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Sparking Growth
Sieven Oskins, "08 (efl), adjunct instructor
In Southem's Applied Technology program,
wersees Tyler Star, freshman auio service
management major, as he practices welding.
Duwing the university's annual Giving Day this
spring, Applied Technology in the School of
Business raised nearly $53,000, which in
part will provide new welding equipment for
these popular courses. Overall, generous
contrimtions for Giving Day 2021 totaled
$1.1 million, setting a Southem record.
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Sprmgls
in the Air!

Phosns bry Calvin Sevhan, juior film production major

As winter gives way to spring and campus bursts into bloom,
students gravitate outdoors to study, socialize, and soak up
some sun. Clear blue skies, emerald green lawns, and
abundant flowers create a restful, refreshing backdrop that
brings to mind Solomon’s words: “He has made everything
beautiful in its time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

1: The green kxwn in front of Wight Halliz a
popular place for students such as Manana
Velasquar, jnior health scienca major;
(Gabrielle Newman, sophomore music major;
and Kiah Runneds, sophomare social wark
major, to picnic and relax in the warming
weather.

2: A group of physical education majors
on the soccer field work to develop
performanca and teaching techniques
fior sports during their soccer course.

3: Chustars of blooming daffodils brightan
many comers of campus.

4: The commute botween classes provides a
refreshing moment to think and enjoy the
spring breare.

5: Emily Carvajal, junior psychology major,

opits tn shudy cutside of the stedent canter
in the mild weather.

6 Light pink charmy ble=soms announce the
retum of spring.

T: Aowaring trees and a wide expansa of
inwiting lawm greet visitors amiving at
Southem.

8: The student hosts and directors of kgnite,
a School of Journalism and Communication
production, intarview freshman thaology
major Mawricio Jaldin for an episode on
challenging spiritual questions.

9: Jonathan Rodney, senior music major,
greet= those he passes an his way to class,
reflecting the season's joy.

10: Jumior nursing major Hammy Hosteter
caiches some rays while remaining focuesed
an fiz academics.

11: New picnic tables in the Alcove are
perfect for studenis such as Kanina Genstar,
Samior nursing major, o transionm indo desk
space for sudying.

1% Jared Armbaester, junior business
administration major, and Jx=on Dubosa,
juninr liberal arts education major, manitor
their exercise under a cloudless sky at the
track during Fitnes= for Collegiate Life.

13: A canopy of white petals frames the
promenade, inchading the mini red Bbrary
that provides conveniant access o free
books 2= siudents walk to and from dasses.




~headlines

Ken Shawgemmes —
Southern’s 27th President

he Southern Advantist University
Board of Tustees voled unanimoushy
on Fabruary 28 for Ken Shaw, EdD,
fo becomea the 27th president of the
unvarsity. Ha assumed office on June 1.

Shaw graduated from Southarn in 1980
with a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics
and is the univarsity’s first alum to refum
as president. In fact, his entire famiy
graduated from Southarm: his wife, Ann
[Kannedy), eamed har nursing degres in
1979; their daughter, Kate (Shaw) Myars,
eamad her associate and bachelor's
degress in nursing in 2008 and 200%; and
fhieir zon, Martin, earned his pastoral care
degree in 2012,

“Ann and | cherish our mamories
from Southarm,” Shaw said. Retuming
fo campus s like coming home for us,
and we're delightad o be part of this
institution. | really admire that Southern is
shil fundameantally centerad on its mission
and on the core values that the institution
has beon about for 129 years.”

For the past saven years, Shaw has
sarved as president of Southwesiem
Adventist University in Keene, Texas.
Previously he worked at Florida Siate
University for 25 years in vanious
capacities, from assistant professor
of mathematics education to campus
dean of Florida State University Panama
City and academic dean of the College

by the numbers
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Presidents have sanved Southam,
who iz the first alm o hold that posiion

Colmns

of Applied Studies. His track record as
a kader in highar education includes
ncraasing enrolimeant, establishing new
acadamic programs, and Improving
institutional financial stabdity.

“| am pleased that Dr. Ken Shaw
has accapted our invitafion to be the
next president of Southemn Advantist
University,” said Ron Smith, PhD,

Divin, chaiman of Southam's boand

and president of the Southem Union
Confarance of Sevanth-day Adventists.
“The unanimous dacision of the board is
sfrong evidence that the wil of God has
beon exacuted. We thank the Lord for
His providential keading and anticipate His
blessing in the Southerm community as a
result of Dr. Shaw's acceptanca.”

Shaw succeads Cavid Smith, PhD,
whi announced in October 2020 that ha
wiould retire at the end of May aftar five
years as president and 22 years of total
sanice at Southarm.

— by Staff Wiiter

A more in-depth featurs
article about President

Shaw will be published
in the Fall 2021 issus of
COLUMNS.
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2,200

Cookies, homemade by Frst Lady Cherie
Smith, have baan givan out fo incoming
shurdanis by Soulhem’s 265 presidant,
Dewvicl Smih, PhiD, since 2(HE.

Studgnt R
Center Nears
Completion

t the start of 2021, construction

waork on Southarn’s Bietz Canter for
Student Life fransitioned from edenor to
mterior projacts. This new hub of futura
activity on campus,
fully funded by
$13 milion in gifts
from alumni and
friends of Southem,
is schaduled for
completion in late
spring. Employess
wil mowve into their new offices over the
sumimear, and studants will participate ina
grand opening event this August as they
return to campus for classes.

"Wy axcitarmant is matched—
excoaded, even—by our students who
can't wait for the Bietz Center to opan,”
=aid Dennis Negron, "85, PhD, vice
president for Student Developmant.

Anchor tenants for the threa-story
building located betwean Hickman
Science Center and McKee Library
nclude: Campus Shop, Student
Devalopment, COffice of Minisiry and
Missions, Siudent Association, CK2 fa
new eatery), and Student Success Center.

For more photos and informeation
about the building, visit
southern.adu/bietzcenter.

— by Lucas Patferson
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Canier for Student Life, named for fhe 25ih

Adjusted Graduation

Wraps Up School Year

raduation is a special fime for family, friends, facully, and

staff to celebrate a major milestons in students” lives. Whils
tha ongoing COMID-19 pandemic made cartain adjustmants o
the ceramonies necessary this year, the goal of making the tima
rmeaningful remains unchangad.

Ovear the weskend of May 7-2, 415 undergraduate and 90
graciuate students receised their degrees from Southarm. The
university hald five commencement senvices in lies PE. Center in
order to reducs crowd size. Tradifions such as caps and gowns,
mearching to *Pomp and Circumstance,” and posing with the
university president remained prominent —with the addition of
masks. Clevar photography angles maintained proper distanca
between the graduates and Presidant Smith for photos, and
in general, protocols were in place to encourage distancing
bretween family groups.

Through these and other precautions, Southam aimed to
keep participants and guests as safe as possible without
sacrificing the inqperson gradusation axpericnca.

“This is mportant to me, becausa after four long, hard years
of work, | am grataful to have a day whean | can celabrata
miy accomplishrments alongside my famity and pears,” said
Hannah Sbacchi, "21. “Southarn has provided me with a suparb
education and e experiences that are applicable to my career.
I feal proud of the work | have accomplished and am ready to
conquer my next academic goal.” — by Siaff Wiiter

IR-PErsON Qraduation sarvices—utilizing various siety precautins—marked the

gradusting students.

end of 2 unique schiool year and celebrated the accomplishments of more than 500

New Adult Degree
Gompletion Program

outhern i working toward a new program o
designed spacificaly for aduits who would lika to
complata an unfinishad college degree. For individuals :'

who have earned some college credits but not a
degrea, the program is an opportunity to fulfill Balong
goals and Improve career opportunities.

Tha naw Adult Degrea Complation Program is saf
to officially launch in January 2022 and wil includa
bachelor’s degrees in business, journalism and
communicaficn, nursing, and integrative studies. It
wil faature shorter samestars and mare online coursa
aptions, providing more flexibiity.

“These eight-wesk onling courses will ba

customized o a specific course of study for adult Cyntita Wright &5
leamers who hiave busy ves, work full e, and Wt pem ag begres
to complate their degrees in a shorter period of tme,”  comgietion Program.

said Cynithia Wiight, the program’s directon. “Wa want
o maet the community’s educational needs and help students
meat their professional career cbjectives.”

Tyson Hall, associate vice prasident for Acadamic
Admimistration and dean of Graduate and Profassional Studies,
=o0e this as a perfect fit for the univarsity's broadar mission.

“The nes program will alow Southarm o extand our mission
of equipping students “to embrace biblical fruth, embody
academic and professional excallence, and pursus Spirit-filed
ves of sanice’ to a new studant population,” Hall said. *Cur
hope is that it gives adult lsamers the opportunity to accomplish
their educational goals, celebrata their academic achievernants,
and thriva in the modarn economy.”

For more information, visit southern.edu/adultdegree.

— by Olivia Fisher

469

Urivarsity employess, many working quistly
in the background, have kept Southam
gladly sanving the student body

$2.96M1L

In COVID-19 reliaf funds has bean distributed
o Southam studants, thanks fo genarous
university donors and govermmant aid.

1,592

Students have gradiualed from
demonsirating perseverance and grill
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hrea animation majors from the School of Visual Art and
Design created a short animation story about finding
comneaction in a COMD-19 world. Starting during the Fall 2020
semaster, junior Mugl Kinoshita,
=enior Avery Kroll, and senior Ruth
Paraz spant four months on *Knock
Knodk.” It tells tha story of two
masked elementary students who
. communicate by knocking on the
et plaxiglass that divides them and by
'E- writing sticky notes to each other.
LE “Evan with what is happening out
fhere, we were abla to still work togathar and create something

Students Create Inspiring Animation

“Throughout this projact, | found mysalf relating to the
charactars in ways that | didn't expect,” Kroll said. “What makes
this project meaningful to me is the fact that | see mysalf and
part of my journey this past year reflactad in the story. it is my
haipe that each person who watches it can also melate to ‘Knock
Knock” in some special way.”

Professors in the School of Visual Art and Design sirve to
teach therr studanis a balance of artistic parspectives while
fimly grounding them in their faith.

“Animeation is a powerful medium for communication,” said
Hendel Butoy, the animation professor who ovarsaw the project.
“Wa encourage our students and give them tha opportunity to
comibing excellonce of craft with the higher calling of upifting

Perez said.

importanca of connection.

outhemn’s Enachus team placad third

in the nation at the Enacius United
States Mational Exposition. Housed in the
Schoal of Business, the studant team has
prewviolsly ranked second in therr leagua
saveral fimes, but this is thair first year to
advanca through the competition to the
final round, which included the top four
schools in the United States.

“It is validafing to see how our fime
and affort over the last year has paid off
in zuch big ways.” said Ashiey Blake,
sanior accounting major and presidant of
Southern's Enacius team. *1 hope that the
foam can confinus to build on this year's
momeanturm and stay on frack with the
hardworking and high-expactation culture
fhat we've created.”
Enactus is an mtamalional nonprofit

organization that bangs togathar shudent,
acadamic, and business leaders who

Columrs

that rapn_am'rted howy it weas for us in the beginning of all this,”

Thie animation students chose this story because they wanted
fo refiect the cument pandemic situation and express the

othars through the talents they've bean ghven. ‘Knock Knock!

is an excellent example of that vision coming to fruttion in the

Enactus Team Places Third
in National Competition

ara commitied to using the power of
antrapreneunial action to improve the
quality of life and the standard of Iving
for peciple in need. Guidad by acadamic
advisors and business exparts, the

projects around the globa.

This year's exposition included 08
schools from across the United Statas,
and due to the COMID-19 pandemic, the
compefition took place virually. Each
competing team submitiad a 12-minute
video and annual report o show why its
projects are sustainabs long-tarm and
how thay will have a positive impact on
tha Iives and communifies around thiem.

“0ur success this year, | balieve,
has largely baen due to great studant
keadership,” said Michale Doucournes,
'056 and 10, assistant professor in the

studants who made it.”
To watch the short video, visit southern.edu/columins.

— by Madison Renschmidt

Enactus student [e3ders 3nd thelr spomsor, Michalle
DOUEOUMES (Secomd from l2ft In the back), bed the
t2am In shattering the chub's PrEvIGUS rECOnds.

School of Business and Southem's
Enactus sponsor. “Each memiber of the
teaam believed in the cause and has been
tenacious in pursuing it.”

Additicnally, Enactus honored
Doucoumes with the 2021 Sam
Walton Feliow of tha Year award for her
keadership, contributions to the team, and
vestmant in students” lives.

To learm mere about Southemn's
Enactus team and ther community
progects, visit southern.edu/enactus.

— by Madison Reinschmidt

Southern Introduces New Graduation Tradition

tudents graduating from Southam

this May helped launch a new
tradition, with many opting fo wear one
of the university’s new cultural stoles
as part of their graduation regaia
With an increasingly vanied student
population, Southemn was rankad most
diversa regional university in the South
by LS. News and World Report in its
2020 raport, along with recognition by
other ranking sites. The new stoles help
calebrate the vibrant mix of students who
miaka up the campus family.

At the request of President Diavid
Smithy, PhD, Senior Advisor for Diversity
Stephanie Guster, MSW, workied with
prasidents of the various cutbural clubs
on campus to develop six designs,
which were approved by Academic
Adminisiration. Culiural club mambers
than had the option to purchase a stole
to wear for graduation.

“The stoles being based on our cuthural
clubs rapresent so miuch more tham the

garment,” Guster said. “They represent
fhe fabric of what makes us a diversa
community and family. They represant
the studant leaders who sarve, who
advocate, who plan ways to showcase
how Ged made us different, while at
the same fime expressing gratitude for
the love that unifies 1s. | believe they
represant the divine tapestry that God
Himsalf created.”

This inftiative is the culmination of
efforts by studants through the years,
including Daniclle Allan, *18; Philip
Warfield, "19; and many others. For
example, during a student competition
held in 2019 as part of a university project
called Studying Cur Attiudes Racialy
(S0AF), a team of students that inciuded
Warficdd submitted a proposal for cultural
graduation regalia, which was one of
thresy winning ideas.

“Besing the stoles being implamentad
is fulfilling to me,” said |ssac Abrabam,
sanior nursing major and Asian Club

presidant. *] was part of the SOAR
competition, and when another team
pitched the idea of having cultural stoles,
| thought it was a graat idea. Seeing this
firaly happen makes me baliove that
Southern is a great platform for culiural
development.”

Guster ewplains that the project was
heavily inspired by Revalation 7-8-10,
wich reminds her of how diverse God's
craation is whils coming togathar m unity
under Him: “Aftar this | looked, and thara
balora me was a great multitude that no
ona could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing befara tha
throne and bafore the Lamb. They ware
wearing white rebes and were holding
palm branchas in their hands. And they
cried out in a loud woice: *Salvation
balongs to our God, who sits on the
throna, and o the Lamb.™

— by Staff Whitar

From |eft, stedent club memibers Soko Paonge, Getrge Ambroise, Maria José Moran, Issac Abraham, and Julla Scriven model cultural sinles representing the Dceanla
Islander, African/Black Christian Union, Latin American, Astan, and Ewropean clubs. Het pictured Is the Rstive American stole.
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From Radio
to Classroom

Fry Trimey Bocala, senior mass communication major

Fﬂl Victoria Joiner, EdD, associate professor in
the School of Journalism and Communication

at Southern, radio broadcasting has been part of her
life: fowr 34 years. It all began as a freshman education
major at Oakwood University in Huntsville,
Alabama, when the campus radio station manager
presented to her public speaking class.

“1 raised my hand in the back and asked, “How
do you work at the radio station ™ she said. “And
the rest is history.”

Through the ye: winer built a life in
Huntsville. However, with a passion for Christian
oducation, in 2019 she followed God's call o
Southern and is now inspiring students here
with her expertise, stories, and faith.

The Dream Job

Coming from a family of teachers, Joiner begn
college as an education major before changing
oy communications. Soon after ;.r,mllu:{linu from
Oakwood, she retumed w serve as program director
at WO Praisc 90.1, the same radio station where
she had worked as a student.

“1 always dreamed that one day | would be a
radio PROETE director. I could listen o music all
day, and it would be great. And 1 got to do that at
e 24," Joincr said.

Shortly afterwand, she became the general
manager at the radio station, a position she held
for 24 years.

“Miracles happened at that linde beat-up college
radio station,” she said. “Truck drivers on the road
would call and say, ‘] heand something on your
radio station, and 1 just wanted o well yall 1
appreciate it” Poople you would never think
wore listening, were listening.™

From her days a5 3 collsge stedent startmg out In radia Work 1o her curment efforts preparing the
next generation of cOMMERiH0rs, VIChoa Joiner has eft God's guiance at every step.

Transitioning to Education

One day, evangelist Edward Earl Cleveland invited Joiner o give
a lecture for his religions commamication class at Oakwood. He started
asking her to co-teach regularly and gradually handed her the reins. Soon,
Joiner was teaching a varicty of communication courses.

Joimer comtinued to take on more responsibilitics, caming her
master's degree through Regent University and beginning a doctorate
degree through Ficlding Graduate Univesity. She also stepped into
an administrative role at Qakwood as the assistant vice p:rﬁ'].h-nl for
Advancement and Development.

.*\|lhm|;.':|1 she o M,-'n] the umicpue varicty of CXPCTICTCCS she was
gaining, Joiner eventually realized she had w give something up. She
stepped down from administrative work, completed her doctorate in
educational leadership, and in 2013, traded her job as the mdio’s general
manager for being a full-time profesorn.

“P'vie seen over the years that education is a reciprocal leaming
expericnee,” Joiner said, “As a professor, I'm growing with my students. It’s
exciting to be so influential in young people’s lives, and it warms my heart
1o see my students build careers in broadeasting ™

Joining Southern’s Team

Joimer's former Oakwood colleague, Rachel Williams-Smith, Ph, now
serves as dean of Southern's School of Joumnalizm and Commumication
and invited her to teach at Southern. Adter serving nearly 30 years
in ||Lm|1f»'\f'i||-.-I ncar her family and alma miater, Joiner became part of
Southern's faculty in Fall 2019, Her studenis quickly recognized her
passion and cxpertise.

“Ix. Joiner is so enthusiastic,™ said Julia Scriven, junior public relations
major. “It’s impossible not to be captivated by what she’s saying, Her
Passion is contagious, and she has a way of making her students feel
heard and appreciated. 1 look forerand o any cliass 1 have with her”

Mo matter what challenges come her way, Joiner praises God for His
hand in her life.

“ talk, 1 write, I teach, and I love doing so many things,” Joiner said.
“T used to worry abowt being too scattered becawse of this, but God
will make room in your life for all the gifts He has given you. Almaost
everything that Pve dreamed of doing, I've been able to do. 1t has really
been an amazing carcer.”

{/

Professional
Shudents inferested in enlering a field of
research or medicing will need fo master
professional lab technigues, and Southem’s
Fcotudcology class helps them do just that. This
semester, shudents such as Daniel Woo, who
graduated this May with 2 Bachelor of Science
in Biclogy, studied the effiects of various imins

on fruit flies. This upper-division, hands-on lab
course builds a strong portiolio, which has
landed students full graduate scholarships
even before they take final exams.




Giving Their All
Danae (Bland) Netteburg, ‘02, MD, and her husband, Olen—also

a medical doctor—have never made it their goal to earn praise or
set records. Instead, dedicated to following God'’s path for their
lives, they have an internal drive to give their all, no matter if they
are serving in the mission field or | g the Appalachian Trail.
Olen’s father, Kermit Netteburﬁ:‘ _ their story.
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From Student to Mission Doctor
: a mis
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So, every Sabbath the Netteburgs pack the kids into the
truck—along with a group of Chadians—and drive out into
the bush. They find a mango trec, park the car, spread plastic
mats on the ground, and soon village children show up a
sit on the mats. Olen teaches them Bible songs. Danac tells
a Bible story. Someone talks about how to pray. Adulis hang
around the edges, in the shade of the tree, and soon the group
is 50, 80, or 100 people. After a few weeks, it's a church.

The missionarics have started more than a dozen of these
bush churches, and most now have Chadian leadership. Some
of the churchies have survived; some haven’t.

“No matter what, two things have happened,” Olen says.
“Teople have heard about Jesus, and we've had a genuine
Sabbath rest.™

How do they keep up the pace, with six days a week in
the hospital and then the seventh out under the mango rees
planting churchies! The work is exhausting, and the couple
knew they couldn’t keep it up indefimitely. Thus, they came
up with the idea of a ninc-month sabbatical to hike the
.-"\pr.a].is'hid.n. T:|'.a|i|.I trading one hectic pace with its constant
challenges for a totally different pace and new challenpes.

Danae and Olen planned the trip three years ago, but it
didn't work out. Then, in cary 2020 they realized: *We have
an exceptional stafl at the hospital. We've got time. We
should think about doing this now!™

Thiy left Africa five days later, and their first day on the
trail was four days after that.

Unexpected Challenges

Thie family completed the hike between March and
October of 2020, rrekking through snow, sleet, rain, biting
winds, thick fog, clouds, and summer hear. Addison figured
out the best way o dry wet clothes: 1 just sleep in them, and
they get dry”

But a complication they hadn't anticipated was the
COVID-19 pandemic, which forced them to get creative.

“We ended up hopscotching around the Appalachian
Trail in order to hike where it was :\'.!|.1.‘:-'I, and where the
states permitted hiking,” Olen says. He remembers their
first brush with the rising challenge. *March 19 was the day

¢ Columns

things started to close. We had hiked only 44 miles of the
trail to that point. | h\ughl fresh .x'umllj-:\ which made cach
pack heavy, and then we hiked 8.2 miles to the hut where
we had planned o stay—our longest hike so far. However,
when we arrived, the shelter had a sign that said *Closed for
Coronavirus™

The next place to stay was 3 miles away, and they'd be
pu.x"hin;'_ dark 1o gl there—something they'd never done
before. The family decidad to go for broke and made it
camp just as the daylight was fading.

“We were cating Ramen noodles by headlamps, and
nohody was complaining. Instead, the kids were practicing
their *Katahdin® poses—how they'd mug for a camera ar the
niorthermn terminus of the trail'™ Olen remembers. That night
hi smiled o himself, figuring they had a chanece to complete
the trail.

On the Trail

“Tt was amazing to watch the kids hike—30 miles one day
anid more than 25 miles on several days—with no complaine,™
Olen says. “We would stop for nature lessons and to watch
the wild animals. And m's'.i.\'jnn..|||'5' for ice cream or piz=a.”

Zanc remembers his first encosnter with a wild animal,
almost sitting on a rattlesnake. The family coached him on
how to slide away slowly and leave the snake undisturbed.

They saw bears, deer, binds, and ponies. They also found a
host of small critters and wok a couple days off from hiking to
mount some of the insects.

“It was their classwork; we tried to make sure they
continued learning while we hiked” Danac explains,
According to Lyol, “It was pretty fun school”

Mone of the children got tired of hiking. Day after day, the
routine was similar. Get up. Start a fire. Make breskfast. Break
camp. Start hiking. Eat some snacks midway through the
day. Srop for the night. Pirch camp. Cook supper. Tell storics
aroumd a camphire. Turn in.

Olen and Danac slept in a double hammeock, while the
four children shared a two-person tent.

“We did that to save weight,” Olen cxplains. “We
started out carrying about 160 pounds of gear. By the end, we
had stripped that down to under 100 pounds. Every ounce
mattered on some of the big climbs.”

Renewed Peace

The Appalachian Trail stretches approcimately 2,200
miles from Georgia to Maine, and most people hiking the
entire trail end at the northemmaost poing, M Katahdin,
Howrever, because the pandemic forced the family w jump
aroamd and hike sections of trail out of sequence, their last
sepment was Springer Mountain in Goorgia.

“We wanted o be very respectiul and obey health
regulations,” Olen says, although it wasn't casy. Throughout
the trip, they carclully documented their progress 1o make
sure they completed every mile of the tmil. In the end,
the family hiked for 177 days and wok 54 days off to drive
between trail sepments, do laundry, or rest a bit.

On top of Springer Mountain, after cight months of
adventure, the farnih' celebrated their {nrnph‘Lian of the
frnal section of the trail by creating the number 2,193 with
marshmallows, representing the wtal number of miles hiked.

“I thoughi I might be overwhelmed with emotion,” Olen
said. “But | wasn’t. | simply felt pride and joy. My kids had
accomplished something no four kids that young had ever
done. We just celebrated the moment as a family.”

Mow the: Mettehurgs are off the trail and back at the
hospital in Chad, bringing medical care and the gospel o the
bush country of Africa.

“Peing out on the trail for that long helped me rediscover
a sense of peace,” Danae says. “Living in Chad, we deal
with a lot of illness and death. You start to carry that weight
aroamd. This trip was God's way of getting us ready for more
service in Chad." w

In 2019, Danae was
recognized as Southerm’s
Alwmna of the Year.

Discovering Creation
Through SOAP

hroughout the school year, students at Southern have
the opporiunity to go on their own mini-adventures
through Sowthern Owidoor Adventure Programming
({SOAP). Run by the university's Duidoor Leadership
team in the School of Physical Bducation, Health, and
‘Wellness, SOAP was created in 2009 with the goal of
instilling in students the desire fo spend time in God's
creation and introducing them fo recreational acfivities
that they can continue long past their college experience.
In a typical year, SOAP offers 20 trips, including activities
such as backpacking, caving, rock climbing, whitewaler
rafting, skiing, and more.
“I thoroughly enjoy offering
SOAP trips and giving students
opporiunifies to go on exciting, safe,
and Christ-centered adventures,”
said Mike Harris, adventure
programming director and Ouidoor
Leadership professor.
“The SDAP trips have taught
me 50 much about teamwork and
have given me opporiunifies to
enjoy activities | would never have
experienced othemwise, such as
caving,” said Desfini Hufnal, senior
nursing major. My favorile memories come from a
camping trip where my friends and | got fo canoe on
the lake at night, which was super fun and adventurous.
| especially enjoyed the worship and conversation we
had around the firepit. It was a refreshing experience

1o reconnect with my friends and God. | love that SOAP
anchors me io God through nature and gives me:
opporiunities to encourage ofhers and bond with people
| may not know well.”
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OUTDOORS

-------"

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER
ONCE SAID, “READING ARBOUT
NATURE IS FINE, BUT IF R
PERSON WALKS IN THE WOODs
AND LISTENS CAREFULLY, HE
CAN LEARN MORE THAN WHAT
IS IN BOOKS, FOR THEY SPERK
WITH THE VOICE OF GOD.”
STUDENTS AT SOUTHERN GET
AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO
BENEFIT FROM NATURE, FINDING
PEACE, FUN, CONNECTION, AND R
BREAK FROM ROUTINE RS THEY
EXPLORE THE GREAT OUTDOORS.

Al piwoios contriteded.

"fOftcn people get stressed

DEVIN VAUDREVIL
senior outdoor leadership major

about something if

they’re not in control,”
said Devin Vaudrevil. “Part
of de-stressing is allowing
yoursclf to intentionally
release that control, and when you get cutdoors, nature just
does what it's going to do. If it rains, it rains.”

He values the slower-paced, nonconforming character
of the natural \w1l|.d, Cnjoying kayal‘i.mz, CATKOCIN, and any
other outdoor activitics where he can be around water:

*] like water because it's going to move whether you like it
or not,™ he said. *Rock climbing is another great activity. You
can't control the rock. 16 just there, and you have w figure
out how to get around it.”

While doing an internship at an academy, Vaudreuil was
inspired by the fact that many classes were held outdoors,
regardless of the weather. Mow he is pursuing an outdoor
leadership carcer in education at Southem.

“Pve learmned a Lot about how people leam, and the best
methods aren’t necessarily a quiz or PowerPoint,” Vaudreuil
said. “It’s important to tske the time o use an expericntial
approach to teaching students who leam by doing. The
adventure therapy courses Pyve taken here have helped me
understand how to serve people better and meet their needs™

DWIGHT REY
senior film production major

rowing up in Toronto, Canada,
G Dwight Rey made urban
exploration {urbex) his hobby,
However, his time at Southemn has
introduced him to 2 new kind of
adwmlum, and he has channeled his
passion into discovering nature,
“Coming to Southem showed me
maore ideas for exploring,” Rey said.
“For example, getting to rappel in
vertical caving piqued my interest; we
don’t have that stulf in the city. The
closest thing in urbex is sewer exploration, which is also fun
and exciting, but it's not the same.™
Ry got involved with the university's Outdoor Leadership

wdventure programs and has taken o variety of courses, such
as whitewuter rafting, canoeing, kayaking, and more. He even
carried his film squipment on some backpacking, cuving,
ansd mounraineenng rips o incorporare his love for ourdoor
explorarion inte his senier Ailm project.

I like thar every day is different, depending on the
wearher," he said. "Narure is a nice change of scenery, and

when you're doing acriviries such as hiking or hiking, you're
actually aware of where you are"

KIRSTEN LORELLE CLARK

senlor marketing major

and has always loved rhe aurdaors. Besides camping,
hiking, and roller blading, she particularly enjoys
practicing landscape photography.

Clark's father encouraged this hobby over the years. Asa
photographer himself, whenever he wpdated his camera gear,
he gave his older equipment to his kids. The family would go
ot rogether, and while Clark's paTents arl slh’mgs fowensed
om birding and phorographing wildlife, she caprored the
beauty and variety found in landscapes.

Seuthern has been a good fit for Clark. She enjoys hiking
on the weekends and fondly remembers camping with her
fricnds the firse week after arriving on campus.

“Whon they invited me, [ was precry excited becawse |
knew there were cool places to go around here," she said. It
just cheers me up to be ouside hearing the birds sing, doing
something completely separate from electromics, homework,
or other stressful responsibilities.”

K irsten Lorelle Clark calls the Pacific Northwest her home

VICTOR O’DALA

sophomare business administration major

ne of the factors thar influenced
0'\-‘u‘.m| 'Dala’s decision ro arrend
Sourhern was it viciniry mo a variery
oof bezwariful |Ilm'H whiere he can ger
ourside and spend time in nanre. His
favarite activity is rock climbing, but %
he also seizes on any opportunity to go b
backpacking or hiking.
(¥Dala has always prioritized spending time outside, but
m 4'.||"rg',- it has mken on even more i1||r||1r|.‘|.m'.e- for hirm. (Un
r|'|o,- l\.‘(gkmul\, itnre |'\-:;|r|nr.\ hls T:-Fn;;g- |.rl1|‘|| r|‘|¢ routine
u\;lc]rrnit; PressLTES |:rr|11's M:rrtd:-l?'arl]l\c|L|:_:l'|a]—'r||.|:-|1_\' \q‘hn||||r.
"Cretting outdoors lets me de-<tress from the chaos in my
life,” he saicl. “Marure is a place to ser away from all of the
stuff thar makes me anxious. There [ can reconneet with
mysclf and with fricnds.”

MARIA JOSE MORAN

Senior mass communication major

s a ciry girl growing up in
A Tepucigalpa, Honduras, Maria
Jraé Mordn didin't begin spending
e outside regularly unril she came o
Sourthern.

“Because | was unfamiliar with being
around narture and didn’r have access
o it before, [ elt like [ needed to gee
outdoors here," Mordn said.

Shie soon discovered that she did
not like hiking. However, she realized
that running outside was more enjoyable than doing a gym
wnrlu wil, &0 5l|r |||'.|;|g JogEIng an tIlq- umvrnﬂr‘_\"s llilil :1!.'.~h-n1
part af her moming rautine,

"Ie% defimitely became a priorivy, becanse the fresh air
puts me im a great mood,” Mordn said. “While U'min nature,
1 have time o think, organize, and plan. Afver [ spend time
outside, 1 fecl much more focused.”

In addirion e running, Maordn enjoys sitting ourside 1o
paint or journal. She also values narure for its impact on her
spiritual life.

“Mature helps me reflect on God's power,” she said,

“It personalizes who God is for me and reminds me that
‘intangible’ God is still physically close,”
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God-Centered,
Student-Focused

For 22 years, David Smith, PhD,

chair, followed by his
recently sat dcw
FJ"“‘I(i t for Spiri
35 he prepares to retire t"w

) foran

has serve
17 years in 1981 a an English professol
term as presid
nterview w
, o share
S summer.

E—'_;cl__l'."1ef|"|. He began his
en departrment
nt from 2016- 9(]91. Smith

vith . V.gupl"l Khabbaz, vice
ome memoeries and thoughts

The ioliowing comessalion has been edied lor length.

Joseph Khabbaz: As you look back over 22 years at
Southern, what is your favori
i have two Favorit vm||n tive memor
in the classroom at Southem. [ g
for 17 years, and 1 loved every minute of it, having such an
expericnee with students, It was so fun o walk into
mid together create a world and live in it Thar's what
“ame part ch other's lives.
ics and really powerful, positive
s whenever 1 think about Southern students and the
v we had learing wgether, growing together, and helping
1 other,

The other memory is having students pray with me.
Besth when [ was a veacher rnl imce 've l\-n ome president,
perindically students have com purpose

tor cho that

c by for the cxpn

of asking, “Can we pray with  That has always deeply
mioved me.

Oy ¢ time whe n [ was teaching tudent stogped by and
said: “You look tired. Can [ pray for you!” [ happened to be

n'lumlv that day, an -t that ﬂ-;\.ilfl P m\l wow, |
was [lled with cnergy! L i was g pray rr\.-l
students for those of us who arc IL\*'n 1o servie them mean so
much more than they could ever know

ich | pristessor and |'.a~|m
it to m... Can a word that

|-n. hy!

“When [ beg

nmmi l|LI| this is when students make
5. This is when they set the course thar

|||b-.~u|l fior ¢ |wn‘- tol ir lives.

's about God

or Imm before thar

._l way that has brought

Lead |L|Il| s -.1||q
the st dec
marny of them s
Southern is
shaping a life that
person was born, an
thiat .\'llJ\ll T b o

that student s partners with Gaod
w |\| Ih at ||h become what it’s supposed to be.

hetter than being part of thar proccss.

JK: As you have lived life with the students and cmployecs
heere for more than two decades, what is your favorite meal at
the Dinings Hall?

DS: My answoer wil| di.\'.lrwir'L probably all of the carciul
orthington Skallops. When they
serve Skallops, 'm just one really hapgy on. | couldn’® eell
you why. [t's probably not good for me, but 1 love the wse of
them. So when the cafe has them, 1ty to show up.

CALCTS AT I'LI.\




JK: And do you get it with the extra tartar sauce!
DS: Absolutcly. The more tartar sasce, the betver.

JK: When you became our university president five years ago,
what was your main goal, and how has it progressed! Has the

outcome surpriscd you in any way!

DE: Five years ago, | actually declined the invitation to serve
as president at first. Having been president clsewhere, [ knew
what the job entailed, and 1 wasn't sure

it was God's plan for me. Bat through a

personal process, He convicted me that

was what He wanted me to do.

I had only one goal when 1 started,
and 1 have unhl one at this poant: o
do whatever it is that God wants me o
do, whenever He calls me o do it He
didn't speak to me from the mountain
and say: “This is what I want you to do.
And when you're done with thar, you're
done.™ At cach step along the way He
simply said, “This is what 1 want you to do right now”

From the beginning, 1 sensed the importance of building
on Southern’s strong spiritual vision. The outcomes in this
arca arc probably my most pleasant surprise during my time
as president. | see the campus coalescing around things
that involve surrendering ourselves to God, asking Him o
transform us, asking for His love tw fill us tw overflowing, and
pushing all of the selfishness out of us.

1 think in the Last five years, God has continued o help
and bless this place in remarkable ways that

Inoagh e years

| had only cne goal
when | started, and |
have only one at this
Dﬂint tD dO \"\'hatever |t pc-ImnH.ll\-‘ and | think it is xi;milic';-ml [+
is that God wants me to  many employees—is that we are contered,
do, whenever He calls
me to do it.

1: Wi 3 hearl for young pecple, Smith

{renter exs enjoyed g Wi, sErving,
a0 Dok ME Ingethes wth studerts

2 As presidan, Smith served 35 e face
ol Southem, Inchuding {his pholo shoct for
e Campeaign for Exceliance In Faith and
Lieming, which was compleled 1 year

: Al Ihe beginning of every school year,
Presideni Smilh gave oul Chere's home
e CONES I RCOMING SIS,

#&: Cherle and Diavid Smilh kave been a
OyTENTIC: R IO 49 ErS of MearTiage.

have positioned the university for a strong future, 1 wotally
lift Him up for that and thank Him. It has been a privilege tw
partner with Him.

JK: Of all that you have accomplished ar Southem, what do

you feel is the most significant?

DE: I'm not sure what I have sccomplished, but 1 can share

what God has done. And that includes bringing about the

new ole of vice president for Spiritual Life

and calling you, Joseph, to that position. 1

think in some ways God created you wo ful il

this influential role and prepared you for it
OF everything that has happened,

the thing that means the most to me

absolutely centered institutionally, on the
lowe of God and its power to transform not
only our lives but also the lives of those we
serve as God works through us.

Tor the degree that we pursue that goal, to the degree
wo cxpericnce it, and o the degroe we pass it on o futre
pencrations, | believe to thar same degree, Southern will
b all that God intended it to be. And I couldn’t be more
pleased with that prospect.

JK: As you retine from Southemn and your wife, Cheric,
retires from her pastoral work at the Collegedale Church of
Seventh-day Adventists, what do you most look forwarnd to!
And what do you anticipate missing!

: Presidant Smilh modats support of the

Anmu| Guing sock campsign that provided
ufion sE5154NCe 10 hel SIuoENts 3lian 3

qually, Corisien educslion 3l Southem

: During gravusslions for the last e years,
Smith s celetraed wilh every studen
partcipzling In Ihis academic mikesione.

7: As an Englsh prolessor, Smilh worked
will Soulhesn’s Desliny Drams company,
plched In 1082,

8: Smith hosted the nsle of Soulhern's
206 Giving Dy

DS: I've worked in education for just a hair short of 50 years,
and it’s been so embedded inomy life. 1t's been my calling,
what God wanted me o do. And I've enjoyed it You don't
just walk away from something that’s so people-centered,
relatiomship-centered, and God-centered and not miss ic So,
I know I°ll miss the people, especially the studenis.

[ will miss the cycles of the school year. 've always
enjoyed that. The fresh beginning of the semester, the
middle where you might get just enowgh of a break o get
you through, and then when you're really, really tived, you're
done. And you realize, “Hey, God got me through that
again!™ | know I'm going to miss that.

But what 1 absolutely won't miss:
COMMittoe moectings, virtual or in
person! When 1 was in the classroom,

1 could kove CVCTY Mminute ol it and it
would energize me. Committee mectings
don’t. Tdo my best by them, but they're
not the kind of thing 1 cagerly anticipate.

Generally speaking, in retirement Pm looking forward o
spending more time on things that do energize me. I'm an
outdoors person by nature, and wildlife photography is my
hignest hobby. 1 will be spending a lot of time enjoying God’s
creation, taking lots of pictures, and just enjoying nature as |
always have,

One thing that [ know both Cheric and I really book
forweard 1o is not having locked-in appointments tha fll our
days. Having some options and maybe not doing the same
thing every week at the same time. But both of us also look
forveard to what God has for us next. We don’t believe that

From the beginning, |
sensed the importance
of bu"d”qg on Southem's our hearts and our lives for what He has had

strong spiritual vision.

in retirement He's ketting us off the hook from serving ather
people, nor would we want Him o, So we know we'll be
serving others; we just don’t know what that means yer. We're
looking forward 1o finding it out.

JK: What is your hope for everyone who has avtcended or
graduated from Southem during your time as prosident?
DS: That's almost too casy, Joseph. And maybe it shouldn't
be. | smscss, as a univensity president, 1 should entertain deeper
thoughts than I'm about 1o express, But | think my hope for
every student | ever taught, every employee I've ever worked
with, every constituent or alum I cve
weould be that someday very soon we would
meet in Heaven, Period.

1 pray every day that God would prepare

in store for us from before He created the
woorld. I've allowed my imagination wo run
frecly enoughs to try to visualize what a world
done God’s way would be like, compared o the world I'm
livir
for Heaven.

As much as | valee human relationships and human love
and a lot of really positive, wonderful things in my life here
at Southem, 1 can’t think of anything greater than to sec you,
my family, all those 've known here, o see you all in Heaven,
And having the realiztion: “You know what!? There's no time;
thene’s o clock. We've pot forever to enjoy a pefect world.™
I =zay, let's gt at it and lets do it =

P
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in right this moment. And it mukes me so cager, so cager
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at Southern, engaged in the university's B1

Did You Know? o o P

Founded in 1892, Southern has grown and changed significantly through the years. undergraduate degree programs an
See how many of these facts and numbers are new to you! fé\ é ¥ 0a0) koL
o a Wi :

Lynn Wood Hall, named in 1945 for

1914-1915 and 1978-1922), was completed in
1924 and ks the oldest busiding in use on campus.

several work-related scholarships.

for I 1
Student jobs have been a mutually — | ; 4 !
beneficial arrangement since Southem was L nn H WUod : Studgnts from all 50 has nearly 40 miles of :
I I ag gt - 1
founded. Today, the university employs more m y | slates alan SDUT:I_EF”' hiking and biking trails. i
than 1,500 student workers and offrs “ iSouthern’s 8ih and 111h president, serving ! along with Tepresentatives ety
: from 3T couniries
I
*

In the last five years, 6,920

,_________
-----a

- - - « people have been baplized

I
_______ ) ’ ﬂ » ! following student-led evangelistic
- - n 5 ; meetings in 14 countries.

Southern's tuition

and fees are 34%

lower than the In an average year, nearly
national average for 3 00

private colleges and

universities. ¢ students sarve on lang-tarm

and short-term mission trips.

. - ! Come See for

‘ . e @ e ‘
: S8 %\ e The Bietz Center for Student Each year, students receive nearty
More than 1,200 students participate : Life—he students new $1 8.000.000
in approximately 100 LifeGroups at E “living room™—will feature y y
I Snstfmlalm_r?n UDF;Ur‘[LJniI}'”[O worship of i__ . With eight intramural sports to choose 42,200 square feet In Southern-based scholarships.
~ and fellowship with a small community from during the school year, more than 50% e o
friends each week. of students participate in one or more. Of space, Wit optians for @ @ @ @ @

fun, worship, food, and more
when it opens this fall.
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Reaching Out
to Christ

by Madison Reinschmide, junior meess commumication major

hen Collegedale Church of Seventh-day

Adventists transitioned to online services in
2020 becawse of the COVID-19 pandemic, Mathan
McKee, '14, fel et involved with
outreach. While reading about God's call in Isaiah
38 to help the less fortunate, he realized the need
to assist those living in the local arca wi Hasic
necessities, such as food or shelter.

According to the Chattanoogs Regional
Homeless Coalition, the number of unsheleered
individuals in the coumty increased by more than
A0% during the pandemic. After speaking to various
local organizations, McKee and his friend and fellow
Southern alum Raymond Liu, 13 and *16, partmered
with the church to cstablidh a small group called
Isaiah 58. The growp's goal is to visit, witness, and
pnl\'i\L‘ poods to pnlph- living in homeles CAmps in
the surrounding community.

In Qur Backyard

McKee and Liu began visiting a camp in
Ooltewsah last Awgust and have tricd to retum every
twior weeks since then, inviting family and friends
o join. During cach visit, the group makes note of
what the inhabitants nead and returns the next time
with supplics, such as sleeping bags, hats, gloves,
soap, hygiene products, food, and drinks.

“Ewvery time we approach the camp, we shout
‘outreach’ to ket them know that we are there wo
mect their needs,” Liv explained. “This one word
is s special to me, becasse we want them to know
that we will not harm them or steal from them as
oitheers have. It has been a very cool experience
become friends with them—to understand whao they
arc and what has browght them there”

The pmpL‘ living in the camp also have a desire
o be close to Christ. They want to be prayed for
and are often found rc.sdin:.: their Bibles or ]i-»h“:l'li]'l:.!
o Chiristian radio programs.

For Kris Eckenmoth, 99, asociate senior pastor at
the Collegedale Church, visiting the homeless camp

“NEW

REﬂTlBH
N

Nathan McKee, *14 {left), 3nd friend Cody McElroy, 46, prepane to share food dering 3 Sabbath
SMBMNOON VIS 10 3 CRAMTINOOGE red NOMESIess Camp.

in the

“Whenever | leave after spending time there, 1 have a lump in my
throat,” Eckenroth said. *1 fee] as if 1 have been in the presence of Christ,
These people are right in our backyard. Everyone who lives in the
(L\”n:.\l.lh‘ area probably passes by them every day. It's casy to be
unaware, but Jesus—in the form of someone who is homeless—is lierally
within arm's reach. If people ane looking for a real experience with Jesus,
it is availahle"

The Shirt Off His Back

In the course of their visits, the Isaiah 38 group has been struck by
the selflessness of those iving in the camps. As the ETOup has retumed
regularly, the inhabitants have become cxcited about their visits and look
for ways that they can give badk.

Onee, McKee noticed that a man was wearing a shirt with 2 Bible verse
on it. To start up a conversation, McKee said, “Hey man, 1 love your shint!™

To his SUTITISE, the man n*.a'u\ru.]n] by -.ft'rrin:.: it to him and starting
1o take the shirt off. McKee quickly stopped him but was
selflessness demonstrated in this experience and many others.
“Some of the people will =ay: ‘1 have enowsh stuff. Look through what 1

have so you can give it to others who need it mone,™ Liu said. “Seeing how

giving the people an: has truly softencd my heart.”

Ome day, McKee and Eckenroth encountered a man who had nothing
but the clothes he was wearing. The man necded a tene, bur they had
only onc tent left to give, which was already promised to another couple.
Unprompited, the couple wld the outreach group o give the tent w the
other man instead. Although their tent had holes and was falling down,
they put their needs aside for a stranger.

This is what Christ asks His followers to do—to give to those less
fortunate in all situations.

“He is calling us, in a dark time in Earth's history, to be light,”
Eckenroth said. “Light shines in the dafkness when we treat people as if
they ame Jesus.™ =

ugget

The Histo

God Has Seen Us Through

“We have nothing
to fear for the future,
except as we shall forget
the way the Lord has led
us, and His teaching in
our past history”

|Lie SRgiches of Bien G, WTe, po 196).

brs Jeenell Huallyuise

ensures o fighr COVIT-1Y,

such as masks, quaranrine,

and adjusted school calendars,
may feel unprecedented, but they have
been used o fight illness for decades,
even at Southern. In the years before
vaccines were available, diseases such
i !il“:-ll]r.‘l'|x. |“E"-I"-I{‘!i| 'r‘F“I '!'I"I-ll:ﬂ.)' 'r:V‘t‘r
P‘rﬁ]uenlh-' |1||-g-:;h:d COmmurbies across
the country and made their presence
known at Southern, as well. During at
least ome smallpox epidemic, the small
basilding known as the Dell House—the
oldest structure on campus—uvas uscd
o howse quarantined students,

Influenza also discupted campus life

at times, The most well-known instance
was the 1918 flu pundemic, which
reached Chattanooga in October of
that year. Thousands in the area became
sick, including about 8% Southern

I 1965, B3 sludents and eachirs became il from Mepatilie, and the counly health wmmmm
discover its source. To stop further infection, i 1 00 i received pr
from the coliege health services toam,

SEMESrer wis p:“rpnrlﬂl m ':I“‘Ik'r T
minimize illness,

Throughout its history— including
during the COVID19 pandemic
Southern has taken precautions o
reduce infections while relying on
prayer and God's grace, and He has

.‘||l|lbt"nﬂi| 'r“‘ll I:'|J|'|'||'|'"'|r'||r‘| rn{'1:|||'?t‘r.\
|'1;1n1|g-|,f h:g:[l'wr (RN r|1'¢|:=L':1_
Despite several severe cases on
campus, there were no student or
employee faralitics. The spirit of
service was strong, however, and
several students volunteered to help
ill familics neadby. hlessed. As Ellen Whire expressed,
Lesser-known influenza epidemics “M'e have nothing o fear for the furure,
hit the area in 1928 and 1934, and both except as we shall forget the way the
times Southem made adjustments w Lord has led us, and His teaching in our
the school calendar in response. Exams  past history” (Life Sketches of Ellen G,
were delayed, Christmas vacation White, p. 196). =
was extended, amd che start of second
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Alumni Notes

’50 Clifton Keller, 58, lives in Lebamon
s'lurrmﬂ. Keniucky. Afier pradumiing
from Sowthemn with a bachelor's degree in educa-
tion, he carmied advanced depress st Washington
Unmniversity in St. Louis and Motre Dame University
in Indiana. He recenily leamed that his book Diogsg
Science, Learning Life: Acovides wish Shirinaal Lesoms
is a free pesounce available online through Andress
University. Keller also co-wrote two collepe-level
phivsics books, Elrcromagneson and Mechanics.

’60 th‘"T, 68, and Linda {Hallock )
sﬂirhh}', 10, met at Sowthem and have
been married for 51 wears. They miscd theee chil-
dren, a girl and twa boys, but lost their doughter i
carier when she was ape 7. Their sons have broughit
them uniold joy and theee grndchildren.

’70 A Richard and Caleen {Seitz) Stanley,
S'TI . met their jumior year at Southern

ini Jerome Clirk's American History chiss while
sitting side by side alphabetically. They hecame
engaged after Richard was accepied io Loma Lind:
University School of Medicine in € izt and
will celchrate 50 years of marriage in Awmst. They
have two children and thiee grandchildren and 2
happily retired in New Smyma Reach, Fc
a few Blocks from the ocean, after Richard
Family medicime for nearly 40 years.

Linda Miclsen, 71, pased the CPA exam in 1977
and pradeated from the University of Maryked at
Raltimore with a master's degree i social work in
1986 She lives in Sileer 5 . Maryland, and
retired from the Adult Te lealth Clinic at
Walter Beed Mational Military Medical Hiospital in

‘We'd love to hear from you, and
50 would your classmates! Send
updates about addifions fo your
professional recognitions, or ofher

news you'd like io share i

[l Kaihy Lord, *75, lives in Altamonte Springs,
Florida, and retired in April last year after 40 years
af warking in home: kealth cre, oncolagy, and
IV therapy. Within the last decade, she obined

i tinnal certification as 2 geriatric CaT manager.
s focever grabeful for the wonderful edisca.
tiom sk roceived at Southern and advises others
o “ahermys lead with your knowledse and love with
vour heart.”

’Bn Amndrea Kiture, "84, oums the Satcllie
s[irmrr, an online keaming plaform. She

lives im Bedias, Texas.

I Angela | Henry (attended)
accountant with Alegna Finan Management Inc.
Zhe leads the highly respecied
counting professivrals provid-

ing financial, tax, and buginess advieory services b
chients in the ententainment, media, and profesional
services industrics. Angela compleied her under-
graduate degree in 1990 and her MILA degree with 2
comceniration in fimance in 1995 at ibe University
af Tennessee at Chattanaogs.

a certified public

im Atlanta, Georgi

n Becky (Rempher), '87, and Jim MoCurdy, 08,
pastor a small, theee-chunch disirict in ihe northeast
wnameer of Washington. They reeently colehrated 33
vears of marriage, which has been blessed by cight
children: daughter Clarissa died in @ car accident

im 3005 at age 8; four are married; two are plinning
weddings ihis year; and the youmpest, Susm
o attend Southern this fll. The growing Bmily now
includes six grandchildren, and the couple praises
God for His poodnes.

Siephen Lake, 88, works as
st for outpatient rehahilit
Tennesoe.

a senior physical ther.-
o im Chatianooga,

I Bo, "85, and Tina (Frist} Smith, 8%, met

on campus mare than 30 years ago and now live

in Apison, Tennessee. Tina has been part of the
Marketing and University Relations team at
Spathem for the past nine years, and Bo i in [T
security prvemance at Tiue Cros THue Id

im Chattanooga. Their son, Teé, is a junior at
Southem, studying math education and phnning
to serve abroad next year as a student missionary

i the Republic of Pabe. Their daaghiter, Carolina,
is a freshamam at Andrews University in Michigan,
jpursuing an animal scicnce fpre-veterinary medicine
degree. As empty nesters, o and Tira continue (o
love boating and spending time with fricnds.

Il Marcus, "59, and Deanna (Darbo) Dekle, 53,
arl their Gmily live in Hamburg, Penmsylvania.
Their dusghier, Awinmn, is croolled in the nursing
program at Sothem.

’gu Janmeii Myrie, "97 and 00, camed
S'Jn M=M degree from Grand Canyon

University im Arizone. She lives in Apopka, Florida,

’ﬂu I3 Tron, 101, ard Kristee (Young)
S'A-'ildcr.'L'-},Jm profesors at Sowthem.
“Tran teaches in the School of Education and
Peychalogy, and Kristic teaches in thie Schaoal

of Social Wark. They bave two sons: Ace (7)

aned Jude (5).

and Rebevca (Lauritzen) Kundz, 07, live in
Califormia, with their two sons: Mathan (
aned Samuc] (9).

n Boaz, T4, and LaRae (Coleman} Papendick,
T4, comtinue io serve as misionarics in Senegal,
West Africa, along with their four children: Tashir
(13}, Lika (%), Litza (6}, and Rachaar, borm in
September 2000,

Fivis Rodrigmer [asttended) graduated from
Aniillean Adventist University with a Bachelor of a
Ans in Physical Educ He lives in Pueno Rice
aned plans to attend medical school o gpecialio in
spoats medicine.

3 1 u 0 Detra Betis, *12, pradusied from
s:i;ulh*m with a family studics magor
aned then eamed a master’s degree in human services
coumseling: from Liberty University in Vieginia
in 2014. She has held pos
o crime a5 a victim advocaie and currenily & a2
centified health coach. She launched Delight in
Your Health LLC in Febnmry E020 and lives in
Reidsvillle, Morth Carolina.

I Calieb, 08 and "13, and Brenda (Manchez)
Fischier, 12 and "1 3, welcomed their st daughter in
My 2020, The family lives in Ooltcwab, Termessee,

& Janclle (Lockwiiz) Edmendson, "1, "14, and

s an AN board certificd nurse practitioner
with moee than seven years of professional menital
health experience. She als is the founder and
director of Phoenix Health PLLC in Chattanoog.
As the critical incident support specialist for
Tri-Commaunity Volunieer Fire Department, she
provides suppornt and truma procesing to members
ol lowing critical ncidents. Janelle serves @& an
adjunct profeser for mental health norsing within
Cleveland State Commemity Collepes Associate
Mursing Program. She is active with the Termessee
Mimister and Mental Health Team, Rlue
HELF, the First Responder Sui Prevention Task
Force, and Firefighier Rehavieral Healih A Riance.

Seth Daly Steomis, *15, and his wifie, Ashley, live
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Seth is a resident
physician in psychiatry at Masachuscits General
Hiaspital.

[E] Lexie Center, 16, lives in Forida and works

s 3 social medi maper for ibe Women's Tennis
Assciation. Previously, she traveled all aver the world,
including Mew York, Paris, and i psisting with
tennis tournamenits. She works more hehind the senes
fior now, becanse of OOVITLD9 iravel resirictions, but
hipes to return by traveding soon. She manages all of
hee WTAS social medis accvamis, covers matches, sends
tennis phayers content from their matches, and posts
sponsared content, amaong other regponsibilities. She was
part of the team that o Tennis Linked, a shaower thai
begam g aficr tenmis iosmamenis siogped doe o the
pandemic and won the Content Crestion award from
Leaders Sports Awards.

Family Additions

Ehina (Holwarh Eustache (sttended) and her bushand, Gary,
weloomed their son, Judah, on Novemsher 29, T020. They live in
Fremoni, Mew Hampshire.

n'l.irulm' [Jacobsoa) Thoep, "1, and ber hushand, Chris,
weloomed their son, Jacob, on January 21, 2021, The Gmily lives
in Laarel, Marylarsd.

EX Tony, "13, smd Jolene (Sparks) Messer, 12, welcomed their
sim, Liam Alexander, on December 17, 2000, Tony serves asa
pastar in the Michigan Conderenee.

[ER Sam. "13, and Satara {Johmson) Madamjan, 09, welcomed
their daphier, Ainsley, on September 16, 20200
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Celebrating
Southern
Sweethearts

Mare than 3,500 married alumni couples have joined their hearts and lives! Alumni
Rehtions is excited o bemch Southern Sweeihearts, a new program designed io
celehraie newhywed alumni couples and their new journey together with a special gifi.
Visit southern.cduwfsweethearts b cnedl in this complimentary program.

A Soncyrrn Sunes couble b dnfowd 12 enmdive Towdrn

Lifelong Friends

Southern is proud to recognie two alumni cendenarians
whea have been friends since the 1930s. Last fll, Pierce
J- Moare, 39 (lefit), who turned 101 on Masch 17 this
vear, wis hanowed by his Asheville, Nosth Carolina,
community for service @ a Workd War [ army surgeon.
11, 2020, was by city officials
“F). Mioore, M1 Day,” and e was the keynobe speaker
fior the ceremony. Coyme Knight (attended), who tumed
100 this past December, momed across the hall from
FJ. @t Southern, and kter the twoe were roommates
while they completed medical schiood at Loma Linsy
Uniiwersity. The iwo old friends now bive near cach other
iin Florida, where they recenily eeconmected.

Weddings

ann. T, and Mindy {Jamieson) Troét, 06, were married on June 7, 2020,
during 3 small “COVID-cutious" wedding. They hope to celebrate with their
family and fricnuds when it is safe to gather. The couple lives in East Ridge,
Temnesser, and Mirdy servees as an assistant professor in the Schiood of Vil
At and Design.

Bl Vancssa (Duncan) Matthews, *14, marricd Michael Matthews on Aupust 8,
2020, The couple lives in Merced, Califomnia, and plans (o settle there for 2 few
years hefore maving east to start their Gamile They enjoy the beustiful soenery
that the Wesi ot has io offer and Ery to visit new places whenever possible.

[ER Andrew, "16, and Ashley (Mitchell) Anobile, "15 and "16, were married an
December 6, 2000, The couple lives in Lawrenceville, Ger Amnidrew is an
amnciate pastor 3t a local charch, and Ashley is 3 MU murse in Athinic

nl!omiam:'n,'.'.l:l,_m;l Jessica (Kovach) Lawsom, "19, were married on June

26, J020. Their wedding was originally scheduled for the week afier smduation,
bust COWI-19 changed their plans, and they eloped b Roan Mountain, Marth
Caralira, with their Eamily and best friends. Denjamin i curenitly attending
Andrews University 5 ¥ as he works io complete his master's
degree hefore beginning ministry as a pasior in the Carolina Conference of
Seventh-day Adwentists. Jessica works as a fourth-grade teacher while alo
pursuing a carcer as a wedding photographer. Their kove for traved has thom ich-
ing fior the pandemic o end, so they can visit Scothnd for 2 delayed honeymaon.

B Efileni {Perez-Chiiz) Ofisa, 20, married Aloander Ofisa 11 on Awgest 73,
2020, on ithe heach in Morith Carolina. The couple lives in La Palma, Califomia.
Alexander will praduate with a theology degree from Pacific Union College in
June 202 1. Efileni plans to complete a masters degrees in manmiape and Gmily and
start her own business. The couple shares the goal of starting a YouTube ministry
0 heelip expand God’s everlsting kingdom.

Remembrance

M John “Warren™ Gepliord (attended) was bom on September 8, 1928, in
Andmaore, Oklahoma, and passed away on January 7, 3021, in Hendersonville,
Temnesser, Warren attended clementary school and pradusted from Collepedale
Academy. In 1945, his family moved io Lincoln, Mebraska, so Warren's Biber
conld oversee the broom shop at Unian College. During high school, Warren
met Frances “Frankic™ Hester Geplord (aticnded ), whio later joined him at
Union. Follow ing pradustion, chey were wed and settled in Mashwille, Tennessee,
The couple celiebrated 67 years of marmiage before Frankie passed away in 1016
Warren is survived by dusghiers Doema Hines, '74, and Pairvicia Parks, "6F and
"T4; four gramdichildren: and theee great-prandchildren.

Daris (Tipton) Pierce, 51, passed away at the age of 92 on December 5, 2020,
at Coffman Mursing Home. Tiom March 10, 1928, in Jebmson City, Tennesses,
Doris was a graduaie of Collepedalle Academy ax well as of Souihern. She
received an alumni award from: the wniversity im 7002, Doris began work ad e
Library of Congress in 1951 in the acron, s divisiom and later in the personnel
oifice of this olidest federal cubtural institution in the United Seates, located in
Washimgton, [0.C. She was appointed chief of the Emplovee Relations office in
1967 and worked there until 198, Moving o Hapersiown, Maryland, she served
s assistant o the president of the Review and Herald Publishing Asociation.
Preceded in death by hier bushand, Bneee Alred Pience, Doris i survived by
daughter Judith Lynm Pierce and 13 nieces and nephews.

ﬂRk]nni Chesney, 53, of Cleveland, Termessee, passed away peacefully at
hiome om Friday, May 22, 2020, at the age of 8% following a brief illness. Bichand
waz bom March 4, 1931, in Greeneville, Termesee, grow up in Kncoville, and
praduated from Scauthem in 1953 with a hachelork degree in chemistry. He
served inihe LS. Army s a lab technician umiil 1955 before returming to work
at the Collepe Press on Southern's campas. Richard enjoved a bng career in

the printing indusiry; 33 years with Preston Printing Company in Cleveland,
Tenreszee, followed by 15 years 2t Swarkey Printing Company in Chattanooga,
He: enjoyed working on cars, playing ukulele, waiching Atlanta Braves” hase-
Ball games, and mewing on his John Deere tactor. & frmer member of the
Chaitanoogn Arca Model Railroad Club, Richard also enjoyed camping with

his family and working with Pathfinder youth while attending the Ovltewah
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He was a long-time member of the Towman
Hilks Zeventh-day Adverntist Chiurch in Clevelnd and known for his penerous
heari and saying only kind words abowt others. Richand was preceded in death by
his parents, Darvedl and Florence Chesney, and his fiest wife, Ruby. He is survived
by his wife, Daryl (Andersen) Chesney, '66; childen Evan Chesney, 83,
Sharon (Chesney) Jenkins, B2, Duane Chesney, "0, Dupls Mavherry, and
Doreen {Mavberry) Frost; and two grandsons.

n]nm E Harris, 55, of Loveland, Colorada, passed away at home on
December 2%, 2020, asmounded by family members. He wes bom Diecember
19, 1931, in Nashwille, Tenmesee, and was a licking member of the Seventh-
day Adveritist Church. He gradusted from Highilind Acadenvy in Fortland,
Tenmeszee, in 1950 and then from Southemn with a depree inoreligion. He
praduaied from the Poiomac Seminary in Maryland in 1957 and from Andrews
University in Michign in 1966 with masicr’s degres inreligion and relagsous

cilucatian. In 1959, |ohn and his fimily accepted o call o be misionaries in

Thailand. He leamed e speak, resd, and write the Thai Enguipe, which be

satid was ihe maost difficuli task he ever accomplished. He was a member of the
s Heralds Quartet Thailand, often singing o the Voke of Prephecy radio

at Far Exstern Academy. In 1973, the family returned o the Unieed States, and
the last Morth American charches Jobn pastored were i Gannison and Much,
Cokorada. His fimal call came from Eis beloved Thaibind im 2002, when bie was
asked to pasior the Elamai Seventh-cay Adventist Charch in Banghkok for two
years. fohn continued preaching wniil September of 2016 and was a member

of varkous singing grougs throughout his life. He was preceded in deaths by his
parents; sister Mangaret Frmcis {Haaris) Oshome, and brother Willam Melson
Haaris. He is survived by brother Charles B Harris Sr; wife Donna R, {Jones)
Haris; sons John “Rick™ E Harris |r., William Daniel Harris, and Buben Gerald
Haaris; daughters Elmbeth Argie (Harris) Krespe and Laura Jane {Harris) Adair
ez children Donald Marman, David Moeman, and MNicole (Moman) Watson;
10 grandichilidiren: nine great-grandchikdren; ind many nephews and nicoes.

£l Morman Bermal, 68, passed away on September 7, 2020, at the ape of 75.
Bom i Lima, Peru, be wis awanded o masic schaolarshi ape T for the MNaisonal
Consersbory of Music in Lima to study viokin with Harold Frnken. After pradu-
atirgg from high schial, Moman came to the United Seates s meend Sowthem,
praduating with a hachelor’s degree in viclin performance. He eamed a master's
depree in music education ai Andrews University in Michizm and was awanded
i deckoral fellowshan at Tl te: University School of Music in Indiana. During
ihai time, Blormam began sbw ke art of making fine, handorafied, strinped
instruments. He served fior five years i archestra director and wiolin eacher

ai Pacific Union College in Califomia, developing the orchestra imo a well-
regpecied performing ensemble. Morman moved io Ailania, Georgia, in 1978
and lived there for the remainder of his life. He apened Bemal Violins :md hegan
performing as a violinist with the Atlnta Vinuesi Chamber Orchestra while
also perorming and conducting throughout the Southeast. From 1987 1o 017,
whien he retired, Maorman taupht ot several middl: and high schosols. Throuphiowt
his: life, Morman toured around the world, perorming foe public Bpures as well as

rogalty, inchuling Primce Alkert of Monaco, Momman is survived by chikdren Alex
and Jameen; a grndson; sister Hazel (attended) and brother-in-lw Wl fmng
von Maack, "TI; nieces Edelweiss von Maack, "93 and 94, and Jenmifer von
Maack Baker, 3% and a nephes.

B Kenneth Bay Wynn, 82, of Moore, South Carolina, passed away an
Sopremher 15, 2020, at the age of 85 a Spartanburg Medical Center with his
Thelaved wite of 62 years, Montic “Ruth” Phillips, by his side. Kenneih was

lhom on October 9, 1934, in Fleicher, Morih Carnll wome of six children.

He attended clementary schoal in Fleicher and pradisied from Forest Lake
Academy in Forida. From 1953 1o 1956 he majored in pre-dental studses at
Southern, and the university grnted him o medscal science degree in 982

in recogmition of completing the Doctor of Denital Surpery degree from Loma
Linda University in Cal#omi in 1960, Kenmeith and RButh married in 1958 and
folbowing graduation relocaied io South Canlina, where Kenneth practiced
dentistry in York, Woodraff, and Spartanbury for 42 years until be wetired in
T00Z. He served as secretaryftreassrer and later as president of the Southern
Chapter of the Mational Asociation of Soventh-day Adventist Dentists and
wits 2 member of seweral other professonal associations and socictics. 4 member
of the Spartmmbarg Severth-day Adventist Charch, Kennmeth beld a varsety of
affices and devoted much of his life to serving his commamity. He was chair of
the Firance Committee when the current church was built and was instnsmen-
ital i co-fimnding its frst Paihdinder youith clsh. His hebbies ncluded writing
paetry, phatagraphy, pairting, soulpting, woodtsming, wod
Kenneth was knowmn for his untiring bove and devation for his Savior, Bmily,
and his many friends wha remember his wit, wisdom, kindness, and cver-present
smile. He was preceded in death by his parenits; brothers brving %y, Wilion
Wynm, ared Lowell Wynmn; ard siters Hlowise {(Wynin) Smith, "84, and Eileen
(¥vmn ) Crandord. In addition to his wife, Kenneth is survived by daughiers
Dieborah Wynn, 81, [Nane Thurber, 51, and Denise Hageriy; four grandchil-
dren: two great-gramdehildeen;: and many nicces and nephews.
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__ Workmg to Deferlt COVIDlg B

by Angela Baerg, 06

rom a very young age, Mark

MecKenzie, MDD, "01, was insatiably
inquisitive. His parents, who were
both teachers, encouraged his quest for
knowledpe and often sent him to the
dictionary or encyclopedia to find his

own answers. Little did McKenzie realize

that one day his critical thinking skills
wotld be needed o help fight a global
pandemic.

In 1986, McKenzie enrolled at
Southemn as a biok Wy rruj\rrwilll
a focus on medical technology. His
adviser, the late Professor Ray Hefferlin,
Fhid, went above and beyond o help
him conduct an independent study
and find hospitals around the country
whiere he could complete his rescarch.
Through his studics, McKenzie leamed
hiow to develop a theory, put it into
practice, and gather data to cvaluate his
conclusicons.

*“1 ot a strong science background
from Southem,” McKenzie said. “Later,
whien 1 decided to study medicine, 1 was
quite pleased to discover how well they
had prepared me for my carcer choice”

McKenzie became a doctor of
internal medicine and worked in
private practice for 16 years, In 2000,
he began to collaborate with a friend,
Richard Krause, MDD, at Clinscarch, an
]ndvn-rd-:-nl clinical rescarch center
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. In 2018,
Krause retired from the company he had
foumnded, and McKenzie began to run
Clinscarch full time.

As COVID-19 swept across the
globe, many pharmaceutical companics
approached Clinsearch o test products
that could potentially combat the
virus. In 2020, Krause lost his life o

M : Columns

OOVID-19 complications; his memory
inspired McKenzic and his wam o

do all they could w fhight the disease.
McKenzie became one of the 100
principal investigators in the United
States for the Moderma mRMNA vaccine,
which eventually received emerpency-
use: authorization by the Food and

Drug Administration in December
2020. Clinsearch also ran a wrial for the
Movavax vaccine, which had 116 North
American trial locations, with McKenzic
monitoring more than 750 volunteers.

Additionally, Clinscarch conducted
a trial for Regencron, an antiviral
antibody treatment that can be used
to treat those who have contracted the
virus, or it can be used o help those who
have been exposed to remain healthy
and uninfected. The wial showed that
the treatment reduces viral levels and
improves symptoms in nonhospitalized
COVID-19 paticnits.

McKenzie remains focused on his
goal to test products that can help save
lives and bring people back together
with their loved ones. He particularly
misses his own parents, who live in
Canada, s0 he has not been able o
see them in more than a year duc
to health precautions and travel
restrictions.

“We are encouraged as we see
things starting o turn around, as
mowe people get vaccinated and
we: learn more about how to combat
this virus,” says Mckenzic, “Asa
Christian, I belicve that Matthew
25 calls us to do something for those
arcamid us. In's inspiring and humbling
to knew that the work we are doing
is making a difference.™ w

Turning Clay Into Art
The School of Visual Art and Design provides
numerous courses where shudents can explore
various hands-on skills. Laiza Fuhrmann, a May
2021 fine arts graduaie, sampled a wide range of
creafive media, deciding io specialize in bringing
beauty out of “mud” as she forms works of art

at the potier’s wheel. To see some of Fuhrmann's
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Honor Classes:
1941, 51, *61, *71, '76&, '81, '91, *96, "01, *11
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Southern Adventist University continues to recognize the Wiew updated Homecoming Veekend information
responsibility for providing a safe environment for alumni, online or contact Alumni Relations directly.
students, employees, and the local community during the

COVID-19 pandemic. e southern.edu/homecoming

While the overwhelming desire is to welcome our O facebook.com/SAUalumni
extended Southern family back to campus, public health
and safety remain the priorities. Homecoming VYweekend
will be hosted virtually with decisions to be made over e 423,236 2830
the summer about possibilities for including some sodally

distanced, in-person activities with limited attendance.

alumni@southern.edu




