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8 | A Promise to God
Sylvia Garcia

She may have a shy smile and be soft-spoken, but when it comes to
witnessing, Teresa Ramirez is anything but timid. She runs 18 small
groups and, out of a promise to God, is doing everything she can to
reach people in Alexandria, Va., for Christ. Discover how she became
a Seventh-day Adventist, and learn about her inspiring ministry. 

10 | 19 Members Share Their 
Journey to Christ
Everybody has a testimony of how
they came to know Christ or joined
the Adventist Church. One man read
his way to Adventism, another studied
with a rabbi, and yet another
responded to a brochure he received
in the mail. And then there’s the
woman whose child led her to Christ,
the one whose home health aide
brought her in, and the one whose
friendship turned heavenly. Read their
stories, and then do what you can to
bring someone to Christ this year! 

10 Things to Try in 2010

Can you believe we are already 10 years into the new millennium? Each year
that passes reminds me of how very quickly time goes by and how short life
really is. A well known, country music recording artist sings a song called

“Don’t Blink” that does a good job at expressing the speed of time in our lives. It basi-
cally says that time goes by so fast that we blink and our babies are in kindergarten,
we blink and they are teenagers, we blink and we’re giving them away in marriage, we
blink and they’re all grown up!

Scripture also describes the brevity of life, stating that we humans are like grass. It grows, flourishes, with-
ers, dies, and the wind comes and blows the remnants of it away (see Isa. 40:6-8).

THE BUCKET LIST
I have heard that one way to deal with the fleetingness of time is to create a “bucket list”—things you

dream of doing, if Christ should tarry and time should last. 
With this idea in mind, I created a bucket list of things I propose we do this year. I believe these things

would make our families, our churches, and each of us better. I would challenge you to try my list and see if
it doesn’t make a positive difference in your life, and in the lives of those around you:

q    1. Spend at least half an hour each day for seven days reading and meditating on the Gospel
of John. Then share your impressions with at least one person. 

q    2. Write your parents a minimum 300-word letter expressing your appreciation and 
love for them.

q    3. Bake some cookies and take them to a neighbor you don’t know.

q    4. Invite a friend or co-worker to a program at your church or school.

q    5. Send a card to your pastor, and tell him or her that you have been 
praying for them.

q    6. Spend a Sabbath afternoon walking hand-in-hand with your 
spouse, reflecting upon the love you have for one another.

q    7. Attend a school program and affirm a teacher for his or her
sacrifice and commitment to our students.   

q    8. On the one-year anniversary of a loved one’s passing, 
reach out to his or her family and tell them you are
thinking of and praying for them.

q    9. Phone your children for no other reason except to 
tell them how much you love them.

q    10. Make a sacrificial gift to either participate in a mission trip or send someone.

The wisest man who ever lived said there is a time for everything (see Eccl. 3:1). Why not make this the
year when you took the time to connect with God, family, church, and community? And don’t be surprised if
I see you someplace this year and ask: “How are you doing with your ‘10 in 10’ challenge?”

Dave Weigley (dweigley@columbiaunion.net), president of the Columbia Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, is already working on his 2010 bucket list. 

Editorial
dave weigley

Get news and interesting tidbits
about your church family by following
us at twitter.com/VisitorNews.

About the Cover: 
Teresa Ramirez was 
photographed at her
Alexandria, Va., home by
Drew Anthony Smith.
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NewslineNewsline
celeste ryan blyden

General Conference
Ministerial Secretary
Dies

James A. Cress, DMin, Minis-
terial Association secretary for
the worldwide Adventist Church
and a member of Potomac 
Conference’s Sligo church in
Takoma Park, Md., died on
Thanksgiving night. 

According to a family state-
ment, Cress fell victim to “com-
plications arising from a rare
pathogen believed to have been
contracted in the course of his
travels. Despite the very best
medical care and a valiant struggle
… he succumbed rapidly.”

Cress always considered him-
self a “pastor on loan” to the world

church
where he
trained,
encouraged,
and men-
tored pas-
tors, elders,

deacons, and deaconesses. 
He was the author of several

books, and hundreds of articles
for Ministry magazine, of which
he was the publisher. Before
joining the world headquarters
team, Cress served as a pastor,
an evangelist in the Lake Union
Conference, and Ministerial sec-
retary in the Mid-America
Union Conference.

“We have lost a colleague and a
friend whose commitment to the
Lord and to the church was total,”
said Gerald Karst, a general vice
president of the world church.

Cress is survived by his wife,
Sharon, associate secretary of
the Ministerial Association, 
and his brother, John C. Cress, 
a pastor in College Place,
Wash.—Mark A. Kellner

Chesapeake 
Secretary Retires

Charles J. Griffin, Chesapeake
Conference executive secretary
and trust officer, retires this month
after more than 48 years of distin-
guished service to the Seventh-day

Adventist
Church. At
the confer-
ence Execu-
tive Commit-
tee’s request,
however, he

will continue to serve as Confer-
ence Association secretary on a
part-time basis. The association is
the conference’s corporate entity
that deals with property manage-
ment, building projects, and other
critical business issues.

“Elder Griffin leaves an indeli-
ble mark on the work here in
Chesapeake,” said Rob Vande-
man, conference president. “It has
been an honor to work with him.”

The conference Executive
Committee met last month 
and hopes to have a new secre-
tary in place soon. Read more
about Griffin’s ministry in
Chesapeake Challenge on page
31.—Samantha Young

Ohio Secretary 
to Leave

After 11 years with the Ohio
Conference, Hubert Cisneros,
executive secretary has accepted
the position of Youth and Per-
sonal ministries director for the
Mid-America Union, headquar-

tered in Lin-
coln, Neb. 

“Hubert
has been a
valuable
member of
our leader-

ship team, and has made a signifi-
cant contribution to God’s work
in Ohio with his many gifts and
abilities,” said Raj Attiken, Ohio
Conference president. “His deep
love for the Lord and gracious
spirit in relating to people have
enriched all of us who were privi-
leged to work with him.”

While at the Ohio Conference,
Cisneros also coordinated His-
panic Ministries and evangelism.
He will take up his new post
March 1. 

Philanthropy 
Giant Dies 

Milton Murray, founder of the
philanthropy program for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
called Philanthropic Service for
Institutions (PSI), died recently in
Loma Linda, Calif. He was 87. 

During his 40-year career in
public relations and fundraising
he was instrumental in raising
millions of dollars for schools and
hospitals. While serving as a
fundraiser for the Columbia
Union Conference, he raised
more than $1 million to build
Hackettstown Regional Medical
Center, which opened in northern
New Jersey in 1973. Today it’s a
flagship hospital for Adventist
HealthCare (AHC), one of two
healthcare networks in the
Columbia Union.

“Milton did a lot of work here,
made a lot of contacts, and
brought in a lot of support for the
hospital,” says Hackettstown
president Gene Milton (far right).
“He had a way of relating to the
small business owners, farmers,
and residents, and they accepted
him into their homes. People still
ask about him today.”

In 1973 Murray launched PSI

for the worldwide Adventist
Church. During 20 years there, 
he helped establish and nurture
fundraising programs for more
than 100 church institutions
including Shady Grove Adventist
Hospital in Rockville, Md.,
another flagship AHC facility. 

“I was privileged to work in four
hospitals that Milton helped get
started through his substantial
philanthropic efforts,” says William
G. “Bill” Robertson, president and
CEO of AHC. “What a wonderful
legacy he leaves of community
engagement and assistance in
building the healthcare ministry 
of the Adventist Church.”

Many remember how Murray
dreamed of having a postal stamp
commemorating philanthropy
and spent 27 years advocating for
such a creation. In 1998 he got his
wish when the United States
Postal Service issued a stamp
themed "Giving & Sharing.”

Adrian Westney, Educator and Religious 
Liberty Champion, Dies

Adrian Theophilus Westney, DD, 82, Columbia
Union Conference associate director of Public
Affairs and Religious Liberty, died last month after a
brief illness. Westney, a pastor, chaplain, educator,
and administrator, served the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church with distinction for more than 60 years. 

Before coming to the United States in 1960,
Westney planted churches and pastored in his homeland of Jamaica,
as well as in Barbados and Guyana. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Theology from Columbia Union College (now Washington Adventist
University) in Takoma Park, Md., a Master of Arts in Religion from the

Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary at
Andrews University (Mich.), and a Doctor of
Divinity from Howard University in Washington,
D.C. He subsequently pastored in Virginia and
directed Youth Ministries for Allegheny West
Conference. In 1969 he accepted a call to serve
as principal of Pine Forge Academy in Pine
Forge, Pa., where he hosted the first alumni
homecoming weekend. From 1976-89 he served
as associate director of Education for the Colum-

bia Union Conference, and then went on to direct Public Affairs and
Religious Liberty until his retirement in 1995. 

Though retired, Westney continued his advocacy of religious liberty in
an associate capacity. He helped many members in the Columbia Union
obtain workplace religious accommodations and organized a number of
rallies that informed church
members about their constitu-
tional rights. He also started and
faithfully hosted “Talking About
Freedom,” a weekly radio pro-
gram addressing religious liberty
issues that aired on WGTS 91.9. 

“We appreciated Dr. Westney
so much, and will remember
him for the lasting contribution he made by assisting and protecting
the religious freedom of so many church members across our union,”
says President Dave Weigley.

“Dr. Westney will be sorely missed,” added Walter Carson, union
vice president and general counsel. “He was a Christian, a gentleman,
a champion of religious freedom, and a dear friend.”

Westney is survived by Lizette, his wife of 56 years, three adult chil-
dren—Adrian  “A.T.” Westney, Jr., Gloria Westney Hughes, MD, and
Marcel—and five grandchildren. He was funeralized at Allegheny East
Conference’s Metropolitan church in Hyattsville, Md., where he once
pastored and remained a member. 
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Potluck
beth michaels

Columbus,
Ohio, follows
Christ’s exam-
ple of using
metaphors 
to relay an
important
message.
LaVaughn uses
fire to inspire members to “build
or renew a relationship with
Jesus” because, he says, “it gives
us a recognizable symbol in
remembering to anchor our foun-
dation in God.” The book, as well
as an accompanying 104-page
workbook, are available at Target
or amazon.com. 

CD >
Songs We Love 
Denise Barclay

“This CD features a variety of
old classics, hymns, and contem-
porary praise and worship songs
that are
familiar to
a wide
range of
listeners,”
Denise
Barclay, a
member of Potomac Conference’s
Community Praise Center in

Alexandria, Va., says of her third
project. She especially hopes lis-
teners will experience a sense of
“familiarity and spiritual connec-
tion” with songs like “Here I am to
Worship.”

Barclay dedicated track 1, a
medley, to the late Reger Cutting
Smith, a communication profes-
sional and fellow musician, who
devoted nearly 30 years of service
to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Read more and order at
watergirlmusic.com.

DVD > Seven Signs
José Rojas

The original reaping series
resulted in thousands of baptisms.
Now the eight, one-
hour sessions—
recorded by José
Rojas, director of the
Office of Volunteer
Ministries for the
North American
Division—are avail-
able as a four-DVD
set. Many people are using them in
study groups to teach discipleship
because they “outline the seven
signs of what a true disciple looks
like,” explains Rojas, who also
serves as pastor of Potomac’s Mil-

lennium Min-
istries church in
Silver Spring, Md.
Find the DVDs at
adventistbook-
center.com. 

Blogged

Faith in Context
“Postmodern religion basically

means that everyone is construct-
ing their own theology and gath-
ering their friends to ‘worship,’
including the most reactionary
conservatives and the most far-
out liberals, as well as ideas com-
pletely off the charts. Is the prolif-

eration of
religious
groups and
viewpoints
actually cre-
ating the
upswing in
people who

are withdrawing from organized
religion of any kind? Or, at least
the general distrust of all estab-
lished sources of religious infor-
mation?”—From the November 11
blog entry by Monte Sahlin (mon-
tesahlin.com), director of research
and special projects for the Ohio
Conference

What’s New?

BOOKS >
Adventures of a 
Witness for Jesus
G. Warren Sears

“I want to
encourage and
teach Christians to
be bold and effec-
tive witnesses, and
to recognize oppor-
tunities God gives us
every day,” says 
G. Warren Sears, 86,
of his first book. The
new Seventh-day
Adventist and mem-
ber of Chesapeake
Conference’s Bell
Branch church in
Gambrills, Md., con-
veys 52 personal
experiences of wit-
nessing, all pulled
from a journal he
kept for several
years. He hopes to
make evangelists
out of all believers.
An artist by trade,
the book also
includes Sears’ own
illustrations. Order a
copy today at inter-
estingwriting.com
or (866) 833-3928.

Foundation of 
the Fire
Ricky LaVaughn

In his sophomore
book, Ricky
LaVaughn (nmlmin-
istry.org) of
Allegheny West
Conference’s Eph-
esus church in

What You Bring to the Table

In the Spotlight > Elisha Pulivarti

Elisha Pulivarti wants to bridge Maryland with India through busi-
ness. Such an ambitious task might overwhelm some, but not Puli-

varti, a member of Potomac Conference’s Beltsville (Md.) church. In
2006 he founded the Maryland India Business Round Table (MIBRT) to
facilitate business partnerships between the two locations. Pulivarti is
perfect for the task: he is of Indian heritage and once served as the
executive director of the Governor’s Office on Asian-Pacific American
Affairs for the state of Maryland. 

The MIBRT has been successful in its goals, escorting business del-
egations from the Washington, D.C., area to India and vice versa;
forming a partnership between Montgomery College and India; and
bringing Indian businesses to Maryland. But for Pulivarti and the
MIBRT this is more than just business—this is ministry. The MIBRT
staff witness to the powerful individuals with whom they network. The
organization also keeps close ties to the Adventist Church, with sev-
eral Adventists serving as board members. 

Currently the MIBRT is working to establish a partnership with
Washington Adventist University (WAU), in Takoma Park, Md., and

Spicer Memorial College in India,
enabling Spicer to begin MBA
and nursing programs. The
MIBRT and WAU are also team-
ing with Spicer to start a met-
ropolitan ministry in India’s
major cities.

In all his business ventures,
Pulivarti keeps the bottom line

in mind: “We reflect
Christ and our
church in all our
dealings.”
—Benjamin J.
Baker

The entertainment
industry lights up
the sky with the
devil’s tricks, while
timid Christians
hide their lamps
under a bushel …
let us turn many to
righteousness!
—G. Warren Sears
in Adventures of a
Witness for Jesus

Only an
Adventist …

read food-
packaging labels
before nutritional

labeling was 
even available—

or en vogue

Web Watch > 

adventisthealthcare.com/vimandvigor

Shady Grove and Washington Adventist 
hospitals, both in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area, teamed up to create 
Vim & Vigor magazine. The quarterly, online, 
interactive publication highlights important 
health issues and lists classes and events 
for the community. 



JANUARY 2010  | 9

“I told Pastor Salazar that we would take the Bible
studies with one condition: that he give us a ride to
mass at my Catholic Church afterward,” Teresa recalls. 

He agreed. Every Sunday Pastor Salazar studied
with Teresa and Benacio and then drove them to
mass. Just a few weeks later, when the Alexandria
Spanish church was having a baptism, the couple also
took their stand. However, old traditions die hard, and
the couple continued with their son’s first commun-
ion at the Catholic Church the following weekend.
Teresa explains, “While I was [there], I felt such
uneasiness. I knew this was the last time we would
attend.” But she had more difficult decisions to make.

MAKING A PROMISE
During a prayer service at the Alexandria Spanish

church several months later, some familiar head pain
terrified Teresa. Her thoughts raced back a few years
to a chilling diagnosis—a rare, terminal brain disease.
The doctors predicted she had a few months to live.
They even suggested that Benacio take Teresa back to
her home country, El Salvador, to die there in peace.

Instead, Teresa started to recover and, to the med-
ical professionals’ amazement, was completely cured.
Still, they warned her that it would most likely return,
and the next time she probably wouldn’t be so lucky. 

“I didn’t want to die,” Teresa exclaims. “So, I
prayed. I told God, ‘If you save me from this disease,
I promise that I will serve you every day of my life.’ It
has been 15 years, and I am completely free of the
deadly disease. That is why I live to serve Him.” 

GIVING EVERYTHING
Teresa has honored that promise. Since her bap-

tism, she has helped bring to Christ her entire fam-
ily, including nine siblings and their families; her

children; and her grandchildren. However, the most
miraculous baptism, she says, has been that of her
father, Domingo Reyes. 

“While growing up, he was a dedicated Catholic
who promised never to waiver from his beliefs, and
taught his family the same,” Teresa conveys. “The
day he was baptized, I knew it was all due to the
Holy Spirit working in his life, and I praised God for
changing his heart.” 

Since her conversion, Teresa has been serving as
the Alexandria Spanish church’s outreach ministries
director. She has also helped grow an amazing 18
small groups, including the one she hosts at her
home every Wednesday night with help from her two
young adult children. Up to 50 people regularly
attend and, miraculously, there is always enough
space. As her group grows, she splits them into two
and continues to oversee them all by visiting one
each weeknight.

“The key for me is to make sure that I show my
support. I cannot say that I am too tired to attend
one night, or that I want a break. I have to be there
and help in any way I can. It’s part of my daily life,”
Teresa comments.

“She is very supportive of every group and every
leader,” says Blanca Sianz, Teresa’s assistant. “We try
to keep unity among [the group] leaders and, occa-
sionally, if we see that they are losing a little fire, will
plan a dinner together—just to come together, fel-
lowship, and encourage each other.”

Teresa agrees that unity is the key to the success
of the small groups. But to be successful at working
for God, she claims, “You have to give of yourself …
everything.” 

Sylvia Garcia writes from Mt. Airy, Md.

With a shy smile and a baby balancing on her hip, Teresa Ramirez
thanks people for coming and then offers to find them a seat.
Soon she assumes a position in the back of the room, blending in

with her full house of visitors. She entertains the young boy so his mom
can listen to the message uninterrupted. 

As the speaker finishes, Teresa slips to the front of the room and leads the
“small group” in song. As she sings of God’s transforming grace, passion for
the Savior is evident in her eyes and with every note—passion founded in
years of service and gratitude for God saving her life, both physically and
spiritually.

THE CONVERSION
Teresa remembers the day, 15 years earlier, when the spiritual advisor
at her Catholic Church surprisingly suggested that she and her hus-

band, Benacio, attend some meetings at a nearby Seventh-day
Adventist church. He had attended the night before and

thought the material presented would be helpful to them. 
“The meetings are great!” he told them. “I suggest you

attend and learn. But,” he quickly added, “don’t stay at
that church. I’m not sure who the Seventh-day

Adventists are. Plus, you know what church you
already belong to.” 

Teresa and Benacio did attend the meetings at
Potomac Conference’s Alexandria Spanish church

in Alexandria, Va.—that night and every night for
two weeks. They were completely drawn to the

information shared, and church members
took notice. After the meetings, members

started visiting the couple nearly every
night for another two weeks. And Teresa

and Benacio couldn’t say no to Pastor
Fausto Salazar when he asked if they
wanted to start Bible studies. 

Teresa Ramirez Found Christ
and now Lives to Bring 

Others to Him
Sylvia Garcia

A Promise
to God
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and five of her children went on to attend Seventh-
day Adventist schools, including Mount Vernon
Academy in Mount Vernon, Ohio. And the two fami-
lies got so intertwined that when one of Clark’s sons
got married a few years ago, both ladies were listed
as mothers of the groom.

“Both of us agree that our relationship was
ordained by God; that we were brought together by
God,” Clark says. “And the Adventist Church has
been a real blessing to me.”—Beth Michaels

John Griffin
A Seeker Finds the Sabbath 

“It was like I had been duped; I had been
deceived all this time!” exclaims John Griffin, who at
age 50 discovered the truth about the Sabbath. 

Griffin’s journey began while he and his wife were
attending a Baptist church in Baltimore. Interested
in learning Hebrew, they started studying with a
messianic rabbi. For a year and a half, the couple
spent eight or nine hours with him on Saturdays
while continuing to attend church on Sundays. The
rabbi never explicitly showed them any scriptures
regarding the Sabbath, but he knew Griffin had
majored in history in
college. Griffin was
sent to the encyclope-
dia to research the
Sabbath, and what he
found startled him.
“How could I have not
known this informa-
tion?” he wondered.

Although Griffin’s
wife left their Baptist
congregation first,
relinquishing her posi-
tion as assistant pas-
tor, he found the deci-
sion to leave difficult.
On several occasions,
he asked his pastor if
he was learning the wrong information. Finally
the pastor told Griffin he needed to make a deci-
sion. Two weeks later, he did. 

Griffin, now separated from his wife, returned to
his studies with the rabbi. Although Sabbathkeeping
churches were mentioned during their Scriptural

Christ
Journey19 Members Share Their

to Rosalyn Clark
A Friendship Turns Heavenly

Rosalyn Clark (right) and Martha Lewis met in the
early 70s, but their budding friendship turned heav-
enly when Lewis did not invite Clark to a special
event at her church.

“[Martha] had put an invitation about a commu-
nity guest day on the bulletin board at work,” Clark
recalls. “I noticed her inviting people … but she did-
n’t invite me, and I wanted to see what it was all
about. So, I switched schedules with another nurse.”

Lewis had already made an impact on Clark
through kindness she showed others at work and by
the modest way she dressed. “She was all business
but she was very kind,” Clark explains. “Employees
she would fire from the job …  would leave the office
laughing.”

On the day Clark walked into Allegheny West
Conference’s Hilltop church in Columbus, Ohio, she
immediately noticed members’ kindness. “I felt like
I had just arrived where I should have been all
along,” she recalls. “I felt like they had known me all
my life. I was not accustomed to that.”

Clark started attending regularly but wasn’t
always able to get Sabbaths off from work. One day
Lewis and her husband offered to take Clark’s six
children to church. “I thought that would be so over-
whelming,” she says. “I had been managing [by
myself], and I knew it was an awful lot, but she
gladly took them. Soon the kids were involved in
Pathfinders and everything.” 

It didn’t take Clark long to stop missing church
services as well and to make a decision for baptism.
She and her kids got deeply involved in the church,

Everybody has a testimony of

how they came to know Christ or

joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

In this issue, 19 members—including some

who were recently baptized—share their journey

to Christ. Read their stories, be inspired, and do

what you can to bring someone to Christ this year! 
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In time Jessica also decided to get baptized, but put
it off because she really wanted her mother present.
Jeimy applied for a visa so their mother could come to
the United States as soon as possible. With the help of
associate pastor, Alex Pastor, Carmelina Mercedes was
reunited with her daughters in August 2009, less than
three months after Jeimy filed for the visa. Two
months later, Jessica was baptized. 

Now Jeimy and her sisters pray for their brother,
who asks about their youth group activities. Jeimy
also has faith that their father will one day fully sur-
render his life to Christ. His opinion of Christians has
already changed. The same man who used to hate
Christians allowed his daughters to host youth meet-
ings in his home. Recently when Jeimy moved, her
dad mentioned how much he would miss the church
youth group visiting his house. “I know God is still
working on his heart,” she says.—Elizabeth Anderson

Vincent MacIsaac 
From the Hood to the Pulpit 

“I come from a very troubled and dysfunctional
family, and my parents divorced when I was a young
teenager,” explains Vincent MacIsaac, pastor of
Potomac Conference’s Galax, Pulaski, Radford, and
Pearisburg district in western Virginia. “Then, I went
from living in a nice, apple orchard setting in New
Brunswick [Canada] to the north end of Hamilton,
Ontario, a very metropolitan city.”

MacIsaac joined the wrong crowd and became a
rebellious teenager. But, while participating in a
cooperative education assignment at a local church,

he learned about the caring love of Jesus. He started
searching for spiritual guidance in his life, which
landed him in an Adventist church at the age of 19.

While MacIsaac was ecstatic with his newfound
faith, he felt lost in a sea of faces and Adventist jar-
gon—“haystacks,” “Stripples,” “vespers,” and “lay
activities.” “They ate funny and dressed and talked
different,” MacIsaac remembers. 

Despite feeling lost and lonely, MacIsaac’s love for
God never swayed. One day he earnestly asked God
what He would have him do. The answer impressed
him very powerfully: “Give my people my Word.” It
seemed almost audible, he says. But despite the sim-
plicity of the message to a “babe in Christ,” who just
happened to be an inner city, poverty-stricken
teenager, it seemed an incomprehensible task. “I had
no money, no education, and I was shy and intro-
verted—not to mention I looked like I had just
walked out of a rock video on MTV,” he recounts.

MacIsaac sought the counsel of a retired pastor
who gave him this advice: “Vince, being a pastor is
hard work. It is hard on the family. It has lots of
stresses and burdens. I advise anyone who asks me
this to avoid it at all cost. Do all you can to escape
from it. Run if you can. But, in the end, if you cannot
avoid it, and you can’t stay away from it, then you
will know that you are truly called and will be
blessed in the work.” 

MacIsaac worked as a counselor, social worker,
and mental health caseworker, and was sure he was
doing God’s work. But after following his wife, Tina,
from Canada to North Carolina, he went from being
a church board member to an elder, to a lay evan-
gelist, to a new church planter and leader, and
finally to a pastor. 

As MacIsaac tells his congregants, he pastors “not
for any reason within my own self, but simply
because I have heard the voice of God … I stand
today ready to answer, for that is all I can do.”
—Viola Hughes  

Jeimy Guerrero 
Sisters Find Christ One by One 

Jeimy Guerrero (right) told God she wanted to
join her dad in the United States, but only if he
would become a Christian. If that wasn’t possible,
she didn’t want to leave home. The Dominican
Republic was where she—along with her younger
sisters Jessica and Esmirna (center)—had learned
about the Lord from their mother (left), who had
joined an Adventist church while they were young. 

Jeimy did make the move, but within a year was
homeless with nowhere to go. Her father kicked her
out of his New Jersey home following a heated
argument. She had hoped their relationship would
be different. Now she was depressed and losing
faith in God. 

“When [my sisters and I] came to my father’s
house, he said the church was garbage, that God
didn’t exist, that we are not going to get anywhere
with church,” Jeimy recalls. She remembers his
command that the girls follow his wishes because
he was their provider, not God. 

Guerrero found and rented a room from a man,
but he ended up fathering her daughter. Although
her mother still lived in the Dominican Republic, she
encouraged Guerrero through this difficult period. 

In 2006 Jeimy left her boyfriend, reconciled with
her father, and got baptized. She got very involved in
New Jersey Conference’s Paterson South Spanish
church, leading the youth poetry group. Worried that
her sisters would repeat her mistakes, she began to
pray for them and encouraged them to stay involved
with church and attend week of prayer. In 2007 her
youngest sister, Esmirna, was baptized. Now both
sisters worked together to lead the youth in their
congregation and prayed for the spiritual well-being
of their middle sister, Jessica.

“Run if you can. But, in the end,
if you cannot avoid it, and you can’t stay
away from it, then you will know that you are
truly called and will be blessed in the work.”

studies, Griffin had never heard about the Seventh-
day Adventist Church until he saw a cable television
program produced by Allegheny East Conference’s
Sharon church in Baltimore. He attended Sharon
the next Sabbath. He felt comfortable there, but “I
think the Father wanted me somewhere else,” he
says, also noting that the church was a 35-mile drive
from his home. 

After his car broke down one week, Griffin recalls
catching the bus to the store and getting off at the
wrong stop. While walking toward his apartment
complex, he was amazed to discover Chesapeake
Conference’s Pikesville International church in
Pikesville, Md. 

The next Sabbath, Griffin walked to the church,
intending to drive to Sharon later. As soon as he
walked in the door, however, he was attracted to the
Pikesville congregation’s diversity and knew it was
the church for him. After 15 months of studying with
an elder, Griffin became a member. “It’s the closest
thing to what I see in the Scriptures,” he says.
—Elizabeth Anderson
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dWelcome to the Family

Ryan Rice
Hagerstown (Md.) Church

Ryan Rice became a Christian
last year. After mailing in a card
requesting Bible studies, he stud-
ied with Dawn Fullerton, a Bible
worker at Chesapeake Confer-
ence’s Hagerstown (Md.) church.
He then attended the church’s
prophecy seminar and joined on profession of faith. Rice is tak-
ing classes at the local community college and plans to attend
an Adventist college so he can become a minister.

Welcome to the Family
Dannyelle Stevens
Rock of Faith Church, Pittsburgh

Watching her boyfriend get
baptized last year made a very
strong impression on Dannyelle
Stevens. She decided that she,
too, wanted to be baptized and
started studying with Christopher

C. Thompson, pastor of Allegheny
West Conference’s Rock of Faith church in Pitts-
burgh. She celebrated the experience with her aunt,
Lisa Stevens, who was also baptized recently.



the dead. He got baptized in October 1980. Two
months later, he and Debbie got engaged. They mar-
ried the following April with Joe Crews, founder of
Amazing Facts, officiating. 

Now, 28 years later, the Nutters have three chil-
dren and attend Chesapeake’s Spencerville church
in Silver Spring, Md. Nutter and his professional
partner, David Baek, who is also a Christian, run a
podiatry practice with offices in Laurel, Greenbelt,
and Columbia. They dub their practice “The Min-
istry of Healing.” 

Reflecting on his experience, Nutter believes noth-
ing in life happens by coincidence. “[God] has a plan
for our lives,” he concludes.—Elizabeth Anderson

Edora Pitt 
Finding a Healthy Road to God

After more than 25 years in the medical field, Elsie
Jones (right), a member of Allegheny East’s Shiloh
church in Petersburg, Va., wanted to use her retire-
ment to continue helping others. Her first patient as
a home health aide, Edora Pitt (left), had requested
Jones because of a kind act she’d provided five years
earlier, when she cooked Pitt a healthy, vegetarian
Thanksgiving dinner.

The two got acquainted years ago through their
husbands. After Pitt’s husband passed away, some
unfortunate accidents and her back surgeries
reunited the pair. Jones got right to work on improv-
ing Pitt’s health, including her severe diabetes.

“When I started working with her, she weighed
131 pounds and was 5 feet, 6 and a half,” Jones says

of Pitt. “And she didn’t have any appetite whatso-
ever.” Pitt was also taking strong medication three
times a day, plus 15 units of insulin.

“Within the first week, she told me, ‘Sister Jones, I
want to eat like you, feel good like you, and just be like
you,’” Jones recalls. “She thought I looked healthy.”

With permission, Jones restocked Pitt’s cabinets
and refrigerator with healthy, vegetarian food, and
started preparing her meals. “She had been eating
whatever she wanted,” Jones marvels. 

Pitt started feeling better, so Jones advanced her
healing strategy. “I told her that in all of my medical
experience, I never knew anyone who took so much
medication for diabetes,” she recalls. “I told her, ‘I
believe this medication is part of your problem.’” 

While continuing to monitor Pitt’s blood pres-
sure, Jones significantly reduced the medication.
“After about four weeks, I took her off the insulin
completely,” Jones explains. “Her blood sugar was
very stable … and her blood pressure was normal.”

Five months later, a physician told Pitt that she
could reduce her medications, not knowing that Pitt
had already done so. “We both laughed,” Jones
recalls. In three more weeks, Pitt was completely
medication free and gaining weight. 

It wasn’t long before Pitt requested that Jones take
her to church. And in April 2008, Pitt was baptized.
“Ms. Elsie taught me a lot; I really enjoy her,” Pitt
comments. “She has been a great inspiration to me.”

Humbly, Jones replies, “I give God the glory.”
—Beth Michaels

David Negro 
A Prisoner Finds Purpose 

David Negron grew up in an Adventist home in
Brooklyn, N.Y., but by sixth grade decided he wanted
nothing to do with God. He also dropped out of
school and started experimenting with drugs.

By age 33, Negron had been in and out of a jail
several times. During his last incarceration, he faced
multiple charges, including disturbing the peace
and assaulting a police officer. But something finally
clicked. He started thinking about his life, his behav-
ior, and what might happen if he didn’t make some
changes. He also recalled a recurring dream he used
to have—one of him preaching. He didn’t under-
stand the dream, and when he told his friends and
family about it, they just laughed. 

During one pivotal night, Negron surrendered his
life to God and asked the Lord to help him change.
“It felt good,” he says. “I felt a peace overtake me.”

God answered Negron’s prayers in a mighty way.
The court miraculously dropped all charges, and he
was literally “set free.” He kept his promise to God
and started sharing the good news with others in his
Philadelphia “hood.” Soon he was traveling around
the United States, Puerto Rico, and Mexico sharing
his testimony of God’s transforming grace. Today
he’s a member of Pennsylvania Conference’s
Maranatha Spanish church in Philadelphia.

Negron’s most recent international experience
was during a ShareHim evangelistic campaign. He
not only got to evangelize in Nicaragua, but also
experienced firsthand how God could use him
despite his lack of education. He says God reminded
him, “David, it is not by strength or by might, but by
my Spirit—go into all nations for I will be with you.”

In Nicaragua, Negron witnessed seven people
accept Jesus and get baptized. “I am so glad that God
gave me this opportunity to witness to others about
His greatness. If I did it, so can you.—Viola Hughes

Scott Nutter 
Witness to the Grand Plan 

Scott Nutter, DPM, a podiatrist, was in surgery,
suturing a patient’s foot, when his colleague, Steve
Weiner, DPM, queried in front of the rest of the sur-
gical staff, “Scott, are you religious?” 

“I believe in God,” Nutter responded.
“Good,” Weiner said. “I want you to meet my

office manager.”
On a Wednesday night, late in the summer of

1980, Nutter stopped by Weiner’s office to meet Deb-
bie. The two went out to dinner that night and con-
tinued dating. “I’d only known Debbie for two weeks
[when] she invited me to church,” he recalls.

Nutter attended Chesapeake’s Reisterstown
(Md.) church with Debbie and noticed that the
members carried their Bibles to church, and that
Sabbath School was like a Bible study. “That made a
good impression on me,” says Nutter, who loves to
study the Bible.

While in the church foyer between Sabbath
School and the divine service, a colorful Amazing
Facts brochure hanging on a bulletin board caught
Nutter’s eye. It was the same mailer he had received
at his home a few weeks earlier! 

“Is your church sponsoring this?” Nutter asked. 
“Yes,” Debbie said, adding, “If you want to learn

more about the Bible, you should go.”
He did. Although Nutter had accepted Christ dur-

ing his undergraduate years, these meetings con-
victed him about Bible teachings regarding the sec-
ond coming of Christ, the Sabbath, and the state of
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Welcome to the Family
Judy and Herbert Chaffin
Richwood (W.Va.) Church 

After receiving a brochure in the mail, Judy Lang and
Herbert Chaffin attended a ShareHim meeting at Mountain
View Conference’s Richwood
(W.Va.) church. When the
meetings ended, they contin-
ued their study with Pastor
Jimmy Buchanan and his
wife, Elaine, and successfully
completed the church’s
smoking cessation class.
After attending the fall evan-
gelism series, they were mar-
ried and baptized.
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who appeared to be his age. After Singh called the
school and visited with the principal, she decided to
enroll Oscar in the child development center at
Potomac Conference’s Sligo Adventist School.

Oscar thrived at Sligo and shared his enthusiasm
with his family. He started requesting that his
mother get involved with school activities and also
convinced her to take him to Sabbath services at
nearby Sligo church. 

“All the time he was going there, I wasn’t a mem-
ber,” Singh reports. However, Oscar really wanted her
to join the church. He would read memory verses to
her and ask her to study the Bible with him. 

Oscar’s persistence paid off. Singh eventually
started Bible studies with Debbie Eisele, Sligo’s
pastor for congregational care. In August 2008, she
publicly demonstrated her commitment to God
through baptism.

“I decided to join after I understood more about the
Bible and about Adventism,” Singh explains. She fig-
ured it would be a good thing to do, and that it would
also make her son, now age 11, happy. It did. On the day
of her baptism, she says, his happiness was evident.
“The decision was for both of us,” she adds. 

Although Singh’s husband is not a member, he
occasionally plays the piano during services and
attends concerts at the school. “I keep talking to
him,” Singh says. “You never know. One day he’ll
make up his mind too.”—Elizabeth Anderson

Delores Taylor 
Remembering the “White People”

Delores Taylor wondered why the “white people”
were in the alley behind her home in the Anacostia
neighborhood of Washington, D.C. “Of course it was
strange,” Taylor recalls, “because you [didn’t] see
white people in a black neighborhood—especially
on a Saturday. You have to realize this was back in
the 50s. Segregation was still big time, you know.” 

The college students stuck out like sore thumbs
with their folk-style music, but they were there to
tutor or lead the local children in a Sabbath School
style program. Taylor remembers how different the
students seemed—authentic, unafraid, and no
haughty looks or condemnation in their eyes. Instead,
they shared worship with the residents, even when
their audience just stared back. The visitors also came
bearing tangible gifts, like candy and other treats.

The students, of course, were from Columbia
Union College, now Washington Adventist Univer-
sity, based in Takoma Park, Md. 

“It was tremendous for us to have that experience
with loving people, reflecting the love of Christ while
the rest of the world is looking at you with fear in
their eyes,” Taylor states. “I remember especially the
little red book, and the Ten Commandments with
the fourth one highlighted,” she says. Taylor kept
that book for many years.

As a matter of fact, it was the sanctity of the Sab-
bath that kept bothering Taylor, something she
eventually discussed with her church pastor. “I was
so convicted about the Sabbath, and the memory of
these white people would not go away,” she states.
“He basically blew it off, but I had given much study
and prayer to the matter and informed him of my
conclusions.” 

Approximately 10 years after her Sabbath experi-
ences with the college students, 18-year-old Taylor
looked up Adventist churches in the phone book.
She caught a bus, then walked two miles to
Allegheny East’s Dupont Park church near the U.S.
Capitol. She’s been an Adventist ever since. 

These days Taylor is an elder at Sligo church. She
is also involved in nondenominational ministries
and knows the joy of holding heart-to-heart friend-
ships with people of different races and faiths.
—Elizabeth Anderson

Shay Price 
I Read My
Way to
Adventism 

Shay Price, MD,
an anesthesiologist
in the United States
Air Force, says some
of his greatest 
successes were
achieved, not by

taking life’s main
streets, but by taking the unconventional route, or
even the back door.

Price’s life was not easy. His childhood included
living in foster homes or with relatives, physical and
sexual abuse, introduction to the occult, and incar-
ceration at a mental facility. At one point he deter-
mined, “If God exists, I hate Him.”

Quite divinely, his tumultuous upbringing also
included a grandmother who assured Price that
Jesus loves him more than anyone.

Following 13 months in the mental rehab facility,
Price started attending church again. He also
returned to school and took a religion course to dis-
cover God’s will for him. He ruled out all other major
religions as potential pathways to spiritual fulfill-
ment, determining that “somewhere within Christi-
anity is where God wants me to be, so I’m going to
read God’s Word cover to cover,” Price recalls.

While reading his way through the Bible, Price
learned about biblical health and wellness princi-
ples and changed his diet. He also discovered the
Sabbath while reading the book of Matthew. “I chal-
lenged all of my leaders in church and made a stand
to teach others about the Sabbath,” he says. After
speaking about the Sabbath, the pastor didn’t allow
him to teach the congregation again. 

“From that day forward, I’ve been on fire about
God’s truth,” states Price, now a member of
Allegheny West Conference’s Dale Wright Memorial
church in Germantown, Ohio. He was baptized in
June 1996 without ever receiving a formal Bible
study. He simply read his way into Adventism. Price
soon started teaching the 28 fundamental Adventist
beliefs at two churches, pastored by relatives, and
has been the catalyst for at least two baptisms,
including his sister’s.—Elizabeth Anderson

Loretta Singh
Little Children Shall Lead Them

The only thing Loretta Singh and her husband
wanted to find was a new day care provider for their
2-year-old son, Oscar. But, they found a lot more.

Singh remembers a day nine years ago when she
was riding the bus through Takoma Park, Md., with
Oscar. They saw some children exiting a building

Welcome to the Family 
Gwendolyn Speller-Cook
Williamstown (N.J.) Church

One Sabbath morning, Gwendolyn Speller-Cook and her three children decided
to try and find an Adventist church they’d heard about in their Williamstown, N.J.,
community. Although they had not planned to actually go into the church, they felt
impressed to visit anyway. The members were friendly and invited the family to
stay for potluck. After enjoying the worship, food, and fellowship, Speller-Cook
was hooked and decided that this was the church for her. She attended evangelis-
tic meetings and started studying the Bible with Pastor Caesar Sprianu. Recently
she and her three youngest children—Heaven, Darrel, and KJ—were baptized. JANUARY 2010  | 17
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Brandon Tygret 
A Druggie Finds the Truth 

“If it wasn’t marijuana, it was heroin,” recalls
Brandon Tygret. “I tried a bit of every drug that I
could get my hands on in my younger days.” He
originally experimented with drugs and alcohol, he
says, to help him deal with problems and depres-
sion. “It just developed into a bigger problem,” he
says. So much so that the drugs nearly killed him on
one occasion.

Through a series of miraculous events—including
the Lord relieving him of his addictions—the Lord
answered Tygret’s plea for “nothing but the truth”
from His Word. “My biblical knowledge was rather
basic,” he recounts. Although he believed God
existed, he really did not “know” God.

On his 25th birthday, Tygret got a call from his
friend, Kevin, who claimed he had stumbled upon
“the truth” through the Three Angels Broadcasting
Network. They started watching together and
believed what they heard, but wondered about Sev-
enth-day Adventists. They searched the Internet for
Adventist churches in their area and found the First
National church in Nashville, where they lived. 

Their first Sabbath there, the two young men
helped distribute 1,000 boxes of books about the Ten
Commandments. A few months later, in July 2007,
they helped distribute 38,000 pieces of literature at
another event. “I realized I was learning the truth,
and I just wanted to get out there as soon as possible
to share it with others,” Tygret states. It wasn’t long
before he made the decision for baptism. 

The following May, Tygret married Dolly, a mem-
ber of the First National church. The couple spent a
year in West Virginia, attending Mountain View Con-
ference’s Point Pleasant church, where he learned to
be a literature evangelist. They recently moved and
started attending Ohio Conference’s Wilmington
church near Dayton. Now he is helping to train oth-
ers.—Viola Hughes and Beth Michaels

Keith Weaver 
A Heart Saved by Grace

Keith Weaver had been considering suicide for
some time when he received a brochure promoting
an evangelistic series at a church near his home that
interrupted his plans. 

Weaver, raised in a home full of abuse and pain,
seethed with anger. As a teenager, his mother forced
him to attend church on Sundays—both morning and
evening services—but his anger continued to grow.

Sometime later he got involved in witchcraft and
started battling “voices” in his head that pushed him
closer to suicide. In a poem about his conversion
titled “A Heart Saved by Grace,” Weaver explains his
thoughts during that time: 

… Where was this one called God, 
so many claimed to have known? 

His cries for help seemed answered not, 
his hopeless heart in dread. 

He thinks, yes, suicide is the answer,
he would be better off dead …

Weaver received a brochure for an evangelistic
series to be held at Pennsylvania’s Berwick church.
His girlfriend of 26 years, Judy, didn’t want to go alone
and kept pushing him to attend. His irritation at hav-
ing to go turned to interest as he listened to Pastor Jon
Peters talk about God’s love and grace. Finally, God’s
message of hope and love broke through the pain and
darkness in his heart. “Dear God,” he prayed, “If it is
not too late, take my heart, my all.”

December 2008 was a very special and happy
time for the couple. They got baptized and married!
“I finally found healing for all of the hurt and anger,”
Weaver shares. “God replaced it with peace and joy.”

To hear Weaver read his poem, “A Heart Saved by
Grace,” visit columbiaunion.org/podcasts.
—Tamyra Horst
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Frank Perez

When you’re finished growing, you’re finished!” Though this statement comes from Ben Franklin, the
idea that growth is an essential part of life is a universal concept that has transcended cultures and
religion and stood the test of time. And what is true for the individual becomes all the more true for an

organization, which has greater impact and higher visibility. 
Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25:14 sheds some light on the subject of growth, where, in a nutshell, a master

gives three servants money in amounts that reflects their ability. The first person doubles the value of his origi-
nal five talents, the second doubles his two talents, but the third buries his one talent in the ground for safe-
keeping. The master is most unhappy with the third man and speaks to him in a way that would be appropriate
for a reality TV show today. The man is called “worthless” and cast into the darkness where there is “gnashing
of teeth.” Growth, defined in this story, is taking something—whatever you have been given—and turning it into
more than it was originally.

When asked about his single talent, the third man answers, “I knew you were a hard man … so I was
afraid … and hid your talent in the ground.” He reveals a sheepish fear, the basis for a choice that leaves this
poor person on the outside of the community. His punishment is a most undesirable exiling, with an impact
that reverberates into his immediate family and the entire community. The lessons in this parable are time-
less and powerful. 

TAKING LESSONS TO HEART
At Kettering Adventist HealthCare, we take such lessons to heart daily as we press modern healthcare

delivery forward, expanding our capabilities and outreach into the lives of our patients and their families.
Healthcare service provides the most dynamic, meaningful opportunities to help us grow, not only personally
and professionally, but also in our ability to touch lives for Christ. Ellen White got straight to the point with this
statement, “Do practical work. Seek to restore the sick to health. This is true ministry. Remember that the
restoration of the body prepares the way for the restoration of the soul” (Medical Ministry, p. 240). When we
seek to connect with our patients in more meaningful ways and deliver relevant and effective treatments, we
are constantly growing out of our comfort zones and seeking new, improved solutions.

This year will bring a year of exponential growth for Kettering Adventist Health-
Care. A few examples include the construction of a new facility in Beavercreek; the
addition of a NICU unit at Kettering Medical Center to expand our care for at-risk
infants; a new west wing at Grandview Medical Center; and a new heart tower at
Kettering Medical Center. We also continue to press for higher levels of quality
patient care in all of our facilities. These exciting developments all center on one
thing: increasing our ability to reach people when they need help the most and giv-
ing them the kind of healthcare support that leads them to the love of Jesus Christ.

Frank Perez is the CEO for Kettering Adventist HealthCare based in Kettering, Ohio.

Growth is the Essence of Life

january 2010



Legacy of Healing Goes to Africa
Kathryn Stiles

Agroup of medical and spiritual servants from
across the nation, identified by their logo as
Legacy of Healing, ventured on their most chal-

lenging mission trip yet. This past summer, teams from
Ohio, California, Colorado, and other states converged
in Zambia, Africa, at the Mwami Adventist Hospital and
School of Nursing. The team encountered transporta-
tion challenges, causing them to arrive late to the hos-
pital, and they did not receive their container full of
medical supplies until the day before they left. Despite
lacking helpful tools and supplies, the medical team
persevered and exceeded their surgical and treatment
goals. Together, they treated 969 patients, performed
110 surgeries, conducted worship services, and bap-
tized 27 people. 

Legacy of Healing participants spend months
preparing for the trip by gathering donated medical
supplies from various institutions and sponsors. They
fund their trip privately and provide the necessary med-
ical resources. Mafi Schmidt, from southern California,
is the key coordinator and mother to Steve Schmidt,
MD, a surgeon, Kettering Adventist HealthCare board
member, and member of the Kettering church. Steve

Stephanie Schmidt, a Dayton, Ohio, high school senior, enjoys time with one of the clinic’s smallest visitors.

Jeffrey Rogers, DO, and Bonnie Shawver, both from
Grandview Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio, get little
Rhoda, a severe burn patient, ready for surgery.

organizes a great deal of the medical plans for the trip.
This year the group expanded from 17 to 30 and is now
in the process of planning this year’s mission trip.
Although mission team members come from a variety
of locations and religious convictions, they always
press together to accomplish as much as possible dur-
ing their short visit. Here are some highlights of their trip
to Zambia:

Some Legacy of Healing team members are greeted
warmly at the Mwami Adventist Hospital entrance. 

The warm African sun dries the many necessary hospi-
tal linens. 

A team member connects with a young boy who has
come for medical treatment and to worship.

Kettering church member Sula Mazimba, MD, an
internist at Kettering Medical Center, addresses a
patient’s concerns.

Kettering church member Becky Eldenburg, a nurse
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, spends time with
some patients. 
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Kettering Medical Center
Ranked Top Five for Stroke Care

Kettering Medical Center (KMC) in Kettering, Ohio,
received top ratings from HealthGrades, the leading
independent healthcare ratings organization. The
nation’s nearly 5,000 nonfederal hospitals were all
included in the sweeping study, which examined
mortality and complication rates from government
data between 2006 and 2008.

As a result, KMC received the 2010 HealthGrades
Stroke Care Excellence Award. They were also
ranked sixth in the country for their treatment of
stroke; received five star ratings for their treatment of
stroke, heart failure, and women’s health
(2009/2010); were the recipient of the HealthGrades
Women’s Health Excellence Award (2009/2010); and
were ranked in the top 5 percent in the nation for
women’s health (2009/2010).

“This independent assessment of our quality is
very significant because it is based on Medicare’s
national database, and it charts performance for an
extended period of time,” said Roy Chew, PhD, KMC
president. “It is our mission to improve the quality of
life for the people in the communities we serve.
These findings illustrate how our doctors, nurses,
and support staff are taking that mission to heart and
committing to quality outcomes.”

Renowned Physician Speaks at 
Ribbon of Hope Luncheon

Susan Love, MD (below), a dedicated breast can-
cer warrior, was the keynote speaker at the ninth
annual Ribbon of Hope Luncheon held in October. The

2009 event attracted
more than 525 guests
who gave the event
rave reviews.

Love is president
of the Dr. Susan Love
Research Foundation,
where she oversees
an active research
program centered on
breast cancer preven-

tion. She has also authored several books, including
Dr. Susan Love’s Breast Book, which the New York
Times called “the Bible for women with breast cancer.”

The Ribbon of Hope Luncheon, coordinated by the
Kettering Medical Center Foundation, originated in
2001. Proceeds benefit the Women’s Wellness Fund,
providing mammograms and breast health education
for underserved women in greater Dayton. To date the
luncheon has raised over $800,000 and helped more
than 7,000 area women. 

Past speakers have included the late Jerri
Nielsen, MD, who treated herself for breast cancer
while on duty at the South Pole; former first daugh-
ter Susan Ford; astronaut Mae Jemison; Stephanie
Spielman, wife of OSU star Chris Spielman; and
Today Show host Hoda Kotb. For more information,
visit kmcfoundation.org.

Kettering College Recognizes 
Outstanding Alumnus

Kettering College of Medical Arts (KCMA) named
Gregory C. Henderson, president of Greene Memorial
Hospital in Dayton, Ohio, their Alumnus of the Year.
Henderson graduated from KCMA in 1971 with an
associate’s degree in radiologic technology. After earn-

ing his bachelor’s in healthcare administration and
education through Oregon Institute of Technology in
1977, he went on to receive his master’s in healthcare
administration in 1997 at the University of La Verne in
La Verne, Calif. Henderson most recently served as
senior executive officer at Southview Hospital. 

The Kettering College Distinguished Alumni
Awards, including the Alumnus(a) of the Year and the
Rising Star Award, are the highest honors bestowed
by the Kettering College Alumni Association. The
awards recognize graduates for their professional
achievements, contributions to society, and support
of the college.—Cheryl Kennison

Gregory C. Henderson (center), president of
Greene Memorial Hospital, accepts the Kettering
College of Medical Arts Alumnus of the Year award
from Fred Manchur, president of Kettering Adven-
tist HealthCare, and Dave Weigley, Columbia Union
Conference president and KAHC board chair.

When Faith church members decided to host evangelism
meetings at their facility in Cambridge, Md., they wanted to

make both a physical and spiritual impact in the community. They
partnered with Feed the Children, a nonprofit organization that
brings food to communities in need. 

Weeks before the meetings, workers from the Faith church and
the New Life church in
nearby Salisbury, Md., vis-
ited homes and offered Bible
studies. Later they distrib-
uted invitations to the six-
night “Happy Family” semi-
nars led by Pastor Paul
Bryant. At first visitors were
few, but, as time pro-
gressed, attendees told their
friends and the numbers
grew. One night the church
held 115 people!

Boxes of food were dis-
tributed following the seminars. Five people were baptized during the meet-
ings, and several more asked for Bible studies. Church members are already
planning single parent and job readiness seminars.—Annie Mae Murray

Faith Church’s Outreach Feeds Body and Soul

JANUARY 2010

gloves, socks, coats, and clothing
suitable to wear to church. 

Some of the recipients
responded by attending several
church services. One gentleman
even requested baptism and is tak-
ing Bible studies. 

By spending quality time with
those in need, Shiloh members say
they have been accepted like family.
Young people also participate in the
outreach and are known by name. 

“Now that we have been
accepted by them as ‘family,’ we
will be taking the gospel message
to them,” one member explained.
“We already sing, pray, and listen to
them, but we have plans for a
health and Bible seminar. We are

Shiloh Church Members Minister to Homeless

Every Sabbath, one hour before
sunset, members from the

Shiloh church can be found on the
streets of Petersburg, Va. Rain or
shine, these members are commit-
ted to helping the homeless in their
community—a ministry they started
a year ago. Depending on the
weather and/or the needs of the
people, Shiloh members distribute
soup, sandwiches, snacks, bottled
water, and personal care items. 

The recipients requested and
were delighted to receive a “soul
food” meal. They also enjoyed a
special Thanksgiving dinner and a
Christmas celebration. As the tem-
perature dipped, Shiloh members
distributed warm hats, scarves,

Lloyd Hines, a member of the Shiloh
church in Petersburg, Va., prays with
Wayne, who is homeless.

Gary Dashiells and Richard Jolley load a truck
with food to distribute at evangelism meetings.

Mother and daughter Christie Milligan
and Ashley Hawkins prepare for 
baptism at the Faith church in 
Cambridge, Md.

planning to get them off the streets
and into programs that help [get
them back on their feet].”
—Agnes Smith
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NEWS NOTES

Northern New Jersey Members Fellowship
Thirteen churches and several hundred of their members from the

northern New Jersey area recently gathered in Tranquility, N.J., for a
spiritual feast. Called Unity Day, the event began with an hourlong
worship service followed by social and recreational activities. 

Pastor Richard Campbell, Northern New Jersey Ministerium sec-
retary and pastor of the Community church in Englewood, N.J., says
this annual gathering is an important fellowship experience. “We are
energized by our synergy, and we think that in some ways our mem-
bers can be lifted by a shared experience with other believers whom
they may not meet otherwise,” he explains.

Dupont Park Church Provides New Members With Spiritual “Guardians”
Twenty members of the Dupont Park church (some pictured below) in Washington, D.C., were recently desig-

nated as spiritual guardians for 20 new members. “The first year in the life of a new church member is the most
crucial,” explains Lula Craig, director of the
church’s Personal Ministries department. “It is
extremely important that they immediately begin
to feel like a part of the church family and
quickly find their place in the service and min-
istry of the church.”

The program is based on a passage in Ellen G.
White’s book Evangelism, where she writes, “After
individuals have been converted to the truth, they
should not be left alone a prey to Satan’s most
powerful temptations ... God requires this church
to nurse those who are young in the faith,” (pp.
351-352).—Connie Mitchell

Southwest Philadelphia Church Hosts Community Mixer
Four blocks of southwest Philadelphia were recently closed to motor traffic and transformed into a festive

arena as the Southwest Philadelphia church hosted its second annual community mixer. This allowed church
members to interact with community members and assess their needs. The church offered HIV testing, blood
pressure checks, and first-time home buyers’ counseling. The Pathfinders displayed their crafts while the drum
corps (below) and drill team performed.

Attendees enjoyed an array of dishes as well as giveaways, and chil-
dren were kept occupied
with games, a bouncer,
face painting, and a
football game. School-
aged children also
received bags filled with
school supplies. 

Southwest church
members are following up
with their neighbors and
plan to become more
involved in their commu-
nity.—Janice D. Jenkins
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Correction: In the November
Exposé, one caption in the
“West Philadelphia Ministers
Through Computer Training”
story identified the man pictured
as Derrick Long. The person in
the photo is actually Keith Bell.
We regret this error.

During a recent Youth Day at Bethel church in Akron, Ohio, the Holy Spirit worked
through the young people to bring 14 to Christ. Under the theme “Joseph the

Dreamer,” the youth participated in all aspects of the service. The youth chorale sang, and
others presented a skit. After special music, 13-year-old Maurice Belle II took the pulpit. 

He delivered a powerful message titled, “From the Pit to the Palace.” Congregants
noted that he possessed a calm and poise well beyond his years. He encouraged the
youth, as well as the adults, to never give up on their dream. He further stated that if God
puts a dream in you, He will fulfill it. The power of God was evident in the message as well
as in the appeal song, “Tomorrow,” which tugged at the heartstrings of the congregation. 

Then Belle appealed for baptism decisions. The Holy Spirit came down in a mighty way as 14 young people and
adults came to the altar, including Belle’s grandmother. Afterward, there was not a dry eye in the sanctuary.

“[Maurice] is an anointed speaker, and I believe there is a serious ministry calling on his life. This is just the begin-
ning of what God has in store for him,” says Pastor Calvin Roberson, who assisted with the sermon. 

14 Accept Christ at Bethel’s Youth Day

NEWS

Berea Church Dedicates New Building
Visitors came from far and near to help Pastor

Jason Ridley and his members celebrate the grand
opening of the Berea church’s two-building complex
in Charleston, W.Va. 

Charlotte L.V. Thoms, Women’s and Disabilities min-

istries director for the Atlantic Union Conference and
Disabilities Ministries coordinator for the North Ameri-
can Division, led the Friday night service. 

On Sabbath Stephen Richardson, administrative
pastor of the Dupont Park church in Washington, D.C.,
spoke during the divine service. The group Restoration
from Ephesus church in Columbus, Ohio, and Henry
Mosley from Washington, D.C., provided the music. 

The actual dedication service took place on Sabbath
afternoon, and former Berea church pastor Derrick Mof-
fett, ThD—current pastor of the Hilltop Community Wor-
ship Center in Columbus—presented the message. Carl
Rogers, special assistant to the conference president,
led members as they dedicated the new building and
rededicated themselves to God. 

A concert choir on Sunday concluded the celebra-
tion and started the church’s two-week “Reclaiming
and Restoring the Family” seminar. 

Dale Wright Memorial Starts Pathfinder Club 
The Dale Wright Memorial church in Germantown,

Ohio, recently started the Spartan Pathfinder Club. The
Spartans held an induction service by candlelight.
Eleven Pathfinders and 11 Adventurers pledged to “do
their best to do their duty.”  

JANUARY 2010
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Dale Wright Memorial Church Commemorates 
50th Anniversary

Members of the Dale Wright Memorial church in Germantown, Ohio,
recently celebrated the 50th anniversary of the groundbreaking for

their current building (see rendering below). The church’s story began when
the first members met in homes in bad weather and under a large tree in
good weather. They soon purchased a tavern, which they converted into
the Berea Chapel and officially organized in 1948. They broke ground on
the current site in 1959, and later renamed the church for their first elected

elder, Dale Wright. 
Today’s members commemo-

rated the faithfulness of the
church’s founders, starting with a
Friday night vespers. Clifford M.
Wright from the Lakewood (Ohio)
church presented a message
titled “We Can’t Come Down.”

On Sabbath morning, current
pastor Stephen E. Brooks taught
Sabbath School, and former Dale

Wright pastor Bryant C. Taylor, DMin, presented the midday sermon. After
the service, the members hosted more than 100 people for dinner. They
ended their celebration with a concert.—Marci Wright

The Wright Family Choir sings during the Sabbath afternoon concert.

A copy of the church’s original drawings.

Gary Nelson and Ron Dickerson provide music.

Spirit is published in the Visitor by the
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Bryant Taylor delivers the Sabbath
sermon.

Clifford Wright, pastor of the Lake-
wood (Ohio) church, speaks for Fri-
day evening service.

It takes all of us—parents, faculty, alumni, constituents, and friends—to provide a Christian education for our
youth. In my short time here at Blue Mountain Academy (BMA), it has become clear to me that we have been

blessed with outstanding support. 
The Berks Regional Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) recently recognized two of

our most ardent supporters. The AFP named Herb and Marilyn Dennison (left), Class of 1967, Outstanding Philan-
thropists for 2009. The AFP works with 30,000 members worldwide to
“advance philanthropy through advocacy, research, education, and certifica-
tion programs.” They recognize those who “change the world with a giving
heart.” The Dennisons were honored at the AFP annual dinner for their finan-
cial contributions to BMA, and for volunteering their time and expertise.

BMA and the youth of Pennsylvania are near and dear to
the hearts of the Dennisons, and the couple want to do all
they can to give this generation of BMA students as good
an experience as they had. Besides volunteering them-
selves, they are encouraging fellow alumni and donors to
join them in funding and volunteering to complete the dorm

bathroom renovations. This tremendous need would not be met without the support of the
Dennisons and others like them. Everyone's help is needed to advance Christian education.

Setting the Standard for Giving Back

Craig Ziesmer
Principal

JANUARY 2010

Despite illness and cancellations, 48 people gave blood at the school’s recent blood drive. A
total of 42 units were collected (28 whole blood, six red blood cells, six platelets, and two

plasma). Knowing it was for a good cause, donors were happy to help:

Campus Family Gives Blood

Principal Craig Ziesmer multi-
tasks while donating platelets
at Blue Mountain Academy’s
most recent blood drive.

Diana Cordero (right, foreground) and Eric
Rorie, both seniors, cheerfully participate in

the school’s recent blood drive.

Nathanael Beisiegel
(’10) smiles as he
finishes his blood
donation.
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Reunions, Recognition, and
Retreats: A Look Back

During the first half of the school year, students, faculty, and staff were
busy with alumni reunions, the BMA Leadership Retreat, Senior Recog-

nition, and more. Below are just a few of the moments that will forever be
etched in our memories:

Seniors Leila Celestin, Nathanael Beisiegel, and Ryan Pajela brainstorm with
freshmen Bruna Barbosa and Andre Salva at the BMA Leadership Retreat.

Maile Hoffman (’12) tutors an elemen-
tary student on Service Day.

Philadelphia Academy alumni and
staff gather for a mini-reunion in
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Communiqué is published in the Visitor 
by Blue Mountain Academy 2363 Moun-
tain Road, Hamburg, PA 19526 ■ Phone:
(610) 562-2291 ■ Fax: (610) 562-8050
bma.us ■ Editor, Kathleen Sutton
E-mail: kathys@bma.us ■ Copy Editor,
Louise Corbin

Seniors are recognized on their spe-
cial weekend.

Caleb Link (’10) performs “O Rest in
the Lord,” a vocal solo by Felix
Mendelssohn, at the vesper program
for Senior Recognition weekend.

BMA pastor Dave Sanner baptizes
Trae Cannonnier (’10) during Senior
Recognition weekend.

Want to get 
BMA News Fast? 
For a detailed schedule 
and up-to-the-minute 
information on news 

and happenings, 
view the calendar online 

at bma.us.

It makes all the difference in the world where a person looks! Keep your eyes on the road 15 feet ahead of your car
and you will drive erratically. Look out 100-200 feet ahead of your car and feel yourself steady at the wheel. There

are times when we need to look away from the immediate and set our gaze on the horizon. Doing this will remind
us that there are more important things going on in the world than what revolves around us.

A friend of mine spends the first 30 minutes in his office each morning in quiet time, where he reads a passage
from his Bible, meditates on it, and then prays. Then he swings his chair around and looks out the window at the
city skyline. This simple practice sets the tone for his day. Things begin to fall into place, fuzzy
thinking disappears, and priorities become clear. He allows nothing to interfere with those first
golden minutes of his business day when he is “alone with God.” This special time makes it possi-
ble for him to face the day’s responsibilities and decisions with maximum efficiency and minimal
fuss. He takes a long look. He has a view! 

One of the greatest challenges any of us face is that of keeping things in perspective. Spend-
ing time each day with God is the secret to seeing the big picture and taking the long view.
Join me in making this a priority in this new year. 

Take a Long Look!

NEWS

Rob Vandeman
President

Berkeley Springs Supper Club Draws Neighbors
The Berkeley Springs (W.Va.) congregation recently

started a supper club to meet people in their community.
According to Lisa Shingleton, the church’s Health Min-
istries leader, the evening includes something for every-
one, beginning with a vegetarian meal prepared by
church members. After supper there is a cooking
demonstration, and participants receive the recipes to
take home. A short workshop follows, and experts
speak on a variety of health topics and natural remedies.

“It’s just incredible how many people are coming in
for this,” said Shingleton. Attendance has grown from
20-30 people when the club started, to as many as 60
adults who bring their children along. She notes that
most regular attendees are visiting from the local com-
munity.—Ruth Wright

Atholton Students Conduct Week of Prayer
Students at Atholton Adventist Academy in Colum-

bia, Md., recently held their own Week of Prayer themed
“Fired Up and Ready to Go!” Members of the school’s
Student Association used young Bible heroes like
Samuel, King Josiah, and David to illustrate the poten-
tial impact of just one person who chooses to follow
God’s will. The stories gave examples of youth who lis-
tened to God’s voice, rose above peer pressure, and
exemplified courage in the face of danger.

“I had a blast playing my guitar for song service,”

said Wesley Carreno, a sophomore who participated as
a worship speaker and song leader. “The little kids
were singing their hearts out. It was really awesome to
hear that.”

JANUARY 2010

First-graders locate Bible verses during a recent student-
led week of prayer at Atholton Adventist Academy in
Columbia, Md.



JANUARY 2010  | 3332 | VISITOR32 | VISITOR

call to South America. 
While there Griffin worked as a

departmental director and president
of the North Coast Mission in Brazil,
and later as president of the
Uruguay Mission. The couple con-
tinued God’s work in Singapore,
where Griffin used his position as
Church Ministries director for the
Far Eastern Division (now Northern
Asia-Pacific Division) to focus on
evangelism and church growth.

Griffin, who holds a Doctor of
Ministry from the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary at

Andrews University (Mich.),
returned to the United States and
held a variety of pastoral and
administrative positions, including
four years as Stewardship director
for the General Conference, and
three years as president of the
Greater New York Conference in the
North American Division. 

In 1997 the Griffins moved back
to the Chesapeake Conference,
where Griffin served as pastor of the
Williamsport (Md.) church before
assuming his current positions in
administration. 

Evelyn Griffin had her own distin-
guished career as an evangelist and
conference departmental director.
For the past 12 years, she has served
as the conference’s Bible worker.

“It’s been an incredible journey,”
Griffin said. “We never dreamed that
we would end up spending a third of
our career in Chesapeake with such
wonderful, dedicated Christians.”

The Griffins plan to remain at
their farm near Smithsburg, Md.,
and look forward to the frequent vis-
its of their four adult children and 14
grandchildren.

Conference Secretary Retires After 48 Years in Ministry

Charles J. Griffin, Chesapeake
Conference executive secretary

and trust officer, retired this month
after more than 48 years of distin-
guished service to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. 

The conference executive com-
mittee accepted Griffin’s decision to
retire and asked that he continue to
serve as association secretary on a
part-time basis. The association is
the corporate entity of the confer-
ence that deals with property man-
agement, building projects, and
other critical business issues.

“Elder Griffin leaves an indelible
mark on the work here in Chesa-
peake,” said Rob Vandeman, con-
ference president. “It has been an
honor to work with him, and I am
so very pleased we will still enjoy
his leadership, albeit, on a more
limited basis.”

Griffin, accompanied by his wife,
Evelyn, came to the conference
from Texas in 1966 to serve as a
pastor in Wilmington, Del. 

Robert H. Pierson, who was
world church president at the 
time, conducted an evangelistic
series in Wilmington and influenced
the Griffins to accept a mission 

Charles Griffin uses the local mode
of transportation in Maranhão, Brazil,
in 1968.
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Charles and Evelyn Griffin, second from right, enjoy a visit with their children,
grandchildren, and Charles’ parents.

Go Ye and Tell Your World” that Jesus is coming again is Mountain View Conference’s focus in 2010 and
beyond. I want to encourage each member to attend local church meetings and become a part of this great

commission.
Through newly trained missionary Bible workers, each church is developing a strong Bible study emphasis to

prepare for upcoming public evangelistic meetings. Outreach leadership teams are leading the way by systemati-
cally dividing their communities into local mission fields. Trained ShareHim speakers will hold reaping meetings in
the spring and fall. They are the hands, feet, and lips of Jesus.

God is moving! We are seeing the fulfillment of what will happen when lay members, conference administrators,
pastors, and teachers are united in telling others about the love of Jesus. Notice Jesus’ challenge in Matthew to bathe
our united efforts in prayer, “Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest’” (Matt.
9:37-38, NKJV).

Mountain View pastors have been strongly encouraged to dedicate the month of January to
revival and commitment. During this time, each member will be given opportunities to reach up
and renew their relationship with Jesus as they prepare to reach out to others and reach across to
fellow church members. I invite each of you to unite in prayer—earnestly petitioning God to work
on your heart, call more laborers, and bless Mountain View with a large harvest of souls for
the kingdom.

United in Sharing Him

Once timid and shy, Steve and Regina Boyce (right) of the Fair-
mont (W.Va.) church are now openly proclaiming the good news

of salvation. 
The couple was baptized in 2007 after attending the “Israel in

Prophecy” meetings. It only took a few presentations for them to
know they had found the truth. They started studying more and real-
ized they had to share this knowledge with others. However, they
didn’t know how to give Bible studies.

Encouraged by their church family, they signed up for a Mission-
ary Bible Worker training weekend. At the training, they learned to
give Bible studies and get the whole church involved in a prayer sys-
tem called the Salvation Tree. 

Churches with the Salvation Tree place leaves on an illustration of
a tree with the names of those they want to give Bible studies. The
church prays for them, and, as the requests turn to actual Bible stud-
ies, they change the leaf to a flower. When the person is baptized,
the flower becomes a fruit.

To those who are hesitant, Regina says, “Take that leap of faith.
My faith and trust in God is so much stronger now because I took
that leap.” She has four active Bible studies. 

“Reaching heaven along with all our friends and neighbors, that’s
what we want!” Steve says. “We are so thankful for the opportunities
we’ve had to learn so that we can share the good news with others!”

JANUARY 2010

Larry Boggess
President

Fairmont Members Laud Bible Study Training
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them previously. My meetings were
just a tip of the iceberg. We have to
reach out and get to know individu-
als in our communities so that when
the time is right, they can make the
decision to follow the promptings of
the Holy Spirit.”

Prayer Directs Four to Join Summersville Church

Lord, I know you want them here.
Where are they?” thought Elaine

Buchanan, speaker for the recent
“Hope in a Dying World” evangelism
meetings at the Summersville
(W.Va.) church. 

Throughout the series 13 visitors
had attended regularly, but as
Buchanan got up to speak on the
closing Sabbath, four were not there.
She petitioned God during her open-
ing prayer, “There are four people,
Lord, that are absent. Bring them.” 

While she was still praying, one,
Phil Fogelman came through the
door. She thanked God in her
prayer, and as she was thanking
Him, two others, Herbert and Judy
Chaffin, came in together. Then in
another five minutes, Sharon Moses,
the fourth person, came through the
door. (Moses later said that God told
her to “go to church.” She said, “Let

me get a shower first,” but God
responded, “No, go now.”) 

“I was ecstatic!” Buchanan
exclaimed. “I know that God
answered my prayer right there, and
the whole church got to witness it!”

As she closed her message, six
people came forward and asked for
baptism, including the aforemen-
tioned four. 

She added, “These decisions are
a result of the Summersville church
family studying and working with

Pastor Jimmy Buchanan rejoices with
Diane Nichols at her baptism. January

11 Education Leadership 
Summit, Clarksburg (W.Va.)
Church

11-13 Pastors Retreat, Valley Vista
Adventist Center, Huttonsville
W.Va.

13 Camp Management 
Committee, Valley Vista

22-24 Pathfinder Winter Camp 
Valley Vista

25 Executive Committee Meeting
Conference Office

February
5-7 Adventist Youth Winter 

Festival, Valley Vista
28 Lay Advisory, Fairmont (W.Va.)

Church

March
1 Curriculum Committee/

Teachers In-Service 
8 Executive Committee/

Financial Review, 
Conference Office

From left to right: Elaine Buchanan, Phil Fogelman, Sharon Moses, Cathy
DeMoss, Diane Nichols, and Judy and Herbert Chaffin. 

Mountain View
EVENTS
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This year’s camp meeting
is a week earlier than
usual. Mountain View Con-
ference Camp Meeting will
be June 11-19 at Valley
Vista Adventist Center in
Huttonsville, W.Va.

Mark Your Calendars

Herbert and Judy Chaffin were 
married on Friday and baptized on
Sabbath morning.

Anew year! A new life! New mercies each day! This year presents new opportunities to serve God and take care
of your loved ones. It is also a new invitation to evaluate the quality of your stewardship. I praise the Lord for

you dear members and your faithfulness. Thanks to you, the New Jersey Conference is bigger, healthier, and
stronger in fulfilling its mission. 

However, there are some “potentially faithful members” whose priorities do not include faithfulness in all aspects
of stewardship. Think of the impact on the mission of the church in New Jersey if all members were 100 percent
faithful in returning their tithes and offerings. Imagine the blessings we would receive in all areas of ministry as well
as in our personal lives!

This new year, “Return Unto Me” is still God’s invitation to you. Our caring Creator is the God of new begin-
nings. His mercies are new each morning.

It is easy to get distracted, to forget about God, your family, your church, and the community where you live. Do
you have time to play with your children? Is your Bible covered with dust? Are you spending time
with your family in daily devotions? Are you mindful of your marriage vows? Do you have time or
resources for the things that have real value, and will last for eternity? Do you have an unselfish
spirit that permits you to enjoy contributing to the advancement of God’s work?

The New Year is a good time to reconsider your actions, return to the right path, and become a
good steward. Do not be content with just being OK. Be the best you can be!

Hear the Lord’s words: “Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordi-
nances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you ...” (Mal. 3:7).

Return Unto Me

José H. Cortés
President

JANUARY 2010

New Jersey Conference president José H. Cortés announced “Return Unto
Me: Living a Life of Stewardship” as the conference’s theme for 2010. Three

years ago when Cortés became president, he developed the Five Pillars of
prayer, Bible study, evangelism, stewardship, and family as an expression of his

vision for the conference during this quinquennium.
In 2008 the theme was Bible study and a daily Bible
reading guide was distributed to every member. The
year 2009 emphasized family life, and couples
renewed their wedding vows during camp meeting. 

“Too often we think of stewardship as involving
only our faithfulness in returning tithe and offerings.
Stewardship is more than just our money and pos-
sessions,” Cortés says.

As Leonel Pottinger (left), the conference’s Stew-
ardship director, explains, “Stewardship is a lifestyle
issue and involves every part of our lives such as
finances, family, physical health, spiritual health,

and how we spend our time each day.” 
G. Edward Reid, North American Division Stewardship director, will bring home the message of stewardship

as camp meeting speaker this year (June 12).
“Given the current financial crises in America, it is good that we focus our attention on stewardship and the

promises that God has given to bless those who honor Him,” Cortés says.

Conference Launches Stewardship Emphasis
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Mount Holly Church Members Teach Health at the Mall

Members from the Mount Holly church recently spent time at their local
mall spreading the gospel of health to shoppers. Held at the Burling-

ton Mall in Burlington, members set up booths at an empty retail space.
Each booth featured a letter of the NEWSTART (nutrition, exercise, water,
sunlight, temperance, air, rest, and trust in God) health program. Participant
Jane Oswari reports that some 80 people stopped by their booths. 

dedication service and noted that
Seventh-day Adventists are now
better equipped to help others in
times of need.

For more information on becom-
ing part of the disaster response
team, or to register for training, con-
tact Claudia Ramirez at (609) 707-
6416 or email her at CARami4144
@aol.com. The next available disas-
ter response training will be April
23-25 at the Tranquil Valley Retreat
Center in Tranquility.

In times of emergency, New Jersey
Conference members will be able

to help respond to disaster. The
conference recently dedicated a 6-
foot by 16-foot trailer (below) to be
used to set up and distribute emer-
gency supplies. With the capacity to
haul 4,000 pounds of equipment,
the trailer will be outfitted with
shelving, an emergency generator,
portable stove, computers and
printers, tables and other equip-
ment that will be used in setting up
collection centers, multi-agency

warehouses, and emergency distri-
bution centers. 
    José H. Cortés, conference
president, prayed at the trailer’s

Children from the Mount Holly church hold high each letter of the NEWSTART
health program for passersby at a local mall.

January
6-9 Stewardship Emphasis

Weekend 
15-17 Youth/Pathfinder Leadership

Convention, Tranquil Valley
Retreat Center (TVRC)

22–24 Spanish Ministries 
Convention, TVRC

February
3-6 Stewardship Emphasis

Weekend
5-7 Adventurers and Children’s

Ministries Leadership 
Convention, TVRC

6-13 Christian Home and Marriage
Emphasis Week 

19-21 English Ministries 
Convention, TVRC

27 New Jersey Conference
Orchestra Annual Classical
Concert

March
6 Women’s Day of Prayer 
10-13 Stewardship Emphasis

Weekend 

Tom Dunham, pastor of the Mount
Holly church, talks to a young shop-
per about the importance of trusting
in God for optimal health.
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Disaster Response Team: Ken
Varga, Central New Jersey Disaster
Response coordinator; Pastor Mike
Gill, Adventist Community Services
director for the New Jersey Confer-
ence; and Claudia Ramirez, New Jer-
sey Conference Disaster Response
coordinator 

The Worthington Seventh-day Adventist Church and Wor-
thington Adventist Academy (WAA) were well represented

at the Worthington mayor’s Interfaith Prayer Breakfast. Mayor
Harvey S. Minton invited Worthington member Allan R. Buller
to be the main speaker at the annual event, which also fea-
tured readings from the Talmud, Quran, Sikh holy book, and
Old and New Testaments.  

In his address, “My Journey of Faith,” Buller, former CEO of
Worthington Foods, Inc., shared experiences from his days as a
World War II Army supply sergeant, as well as from his 53-year
career with Worthington Foods, interweaving them with per-
sonal stories of faith tested, risks taken, and prayers answered.

Loren Seibold, Worthington church pastor, offered one of
the morning’s prayers, after which students from WAA
shared The Lord’s Prayer in six languages. WAA is a small,
diverse school with children who speak Spanish, French,
Korean, Portuguese, Shona, and other languages at
home.—Suzy Juarros

Worthington Members Participate in Prayer Breakfast

Worthington church members have embraced the
economic downturn as an opportunity to serve

those in great need of God’s healing compassion.
The church has formed the newest chapter of the

Scioto Ridge Job Networking Group (SRJNG). SRJNG
is a faith-based, community-focused, networking group
for midcareer professionals in job transition. Their pri-
mary goal is to help members expand their network of
business contacts in order to discover job opportuni-
ties. They do this via bimonthly meetings at the Wor-
thington church. During these meetings, members hear

guest speakers
who are experts
in their fields, net-
work with other
SRJNG members
and sponsors,
and receive tips
and advice on
various job-
seeking tools. 

“Volunteering
at the SRJNG has
been an extraordi-

nary experience for
me; from the first
time I visited one of
the other chapters
… I was deeply
touched and yet
inspired at the
same time,”
explains Mary Fran
Sciulli. 

There is also a
spiritual compo-
nent that is
provided for mem-
bers, many of
whom come to the
group discouraged, heavy-hearted, and in real need of
emotional and spiritual support. The meetings provide
motivation and inspiration through prayer, testimonials,
and Christ-centered presentations. 

The Worthington chapter meets the first and third
Wednesday of every month. For more information about
this group, call the church office at (614) 885-7812 or
visit srjng.com.—Laura Hanley
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Mary Fran Sciulli serves snacks to
attendees at a networking meeting
hosted by the Worthington church.

Worthington church members have
recently opened their doors to job
seekers looking for networking
opportunities.

Worthington Church Members Help Job Seekers

Suzy Juarros, principal of Worthington Adventist
Academy, and her students meet with The Honorable
Harvey S. Minton, Worthington mayor.

New Trailer Equips Conference to
Respond to Disaster
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list is nearly four months, although
some exceptions have been made
for emergency situations. 

In 2008 alone, more than 19,000
individuals accessed many of
GNH’s services.  

In early 2007, two graduate
research assistants conducted a
major needs assessment. It
included interviews with many civic
leaders and health professionals
throughout the area. The interviews
indicated that no other agency in
the metro area was providing a den-
tal clinic, and there was a strong
consensus that GNH should expand
its services in this area. 

“We could never do what we do
without our volunteers,” explained
Tiffany Collie, development director.
“We have 250 active volunteers who
range from 2 to 95 years old. They
are the heart and backbone of
Good Neighbor House.”

Dave Hutman, pastor of the Still-
water church in Vandalia, has volun-

teered at GNH from the beginning.
“Helping others is what we are called
to do,” he said. “It’s really cool that
we’ve gotten this funding. It’s really
exciting how the place has grown to
become a significant provider of
human services in Dayton.” 

Dayton area churches, such as
Beaver Creek, Centerville, Ethan
Temple, Hillcrest, Kettering, Miamis-
burg, New Carlisle, and Stillwater,
continue to support GNH. Adventist
doctors and dentists have played a
key role in the dental, medical, and
optical clinics it offers. Other
denominations also regularly pro-
vide volunteers and funding to
GNH. In addition to the clinic, GNH
provides basic social services,
health and wellness education, and
spiritual care.

For more information on GNH,
email tiffany.collie@goodneighbor-
house.org, or call (937) 224-3003,
ext. 107.—Monte Sahlin

Grant Allows Good Neighbor House to Expand Services

Good Neighbor House (GNH) in
Dayton, Ohio, was recently

awarded its first government grant
from the Montgomery County
Human Services Levy to expand its
dental clinic. GNH will receive
$79,130 this year and a minimum of
$121,000 in 2011.

Opened in 1994, GNH has pro-
vided a dental clinic for more than
a decade to meet the needs of
those in the Dayton metro area
without dental coverage. Volunteer
dentists staff the clinic, which was
previously open two evenings a
week. The grant allows GNH to
add three afternoons of services.
The need for this kind of care has
become more and more pro-
nounced as employers trim back
health benefits and as unemploy-
ment in Dayton grows. The waiting

Dave Hutman, pastor of the Stillwater
church, was on the planning team at
Good Neighbor House’s inception
and remains a committed volunteer.
Here he mans the grill at the annual
volunteer picnic. 

Bryan Nickell, DDS, a member of the
Middletown church, works on a
patient while Darlene Wallace, a mem-
ber of the Kettering church, assists.  

Mary Ehlers, a member of the Center-
ville church, assists a client at the
Good Neighbor House. GNH also
offers food pantry services, clothing,
household, and furniture items. 
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Anybody can have a church, but as Seventh-day Adventists, we are called to be different. Anyone can believe in
spiritual themes, but we are called to be different. Anyone can preach the gospel, but we are called to be differ-

ent and to present the gospel in a new light. Anyone can gather on the weekend for a worship service, but we are
called to be different. 

We are presenting the eternal gospel in light of God’s last message of invitation, of loyalty to heaven’s govern-
ment, and of the warning of false worship. We are to let this message of the fullness of Christ for these times trans-
form us into a healthy, reproducing body of Christ. And as we have the fullness of Christ’s love in
every part of our lives, we will want others to experience the richness we have found. 

Sharing the full gospel is the mission of the Pennsylvania Conference. In the urgency of these
times people need to experience the realness of God’s Word in a church family that has the heart,
mind, and attitude of Jesus in all that we say and do. Our full Seventh-day Adventist message is
to lead us to make Jesus Christ so attractive, that people are not just warned about the end of
time, but that they will want to follow Christ in every way because love for Him compels us
to give Him our all. That is our mission. 

Our Mission Calls Us To Be Different

Ray Hartwell
President

The Chambersburg church recently welcomed more
than 200 guests to their first Light the Night Safe

Zone Block Party. Six thousand plus watts of light
(sponsored by the Blue Ridge Summit division of IESI
Landfill) literally pushed back the darkness.

Parents and children enjoyed eight Bible-themed
carnival games. Members of the Chambersburg Cava-
liers Pathfinder Club manned the game stations. Church
members Greg Rockwell and Ann Hockensmith prayed
with kids and adults at the prayer tent. Sherri Tucker
and Beckie Carbaugh painted faces at the Creation Sta-
tion while, at the craft table, Pam Carbaugh helped 40
kids make pumpkin picture frames or key chains that
said, “Let the light of Jesus shine.” Chester Fox, Steven
Fox, Perry Carbaugh, Sue Rice, and Rick Straley served
snacks and beverages throughout the night.

Two officers from the Franklin County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment opened their police cruisers and allowed kids to sit
in the front. Live Out Loud (right), a band of four junior
high school students, played music for the crowd. 

While every child received treats when they left, the

first 108 children received candy bags that included a
new Bible with an invitation to Sabbath School. One
mother, so happy that each of her children now had
their very own Bible, was near tears. Many parents
asked for information about the Pathfinder and Adven-
turer clubs.—DeAnn Straley
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Chambersburg Church Lights the Night

Pennsylvania Conference Mission Statement
Vibrant and loving congregations, spreading the everlasting gospel (Revelation 14), 

fostering a climate of spiritual renewal, healthy congregations, 
and equipping members for ministry.
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Conference Staff Says Goodbye

sin,” said Ray Hartwell, conference
president.

The Pelleys look forward to mov-
ing close to their daughter and
grandchildren in Wisconsin.

Conference staff
also said farewell
to Ralph Reifsny-
der who worked as
conference auditor
for 15 years, work-
ing with and assist-
ing local churches

and their treasurers.
“I am impressed with Ralph’s

love for his work, his dedication,
and his nurturing, friendly way of
working with others,” said Ron
Christman, conference treasurer.
Reifsnyder lives in the Reading area
and is a member of the Kenhorst
Boulevard church.

The Pennsylvania Conference
office staff recently celebrated

the retirement of Judy Pelley
(below). Serving in the registrar’s
offices at both Washington Adven-
tist University in
Takoma Park, Md.,
and Atlantic Union
College (Mass.),
Pelley has worked
for the denomina-
tion for 22 years.
Most recently she
served as the administrative assis-
tant for the Pennsylvania Confer-
ence president. 

“Judy’s dedication to the Lord’s
work and her skills have contributed
immensely to the mission of Penn-
sylvania, and we wish her and her
husband, Lester, every blessing of
the Lord as they move to Wiscon-

January
8-10 Pathfinder Executive Council
14-17 Blue Mountain Academy

Pennsylvania Mission Trip
22-23 Hispanic Elders Retreat,

Blue Mountain Academy
29-31 Pathfinder Winter Retreat

Laurel Lake Camp

February
12-14 Youth Spiritual Retreat

Blue Mountain Academy
26-28 Hispanic Lay Festival, Carlisle
26-28 Marriage Retreat, Reading
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Forty years ago, the faithful church members of the Grand Rapids Central Seventh-day Adventist Church
invested their lives and finances into a dysfunctional, financially-challenged family of seven. Their evangelism

strategy was to enroll the four oldest children into the local Adventist school. They knew the message of Jesus
would be taught every day to the children and would plant the seed of the gospel story into the heart of the family.
They knocked on the door and requested permission to educate the children. Reluctant and embarrassed to have
to accept their financial assistance, permission was granted. 

I am so grateful for those in that community who saw value in my family. The teachers shared Jesus, and Jesus
entered our home. What a difference He has made! Habits of this world were tossed away. The Bible and other
Christian literature entered the home. My parents were baptized and joined that fellowship of believers. Love and
commitment entered our home—best illustrated by my parents coming from multiple marriages to celebrating 50
years together this month! Yes, I am an Adventist today because of a church community and their
support and belief in Adventist education. 

It was this type of passion for children that changed the course of my family and, more specifi-
cally, my life. Adventist education should mean more to us than quality academics or a nice pri-
vate school. Our schools ought to be a statement to our communities of our love for children and
our desire to have them connected to Jesus. Adventist education is not a sacrifice—it is an invest-
ment in the lives of others. I encourage you to contact your local school or pastor and
inquire how you can get involved in changing a life for Jesus.

How Adventist Education Changed My Future

Three teachers and two pastors were recognized at
Potomac Conference’s Pastors and Teachers Conven-

tion held in Williamsburg, Va. 
In early 2009, conference president Bill Miller was

impressed with the idea to recognize employees who qui-
etly went about their business, and did it with a passion
and dedication. 

The names of several teachers and pastors stood out
amongst their peers: Velda Ruby, from John Nevins Andrews School in Takoma
Park, Md.; Joy Jackson from Tidewater Adventist Academy in Virginia Beach, Va.;
Matt James (above) of Vienna Adventist Academy in Vienna, Va.; and pastors
James Brown of the Seabrook church in Lanham, Md., and Elvio Soto of the Sil-
ver Spring (Md.) Spanish church and Falls Church Spanish and Culmore Spanish
churches in Falls Church, Va. 

The stories of these extraordinary
workers were presented on video at the
convention. Matt James was particularly touched and visibly moved by
the video of  his eldest daughter, who shared her admiration for him.  She
will return from Iraq this month. 

With so many deserving people to choose from, this was a very special
way to show appreciation. 
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Bill Miller, conference president, presents an award of recognition to Velda
Ruby, a teacher at John Nevins Andrews School.

Jorge A. Ramirez, vice president
for administration, congratulates
James Brown, pastor for nurture
at Seabrook church.

Keith Hallam
Vice President for Education

Conference Recognizes Teachers, Pastors
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ogy classrooms and offices, and a
state-of-the-art fire alarm system
was installed. 

The school installed new ceil-
ings and lighting in several class-
rooms and built new administrative
offices. A new heating/cooling sys-
tem is now in the works. 

The academic program has
been enhanced with additional
honors and Advanced Placement
courses. A new partnership with

nearby Washington Adventist Uni-
versity allows TA’s students to
simultaneously earn up to 20 col-
lege credits while completing their
high school requirements. With a
firm commitment to academic
excellence, the curriculum is being

designed to meet ACT college-
readiness standards. 

“It is our desire to partner with
families to provide a quality Chris-
tian education for our students,”
explains David Daniels (right), the-
new principal. “This part of their
success journey is vital to who they
will become in the future. Our goal
is to develop leaders of integrity for
this world and eternity. 

“We do not believe that Adven-
tists should have to make the
choice between academic excel-
lence and spirituality. As an institu-
tion ordained by Christ, and repre-
sentatives of His church, we have
no option but to provide both,”
Daniels concludes. 

Takoma Academy Stays, Renovates Campus

After many conversations about
the possible relocation of

Takoma Academy, the Board of
Trustees, under the leadership of
Bill Miller, made a commitment to
remain in Takoma Park, Md. This
renewed commitment sparked a
revitalization program that has led
to significant modifications. 

An ongoing, million-dollar reno-
vation of the physical plant began
last April. The classroom and office

windows have been replaced with
energy efficient Thermopane win-
dows, three sections of the roof
were reconstructed and the exte-
rior painted. More than 60,000 feet
of new wiring has been installed
for a new network system/Internet
connection, 50 new computers
have been placed in the technol-
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Awise person once asked, “Would you rather have me be nice or real?” That is a tough question, and one many
of us frequently encounter. This is especially true in our culture today where political correctness and situational

ethics are emphasized. The lines get blurred between letting everything pass as “OK” and the desire to draw clear
lines on issues. We want to be honest but we don’t know how anymore. 

I realized that unfortunately, “nice” is frequently not the same as “loving.” So, I would like to propose a rewrite of
the above question: “I will be loving and real with you, please be the same with me.” Christ was
very honest about what was and was not true as He dealt with a variety of people during His min-
istry. He was always loving in His rebukes (although the statement itself seems paradoxical to us
today). The challenge for us as teachers, parents, mentors, and humans is to be real with those
around us just as Jesus was real. He was “real” in a loving way. The late Randy Pausch, a Carnegie
Mellon University professor, wrote, “You may not want to hear it, but your critics are often the ones
telling you they still love you and care about you, and want to make you better” (The Last
Lecture, p. 37). What better way is there to say “I love you” than to be real?

Showing Real Love As Jesus Did

Carrie Hess 
High School Vice Principal

Nearly 90 grandparents of students at Spencerville
Adventist Academy received a special welcome at

the school’s 12th annual Grandparents’ Day. After visit-
ing their grandchildren’s classrooms to see the students
in action, grandparents were treated to refreshments.

They also enjoyed a musical concert featuring the ele-
mentary, middle, and high school choirs; high school
bells; and middle and high school bands. This annual
event draws grandparents from across the country. 
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Sharon Noble embraces her grandson,
Grady Noble, a Pre-K student. “I liked
having Gram come to my class and
showing her the painting I made. I
hope she comes again!” he exclaimed. 

Grandparents See Students in Action

Connor Esveld, a Pre-K student,
proudly shows off his artwork.

High school choir members Amber
Dahabura, Kaitlyn Calhoun, and
Michelle Froom share their vocal tal-
ents with visiting grandparents.
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completed the concrete floor and
the metal frame. Our job was to lay
the 26,000 bricks that the village
workers had made. I worked mainly
with the concrete blocks for the
auditorium. In spite of the hard
work, I had a lot of fun. I really
enjoyed seeing the progress we
made everyday. I even met and got
to know several of the local work-

ers. I was surprised to find out that
they are very similar to us and are
very hardworking people. I learned
that even though they worked six
days a week, they only earned the
equivalent of US$7.50.

Building that school secured the
future for hundreds of children,
whose only hope of getting out of
poverty is an education. Encourag-
ing healthy habits and abstinence is
also key in improving their quality of
life.

The children I met made the
biggest impression on me. One
afternoon I joined part of our group
in distributing the school supplies I
had brought. They were so happy. I
was truly in awe of how polite and
respectful these children were. It
made an impression on me that will
never be forgotten. I was really
happy to do something for them.

Starting a work that will continue
for years to come, and knowing that
I had a part in improving children’s
lives, is very satisfying. I would
absolutely recommend going on a
mission trip. I truly believe this
experience will stay with me for the
rest of my life.—Mark Dodge (’12)

Fulfilling My Dream of Mission

Iam a sophomore at Spencerville
Adventist Academy. I was privi-

leged to fulfill a long-time dream
when I was chosen by my school to
go on a North American Division-
organized mission trip to Maluti
Adventist Hospital in Lesotho.

Our group was to build a new
elementary school. A previous
group had come before us and

The author lays bricks to build an ele-
mentary school in the African country
of Lesotho. 

A new elementary school building will
help relieve overcrowding at the exist-
ing school on the campus of Maluti
Adventist Hospital.
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Academy Day
Planned 

for February

Don’t miss Spencerville 
Adventist Academy’s
annual Academy Day,

Wednesday, February 3,
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

This is your opportunity to:
Check out the school

Compete for scholarships
Meet the teachers

Make some new friends

They will even treat you to lunch!
RSVP by 

January 29 to Heidi Wetmore at
(301) 421-9101,

ext. 100, or
hwetmore@spencerville.org.

Mark Dodge (right), a Spencerville Adventist Academy student, embraces new
friends made on the mission trip.

“… and please be with the missionaries in Africa and around the world …”
This line was frequently in my prayers as I grew up. During those years, I never dreamed that I would have the

opportunity to fulfill that prayer and be a missionary in Africa. However, I was recently among a group of 16 who
volunteered in the south African country of Lesotho.

This trip was a part of the North American Division’s Office of
Education project to raise money for and build an elementary school
on the grounds of Maluti Adventist Hospital. Three students from
Pine Forge Academy in Pottstown, Pa., and Shenandoah Valley
Academy (SVA), and one from Spencerville Adventist Academy in
Silver Spring, Md., joined forces with three students from the
Atlantic Union, one from the Southwestern Union, and five adults.

When we arrived, we found a very large work site with a variety of
jobs. Our group quickly jumped into scraping and cleaning bricks,
as well as painting various forms of steel that would be used. Soon

we were laying brick and assisting
in the block laying and with the roof.
Looking at the old school, it was
clear to see that enrollment at the
school was greater than the space,
and the classrooms—while clean
and efficient—were also quite
crowded. The new building will pro-
vide spacious classrooms,
improved restroom facilities, better
office space, and a large auditorium
for recreation and programs. 

While the work was hard and the
hours were long, the rewards were
huge. It did not take long for cama-

raderie to develop among the students from the different schools. They
also got to know many of the young men and ladies who were studying at
the nursing school at Maluti. 

The difference we made in the completion of the
school was stunning and rewarding. However, the differ-
ence that has been made in our hearts and lives is even
more stunning and has changed each of us for the better. 
That is why I thank the Lord for those missionaries.

Who Me? A Missionary?

 www. s henandoahva l l e y a c ademy. o r g

S H E N A N D O A H  VA L L E Y  A C A D E M Y

HAPPENINGS
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Spencer Hannah
Principal

Spencer Hannah, SVA principal,
works on the roof of a new school in
Lesotho.

Mackenzie Sweeney (’11), Seth
Guldin (’11), and Janice Cosme (’10)
get ready to work.

Seth Guldin (’11) lays bricks at a school build-
ing site in Lesotho.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Financial Workshops Offered
Families seeking financial assis-

tance for their student to attend
Shenandoah Valley Academy can
attend one of several upcoming
financial aid workshops. Parents will
learn how to receive worthy student
funds and other aid. The Sunday
workshops will be held: 

January 31 at Ledo Restaurant
in Adelphi, Md., at 2 p.m.

February 14 at SVA at 12:30
p.m. in the Student Center

February 28 at Vienna Adventist
Academy in Vienna, Va., at 10 a.m.

February 28 at Olney Prepara-
tory School in Olney, Md., at 1 p.m.

April 11 at SVA at 3:30 p.m. in
the auditorium

To RSVP, call (540) 740-2221 or
email eva.hannah@sva-va.org.

Alumni Have Multiple Reunion
Opportunities

All former SVA students and staff
are also invited to the following
reunions:

Riverside, Calif., at the Old
Spaghetti Factory, Saturday, Janu-
ary 23, 6 p.m.

Candler, N.C., at The Farm Party
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five groups, consisting of four to
five teams each. Each group visited
a local public school where they
performed and, at times, shared the
gospel of Jesus. 

The Acrostars were a part of the
group led by Andrews University, and
performed at the Keene High School.
During a special Friday evening pro-
gram, several gymnastics attendees
were baptized. The weekend con-
cluded Saturday night with a three-
hour performance by all 23 teams. 

“We all left blessed and thankful
to be a part of a wonderful weekend
where we were able to reach others
for Christ,” said Jonathan Borne,
SVA’s gymnastics coach. 

Gymnastics Team Joins 22 Schools for Fellowship

The SVA Acrostars gymnastics
team recently joined 22 teams

and more than 700 gymnasts for
Acrofest 2009, held at Southwest-
ern Adventist University (SWAU) in
Texas. Gymnasts enjoyed fellow-
ship, fun, and, most importantly, a
better understanding of mission
outreach. 

On the first night, the teams
were welcomed at a special wor-
ship program. The teams spent the
next day learning and practicing
new gymnastics skills at various
locations around SWAU. On Friday
a special outreach into the commu-
nity was arranged. 

The teams were split into four to

To RSVP, email jan.osborne
@sva-va.org or call (540) 740-2202. 

Barn, Friday, February 19, 6 p.m. 
Go to thefarmpartybarn.com for
directions.

Chattanooga, Tenn., at Abuelo’s
Mexican Food Embassy, Sunday,
February 21, 1 p.m.

Collegedale, Tenn., at Southern
Adventist University for young
alumni, Sunday, February 21, 6 p.m.

Potomac Conference Camp
Meeting at SVA in Hewitt Hall, Fri-
day, June 18, 6 p.m. 

 

  

HAPPENINGS

Members of SVA’s Acrostars 
perform at a gathering of more than
700 gymnasts.
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DC Area Alumni Invited to Visit
All former SVA students and staff are invited to an alumni gathering at

Ledo Restaurant in Adelphi, Md., Sunday, January 31, from 3-5 p.m. This is
a come-and-go event. Come and enjoy an afternoon of food and fellowship
with SVA alumni and friends. To RSVP, call (540) 740-2202, or email
jan.osborne@sva-va.org.

We were thrilled to have you and the musical groups perform at Petersburg and Patterson Avenue [churches] in
Richmond [Va.].” Thus began an email from an alumna following a recent performance by the university’s

New England Youth Ensemble and Columbia Collegiate Chorale.
She continued, “I received many appreciative comments, and some of our musical folks were thrilled beyond

words at the professional quality of the chorale and ensemble. We realize that the high performance quality comes
after many long hours of practice, practice, and more practice. Thanks to [Dr. James Bingham] and Dr. Virginia-Gene
Rittenhouse for going the extra mile to instill not only a love of music, but also the musical ethic of perfection.”

That ethic of perfection, whether in music performance, academic instruction, or customer service, is our top
goal at Washington Adventist University (WAU). However, our professional diligence in attempting
to offer the highest quality educational experience is only a part of what makes WAU the perfect
place to study. 

Just as spiritual perfection comes only through Christ, it is only with His full involvement in our
professional lives that the faculty, staff, and administrators of the university can attain the excel-
lence our students deserve.

Nurturing this key relationship with Christ is the foundation of my New Year’s resolution
for perfection at Washington Adventist University.

My New Year’s Resolution? Perfection!

Weymouth Spence
President

Grammar tips, writing guidelines, and the functions of
social media punctuated the WAU Department of

English’s Writers Conference for academy students.
More than 40 students took part in the three-day confer-
ence, traveling from Highland View, Blue Mountain,
Shenandoah Valley, and Takoma academies. The confer-
ence opened with an open-mic poetry and music per-
formance, which featured both WAU and visiting stu-

dents such as
Katie Garman,
Isaac Suh, Jordan
Correces, ReJena
Whiting, and
Paige Burnett.

Meeting high-
lights included
WAU Professor
Michela Costello's
workshop “More
Than a Visitor,”
Towson University
assistant profes-
sor Stacy Spauld-
ing’s “How to

Write Award-Winning Stories,” and the Shakespeare
Theatre Company’s character exploration workshop. 

Celeste Ryan Blyden, Visitor editor and publisher, also

presented a semi-
nar highlighting
the many ways
the Seventh-day
Adventist Church
uses technology,
i.e. Twitter and
Facebook, to
communicate
with its various
publics.

Debbie Brown,
conference host
and English pro-
fessor, hoped that
the students
found the confer-
ence interesting and thought-provoking. “Our church and
community need these young women and men to reach
out in thoughtful, current, and sophisticated ways to
contemporary audiences,” said Brown, who also serves
as director of the WAU Writing Center and is the English
Pre-Law advisor. 

“These young people have the intellect, imagination,
skills, and passion to communicate Christian values and
hopes to 21st century audiences,” she concluded.
—Tanisha Greenidge
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40 Academy Students Attend Writing Conference

Michela Costello, WAU writing and
English education methods teacher,
presents “Being More Than a Visitor:
Exploring a Passion for Poetry.” 

A representative from the Shake-
speare Theatre Company leads ice-
breakers and improvisation games
with conference attendees.
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY OFFERING   

Imagine Your World Without It
www.libertymagazine.org

Protecting

IN THE WORKPLACE

J A N U A R Y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 0 

The piece
examines the
role of the
American Sen-
tinel, the
denomination’s
first religious
liberty periodi-
cal, and Liberty’s predecessor. 

Daniel Lau, DMA, (assistant profes-
sor of Music) performed a solo

piano concert
as part of the
Music at Col-
lege of Notre
Dame Series
in Baltimore at
which he pre-
miered six of

12 James Lee III preludes—a work
by the renowned contemporary,
Adventist composer. 

Michael Kulakov, DPhil, (associate
professor of Religion) submitted a
chapter for the new book Festschrift
for Jan Paulsen. The chapter is
titled “Thinking Ahead: Liberal Arts
Education and the Future of Adven-
tist Mission.”

Gina Brown, PhD, (School of Health
Professions,
Science and
Wellness dean)
has written
three articles
for LEAD mag-
azine titled
“Leading to
Follow,” “When Worship Becomes a
Witness,” and “Junk Food Cancers.” 

Vesa Naukkarinen, MS, (Depart-
ment of Health, Wellness and Physi-
cal Education chair) has been recer-
tified through the National Strength
and Conditioning Association as a
Certified Strength and Conditioning
Specialist. He is also working on a
research project exploring “Health-
Related Fitness of Secondary Edu-

cation Students in Finland and in
the United States.” 

Bernice DeShay, MPH, (assistant
professor of Nursing) is conducting
courses in the community on cancer
and hypertension prevention.
Called, PLUS 15, the seminars are
patterned after the book that she
has co-authored with the same title.

Zdravko “Zack” Plantak, chair of
the Department of Religion and
president of the Adventist Society
for Religious Studies (ASRS) deliv-
ered a presi-
dential
address titled
“Adventism
and the Heal-
ing of the
Nations: The
Role of the
Church in the
Public Square” at a joint session of
the ASRS and the Adventist Theo-
logical Society. 

Faculty Share Expertise at Home and Abroad

In addition to teaching and mentor-
ing students, WAU faculty mem-

bers actively share their wealth of
knowledge and expertise outside
the campus. Here are just a few of
the many activities they’ve partici-
pated in this academic year:

Gaspar Colón, PhD, MDiv, MPH,
(School of Arts and Social Sciences
dean) served on the Adventist
Accrediting
Association
team that vis-
ited Zaoksky
Adventist Uni-
versity on the
outskirts of
Moscow. 

Jeannette Rogers Dulan, PhD,
(Education professor), received the
Oakwood University President’s
National/Community Award for
Excellence in Higher Education. 

Davenia Lea, PhD, (Department of
Education chair) presented a work-
shop on “Differentiated Instruction:
Reaching All Children” for the North
Caribbean Conference, St. Vincent
and Bequia Region Teachers’ Con-
vention, in St. Vincent.

Joan Francis, DA, (chair) and Dou-
glas Morgan, PhD, (professor) both
of the Department of History and

Political Stud-
ies, were
scholars at
the “Ellen
White Project”
workshop in
Portland,
Maine, and
spoke at the

“Africa’s Gift to Christianity” confer-
ence at Miracle Temple in Baltimore. 

Morgan has written a three-part
series in Liberty magazine titled
“The American Sentinel and the
Crusade to Nationalize Christianity.”

Calendar

January
1-10 Winter Break
11 Registration
12 Classes Begin
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer

Breakfast—Offices Closed

February
10-13 Columbia Union Band Festival

The Gateway is published in the 
Visitor by the Washington Adventist
University 
7600 Flower Ave., Takoma Park, MD 20912
Phone: (800) 835-4212 ■ wau.edu 
President, Weymouth Spence
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Advertising Guidelines and Rates
the columbia union Visitor accepts classified advertising as a service to
its members. announcements for adventist church-sponsored events,
legal notices, and obituaries will be printed without charge on a space-
available basis. the columbia union Visitor editors reserve the right to
refuse or discontinue advertisements at any time and may edit classified
ads to comply with editorial policies. the Visitor also does not guarantee
the integrity of any product or service advertised.

First-time advertisers who are members of the seventh-day adventist
church must submit a letter of recommendation from their pastor or
conference leadership. First-time advertisers who are not members
of the Adventist Church must submit letters of recommendation from
business members of their community or credit bureaus. 

Payment must accompany all advertisement(s). we do not bill for 
classified or display advertising and tear sheets are not provided unless
prior arrangements are made. checks and money orders are accepted.
make checks payable to columbia union Visitor and mail together with
classified advertisement and recommendations (if applicable) 
to sandra jones, columbia union Visitor, 5427 twin Knolls rd., colum-
bia, md 21045, and display advertising to beth michaels at 
the same address.

Rates for classified advertising are calculated on a per insertion basis 
in our 12 issues. minimum charge is $47 for 50 words or less for ads 
originating within the columbia union conference, and $52 for all others.
additional words: 60 cents each. a 15 percent discount is given for 12
insertions, a 10 percent discount for six insertions, and a 5 percent dis-
count for three insertions. a box ad (classified ad in a box) is $120 inside
the union and $140 outside the union, with a maximum word count of
75. ads must be placed a minimum of four weeks before the issue date,
which is the first of every month. For more information, email
sjones@columbiaunion.net or call sandra jones toll-free (888) 484-7486,
or local 410-997-3414, ext. 571. 

Display Advertising: For rates and information, go to
columbiaunion.org/go/advertising, email bmichaels@columbiaunion.net,
or call beth michaels (888) 484-7486 or local (410) 997-3414, ext. 574. 

EMPLOYMENT

PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE
seeks to hire a professor for 
teaching undergraduate chemistry,
laboratories, and other duties.
candidate must have strong com-
mitment and experience in under-
graduate teaching and a Phd in
chemistry, with preference given 
to Organic chemistry. For full job
posting, please visit puc.edu.

PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE
is seeking an experienced major gift
officer. duties include cultivation and
solicitation of donors to increase
philanthropic support.For full job
posting, please visit puc.edu.

ANDREWS UNivERSiTy
is seeking a new provost. the
provost reports to the president 
of the university and is responsible
for all the academic programs,
educational services, quality/
program review, student success,
teaching and learning resources,
faculty development, outcome
assessment, university accredita-
tion, and providing christian 
leadership to the seventh most
diverse campus in the nation. the
preferred candidate should hold
an earned doctoral degree and
have experience in mobilizing 
and leading a complex academic
structure to demonstrated levels
of achievement. the successful
candidate will have significant aca-
demic/management experience in

institutions of higher learning. this
candidate will also possess aca-
demic vision, problem solving skills,
collaborative style, strong interper-
sonal skills, and an ability to cham-
pion positive change. andrews uni-
versity encourages applicants with 
diverse backgrounds to apply at
andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_
salaried.cgi.

ment of teaching philosophy), port-
folio samples, and at least three ref-
erences to randy craven, school of
visual art and design, southern
adventist university, P.O. box 370,
collegedale, tn 37315-0370.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY
school of social work seeks 
applicants for two tenure-track
positions. msw degree and 
minimum of two years post-msw
practice experience required. Phd
in social work or related field and
five or more years of successful
teaching/administrative practice
preferred. to learn more, visit our
website at jobs.wallawalla.edu.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY
school of education & Psychology
seeks applicants for a full-time
tenure-track position in education.
an earned doctorate in education 
is preferred, with a specialty in math
or science education, or 
curriculum and instruction. 
experience teaching at the second-
ary level is essential. visit our web-
site at jobs.wallawalla.edu.

UNioN CollEgE
seeks committed adventist to direct
its ncate-accredited education pro-
gram. doctorate and professional
achievement essential; experience in
K-12 church schools preferred. may
also chair a division comprising edu-
cation, psychology, and social work.
email letter of interest and cv to dr.
malcolm russell, academic
dean,marussel@ucollege.edu. 
deadline: march 1.

AgRiCUlTURAl 
MANAgER NEEDED
to grow a small school program
into a full-sized industry. needs
experience with crops and working
with students. must be a commit-
ted seventh-day adventist and 
missionary minded. rural living;
100-plus acres; tractor building. 
For more information, go to
riverview22.adventistschoolcon-
nect.org. call (207) 696-3257.

MISCELLANEOUS

INTERNATIONALBIBLES.COM:
a fully functioning international
online christian bookstore available
24/7 for your convenience. we’re
offering church supplies, bible 
reference books, and foreign lan-
guage bibles; bible accessories,
software, audio bibles; the latest 
in gospel music, and more. to
place your order, call (402) 502-
0883; or do it online at our secure
website, internationalbibles.com.

A REASON FOR SCIENCE
SCRIPTURE-BASED HOME-
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
is based on the premise that learn-
ing is an active process. hands-on
and “minds-on” activities pique
interest and develop higher-level
cognitive skills. now available at
your local adventist book center,
online at adventistbookcenter.com,
or by calling (800) 765-6955.

GET AWAY FROM THE
RAT RACE . . . 

SERVE THE LORD
IN THE MOUNTAINS

of beautiful, central 
West Virginia, 

where the cost of living 
is cheap and the people 

are friendly!

Looking for a credentialed
elementary teacher 

to assist in our mission
school in Summersville. 

We have a thriving church
and a state-of-the-art 
day care on campus, 

serving 100-plus students.  

If interested, contact:
Bruce Greenberg  
(304) 872-0256

email: hhbf@hotmail.com

Bulletin Board

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
has a unique job opportunity 
for an aviation airframe and
Powerplant instructor. duties

include teaching/developing 
curricula, materials, projects 
and instructional aids for an 
Faa approved Part 147, aircraft
maintenance technician program.
interested candidates apply at
andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_
faculty.cgi.

ANDREWS UNivERSiTy
is seeking an associate director of
clinical services for the university
counseling & testing center. For
more details and to apply please
visit andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_
salaried.cgi.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
is seeking a graduate dean for 
the school of graduate studies
and research. an earned doctoral
degree is required. For more 
information and to apply, please 
go to andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_
salaried.cgi.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY
seeks an instructor in the school of
journalism & communication to
teach public relations, advertising,
or new media. candidates must
have at least a master’s degree, and
preferably a doctorate, in the field,
as well as professional work experi-
ence. they must be a member of
the seventh-day adventist church
in good and regular standing. send
cv to dr. greg rumsey,
rumsey@southern.edu, P.O. box
370, collegedale, tn 37315.

SoUTHERN ADvENTiST 
UNivERSiTy
school of education and 
Psychology seeks full-time faculty 
in areas of early childhood 
education and developmental 
Psychology. graduate degree
required (doctorate preferred).
experience in administration and
teaching in early childhood educa-
tion programs beneficial. Position
requires that the applicant be a
member of the seventh-day 
adventist church, in good and 
regular standing. Please submit a
résumé and letter of application to
john wesley taylor, dean: email
sep@southern.edu; fax (423) 236-
1765; mailing address: P.O. box
370, collegedale, tn 37315-0370.

SoUTHERN ADvENTiST UNi-
vERSiTy’S SCHool oF
viSUAl ART AND DESigN
seeks full-time professor to teach
painting, foundation drawing/
design, and color theory. m.F.a. in
painting strongly preferred. broad
knowledge of the field, advanced
technical skill, exemplary exhibition
record, and an adventurous aes-
thetic are requisite. current teaching
experience desirable. must be a
member in good and regular stand-
ing of the seventh-day adventist
church. send letter of application,
curriculum vitae (including a state-
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SUNSET CALENDAR
                         Jan 8     Jan 15    Jan 22    Jan 29     Feb 5

Baltimore         5:00       5:08       5:15       5:24       5:32

Cincinnati         5:32       5:40       5:47       5:55       6:04

Cleveland         5:14       5:22       5:30       5:39       5:48

Columbus         5:24       5:31       5:39       5:48       5:56

Jersey City       4:46       4:54       6:02       6:10       6:19

Norfolk             5:05       5:12       5:20       5:27       5:35

Parkersburg      5:20        5:27        5:35        5:43        5:52

Philadelphia      4:53        5:00        5:08        5:16        5:25

Pittsburgh        5:11       5:18       5:26       5:34       5:43

Reading           4:55       5:02       5:10       5:18       5:27

Richmond        5:09       5:15       5:23       5:31       5:38

Roanoke           5:19       5:26       5:33       5:41       5:49

Toledo              5:21       5:29       5:37       5:46       5:55

Trenton             4:50       4:58       5:06       5:14       5:23

Wash., D.C.        5:03       5:10       5:18       5:26       5:34

SPONSOR A CHILD IN INDIA!
$30 a month can send a child in
india to an adventist school. it 
pays for tuition, housing, food, 
uniforms, and books. adventist
child india is an official project 
of the southern asia division of
seventh-day adventists. For 
information:  (308) 530-6655, 
acichild.com, or 
childcare@sud-adventist.org.

SAvE 25% JANUARy 1-31 
ABC BooK oF THE MoNTH:
The Radical Teachings of Jesus,
by derek morris. regularly 
$11.99, SALE $8.99. discover
jesus’ teachings that were 
radical in his day and still are
now. available at your abc, at
adventistbookcenter.com, or 
by calling (800) 765-6955.

GLUTEN-FREE COOKBOOK:
the tastiest dishes without wheat,
local and exotic flavors from
around the world abound in this
amazing cookbook, Pure and 
Simple, Delicious Whole Natural
Foods Cookbook, Vegan, MSG
Free and Gluten Free. by adventist
vegetarian celiacs. don't let your
celiac friends steal it! get two. visit
our website at foodasgrown.com.

THE CHINA STUDY
author on video. chiP program
features this research. get the
most complete video series of 
dr. t. colin campbell found any-
where. what causes cancer and
heart disease? Find out in this 
three-dvd set. visit our website 
at foodasgrown.com.

REAL ESTATE

FURNiSHED BEDRooM AND
BATH iN SiNglE FAMily HoME
available for rent to christian
woman. Kitchen and laundry 
privileges as well as use of family
room. Quiet, safe neighborhood.
$450/month. utilities included.
location: colesville/silver spring,
md., near randolph rd. and
tamarack rd. and the adventist
world headquarters. available
january 1. call (301) 879-3825
(eve.) for further information.

FloRiDA liviNg - WHERE
FRiENDS BECoME FAMily!
senior community one hour from
disney/daytona beach. ground
level apts. and rooms for lease,
some furnished; no extra fees.
transportation/housekeeping
available. vegetarian cuisine.
church/ pool/shopping/activities.
3abn, loma linda, and hope tv.
shOrt-term rentals-fully 
furnished 2br apts., $48 and
$75/night; minimum three nights;
$300 or $450/week; rent up to 
four months. (800) 729-8017 or 
(407) 862-2646, ext. 24; website:
floridalivingretirement.com; email
jackieFlrc@aol.com.

SERVICES

ADvENTiSTSiNglES.oRg.
Free 14-day trial! join thousands 
of adventist singles online. Free
chat, search, profiles, match 
notifications! adventist owners since
1993. visit elliotdylan.com for the
Undercover Angels series of novels
for christian teens that build on bibli-
cal principles and reinforce integrity.
great for sabbath reading, church
and home schools, and gifts!

PlANNiNg AN 
EvANgEliSTiC SERiES 
oR HEAlTH SEMiNAR?
have questions? need affordable,
professionally prepared handbills,
brochures, signs, banners, and
mailing services? call hOPe's
customer service representative
toll-free (800) 274-0016, or visit
hopesource.com. you deserve the
best with confidence and peace of
mind. your friends at hamblin's
hOPe deliver—on time!

JoiN THE gRoUP oF SATiS-
FiED DENTAl PATiENTS oF
yvETTE WEiR, DDS, WHo ARE
SAyiNg:
"dr. weir and her staff are among
the best i have encountered. they
are amazing"! (claudio, 22); “Per-
sonalized, service-oriented" (elvis,
adult); "i have a new lifetime dentist"
(jamie, adult); “my daughter does
not have a fear of the dentist any-
more. i think you are doing a great
job with children. i will return (galya,
mom). serving montgomery county
and phobic patients for over 15
years. general and cosmetic den-
tistry. (301) 740-7500.

ARE yoU MoviNg SooN?
before you rent a u-haul and 
do it yourself, check our price and
save yourself the hassle. Plan
ahead now and reserve a time.
Fast, direct, and economical. con-
tact gary erhard, erhard Furniture
and moving, 610 s. mechanic,
berrien springs, mi 49103; 8-11
p.m., e.t., (269) 
471-7366, or cell (248) 890-5700.

MovE WiTH AN AWARD-
WiNNiNg AgENCy.
apex moving & storage partners
with the general conference to pro-
vide quality moves at a discounted
rate. call us for your relocation
needs. adventist beliefs uncompro-
mised. call marcy danté at (800)
766-1902 for a free estimate. visit
us at apexmoving.com/adventist.

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(800) 586-4669
Email:

phyllisnewman@realtor.com

Websites:
MDsmartbuy.com

homesdatabase.com/
realestate

Website allows you to search
MD MLS database by price, 

zip code, and have new 
listings emailed to you.

Serving Maryland

Ask about our buy/sell 
program: Special pricing 

when you both buy and sell
with Phyllis.

Recipient of 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame

and 
RE/MAX Platinum Sales 

Awards 

RE/MAX Realty Centre, Inc.
(301) 774-5900

Selling Maryland homes 
since 1987.

SHENANDOAH PLACE
ASSISTED LIVING

Our family-owned facility 
was designed to feel like home,
and our reputation for excellent

personal care in a beautiful,
clean environment 

is greater than ever.

We offer long-term, 
short-stay and respite 

services and are directly 
across the street from Shenan-

doah Valley Academy.

shenandoahplace.com
(540) 740-4300

50 Burkholder Lane
New Market, VA 22844

A Place We Are Proud 
To Call Home

And You Will Be Too

ADVENTIST CONTACT

The original dating ministry 
for Adventists. We endeavor 

to be the very BEST!

www.adventistcontact.com

Still ALONE? Why?
JOIN NOW!

See What’s FREE!

Tell your Adventist friends.
YOU could be our next

SUCCESS STORY!

Married through
CONTACT?

Send your story/photo(s) to:
success@adventistcontact.com

Successfully Matching Single 
Adventists Since 1974

MARylAND ADvENTiST 
DENTiST:
david lee, dds, Fagd, aFaaid,
has practices located in silver
spring and ellicott city, md. he is
extensively trained in implant, 
cosmetic, tmd/tmj, sedation, 
and laser dentistry. dr. lee, an
associate Fellow with the 
american academy of implant
dentistry, as well as many other
certifications. For appointments
call: (410) 461-6655 in ellicott 
city or (301) 649-5001 for silver
spring. mention this ad and 
receive 10% discount on 
all services (excluding third-party
payers). Our office is a participating
provider with adventist risk man-
agement. we welcome new
patients.

SiNglE AND ovER 40?
the only interracial group exclu-
sively for adventist singles over
40. stay home and meet new
friends in the united states, with
a pen pal monthly newsletter of
members and album. For 
information, send a large, self-
addressed, stamped envelope to
asO 40, 2747 nonpareil, 
sutherlin, Or 97479.

MARylAND ADvENTiST 
PoDiATRiST:
dr. scott nutter, highly trained,
experienced, and board certified,
is available in several locations 
to help your foot/ankle problems,
including arthritis, heel pain,
spurs, diabetes, callouses,
ingrown nails, sprains, fractures,
warts, bunions, etc. surgery, if it
is needed, at adventist hospitals.
laurel-(301) 317-6800; 
greenbelt-(301) 345-5200; or
columbia-(410) 531-6350.

looKiNg FoR A DENTiST?
we strive to provide convenience
and comfort for our patients, with
a warm atmosphere and relaxing
view of the landscape outside
each treatment room. Our friendly,
professional staff makes every
effort to minimize undue stress
and maximize comfort for every
patient. we offer special dis-
counts for adventist risk man-
agement members. visit 
dr. Park, his staff, and the office
at todayssmiledental.com, or 
call (410) 997-8383. se habla
español!

TRAVEL

vACATioN oN KAUAi, HAWAii,
“THE gARDEN iSlAND.”
Kahili mountain Park is a scenic
mountain getaway located at the
base of Kahili ridge. just minutes
from popular Kauai attractions, 
the park has an assortment of 1-4
room cabins with sleeping for 2-6
persons. see pictures and rates 
at kahilipark.org. information: 
reservations@kahilipark.org or 
(808) 742-9921.

EARly CHURCHES oF 
REvElATioN ToURS
to turkey, spring 2010. the april 4-
18 tour will be hosted by Pastor
tara vincross; the may 2-16 tour 
by pastors bill liversidge and
Patrick williams. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website at
www.parasolholidays.com; email
armstead@parasolholidays.com; 
or call (703) 472-4994.

RvS!! adventist-owned and 
-operated rv dealership has been
helping adventists for over 35
years. huge inventory of new and
used trailers and motor homes:
jayco, newmar, and hurricane.
courtesy airport pickup and on-site
hookups. call toll-free: (888) 933-
9300. lee’s rv, Oklahoma city.
website leesrv.com or email lee
litchfield at lee@leesrv.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

lA  SiERRA ACADEMy 
AlUMNi WEEKEND
april 23-24: Friday golf 
tournament, vespers, sabbath
services at lsa gym, class
reunions, basketball game.  
yearbooks available for sale. visit
your campus, renew your friend-
ships! honor classes: ’40, ’50, ’60,
’70, ’80, ’85, ’90, ’95, ’00, ’05.
contact the alumni office at: 
(951) 351-1445, ext. 244, or 
email lsaalumni@ lsak12.com.  

UCHEE PiNES NEW liFESTylE
CENTER DEDiCATioN/
40th anniversary will be held 
january 21-24 in seale, ala. to
rsvP, please contact tari jenkins
at (334) 855-4781. For more infor-
mation, visit the website
ucheepines.org.

UNioN CollEgE 
HoMECoMiNg
april 1-4. alumni, friends and 
former faculty are invited. honor
classes are ’40, ’50, ’55, ’60, ’70,
’80, ’85, ’90, and ’00. For more
information, contact the alumni
office at (402) 486-2503, 3800
south 48th street, lincoln, ne
68506 or alumni@ucollege.edu.

lovE SToRy iN oCEAN CiTy
MARRiAgE RETREAT
coming in February! triadelphia and
linden linthicum united methodist
church are hosting another marriage
retreat weekend February 5-7, at
dunes manor hotel in Ocean city,
md. richard and ardis stenbakken
will be the presenters of the ses-
sions, which run from Friday evening
to sunday morning. For more infor-
mation, email marriageenrichment@
comcast.net, or contact mark and
Peggy lee (301-317-5428). what
could be a more valuable gift for
your family and your spouse than a
romantic weekend getaway to enrich
your marriage?

THIRD ANNUAL ADVENTIST
HEALTH SYSTEM CEO REUNION
will be held january 29-3, in avon
Park, Fla. For information, contact

bill sager, (863) 452-2593, email
wcsager@tnni.net; tom amos,
(863) 452-1979, email
dtamos@gmail.com; or jim
culpepper, (615) 415-1935.

CAlliNg All ATHolToN
SCHool AlUMNi:
it’s been more than 50 years
since atholton first opened its
doors to students, and we’d like
to honor that fact in our yearbook
this year. we are looking for old
photographs of the atholton
adventist school building,
grounds, faculty, or students. if
you have any that you would be
willing to lend us, please contact
celeste in the main office at 
(410) 740-2425, or email at
office@atholton.us. we will scan
them into the computer, and then
return to you. all pictures are
greatly appreciated—the older 
the better. if you have any infor-
mation corresponding with the
picture, such as date or names,
please include that as well.

OBITUARIES

CARTER, Florence Helen
(Sivey),
born september 16, 1921, in belle-
fontaine, Ohio; died june 22, 2009,
in mt. vernon, Ohio. she was a
member of the mt. vernon (Ohio)
church. she is survived by her sons,
ronald carter of california, and
william carter of mt. vernon; and
brothers, harold and lowell sivey of
Fredericktown, Ohio.

FISHER, William A.,
born in 1929 in north east, Pa.;
died august 31, 2009, in north
east. he was a member of the
adventist church for 55 years. 
he served as a deacon, school
board president, and as a mem-
ber of the church’s finance com-
mittee at the erie (Pa.) church,
where he had his membership.
he enlisted in the u.s. air Force,
serving his country in Korea. 
he was employed by the weil
mclain company for 25 years
and later retired from Keystone
Foundry, united brass, where he
was general manager. he was an
astute businessman, liked golf,
reading biographies, enjoyed 
gardening and sharing his wit and
wisdom with friends and family.
he was preceded in death by his
parents, william and eva lord
Fisher; seven brothers, ralph,
rexford, calvin, gaylord, 
raymond, richard, and john
Fisher; and three sisters, jennie
Ford, minnie hall, and marian
sparling. a dedicated christian
and family man, he is survived 
by his wife of 59 years, winifred
wilkinson Fisher; daughter, 
margaret susan cutter, and son-
in-law richard cutter of north
east; his grandson, william r.
cutter of cleveland, Ohio; two
brothers, reynold Fisher of
rochester, n.y., and Franklin

Fisher of north east; plus cousins,
nieces, nephews, and friends.

GATZ, Margaret L.,
born October 22, 1926, in lima,
Ohio; died january 13, 2009, in
williamsport, md. she was a 
member of the williamsport
church. margaret was a graduate
of emmanuel missionary academy
in berrien springs, mich., and a
1971 graduate of hinsdale sanitar-
ium and hospital in hinsdale, ill.
she was employed at tidewater
memorial hospital in tappahan-
nock, va. survivors include: her
daughter, lynn e. gatz; sons,
stephen a. and douglas gatz; 
sisters, jeannette hodge and mary
baker; and three brothers, Fred,
henry, and john roosenberg. 
she was preceded in death by 
one daughter, darlene crowley;
two sons, neil and allen; and 
four brothers.

HARSANY, James D.,
born september 11, 1936, in 
lincoln Park, mich.; died February
20, 2009, in mt. vernon, Ohio. 
he was a member of the mt. 
vernon (Ohio) city church. she 
is survived by her sons, james
douglas harsany of sunbury, Ohio,
dave harsany of Fredericktown,
and stephan harsany of 
Fredericktown; a brother, andrew
harsany of san jose, calif.; sisters
carol tremblay of grand ledge,
mich., and helen Fisher of mt. 
vernon; grandsons, joshua
harsany of lincoln, neb., and
stephen harsany of mt. vernon;
and granddaughters crystal stitzer
and caitlin harsany of mt. vernon.

KAUFFMANN, Edith L.,
born september 23, 1917, in
reading, Pa.; died October 21,
2009, in reading. she was a mem-
ber of the Kenhorst boulevard
church in reading. survivors: her
son edgar allen Kofroth; and her

OBITUARY 
SUBMISSION

For information 
on placing an 

obituary in the Visitor, 
please call 

Sandra Jones toll-free: 
(888) 4-VISITOR
(888-484-7486) 

or email sjones@
columbiaunion.net. 

Obituaries are placed 
in the order they are

received, on a 
space-available basis.

This is a free service to our
members.
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Give God 2010

Nobody plans to gain weight. Nobody
sets out to see how high he or she can
get their blood sugar levels. And

nobody intends to end up with a heart attack.
If you’re like most Americans—even Adventist
Americans—you are just so busy keeping up
with the demands of everyday life that it’s easy
to let your own health needs take a backseat. 

Nevertheless, our daily lifestyle decisions are unintentionally
contributing in significant ways to some very negative health conse-
quences. Cardiovascular disease is now the single leading cause of
death for all Americans. It is now estimated that 64 percent of the
adult population in the United States is either overweight or obese.
And it has been forecasted that in the next 25 years, the number of
Americans with diabetes will double. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way. Literally thou-
sands of research studies have been published in
the past decade providing solid evidence that
simple, positive lifestyle choices are vitally
important to good health and powerful in
lowering blood pressure, decreasing cancer
risks, improving blood sugar levels, main-
taining a healthy weight, and more. 

What did you eat today? When was the
last time you broke a sweat while exercising? Did you
get 7-8 hours of sleep last night? How would you rate the
quality of your relationships? What are you doing to man-
age stress in your life? And before you play the heredity
card, let me add that the latest research is showing
that changing our lifestyle actually changes our
genes—turning on genes that prevent disease and turning off genes
that cause disease. Simple lifestyle habits can make a difference, not
just in how long we live, but also how well we live. 

LIVE WELL
At a recent running event, I saw the following: “I don’t run to add

days to my life, but to add life to my days.” Well said! Jesus told us in
John 10:10 that He came so that we might have life, and have it to
the “full.” The Greek word for “full” is perissos, which means supe-
rior, extraordinary, surpassing, uncommon. Living well is definitely
uncommon today, but it is God’s design for our lives. A design He
will carry out as we cooperate with Him by being intentional about a
healthy lifestyle. Give God 2010. Let this be the year you take charge
of your heath and truly live well.

Lilly Tryon, MSN, RN, serves as wellness coaching coordinator at
Adventist WholeHealth (awhn.org) in Wyomissing, Pa. 
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daughters, sharon m. smith,
louise brown, and shelly henefer.

ROBINSON, Florence L.,
born march 13, 1918, in corning,
n.y.; died august 28, 2009, in
wooster, Ohio. she was the
daughter of walter and elydia
(buckley) vancise robinson. she
married ivan henry robinson sr. in
1937, and they lived most of their
lives in wayland, n.y., but later
moved to collegedale, tenn., then
to wooster in 1972. she was a
member of the millersburg (Ohio)
church, where she held several
positions before becoming ill in
2006. she worked as a home
health aide for several local 
agencies and served as a private
caregiver. she is survived by her
son, Pastor ivan “jack” h.
(audrey) robinson jr. of Kingman,
ariz.; three daughters, joyce
(Floyd) johnson of moreland,
Ohio, janice (irvin) richard of
wooster, and jane (roger) bisbee
of rittman, Ohio; 14 grandchildren;
20 great-grandchildren; and 11
great-great-grandchildren. in addi-
tion to her parents and husband,
she was preceded in death by four
brothers, clyde, charles, levi, and
stanley; three sisters, sarah, alice,
and Flora (her twin); and a grand-
son, donald gene hagadone.

TiTUS, golDiE i.,
born sept. 22, 1936, in lost creek,
w.va.; died sept. 1, 2009, in

VISITOR 
SUBSCRIPTION
INFORMATION

would you like to receive 
the Visitor, or is your name 

on the mailing list, but you have
an address change?

CONTACT
email:

visitorlist@columbiaunion.net
call toll-free:

(888) 4-VISITOR
(888) 484-7486

or mail:
Columbia Union Visitor
Subscription Services
5427 Twin Knolls Road
Columbia, MD  21045

Please include the name of 
the conference where your 

membership is held and your
telephone number. if an address

change, also send your 
previous address as listed on 

the magazine label. 

If you live outside the 
Columbia Union Conference

territory, a year’s subscription 
(12 issues) is $18.

Please make your 
check payable to:

columbia union Visitor
and mail to the above address.

davisville, w.va. she served in the
roles of accounting, payroll, remit-
tance, abc, and secretary for the
mountain view conference for over
27 years. several years after her
retirement from full-time employ-
ment, she returned to work part
time for about four years, and retired
again in november 2007. goldie
was a member of the Parkersburg
(w.va.) church, where she assisted
in various departments during her
47-years as a member. goldie is
survived by one son, dewain
(teresa) titus, jr.; one step-grand-
son, justin titus; sisters, irene
sheppard and virginia richards; a
brother, charles sinnett; and several
nieces and nephews.

UBER, Fred,
died august 4, 2009. he was a
member of the new castle (Pa.)
church. Over the years he served
as elder, deacon, sabbath school
superintendent, teacher, assistant
treasurer, and lay preacher. he is
survived by his wife, nancy, and
daughter, martha.

VARANO, Marion,
died september 20, 2008. she
was a member of the new castle
(Pa.) church. marion was very
devoted to her church and always
willing to do anything asked of her.
she served as head deaconess
and treasurer. she is missed by all
of the members and her dear 
husband, vincent.




