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Preview 

Dialogue has been aptly described as "an interna­
tional journal of faith, thought, and action." We 

know that as our readers you want to deepen your 
Christian experience and be well informed about the 
interface of Adventism and contemporary culture. 
But not only this. You also want to actively change the 
world through personal involvement. 

This issue includes four articles reporting the out­
reach activities of students and young professionals. 
The articles outline specific ways in which you can 
take part in similar projects on a global scale. "Help­
ing Hands" describes several volunteer programs 
sponsored by the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency in countries such as Nepal and Nicaragua 
(page 5). "Action Report" focuses on some of the ac­
tivities carried out by the 11,000 Adventist university 
students living in the Far Eastern Division territory 
(page 26). I'Global Mission with a Smile" reports on 
the spearheading role played by Adventist dentists as 
they work in previously unentered areas of the world, 
prepared to share dental care and the gospel (page 
32). Finally, in "More than American Literature," an 
English teacher recounts her unforgettable expe­
rience in China and encourages readers to apply for 
similar teaching assignments in that country (page 
33). 

In addition to an interview with James McClelland, 
we are happy to share with you a color supplement 
with samples of his wildlife art. Dia/ogue would like to 
express its appreciation to this gifted Adventist artist 

and teacher for having granted us permission to 
reproduce six of his striking works. 

We regularly receive reports of new associations of 
Adventist university students being organized around 
the world, some of which are AMiCUS chapters. We 
invite those of you who are leaders of student associa­
tions to send us your names and addresses, so that we 
may list you in our journal and facilitate the exchange 
of ideas and projects (see page 29). 

Music lovers will be especially interested in the ar­
ticle on Mozart's bicentennial, "I Cannot Bury My 
Talent," which brings new insights into the life of this 
talented composer (page 11). If you like to sing, we 
think you'll really enjoy IIJesus Is Coming Again," a 
song composed by a young Brazilian woman (page 
35). The score includes piano and guitar notations, as 
well as lyrics in the four languages in which Dia/ogue 
is published. This will give you a chance to sing a 
brand-new Adventist song in English, French, Por­
tuguese, and Spanish! 

With this issue we must say goodby to Gerard 
Latchman, editorial assistant of Dialogue since its in­
ception. He has played an important role in the de­
velopment of our journal. Gerard, who has recently 
completed his doctoral studies in Ancient History at 
Canada's Universite Laval, will join ADRA as a con­
tract project manager. We wish him success in his new 
assignment, under God's blessing. 

The Editors 
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LETTERS 
Dialogue with Our Readers 

Projects a ProCessional Image 
Dialogue magazine greatly assists me in projectin~ a professional 

image for our church among the university students 10 South Africa. 
We hold regular meetings with Adventist students on five university 
campuses. During their vacations, many of these students are in­
volved in volunteer programs in adjoining countries. Plans are un­
derway to conduct evangelism in these campuses. 

The chief examinations officer at Stellenbosch University has for 
many years accommodated our students with regard to Sabbath ex­
aminations. However, there is nothing in the constitution or in the 
policies of the university that ~arantees any religious rights in this 
area. So our situation is precanous. But we hope to be able to change 
that. 

Ian Hartley, campus Ministries 
Transvaal Conference, SOUTH AFRICA 

Support for Ministry 
On behalf of Adventist students attending four public universities 

in Kenya, let me express our heartfelt appreciation for Dialogue and 
for the support it brings to our ministry. We would like to receive 
many copies of Steps to Christ to distribute among the 40,000 students 
enrolled in public universities in this country. Our address: East 
African Union; Box 42276; Nairobi; Kenya. Thank you. 

Job Gathema, Assistant University Chaplain 
Nairobi, KENYA 

What About North America? 
Mr comment~ are based on two copies rescued from the: "give­

away old magazlDes that some brought to my church. There IS quite 
a lot to be desired in dissemination of information right here in the 
metropolitan area of Washington D.C. Sometimes, I feel as if I am 
!iving ID Europe. AliI hear in the news.and read in the church papers 
IS about Europe. What of North Amenca? I would like to read about 
the U.S. campuses and students in North America. 

While Christ is the center of our lives, is it possible that a publi­
cation could be produced for the Adventist university students who 
are on non-Adventist campuses that they will appreciate? I believe 
the ~i~e has come for you to circulate a publication that is written by 
ChnslJan students to be read by other students. Your copy can be of 
a high intellectual caliber, non-religious, clean and attractive. Per­
haps ten pages, with some color photographs of North American 
places, schools, people and scenerywould be appropriate. I look for­
ward to a change in format in Dialogue. 

Anesther O. Henry-Shaw, Howard University 
Silver Spring, Mary/and. U.S.A. 

A Word Crom Crock 
A recent cartoon of the comic strip "Crock" humorously makes 

t he. same point that Curt De~e~ presented in "Merchants of Death" 
(Dialogue 1-1991). We reprlDt It below, for the benefit and enjoy­
ment of our readers, with special permission from North America 
Syndicate, Inc. - The Editors. 

A Thought-Provoking Introduction 
. I h~v~ received Dial?gue since it was first published and have en­
Joyed It Immensely. This fall, as we begin classes at the University of 

Michigan, our church youth group plans to set up a booth to pique 
the interest of other students, and to distribute copies of Dialogue. 
We believe this journal will provide a thought-provoking introduc­
tion to Adventism and may encourage inactive Adventists to check 
out the Ann Arbor church. 

Karrin E. Kober, University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A. 

Valuable Material 
As an active member of the Adventist University Student Center 

in Montevideo, I wish to thank you for Dialogue. I would also like to 
encourage you to continue publishing in it valuable material geared 
to the intellectual and spiritual needs of university students. 

Ana Elena L6pez Martirena 
Montevideo, URUGUAY 

Plans in the South Pacific 
On behalf of every member of the Adventist Students' As­

sociation of Australia and New Zealand (ASA) I would like to ex­
press gratitude for the work you are doing with Dialogue. We are 
encouraged to learn that there is support both from the General Con­
ferenee and the South Pacific Division for an Adventist minist!)' in 
the public university campus. 

We have a lot planned for the 1991-92 year, including a Theologi­
cal Symposium (which will be a first for this Division), a follow-up 
Leadership Seminar and, of course, our annual Convention, besides 
smaller regional meetings and camps. 

Eac~ month our work as ASA co-presidents seems to get bigger 
as we discover new groups of students, and as we reassess methods 
o.f ~!~istry to them. We a~ expanding our team to spread the res~n­
slblhtles and to ensure Vltal areas are not overlooked. The position 
of Publicity Officer, for example, was recently created to focus on the 
development of a church-wide awareness of both the needs and the 
talents of students. 

Elissa Milne, Adventist Students' Association 
Cherrybrook, AUSTRALIA 

It Brings Us Together 
For quite a long time I was of the opinion that intellectuals of the 

church were so seP-8r:ated that they would never come together, and 
also that campus life ID a non-Adventist universitywas spirituallydif­
ficult, typical of ours alone. I never imagined that we share the same 
problems, obstacles, and destiny as other Adventist students 
wor!d~de. At our campus, unfo~u~ately, many students come as 
Chnstlans an~ come out non-~hrlshans. We have a big duty there­
fore to proclaim the soon coming of our Lord. Thanks for publish­
ing Dialogue,· it brings us together. 

James M. Moyo, S.D.A Students Club 
University of Malawi, Zomba, /t.fAl.A WI 

•.•••••• J)I~/(jgu. <v<:'C()mesj~I\~~ t~:~~~.,W.l'lea .. limltyblirC()m, . 
ll1~nts t02OQ\VQ$an~ ,a,94n.:s,~ tJ)e.m. tQ; i)lqlogueLetlers,':12501 Old, 
Cf:>lunibi.~rike, SilvCrSpring;:MD,2090:4~,-:U;S~A.1f sC'iected fo'r 
thiS sc:c,tion;your letfei'may~e:e~it~<J. f(jrpu.rposes of Claritjrorspaee. 
.:, . ,. ,. ,.. ,..... . -.; , ... ' .. , ,. , .. ,.',:',,. .. , ,.,: .. ', .. " 

I HAv'~ A WAY. 
<1#1, MA'(1"A~ 

l-ONG£:.r< I Bu-r 
,.r/l,..l..~1" r<JO 
OF1"HeAA 
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Helping Hands 
Students Reach Out to the World 

They all had different reasons 
for goi ng. Some went for ad­

venture. Some went to have fun. 
But no matter what reason they 
gave, they always included another 
reason, too. They went to help 
others. 

Following four weeks in the jun­
gles of Sabah, an eastern state of 
Malaysia, 12 students from Pacific 
Union College (PUC) accom­
plished what they set out to do ­
help people. Sponsored by the 
Adventist Development and Re­
lief Agency (ADRA), the students 
worked with local vi llagers to in­
stall a watcr system to bring clean, 
pure water to two vi llages. 

Stuclents rose at the crack of 
dawn each day and made their 
way to the work site, a 45-minute 
drive on mou ntain "roads." It took 
a four-wh eel drive vehicle to get 
them over the steep, bumpy paths 
to the villages where they worked. 
In two jungle 
arcas they instal · 
led water gravita­
tion systems. The 
systems work by 
direct ing water 
from a high 
mountain source 
to villages in the 
valley below. 

Working con­
ditions were not 
pleasa nt. Jungle 
temperatures 
reached 90° F 
every day with 
100 percent hu­
midity. Thc stu-
dents we re 
drenched with 
sweat minutes 
arler beginning 

Nina Martinez 

nice dur ing the day. The standard 
dress was old jeans and a T-shirt. 

"This was a great trip, but it was 
no vacalion/ said Ken Miller, an 
elementary education major. 
"Anyone who thought we were 
going to relax on a beach was in 
for a big surprise: 

The first step the students took 
was to dam up the waler source 
on the mounlain . Then they 
hauled an BOO-gallon storage tank 
up a steep hill to an area above 
the villages. "This was our most 
difficult task" said Alex Fox, a 
public relations major. "Some of 
us pulled, some pushed, and we 
took frequent water breaks until 
we got the tank up the hill." The 
watcr from the dam fi lls up the 
storage tank each night so the vil­
lagers have water during the day. 

The st udents then laid pipes 
through the jungle from the dam 
to the storage tank . Vi llagers had 

earlier cleared the jungle brush so 
it would be possible to lay the 
pipe. 

"From the storage tank we laid 
pipe to the villages and installed 
water fixtures in the village 
homes,' said Sheri Ballard, a 
music education major. "We were 
all thrilled when we saw clean 
water, with good pressurc, flowing 
from the faucets. A ll our sweat 
and hard work paid off." 

"Clean water will mean heal­
thier lives for the people. They 
will be able to drink and not get 
sick. That makes us feel great,' 
Fox said. 

The students ate, slept, and so­
cialized at the local Adventist mis­
sion. Fivc women shared two 
rooms, and the men bunked in 
together in another room. Nightly 
activities included playing table 
games, talking, reading, and pillow 
fight s. 

"Though we 
had fun, what I 
re member most 
about this trip is 
the help we gave 
the people here,' 
said Judy Dale, 
an e lementary 
education major. 
"Even though it 
seemed small to 
us, it meant the 
world to them." 

work each morn­
ing. No one did 
much to look 

Students worked In Malaysia to provide safe drinking water for 
villagers. 

"I think if we 
could take all the 
PUC students 
there, they would 
return with a dif­
ferent perspec­
tive ," said Lary 
Taylor, the facul­
ty sponsor. "I'd 
like to sec 
ADRA sponsor 
more projects 
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like this. Students come back dif­
ferent people. They view the 
world differently; they appreciate 
what they have, and after seeing 
people with so much less, they see 
what they have as shareable with 
others. It's a great experience." 

"[ ca n't really explain what a trip 
like this is like," said Dale. "You 
just gOlla go!" 

An International Program 

The student group from PUC 
was only one of several volunteer 
groups that traveled and worked 
during the summer of 1990. And 
1991 promises to be another busy 
year for ADRA volunteers. These 
will include students from both 
denominalional and public col­
leges and universities. Young pro­
ressionals will also serve for longer 
periods. (See box.) 

The Trans-European Division 
will send volunteers to Nicaragua 
for the second time to help bui ld a 
vocat ional school near Managua. 
In 1990, 30 young people from 
Denmark and Norway spent a 
month at the school work ing on a 
drainage system. 

"It was hard work," sa id Arvild 
Anderson, ADRA's project lead­
er in N ica ragua. "We worked long 

hours and didn 't have the best 
tools available, but we managed. 
The Nicaraguan people are 
friendly - they made our ex­
perience in their country one we 
will never forgeL" The second 
group of volunteers wi ll go to 
Nicaragua in December 1991 to 
help complete the vocational 
school. 

About 400 people from the 
South Pacific Division volunteered 
in places as diverse as the Carib­
bean, Botswana, Hong Kong, 
Nicaragua, Kenya, Guyana, 
Korea, and Nepal. They taught, 
built, nursed, repaired, drilled for 
water, and enriched the lives of 
thousands of people living in de­
veloping countries. 

Thirty young people from Japan 
went to Nepal in the spring of 
1991 to bui ld homes for people 
suffering from leprosy. The lepers 
have lived in Khokana, an isolated 
leper colony, under wretched con­
ditions. "It was hard work, but the 
young people enj oyed it and were 
happy to help others," said Kiyoshi 
Fujita, ADRA's director in Japan. 
In October, 30 young people from 
Germany will go to Nepal to help 
the lepers in Khokana. 

Canada had two volunteer 
groups going out in the summer of 

j~ • • 

Volunteers and villagers usually become fast friends. 
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1991. Fifteen students from Park­
view Adventist Academy travelled 
to the Caribbean island of Domi­
nica to work on a latrine project 
au the Carib Indian Reserve. Stu­
dents from Ca nadian Union Col­
lege went to Thailand to work on 
water projects that will bring safe 
water to villages in the northern 
region of the count ry. 

Students from five Adventist 
colleges in the United States went 
to help people in some of the 
poorest parts of the world this 
past summer. 

Andrews U niversi ty sent volun­
teers to Sabah, Malaysia. Students 
from Union College went to Sa­
rawak, Malaysia, to work on water 
projects. Beca use of their work 
access Lo clean water will improve 
the health of people in developing 
countries and reduces the number 
of children who die from water­
borne diseases. 

Pacific Union College sent 
volunteers to Irian Jaya, In· 
donesia, to build a swi nging bridge 
so that people living in isolated 
vi llages could have access to the 
outside world. L a Sierra Univer­
sity students trave lled to Peru to 
build a school on the fl oating is­
lands of Lake Titicaca. Walla 
Walla College sponsored stucients 
to Malawi. They built a primary 
school and teachers hOllsing, and 
worked on a V-la ter project. 

ADRA Projects 

Working in more than 65 
countries worldwide and able to 
provide immediate disaster relief 
to more than 190 countries, 
ADRA reaches out to help those 
in need in nearly every corner of 
the world. ADRA focuses its 
resources on seven specific areas: 

Helping Disaster Victims. 
Responding to the needs of 

those who are victims of natura l 
and man-made disasters is 
ADRA's oldest area of help. Fol­
lowing a cry for help, ADRA 
quickly organizes shipments of 
food, medicines, clothing, lents, 
blankets, and other emergency 



supplies needed in the disaster 
area. Volunteers distribute these 
supplies to the most needy victims. 
However, ADRA's response goes 
far beyond relief. AD RA stays in 
the affected community to rebuild 
homes and lives. 

1m proving the Health of 
Mothers and Children. 

Children in developing 
countries are the most vulnerable 
victims of poverty. Each year 14 to 
15 million die from diseases as­
sociated with poverty and mal­
nutrition. Most of these deaths 
could be prevented. 

More than half of ADRA's pro­
jects are designed to benefit and 
improve the health of mothers and 
children. AD RA holds clinics to 
immunize children against the 
major childhood diseases and 
teaches mothers about nutrition 
and simple health remedies. Sup­
plemental food is given to preg­
nant women, nursing mothers, and 
preschool children. A combina­
tion of these activities increases 
the chance of survival for the most 
vulnerable children. 

Improving Family and Com­
munity Health Techniques. 

Recognizing that many of the 
world's poor are subsistence 
farmers, ADRA teaches the poor 
better methods of farming to 
double or triple their usual yield. 
More food results in better health 
and additional income for people 
who market their products. 

Developing Clean and More 
Abundant Water Resources. 

Developing clean water resour­
ces is a key element in ADRA's 
fight against poverty, hunger, and 
disease. Safe drinking water 
means less disease and better 
health. Last year four million 
children died from diarrhea, as a 
direct result of drinking con­
taminated water. Most of these 
deaths could have been prevented 
if clean water had been available. 
Abundant water for farmers 
means increased crop production 
and the difference between 
hunger and a full stomach. 

Training People in Vocational 
Skills. 

ADRA sponsors education and 
training in subjects ranging from 
tree planting to nutrition. ADRA 
also provides technical assistance 
for doctors, nurses, and com­
munity health workers. Giving 
people the opportunity to learn 
new skills enables them to find 
new jobs and become self-reliant. 

Distributing Food in Areas 
Where Hunger is a Long-term 
Problem. 

ADRA feeds hungry people in 
areas where there is no other al­
ternative. Children are given sup­
plemental meals at school, 
mothers receive milk for their 
babies, and men and women get 
their wages in food for projects 
they are working on that benefit 
the community. Roads, schools, 
and community centers are built 
in these food-for-work projects. 

Building and Supplying Clinics, 
Hospitals and Schools. 

ADRA builds and supplies 
c~cs, dispensaries, hospitals, 
prunary schools, colleges, and 
medical river launches. Many of 
these clinics and schools are in 
areas of the world where such 
facilities are inadequate or nonex­
istent. 

Through hundreds of projects 
like these, ADRA brings hope to 
thousands of people who struggle 
each day for survival. This is one 
way to show God's love to the 
poorest of His children. 

Nina Martinez is ADRA's assistant 
director for news and information. 
Nina served for one year as a vohmteer 
in Italy. where she produced programs 
in English for Adventist World 
Radio. 
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Can Science Explain It All? 
Science and technology affect 

almost every aspect of our 
lives. Our food has been grown 
using fertilizers and pesticides, it 
is prepared with additives and 
preservatives, and is packaged in 
plastic. Our communication via 
telephone, radio, television, fax, 
electronic mail, and photocopy 
machines is fast and efficient. Our 
transportation is rapid. Com­
puters do much of our bookkeep­
ing and word processing. Our 
entertainment comes from CD 
players, VCRs, and high-tech 
amusement parks. Even our 
health and the length of our lives 
have been dramatically improved 
by medical science discoveries 
such as penicillin and the polio 
vaccine. And then there are 
simple things like ballpoint pens 
and drip-dry clothes. 

Because the scientific method 
works, both government and 
private industry are willing to in­
vest millions of dollars into scien­
tific research. Much of scientific 
study displays the elegance, logic, 
and self-consistency of the natural 
world. The lure of probing the 
secrets of nature and developing 
them for the benefit of humanity 
surmounts political barriers and 
provides a brotherhood of sci­
ence. No wonder some feel that 
the scientific method can be used 
to solve all of our problems. But 
no matter how impressive scien­
tific achievements are, science has 
limitations. 

A Christian, of course, believes 
that there is more to reality than 
science can address. The miracles 
recorded in the Bible, especially 
the incarnation and the resurrec­
tion of Jesus Christ, which consti­
tute the heart of Christianity, can­
not be studied by the scientific 
method. These supernatural 
events are not presently occurring 
and thus are not observable, 
repeatable, falsifiable events that 
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science can control. In addition to 
"miraculous" events, science pro­
vides no absolute standard for 
answering moral and ethical ques­
tions. Perhaps most importantly, 
science has difficulty in providing 
purpose and meaning to life since 
it cannot conquer death. 

Even if the limitations of sci­
ence were to be ignored, the in­
ductive nature of science presents 
intrinsic limitations. These are 
best illustrated by studying the his­
tory of a scientific model, for ex­
ample, the model of light in 
physics.1 

The Wave Model of Light 

All the simpler properties of 
light had been observed by the 
end of the 17th century. Light 
travels in straight lines at a finite 
speed. Light is reflected as from a 
mirror. It is refracted or bent as it 
passes from one medium to 
another, such as from air into 
water or glass. This property ac­
counts for rainbows and is now 
used in eyeglasses and telescopes. 
Light is diffracted, or spread, as it 
passes through a small opening, 
just as water waves can spread 
around a turn in a river. This same 
property of sound allows one to 
hear noise around a corner. Light 
demonstrates interference pheno­
mena in the same way as the two 
sets of waves created by two rocks 
dropped in a pond will interfere 
with each other, but will continue 
to travel independently. A piano 
tuner uses the interference of 
sound waves, or the beat frequen­
cy, to tune a piano. The interfering 
property of light accounts for the 
colors seen in oil slicks, soap bub­
bles, and peacock wings, and is 
the physical basis for holograms. 
Light can be polarized or forced to 
vibrate in a single plane, just as a 
guitar string can be forced to 
vibrate in only a horizontal direc-
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tion. This property is used to 
reduce glare in polaroid sunglas­
ses. 

These properties of light have 
been explained at various times 
both in terms of discrete, bullet­
like particle models as well as con­
tinuous, water-like wave models. 
In the late 17th century, Isaac 
Newton developed a particle 
model for light that became the 
accepted model during the 18th 
century. Living at the same time as 
Newton, Christian Huygens felt 
that light was better described as a 
wave, such as a water or sound 
wave. This wave model of light 
gained favor in the early 19th cen­
tury, and was the only accepted 
model by the end of that century. 

The late 19th-century wave 
model was comprehensive enough 
to explain most observations of 
physics at the time. One simple 
wave property is the relationship: 
velocity = frequency x wavelength. 
Imagine water waves coming in to 
the beach. The frequency is the 
number of waves hitting the beach 
each minute. The wavelength is 
the distance from one wave to the 
next. MUltiplying these two quan­
tities together gives the velocity of 
the waves. Similarly, the sound 
waves from a piano come from 
vibrations in the strings and travel 
to the ear at a constant velocity. 
Shorter strings in the piano give a 
sound with a small wavelength, 
resulting in a larger or higher fre­
quency. Longer strings give a 
sound with a larger wavelength 
and lower frequency. The ap­
proximate frequency of "middle C" 
on the piano is 262 vibrations per 
second or Hertz, and its wave­
length in air is about 1.3 meters. 
Its velocity then is about 340 
meters per second. (Most people 
can hear from about 20 Hz to 
15,000 Hz, while dogs and bats 
can hear much higher frequen­
cies.) 



The concept of wave frequency 
can be generalized to lighl. Red 
light has the lowest frequency of 
light visible to humans, violet has 
the highesl. And just as there arc 
sound frequencies higher th an 
those found on the piano, sun­
burn-causing ultraviolet light is at 
a higher frequency than violet 
lighl. X-rays used for medical 
diagnosis and gamma rays from 
radi oactivity have even higher fre­
quencies. In the other direction of 
the spectrum frequencies lower 
than red, begin with infrared rays 
wh ich we sense as heat, then the 
mi crowaves used in cooki ng, and 
th ell rad io waves. Notice that mul­
tiplying a common AM radio fre­
quency, such as 1000 kH z (or one 
million cycles per second) by its 
wavelength of 300 meters (or 
about 1000 fcet) gives the velocity 
of light at 300 million meters per 
second. 

Light is produccd from chang­
ing electric and magnetic fields, so 
th e wave model of light includes 
electricity and magnetism as welL 
Radio waves arc produced by the 
ckctricity in a radi o station trans­
mitter antenna, and visible light 
comes from electricity in a light 
bulb or in lightning. Electrici ty is 
produced by moving magnets in a 
stea m or hydroelectric generator. 
The light waves from gamma rays, 
to visible light, to radio waves arc 
all part of the electromagnetic 
spectrum. 

A lmost all of the observed 
phenomena of light, electricity, 
and magnetism were 
described 100 years 
ago by J ames Clerk 
Maxwell using a set of 
fO LI f equations. His 
wave model of 
electro-magnetic ra-
dialion was com­
prehensive, unifying, 
elega nt , and logical. 
Considering all Ihe 
phenomena thaI the 
wave model of light 
could explain, it ob­
viously seemed much 
better than the ob­
solete particle model 

of light suggested by Newton. In 
the late 19th century, scientists felt 
comfortable with their under­
standing of light; they believed 
there was little new to learn about 
it. The wave model appeared to be 
complete and in need of little 
marc than minor modificalions.2 

A Revolution in Light 
Models 

Several pieces of data, however, 
had not yet been explained. At­
tempts to deal with these remain­
ing problems led to two major 
revolutions.3 

Relativity. The first difficulty 
had to do with the med ium in 
which light travels. Water waves 
travel in water and sound waves 
travel in air. But light waves travel 
through space on their way from 
the sun to the earth where there 
doesn't seem to be any medium. 
An all-pervading substance called 
ae ther was postulated to provide a 
medium. Many experiments were 
performed in an attempt to detect 
it, but no cvidence for it was 
found. The extrapolation from wa­
ter waves to light waves resulted in 
an approximate model that work­
ed well in explaining many phe­
nomena, but not in predicting a 
medium for lighl. Near 1905, A l­
bert Einstein solved the problem 
by simply assuming that light 
waves cou ld not be modeled ex­
act ly after other waves. [n his spe­
cial theory of re lativity, he postu­
lated that light waves travel inde-
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pendently of any medium (or re­
ference frame).4 

The special theory of relativity 
made the extremely non intuitive 
prediction that while observing an 
object moving at high speeds close 
to that of light, the mass of the ob­
ject would appear to increase, its 
length would shorten, and its time 
would mOl'e more slowly. This 
prediction has been experimental ­
ly confirmed, and the equations of 
special relativity are now routine ly 
used to describe experiments in 
particle accelerators. Observa­
tions at "every day" speeds do not 
explain what happens at the ex­
t rem ely high speeds at which light 
travels. 

Quantum Mechan ics. The se­
cond difficulty was the question of 
whether light is actually a wave. 
Newton's particle model had long 
since been superseded by the 
wave model, but there were some 
observations, such as the uhra­
violet catastrophe, that could not 
be explained if ligh t was consid­
ered to be a wave. Sound waves 
\vilh high frequencies can be pro­
duced from a single vibrating pi­
ano string on a poorly constructed 
sounding board that allows the 
transmission of energy to all the 
strings. However, light waves from 
a red hot iron include very little 
high frequency ul traviolet waves. 
The explanation for this dis­
crepancy (the "ultraviolet 
catastrophe") came in 1900 when 
Max Planck modeled light in 
terms of particles of energy, wi th 

higher frequency light 
having more energy 
per particle. High fre­
quency ultraviolet 
light would require 
too much energy per 
particle to be readi ly 
produced. 

The model of light 
as a particle or quan­
tum of energy was 
part of the develop­
ment of quantum 
mechanics5 that also 
made some very non 
intuitive predictions 
about the small-scale 
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physical world. For example, 
quantum mechanics predicted 
that particles such as electrons 
should sometimes be treated as 
waves, thus making their exact 
location impossible to identify, 
and electrons in an atom could 
orbit only in certain discrete 
shells. These predictions have 
sin ce been ver ified. Now quantum 
mechanics is used to understand 
chemical bonding, the electron 
microscope, the laser, the tr::m sis­
lor, nuclear power, and radioac­
tivity. But in so doing, it has incor­
porated some of Newton's particle 
model of 200 years before. Today, 
we find that light is treated as a 
wave under certain conditions and 
as a particle under others, since a 
simple understand ing of waler 
waves ca nnot be extrapolated to 
the extremely small scale. 

Analysis of These 
Revolutions 

Even if the possibli ty of super­
natural intervention is ignored, 
several limitations of science be­
come apparent in the light of 
these two revolutions. 

Even in the m.tural world, 
much data is unav4Iilablc. O ne 
hundred years ago, there had been 
no observation of particles travel­
ing close to Ihc speed of light or of 
the small particles in the atom or 
nucleus. Since science is inductive, 
a model ca n be correct (in that it 
explains all present observations) 
without being complete (in that it 
is unable to explain all future ob­
servations or past unobserved oc­
currences). 

Even for some of the ava ilable 
data, explanations are lacking. 
Light arrivi ng from the sun cannot 
be explained without a medium 
for light. The ultraviolct catas­
trophe ca nnot be explained in 
terms of a wave model for light. 

Even for good explanations, 
simplified appr oximations (mod­
els) are used. The wave model of 
light was only an approximation. 
As science progressed to the un­
usual and extreme conditions of 
high speeds and energies and 
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small sizes, different laws became 
important. Intuition and reasoning 
from everyday events were no 
longer sumcient. Extrapolation 
from the known and under­
standable to the unknown and ex­
treme was useful , but only ap­
proximate. 

Even though one model is used, 
other models a re possible. The 
wave model for light worked well 
a century ago, but now we know 
that a particle model must be used 
to explain some observations. 

Although revolutions in scien­
tific interpretations have occurred 
in the past, it is always tempting to 
feel that presen[ interpretations 
are so much superior that they 
won't need to be revised. How­
ever, even recently, several revolu­
tions have unarguably changed the 
perspectives of science in major 
ways. A new branch of science 
sometimes labeled "chaos" is 
studying scientists' observation 
that infinitesimal changes in initial 
conditions can completely change 
the fin al results, and that some 
deeper order can be found in 
phenomena previously thought 
too complex to mode I.!> Geology 
has recently been including un­
usual and extreme processes, such 
as plate tectonics to explain 
mountain building and mid­
oceanic ridges, and extraterres­
trial impact to explain the extinc-
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tion of the c1inosaurs7 

The scientific method of using 
experiments to study cause and ef­
fect relationslllps is useful and 
beneficial, as is obvious from the 
advantages of our technological 
society. But even so, we must not 
forget that science is limited be­
cause it is a human endeavor. It is 
not exhaustive because it is induc­
tive. It doesn't include all possible 
models, complete models, com­
plete explanations, all obtainable 
data, and it leaves no room for the 
supernatural. 

Ben Clausen (Ph .D., Universiry of 
Colorado) is an assistant research 
scientist nI rhe Geoscience Research 
Institute, Loma Linda, Caiifornia. 
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III Cannot Bury My Talentll 

A Look at Mozart on His Bicentennial 

S hortly aft er midnight on the 
fifth of December, 1791, 

weakened by a long attack of 
rheumatic fever and excessive 
bloodle Lting, the young compos­
er's exhausted heart failed him. 
That winte r night, E urope lost one 
of the greatest musical geniuses it 
had ever known. The works of the 
young man, christened J oannes 
Chrysos tomus Wolfgangus Theo­
phil us, "unsurpassed in lyric beau­
ty, rhythmic gaiety and e ffortless 
melodic invention,") constitute an 
artistic legacy with few parallels in 
the history of music. 

Today, two centuries after his 
death , Wolfgang A madeus Mo­
zart's music has lost none of its 
power to express the complete 
range of human emotions from 
te rro r and rage to blissful joy. In 
recognition of his ach ievement, 
numerous commemorative per­
formances have been held during 
Ihis anniversary year, and a com­
plete set of his works, including 
those le ft unfinished (a LOtal of 
179 compact discs) , is being is­
slled - the first set of this kind in 
t he history of recorded music. 

An Unusual Talent 

Wolfga ng Amadeus Mozart 
entered the world on January 27, 
1756, in the midst of a highly musi­
cal family. His father, Leopold, 
who played a central ro le in his 
li fe, was a well-knov.'ll violinist, 
composer, Salzburg courl conduc­
tor, a nd a llthor of a celebrated 
theoretica l treatise; his older siSler 
Maria A nna, or "Nannerl, ~ was to 
become an accomplished pianist. 
Little Wolfgang revealed his talent 
at a very early age. Before his fifth 
birthday he had learned pieces 
from his sister's keyboard music 
book and soon after composed his 
fi rst music, much to his father's 

Rene M. Ramos 
amazement. 

Realizing that his son possessed 
an incredible gift, Leopold 
resolved to foster the boy's talent. 
Although oft en criticized for ex­
ploitation and commercialization 
of his son's gifts, Leopold believed 
it was his God-given duty to train 
his gifted child ren and to share 
their abilities with the world. 
From the time Mozart was six 
unt il the age of 19, his fa ther took 
him, at first together wi th his sister 
and then alone, on a series of per­
formance tou rs to the most impor­
tant musical centers of Europe. 
These journeys kept Mozart away 
from home for months and years 
at a tim e. 

Whe n Mozart was seven, the 
entire family embarked on a 
three-and-a-half year concert tour 
visiting Germany, Belgium, H ol­
land, France, England, and Swit­
zerland. Mozart and his sister 
played in royal palaces and noble 
residences, giving public concerts 
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whenever the opportuni ty present­
cd itself. A few years later father 
and son began another maj or tour, 
which took them to Italy, at that 
time the most progressive land in 
Europe musically speaking. They 
stayed there more than a year vi­
siting musical centers where M o­
zart studied counterpoint and ab­
sorbed the country's specialty, 
opera. In Rome, the M ozarts had 
an audie nce with the pope, who 
made the 14-year-old boy a Knight 
of the O rder of the Golden Spur, 
a signal honor bestowed on only 
two other contemporary compos­
ers. 

N umerous anecdotes refer to 
Mozart's feats as a child prodigy. 
Contempora ry re ports tell us that 
he amazed his audiences by play­
ing in an adult manner, improvis­
ing in various styles, accompany­
ing on sight, playing with a cloth 
covering the keyboard, and adding 
accompaniment to a melody un­
known to him. O n one occasion he 
wrote the music fo r a double choir 
after having heard the music per­
fo rmed only oncc. 

M ozart did not receive formal 
schooling, most like ly because he 
spe nt much of his childhood and 
youth traveling. Like\vise, there is 
no evidence that he had formal 
musical instruction, except for oc­
casional comments from his 
father. H is musical training was 
mostly indirect, aided by a 
prodigious capacity to absorb dif­
fe rent styles and innuences and to 
synthesize from these a wholly 
personal musical language. Writ­
ing to his son years later, Leopold 
provides this description of the 
boy's childhood : 

As a child and a boy you were 
serious rather than childish 
and whe n you sat at the cla­
vier or were at herwise intent 
on music, no onc dared to 
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have the slightest jest with 
you. Why, even your expres­
sion was so solemn that, ob­
serving the early efflorescence 
of your talent and your ever 
grave and thoughtful little 
face, many discerning people 
of different countries sadly 
doubted whether ~our life 
would be a long one. 
With more than 50 works to his 

credit, Mozart's first official posi­
tion came at the age of 13, shortly 
before his Italian tour, when he 
was appointed Konzertmeister at 
the court of the Prince­
Archbishop of Salzburg. Mozart 
remained associated with the 
court for about 11 years, but he 
found his duties unrewarding and 
his opportunities limited. Again 
and again he sought a post at one 
of the more important Austrian or 
German courts, but his efforts 
were unsuccessful. In the autumn 
of 1777, Mozart set out-this time 
accompanied by his mother - to 
search for employment through­
out Germany and in Paris. In 
Mannheim, the 21-year-old fell in 
love with Aloyisa Weber, the 
daughter of a prompter and 
copyist. Aloyisa had an excellent 
coloratura soprano voice, and the 
young man dreamed of going with 
her to Italy, but her father strongly 
opposed it.· The mother and disap-
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pointed son continued their jour­
ney to Paris, where Mozart's play­
ing and compositions were ge­
nerally admired but failed to 
secure him a position commen­
surate with his abilities. Apparent­
ly, he lacked the kind of diplo­
macy that would have ingratiated 
him with possible patrons. Further 
misfortune struck him when after 
a sudden brief illness his mother 
died in Paris. Greatly saddened, 
Mozart returned to Salzburg and 
reluctantly resumed his obliga­
tions. 

In Vienna on His Own 

The year 1781 marked a turning 
point in Mozart's career. Well 
aware of his own worth as a com­
poser, he had found the Salzburg 
court increasingly intolerable. Al­
though popular, he was not al­
lowed to play in other houses, and 
was forced to eat with the servants 
of the house. Mozart requested to 
be released from the archbishop'S 
service. At fIrst his petition was 
denied, but then he was dismissed 
in a shameful scene in which the 
Prince-Archbishop insulted the 
composer, addressing him in 
street language. Mozart later 
wrote of the Archbishop's high 
steward dismissin~ him "with a 
kick on my behind." 
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Thus, at a time when musicians 
depended on courts or churches 
for their livelihood, Mozart be­
came self-employed, relying on his 
abilities as a performer, compo­
ser, and teacher. Settling in Vien­
na, Mozart fell in love with Con­
stanze Weber, Aloyisa's younger 
sister, whom he married the fol­
lowing year. The couple led a 
happy life; his many letters to her 
reveal that he was an affectionate 
husband. Six children were born 
to them, but only two reached 
adulthood. 

In the early Viennese years, 
Mozart enjoyed a good deal of 
success. A popular piano teacher, 
he was widely admired as a per­
former in frequent private and 
public concerts, and his works 
were well received. Later, how­
ever, his reputation diminished, 
and he found it harder to support 
his enlarged family. Toward the 
end of his life, he was forced to 
depend on the generosity of some 
of his friends. This situation was 
the result as much of his declining 
popularity in Vienna as of the fact 
that he was incapable of managing 
his own fmancial affairs. 

In 1787, Mozart at last received 
an official appointment as Kam­
mennusicus ( chamber composer) 
of the imperial court, but his sala­
ry was modest. Like most com-

In April 1764 Leopold Mozart 
took his children Wolfgang (age 
8) and Maria Anna (age 13) to 

London on a concert tour. Before 
leaving England In July 1765, the 
three visited the British Museum, 
which had opened Just six years 
earlier, In 1759. In response to a 
request, young WoHgang left a 

manuscript of one of his composi­
tions (left). It was his first effort 

in choral writing and the only one 
composed on an English text. 

illustrations: Tho Bettmann Archive 



posers at that time, Mozart wrote 
his works to fulfill commissions or 
to provide new material for his 
own concerts and those of his 
pupils. In Salzburg he had been 
genero lly expected to provide 
sacred music for the court chapel. 
In Vienna, however, his main in­
terests were instrumental music 
and especially opera. He had the 
good fortune of associating with 
the courl poet Lorenzo da Ponte, 
who provided him with excellent 
li bret tos; from this art istic col­
laborat ion were born his three 
fin est It alian comedies, Le Nozze 
di Figaro (The Marriage of 
Figaro), Don Giovanni, and Cosi 
Fall Tultc. No less important arc 
his two German operas, especially 
Die Zallberf/ole (The Magic 
Flul e). 

A significa nt influence on 
Mozurt 's creative work during 
these years stemmed from his as­
sociation with freemasonry, in 
which he was an active member 
from 1784 until his death. He 
composed a number of pieces for 
specific Masonic events. Even 
works not directly associated with 
lodge ceremonies show the in­
nllCI1ee of Masonic thought, the 
most nOlable example being Die 
ZalllJerf!61e, which presents Ma­
sonic-based trials that a prince 
and a princess must undergo to 
ach ieve wisdom and virtue. 

New doors seemed to open du­
ring the last year of M ozart's life; 
he received severa l importa nt 
commissions and his financial 
sit ualion was less pressing. H e 
composed two operas and began 
I he co mposition of a requiem 
Mass commissioned in rather un­
usual circumstances. A stranger 
'-I skcd him to compose a requiem 
for a patron who wished to rem ain 
anonymous and who would pay 
him a handsome fcc; the only con­
dition was that Mozart must not 
reveal that he was the author of 
the work. (A fte r Mozart's deat h, it 
was discovered that the requiem 
had been commissioned by a 
count who had the habit of re­
questing original works, which he 
wo ulLl then pass off as his own. 

The requiem was to be in memory 
of the count's young wife, who had 
recently died.) 

Mozart worked on the requiem 
intermittently for several months. 
H owever, it remained unfinished 
because in November, he became 
seriously ill, rapidly growing worse 
despite the attentions of two lead­
ing Viennese doctors. On the eve­
ning of Dccember 4, Mozart 
seemed to regain his strength and 
a few fri ends gathered to sing 
parts of the still-incomplete re­
quiem at his bedside. He soon 
took a turn for the worse, how­
ever, and a few hours later was 
dead. T he cause of death, accord­
ing to the available evidence, was 
an aellte attack of rheumatic 
fever.4 According to Viennese 
custom, two days later he was 
buried in a mass grave, the 
gravediggcr the only witness to his 
intermcnt. 

An Assessment 

Mozart's ideas about music, art, 
and life in general arc not evident 
to the casual observer. Al though 
fascinat ing, his IcHers reveal little 
except for certain technical as­
pects about his music. Nothing is 
mentioned of his thoughts on the 
upheaval caused by the French 
Revolut ion, its political repercus­
sions on the A ustrian Empire, or 
ot her socio-political events of his 
day. His music appears to be lar­
gely unaffected by external forces. 
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Despite periods of financial and 
physical distress, he produced 
works imbued with unbounded ex­
uberance and optimism. Unlike 
many other composers, Mozart 
the composer appears detached 
from Mozart the individual. His 
music is not a reflection of his own 
state of mind but a transcending 
distillation of every human emo­
tion. 

This is not to say that Mozart 
was inattentive to his audiences. 
He shared the contemporary view 
that music must be a renection of 
nature and that its main purpose 
is to elicit thc listener's pleasure. 
On the other hand, he was not 
wi lling to bow indiscriminately to 
the public'S changing tastes in 
order to secure an audience, al­
though that decision resulted in a 
decrease in the acceptance of his 
music. As a modern writer puts it: 

perhaps the most remarkable 
facet of Mozart's character 
was his confidence in his own 
creativity. One searches in 
vain through his correspon­
dence or the recollections of 
contemporaries for any hint 
of doubt about the value and 
quality of his composi tions. 
Even during periods of acute 
poverty, lone liness or illness, 
Mozart's exultation in the 
creative process and delight 
in his work seem to have en­
dured5 

Please turn to page 28 
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Old Testament God vs. 
New Testament Jesus 

Many Christians avoid the Old 
Testament. God seems so 

violent there, so heavy-handed 
compared with the gentle Jesus. 

Others idealize it, putting a 
pretty face on events you would 
never let your children watch on 
video. 

A few idolize it, claiming our 
lawless age needs a God who can 
split the heavens and rattle moun­
tains! 

In this article we will explore a 
fourth option -looking at the Old 
Testament as it really is. Admit­
tedly the task is an impossible one, 
for we can never be sure whether 
we are idealizing or idolizing. Fur­
thermore, one person's realism is 
another's idealism. 

Nevertheless, taking the Old 
Testament seriously is worth a try. 
After all, it was the Bible of Jesus 
and the apostles. Even more, 
Jesus himself not only claimed the 
God of the Old Testament as his 
God and Father, he claimed to be 
the incarnation of that God: 
"Before Abraham was, I am,1I he 
said (John 8:59).1 That testimony 
Christians accept. 

If the two Testaments are in­
separable, how far can we press 
the differences between them and 
still retain a sense of unity? Or is it 
even appropriate for Christians to 
address perceived "differencesll 

between the God of the Old Tes­
tament and the God of the New? 
Echoes of Malachi 3:6 ring in our 
ears: III am the Lord, I change not" 
(KJV). 

Both the Sermon on the Mount 
and the book of Hebrews are clear 
enough in this respect. In Mat­
thew 5 Jesus repeatedly contrasts 
the old with the new: "You have 
heard it said, but I say ... " Yet 
Jesus is contrasting, not negating. 
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Similarly, the Epistle to the 
Hebrews claims Jesus is the "bet­
ter" revelation. It's the point of the 
entire book, beginning with the 
first verse: "Long ago God spoke 
to our ancestors in many and 
various ways by the prophets, but 
in these last days he has spoken to 
us by a Son" (Hebrews 1:1,2). 
Again, the "better" of Hebrews is a 
goodlbetter comparison, not a 
worselbetter contrast, an impor­
tant difference. 

In spite of lip service to the dif­
ferences between the Testaments, 
the tendency to idealize trouble­
some elements in both is still a 
powerful one. Two anecdotes, 
both of which I mention in my 
book, W7to's Afraid of the Old Tes­
tament God? illustrate the point? 

With reference to the New Tes­
tament, I remember a well-known 
Old Testament professor mutter­
ing that he was going to write a 
book entitled "The Unchristian 
Sayings of the New Testament." 
He was tired, he said good-na­
turedly, of hearing New Testa­
ment colleagues claim theirs as 
the Testament of kindness and 
love when it, too, reveals God's 
heavy hand. Jesus spoke of drown­
ing a person in the sea with a 
millstone around the neck (Mat­
thew 18:6); sudden judgment fell 
on Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 
5:1-11); Paul suggested handing a 
brother over to Satan for the 
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destruction of the flesh (1 Corin­
thians 5:5). Those are strong 
words. 

The other incident, focusing on 
the Old Testament, happened in a 
college-level Hebrew class, which 
included several graduating theol­
ogy majors. One of the exercises 
in our grammar book (when 
properly translated) read: "Samuel 
cut off the head of the king." Be­
cause the exercises were based on 
biblical passages, the students 
subconsciously heard the Bible as 
they worked. In this case, several 
brought in curiously mutilated 
translations. After we worked it 
through, one of them sheepishly 
admitted, "We thought that's what 
it said but didn't think Samuel 
would do such a thing." 

We opened our English Bibles 
to 1 Samuel 15:33 and read in our 
mother tongue: "Samuel hewed 
Agag in pieces before the LORD." 
The picture of innocent little Sa­
muel in the temple, well scrubbed 
and obedient, had buried 
Samuel's bloody sword. 

In short, our challenge is this: 
What kind of framework allows us 
to integrate into a coherent whole 
the contrasting pictures of God: 
The Gentle God holding little 
children on his lap and The 
Violent One wielding a bloody 
sword? The contrast between the 
Testaments is a valid one, I 
believe, even though God's heavy 
hand still appears in the New. But 
regardless of whether we are deal­
ing with the tension between the 
Testaments or with the contrast 
between God's gentle and heavy 
hand elsewhere, the same basic 
explanation applies, one that is 
closely bound up with the cosmic 
struggle between good and evil. 



The Cosmic Struggle 

Evangelical Christians hope for 
a better and perfect world. But we 
are not there yet. The classic 
questions of theodicy arise when 
believers confess that God is good 
and all-powerful, but is master of 
a world such as ours. Are there 
limits to his power or to his good­
ness? That is the dilemma. 

A free-will theodicy, known 
among Adventists in terms of lithe 
great controversy between good 
and evil," is the one I find most 
compelling. It argues that free and 
uncoerced love is the ultimate 
good. Rebellion without threat of 
immediate extinction must be an 
option. Thus God temporarily 
chooses to limit the exercise of his 
power in order to ensure the ul­
timate good. 

Such a theodicy argues the need 
for demonstrating to intelligent 
beings that goodness freely chosen 
is superior to enforced goodness. 
Indeed enforced goodness would 
be the ultimate evil, the antithesis 
of goodness, since it would re­
quire the arbitrary use of power 
by one being over another. The 
"great controversy,1I then, is the 
dramatic battle between good 
(reciprocal love, freely given and 
chosen) and evil (selfishness, a 
"goodness" enforced on another 
by the arbitrary use of power). 

The book of Job is the classic 
biblical model for such a theodicy. 
A malevolent (selfish?) Satan con­
fronts the benevolent (loving?) 
Deity with this question: Does Job 
really love God and the good for 
goodness' sake? God allows Satan 
limited access to Job. By enduring 
the test, Job vindicates both God 
and the good. God then exercises 
his power to bring Job's tribula­
tions to an end, a judgment now 
seen to be just since both love and 
selfishness have had their day in 
court. 

In this struggle, the role of au­
thority is the key for under­
standing the tension between the 
gentle God and the violent one. 
What is the essence of authority: 

power or goodness? 
Because of sin, created beings 

view authority in terms of power, 
not goodness. Commands are is­
sued, not invitations. Fear is the 
natural corollary and primary mo­
tivating force. By contrast, au­
thority in a perfect world is defi­
ned in terms of goodness, not 
power. Joy is its natural corollary 
and primary motivating force. In­
vitations are issued, rather than 
commands. The response is 
natural and freely chosen, not be­
cause the authority can force com­
pliance, but because it is seen to 
be good. 

In Scripture, that ideal is des­
cribed in the new covenant 
promise of Jeremiah 31. Because 
the law is written on the heart, 
commands become unnecessary. 
"No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, 
'Know the LORD,' for they shall 
all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest" (J eremiah 
31:34). Ellen White's description 
of heaven before Lucifer's rebel­
lion reflects that ideal: "When 
Satan rebelled against the law of 
Jehovah, the thought that there 
was a law came to the angels al­
most as an awakening to some­
thing unthought of.,,3 

In the presence of sin, God is 
prepared to use authority as pow­
er. He will appeal to fear in an 
emergency. Sinai was a violent 
revelation because he could reach 
the people in no other way. 
Israel's slavemasters had exercis­
ed authority as power. It would 
take a long time before they could 
see it in terms of goodness. Jesus, 
the incarnation of God's law, illus­
trated authority as "goodness." 
But Israel at Sinai was not ready 
for such a revelation. 
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God still resorts to power and 
still motivates by fear. In a sinful 
world emergencies require it. But 
his ultimate goal is a kingdom 
where love reigns, freely and by 
choice. Scripture records the his­
tory of his efforts to that end. 

Within this setting of the great 
struggle between good and evil, 
two pictorial models are helpful in 
organizing the biblical material. 
The "Toboggan" provides a his­
torical perspective, the "Pyramid" 
a systematic one. 

The Toboggan 

Though their implications have 
not always been grasped, the early 
chapters of Genesis vividly 
describe a world in the grasp of 
selfIshness. As in the case of Job, 
God allows selfishness its day in 
court. The result is successive dis­
asters: Eve's sin and Adam's, 
Cain's murder of Abel, Lamech's 
boast of greater violence than 
Cain's, the Flood, Noah's 
drunkenness, Babel. Joshua 24:2 
notes that Abraham's own family 
"served other gods." Genesis 
reveals the shocking fact that child 
sacrifice and polygamy were "ac­
ceptable" within the family of 
faith. 

Devout believers often overlook 
this "toboggan" slide into depra­
vity, subconsciously putting a posi­
tive construction on the actions of 
God and his people. This "high 
roadlt approach to the Bible stres­
ses the continuity of God's truth. 
Hebrews 11 is the classic example, 
transforming Old Testament sin­
ners into New Testament saints. If 
you want to hear Sarah laugh cyni­
cally, go to Genesis. You won't 
hear it in Hebrews 11. 

The Old Testament narratives 
themselves, however, suggest a 
"low road" approach, one that 
recognizes the effect of sin on 
God's perfect world. The "low 
road" shows how far creation fell 
from God and how patient God 
has been in drawing it back. He 
will be violent in order to reach 
violent people. But He patiently 

Please tum to page 29 
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Jacqueline Vongai Pratt 
Dialogue with an Adventist Chief Law Officer from Zimbabwe 

Jacqueline Vongai Pratl is chief law 
orriccr of customary law in the Minis­
try of Justice of Z imbabwe. A passion 
for justice and peace born of deep 

P lellse tell us about your fami­
ly background. 

I was born and raised in a rural 
Seventh-day Adventist home. My 
fa ther was not an educated per­
son, and my mo ther ca n't read or 
write, but both of them en­
couraged me and my twO brothers 
and four s isters to live a good 
Christi an life and to make the 
most of every opportunity. My 
oldest brother is in charge of the 
small comme rcial farm that used 
to belong to my father. My second 
brother and my youngest sister are 
teachers. My two ot her sisters 
hold civil service positions- one 
in the Ministry of Local Govern­
ment and the othe r in the Ministry 
of T ourism. 

Were there some people that in­
tluenced you when you were 
young'! 

I remember two missionaries 
who werc very important to me. 
They were like parents to me and 
later as my brother and sister. In 
my early teens, when I was attend­
ing onc of o ur schools, I worked in 
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Christian convictions has led her to 
support the rights of women in society. 
She is also committed to opening 
more opportunities for the education 
of her people, and has served for 
several years as member of the 
University Council of Zimbabwe. 

Born in a peasant home in Masvin­
go (formerly Fon Victoria), Mrs. 
Prau received her elementary and 
secondary education in Adventist 
schools and later graduated from OUf 

Solusi College. While serving as a 
leacher and raising her family, she 
completed the admission require­
ments for the University of Rhodesia 
(now the University of Zimbabwe), 
where she Obtained a law degree. 

Mrs. Pratt 's career includes service 
as assistant IOwn clerk in the capital of 
Zimbabwc, H arare; assistant secretary 

the house of Miss Dora Greivc, an 
American missionary. She took a 
strong interest in mc. She never 
treated me as a servant, but as a 
person. She encouraged my in­
volveme nl as a speaker in our 
temperance society and as a 
singer in church. I believe that a 
lot of my caring alti tude and my 
determination come from her. 

Another person who inOuenced 
me was Dr. Kacclenga, an E nglish 
professor at Solusi College. He 
understood you ng pea pic well. Al­
though I was a very diflicult per­
son, he was both firm and caring. 
If you made a mistake, you'd get 
the punishment; but then he con­
sidered that lhe maLler was over­
he didn 't punish you for what you 
had done yesterday. I think that 
was a fair treatment. 

What specilically attracted you 
to the legal profession'! 

I suppose it was the plight of 
African women. Before Zim­
babwe became independent in 
1980 we didn 't have a voice. We 
couldn 't defend our own rights. 
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in charge of legal affairs in Ihe Minis­
Iry of Local Government, and senior 
law officer in charge of legal aid. In 
her current posi tion as chief law of­
ficer, she supervises all 67 community 
courls and several primary courls in 
her country. 

Mrs. Prall's husband is a financial 
director of a commercial firm in 
Harare. They have fou r children rang­
ing from 22 to 12 years of age. 

* * * 
We spoke with Mrs. Pratt during 

her recent visit to the Unitcd States. 
She had come to WaShington to take 
part in the annual meeting of the 
Cabinet of Cou nselors. This adviSOry 
group is composed of experienced 
Adventist lawyers representing all 
world cI ivisions. 

No woman then would have held 
the position I now hold unless she 
were fore ign-born. I wasn't happy 
with that and looked for a way 
women could have the ir say in 
areas of life that affected them 
directly. 

Do you see a connection be­
tween )'our Chris tian convictions 
and your work'! 

Yes, in some ways. For example, 
as a chief law offi cer you have the 
opportunity to counsel people 
who are bringing family matters 
before the courl. If they arc hus­
band and wife, for example, you 
can make the issues clear and help 
them lind a fair solution. Some­
times you can help people that are 
quarreling to reach a just settle­
ment and even become friends. 
When children were involved I 
have had the satisfaction of coun­
seling parents regarding their 
legal duty and the Christian duty 
towards them. 

What are your current respon­
sibilities as chief law oniccr of 
customary law? 



I am in charge and responsible 
for the supervision of courts 
throughout Zimbabwe that deal 
with customary law, involving 
family disputes, divorce, deceased 
estates, seduction, and similar is­
sues. I inspect the operation of 
these courts to ensure that the 
cases are handled correctly by the 
judicial officers. If a particular 
case raises a complaint, some­
times it is solved in my office. At 
other times it is referred for 
review by provincial magistrates. 
Sometimes this requires extensive 
research to determine the correct 
application of the law. My duties 
are therefore both legal and ad­
ministrative. 

Are there advantages in having 
a woman in the position you now 
occupy? 

Some men in my country may 
argue that it is a disadvantage be­
cause under a new customary law 
in Zimbabwe, African women are 
now entitled to receive main­
tenance [alimony] in divorce 
cases. They may think that as a 
woman I would be partial to 
women involved in family dis­
putes. But they would be wrong. I 
believe that as a woman lawyer 
and as a mother I can be not only 
fair, but also more understanding 
when it comes to custody of 
children. 

When you were studying law at 
the University of Zimbabwe, did 
you have to face difficulties as an 
Adventist? 

No. In Zimbabwe we have been 
very lucky. Both before and after 
independence we have been free 
to worship according to our own 
beliefs. However, when I served as 
a prosecutor, I struggled to com­
bine my role as a person expected 
to request the judge for the ap­
plication of the law in all its force 
and my own Christian inclination 
to be merciful toward those who 
commit crimes. 

What can you tell us about the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Zimbabwe? Which are our main 
activities and challenges? 

There are 150,000 members in a 
country of a little over 10 million 

inhabitants. Our Adventist Dev­
elopment and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) carries a few projects. 
However, we are weak in the 
health area. Most of our activities 
center on education. We provide a 
practical program, but mostly at 
the lower levels of schooling. This 
means that we don't offer A­
levels, which would prepare stu­
dents for admission to the univer­
sity. 

At present, I am involved in the 
development of a document to be 
submitted to the government 
authorities requesting that Solusi 
College (founded in 1894) be 
chartered to operate as a univer­
sity. The recently approved 
Higher Education Act allows for 
the establishment of private 
universities in our country. I 
dream of additional course offer­
ings at Solusi so that students can 
receive a thorough professional 
education to benefit both our 
church and our country. We need 
to find ways to providing more 
educational opportunities for our 
young people. Our country needs 
more educated people with solid 
Christian characters. 

Have any of the graduates from 
our schools reached positions of 
responsibility in Zimbabwe? 

Yes, several who have gone on 
to complete advanced degrees are 
active in the church and now oc­
cupy important positions in 
government entities. For example, 
the registrar at the University of 
Zimbabwe is R. Zinyemba, a 
Seventh-day Adventist. There are 
also a few Adventist lecturers 
there in economics, education, 
and pharmacology. The current 
minister of labor, John Nkomo, is 
from a family that was among the 
first in Zimbabwean Adventists. 
He studied at Solusi College. Dr. 
Simon Andifasi is a health officer. 
The governor of Midlands, Her­
bert Mahlaba, is also an Adven­
tist. Norman Maposa occupies an 
important position with an inter­
national labor organization based 
in Harare. There are also several 
others that I could mention. 

What are your children doing 
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now? 
There are all studying, accord­

ing to their own inclinations. Our 
oldest son is doing a mechanics 
course. Our oldest daughter, head 
girl at her school, is preparing to 
enter the university and intends to 
become a teacher in one of our 
schools. She is a strong leader of 
the Christian Youth. The other 
two children are still at lower 
levels in school. 

Are you involved in activities re­
lated to the church? 

Yes. A congregation meets in 
our home. We provide a home for 
the church pastor in our district. I 
share my religious convictions 
with other people whenever I can. 
As I said earlier, I am also assist­
ing Solusi College in obtaining its 
university charter. Above all, I try 
to relate to other people on the 
basis of the Christian principles I 
learned at home and during my 
studies in Adventist schools. 

Humberto M. Rasi 
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James D. McClelland 
Dialogue with a Wildlife Artist 

When sketching picLUres as one of 
11 51 udcnls in a rural Michigan school 
house, he was destined to make his 
mark--{)n his own easel as well as on 

Mr. McClelland, do you re­
member your first drawing? 

No, but [ remember an early 
one that my aunt saved. lL was a 
drawing of a peach tree with all 
the pits showing. I guess even at 
that age I was quite analytical and 
I wanted to expose all those pits. 
Maybe that was kind of a hallmark 
of everything I do. 

As far back as [ can remember 
drawing was a passion for mc. I 
drew on everything, from the bor­
ders of my mother'S cookbook to 
every scrap of paper I cou ld find. 

And when did you become inter­
ested in wildlifc and naturc'! 

Nature was also a passion for 
me and continues to be. Birds 
have always been my specialty. 
Relat ives would say, "If you want 
to see every bird and every little 
creature along the way, take a 
walk with Jim." 

"Vere there people who moti~ 
valed you early on to de",elop 
these interests? 

Yes; I was especially encour­
aged by teachers and classmates 
who recognized my abilities. 
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hundreds of students and art lovers. 
Today, James D. McClelland is 

professor of art at Union College in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and a nationally 
distinguished wi ldlife artist. He holds 
degrees in art , English. and counseling 
from Andrews University, Michigan 
Slale University. and Western Mich· 
igan University. 

Frequenlly exhibited in various 
shows and galleries, his paintings of 
birds have won awards in regional and 
national competitions. He has also 
designed stamps and stationery for the 
National Wildlife Federation. 

His bird paintings have become 
broadly known to nature lovers with 
the publication of three books au­
thored by ornithologist Paul Johns­
gard, which included lhis Adventist 

Teachers would often write on my 
report cards: "Daydreams . .. ex­
cels in art." 

Do you think artistic ability is 
naturnlly inherited, or is it 
learned? 

I believe anybody can learn to 
draw, just as you can leach anyone 
to play the piano, although not 
everyone will become a concert 
pianist. I've never discouraged a 
studcnt from continuing with art 
studies. In fact, I think [ perform 
best as a teacher with those who 
thi nk they just can't do it, by 
teaching thcm to see and to put 
what they see on paper or canvass. 

Tell us about your Adventist 
background. Have you always 
been a member of the church? 

No, I was not born into a Chris­
tian home. My father, an alcohol­
ic, did not choose the Adventist 
life, or I would have been a fifth­
generation church member. 
When T was in the fourth grade, 
however, we moved to the town 
where my grandmother lived. 
Through her innuence, I began at­
tending church and camp meet-
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artist's illustrations. His interest in 
birds comes to life in his home studio, 
where four prized Australian parrots 
keep him company. 

A 17-year ve teran of the Union 
College faculty, McClelland thrives on 
helping others discover their crea tive 
potential. His appreciat ion of beauty 
finds other outlets, l OO. Singing with 
his musically lalenied family and cul­
tivating the lOO-plus varieties of roses 
that adorn his yard, for example, 
provide inspiration for many. 

Par this interview, we find him 
relaxing to the quiet strains of classical 
music in his home on a mild summer 
day. As we visil, "DC" (Daddy's Cal), 
sits on the artist's knee to listen in. 

ings and received my foundation 
in Adventism. My first Adventist 
schooling then came at Andrews 
University. 

After your undergraduate work, 
what kind of experience did you 
have as an Adventist attending 
the public university'! 

Most of the time it was not a 
problem. One exception to that 
occurred when, as a teaching as­
sistant, I was expected to proctor 
examinations on Sabbath. The de­
partment chairman was not sym­
pathetic and tried to make me feel 
very small, but he re luctant ly cal­
led another teacher to proctor the 
exams when he saw my comric­
tions were firm. Out of that grew a 
very positive friendship with the 
other teacher. She happened to 
belong to a church which ran a 
youth ministries center where my 
wife and I wcre serving. She 
thought so highly of the stand I 
had taken that she started giving 
us her symphony concert tickets 
when she wasn't using them. It 
genuinely pleased her to sec us 
there, innueneing the young 



Snow Fire The Cardinal is quite common In Lincoln, Nebraska, where I live. This painting was inspired by my 
observation of a beautiful male perched in a small tree heavily laden with newly fallen snow, just outside the kitchen 
window. His brilliant red form, s~houetted against the white, prompted me to call this painting, "Snow Fire." 



Wi nter Covey The Eastern Quail, named the Bobwhite after its characteristic call, 
forages in country areas, near thickets, streams, and farmlands. It survives by remaining in a 
group, called the covey. The covey forms a tight circle at night, each bird facing outward with 
tails converging at the center. Wlien disturbed, they exploi:le, flying in every i:lirection, later 
calling to one another and regrouping. 

Red-tailed Hawk When the widespread and common Red -tailed Hawk has captured its prey, it 
"mantles" it by spreading its wings over the mouse, rabbit or other small creature unlucKy enough to ind 
itself ensnareo in the hawk's sharp talons. The bird often screams, warding off WOUld-be robbers. It is that 
scene that I have tried to capture In this painting. 



Winter Foragina When snow cover is heavy, the Chinese Ring-necked Pheasant is 
challenged in its searcn for food. It ventures out alone, in pairs, or in flocks to forage. It has 
always surprised me that so gaudy a bird can so easily conceal himself in the browns, golds, 
and grays of nature. 

The Territory In Michigan, where I grew up, one of the greatest pleasures of my youth 
was to roam the woods and country lanes. Often my excitement was stirred by flushing up the 
Ruffed Grouse. In early spring, the male establishes territory and courts the hen by perching 
on a hollow log and drumming the air with quick beats of its wings. 



Secluded Watch The Great Horned Owl is the bird people often associate with owls. It is a fierce and 
magnificent bird of prey. In this painting I have tried to picture the bird deeply concealed in a pine tree, but ever 
watchful for danger or opportunity. Its Keen eyesight and soft, long feathers enable it to drop quickly and silently 
on its prey. This oird is important in keeping rodenf populations under control. 



people. 
Broadening out from your 

university experience, what dif­
ference does your faith make to 
you as an artist? 

My philosophy of art stems 
from the very first words of Scrip­
ture: "In the beginning, God 
created." While I can't speak and 
create matter as God did, I be­
lieve we go through a similar 
thinking and emotional process in 
our creative work. We are not 
complete unless we are in some 
way creative. Of course, we poorly 
reflect God in His creative capa­
city, but when we create we do ex­
perience something of what it 
means to be created in the image 
of God. 

When I paint birds, I have to see 
beyond what is on the surface to 
paint convincingly. I see some­
thing of the Creator's handiwork, 
and I'm inevitably filled with awe 
when I see the subtle patterns of 
how feathers change in color and 
pattern. 

Do you think being a Christian 
influences how as well as what you 
paint? 

Yes, because I think God creat­
ed everything to be both beautiful 
and functional. And as I create, I 
try to combine those two. I want to 
paint a bird in its environment. 
When I look at a pine cone or 
milkweed pod and see all those 
scales overlap and then open up, 
releasing the seeds, I am impres­
sed with its beauty and its func­
tional quality. So much in nature 
makes sense. So when I paint, I 
paint both intellectually and emo­
tionally. 

Let's go back to the classroom. 
Can you discuss further how you 
share some of these values and 
ideas with your students? 

I view teaching as an excuse to 
get close to students and help 
them on their way to the kingdom 
of heaven. That's uppermost. I tell 
my students right up front what I 
believe about being created in the 
image of God and try to get them 
excited about exploring what that 
means. 

You undoubtedly have had 

some very rewarding student 
responses, haven't you? 

Almost every student will tell 
me, "I now see things that I never 
saw before." Many unlock capa­
bilities they never knew they had, 
and that's always very exciting. 
Countless students have come to 
me and said, "I can't draw a 
straight line.1I Yet some of those 
students have become so excited 
about art that they have gone on 
to teach others or sell their works. 

The best part of teaching, 
though, is the relational aspect. 
Just last week I spent several days 
with a student I had 15 years ago. 
We've met at every opportunity 
we can as friends, and I could 
name any number of students like 
that. Hardly a Sabbath goes by 
that we don't have 8 or 10 current 
students around our dinner table. 

How do you find the time to 
keep up with your own profes­
sional development and spend the 
long hours with students that you 
do? 

Most of my energy is going into 
teaching. To make more time for 
art, which I think is essential to my 
teaching, requires a balancing act. 
I sometimes have to force myself 
to work when I don't feel like it. I 
learned from one of my teachers 
that you don't wait for the spirit. 

Can you be creative when you 
don't feel like it? 

I think creativity comes as you 
become involved in the process. A 
blank canvas or piece of paper will 
scare you to death until you start 
making marks on it. As you do 
that, more things will occur to you 
and the process will become excit­
ing. 

Have you had to turn down op­
portunities for professional pro­
jects and showings because of 
your commitment to education? 

Education and the Sabbath. 
Many exhibits include Sabbath 
hours. But my commitment to my 
mission as a teacher is foremost. 
No matter how much recognition I 
get, painting, for me, is simply an 
extension of my work as a teach­
er - my credentials to teach. 
When I accepted my frrst teaching 
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job at Battle Creek Academy in 
Michigan, a commercial frrm of­
fered me a job. "You can't afford 
to teach/ they told me. liN arne 
your price and your hours, and 
we'll hire you." 

I've had several opportunities 
like that, and they have not 
tempted me. It wouldn't matter if 
I suddenly became a millionaire 
tomorrow: I would continue to 
teach. 

Is there any advice you'd like to 
leave for students interested in an 
art career or perhaps just dab­
bling in it on the side? 

If God has truly given you that 
talent and that is your gift, then 
you have a responsibility to use it. 
Do what you love to do. Follow 
the gift you think God has given 
you, and He will provide the way 
for you to use it. 

Gregory Rumsey 

Greg Rumsey is associate professor 
of communication at Union College in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. He and his wife, 
Shirley, have two children. 

*** 
Dialogue readers Interested in 

contacting the artist, may write to: 
Prof. James D. McClelland; Union 
College; 3800 48th Street; Lincoln, 
NE 68506; U.S.A. 
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Billy Graham contrasted two 
basic types of adult conver­

sion when he said, "Conversion 
can be like the falling meteor or 
like a sunrise." The "meteor flash" 
is perhaps the more publicized 
type of conversion, but in other 
cases conversion is like a sunrise 
because it's difficult to say exactly 
when the day has dawned. How­
ever, even in the most gradual 
sunrise there is a moment when 
we are sure that night is truly 
gone. And even in the most 
gradual conversion there comes a 
time when it is clear that death is 
gone and new life has come. 

Upon fIrst examination, the two 
men who approached Jesus were 
similar: both were fIery fIshermen 
who became fishermen on fIre for 
the Lord. As Peter and John ex­
pressed their desire to follow him, 
Jesus could see that both shared 
severe character defIcits including 
over-ambition and excessive self­
confIdence. 

But Jesus could also see that 
both had the potential for great 
love. Peter was big-hearted, while 
John was an earnest young man of 
deep affection. Both had leader­
ship potential. Peter and John 
were the only disciples to follow 
Jesus to his trial; they were the 
only ones to follow up on the 
women's report on resurrection 
Sunday and to witness the empty 
tomb. 

Because they seem to start out 
so much alike, it becomes all the 
more interesting to see how dif­
ferent their conversions were. 
Etymologically, the word conver­
sion means "a turning" or "a turn­
around." The chorus that says, "I 
have decided to follow Jesus. No 
turning back, no turning back," is 
theologically correct, because in 
true conversion the turnaround is 
a defInite experience. 
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Turnaround 
Janet Kangas 

In The Desire of Ages Ellen 
White tells how John's turnaround 
began. The young man was first 
impressed when Jesus tenderly 
held a youngster in his arms, tell­
ing the adults around him, "The 
Kingdom of God belongs to men 
who have hearts as trusting as 
these little children's. And anyone 
who doesn't have their kind of 
faith will never get within the 
Kingdom's gates" (Luke 18:16, 17, 
LB). 

"I wonder if that means I can 
forget this competition thing," 
John must have thought. Could it 
be that he, John, could just be 
himself and still be truly loved by 
God? If this were true, who or 
what else could matter? "I want to 
learn more!" decided John, and he 
got as close to Jesus as he could. 
Day by day, week by week, John 
watched Jesus' tender patience 
contrast with his own violent, son­
of-thunder temperament. 

Soon John opened his heart 
completely to the Saviour's life­
changing influence. With his self 
hidden in Christ, John grew to 
depend on him more each day and 
to care less and less about what 
anyone else thought. His close 
friendship with Jesus was recog­
nized, and he became known as 
"the one Jesus loved." The disci­
ple's most intense desire was to be 
a reflection of his beloved 
Teacher, and through John, the 
Saviour was to communicate his 
deepest spiritual teachings to the 
world. 

When John entered the judg­
ment hall during the hours before 
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Jesus' death, he found an unno­
ticed comer as near to his suffer­
ing Master as possible. On the 
same night, Peter's desire to be 
near the warm fife got him into 
trouble (Matthew 26:69-75). He 
rushed away from the scene of his 
denial crying bitterly. 

Running blindly into the night, 
Peter found himself again in the 
garden, in the very spot where 
Jesus had poured out his soul in 
agony to his Father. Falling to the 
ground, Peter wished he could 
die. He knew Jesus still loved 
him - what else could the tender 
and pitying look have meant? But 
why hadn't he defended Jesus in­
stead of using his big mouth to 
hurt him? 

Peter felt the ground beneath 
him was damp, not from his own 
convulsive weeping, but from 
Jesus' own anguish just a few 
hours before. "And where was I 
then?" Peter asked himself angrily. 
"Asleep!" With renewed remorse 
Peter realized he had let Jesus 
down even before the judgment 
hall scene. 

The Saviour was not there to 
comfort Peter. The others were 
gone, Peter didn't know where. 
Only John was still around; how 
Peter wished the loving, em­
pathetic disciple was here to keep 
him company. But he had seen 
John in the judgment hall. "Thank 
God he's still with the Master!" 
thought Peter. IIHe's the only one 
still there, and Jesus needs him 
more than I do." 

John had always stayed nearest 
Jesus, and now, with no glorious 
kingdom in sight, only humiliation, 
John still cherished the same 
spot - beside his Master. "Maybe 
John really deserved to be on 
Jesus' right hand in the kingdom 
after all," thOUght Peter as he sat 
alone in the night. 



"J ohn won't tell the others what 
a fool I've made of myself," 
thought Peter. "But others will tell, 
and word will get around. How 
can I face anyone again?" He 
shook his head in an effort to clear 
his thoughts. "What are you think­
ing, you oaf! Jesus is the one in 
trouble, not you!" And instead of 
helping, he had added to his 
beloved Teacher's pain. Peter 
shivered in the cold. "If only I 
could die instead of Jesus. If any­
one deserves death it's me!" 

How long Peter suffered in 
Gethsemane we don't know, but 
we do know that when he finally 
rose from the ground, he rose a 
converted man. Gone was the ex­
cessive self-confidence, the care­
lessness of spirit, the unsanctified 
temper. The turnaround was com­
plete. Finally he was ready to be 
used by Christ. 

On the Sunday morning after 
the CruciflXion, an angel waiting 
at the empty tomb asked the 
women to "tell his disciples and 
Peter" of Jesus' resurrection. In 
his care to relieve Peter's anxiety, 
Jesus had left special instructions 
regarding him. Because of Peter's 
actions, the disciples thought he 
would never be allowed to resume 
his former position among them, 
and Peter also considered it for­
feited. But after the resurrection, 
Jesus sought out Peter alone. 
We're not told what was said in 
this meeting, but it certainly left 
Peter a comforted man. I can i­
magine him shouting in the words 
of the song: "He's alive! He's alive 
and I'm forgiven! Heaven's gates 
are open wide! He's alive!" 

Soon a small black cloud will 
appear in the east, a cloud that 
will grow brighter than the noon­
day sun. Jesus, the resurrected 
and glorified Lord, will return in 
all his glory to take his friends 
home - the "Peters" who turned 
around after tearful crisis conver­
sions, and the "Johns" who slowly 
grew to reflect Christ's character 
in all things. 

Janel Kangas (Ph.D., Andrews 
Unil'ersiry) is editor of Mission. 

~ JORDAN MANAGEMENT 
~ CONSULTANTS 

Jerusalem 

To: Jesus, Son of Joseph 

Woodcrafters Carpenter Shop 

Nazareth 

From: Assessment Division 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for submitting the resumes for the 12 men you 
have picked for management positions in your new organiza­
tion. All of them have now taken our battery of tests, and we 
have not only run the tests through our computer, but also ar­
ranged personal interviews for each of them with our 
psychologist and vocational aptitude consultants. The profiles of 
all tests are included, and you'll want to study each of them 
carefully. 

It is the staff's professional opinion that most of your 
nominees are lacking in background, education, and vocational 
aptitudes for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They 
do not have the team concept. We would recommend that you 
continue your search for persons of experience in managerial 
ability and proven capabilities. . . , 

Specifically: 
• Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of 

temper. 
• Andrew has absolutely no leadership qualities. 
• The two brothers-James and John-the sons of Zebedee, 

place personal interests above company loyalty. 
• Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would 

tend to undermine morale. 
• Matthew has been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Bet­

ter Business Bureau. 
• James and Tbaddaeus have definite radical leanings, and 

both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale. 
One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. Be's a 

man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a 
keen business mind, and has contacts in high places. He is high­
ly motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas 
Iscariot as your comptroller and right-hand man. 

All of the other profiles are self-explanatory. 

God does not always call the qualified, 
but is faithful to qualify the called. 
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CAMPUS LIFE 

The Reflective Path 
How to Share Christianity With a Buddhist Friend 

Mr. Nakamura's visit taught 
me two key things about 

Buddhism. I won't forget them, 
for they form the very basis for 
Christian sharing with Buddhists. 

Mr. Nakamura lived next door 
to a professor colleague of mine 
and taught at a prestigious col­
lege, not far from the Adventist 
college where I lectured. He regu­
larly invited his students to Bud­
dhist tea ceremonies at his house. 
When I met Mr. Nakamura, the 
truth dawned that a Buddhist mis­
sionary lived in my small, out-of­
the-way northeastern United Sta­
tes town and actually conducted 
"evangelistic meetings" there. 

Just a generation ago, few 
Westerners personally knew Bud­
dhists unless they were mis­
sionaries, businessmen, or diplo­
mats who lived in Asia. The pre­
sence of Asian students at univer­
sities worldwide, the dispersion of 
southeast Asian refugees, and the 
interest in and conversion to Bud­
dhism in some Western circles 
have combined with the new mis­
sionary zeal of Buddhism to make 
Buddhism a global phenomeQ.on. 
You can't share with people un­
less you recognize their presence. 
You probably live near a Buddhist 
or go to school with some of them. 

After Mr. Nakamura lectured to 
my World Religions class, I took 
him on a walking tour of our cam­
pus. That stroll taught me more 
about the essence of Buddhism 
than my textbook ever did. I 
could not keep from getting ahead 
of Mr. Nakamura. No matter how 
hard I tried, I walked too fast. I 
slowed down repeatedly, but as 
soon as I started talking habit took 
over and I always ended up five to 
six paces in front of him. The tour 
of the campus took at least twice 
as long as it normally did. Mr. 
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Jon Dybdahl 
Nakamura probably noticed three 
times as much as the average visi­
tor. 

A Reflective Approach 

Unhurried, thoughtful, reflective, 
are all good words to describe 
Buddhism. Anything rushed, hur­
ried, impatient, does not fit. Most 
Buddha faces or images mirror 
serenity, quiet, and peace. Me­
ditation, which is quiet in itself, 
plays a key role in Buddhism. Mr. 
Nakamura taught me that in order 
to communicate with him I need­
ed to slow down and become 
more deliberate. I needed to be 
awake and sensitive to him and to 
all that was going on around us. 
Only then could he begin to hear 
me. 

For this reason I begin all my 
specific suggestions of faith shar­
ing with Buddhists with the word 
reflect. It is an appeal to be 
thoughtful, ~ensitive, and peaceful 
so that we may become like a 
Buddhist to the Buddhists, follow­
ing the apostle Paul's wise coun­
sel. 

I now suggest the following 
reflective steps in reaching Bud­
dhists: 

1. Renect on the type or Bud­
dhist you are dealing with. Al­
though Buddhists come in endless 
varieties, most fit into two major 
categories. The first group are 
those whose cultural and social 
background is Buddhist. Most of 
these are Asians whose country or 
family espouse the religion. Some 
of these people know the history 
and beliefs of their faith well, but 
for many religion is simply part of 
their cultural identity. Buddhism 
is an element of being Tha~ Lao, 
or Japanese. Their reasons for 
remaining Buddhists have to do 
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with family, friends, and self-iden­
tity, rather than philosophy or 
evidence for belief. 

The second major group are 
those who as adults became con­
vinced Buddhists through study. 
Most Buddhists from Europe and 
America fit into this category. 

The cultural Buddhists need 
love and acceptance and practical 
reasons for faith rather than intel­
lectual discussion. The second 
group may enjoy and need social 
acceptance and support as well, 
but will also demand sound 
evidence and a philosophical basis 
for whatever is shared about 
Christianity. 

The Life of Gautama 

2. Renect on the history of Bud­
dhism. To reach Buddhists we 
must know something about their 
faith. Th~ facts concerning the life 
of Siddharta Gautama, the foun­
der of Buddhism, were written 
down hundreds of years after his 
death and are in dispute, but most 
accept the following basics: 

Siddharta (personal name) 
Gautama (family name) was born 
about 560 B.C. into the rich family 
of a clan chief who lived near the 
Nepalese-Indian border area. 
"Buddha" is not his name but a 
title meaning "enlightened" or 
"mentally aware." This title was 
used by people long before Sid­
dharta's birth. The situation paral­
lels that of Jesus in that the title 
"Christ" or "Messiah" (anointed 
one) was known long before it was 
applied to Jesus (personal name) 
of Nazareth. 

Many miracle stories surround 
Gautama's birth. Some claim he 
was born of a virgin. Gautama's 
mother died seven days after the 
birth and he was raised by his 



mother's sister. Gautama's father 
planned a political career for his 
son and tried to keep him from 
seeing the miseries of life. At the 
age of 16 Gautama was married to 
the only daughter of a nearby area 
ruler. A son was born into the 
family. To all appearances Gauta­
rna was headed toward a career in 
government and a life of luxury. 

Then carne a major turning 
point. Siddharta saw four visions. 
Whether th e visions were like spi­
ritual experiences or dreams or 
were the result of a sneak \;sit to 
villages nearby is not certain, but 
the experiences changed Gauta­
rna's life. He saw an old man bent 
over and weakened by age. He 
saw a sick person overcome by a 
horrible disease. He saw a funeral 
procession and ~ewed the corpse. 
H e saw a recluse, or monk, with a 
calm, serene face . The rich, pam­
pered prince saw in these four vi­
sions a whole, new, different real­
ity. He saw the transitory nature of 
life and the power of re ligion. 
Leaving his wife and his newborn 
son, Gautama renounced his 
throne and decided to enter the 
monastic life. He was 29 
years old . 

The four ~sions not only 
affected Gautama's life but 
also shaped his doctrine. He 
saw that suffering was basic 
to all life and that religion 
must provide a way to es­
cape that suffering. Refl ect­
ing under a bo tree one day, 
Gaut ama was enlightened 
on the true nature of life 
and became the Buddha, or 
enlightened one. The 
Buddha's main insight was 
that there was a middle path 
or way. Self-indulgence was 
wrong, but so was extreme 
ascet icism. His way was the 
tru th, the middle path be­
tween these two false ex­
tremes. 

In summary, Buddha 
taught that all human 
beings, in fact all beings, 
suffered. This suffering 
came from desire. If onc 
dealt with desire, then suf-

fering was eliminated. Desire 
could be eliminated by following 
his eightfold middle path of (1) 
right understanding, (2) right 
thought, (3) right speech, (4) right 
action, (5) right livelihood, (6) 
right effort, (7) right mindfulness, 
(8) right concentration. Following 
this noble eightfold path led to a 
cessation of desire. That led to an 
end of suffering and to the con­
tinuous recycle of birth, death, 
rebirth, and death. That escape 
was nirvana, no longer being 
bound by the suffering of exis­
tence and the cycle of rebirth. 
Buddha's teaching ministry lasted 
until the age of 80 when he died, 
supposedly after a meal of pork. 

Three Major Groups 

From th is rather simple back­
ground have developed numerous 
Buddhist sects. These sects differ 
qui te markedly in belief and prac­
tice, at least as much, if not more 
than the various Christian de­
nominations. An excellent ques­
tion to ask your Buddhist friend is 
this: What are the specific charac-
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tens!lcs of your branch of Bud­
dhism? The various sects are often 
grouped into three main families, 
much like Christians are often 
categorized as Catholics, Protes­
tants or Orthodox. The most tra­
ditional Buddhist sects are usually 
called Hinayana (the small vehi­
cle). Most also call this group 
Theravada (tradition of the 
elders), although a few scholars 
draw a distinction between the 
two terms. Adherents of these 
sects try to stay as close as they 
can to the original teachings of 
Siddharta Gautama. They are also 
called Southern or South Asian 
Buddhists because they are con­
centrated in Thailand, Sri Lanka, 
Burma, Laos, and Cambodia. 

The second major Buddhist 
family of sects is called Mahayana 
(the big vehicle). Some call the 
family the Northern or North 
Asian Buddhist family since ad­
herents come mainly from Japan, 
China, and Korea. This type of 
Buddhism is more open to change 
and development than Hinayana 
and believes in further revelations 
after the time of Gautama. Most 

of the Buddhism popular in 
the West is of this type. Zcn 
is, in fact, a sect of 
Mahayana Buddh ism. 

The third Buddhist fam ily 
of sects is much smaller than 
the other two. Some class it 
as part of the Mahayana 
group, but it is so different 
that I, along with othcrs, 
think it needs a separate 
category. This family is 
variously ca lled Vajrayana 
(the thunderbolt vehicle), 
Tantrie Buddhism, or 
Tibetan Buddhism. This 
Buddhism uses Mantras 
(repeated sacred syllables), 
Mandalas (symbolic visual 
figures) , and various ges­
tures and occult practices in 
its quest for enl ightenment. 

The persons desiring to 
share the gospel with a Bud­
dhist friend will seek to gain 
much more specific knowl­
edge about the beliefs of 
their friend. However, 
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everyone should know at least this 
much, so that he or she can begin 
an inte lligent conversation. 

Building Bridges 

3. Relleet on how to build on 
common ground. Adventists often 
feel their religion is different from 
most others. In some ways this is 
truc, if the "others" arc lookalike 
Christian denominations. Strange 
as it may seem, Adventism has 
many areas of common ground 
with the world religions that other 
Christians don' t have. Wise 
fri ends stress these commonali­
ties, rather than launching a direct 
allack on the re ligious beliefs of 
others. Buddh ism and Adventism 
have common areas that can lend 
themselves to discussion of mutual 
concerns. I will mention three of 
those areas. 

First, many Buddhists are inter­
ested in health, particularly in 
vegetarianism. Not all Buddhists 
arc vegetarians, but most see it as 
an ideal, just as Adventism docs. 
One reason is that Buddhists have 
a general desire to refrain from 
killing. Some of the best vegetar­
ian food I have catcn has been in 
Thai and Chinese restaurants ope­
rated by Buddhists. Many Bud­
dhis ts would be delighted to try a 
vegetarian meal and/or hear a lec­
ture on healthful eating or cooking 
without meat. 

Second, most Buddhists are 
committed to pac ifism. Again, nol 
all live up to it , but even socialized 
Buddhists a re not happy as sol­
diers. They don't want to kill 
people. A major problem faced by 
Uni ted Slales military planners 
during the war in Vietnam and 
Southeast Asia was that many bul ­
lets were not fired direct ly at the 
enemy, but at a safe distance over 
everyone's head. You can make a 
Buddhist a soldie r, but many work 
their hardest at not becomi ng 
killers. Thai soldiers often become 
monks for a time when they leave 
military service as a way to atone 
for being violent and militant. 
Buddhists can easily re tate to our 
stand on noncombatancy. One 
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major historical objection that 
many Buddhists have raised in 
conneCI ion with Christianity is 
that it is warlike and Buddhism is 
peace-loving. We can communi­
cate to our Buddhist friends that 
not all Christians are warl ike and 
that some have even taken strong 
stands against killing their fellow 
human beings. 

Third, many Buddhists believe 
that a great teacher or deliverer is 
coming. In Thailand he is called 
Praarayamaelrai. Olher places and 
other Buddhist sects have dif­
fe rent names, but the belief in a 
de liverer is widespread. For some 
groups this coming one is a rein­
carnation of Gaut ama, for others 
simply a new Buddha. For yet 
others, the figure is a deliverer. 
Adventists, who also sec the need 
of and expect a coming deliverer, 
can find this Buddhist hope a 
means of sharing their dreams and 
hopes for the fu ture. 

4. Rellect on how to share 
Jesus. Many Buddhists share with 
other 20th-century people a reser­
vation about institutional religion. 
The very name of Christianity or 
A dventism raises questions about 
his tory and often brings to the 
front old problems and preju­
di ces. Jesus is different. He is a 
person. We must remember to 
share him, not an institution or a 
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denomination. This is particularly 
true for Buddhists who already 
have an affection for a great re­
ligious per5onage, Siddharta Gau­
tama. Buddhists are drawn by the 
stories of Jesus of Nazareth who 
was not only enlightened, but also 
"The Light." Like Buddha, Jesus 
had a great renunciation and went 
on a search, not for peace but for 
lost and suffering humanity. Sim­
ple stories of Jesus speak to Bud­
dhists in a powerful way. 

Real forgiveness for sin is lack­
ing in traditional Buddhism. By 
the law of Karma, all sin and evil 
must have its result in this life or 
subsequent reincarnation. For 
Buddhists the free wiping out of 
sin does not make sense. The story 
of a savior, Jesus, who can do this, 
is a message of hope and good 
news that changes lives. 

Providing Help 

s. Reflect on practical ways to 
help people. To many people Bud­
dhism seems very philosophical 
and intellectual. In some respects 
it is, but in others it is very pract i­
cal. Siddharta Gautama set out to 
solve a very real, practical prob­
lem - the problem of human suf­
fering. Buddhists still respond to 
people whose religion gives real 
help to people who suffer. 

Through a series of providential 
events I was able to visit a military 
offi cer jailed on capital charges in 
a Thai prison. He had heard about 
Adventism through his correspon­
dence with Adventist students and 
had been studying the material 
mailed to him in prison. He re­
quested that we visit him and start 
Adventist mecting.<; in the prison. 

Somba!'s background, of cour­
se, was Buddhist, and I was inter­
ested to hear about his spiritual 
journey. He told me that he had 
sought peace in Buddhism. His 
parents had joined a strict Bud­
dhist sect, and he himself had 
diligently studied various Bud­
dhist meditation practices and 
found no peace. He had heard 
about Christianity but thought 
most Christians were superficial, 



illogical, and impractical. Then he 
began to study Christianity and 
discovered Jesus. Adventist litera­
ture taught him about the dangers 
of smoking and helped him get 
over the habit. He learned about 
exercise, water, and other simple 
health facts. Excited about these 
new concepts, he had already 
brought six fellow inmates to faith. 
Another Christian group offered 
him money to pastor as their rep­
resentative in the prison. He refu­
sed. He said to me, "You people 
not only talk to me about Jesus, 
but you are the only ones who 
really help me in a practical way 
to live a better life here with less 
suffering now." Many Buddhists 
will respond to loving Christians 
who share gladly ways to escape 
suffering now. 

Don't let Buddhists and Bud­
dhism intimidate you. By God's 
Spirit, a willingness to reflect on 
and share with them can lead 
many to find Jesus, the only real, 
lasting answer to human suffering. 

Jon Dybdahl (PhD. Fuller Theo­
/.ogical Seminary) is a member of the 
Institute of World Mission, in Berrien 
Springs, Michigan. He served for nine 
years as a missionary and a teacher in 
Thailand and Singapore. 

For Further Reading: 
Richard H. Drummond, Gaulama 

the Buddha: An Essay in Religious 
Understanding. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Eerdmans, 1974. An in-depth Chris­
tian analysis of Buddhism with 
theological response. 

Allie M. Frazier, Buddhism (Read­
ings in Eastern Religious Thought, 
Vol. 2). Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1969. An inside view of Bud­
dhism with Buddhist scripture sec­
tions. 

William F. lafleur, Buddhism (PH 
series on World Religions). New 
York: Prentice Hall, 1988. A short, 
clear, textbook explanation of Bud­
dhism. 

J. Isamu Yamamoto, Beyond Bud­
dhism, Downers Grove, II.: Inter­
Varsity Press, 1982. A Christian's 
sympathetic summary of Buddhism 
with practical Christian response. 

Interchange 
Readers interested in establishing correspondence with Adventist co/­

lege/university students and professionals in other parts of the world: 
... Michael Abednego: 27; male; single; pursuing degree in Special Education; interests: 

reading, travel, gardening, photo~phy, meeting new people; correspondence in English. 
Address: Dept. of Special E(lucatlon; University of Jos; los, Plateau State; Ni~eria. 

... Romiro Azevedo: 30; male; single; teacher of LinguistiCS, Theory' of Literature, and 
Portuguese; interests: languages, arts, sports, reading, new friendships; correspondence in 
English, French, German or Portuguese. Address: C. Postal 461; 65.000 Sao Luis; Maran­
hao; Brazil. 

... Rila Balbi: 26; female; single; studying toward Elementaty Teaching degree; interest: 
exchanging postcards; correspondence in English, Portuguese or Spanish. Address: Pasteur 
493; 3103 Villa Ub. San Martin, Entre ruos; Argentina. 

... Robeno Braccini: 24; male: single; studying toward an Engineering degree in Informa­
tion Systems; interests: sports (basketball), music (guitar), research in Bible topics; cor­
respondence in Spanish. Address: TImoteo GordIllo 15, 90. F; 1408 Capital Federal; 
Buenos Aires; Argentina. 

... Dina Bustos: 21; female; single; studyin~ to become a dental technician; interest: ex­
changing postcards; correspondence in Enghsh, French, Portuguese or Spanish. Address: 
Einstein 991; 3103 Villa Lib. San Martln, Entre ruos; Argentina. 

... Nehemiah Ezekiel: 21; male; single; studyin~ toward Bachelor of Arts degree with em­
phasis in Sociology, Linguistics, English, and History; interests: swimming, reading, travel, 
new friendships; correspondence in English. Address: Egerton University, Laikipia Cam­
pus; Kapenguria Hall, Room 13; P.O. Box 1137; Naivasha; Kenya. 

... Job Gathemia: 33; male; holds B.A. degree in Theology and selVes as assistant univer­
sity chaplain; interests: gospel music, reading, mass media communication: correspondence 
in English. Address: East African Union; P.O. Box 42276; Nairobi; Kenya. 

... Raymond Raul Gena: 21; male; single; studying toward a B.S. degree in Geology; inter­
ests: singing, travel, sports, hiking, jogging; correspondence in En~lish. Address: Univ. of 
Papua New Guinea; P.O. Box 3570; BOroko, National Capital Distnct; Papua New Guinea. 

·1 M. Hamilton: 26; female; single; of Caribbean extraction; completing a degree in Sys­
terns Analysis; interests: sports, music, travel, reading, walks in the countI}'Side; correspon­
dence in English. Address: 8 Brentwood Place; Sawyers Hall Lane; Brentwood, CM15 9DN 
Essex; United Kingdom. 

• Christopher Kontoh: 25; male; single; stuying Accounting; interests: reading, evan­
gelism, music, photography; correspondence in English. Address: S.DA. Students Fellow­
shif; Institute of Professional Studies; P.O. Box 149; Legon; Nigeria. 

Alejandra Letm: 19; female; single; studying toward a B.A degree in teaching English; 
interests: music, sports, camping, pencil collecting, new friendships; correspondence in 
English or Spanish. Address: P.O. Box 2085; Concepci6n - 8a. Regi6n; Chile . 

... Sam B. Malacad: 23; male; sin~e; studying toward a graduate degree in Accounting; 
interests: agriculture, business, readmg; correspondence in English, with readers 18-23. Ad­
dress: Poblacion; 5510 San Jose; Romblon; Philippines. 

• Loida Maldonado Ortiz: 21; female; single; completing 3rd. year of medical studies; in­
terests: reading, travel, letter exchange; correspondence in Spanish. Address: c/o 
Asociaci6n Dominicana del Norte; Apartado 751; Santiago; Dominican Republic . 

... Solomon Mensah: 28; male; single; studying Laboratory' Technology; interests: Church 
History, reading, sports, youth religious activities; correspondence in English. Address: 
P.O. Box A34; AdisadeJ, Cape-Coast; Ghana, West Africa . 

... Henninia Munoz Contreras: 19; female; single; studying toward a B.A. degree in 
English; interests: meeting new people, music, singing, reading; correspondence in English 
or Spanish. Address: Las Rosas #89, Huertos Familiares; San Pedro, Concepci6n. 8a. 
Ref6n; Chile. 

Jennifer Obode: 20; female; single; planning to begin postsecondary' studies in Phar­
macy; interests: listening to good music, travel, reading; correspondence in English. Ad­
dress: P.O. Box 9175; Benin City, Bendel State; Nigeria . 

... Aloue Augustine Ogbonna: 24; male; single; studying 3rd. year of Theology; interests: 
singing, volleyball, drama, swimming, Christian witnessing; correspondence in English. Ad­
dress: c/o Dr. S. I. AnuJigo; Adventist Seminary' of West Africa; P.M.B. 21244; Ikeja, Lagos; 

Nige~a. Th " . h f E I' h . d" . . I ... srene u: 39; lemale; sangle; teac er 0 ng IS ; mterests: rea 109, wntmg, plano p ay-
ing, travel; correspondence in English. Address: National College; P.O. Box 14146; 88847 
Kota Kinabalu; Sabah; Malaysia. 

• Tinka Vencheva: 22; female; single; studying Mathematics at Sofia University; inter­
ests: reading and letter exchange; correspondence in English. Address: "Krasno selo" 19 b 
54; Sofia, Bulgaria. 

• Vio/eta Vergara GrandOn: 19; female; single; studying toward a B.A degree in teaChing 
English; interests: meeting new people, music, singing, collecting calendars; correspon­
dence in English or Spanish. Address: Rio Diguill{n #50, Villa Rualme; Talcahuano, 8a. 
Regi6n; Chile. 

If you wish to be listed here, send your name and postal address, indicat­
ing your age, sex, marital status~ field of studies or professional degree, hob­
bies or Interests, and language sJ in which you would like to corresp'ond. Ad­
dress your letter to DialOgue nlerchange; 1250 Old Columbia Pike; Silver 
Spring, MD 20904-6600; U.S.A. Please write clearly. The journal can not as­
sume responsibility over the accuracy of the Information submitted nor of the 
content of the correspondence whicH ensues. 
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ACTION REPORT 
Far Eastern Division 

Long before AMiCUS was es­
tab lished at the international level, 
Adventist student aSSOcia tio ns 
sprang up independe ntly through­
out the Far Eastern Divis ion. Or­
ganized in 1967, ACf (Adventist 
Collegians with T idings) in Seoul , 
Korea, was among the first; 
IKKGA (the Adventist Dental 
and Med ical Students' Associa­
tion) in Medan, Indonesia, [01-
100vcd in 1971; and the Movement 
of Adventist Stude nts 
(MAS) was born in 
Man ila, the Philip­
pines, in 1975. These 
pioneer centers have 
since been joined by 
groups such as the 
IMAS (Bandung Ad­
venlist Stude nts As­
sociation) of In-
donesia, begun in 
1978, and STAY (SI U­
de nt Taskforce of Ad­
vent ist Youlh) of the 
Central Philippines 
organized two years 
ago. 

Korean Union assists the leaders 
of ACf in organizing an annual 
union-wide retreat for Adventist 
freshman students in non-Adven­
tist colleges and universities. 
Tra ining in Bible doctrines, the 
Spi rit of Prophecy, and o ther 
Bible classes give a firm basis to 
the students' Christian worldview, 
stre ngthening them for the chal­
lenges of the secular academic 
world in which they study and 
work. 

Last year, the South Philippines 
AMiCUS chapter conducted four 

,/ / ! I \ \ \ 
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evangelistic campaigns resulting in 
the baptism of 131 people, four of 
whom were college professors. 
The students of the Catanduanes, 
Bical AMiCUS chapter, in the 
North Philippines, directed six 
evangel istic series and eight 
branch Sabbath schools; they had 
the joy of welcoming 48 new mem­
bers into the Adventist Church. 

The AMiCUS West Central 
Korean Conference held a Bible 
conference in February 1990, and 
an all-night prayer meeting in May 
1990. The AMiCUS Manado 

C hapter of East In­
donesia holds weekly 
vespers. T he Manila 
Chapter coordin ates a 
monthly Adventist stu­
dent meeting. 

These associaL ions 
and their numerous 
sister groups, whose 
membe rship totals 
approximately 11,000 
in Ollr division, serve 
as AMiCUS chapters. 
Hcre, Advenlist stu­
dents meet for Chris­
I ian fellowshi p; they 
learn how to wilness 
for Christ a nd share 
stories of victories 
over Sabbal h prob­
lems and o ther dif­
rlculties they face 
each day. 

Korean Union AMICUS freshman retreat. 

The Tabilaran City 
AMiCUS group in the 
Central Phil ippines 
has had a regular at­
te ndance of 500 at 
their healt h and 
temperance seminar 
he ld in the univers il y 
hall. The Iloilo AM i­
CUS chapter, also in 
the Central Philip­
pines, recently spon­
sored an anti-drug 
symposium. Students 
in the South Philip­
pines, the Southwest 
Korean Conference, 
and in Medan, In­
donesia, have also 
focused on ant i-smok­
ing a nd health cam­
paigns. The AM iCUS 
Bandung chapter in 
Indonesia is active in 
community projects, 
while the AM iC US 
Manila chapter is 
planning to operate a 
telephone crisis hOI 
line. 

The Far Eastern 
Division AM iCUS 
chaplers sponsor a 
wide range of ac­
livities. The AMiCUS 
coordinator for (hc 
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Adventist students on their way to provide free ser­
vices In Davao del Norte, Philippines. 
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Among the most 
common difficulties 
faced by these stu­
dents is Sabbath ob-



Strong Convictions 

The (enters from the ministries 
of education and religion stated 

in no uncertain terms that no excmpM 
tion would be given to Seventh-day 
Adventist student s who did not at­
tend weekley lectu res and lab 
sesssions held on Saturday or take 
oath on graduation, which was al­
ways on Saturday. The Adventist 
medical and dental stude nts of 
Nonh Sumatra Un iversity received 
this news with shock . Forsomc lime, 
they had been request ing a Sabbath 
CXCIll ption from academic act ivi 1 ies. 
Now they realized that unless God 
intervened directly, there was no 
way any of them would graduate. 

The Adventist Medical and 
Denial Students Associatio n - or­
ga nized in 1971 for mutual sup­
port, outreach, and se rvice ­
gathered with Advent ist healt h 
professionals and o ther church 
members to fast and pray. These 
students had fulfill ed the require­
ments, but now faced the real pos­
sibility that they might not be a l­
lowed to pract ice their profes­
sions. Finally, we left everything in 
God's hands and waited to see 
what would happen. 

Early on the morning of D ecem­
ber 26, 1990, the president of the 
university ca lled Dr. Tandikin, an 
Adventist facu lty of dentistry lec­
turer, and in formed him that 

"graduat ion will be held on 
Thursday, January 10, 1991. Please 
inform all the Adventis t students 
to join in the graduation services." 
Alt hough registration for gradua­
tion had already been closed, it 
was reopened especially for the 
Adventist students. 

Two of them, Robert Tan and 
Toni Syaiful Bahri, were no 
st rangers to the discipline of 
patience and "waiting upon the 
Lord." They had been in the 
school of medicine 13 years, in a 
course which normally took be­
tween six and seven years. They 
had waited four years to enter the 
pediatric department because it 
would not accept students who 
would 110t work on Saturdays. 
A fter Iinishing all the require­
ments for their internship, they 
st ill had to wait two more years to 
graduatc. 

On Thursday, Janu ary 10, 1991, 
their fait h was rewarded: Nor th 
Sumatra University awarcd seven 
Advent ist doctors the ir diplomas; 
four of them were on the honor 
ro ll. Praise the Lord for these 
seven herocs! 

Glinawaty Kay Liwidjaja·Lim 
Vice Presidelll, J\1e(/ml Adventist 

Hospital 

Ready to heal the world (from left): Robert Tan, M.D.; Toni Syalful Bahri, 
M.D.; Nurstlvyantl B. P. Situmeang, D.D.S.; J oice Toblng, M.D.; LIlian 

Mangowal, M.D.; Robert Sitorus, M.D.; and Roy David Sarumpaet, M.D. 
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Anesthesia for a young dental 
patient. 

servance. T he ir faithfulness and 
determination to stand for their 
convictions has caused many to 
delay promising careers for 
months or even years. (Sec box.) 
O n August 28, 1989, 57 Adventist 
physicians were invited to a tes­
timonial dinner at the Hyatl­
Regency Hotel in Manila, the 
Philippines. T hese doctors had 
had to wait for two years, until the 
exams were given on weekdays. 
We praise the Lord for the sup­
port given to these students by the 
AMiCUS chapters and especially 
thank him for answering our 
prayers in a glorious way! 

Throughout the Far East, AM i­
CUS chapters are nurturing 
strong church leaders and faithful 
members. With the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, these edu cated 
and dedicated WO Illen and men 
wi ll d irect the church tomorrow. 
But through their work and wit­
ness, they arc changing the world 
today. 

Jonathan Kuntaraf 

27 



I Can Not ... 
Continued from page 13 

Although Mozart grew up in a 
religious environment and retain­
ed his Christian beliefs throughout 
his life, he did not seek commis­
sions to write sacred pieces as he 
did to compose operas. It is in the 
latter area that we see the clearest 
manifestation of his character. At 
a time when literary productions 
were subjected to the scrutiny of 
official censorship, Mozart's ma­
ture operas offered an in-depth 
commentary on contemporary so­
cial conflicts. By producing such 
works he was willing to put his ar­
tistic success at risk. His associa­
tion with freemasonry should be 
viewed in the same light, since he 
maintained an allegiance to the 
lodge despite its increasing 
reputation for allegedly revolu­
tionary activities. Mozart was not 
an extremist, but he was attracted 
by the ideals of social equality, 
religious tolerance, and charity 
espoused by freemasons. 

One can detect a sense of duty 
in Mozart's approach to his art. 
Writing to his father he declared 
that "I neither can nor ought to 
bury the talent for composition 
with which God in his goodness 
has so richly endowed me.,,6 He 
left his mark in every musical 
genre. He was a master of the 
symphony, the piano concerto, 
and string quartet. His operas are 
unsurpassed documents of dra-

:. M otart's:: COi1hs.~I9.n~:}Wittf:ft~~M·a.s6rt.&(h~Y~::1n.trigu~d ::::s.f~~~Ot~~::~(,:~~,~, 
composer'S :Ufe',and :ry.tys.lc.::prigl.nallydetlyed:f~orrqh~9ullds::()t~~pne.rnasqns 
~riQ ·~atli~d.rClI, bujldenrqf :t09.: Mld.dle AgeSi:(~~em~~o.n.I)':J¢.e.rs,·1QJn~r~E:lach~, 
irig·s.::a:ntj :pr~c;nic.e~ :Of ,tt1E!: F rse:and AcceptEic:i·: Ma,SC:)JiS,: ::th,e:: :I~f9~$r:f(~tf3(i1al· 
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The greatness of his music is 
found in its intrinsic qualities. The 
amateur listener is impressed by 
its naturalness and directness, 
while the expert is fascinated by 
the wealth of melodic and har­
monic ideas it possesses and by 
the inexhaustible imagination re­
vealed in its elaboration. 

Joseph Haydn, another great 
classical composer, acknowledged 
Mozart's supreme mastery when 
he declared to Leopold Mozart: 
"Before God and as an honest 
man I tell you that your son is the 
greatest composer known to me 
either in person or by name. He 
has taste and, what is more, the 
most proffund knowledge of com­
position." When Mozart died at 
35 he had produced an enduring 
corpus of masterpieces; one can 
only speculate what marvels of 
musical beauty he would have 
created had he been granted ano­
ther 35 years of life. 

NOTES 
1. Baker's Biographical Dictionary 

of Musicians, 6th ed., s. v. "Mozart, 
Wolfgang Amadeus." 

2. Letter dated February 16, 1778, 
in The Letters of Mozart and His 
Family, ed. by Emily Anderson, 3rd 
ed. (New York: W. W. Norton, 1985). 
pp. 483-484. 

3. Mozart's letter to his father 
dated June 9, 1781, in The Letters of 
Mozart and His Family, pp. 740-742. 

4. The idea that Mozart was poi­
soned by Antonio Salieri, a notion ex­
ploited by Peter Shaffer in his play 
Amadeus, is completely unfounded. 
Incidentally, this play and the movie 
derived from it present an image of 
Mozart totally distorted and devoid of 
historical accuracy. 

5. Andrew Steptoe, IIMozart as an 
Individual," The Mozart Compendium: 
A Guide to Mozart's Life and MusicJ 

ed. by H. C. Robbins Landon (New 
York: Schirmer Books, 1990), p. 108. 

matic characterization and une- Rene M. Ramos teaches history of 
6. Letter of February 7, 1778, in 

The Letters of Mozart, pp. 467-470. 
qualed portrayals of the most music, theory, and piano at La Sie"a 
varied human emotions. His re- University, Riverside, California. He is 
qui em, even uncompleted, is a tes- completing a doctoral degree in music 
timony to his religious beliefs. history at the University of Indiana. 

~~ Pontius' Puddle 

7. Letter of Leopold Mozart to his 
daughter dated February 16, 1785, in 
The Letters of Mozart, pp.885-887. 
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Old Testament God 
Continued from page 15 

points toward the goal of a gentle 
kingdom of love. 

The step-by-step loss of the 
knowledge of God demands a 
step-by-step growth back. Such a 
view not only allows, but requires, 
a means of recognizing different 
perceptions of truth. The lIonce­
true-always-true" model cannot 
explain much of what we find in 
the Old Testament. The know­
ledge of truth "develops" under 
God's guidance. This is not na­
tural evolution, but a pilgrimage 
led by God. 

Such an approach also requires 
that we use "key texts" with greater 
care, for they are best understood 
in their historical context. But, if 
God spoke in time and place, how 
do we know what applies in our 
day? That is where the law 
pyramid . provides a crucial or­
ganizing principle. 

The Pyramid 

The tobogganlike effect of sin 
on human history often raises an 
unsettling question: Is all of Scrip­
ture suddenly on the "slippery 
slope"? No. The one principle of 
love, further defined by the two 
great commands (love to God, 
love to one another), and by the 
decalogue, provides a stable 
pyramid that never moves. Every­
thing else in Scripture is commen­
tary in time and place. The one, 
two, and ten form a pyramid that 
is more like a codebook; the rest 
of Scripture is more like a 
casebook. 

The "toboggan" is unsettling be­
cause devout Christians tend to 
think of Scripture as codebook 
even while subconsciously treating 
it as casebook. "Whoever curses 
father or mother shall be put to 
death" (Exodus 21:17). That is a 
command from God. Do we prac­
tice it? No. Then let us be honest 
and bring theory and practice into 
harmony. We will be stronger for 
it. 

A casebook approach allows us 

to integrate revelation, reason, 
and the work of the Spirit into a 
harmonious system. Revelation 
provides the concrete cases that 
reason evaluates. Prayer invites 
the Spirit to ensure that reason is 
guided by love not selftshness. All 
of Scripture remains normative in 
the sense that it provides concrete 
illustrations of God's dealings with 
people in times past. But the ap­
plicability of such illustrations to 
our day is neither self-evident nor 
absolute. I develop this approach 
more fully in Inspiration: Hard 
Questions, Honest Answers, a book 
targeted to the Adventist 
audience.4 

Summary and 
Conclusion 

The cosmic struggle between 
good and evil provides a frame­
work within which it is possible to 
understand why a gentle God 
must sometimes be violent. Given 
the radical differences between 
people and cultures, a God of 
consistent love, i.e. a God who 
does not change, must adapt that 
love in radical ways if indeed he is 
to be perceived by all as a God of 
love. Just as wise parents adapt to 
the differences in their children to 
make their love consistent, so God 
adapts his love to the under­
standing of the people he is at­
tempting to reach. A recent article 
treating the differences between 
the genders put the matter suc­
cinctly: "Treating people the same 
is not equal treatment if they are 
not the same."s 

Jesus allows us to see God in 
the flesh, a tantalizing and endur­
ing revelation. He also spelled out 
the organizing principles (the two 
great commands) more clearly 
than they appear in the Old Testa­
ment. The Old Testament is more 
authoritarian. The cosmic struggle 
between good and evil explains 
why. This is also why codebook 
thinking is more dominant there, 
for in an authoritarian system one 
does not need to think; one obeys! 

As we move towards the New 
Covenant ideal, a reciprocal love 
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relationship with God becomes in­
creasingly important. That re­
quires a thoughtful response. 
When the process is complete, 
God is no longer violent, even in 
emergencie$, for there are no 
more emergencies. 

To make his law of love secure, 
God wanted us to see the dif­
ference between selfishness and 
love before we make our ultimate 
choice. The Old Testament is an 
essential part of the drama. In the 
light of the New it makes very 
good sense. But I hope we never 
lose our sense of horror at what 
sin has caused. The picture of 
Samuel and Agag is a ghastly one 
and always will be. That's why I 
want to follow Jesus and live in a 
world where it won't happen any 
more, for everyone will have seen 
and made the choice to follow him 
and his law of love. 

NOTES 
1. Unless otherwise indicated, bibli­

cal citations are from the New 
Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible (1989). 

2. Alden Thompson, Who~ Afraid 
of the Old Testament God? (Exeter, 
UK: Pater Noster Press, 1988; Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1989), pp. 13,21. 

3. Ellen G. White, Thoughts From 
the Mount of Blessing (Mountain 
View, Calif.: Pacific Press Publishing 
Assoc., 1956), p. 109. 

4. Alden Thompson, Inspiration: 
Hard Que.~tions, Honest Answers 
(Hagerstown, MD: Review and 
Herald Publishing Assoc., 1991), esp. 
chapter 7, "God's Word: Casebook or 
Codebook?" (pp. 98-109); and chap· 
ter 8: "God's Law: The One, the Two, 
the Ten, the Many" (pp. 110-136). 

5. Deborah Tannen, 'ITeachers' 
Classroom Strategies Should Recog­
nize That Men and Women use Lan­
guage Differently/I The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, June 19, 1991, p. 
B3. 

Alden Thompson (Ph.D., University 
of Edinburgh) teaches biblical studies 
at Walla Walla College, in Washington 
State. He is the author of many articles 
and several books. 
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BOOKS 
Significant Publications by or about Seventh-day Adventists 

Who's Afraid of the 
Old Testament God?, 
by Alden Thompson 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Academ ic Books, Zon­
dervan, 1989; 173 pp., 
$8.95, paperback). 

Reviewed by David P. 
Gullon. 

In this provocative 
book, Thompson faces 
squarely the concern that 
many Bible-believing 
Christians have fe lt for 
the apparent "un-Chris­
tian behavior" of God in 

the Old Testament. Sincc the days of Marcion 
(second century A.D.), who maintained a radical dis­
continuity between the "vind ictive" God of the Old 
Testament (OT) and the loving God of the New Tcs­
tament (NT), thoughtful believers have had to dca l 
with the problem of evil and God's response to its 
consequences in this world. 

Thompson approaches his subject as a conservative 
Christian, writing in a lively style. He takes into CO Il ­

sideration traditional Christian positions and modern 
scholarship, as well as the experience of the believer 
who seeks to make sense of what he or she rcads in 
the Bible. 

[n the first of his eight chapters, the author cxplains 
why Christians have the impression that the OT is 
"bad" or "inferior" to the NT. He then describes the 
"high road" approach, which selectively emphasizes 
the goodness of God in the OT, and also the ' low 
road" approach, which realistically takes into con­
sideration the failings of biblical characters in thcir 
cultural setting. He proposes that thc "low road" ap­
proach will hclp us undcrstand thc real meaning of 
th e OT slories, while avoiding the dangers of an ideal­
ized "high road" approach. When this is done, the 
author maintains, the tension between theology and 
ethics "evaporates." 

The chapte r entitled "Whatever Happened to Satan 
in the Old Testament?' outlines the "Cosmic Struggle 
Motir' as the necessary background to understand 
human behavior and God's responsc from the begin­
ning of history. This overarching theme helps us sec 
"the Old Testament and the New Testament as part of 
a consistent revelation of a good God" (page 37). 

Thompson dcals courageously with specific cases 
such as the hardening of Pharaoh's heart, David's 
tragic census, and "the worst story of the O ld Testa­
ment: Judges 19-21." The fina l chapt er, "What Kind of 
Prayers You Would Publish if You Were God?' ex-

amines some of the vengeful prayers included in the 
Psalms, underlining the believer's privilege of being 
open in his or her relationship with a holy God. 

Although some readers will not agree with all of 
Thompson's explanat ions, he is to be commended for 
having approached this difficult theological dilemma 
from a fresh perspective. He succeeds in his attempt 
to present a consistent God throughout the Scrip­
tures. We recommend this book to Adventist univer­
sity students and professionals. 

David P. Gu1I6n is completing a doctoral degree in Sys­
lemmic Theology at Andrews Ulliversity. 

Broken Walls, by 
Caleb Rosado (Boise, 
Idaho: Pacific Press, 
1990; 160 pp., paper­
back) . 

Reviewed by Rosa 
Taylor Banks. 

This book is an insight­
ful analysis of the need to 
develop a new model for 
Adventist congregations 
as they carry their mis­
sion in an increasingly 
multicultural selling. The 
author bases his ap-
proach on his own ex­

perience as pastor of the All Nations church of Ber­
rien Springs, Michigan. The first Adventist congrega­
tion in North America to be deliberately established 
along Illulticultural lincs for experimental purposes, 
All Nat ions boasted a membership of some 60 ethnic 
groups. 

Rosado approaches the subject matter of his book 
from a sociological perspective, suggest ing that to un­
derstand the mission of "the church, we must also un­
derstand its society - its human context; for il is here 
that the church carries out its mission. As our local 
congregations and our global church become more 
ethnically diverse, our approach to nurture and out­
reach must utilize new and different methods than 
those lhal prevail in monocultural, monoracial sClting. 

As pastor of the All Nations church, Rosado was 
convinced that the prevailing model of ministry (the 
:hom.ogenous unit" principle) would not be adequate 
III tillS multicultural selling. Therefore, to fu lfill the 
needs of his congregation he developed an inclusive 
model of ministry based on the "heterogenous unit" 
principle of church growth. 

T he author defines the "homogenous unit" principle 
as an exclusive model of ministry that is based on the 
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belief that people like to become Christians without 
cross ing racial, linguistic, or class barriers. The "het­
erogeneous unit" principle is an inclusive model of 
ministry that takes the view that tbe gospel challenges 
people to accept Christ across all social barriers and 
empowers them to move forward in harmony. Rosado 
shares some solutions that will aid in bringing about 
unity in diversity, which he draws from Pau l's leiter to 
the Ephesians. 

Broken Walls will be useful to leaders and members 
of congregations willing to become more inclusive in 
their approach. It can also be used as an educational 
tool for virtually all grades and ages. More "how-tos" 
for building unity in diversity among teenage and 
adult church members would strengthen the book's 
content; however, this omission does not significantly 
detract from Rosado's important contribution. 

Broken Walls - a volume in the North American 
Division Church Ministries Serics- makes clear that 
the biblical theme of unity in diversity must be given a 
priority equal to if not greate r than that given other 
funda mentals of our faith. 

Rosa Taylor Banks (£d.D. , Univcrsity of Pittsburgh) is As· 
sociate Secretary of (he Nonl! American Division and Direc­
lOr of ils Office of '-hunan Relations. 

My Gripe With God, 
by George R. Knight (Ha­
gerstown, Maryland: Re­
view and Herald Pub!. 
Assn., 1990, 142 pp., 
$14.95) . 

Reviewed by Mario 
Veloso. 

George Knight, a pro­
fessor of church history at 
the Seventh-day Adventis t 
Theological Seminary, ap­
proaches the subj ect of 
Christ's atonement from 
the perspective of three 
books- Gustaf Aulen's 

Christlls Victor, H. Wheeler Robinson's Redemption 
tllld Reve/tltion, and Ellen G. White's The Great Con­
troversy. The laller provides the author with the 
philosophy of history needed to explain the Atone­
ment in the context of a cosm ic conflict. 

The Atonement has always been a key topic for all 
Christians, and particularly for Seventh-day Adven­
tists for several reasons: (1) Without Atonement there 
is no salva tion; (2) discussions on the meaning of the 
A tonement continue to make this theological subject 
a veritable battlefield; (3) even trained theologians 
tend to get lost in the nuances of the debate and to 
forget the vita l essence of this biblical teaching­
Christ actually becoming onc's pe rsonal substitution­
ary sacrifice and Saviour. 

In this book, the author begins with a description of 
God's justice, then moves on to the consequences of 
sin, to God's solution to the sin problem, to the role of 
Christ's life and death in this solut ion, to God's fin al 
judgment, and concludes with the Christian's radical 
response of faitb. 

Although Knight does not discuss speci fically the 
various theological theories on the meaning of the 
Atonement, he alludes to the governmental, satisfac­
tion, victory, and moral influence interpretations of 
this capital event. These positions include concepts 
related to this basic biblical doctrine, but do not cor­
rectly express it. Knight takes a clear stand on the 
substitutionary meaning of the Atonement. For him it 
is "the foundation of the plan of salvation" (p. 92). He 
especially argues against the liberal moral innuenee 
theory, which sees Christ's death only as a demonstra­
tion of God's love. This approach makes of Christ 
simply a moral hero, the perfect example for human 
beings to follow, responding to God's love wi th love. 

Knight, however, docs not provide a critique of 
another faulty interpretation - the fcderal theory. Ac­
cording to this view, since Adam was the repre­
sentative of the entire human race and his sin had to 
be imputed to each of his descendants- maki ng them 
all guilty of the so-called original sin - so Christ died 
as the representative of all humankind. Christ's 
righteousness is not imputed because he died instead 
of sinncrs, but because every sinner actually died in 
Christ's represelltative death, lhus making every sinner 
automatically justified. 

According to Paul, however, although justification 
is the "free gift" of God's gracc, it does not come 
automatically to all human beings. This gift must be 
received by sinners in order for Lhem Lo have 
righteousness now and to reign through Christ in the 
future (Romans 5:17). As for the substitutionary 
meaning of Christ's death, the gospel asserts it une­
quivocally by stating that the Son of man came "to 
give his life a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45, KJV). 

Knight develops his theme with clarity, although the 
reader senses a tension between two opposite styles­
the anecdotal and the scholarly. This tension may 
have been caused by the ed itor'S desire to publish a 
book with "as much human interest as possible" and 
by the author's burden to be "factually accurale" in his 
theological discourse (p. 11). The anecdotal style, to 
be found mostly at the beginning of the book, arouses 
interest and, at times, causes astonishment. The 
scholarly style, with its many quotations, makes the 
reading informative but less appealing. 

Mario Veloso (Th.D., Salvador University) sen'es as as· 
sodole secretary in the General Conference. Previous ly, he 
was secretary of the South American Divis ion and dean of 
the Latin American Adventist TIle%gicnl Seminary. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Global Mission with a Smile 

During recent years, Adventist 
missionary dental clinics 

around the world have grown to a 
total of more than 100. Located in 
metropolitan and rural areas, these 
clinics are staffed by dedicated den­
tists serving their fellow citizens and 
by missionary dentists trained inAr­
gentina, Australia, Brazil, Cuba, 
England, Holland, and Sweden. In­
deed, Adventist dentists have taken 
to heart the advice to "Put your 
money where your mouth is." 

These professionally trained 
men and women are at the fore­
front of Global Mission. In 
Swaziland, Africa, dentists trail­
blaze mission work by driving a 
mobile clinic to rural schools. As 
children are checked for cavities, 
the dental team spreads goodwill 
among the local people, preparing 
the way for the evangelists who fol­
low. 

Because of the positive reports 
regarding Adventist dental work in 
nearby Kenya, the small Moslem 
country of Djibouti invited us to 
provide them with dental services. 
Land for a clinic and a home for 
the resident dentist have been 
donated. This dentist will be the 
first Adventist worker in the 
country. Djibouti's southern neigh­
bor, Somalia, has followed suit. 
Th us, dentists have been the first 
to begin work in the two countries 
that remained unentered by Ad­
ventists in the Eastern Africa 
Division. 

Dentists in Korea take a team 
approach to outreach. On week­
ends, dentists and their spouses 
visit villages near Seoul. While the 
technical part of the operation sets 
up an open-air clinic to care for a 
huge number of aching teeth, the 
other half of the team sets up flan­
nel boards and tells Bible stories to 
the children. Evidently, this dual 
approach produces excellent 
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results, for usually in a short time, 
a pastor or Bible worker accom­
panies the dental team to dis­
tribute Bible lessons. These 
weekend village clinics have been 
instrumental in establishing sev­
eral new churches in places where 
there was no Adventist presence. 

One Adventist Indonesian den­
tist includes plans for an evangelis­
tic series in his annual budget. He 
conducts these meetings himself, 
and at the conclusion leaves a 
church built and a new congrega­
tion organized. 

Influential people also notice the 
dedication and quality service of 
Adventist dentists around the 
world. Recently, the chief medical 
officer of the U.S. Department of 
State and Foreign Service men­
tioned that he was acquainted with 
the Adventist work and dentists 
around the world. He added that 
he sends all Beijing staff members 
for treatment at the Hong Kong 
Adventist Hospital dental clinic. 
President H. Kamuzu Banda of 
Malawi is so impressed with the 
dental care provided to his nation 
that he has personally made a sub­
stantial contribution to construct 
an Adventist dental facility in the 
country's new capital, Lilongwe. 

Because dental clinics are able 
to provide a needed service to 
diplomats, government officials, 
business executives, and wealthy 
nationals in the metropolitan areas 
of the world, these Adventist 
clinics are soon able to cover their 
operating expenses. Funds 
received from affluent clients are 
used to extend these services to 
people who could not otherwise 
afford them. In this way, mobile, 
bush, and village dental clinics are 
supported by the work of the 
metropolitan clinics. No patients 
were ever denied dental care be­
cause they are unable to pay. 
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Getting dentists into the mission 
field has become more difficult, 
however. Recent regulation 
changes in Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
and Thailand require that ex­
aminations be taken in the national 
language. This makes it nearly im­
possible for foreign-born and 
foreign-trained dentists to work in 
these countries. Difficulties in the 
Philippines are also occurring, but 
with God's help the health mission 
will continue. 

The National Association of 
Seventh-day Adventist Dentists 
(NASDAD) has been one of the 
strongest supporters of the dental 
missionary program. This North 
American organization has pro­
vided continual financial support 
to this church program. Over the 
past few years, NASDAD has 
donated over $200,000 to dental 
projects. At the Fall 1990 NAS­
DAD convention, the organization 
contributed $13,500, half of which 
was designated for the upgrading 
of dental equipment in South 
American clinics. 

Much progress has occurred 
since 1947 when the first Adventist 
dental mission was established in 
Caracas, Venezuela. Many dental 
missionarie:; have followed the 
lead of Dr. Harry Slough, who es­
tablished a self-supporting mission 
in Shanghai, China in 1948. The 
dental missionary program is only 
one example of how dedicated 
Christians can use their profes­
sional expertise in the service of 
the One who sent his followers "to 
preach the kingdom of God and to 
heal" (Luke 9:2, RSV). 

Interested in learning more about 
this outreach program? Contact 
Eldon E. Cannan, D.D.S., Health 
and Temperance Deparlment, 
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver 
Spring, Maryland 20904-6600, 
U.SA. 



FIRST PERSON 

Not Just American Literature 

I looked out at my new cl ass, a 
group of promising young law 

students from all over the nation 
se lected because o f the ir supe rior 
communication skills. Though 
thoroughly famili ar with the sub­
ject matt er, American literature, I 
knew this class would provide a 
special challenge, for I had not 
had a hand in choosing the text­
book, and I was in China, (caching 
a group of curious, bright young 
Chinese. 

One of Qur first essays was on 
what may be called "nature had it 
first." It was a fascinating story of 
how heat-seeking miss iles had 
bee n developed based on studies 
of Ih e heal-seeking abil ity of 
snakes, and how humans 
developed a sophisticated radar 
system based on the natural radar 
God gave bats. I asked my sl u­
dent s if th ey had ever heard about 
God. On ly three in my entire sec­
tion said they had. 

Then I asked Ihem if they knew 
anything about his son, Jesus 
Christ. This time, they looked 
even more perplexed. No one in 
the class had ever heard of him. l 
Ih en learned thai during Ihe Cui­
lUra l Revolution, and even today, 
parents arc forbidden to share 
religion with their children unt il 
Ihey arc 18. 

Sin ce Ihey told me they 
had start ed to learn 
about evolution in third 
grade, I offered 10 read 
them t he story of how I 
thought the world was 
made. The Genesis ac­
cou nt fa scinated them. 
They could sec God's 
plan in action around 
I hem cvcrY·Nhcrc. 

Treva Burgess 
uehadnezzar's dream (Daniel 2) 
to them. They knew their world 
history well , and after hearing the 
story in Daniel, my student Con­
nie said, "We must be in the toes 
of that great image, right?" I had a 
perceptive bunch on my hands. 

An essay on stealing gave me 
the chance to read the Ten Com­
mandmenls. (Law students should 
be familiar with the foundation of 
our current judicial system, 1 rea­
soned.) And as Chrislmas came 
ncar, I shared the story of Jesus' 
birth, beginning wi th Micah's pro­
phecy aboul Bethlehem and en­
ding wilh Luke's account of his 
birth . 

The story of Jesus' death on the 
cross movcd them, because they 
seemed 10 fee l that he had died 
for Ihem, 100. But Ihe good news 
of the resurrection morning and 
the promise of his return raised 
new and exciting questions in their 
minds. 

One day, Tim asked if they 
could go to church wi th me al 
Christmas time. Of course I 
agreed, but he hastened to remind 
mc, Jest I get too excited, "We've 
never been to church before, 50 

we don't have membership cards." 
Now it was my turn to be 
perplexed. Then r realized thai 

many Chinese Christ ians and 
American Christians aren' t that 
different, crowding into the 
churches twice a year, during 
Christmas and E as ter. T o assure 
members a scat during these spe­
cial seasons, the Chinese Christian 
churches had hit upon the 
reasonable idea of issuing mem­
bership cards. "Don't worry about 
it ," r said. "There's plenty of 
room." 

There was one important thing 
that I had to clear with my stu­
dents before taking Ihem 10 

church, however. I reminded the 
class about what had happened on 
the seventh day of Creation Week, 
and asked them, "Do you remem­
ber what the fourth command­
ment says?" 

I had read it on ly once, without 
commenting on it in detail, but my 
best st udent, Marvin , responded, 
"Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy." "Right! " r replied, 
"And what day is the seventh day 
of the week?" No one hesitated, 
IlS aturday!" I knew then that they 
had been absorbing much more 
than the literature component of 
the class, because in the Chinese 
language and on some calendars, 
Monday is listed as the first day of 
the week and Sunday appears as 

the seventh. 
I took my ent ire class 

to church. They sang 
"Silent Night" for the 
congregation, and bOlh 
the church members and 
students were blessed by 
this very special music. II 
must have been sweet to 
God's ears! 

O Uf next essay on 
A lexander the Greal 
gave me the perfect 
chance 10 read Ncb- My literature class provides Christmas music in church. 

Our Ch ristmas party 
with games, homemade 
cookies, and punch was 
a big Sliccess, but I 
reminded them that we 
needed to review for the 
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upcoming finals. John spoke up 
and said, "We promise we'll 
review on our own, just please tell 
us some more Bible stories!" How 
could I refuse? 

During the remammg two 
weeks, I taught them how to pray 
and shared more Bible stories 
with them, believing that the Holy 
Spirit would accompany them in 
their preparation and final exams. 
He did! My students earned the 
highest grades of all four Ameri­
can Literature sections, with 
scores ranging from 87 to 94%. 

As they came to my office for 
their final grades, they brought me 
pictures and notes of apprecia­
tion. I was touched by all of them. 
One girl wrote, "Mrs. Burgess, I'll 
share a secret with you. Now I 
pray every night before going to 
bed. I pray for you, for me, for my 
boyfriend, and for everyone I love. 
r believe God hears me and can 
help me because you told me God 
is interested in everybody, includ­
ingme." 

During that school year, I know 
God helped me teach much more 
than just American literature. 

Treva Burgess taught EngLish Lan­
grwge and Literature in China for two 
years. She is presently an administra­
,h'e assistant for International Teacher 
Service. 

Langua'ge Teachers 'for 
China 

Opportunities are now open for 
qualified Adventist teachers to,teach 
foreign languages to university stu­
dents in China. If you are a native 
speaker of either English, French, 
German, Japanese,or Spanish and 
have completed a college degree, 
you may be elegiblefor a one~year 

I assignment. You Will, be expected to , 
cover the cost of yourflightto China 
(approximately U.S.$1,OOO), but you 
will be provided rc:iomj bOc:lrp;a: 
stipend, and the returntrip~ " " . "., , , 

If you are interested,contaet, Dr:. " 
M. T. Bascom -lnterriationaLTeach~ 
er Service, 12501 Old Columbia 
Pike, Silver Spring,MD20904"6600, 
U.S.A. Phone: (301) 680-6028. Fax: 
(301) 680-6183. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
International Mission Conference 

GO '91, the first Adventist International Mission Conference, will take 
place December 27-31, 1991, at Andrews University, sponsored by the In­
stitute of World Mission. Geared especially for young adults, the con­
ference will convene under the theme "Loving the World for Christ." 

Featured Speakers: Gottfried Oosterwal, Tom Sine, Richard Barron, 
KelIi Wright, Jon Dybdahl, Ted Wilson, and others. 

Seminars: Lifestyle Evangelism; Basic Mission Issues; Choosing Your 
Career; The Christian and Social Problems; Wounded Healers in a Crazy 
World; Women's Ministry Issues; and more. 

Exhibits and Recruitment: Twenty Adventist entities involved in mis­
sion work will display exhibits and recruit at the conference. 

For More Information: GO '91 - Institute of World Mission; Andrews 
University; Berrien Springs, MI 49104; U.S.A. Phone: (616) 471-2522. 
Fax: (616) 471-3540. 

New Health Science Guide 
The AIMS Health Evangelism Study Guide is now available in both 

English and Spanish. Written by specialists, this 328-page guide presents 
the historical, philosophical, and theological background to the Adventist 
approach to health care, with a "how-to" section on community health 
programs and health evangelism. 

Chapters. Adventist Mission Today; The Spiritual Significance of 
Health; Christian Ethics and the Adventist Heritage; Where Are We 
Going?; Ellen White and the Adventist Health Message; Adventist 
Therapeutics; Traditional Healing, Fanaticism, and Quackery; Adventist 
Health Workers; Innovative Approaches in Adventist Health Work; Mis­
sionaries: Church-Employed or Self-Supporting?; The Practice of Whole 
Person Care; Community Health; A Blended Ministry. 

Cost. V.S.A. and Canada: U.S.$24.95 plus $3.75 for shipping and han­
dling. Other countries: U .S.$12.95 plus $5.00 for shipping and handling. 

Where to Order. U.S.A. and Canada: Creation Enterprises; P.O. Box 
274; Siloam Springs, AK 72761; U.S.A. Credit card orders: 1-800-522-
4234. Other countries: Health and Temperance Department; 12501 Old 
Columbia Pike; Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600; U .SA. 

Discounts. Students in the health sciences and group orders may 
qualify for a special discount. Write to the Health and Temperance 
Department, at the address listed above, and provide relevant informa­
tion. 

Special Offer 
Two New Books by Dr. V. Norskov Olsen, Scholar in Residence at 

Lorna Linda University: 
* Papal Supremacy and American Democracy, 190 pages; V.S.$8.95, 

which includes postage and handling (regular price, $10.95). A com­
prehensive survey of the Roman Catholic view of Papal infallibility and 
supremacy - in the context of Catholic ecumenism - and its relationship 
with the American democratic process. 

* Myth and Tmth about Church, Priesthood and Ordination, 203 pages; 
U.8.$9.95, which includes postage and handling (regular price, $12.95). A 
fresh look at ecclesiology from biblical and theological perspectives, fol­
lowing the historical development of the Christian Church and its prac­
tices. 

Order from: University Press; La Sierra University; Riverside, CA 
92515, U.S.A. As you order and enclose payment, mention the special dis­
count available to Dia/ogue readers. 
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JESUS IS COMING AGAIN 
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