
dent within the Department of Corrections takes place. 

If that wasn’t
enough, the Halls also
operate their own busi-
ness, Hall Enterprises. It
provides education in
two areas: a Victim
Awareness Program for
court ordered offenders,

and Hands for Your Heart for those seeking CPR,
Basic First Aid, and other certifications. They volun-
teer in their local community EMS—Pastor Hall as a
paramedic and Marilyn as an EMT. They have four
grown children and seven grandchildren.

The Halls feel that all of their prior experiences and
education have been very instrumental in preparing them
for pastoral ministry. They look forward to providing spiri-
tual encouragement and direction to those in Findlay.

Jerry Chase – Pastor Chase and his wife, Brenda
(above, right), were welcomed as the new pastoral
couple for the Akron church. Raised a pastor’s kid,
Chase lived in Brazil for nine yeas, where his parents
served as missionaries. During that time, he developed
an appreciation for different cultures and gave his heart
to the Lord. 

Pastor Chase
majored in music educa-
tion at Southern College
(now Southern Adventist
University) in Tennessee,
but also took classes in
Biblical Greek. He taught
music at the elementary

and secondary levels before heading to Andrews
University Theological Seminary (Mich.), graduating with
a Master of Divinity in 1999. He then worked at Adventist
Frontier Missions as Research Project director, and most
recently was a Geographic Information Systems
Specialist for a nonprofit organization in Berrien Springs,
Mich. Pastor Chase was actively involved at the Village
church in Berrien Springs in a variety of positions, such
as interim youth pastor and head elder.

Brenda is currently finishing a doctorate in
Educational Leadership and Administration from
Andrews University. Both are passionate about evangel-
ism and mission and encourage others toward a holistic
stewardship of time, talents, and financial means. Their
family includes two adult children, Joelle and Ben.

Lisa Szilagyi – Szilagyi recently
joined the conference’s Treasury
Department as auditor. She holds a
Master of Business Administration
with an emphasis in marketing from
Southern Adventist University. In
addition to traveling and auditing
conference church and school records, she will be a
valuable resource to local treasurers for training and
advising on the “Jewel” computer program.

The Ohio Conference Child and Family Education Ministry, under 
the direction of Cindy French, recently offered three regional oppor-

tunities to experience CLIMB (Children Learning Innovative Ministry
Basics). The CLIMB team is made up of lay leaders who are intention-
ally focused on nurturing the spiritual development of children aged 
5-12. More than 200 adults and children participated in workshops on
puppet ministry, creative family worship, community ministry, resilien-
cy, and make-and-take Sabbath bags. Participants were pleased with
the content. “Every idea was wonderful and my spirit was uplifted,”
and “I appreciated the emphasis on bringing our children into 
mainstream church,” were a sampling of the positive feedback.

Children and adults enjoy learning about pup-
pet ministry at a recent CLIMB event.

The sun shone brightly as members of the York church set up for their
first Community Family Fun Day. Their goal was to do something unique

to draw community members and enable them to experience Seventh-day
Adventists in a God-centered and positive light. 

Several hundred attendees were drawn to the practical and fun activities.
Visitors were first welcomed with an atmosphere of grace through a huge ban-

ner (left) hanging from the church that
stated, “God Cares About You.” The
sign was accompanied by two large
graphics of Jesus feeding the 5,000 and
the second coming. 

Church members manned booths
offering free water and literature, a
schedule of events, a prayer request
box, and information about the church school and Pathfinders.
Entertainment included a beekeeper who came with a hornet’s nest, live
bees, and fresh honey for all to try. There were free balloons, face painting,

and photo opportunities with a scene from Noah’s ark. A fire truck was available for the kids to explore, while fire-
men handed out fire hats and talked about fire safety. Many had fun soaking a pastor, principal, or youth leader in
the dunking booth, and the Pathfinders held a car wash. One family even organized a car show.  

There was a huge outdoor yard sale, a popular indoor café with vegan recipe demonstrations, and a blood
drive. There was an outdoor Christian concert and drawings for free meals at local restaurants. There were also
self-defense demonstrations geared toward young children, given by a local black belt instructor and a few of her
students. A one-mile Fun Run wrapped up the busy day.—Cindi Woodruff

Hundreds Attend York’s First Family Fun Day

Teens, Moms Discover “Real Beauty”

Approximately 50 teenage girls and their mothers recently attended 
the Pennsylvania Conference’s first “Real Beauty” event held in

Grantville. The one-day retreat focused on beauty: what it looks like, who
defines it, and how we live it. Conference Women’s Ministries director
Tamyra Horst led the five presentations, which included “What Beauty

Really Is,” “What Moms are
Really Saying,” and “What
Boys are Really Thinking,”
among other topics. 

Facilitators included
Kathleen Sutton from Hamburg
and Starla Overton, Sharon
Overton, Judy Butler, Lilly Tryon, and Denise Reinwald from the
Reading area. Each one led group discussions and activities that
drew the teens and mothers into sharing their perspectives and
ideas about how to live and be beautiful women of God. The day
concluded with moms and daughters affirming the beauty they saw
in each other and praying together. Afterward, they enjoyed a
Hershey’s chocolate buffet.

FEBRUARY 2008

A local black belt instructor provides self-
defense lessons at York church’s first
Community Family Fun Day.

Judy Butler (center) of Reading leads moms and
daughters in often loud and animated discussions
about beauty, boys, communication, and God.

Facilitator Kathleen Sutton of Hamburg
talks to a mother and daughter during the
conference’s first “Real Beauty” event.

Conference Welcomes New Pastors, Auditor
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February
8-10 Youth Spiritual Retreat 

Laurel Lake Camp

16 Pathfinder Conference 
Level Bible Achievement

22-24 Marriage Retreat 
Bethlehem

23 Health Ministries Sabbath

29-Mar. 2 Equipping University 
Harrisburg

Korean Youth and Young Adults Reach Community

Young People Invited to Experience “Jesus 365”

The Pennsylvania Korean
Adventist church’s youth and

young adult group are a dedicated
group, active in serving their com-
munity. For years, they have served
the homeless and the residents of a
nearby nursing home. 

The young people have served
the downtown Philadelphia home-
less every other month for more
than two years. Together with other
denominational church members,
they join an organization called
Chosen 300 Ministries to serve
Sabbath dinner to as many as 500
people. The church volunteers lead
worship, praise, and serve good
food to the homeless. During the
winter season, the volunteers have
also shared 300 pairs of socks. The
young people have witnessed
homeless people addicted to drugs
accept Jesus Christ as their Savior
and then turn around and serve
other homeless. 

In addition to serving the home-
less, for three years, the youth and

young adults have ministered once
a month to the residents at the
Manor Care Nursing Home in
Huntingdon Valley. At the home, the
youth sing, mingle with the resi-
dents, and sometimes lead bingo
games. The have built friendships
with the residents—shaking their
hands, and hugging and kissing

them. “Even though we are not
good singers, their response makes
us feel special,” says Youth Pastor
Joseph SukHo Shon. He says that
many of them join in the songs,
some with tears in their eyes.
“Sometimes elderly patients require
personal prayer for their health and
concerns,” he explains. 

Shon adds that many of the
residents share appreciation for
their visit, and ask what church
they’re from. “We gladly introduce
our church and Jesus Christ’s love
to them,” he comments. “They
have a lot of experiences and 

stories to share. We will continue
serving them as we prepare to
meet Jesus Christ.”

The Korean young people enjoy singing
to the residents of the Manor Care
Nursing Home in Huntingdon Valley.

Members of the Pennsylvania Korean
church’s youth and young adult group
lead worship for several hundred home-
less people before serving them dinner.

Young people in seventh- through 12th-grades are invited to attend the “Jesus 365” event February 8-10. The
program, being held at Laurel Lake Camp in Rossiter, will run from noon on Friday through breakfast on

Sunday. Blue Mountain Academy (BMA) students will share presentations that focus on a young person’s daily
relationship with Jesus—how to live for Jesus 365 days a year. The weekend will feature lots of outdoor activities
and a Saturday night show by BMA’s Aerial Aires gymnastic team. 

The cost is $20 per person, which includes meals and lodging. To register, or for more information, contact the
conference Youth Department at (610) 374-8331.—Kris Eckenroth

Pennsylvania Pen is published in the
Visitor by the Pennsylvania Conference 
720 Museum Road, Reading, PA 19611
Phone: (610) 374-8331, ext. 210
President, Ray Hartwell n Editor, Tamyra
Horst n www.paconference.org

While at the Manor Care Nursing Home,
members of the Pennsylvania Korean
church talk to and play games with 
the residents.

President Bill Miller (pictured) and Potomac
Conference officers will be holding a series of spe-

cial town hall meetings during the first quarter of 2008.
The focus of these meetings is to present and discuss
the conference’s future and details of the Growing

Healthy Churches Initiative. This initia-
tive will influence how Potomac
churches are to conduct ministry in
the days ahead. Members are urged
to participate in a meeting. Check the
dates, times, and locations listed for a
meeting near you:  

February 

16 Patterson Avenue Church, Richmond, Va., 6 p.m.

17 Norfolk (Va.) Church, 10 a.m.

Lynchburg (Va.) Church, 5 p.m.

23 Southern Asian Church, Silver Spring, Md., 6 p.m.

March

29 Potomac Conference Office, Staunton, Va., 6 p.m.

30 Wytheville (Va.) Church, 10 a.m.

Potomac Gears Up for Town Hall Meetings

Redeeming Grace Fellowship Experiences Miracle

For Dean Waterman (right), pastor of the Chesapeake
(Md.) district, location stood at the top of his priority

list as he shopped for Redeeming Grace Fellowship’s
(RGF) new home. For more than two years, the congre-
gation had been shunted from one facility to another in
the quest for stability. They needed a place to call home.
Pastor Waterman felt that to have credibility in the
community, RGF needed to be in a church building and
in a location that was easy to find within a well-trafficked
area. One location fit that bill: Chesapeake’s Greenbrier
Mall area. While Pastor Waterman started surveying 
the surrounding area of the mall, his eyes fell on a
Presbyterian church that looked just right. He kept driv-
ing by Greenbrier Presbyterian, looking and praying
until one day he decided that it was time to act. 

Waterman and Greenbrier’s pastor of five years, Frank
Webster, hit it off immediately. After some friendly conver-
sation, Waterman moved to the point: RGF needed a
new church home and would be interested in renting their

facility. Webster’s enthu-
siasm was surprising as
he replied, “I think we
can make this work. Let
me talk to my board of
elders, and I’ll get with
you soon.” In two weeks,
they spoke again by
phone. Getting right to
the point, Webster stat-

ed, “The elders and I have agreed to rent the church to
your congregation.” Before Pastor Waterman could
recover from the first wave of excitement, Webster asked
him if he was prepared to discuss the terms for the
rental? After confirming, Webster miraculously explained,
“We decided that we want to rent it to you for nothing—
no rent for three years.” 

At a later meeting, Webster shared with Pastor
Waterman an amazing grasp of the Adventist faith and
his profound respect for the people. He instructed
Waterman to turn around. On a shelf was the entire set
of Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary. Webster
said that he often used the books in sermon prepara-
tion. He spoke of the kindness of a Norfolk Adventist
church from years ago that opened its doors when his
congregation was in need. Webster felt he was simply
returning the favor. 

RGF is committed to fulfilling Christ’s mission. God
answered the commitment that RGF placed on disci-
pleship, and honored the church with answers to
prayer that no one ever expected.

Redeeming Grace Fellowship now miraculously worships rent-
free at this new location, a gift from the owning congregation.
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Radford Pathfinders Touch Lives Through Caroling
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Staunton Reaches Out With Holiday Parade Float

More than 25 Pathfinders, staff, and friends of the
Radford, Va., church recently visited a nearby

apartment complex to share carols with delighted resi-
dents. Though the night was cold and damp, the carol-
ers filled the hallways with warmth and cheer. In fact,
some residents braved the chill by standing in open
doorways to hear the music, sing along, and make
requests. With such a positive response, the story
could end with “fun was had by all,” but Pathfinder
director Corinne Rawlins shared a testimony about the
extended impact of that night: 

“We received a call from one of the senior citizens who
opened her door to us. She left a message saying that
she would accept our invitation to receive a food box for
Christmas. When I went by to deliver the box to her, as
always, I was short on time and thought I would just be
there for a minute. God had other plans for my time. 

“As I smiled and delivered the box to this lady, who
is housebound and on oxygen, I could tell that she
deeply appreciated the food. But more than that, she
told me how much she enjoyed our church’s visit and
that it meant so much to her and her sister, who lives
across the hall. She then mentioned that Robert, a deaf
child in our group, especially touched them because
they have a brother who is deaf.

“As I prepared to leave, she asked me to pray for
her. As I prayed with her, she cried out to Jesus. I was
so blessed to be in her home at that moment.” 

Rawlins then went across the hall and discovered
that the woman’s sister also needed a food box.
Luckily, she had another one in the car. After some nice
conversation, Rawlins got to pray with this woman as
well. “I continue to be blessed with opportunities to
see God’s hand whenever I’m in Radford on Pathfinder
business,” she says. “God wants us out there!”

The Staunton (Va.) church recently discovered a new
way to reach out to members of their community.

They created one of the 88 festive floats for the town’s
annual Christmas parade, artistically depicting the
theme “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” 

Pastor Rick Labate reported that their entry featured
five women—Brianna Wilson, Rhonda Wilson,
Jeannetta Bosely, Charlene Sheffer, and Deanna
Knoll—dressed as angels. These majestic beings stood
on tiered risers beautifully singing a capella. Behind
them was a winter scene, and above them a lighted
star. Accompanying the angels were shepherds—
Logan Bosely and Rick Labate—with staves in hand
and live sheep, which the pastor says were a big hit
with the crowd. The float design can be credited to
member Lisa Craig, assisted by Kelly Lum. Larry
Sheffer served as carpenter and driver.

But entertainment was not the only purpose of
their participation. Walking alongside the float in
whipping wind gusts were six members who distributed

600 What is a 
Seventh-day Adventist?
brochures, and a 
calendar of events
featuring Christmas
celebrations at their
church. Craig; Lum,
and her husband, 
Jeff; Liz Cross;
Thomas Knoll; and
Larry Marsh distrib-
uted the literature. 

“All of the members
involved showed up
with smiles and did an awesome job!” reported
Pastor Labate. “Since this was our first time partici-
pating, we greatly underestimated the number of
pieces of literature needed. The Staunton Christmas
parade is a very big deal for the city! We learned
something about our community,” he added.

Radford (Va.) Pathfinders and friends sing carols to, and warm
the hearts of, nearby apartment residents.

Staunton (Va.) church members
brave the cold to connect with
their community through a
Christmas parade float.
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Several months ago, I spoke to a group of approximately 40 Seventh-day Adventist middle school students. It was
a Friday evening vespers, and the students were relaxed and talkative. I had each one write down his or her top

five fears. While tallying them, we looked for any common threads. At least 25 percent of the students wrote that
they feared “not going to heaven.” I was thrilled to know that they were thinking about heaven, but sad to realize
how many are unsure about salvation. We spent the next few minutes talking about how clear the Bible is about it. 

As adults, I think we are so afraid of teaching “cheap grace” that we miss the opportunity to teach our children,
grandchildren, and students how confident they can be in the amazing gift of salvation. Our fear is understandable.
With so many churches preaching a “once saved, always saved” message, we have a tendency to
over-correct that error. As a result, our children are often missing out on the pure essence of the
gospel. Paul is so clear about this in Romans 5:1,2: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (NIV, emphasis added). 

With this reminder, I challenge you to ask a child if he or she is going to heaven. If the answer
is not confident, tell him or her this wonderful message. Watch the peace come over his or
her face as they realize the magnitude of Christ’s love and the assurance of salvation.

Having the Assurance of Salvation

Staff, Student Runners Cross Marathon Finish Line

Brian Kittleson
Principal

Twenty-six miles is a lot to run! Even so, several
Spencerville Adventist Academy (SAA) students and

faculty recently took on the challenge of participating in
the annual Marine Corps Marathon in Washington,
D.C./Virginia. Participants were seniors Melissa Breetzke,
Heidi Davenport, Rheba Correia, Stephen Thorp, and Jo
McNeill, along with teachers Carrie and Nathan Hess
and Greg Taylor, as well as parent Jim Davenport. Only
the Hesses had run in previous marathons. 

The group started their training during the summer
months, but when school started, it became harder to
fit in time for their long training runs of 12 and 18 miles.
However, each runner remained dedicated to the chal-
lenge. On race day, each one joined the starting line
except Thorp, who, due to an injury during training,
could only offer his support. Sometimes running small
sections with his schoolmates, Thorp encouraged them
from start to finish. 

The SAA participants crossed the finish line, experi-
encing both joy and pain. They were delighted to be fin-
ished, but the grueling four- to five-hour run produced
painful leg muscles. Will the students run in next year’s
marathon? Most said, “Never again!” As they forget
about the pain, we’ll have to see.—Barbara Correia
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Left to right: Jo McNeill, Melissa Breetzke, Rheba Correia, Carrie
Hess, Heidi Davenport, (back row) Nathan Hess, and Jim Davenport
show their delight at completing the 2007 Marine Corps Marathon.
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February
7–9 CUC Band Festival

18 No School

28 Kindergarten Open House, 7 p.m.

March
6 Academy Day

9 National Honor Society Induction

10–14 Week of Prayer

13 Pops Concert

16 SC Banquet

21 Spring Break Begins—
12:15 p.m. Dismissal 

31 School Resumes

UPCOMING EVENT
Don’t miss Spencerville Adventist Academy’s
annual Academy Day on Thursday, March 6, 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. This is your opportunity to:
n Check out the school
n Hear about the many opportunities 

SAA has to offer
n Meet the teachers
n Make some new friends

They will even treat you to lunch! RSVP by
March 3 to Heidi Wetmore at (301) 421-9101,
ext. 100, or hwetmore@spencerville.org. 

Spotlight is published in the Visitor by the 
Spencerville Adventist Academy n 15930 Good Hope Rd., 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 n Phone: (301) 421-9101 
www.spencervilleacademy.org n Principal, Brian Kittleson
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CA L E N DA R

NEWS
Spencerville Ringers Join Annual RingFest

The recent RingFest ’07 was a triumphant experi-
ence for students from 12 Adventist academies from
Virginia to Wisconsin, including the Spencerville
Ringers. Following two days of rehearsal, more than

170 ringers—
utilizing more
than 1,000
English hand-
bells—concluded
the fest with a
two-hour concert
at the Toledo
(Ohio) church,
where the event
is held. Bill and
Janelle Ashley,
Toledo church
members, coor-
dinate this annu-

al bell festival. As an added bonus this year, all bell
ringers contributed six pairs of socks for the home-
less.—Jane Lanning

School Dons Denim to Raise Funds for Cancer
Spencerville Adventist Academy students recently

joined many schools across the United States in con-
tributing to Lee Jeans’ Lee National Denim Day. For a
$5 donation to breast cancer research, students and
teachers get the privilege of wearing blue jeans as
part of their uniform for the day. The donations are
contributed by Lee Jeans to the Women’s Cancer
Programs of the Entertainment Industry Foundation.
The donations are being used “to benefit ground-
breaking early detection and treatment research and

community breast cancer education services nation-
wide.” SAA has participated in this fund-raiser for a
number of years. This year their contribution totaled
$794.25.—Becky Koeppen

Two Seniors Earn Commended Scholar Awards
Jo McNeill and Cassie Tetz, two members of the

Class of 2008, recently received Commended
Scholar awards from the PSAT National Merit
Scholarship Program. Recipients of this award are

recognized for
their exceptional
academic prom-
ise. Both stu-
dents were sur-
prised with
Letters of
Commendation
during a special
presentation 
at chapel.
Commended
students are
those who rank
in the top five

percent of the more than 1.4 million students who
take the PSAT National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test each year.—Heidi Wetmore

The Spencerville Ringers with director
Jane Lanning (far left) are dressed up 
and ready to perform for RingFest ’07. 

Principal Brian Kittleson presents seniors
Jo McNeill (center) and Cassie Tetz with
Letters of Commendation for their high
scores on the PSAT qualifying test.

New Students Expound on School’s Positive Impact 

Shenandoah Valley Academy (SVA) appears to be
the fastest growing Adventist academy in the North

American Division. No other academy has enrolled 110
new students this year, or even come close to that
number. And 45 percent of these new students were
enrolled in public schools last year. What a blessing!  

There are probably 110 reasons why this happened,
but faculty and staff believe that spirituality, academics,
and safety each played some part in these decisions.

With half of the school year completed, a few of the
new students were asked to comment on their experi-
ence at SVA so far, and here is what they said:  

“SVA has a very welcoming environment,” said
freshman Amanda Richards. “Everyone is accepted
and respected for who he or she is.” Senior Rachel
Wuerstlin agreed, adding, “Students went out of their
way to make me feel welcome. It reminded me of the
kindness Jesus shows.”  

“SVA has a great Christian environment with teach-
ers who care,” commented junior Manuel Castellon.
Senior Kristin Dickerhoff expounded on this thought,
saying, “SVA planted the seed of God within me.
Because of the school, I now know God and myself
better.” She added, “SVA is a place where knowledge
and God become one.”

“SVA has provided me with an opportunity to meet
new friends, have fun, and get closer to God,”

responded freshman Jonathan Blackburn. Junior
James Lewis really nailed it, saying, “SVA is great
because you don’t make friends here, you make fami-
ly.” He added, “It is more than a school; it has become
a home for students as well as God.”  

When it came to academics, the students were just
as complimentary. “The teachers here are understanding
and helpful,” reported junior Matt Frost. “Our campus is
beautiful and ever evolving. You can really feel God is
alive and working here.” Senior Danielle Parkinson
admitted, “At public school the teachers didn’t care
about you, but at SVA they take the time to get to know
you.” And senior Juliana McGraw added, “SVA is
preparing me for college by providing dual credit class-
es. Now I can save both money and time as well as be
extra prepared to jump ahead of the mainstream high
school graduates.”

Being impressed by SVA’s whole package, freshman
Emely Umana stated, “I love SVA because of all it has to
offer. I’m in handbells, varsity basketball, choir, and
piano, and I have so much fun in all of them!” She
added, “The teachers are great, the students are great,
the classes are great—just the whole school overall.”  

SVA is very blessed to have so many students
attending because they want to grow in their relation-
ship with Jesus. And now they are finding so much
more. If you know of a high school-aged student who
wants to grow spiritually, academically, socially, and
physically, tell them about SVA. And remember to tell
them that SVA did not turn any students away this year
because of finances. 

FEBRUARY 2008

Calendar
February

22-24 Bible Conference

24 Open House for Prospective Students

March

13–24 Spring Break, European Music Tour, 
Costa Rica Mission Trip

New SVA students include (back row, left to right) James Norris
(’09), Emily Myers (’10), Manuel Castellon (’09), (front row)
Sandra Onekhena (’09), and Abigail Ambrose (’09). 

Happenings is published in the Visitor by Shenandoah Valley
Academy n 234 West Lee Highway, New Market, VA 22844
Phone: (540) 740-3161 n Principal, Dale Twomley, PhD
Email: daletwomley@hotmail.com n www.youracademy.org
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An Afternoon Well Spent 
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Calendar

February
6 Heart Awareness Assembly

7-9 Band Festival at CUC

10 Valentine’s Banquet

18 School Closed—President’s Day Holiday

19 Parent/Teacher Conferences

20 Black History Assembly

23 Academy Icon Program

25-29 Student Week of Prayer

28 NHS Induction Ceremony

March
1 Youth Rally

Here at Takoma Academy (TA), the National Honor
Society (NHS) strives to do what is pleasing to God

by serving others. Leadership, scholarship, character,
and service are the
basis of NHS. In
keeping with our
goal, NHS members
recently divided into
two groups and vis-
ited two assisted liv-
ing centers. We were
welcomed into both
facilities with
extreme gratitude.

One NHS group
solved a crossword
puzzle and played 
a trivia game with
facility residents.
Another NHS group
divided into small
groups and person-
ally conversed with
the residents.

The older folks amazed the TA students with their
profound intelligence, charisma, and outgoing person-
alities. “It felt good to listen to their wise advice and
hear their opinions on what goes on in the world,” said

senior Matthew Johnson, NHS treasurer. Junior Jalisa
Cox, NHS secretary, added, “I think it was a rewarding
experience, not only for the patients, but for us too.” 

“It amazes me that, despite their health problems
and their age, they are still faithful in God,” commented
junior Erica Singh, NHS pastor. “It makes me realize
that I always need to hold on to God, through every
high and every low in my life.”

It is truly better to give than to receive. We
remember this proverb when we shop for gifts during
the Christmas season, yet fail to
realize that maybe spending time
with someone is the best gift we
can give. Unfortunately, we over-
look the gifts that money cannot
buy. After an afternoon well spent
with the senior citizens, NHS
members can testify that it
does not hurt to care more,
laugh more, and love more.

TA Today is published in the Visitor by Takoma Academy n 8120
Carroll Ave., Takoma Park, MD 20912 n Phone: (301) 434-4700
Principal, C. Dunbar Henri n www.ta.edu

NHS members (left to right) Olivia Thomas (’08), Felicia Malin
(’08), Kahryl Bennett (’08), Melanie Schimpf (’08), Matthew
Johnson (’08), and Arielle Medina (’09) spend time with resi-
dents at a nearby assisted living center. 

National Honor Society member
Melanie Schimpf (’08) shares a fun
moment with a nursing home resident.

Olivia Thomas (’08)
National Honor 

Society President
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EMPLOYMENT WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY
seeks qualified applicants for 
faculty positions in the following
departments and schools: chemistry,
communications, engineering, library,
mathematics, social work, technolo-
gy. For more information, please visit
www.wallawalla.edu/resources/
employment/faculty-employment/. All
positions will remain open until filled.
To apply, follow the application
instructions listed with each position.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY
seeks an instructor for a full-time 
position in the School of Journalism &
Communication. Anticipated courses
include audio/video production, pho-
tography, new media, and speech.
Candidates should have demonstrat-
ed success in college teaching, and/
or professional work experience, with
a strong commitment to Seventh-day
Adventist education. A master's
degree in the field is required, and a
doctorate is preferred. Send CV to 
Dr. Greg Rumsey, rumsey@southern.
edu, School of Journalism &
Communication, P.O. Box 370,
Collegedale, TN  37315.

NEEDED: CAMPGROUND
CARETAKER/MANAGER
for 6-10 weeks, summer 2008.
Beautiful and quiet location near
Garrett County, Maryland. This posi-
tion would work very well for a retired
couple who still want to be active
and work part time, or for anyone
who enjoys the outdoors. Please call
(301) 689-2769 or (240) 540-6848. 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT:
Neil Nedley, MD, is seeking a 
physician assistant with interests 
in Gastroenterology and Internal
Medicine. Call Dr. Nedley to 
discuss the salary and benefit 
package of working with a health-
minded, energetic team. Toll-free
(888) 778-4445 or (580) 223-5980.

REMNANT PUBLICATIONS
has full-time positions open for 
a general manager, sales profes-
sionals, a webmaster, a video 
engineer, a script writer for a televi-
sion series, and an experienced
pressman. Submit resumes to 
jobs@remnantpublications.com 
or mail to: Remnant Publications, 
649 East Chicago Rd., Coldwater,
MI 49036, Attn: HR Department.

MISCELLANEOUS

PHONECARDLAND.COM 
10% DISCOUNT. 
Home of the pinless/rechargeable
True Minutes phonecard. True
Minutes long distance service is
1.9 cents/minute including UK 
and Canada. No tax, no fee, 
no expiration. Visit 
www.phonecardland.com and
choose the best plan for all your
phone calls around the world.
User-friendly/secure. Email
sales@phonecardland.com. 
Call (863) 216-0160.

FOR THE FIRST TIME— 
IN BOOK FORM—
The 30-Day Diabetes Miracle
guides diabetes sufferers through
a three-part program of lifestyle
medicine that addresses and 
corrects lifestyle behaviors at the
source of this disease. It’s a real-
world solution that offers patients
benefits often described as noth-
ing short of “miraculous.” The 30-
Day Diabetes Miracle is currently
available at your local ABC or
favorite online bookstore.

CROSSROADS ADVENTIST
SCHOOL
is a Christian elementary Pre-K 
to 8th-grade school in Ellicott
City, Md., providing quality educa-
tion. We promote character build-
ing through a biblically centered 
curriculum, competence through
academic excellence, and 
creativity through various venues
of artistic expression. Join us!
Karohn Young, principal; contact:
(866) 715-7752;
CASPrincipal@yahoo.com.

GOOD VITAMINS ONLINE:
Quality vitamins and herbs help 
to keep you healthy. We use
these for our patients. You can
buy them direct online at
VitaminsAndGoodHealth.com.
Many vegetarian formulas. Your
satisfaction guaranteed. See the
Doctor’s Top 12 List online. 
Email your questions to:
DrCRolland@hotmail.com or 
call (814) 734-5000.

EVANGELISM 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY:
Spread the message of God's 
love via the World Wide Web. Join
churches from around the globe.
Experience PondTV Media, video-
on-demand, and podcasting. Try
our video/audio streaming services
for free. 30-day free trial. For 
more information, contact
urick@churchpond.com or visit
www.churchpond.com/service.

INTERESTED IN MAKING
MAPLE SYRUP?
Looking for persons who would like
to get together and make maple
syrup in March, then split the syrup
we make. This is a great springtime
activity for both the young and old.
Call (240) 580-6848.

CONFUSED BY ALL THE
TALK ON DIET? 
Attend the two conferences on
Vegetarian Nutrition March 4-8, at
Loma Linda University in
California. For more information
on speakers, topics, and motels,
contact Stoy Proctor at 
(301) 680-6718, or email 
sanchezl@gc.adventist.org.

JEWISH OUTREACH BOOKS:
Jewish Heritage (22 Bible studies,
29 testimonies, 25 Jewish topics
such as the Ultimate Passover,
prayer shawls, mezuzahs, etc., all
in one 368-page book), Reaching
and Winning Your Jewish Friends,
Steps to Shalom (Steps to Christ
for Jewish people). Available at
www.Adventsource.org; 
(800) 328-0525.

REAL ESTATE

SABBATICAL SUITES:
Completely furnished turn-key 
apartment in a quiet New England
home on a peaceful farm, at the
edge of woods, near the ocean.
Peaceful solitude for time to 
commune with God, nature, and
your own soul. Available for a 
few days—to a few months. Call 
(207) 729-3115 for a brochure
and rates.

FREE MISSION 
AVIATION STORIES!! 

Contact:
Adventist World Aviation 

for a free 
quarterly newsletter. 

Write: 
Adventist World Aviation

Box 251
Berrien Springs, MI 49103

Email:
info@flyawa.org 

Register online:
www.flyawa.org

DENTAL
PROFESSIONAL

NEEDED

Exceptional opportunity 
for a quality applicant 

to join our large, 
fee-for-service dental practice

in Frederick, Md.

Applicant must be 
competent and productive

in all aspects of 
comprehensive dental care.

Six-figure starting salary 
with 401K and pension

and profit sharing. 
Excellent opportunity
for higher income and 

equity position as 
potential future partner.

For more information 
contact:

Dr. Peter J. Trepper
Kershner & Trepper Dental

Associates

(301) 667-8600
www.KTDental.com 

Resumes may be faxed to:

(301) 371-9533

Advertising Guidelines and Rates
The Columbia Union Visitor accepts classified advertising as a service to its
members. Announcements for Adventist church-sponsored events, legal
notices, and obituaries will be printed without charge on a space-available
basis. The Columbia Union Visitor editors reserve the right to refuse or dis-
continue advertisements at any time and may edit classified ads to comply
with editorial policies. The Visitor also does not guarantee the integrity of
any product or service advertised.

First-time advertisers who are members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church must submit a letter of recommendation from their pastor or 
conference leadership. First-time advertisers who are not members of
the Adventist church must submit letters of recommendation from busi-
ness members of their community or credit bureaus.

Payment must accompany all advertisement(s). We do not bill for 
classified or display advertising and tear sheets are not provided unless
prior arrangements are made. Checks and money orders are accepted.
Make checks payable to Columbia Union Visitor and mail together with
classified advertisement and recommendations (if applicable) to Sandra
Jones, Columbia Union Visitor, 5427 Twin Knolls Rd., Columbia, MD
21045, and display advertising to Beth Michaels at the same address.

Rates for classified advertising are calculated on a per insertion basis 
in our 12 issues. Minimum charge is $45 for 50 words or less for ads 
originating within the Columbia Union Conference, and $50 for all others.
Additional words: 60 cents each. A 15 percent discount is given for 12
insertions, a 10 percent discount for six insertions, and a 5 percent 
discount for three insertions. A column ad (classified ad in a box) is $110
inside the union and $125 outside the union, with a maximum word count
of 75. Ads must be placed a minimum of four weeks before the issue
date, which is the first of every month.

Word count is based upon the spaces between words in normal usage.

Display Advertising: For rates and information, go to 
www.columbiaunion.org (Click on Services, Communication, and then
Visitor Advertising), or call toll-free (888) 4-VISITOR (local, 410-997-3414
or 301-596-0800) and ask for Beth Michaels at ext. 574.
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LAND FOR SALE NEAR
SUMMERSVILLE LAKE
and Summersville, W.Va.:
46 acres—wooded and open—
with nice views. Near an Adventist
school and hospital. Contact Gary
Mattingly at (304) 438-6084 or
(304) 438-8253. $95,000.

WWW.CHRISTIANHOME
FINDERS.COM
(formerly Adventist-Realtor.com) 
is a nationwide real estate 
referral service, assisting church
members and employees in the
process of buying or selling
homes. We have a network of
nearly 300 Seventh-day Adventist
realtors—ready to serve you. Call
Linda Dayen at (888) 582-2888, 
or go to www.ChristianHome
Finders.com. More realtors are 
welcome!

FOR SALE: DEEP CREEK
WATERFRONT CHALET.
Completely furnished, 3-level home
with central AC/heat. Two decks,
full kitchen, DR, LR, 5BR, 3BA,
sleeps 12. Family room with wet
bar and pool table; adjoining hot
tub on deck under roof. Two gas
fireplaces. Big sandbox near lake;
boat dock. Plenty of trees, wild
flowers, chipmunks, birds (no
bears)! Paved parking. Year-round
access to eateries, state parks,
summer and winter entertainment.
Only 3-5 miles to Wal-Mart
Supercenter and Adventist church.
Use this chalet all season for per-
sonal enjoyment, investment, or
rental. Call Don (301) 922-5757, 
or Tim, at Railey Realty, 
(301) 501-6252.

FANTASTIC COUNTRY 
HIDEAWAY IN THE 
WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS.
Nothing comes close to being as
nice as this 128-acre, private
retreat in Summers County. Two
brand new cabins overlooking a
stocked pond, wonderful walking
trails, waterfalls, and mountain
views. Additional home sites
cleared and ready for building.
Great road frontage, large timber,
underground utilities, springs, and
much more. Adventist group
meets nearby. Asking $650,000.
Call (301) 992-7472 for your DVD
tour of the property.

HOUSE FOR SALE NEAR SAU:
Beautifully maintained home in
quiet, new subdivision, minutes
from Southern Adventist University,
Collegedale, Tenn. Open plan, high 
ceilings; 4BR, bonus room, 3.5BA; 
finished daylight basement. Total
3,100 sq.ft. Double garage, level
driveway. Sloped yard, fully land-
scaped. Price: $248,000. Visual
tour at http://www.visualtour.com/
shownp.asp?prt=62&t=1330806
<https://webmail.southern.edu/
exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http:
//www.visualtour.com/shownp.
asp?prt=62%26t=1330806. 
Contact Neville Webster, 
(423) 653-5768.

MOVING TO COLLEGEDALE/
CHATTANOOGA/OOLTEWAH?
An Adventist realtor with over 
17 years of experience will be
delighted to assist you in this
major real estate investment. 
This area has a lot to offer. For 
a free consultation, call Sam
Nkana at (423) 503-5286; 
email: asnkana@comcast.net.

SERVICES

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
PODIATRIST:
Dr. Scott Nutter—highly trained,
experienced, and board certified—
is available in several locations to
help your foot/ankle problems,
including arthritis, heel pain, spurs,
diabetes, callouses, ingrown nails,
sprains, fractures, warts, bunions,
etc. Surgery, if it is needed, at
Adventist hospitals. Laurel-(301)
317-6800; Greenbelt-(301) 345-
5200; or Columbia-(410) 531-6350.

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
DENTIST:
David Lee, DDS, PA, has a 
comprehensive dental office in Silver
Spring and Ellicott City, Md. He is
excellent with children and adults,
and is highly trained in cosmetic
dentistry and implants. For appoint-
ments call: Silver Spring-(301) 649-
5001; Ellicott City-(410) 461-6655.
Mention this ad and receive 10%
discount on all services (excludes
third-party payers). Our office is a
participating provider with Adventist
Risk Management.

WWW.CHRISTIANSINGLES
DATING.COM
Free 14-day trial! Join thousands
and thousands of active Adventist
singles online. Free chat, search,
detailed profiles, and match notifi-
cations! Date chat, two-way com-
patibility match, 10 photos, and
confidential online mail. Witnessing
opportunities to the world through
articles, friendships, chat, and
forums. Since 1993. Adventist
owners. Thousands of successful 
matches. Top ranked.

MOVING?
Special Adventist rates and 
guarantees! Air Van NorthAmerican is
a nationwide mover. Whether you're
moving a few items or a truckload,
don't move before calling Air Van. It
will assure peace of mind and a
cost-effective move. Please call
(800) 525-1177 to speak with 
a representative.

ELTERNHAUS:
Adventist care for Adventist sen-
iors. What is most important to
you? RN and medical supervision
24/7? Adventist church and TV
channels? Country living with
kindly Christian care? Vegetarian
meals? Relief from housekeeping,
cooking, and snow shoveling?
Exercise and activities? Let us 
tailor a care plan that fulfills your
needs and wants. Call Diane at
(410) 707-7071.

MOVE WITH AN AWARD- 
WINNING AGENCY.
Apex Moving & Storage partners
with the General Conference 
to provide quality moves at a 
discounted rate. Call us for your
relocation needs. Adventist 
beliefs uncompromised. Call 
Marcy Danté at (800) 766-1902 
for a free estimate. Visit us at 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.

FOOT AND ANKLE 
MEDICAL OFFICE: 
Premier Podiatric Services is eager
to help you get "back on your
feet." Dr. Rhonda Nelson, an
Adventist podiatrist, seeks to pro-
vide you with exceptional podiatric
care while relieving your foot and
ankle discomfort. Flexible office
hours are available. Office location:
Largo, Md. (301) 773-1199.

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?
Before you rent a U-Haul and 
do it yourself, check our price 
and save yourself the hassle. Plan
ahead now and reserve a time slot.
Fast, direct, and economical.
Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard
Furniture, 6681 U.S. 31, Berrien
Springs, MI; phone: (269) 471-7366
evenings from 8-11 p.m., EST.

SINGLE AND OVER 40?
The only interracial group 
exclusively for all singles over 40.
Stay home and meet new friends 
in the United States, with a pen pal
monthly newsletter of members
and album. For information, send a
large, self-addressed, stamped
envelope to ASO40 or Ebony
Choice ASO40, 2747 Nonpareil,
Sutherlin, OR 97479.

THE CARRENO 
CONNECTION

Real Estate Team

Thinking of Buying, 
Selling, or Investing?

Making an informed 
decision begins with 

education.

Come to our free, 
one-hour sessions 

on various topics, such as 
“Prepare Your Home 

to Sell,” 
“The Best Time to Buy,”

“Investing in Real Estate,”
and more.

Call us or 
visit our website

for this month’s topic, 
date, and location. 
(Space is limited.) 

Enjoy the benefits 
of learning from

our award-winning team.

Mel & Lisa Carreno
Keller Williams Realty

(240) 485-0232

SOLD@CarrenoTeam.com

www.CarrenoTeam.com

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(800) 586 4669
phyllisnewman@realtor.com

www.MDsmartbuy.com

www.homesdatabase.com/
realestate

Website allows you to search
MD MLS database by price,
zip code, and have new list-

ings emailed to you.

Serving Maryland

Ask about our buy/sell 
program: Special pricing 

when you both buy and sell
from Phyllis.

Recipient of 
Re/max Hall of Fame and 

Re/max Platinum Sales awards 

Re/max Realty Centre, Inc.
(301) 774-5900

Selling Maryland homes 
since 1987.

DOLLY RECORD
ASSOCIATE BROKER

WITH
LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE, INC.

Over 16 years of excellence,
honesty, and integrity in the 

real estate market.

Dolly Record—exceeding
your expectations. 

Call for all your 
real estate needs.

(301) 384-8700 (office)
(443) 745-4017 (cell)

email: 
dolly.record@lnf.com

Successful Computer Dating
Exclusively for Adventists 

Since 1974

ADVENTIST CONTACT
P. O. Box 5419

Takoma Park, MD 20913
(301) 589-4440

TRAVEL/VACATION

CAPE COD VACATION: 
An Adventist family will rent 
weekly, biweekly, etc., their lovely,
fairly new, spacious, and semi-
contemporary vacation home on
beautiful Cape Cod, Mass. 3BR,
1.5BA, Jacuzzi tub, washer/dryer,
cable TV, dishwasher, microwave,
and a great room with a cathedral
beam ceiling and skylights, an out-
door shower, a huge deck, and
fenced-in backyard with a small
swing set and a sandbox, on .5
acre—just 900 ft. from a great
beach. Call (301) 596-9311.

RVS!
Adventist-owned and -operated 
RV dealership has been helping
Adventists for over 30 years. Huge
inventory. Courtesy airport pickup
and on-site hookups. Satisfied
Adventist customer list available.
Call toll-free (888) 933-9300. Lee's
RV City, Oklahoma City. Visit our
website at www.leesrv.com or
email: LeesRVs@aol.com.

2008 GREAT 
CONTROVERSY TOUR,
July 10–24, with Dr. Gerard
Damsteegt, of Andrews
University. See prophecies of
Daniel and Revelation come alive!
Visit Rome, Italy, and Reformation
sites in the Waldensian Valleys,
Switzerland, Germany, and
France. A most exciting experi-
ence! Call or fax (269) 471-5172,
email: gctours@mac.com.

FLORIDA LIVING: 
WHERE THE LIVING IS EASY!
Senior community near Disney/
Daytona Beach. Apts./rooms for
lease. 13.5 acres of flowers and
trees. Transportation/housekeeping
available. Church/pool/shopping/
activities. 3ABN, Hope TV.
Vacationers—Short-term furnished
rentals: $30, $45, $75/night.
Snowbirds—2BR/2BA for 2,
$300/wk. For 3 or more, $400/wk.  
(800) 729-8017; local (407) 862-
2646, ext. 24; Website 
www.floridalivingretirement.com; 
email: JackieFLRC@aol.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WOMEN’S RETREAT AT SEA,
August 3-10. Deluxe Alaska cruise-
with-a-purpose! Inspirational semi-
nars and music. Mission outreach
at three ports of call. Sponsored by
NW Adventist Women’s Ministry.
Visit: www.npuc.org; click on
Women’s Retreat at Sea, or call
(800) 869-6903, ext. 202.

LIBRARIES 360: 
THE WHOLE PICTURE,
the Association of Seventh-day
Adventist Libraries 2008 Conference,
will be held June 22-28 at Loma
Linda University, Loma Linda, Calif.
Librarians of all specialties are invited
to attend. For registration information,
visit www.asdal.org or contact
Carlene Drake, cdrake@llu.edu or
(909) 558.4581.

CRUISE WITH THE AEOLIANS
with Alma Blackmon to Cozumel,
Mexico, June 19. See our website
at www.aeolianalumni.org or 
contact Tanja Spohn at
Tanja@ClassicWorldTravel.com 
or call her at (800) 777-9529
Eastern Time. Prices are subject 
to change.

BRAZIL MISSION TRIP:
September 18-29. Volunteer
in construction work, outreach 
ministries, health programs, and
community projects. Skilled and
nonskilled people wanted. Tour
local villages and visit beautiful
beaches. Promoted by
Chesapeake Conference
Adventist Single Adult Ministry.
Apply online at 
www.asamchesapeake.com 
and click on Ministry. Contact
Dirci (240) 315-2112; email
dirci@missionserv.org.

TOP OFF YOUR LOVE 
WEEKEND!
Come enrich your marriage by
attending a powerfully packed 
one-day seminar entitled: The
S.A.F.E. (Sexually Satisfying And
Fulfilling Effective) Christian
Marriage, sponsored by Miracle
Temple's Family Life Ministry,
Sunday, February 17, from 
8 a.m.- 3 p.m., at the Towson 
Marriott. The day includes conti-
nental breakfast and lunch, along
with seminar materials. For more
information, check 
www.miracletemple.net, email
DrKenMRogers@aol.com or call
410.480.1971. Don't miss this
informative workshop, along with
fun and exciting social activities!

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
ACADEMY CELEBRATES
100 YEARS.
Join us in celebrating 100 years 
of history—April 18-20. Centennial
Celebration events include a golf
tournament, George Akers as the
Friday vespers speaker, Karl
Haffner speaking for the worship
service, an Alumni Choir Reunion
Concert (Waldemar Wensell, 
directing), a Christian Music
Festival (featuring various groups),
Mike Mesnard presenting a chil-
dren’s concert, alumni basketball, 
a benefit brunch on Sunday, and 
an alumni soccer game. For 
more information, call SVA at 
(540) 740-2202 or go to
www.shenandoahvalleyacademy.
org.

CALLING ALL ADULT SINGLES
for a Valentine Meal and Social,
February 9, from 7-10 p.m., at the
Chesapeake Conference office,
6600 Martin Road, Columbia, MD
21044-9988. Please bring a
favorite dish of food for the potluck
meal. For more information visit,
http://www.asamchesapeake.com
or contact Fred, Fmthomas1950@
yahoo.com, tel. 410-992-9731.

OBITUARIES

BLEVINS, Betty,
born September 7, 1929, in
Roanoke, Va., to Roy Owen and
Fannie Suitt Crowe; died October
17, 2007, in Mouth of Wilson, Va.
Betty was a member of the Galax,
Va., church. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Greek
Blevins; her father; and her broth-
er, Bud Crowe. Survivors include:
her mother, Fannie M. Hutton of
Marion, Va.; two nieces, Melisa
(Tony) Shinault of Hillsville, Va.,
and Susan (Roger) Banks of
Creston, N.C.; one nephew, 
Greg (Sandy) Crowe of Greenville,
Tenn.; a brother-in-law, Virgil
Elliott of Mouth of Wilson; a 
special aunt, Cleta Paisley of
Mouth of Wilson; and three great-
nephews, Justin, Crowe, Dakota
Crowe, and Dane Shinault.

MOTHENA, Jeanne,
born March 25, 1924, in Galax,
Va., to the late Thomas B. and
Gertrude Caldwell Apperson; 
died September 8, 2007, in
Walkertown, N.C. Jeanne was a
member of the Galax church, 
and was very active in Women’s
Ministries and the Community
Services Center. She is survived
by her husband, Kenneth David
Mothena; four daughters, Cherri
Olson of Kernersville, N.C., Pattie
Clark of Williamsburg, Va., Dawne
Pate of Tucson, Ariz., and Dina

SUNSET CALENDAR

Feb 15 Feb 22 Feb 29 Mar 7 Mar 14

Baltimore 5:43 5:51 5:58 6:06 7:13

Cincinnati 6:15 6:22 6:30 6:37 7:45

Cleveland 6:00 6:08 6:17 6:25 7:33

Columbus 6:07 6:15 6:23 6:31 7:38

Jersey City 5:31 5:39 5:47 5:55 7:02

Norfolk 5:45 5:52 5:59 6:06 7:12

Parkersburg 6:03 6:10 6:18 6:25 7:33

Philadelphia 5:36 5:44 5:52 6:00 7:07

Pittsburgh 5:55 6:03 6:11 6:19 7:26

Reading 5:39 5:47 5:55 6:02 7:10

Richmond 5:49 5:56 6:03 6:10 7:17

Roanoke 5:59 6:06 6:13 6:20 7:27

Toledo 6:07 6:16 6:24 6:32 7:40

Trenton 5:34 5:42 5:50 5:58 7:05

Wash., D.C. 5:45 5:53 6:00 6:08 7:15
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Last Words
JEAN WARDEN

Bulletin Board

Celebrating the Returns on 
our Investment 

Columbia Union College (CUC) is a
learning community committed to 
the Seventh-day Adventist Christian

vision of excellence and service. This cosmo-
politan institution challenges students to seize
the opportunities for learning in the nation’s
capital, in order to become moral leaders in
communities throughout the world.”  

As I reflect on that mission statement, I can honestly say that
the investment we’ve made in educating and preparing our stu-
dents is returning great dividends of pride. CUC graduates are
fulfilling the intent and goal of our mission statement and having
great impact throughout the world. While we often tout our most
famous alumni, recent graduates are also making their mark:
Rachel Roy graduated in 1996 with a degree in Broadcast Media.
Today she is an outstanding fashion designer in New York City
with her own couture line. She’s been featured in numerous maga-
zines and on the The Oprah Winfrey Show. Ebony Clark, from Ohio,
is a 1997 graduate in Counseling Psychology. She completed a
Master of Science in Human Resource Management from the
University of Maryland, and presently serves as director of Human
Resources for the National Quality Forum, headquartered in
Washington, D.C. Michelle Bernard, from Pennsylvania, is a 2004
graduate in Communication (Public Relations) and Business
Administration. Before heading to Korea to fulfill her dream of mis-
sion service, she served as assistant director of communication for
the Associated General Contractors of America. Andrew Clark,
from Delaware, is a 2004 graduate who majored in Religion (Lay
Ministry). Today the Pennsylvania Conference employs him as a
pastor and director of the Greater Pittsburgh Metropolitan
Initiative. Cheryl Cathlin, from Virginia, is a 2005 graduate who
majored in Political Studies (Pre-Law). She’s attending law school at
Virginia’s George Mason University. Gianluca Bruno came from
Italy to study theology in our Metropolitan Ministry program. After
graduating in 2004, he was hired by the Ohio Conference to pastor
in a suburb of Cincinnati, where he runs a unique outreach ministry
in the form of a community bookstore and gathering place.

Time and space will not allow a fair listing, but please know
that we are proud of you all. Indeed, your college is training and
graduating men and women of distinction who are impacting the
world. But we can’t do it alone. Just as Nehemiah and his part-
ners worked against all odds to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,
we need to work together to ensure that CUC continues living up
to our mission and becomes all that God truly intends it to be. 

Jean Warden is CUC’s vice president for Student Life and Retention.
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Twigg of Sugar Grove, N.C.; 
two sons, Robert B. Page of
Winston Salem, N.C., and D.J.
Mothena of Walkertown; 16
grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; one sister, Nancy Byrd
of Greensboro, N.C.; and two
brothers, Robert Apperson of
Greensboro, and Thomas B.
Apperson of Lake Oswego, Ore.

SPURGEON, Edith B.,
born July 14, 1919, in Mt.
Vernon, Ohio; died October 
17, 2007, in Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 
She was a member of the
Fredericktown (Ohio) church. 
She is survived by her sons, 
Tom Frye and David Frye. Edith
was preceded in death by her
husband, Ivan George
Spurgeon. 

SPURGEON, Ivan George,
born October 19, 1934, in Deer
Lodge, Tenn.; died September
6, 2007, in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.
His wife, Ivan was a member of
the Fredericktown (Ohio) church. 
He is survived by his son Dennis
Spurgeon, and a brother, Harold
(Susan) Spurgeon. His wife,
Edith, died just a few weeks
after his death. 

WEST, Robert Lee,
born September 9, 1938, in
Rochelle, Ga.; died �October 22,
2007, in Hagerstown, Md. He
was a member of the
Hagerstown church. He is 

survived by his stepdaughter,
Anna Marie Johnson; stepsons,
Raymond and Charlie Johnson 
and Gregory Sterner; eight 
stepgrandchildren; and four 
stepgreat-grandchildren.

VAUGHAN, Anna May,
born October 17, 1922, in
Hooper’s Creek, N.C., to Fred 
and L’Marie (Willis) Vaughan; 
died November 2, 2007, in
Midwest City, Okla. She was a
member of the Summit Ridge
church in Harrah, Okla. Anna May
was a professor of nursing and
loved teaching. She served as a 
missionary in Africa for 18 years
and Hong Kong for two years. 
She was founder and first dean 
of Kettering College of Medical
Arts in Dayton, Ohio, where they
recently named the new nursing
center after her. Anna May
enjoyed camping, the outdoors,
and nature; loved animals and
studying and teaching the Bible.
She was preceded in death by
her parents and her sister, Olive
N. Blumenshein. Survivors

include: a brother, Edmond A.
Hinke of Port Angeles, Wash.;
close friends Kevin Butler and
Charlene Van Vliet, and a host of
other friends all over the world.

WINGATE, Jessie,
born February 28, 1917, in
Lamar Colo., to Jessie and
Mabel Smith Holland; died
October 15, 2006, in Galax,
Ohio. She was a member of the
Galax church and known to
everyone as “grandma Jessie.”
She loved her church family,
especially the children. Jessie
helped many children 
financially over the years with
tuition for both church school 
and academy. Survivors include 
a son and daughter-in-law,
Thomas E. and Marilyn Smith of
Seattle, Wash.; a brother and 
sister-in-law, Mark and Valerie
Holland of Squim, Wash.; three
grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Vilas
Wingate.

OBITUARY SUBMISSION

For information on placing an obituary in the Visitor, 
please call Sandra Jones at (888) 4-VISITOR

or email sjones@columbiaunion.net. 
Obituaries are placed in the order they are received, 

on a space-available basis.
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