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EDITORIAL

A choice without regret

«c

We left everything to follow you. What will we get out of it?” (Matthew 19:27,
TLB).

We are so much like Peter in his query of anxiety. We have accepted Jesus. In the
process, we have left things that were once dear to us—our lifestyle, our friends, our
habits, our music, etc. And so it is not uncommon that we, too, may ask Jesus the
question Peter raised. Is there anything real, meaningful, and purpose-filled with the
choice of following Jesus? Will the end of the Christian walk justify the trauma of the
beginning and the process? In short, is it worth following Jesus?

Jesus” answer to Peter was precise: “Anyone who gives up his home, brothers, sisters,
father, mother, wife, children, or property, to follow me, shall receive a hundred times
as much in return, and shall have eternal life” (v. 28).

Here lies the Christian paradox. When we follow Christ, to lose anything is to gain
everything; to suffer is to be at peace; to die is to live.

Is such a paradox worthy of belief and assertion? If you were to outline in two col-
umns and compare what we leave behind and what we gain when we accept Jesus, how
will the columns look? I can list at least three important areas where the gains certainly
outweigh any possible loss.

Freedom

Freedom is the first gain. Jesus promised: ““You will know the truth, and the truth
will set you free”” (John 8:32, TLB). To understand this, let’s imagine two young
adults—one, a faithful Christian, and another one living without Christian principles.
The latter is likely to act without restraint with respect to certain things detrimental to
life, such as, alcohol, tobacco, drugs, exciting entertainment, and in the relationships
with the opposite sex. By contrast, the consistent Christian—guided by the Holy Spirit
and strengthened by God’s grace—chooses friends carefully, avoids harmful foods,
drinks, and drugs, and is wise in his choice of entertainment.

Which of these two young people would find it easier, stronger, and freer to meet the
challenges of real life? Who will be really in control of his or her choices? Obviously,
the one who has been set free by Christ.

Happiness

Happiness is the second gain. Happiness consists of a balanced and satisfactory life,
at peace in all relationships. How is this optimum state reached? By following “the
manufacturer’s instructions.” When we buy a new machine, it comes with a user’s man-
ual, which explains how to obtain the best results in its operation and also lists a series
of “don’ts”; that is, various abuses to which the machine should not be exposed. Only
then the machine will give satisfactory and worry-free service.

As human beings, we find ourselves in a similar situation. God has given us in the
Bible the “manufacturer’s instructions” to achieve the best results in the operation of
our mind and body. The guidelines also include a series of “don’ts” regarding habits,
attitudes, and practices that will damage our balance and destroy the harmony in our
relationships. For the follower of Christ, true happiness is a natural reward.

Protection
A recent survey of the generation that entered into young adulthood at the begin-
ning of the new millennium reveals the major lifestyle challenges they face— recre-
Continued on next page
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ational sex, experimental drugs, and music mixed with violence.

The authors of the survey elaborate on each of these destruc-
tive practices. Recreational sex results in unwanted pregnancies,
abortion by choice, single parenthood, sexually transmitted
diseases, and HIV/AIDS. Experimental drugs lead to mental dis-
orders, physical dependencies, social alienation, and suicidal ten-
dencies. The mixture of music and violence has caused already
untold suffering and death.

In contrast, the faithful follower of Churist is protected from
those malaises.

Is it worth following Jesus? Try it. Reflect on Peter’s question
and Jesus’ answer. You can never have a second thought or a first
regret.

Erton Kohler, Director of the Youth Department and Dialogue
representative in the South American Division

LETTERS

Too expensive for students?

Dialogue could be appreciated by a
larger number of Adventist students
around the world if it werent so
expensive. The US$13.00 subscription
price for a year is not much in a rich
country; but in weaker economies, it’s
a lot. I doubt if students from develop-
ing countries can afford to subscribe at
that price. They can barely cover their
college expenses. I wish the Adventist
Church could come up with a better
system to distribute this publication in
order to benefit more readers. Please
lower the price; make the journal more
affordable.

Moises da Costa

costa_moises@yahoo.com

The editors respond:

More than 90 percent of the 30,000
copies of each issue of Dialogue are dis-
tributed gratis among Adventist students
attending public colleges and universities
in more than 100 countries of the world.
The cost of producing the journal is kept
to a minimum in order to make it acces-
sible to more readers. This is achieved
by the fact that several editors volunteer
their time. In addition, the Adventist
Church at various levels of the orga-
nization provide subsidies to make the
Journal available free ro students. Those
who are interested can also read the best
articles published in earlier issues by log-
ging unto htip://dialogue.adventist.org.

Each issue is precious
I wish to commend the AMiCUS
Committee and the editors for pub-

4

lishing Dialogue. As one of the few
Adventist students attending this gov-
ernment institution, where I am pur-
suing a diploma in printing technol-
ogy, I consider each issue that reaches
us very precious. After reading it, I
loan it to fellow Adventist students on
campus as well as to other Christians
and even Muslims, who also appreciate
its content. In fact, there is no church
that produces a journal of this quality.
Please continue the good work and
increase the number of copies that are
made available free to students in my
country.

Seth Markus

Kaduna Polytechnic

NIGERIA

hisethk@hotmail.com

Addresses of Adventist
universities

I am very pleased to receive Dialogue
each time it is issued. As a graduate
student, I find the articles extremely
relevant and helpful to young
Adventists such as myself, who are
confronted daily with challenges that
can affect our faith in God. The inter-
views with Adventist researchers are
especially inspiring and motivational.
In order to assist students who are
about to obtain their graduate degrees
and are seeking to serve in an academic
institution, could the journal publish
more information about Adventist uni-
versities around the world?

Andrew L. Miller

Bridgetown, BARBADOS

almiller17@hotmail.com

The editors respond:

Congratulations on your decision
to use your talents in Christian teach-
ing and research! 1o learn more abour
Adventist institutions of higher learning,
log onto http:/leducation.ge.adventist.
org and then click on “Adventist colleges
& universities.” There you will find the
institutional names, postal addresses,
and in many cases their website or email
address. In addition, register free in the
Adventist Professionals’ Network and
use the links to locate opportunities for
employment: hitp:/lapn.adventist.org.
You may also benefit from some of the
essays prepared by Adventist teachers on
the integration of faith and learning that
are available at hitp:/fict.adventist.org.

Write to us!

We welcome your comments, reactions
and questions, but limit your letters to
200 words, please. Write to

DIALOGUE Letters
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
USA.

FAX 301 622 9627

EMAIL h.rasi@adelphia.net

Letters selected for publication may be edited
for clarity and/or space.
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Searching for the tombs of Noah’s family

by William H. Shea

Explorations in Armenia
identify possible burial
sites of Noah and his sons,
suggesting the authentic-
ity of the Flood.

In the summer of 2003 I partici-
pated in a series of Bible conferences
for Adventist ministers in Armenia,
Georgia, and Southern Russia. While
driving north from Yerevan, Armenia’s
capital, to Tiblisi, the capital of
Georgia, we stopped along the high-
way to take photographs of Mount
Aragatz, the highest mountain in
Armenia at 13,419 feet (4.400 meters).
This mountain rises about 30 miles
(48 km.) north of the traditional loca-
tion of Mount Ararat, located on the
other side of the border with Turkey
(see Figure 1, with map of the region).

Bible readers, of course, are
acquainted with Mount Ararat in con-
nection with Noah and the Flood, for
it was “on the mountains of Ararat”
that the ark came to rest as the waters
receded (Genesis 8:4, NIV). A few
days after the ark rested, “Noah came
out [of the ark], together with his
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives,”
offered a sacrifice of gratitude to God,
and settled in the region (vs.18 and
ff.). “The sons of Noah who came
out of the ark were Shem, Ham and
Japheth; and from them came the peo-
ple who were scattered over the earth”
(Genesis 9:18, 19).

After I returned home, I checked on
the internet for many close-up views of
various locations on Mount Aragatz.'
From a study of these photographs, 1
was convinced that there were some
rock-cut carvings on the southern
slope of this mountain just above Lake
Qare (about 9,000 ft., 2.700 m.). I
wanted to examine these carvings, so I
went back to Armenia in June of 2004,
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accompanied by a professional photog-
rapher friend.?

Findings at Lake Qare

On June 28, we set out for Lake
Qare on Mount Aragatz, accompanied
by a guide and our host, the president
of the Adventist Mission in Armenia.
A decent road runs up to that lake,
as the Armenian Institute of Physics
studying cosmic rays is located there.
After a series of delays, we arrived at
Lake Qare and discovered that there
was much more snow, ice, and mud
than I had anticipated (Figure 2).

Upon arriving at the parking lot at
one end of the lake, our guide asked
me where I wanted to go. I pointed
to the slope of the mountain nearest
the parking lot, where I felt we might
find some carvings. Instead of fol-
lowing a trail that appeared to be the
most direct route to that slope, our
companions suggested that we take
the other way around the lake. As we
reached the far point, I saw a large
rock, about 4 x 6 feet (1.2 x 1.8 m.) in
size. Approaching it, I noticed the fig-
ure of a large snake cut into its upper
edge. From this I knew we had made

a find, because in the earliest alphabet
the snake stands for the letter N (from
Semitic nahash = snake). This is also
the first letter in the name of the bibli-
cal Noah. The rest of the relief and
carved inscription can be deciphered
as “the dove took wing from the ark
here.”

Identification of this first carved
stone led to a search for others in the
same area. A total of seven carved
stones were found within an area of
about 25 feet (8 m.) from the first
stone. Four of these depict outlines
of the heads of various members of
Noah’s family—Shem, Ham, Japheth.
The men are named in the inscriptions
(which must be read right to left) but
the women are simply labeled as “wife
(ashat) of....”

One of these carved stones is impor-
tant for determining the nature of the
large mound on the other side of the
lake. This stone was scored horizon-
tally about two-thirds of the way up,
to demarcate the peak. The figure of a
man is shown on the right side of this
peak. There is a two-word inscription
written beside this figure: Noach =
Noah and geber = tomb, grave.

(Agri Dagh)

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Black Sea
GEORGIA
Tiblisi
ARMENIA
A Mt Aragatz
* Garni
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TURKEY M. Ararat

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Caspian Sea

AZERBAIJAN
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Figure |. Region of the world discussed in this article.



Reading the inscriptions

I first noted the script used here
on the other side of the border while
visiting the Durupinar formation near
Dougbayazit, Turkey, in the summer
of 1998. It came as a complete surprise
to find a couple of brief alphabetic
inscriptions there, since I had previ-
ously assumed that any writing found
in this area near the landing of Noah’s
Ark would be cuneiform. But here
it was in an alphabetic script related
to Proto-Sinaitic, the earliest written
alphabet of mankind, known originally
from turquoise mines in Sinai from
the mid-second millennium B.C. and
more recently from the early second
millennium B.C. found in Egypt. Here
was an earlier form of that Semitic
alphabet found first in Eastern Turkey
and now in Armenia.

This stone, with the two-word
inscription (Noach geber = Noah’s
tomb), seems to be a model or a mark-
er of the burial mound of Noah that
is found across the lake, in plain view
of the carved stone. Unfortunately,

SUBSCRIBE
TO DIALOGUE

Figure 2. Lake Qare, with some of the
ridges of Mount Aragatz in the back-
ground. It is proposed that the hill on
the left of the photo is a burial mound.

this interpretation did not occur to
me until a couple of months after I
returned home.

A larger carved stone located nearest
to the edge of the lake shows a more
extensive scene that can be deciphered
(Figure 3). In the right lower corner is
Noah with his hand lifted up as he is
shown releasing one of his birds. The
dove (yonah) shown above him on the
right, while the raven (o7eb) is shown
in the other upper corner. In the left
lower corner opposite Noah, the ark
is shown sitting on Ararat. There are

So you want to be a thinker, not merely a reflector of other people’s thought?
DIALOGUE will continue to challenge you to think critically, as a Christian. Stay in touch
with the best of Adventist thought and action around the world. Get into DIALOGUE.
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faint inscriptions for each one of these
features. This scene implies that the
mountain upon which the ark landed
was this one and not the other one 30
miles to the south.

After we had been hiking for a little
over an hour, a storm came up. So
we had to leave the site prematurely.
Nevertheless, we had been able to
accomplish more than I expected.

The tomb of Shem

Much to my dismay, we were not
able to get back up Mount Aragatz
for further explorations. However,
another horizon of research opened
up for us. After a couple of days of
sightseeing in the Yerevan area, we left
for the town of Sisian, a three-hour
drive south of Yerevan. On a Friday
morning we drove just 3 kilometers
south of Sisian to Zorats Qarer, which
is a large field of megaliths that some
call the Armenian Stonehenge. While
the standing stones at Zorats Qarer are
not as tall as those in Stonehenge in
England, there are many more of them
and they are spread out over a much
larger area (Figure 4). Some Armenian
anthropologist or archaeologist has
numbered most of them with white
paint. The highest number that I saw
was 180 and there may well be more
than that. They are spread out close to
over a quarter of a mile, in distinctive
rows (Figure 5).

We spent more than two hours pho-
tographing about 60 of these stand-
ing stones. Many of them have short
inscriptional labels or reliefs, in varying
degrees of illegibility because of weath-
ering and overgrowth of lichens. The
inscriptions, when legible, utilized the
same early alphabet that we had seen
on Mount Aragatz.

For lack of any better explanation,
the common Armenian interpretation
of this field is that it may represent
ancient astronomical markers, similar
to Stonehenge. But Zorats Qarer is
quite different from Stonehenge—
especially in that at its center there
is a tomb. The important question
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Figure 3. Sketch of the carved inscriptions. Reading from right to left, the word
Noah appears spelled out on the lower right of the carved stone, where he is
depicted with his sons.The word Ararat is carved on the lower left, with the ark
above it (tybah = ark).The head of God (Elohim,Yhwh) appears in the center, in
front of the ark.The words for raven (oryb) and dove (yonah) are written and
depicted on the upper left and right of the stone, respectively.

then is, Who is buried in the tomb?
The weathered inscriptions provide
the answer to this question. A num-
ber of them refer to the tomb of
Shem and his wife. One of the clearer
inscriptions can be read on one of the
markers (Figure 6). The word geber

is written down the left side of the
stela. Then the name of Shem with its
three short and simple letters is writ-
ten down the right side of the stela
and again, in smaller letters, down

the lower part of the center. Other
names of the men in Noah’s family

are found here too, but none of them
have the word for “grave” associated
with them. Thus the important grave
at the center of this complex should be
that of Shem and his wife. (Or his wife
may be buried in the secondary tomb
just to the south of the central grave.)
This site is located approximately four
hours south of, I believe, what is the
burial mound of Noah and his wife on
Mount Aragatz.
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The tomb of Japheth

With our spirits buoyed considerably
by the discoveries at Zorats Qarer, we
took another excursion to a large valley
three hours’ drive south of Sisian. The
valley was deep, and a switchback road
wound down to the bottom where we
took a pleasant swim in a geothermal
spring. Then we followed the wind-
ing road up the other side of the val-
ley to the Tatev
Monastery.

I was surprised
to find more
Noachic type of
inscriptions on
three very large
blocks of stone
in the courtyard
of the monastery.
The monks who
built the monas-
tery about A.D.
1000 were care-
ful to preserve

the back sides of these three stones
when they carved their own inscrip-
tions on their front sides. On the back
sides of those three stones the name
of Shem can be read in the middle
stone, Ham is found on the right, and
Japheth on the left. Where the monks
obtained these old blocks of stone is
unknown to us, but it presaged of an
even more important discovery as we
retraced our route back down into the
valley and up on the other side.

As we came up out of the valley
on its north side, our host and driver
said, “Oh, I forgot to take you to this
observation point.” As we walked out
onto the observation point on a prom-
ontory (Figure 7), I noticed two strata
of rocks, the modern rocks on the
top to provide the viewpoint and the
older rocks underneath. These older
rocks were carved with badly weath-
ered inscriptions and reliefs similar to
those we had seen on Mount Aragatz
and in the field of megaliths at Zorats
Qarer. This time the carvings revealed
a connection between the word for
“grave, tomb” (geber) and the name
of Japheth, another one of the sons of
Noah.

This collection of inscriptions indi-
cates that this promontory was not
paved just for the use of modern tour-
ists, but in ancient times it served as
the site of the burial of Japheth and his
wife. To emphasize the connections of
this site with the family of Noah, there
are carvings of his three sons on top of

Figure 4. Some of the megaliths at Zorats Qarer.
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Figure 5. Diagram of the rows of megaliths at Zorats Qarer, as seen from above.

the columnar rocks just across the road
from this lookout. In that location,
Shem and his wife were carved on the
right, Ham and his wife in the middle,
and Japheth and his wife on the left.

Summary
To summarize the results of our
explorations in Armenia, it can be said
that very good candidates for the loca-
tions of the burials of three men (plus
their wives) have
been identified in
Armenia: (1) Noah
and his wife in
the burial mound
on the inside of
Lake Qare at the
9,000-foot level of
Mount Aragatz,
one hour’s drive
north of Yerevan;
(2) Shem and his
wife in the grave
at the center of the
megalithic field of
Zorats Qarer, three
hour’s drive south
of Yerevan; and (3)
Japheth and his
wife on the prom-
ontory overlooking

Figure 7.A view of the observation point in the vicinity of
the Tatev Monastery. The words for Japheth, geber (grave,
tomb), Ben Noach (son of Noah), and ashato (his wife) are
found in one of the base rocks of this man-made overlook.
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Figure 6. Marker for the tomb of Shem,
near the center of Zorats Qarer.

the valley where the Tatev Monastery
is located, six hours drive south of
Yerevan.

Other visits to the area are expected

to expand and refine the results of this
research.

William H. Shea (MD, Loma Linda
University; Ph.D., University of
Michigan) served as medical mis-
sionary, seminary professor, and
associate director of the Biblical
Research Institute of the General
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists. Although retired, he
continues to lecture, travel, and
write as a specialist in ancient
languages. His email address:
Shea56080@aol.com.
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Why | believe in Creation

by Sean D. Pitman

The neutral gap problem
helps us to understand
better the reality of
Creation.

Is God real? Is the Bible true? What
about all those amazing stories in the
Bible? Specifically, what about the
Genesis stories? Did God really create
the world and all that is in it in a liter-
al week? Did that Creation occur only
some 10,000 years ago? How could all
these biblical accounts be true when
so many brilliant scientists advocate
otherwise?

Discovering a problem

Call me inquisitive or just plain
annoying, but I came up with many
such questions even as a young child.
My parents did the very best they
could to answer my questions. And,
for a long time, they seemed to do a
very good job. But, eventually there
came a point in time when they just
couldn’t answer my questions to my
satisfaction. That's OK, though. No
one else could either.

I remember in 5th or 6th grade,
thinking to myself that if small chang-
es could happen over time, like slowly
breeding a rose bush that produced
red roses into a bush that could pro-
duce purple or even black roses, why
couldn’t evolution be true? I asked my
Dad about this and he assured me that
although “microevolution,” like chang-
ing the color of a rose or the look of a
dog, could happen, “macroevolution,”
like changing a dog into a cat or a
pig into a cow, could not happen. I
asked him why such “macroevolution”
couldn’t happen, given enough time?
No one, not even my dad, seemed to
be able to explain it to me.

I asked the same questions in grade
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school, high school, college, and even
medical school and was given the same
basic answers time and again. Finally,
after finishing medical school I decid-
ed one day that I would search for
myself to see if what I was reading in
the Bible actually made sense in light
of the seemingly reasonable theory of
evolution.

Changing without changing
After few years of serious search, it
dawned on me that things can change
without really changing. I had known

about this interesting phenomenon
for some time, but had never tied it
in with the notions of “micro” and
“macro” evolution before. You see,
a famous monk, by the name of
Gregor Mendel (1822-1884), a con-
temporary of Charles Darwin (1809-
1882), discovered something quite
amazing while studying pea plants.'
Unfortunately, however, Mendel’s
discovery remained pretty much
unknown until well after Darwin’s
theory of evolution became popular.

I’'m sure even Darwin would have
been quite amazed to learn that pretty
much all of his most famous examples
of evolution in action were the result
of nothing more than Mendelian
variation. But, what about all of those
different finch beaks that Darwin
wrote about? Well, they weren’t really
the result of anything “new.” In other
words, the beaks changed without any
new genetic information coming into
the gene pool. The pool of options
stayed exactly the same. All the options
for the different beak shapes were
already there ahead of time—prepro-
grammed, so to speak. The same thing
is true of many of the most significant
differences between different breeds of
dogs, cats, chickens, cows, fish, and so
on. Every living thing that uses sexual
reproduction has the ability to change
individual reflections of the gene pool
of that “kind” of creature without the
gene pool itself changing.

So, now that I knew that change
could happen without change happen-

ing I started thinking about what it
might take to get the underlying gene
pool to change.

Truly novel changes

The gene pool is basically a code-
book with many different codes for
many different types of functional
systems used to build a living thing.
If the spelling of the “words” in the
codebook is changed or “mutated,” the
function of that code or “word” may
also be changed or even destroyed.
Such functional changes are what I
would call “real evolution”. And, they
happen all the time. They really do.
Evolution is a fact. Bug, it isn’t quite
the fact that most modern scientists
think it is.

Consider the following word
sequence: cat to hat to bat to bad to
dad to did to dig to dog. That’s an
evolutionary sequence. By changing
just one letter at a time we were able
to “evolve” from cat to dog along a
pathway were each step was meaning-
ful and potentially beneficial in the
English language system. Easy, right?
But why is it so easy to do this?

As it turns out, every language
system in the world has a higher con-
centration of defined or meaningful
sequences when the sequences are
shorter as compared to longer words,
phrases, sentences, paragraphs and so
on. Just as an example, the English
language system has about 676 poren-
tial 2-letter sequences. Of these, about
100 are defined as meaningful, creating
a ratio of meaningful to meaningless
to about 1 in 7. Now, there are almost
three times as many meaningful 3-let-
ter words and phrases, around 980
of them, but 26 times the number of
potential 3-letter sequences (17,576
of them) resulting in a significantly
reduced ratio of meaningful vs. mean-
ingless of about 1 in 18. The ratio for
7-letter words and phrases drops pre-
cipitously to about 1 in 250,000.

The pattern is obvious and is essen-
tially the same for every language.
With each increase in the minimum



sequence length of any coded message
in any language system, to include
computer codes and languages, the
isolation of that message from other
potentially meaningful as well as ben-
eficial messages increases exponentially.
So, what happens then when mind-
less evolutionary forces try to achieve a
higher level of informational complex-
ity? What happens when a sequence
code steps off its beneficial island into
the ocean of meaningless sequences?

The blind leading the blind

The problem is that natural selection
is supposed to be the guiding force for
evolutionary change. Yet, natural selec-
tion, as a very real force, can only see
genetic spelling changes that result in
meaningful changes in the sequence
code. Nature cannot see actual spelling
changes/genetic mutations. It can only
recognize the differences in function
that may or may not result.

For example, what’s the difference
between the sequences “quiziligook”
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and “quiziliguck” They are both
equally meaningless sequences. Right?
Therefore, changing from one to the
other would not be detectable by a
selection system like natural selection.
However, what about the meaning-
ful difference between “vacation” and
“vocation”? They are only one letter
different, but mean very different
things. A function-based system of
selection would easily be able to select
between these two sequences. Right?
Now, what about going from “vaca-
tion” to “vucation”? That would also
result in a detectable change in mean-
ing since the meaning of vacation is
lost if mutated to vucation. That loss
of meaning might be selectable as
either beneficial or detrimental.

Note, however, that destroying
something is always easier than creat-
ing something new because there are
so many ways to destroy versus the
relatively few ways there are to create.
For example, there are many ways to
mess up the function of the word vaca-
tion, but relatively few ways to find a
new meaningful sequence of equiva-
lent length. Logically then, it would be
very easy for a gene pool to get rid of a
pre-established function, but relatively
hard for it to gain a new type of func-
tion.

Real life examples of evolution in
action

Well, this is all fine and good on
paper, but what about real life? I've
looked into it in some detail now and
it seems as though evolution works the
very same way as I've just described
for language sequence evolution. It is
capable of “micro” changes but not
“macro” changes because of what I like
to call the “Neutral Gap Problem.”
At very low levels of informational
complexity, evolution works just fine.
However, as one starts moving up the
ladder of informational complexity,
evolution starts stalling out in an expo-
nential manner until, for functions
requiring a minimum of more than a
few hundred fairly specified characters,

evolution simply cannot work this side
of trillions upon trillions of years of
average time. It just wanders around
blindly and aimlessly forever at such
levels of complexity.

For instance, consider bacterial anti-
biotic resistance as a famous example
of evolution in action. Functional
mutations in the underlying gene pool
are actually responsible for the resis-
tance of bacteria to the effects of this
or that antibiotic. That’s real evolution
in my book.

Of course, many forms of antibi-
otic resistance occur at the very lowest
levels of functional complexity. In fact,
most forms of antibiotic resistance
are the result of a disruption of a pre-
established interaction of the antibiotic
with a specific target within the bac-
teria. All that has to change is one or
two characters in the target sequence
and the antibiotic will no longer bind
to the target. And, voila, the function
of antibiotic resistance is evolved—just
like that. It’s quick and easy in real life
because there are so many ways to dis-
rupt the antibiotic-target interaction.
That’s why antibiotic evolution is such
a problem in hospitals today. It hap-
pens so quickly and easily in just about
every bacterial population when pre-
sented with just about any antibiotic.?

But, what happens when we move
up a level? What happens when we
try to evolve a novel function that is
not based on the destruction of a pre-
established function or interaction?

Interestingly enough, there are
quite a number of examples of this
sort of evolution in real life. Some of
these examples involve the evolution
of new protein sequences with truly
novel protein functions. These pro-
teins are made up of strings of “amino
acid residues” that are very much like
sequences of letters in human language
systems. Different sequences and
shapes translate into different func-
tions, as in any language system. But,
just like in any language system, not
every potential sequence or shape has a
meaningful, much less beneficial func-
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tion. However, for functions requiring
only short protein sequences, the den-
sity of potentially beneficial sequences
in sequence space is high enough (as
discussed above for 3-letter words)
that evolution can and does happen at
this level of functional complexity in
relatively short order given the proper
environment.

A striking example of protein evo-
lution can be found in Barry Hall’s
work with E. coli bacteria. What Hall
did was delete the genetic codes or
“genes” that produce a lactase enzyme
in E. coli. This enzyme digests the
sugar lactose into the sugars glucose
and galactose, which are then used to
provide energy for the bacterium. Hall
did this to see if these mutant bacteria
would evolve a new gene to produce a
new lactase enzyme to replace the one
that was lost when placed in a lactose-
rich environment. Sure enough, the
bacteria quickly evolved a brand new
enzyme that did not have the lactose
function before. Somehow, it just so
happened to be one point mutation
away from a functional lactose code in
sequence space.’

Amazing! Of course, this is where
most descriptions of Hall’s experi-
ments end, such as the one listed
in Kenneth Miller’s popular book,
Finding Darwin’s God.* However,
what happened next is most interest-
ing. Hall deleted the newly evolved
gene as well to see if any other gene
would evolve...and nothing happened!
Despite tens of thousands of genera-
tions of observation, these unfortunate
double mutant bacteria never evolved
a sequence with the very beneficial
lactose function. Frustrated, Hall
described these double mutant bac-
teria as having, “limited evolutionary
potential.” So, what is it, exactly, that
“limited” the “evolutionary potential”
of Hall’s bacteria?

As it turns out, the apparent mini-
mum sequence length needed for the
most basic lactase enzyme is around
400 amino acid residues. With 20
different residue options, the total
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number of potential sequences is a
staggering 20°°. Certainly, there may
be many useable lactase sequences
within that huge sequence space, but
no doubt the large majority of these
sequences are not usable lactases or
else Hall’s mutant bacteria would have
found many of them in short order
using a simple blind random walk.
The fact that Hall’s double-mutant
bacteria failed is very good evidence
that the ratio of lactases versus non-
lactases in minimum sequence space,
at this level of function complexity,

is quite low. Nature simply could not
sort through all the junk sequences
fast enough to find another lactase
sequence even given tens of thousands
of generations of time.

The outer limits
of evolutionary potential

Beyond this level of complexity,
nothing evolves. There simply is no
real life example of any novel func-
tion evolving that requires more than
a thousand or so amino acid “parts”
working together in a fairly specified
order. Yet, there are many systems of
function, even in supposedly “simple”
life forms, like bacteria, that will not
work at all without a large highly spec-
ified minimum amount of genetic real
estate in place. Take bacterial motility,
for example. The flagellar system of
motility requires at least 10,000 fairly
specified amino acid residues, working
in a fairly specific order, or the func-
tion of flagellar motility simply won't
work at all.® Such a high-level function
has never been shown to evolve in the
lab or anywhere else.

The signature of God

So, microevolution happens, but
macroevolution doesn’t. The reason for
this seems so simple—exponentially
expanding neutral gaps. Quite simple,
really—even “elementary,” as Sherlock
Holmes might say. But, what a big dif-
ference this understanding has made
in my faith and respect for God as
the Creator whose obvious signature

and continued interest and care are
written all over the world around and
within each one of us. Of course, I've
found a great many other overwhelm-
ing evidences to believe in God and in
His word, the Bible, but finding the
neutral gap problem is certainly one of

the highlights.

Sean Pitman (M.D., Loma Linda
University School of Medicine) is

a pathologist and current fellow

in the hematology program at the
City of Hope National Medical
Center. For further information

and references about the neutral
gap problem and many other topics
concerning the theories of evolution
and intelligent design, see his website
at: www.DetectingDesign.com

His email: Seanpit@gmail.com.
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The Adventist Church today

by Bert Haloviak

A story of undimmed vision,
generous giving, and steady
growth.

One of the recognized phenom-
ena of the religious world of the last
half century is the remarkable global
growth of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Once considered North
American, 90 percent of the church
membership today resides outside of
North America, and its fastest growth
is in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
The church began the past half-cen-
tury with 972,000 members in 1954
and at the end of 2004 the total adult
membership has leaped to a staggering
13,936,932.

Back in 1954 Pastor William
Henry Branson, then president of the
Adventist Church, notified the 47th
session of the General Conference
assembled in San Francisco, California
that the denomination had failed to
achieve the goal set at the previous
session to “double our membership.”
That goal was something Branson
spontancously called for upon his elec-
tion at the 1950 session and was a very
unlikely statistical possibility. However,
he told the 1954 assembly: “We have
been richly blessed of God in seeking

Chart 1: Average Daily
Accessions 1954-2004

Years Theme Average Daily Baptisms
1950-1954  Double the Membership 213
1955-1959  no specific theme 232
1960-1964  no specific theme 295
1965-1969  Revival, Reform, Evangelism 397
1970-1974  Revival, Reform, Evangelism 528
1975-1979  Revival, Reform, Evangelism 674
1980-1984  One-Thousand-a-Day for 1000 days* 927
1985-1989  Harvest '90 1,347
1990-1994  Global Strategy/Mission 1,678
1995-1999  Global Strategy/Mission 2,209
2000-2004  Global Strategy/Mission 2,765
2004 Global Strategy/Mission 2,933

* begun mid-1982
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to accomplish this mighty task. The
entire world field accepted the chal-
lenge, and in every division our work-
ers and laymen alike put forth their
best efforts to reach the goal.”

The annual accession rate for those
Branson years (6.3 percent) had never
been surpassed and remained a record
until the 1985-1989 quinquennium
when the growth rate jumped to a 7.2
percent yearly average. So, Branson,
despite his sense of failure, started
our half-century of mission advance
with an astounding success. Such
themes as “Double the Membership,”
“Revival, Reform, Evangelism,” “One-
Thousand-Days of Reaping,” “Harvest
90,” and “Global Strategy/Mission”
outline a history of 50 years that began
with a daily average of 213 baptisms
until that average exceeded 2,900
baptisms daily during 2004. (Average
daily accessions from1954 to 2004 are
presented in Chart 1.)

Where our members live

Chart 2 informs us about the cur-
rent membership of our church, divi-
sion by division. We readily notice
that 35 percent of our members live in
Latin America, and 33 percent dwell
in Africa. While some 19 percent live
in Asia, North America and Europe
have about 9 percent of the church’s
membership. We also notice from this
chart that six of the current world divi-
sions surpass the one-million-member
mark and of those, three have more
than two million members.

During this past five years, the
North American Division attained
one-million-member status. The
Southern Asia Division is poised to
reach that status in the coming quin-
quennium. The East-Central Africa,
Inter-American, and South American
divisions all surpassed the two-million-
member total this past quinquennium,
and the Southern Africa-Indian Ocean
Division is on the horizon to do so by
the next General Conference session.
At the end of 2004, our three two-mil-

lion-member divisions had a member-
ship greater than the entire church in
1991, only 14 years ago. Today it is
not just divisions that are reaching the
one-million-member mark. Countries
are doing so as well. Brazil passed the
one-million membership mark in the
past quinquennium and India, the
Philippines, and the United States are
poised to do so within the next five
years.

Where our newest members live

“I know where you live,” said Jesus
to the Pergamum church through
John the Revelator (Revelation 2:13,
NIV). Jesus addressed the fact that
the Pergamum believers faced difficult
circumstances when they accepted the
gospel. It is so even today, and Jesus
still knows where the newest believers
live.

Because of the commitment of those
who preceded us, we are able today
to rejoice in more than five million
accessions during the past quinquen-
nium. That calculates to an average of
2,765 each day of the five-year period.
The daily average of accessions for
2004 was 2,933, and most recently
2,991 for the first quarter of 2005,
perhaps indicating a strong trend for
the future. A new kind of million-
member-club was established this
quinquennium when one division, the
South American Division, celebrated
more than one million new members
entering its membership rolls.

Chart 3 lists the accessions by divi-
sion for the quinquennium and also
for 2004, while Chart 4 notes the base
divisions where those newest Seventh-
day Adventists live. Expressed on a
scale of 100, we can see that 38 of our
newest members live in Latin America
and 34 live within the African divi-
sions. Twelve live in Southern Asia, six
in Southern Asia-Pacific, about four
in North America, and the remainder
live in the Euro-Africa, Euro-Asia,
Northern Asia-Pacific, South Pacific,
and Trans-European divisions. The

DIALOGUE 173 2005



Chart 2: 2004 Division Membership

East Central Africa
Division, 2,075,173,
15%

West-Central Africa
Division, 727,064,
5%

Southern Asia Division,
919,782,
7%

Southern Africa-
Indian Ocean
Division, 1,863,895,
13%

South American Division,
2,415,446, 17%

location of our newest members surely
emphasizes the worldwide nature of
the gospel we proclaim.

World population to member
ratios
Charts 5 and 6 illustrate Seventh-

day Adventist members as a proportion

of the population within each division
and also selected countries. We notice

that the Southern Africa-Indian Ocean

Division maintains an amazing ratio
of one Seventh-day Adventist to 79 in
the population, while a much more

Chart 3: Accessions by Divisions
2000-2004 and 2004

Division 2000-2004 Accessions 2004 Accessions
East-Central Africa 833,828 179,614
Euro-Africa 26,519 5,141
Euro-Asia 62,384 8,756
Inter-American 843,593 157,635
North American 184,788 36,887
Northern Asia-Pacific 90,981 19,741
South American 1,089,331 217,586
South Pacific 70,042 17,135
Southern Africa-Indian Ocean 684,845 185,683
Southern Asia 604,739 133,074
Southern Asia-Pacific 318,271 59811
Trans-European 19,900 3,019
West-Central Africa 219,936 47,053
World 5,049,157 1,071,135
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South Pacific Division, 378,281, 3%

Euro-Africa Division, 171,733, 1%

Northern Asia-Pacific
Division, 546,176,
4%

Southern Asia-Pacific
Division, 1,064,375,
8%

Inter-American Division,
2,525,557, 18%

Trans-European Division,
98,575, 1%

North American Division,
1,006,317,7%

Euro-Asia Division, 144,558, 1%

challenging ratio of 1:5,922 confronts
the Trans-European Division. At the
end of 2004, there was one Seventh-
day Adventist worldwide for every
459 persons dwelling on our planet.
Projections suggest that by 2114 there
could be one Seventh-day Adventist
for every 300 on our planet and that
the church could have a baptized
membership of almost 24 million.
Jamaica, Rwanda, Zambia, Papua
New Guinea, and Haiti have the high-
est ratios for countries having more
than 100,000 Adventist members.
A 1 to 13 ratio for Jamaica sets the
pace while such countries as Ethiopia,
Nigeria, Indonesia, India, and China
exhibit more challenging ratios. The
1 to 4,027 ratio for China suggests
an almost overwhelming challenge to
Seventh-day Adventist mission.

The quinquennium of five
million gains and 1.4 million
losses

Although more than five million
new believers joined our community
during the past quinquennium, more
than 1.4 million left our church fam-

ily.

The bottom line for the world
church this quinquennium is that for
every 100 accessions, more than 35
decided to leave. That is consider-
ably more than the 24 who left for
every 100 added during the previous
quinquennium. It means that our net
growth (when deaths are also taken
into account) was only 1,641 daily
with a resultant average annual growth
rate of 4.9 percent, the lowest since the
1960 to 1964 period. Mitigating cir-
cumstances are relevant, however.

A subtitle to this quinquennium
might be “The quinquennium of
church membership audits.” During
the past five years, a majority of the
world divisions have undertaken the
painful responsibility of church mem-
bership audits. The resulting careful
look at local church membership
records has shown a decrease in the
verifiable baptized church member-
ship of more than 800,000 during
the past five years. An average annual
growth rate of 4.9 percent during this
quinquennium, despite the audits, sug-
gests that the Seventh-day Adventist
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Chart 4: 2000-2004 Division Accession Distribution

SOUTH PACIFIC
1.4%

EAST-CENTRAL
AFRICA
16.5%

WEST-CENTRAL
AFRICA
4.3%

SOUTHERN
ASIA 12.0%

SOUTHERN
AFRICA-INDIAN
OCEAN

13.6% SOUTH AMERICAN 21.6%

Church is poised for a period of major
growth in the near future now that our
membership rolls are more accurately
reflected.

New categories
in tithes and offerings

At the 1958 Cleveland General
Conference session, statistical sec-
retary Henry Klaser rejoiced that
Seventh-day Adventists had finally

Chart 5: Ratios
Within Divisions, 2003

Population per
SDA Member  Division
79  Southern Africa-Indian Ocean
87 South Pacific
104 Inter-American
120  East-Central Africa
126  South American
326 North American
420 West-Central Africa
610 Southern Asia-Pacific
1,392 Southern Asia
1,944  Euro-Asia
2,918 Northern Asia-Pacific
3,331 Euro-Africa
5922 Trans-European

EURO-AFRICA
0.5 %

NORTHERN ASIA-PACIFIC
1.8%

SOUTHERN
ASIA-PACIFIC
6.3%

INTER-AMERICAN 16.7%

TRANS-EUROPEAN 0.4%

NORTH AMERICAN
3.7%

EURO-ASIA
1.2%

entered the billion-dollar category.
By totaling the tithes, foreign mission
offerings, Sabbath school offerings,
Ingathering, home mission offerings,
offerings for Faith for Today and Voice
of Prophecy, and all local church
funds and expense offerings from
1863 to 1957 (94 years), he reported
an amount of $1,075,095,762 dol-
lars. Compare that to the most recent
reporting year of this quinquennium.
The North American Division alone
surpassed Klaser’s 94-year total by
receiving in 2004 tithes and offerings
of $1,192,300,000. Indeed, during
this past quinquennium the worldwide
receipt of tithes and offerings amount-
ed to $9,023,988,491. That means
that on the average, every day during
this quinquennium, Adventist mem-
bers contributed $4,941,267 to spread
the gospel message. In any one day of
this last quinquennium, on the average,
our members contributed more than
that received by the church in its ini-
tial 34 years (from 1863 to 1896).

As we contemplate our mission heri-
tage for the past half-century, what is
striking is not only the membership

Chart 6: Selected Country Ratios

(For countries with over 100,000 members)

Lowest Ratios ~ Country
13 Jamaica
23 Rwanda
25 Zambia
26 Papua New Guinea
28 Haiti

More Challenging Ratios ~ Country
546  Ethiopia
615  Nigeria
1,082 Indonesia
1,362 India
4,027 China

and financial growth. We have also
advanced in other areas: in churches
built, in health and educational minis-
try, in community advances, in devel-
opmental and relief work. We have
opened up new avenues of witness:
various forms of television ministry
beginning with Faith for Today, air-
plane evangelism, Five-Day Plan evan-
gelism, open-heart team evangelism,
medical mission launches, orphanages,
HIV/AIDS prevention, and other
innovative means of alleviating the
suffering of the world while point-

ing toward a perfect kingdom of the
future. And as we develop the forward-
moving tools of the future, we recog-
nize that we are the inheritors of the
blessings that God has poured upon
our predecessors and continues to give
for the advancement of His kingdom.

Bert Haloviak is Director of the
Office of Archives and Statistics at
the General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists in Silver Spring,
Maryland, U.S.A.
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Screening the screen:
Media literacy and the Christian

by Delyse Steyn

Living with the media and
not becoming a victim to
their hidden devices is a
daily battle and a continu-
ing struggle.

Who am I? Where do I live? What
is my relationship to those around
me and to the environment in which
I live? What is reality? How do we
define our values, our ideas, and our
concerns? How must we relate to one
another? What can we expect from
tomorrow or the day after or the
day...?

These are profound questions that
face human life in today’s world of
technology. Time was when a person
could turn to philosophy or religion
for an answer. But today, with the
mass media turning the world into a
global village, we have become crea-
tures shaped by the media—television,
film, internet, radio, and so on. The
mass media provide the content from
which we develop our sense of self,
the nature of our relationships, our
view of the world, of us and them, our
ideas and ideologies, and our deepest
values and concerns. Without mass
media, we feel a sense of lostness: We
are often unaware of what is real and
what is reality. We have allowed the
media to educate us as to how we
should behave, what to think, feel,
fear, believe, and desire. The cartoon
character Bart Simpson is right in his
remark to his father, “It’s just hard not
to listen to TV—it’s spent so much
more time raising us than you have!”

But that need not be so. What the
mass media, particularly the TV and
cinema, offer to us is a pseudo-reality,
an increasing isolation and loneliness,
and a breakdown of relationships that
raise serious questions about the use-
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fulness of technological advances. Can
we think more clearly? Can we see,
hear, and feel more intensely? Have

we been duped and doped? Even more
frighteningly, what has happened to
truth in the midst of the ideologies
and myths that permeate the soaps, sit-
coms, news reports, and films that are
part of our daily lives?

Owners of this mesmerizing technol-
ogy have the power to export knowl-
edge as a commodity and monopolize
the dissemination of ideas. What we
watch must therefore be prefaced with
“how” we watch. As Neil Postman
says, our culture is where we amuse
ourselves to death. Style has replaced
substance, violence marks the major
share of entertainment, human rela-
tionships have been commodified and
trivialized. Consequently, Postman
suggests, technology drives us without
analysis or thought." Indeed, we should
be able to talk back to our television
sets. Perhaps such questioning may
break the spell arising out of the mes-
merizing power hidden in modern
media.? So what are the questions that
need answers in order to debunk the
media myths?

First of all, we need to understand
that there is an ongoing conflict
between the values of traditional
social institutions such as the home,
the church, and the school and those
represented in the hyper-reality of the
media, resulting in social schizophre-
nia. One way to approach the prob-
lem is to prepare a list of “do’s” and
“don’ts” with regard to media and pre-
pare some guidelines as to what movie
or TV program to watch. But such an
approach is too simplistic and does not
recognize the powerful and intrusive
socializing influence of the media.

There is another more significant
approach: to fortify ourselves with a
media literacy grounded on biblical
principles. This demands thoughtful
and prayerful study leading to a con-

struction of a worldview that will help
in the wise choice of media.

Basic assumptions

At the base of such a worldview
is the fundamental assumption that
God exists and that He has revealed
to us what is good and what is evil.
Between the two, God expects us to
choose wisely. The freedom to choose
implies not only that we are rational
beings, but also that we are expected to
be responsible beings. Rationality and
responsibility, rooted in an unshake-
able faith in God, provide us a certain
discernment and wisdom with which
we can approach the options that the
media poses. With that as a given, we
need not find any tension with the
church’s stance on what is acceptable
and what is not.

A second basic assumption is the
context in which we are to make
choices out of the varied menu of the
media. Jesus expressed this context
thus: “My prayer is not that you take
them out of the world but that you
protect them from the evil one. They
are not of the world, even as I am not
of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your
word is truth” (John 17:15-18, NIV).

Fischer points out that the world
in which Jesus wants us to live and
work is the world we find ourselves
in—here and now. We are stewards
of this world, and as such we have a
responsibility.®

But stewardship does not mean
just taking care of the planet’s physi-
cal resources. It includes a responsible
relationship to our leisure time and
to our cultural landscape. This means
that we understand the media and its
culture in their entirety—their poten-
tial artfulness and their pervasive value
messages. With such an understand-
ing, we will approach, for example, the
television for its pleasure and enjoy-
ment, but will do so it with a critical
participation. This is necessary in view
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of the typical evening prime-time diet,
which Duncan aptly describes:

“The screen flashes close-ups of
mostly good-looking people fondling
each other, punching each other out
or laughing their heads off. Cut to car
chases in underground parking lots,
set to the sound of tires squealing and
fenders bashing. Cut to newscasts with
short snatches of segments on disas-
ters, murders and wars—mixed with
chatter from politicians who reassure
us that all will be well. Cut to high-
jolts-per-minute commercials featuring
persuasive pitches for instant beauty,
and relief from constipation, and
warning not to leave home without a
certain plastic card that offers limitless
pleasures. This supermarket of the soul
can be truly mind-boggling.™

Hence the need for media literacy.
Media literacy is “the ability to sift
through and analyze the messages that
inform, entertain, and sell to us every
day.” Media literacy involves critical
inquiry into what makes the media—
what is there, what is not there, their
motives, money, ownership, and
values, and how these factors influ-
ence the content. What is the message
media are trying to convey to us? From
where do these messages originate?
What are the strategies employed to
convey the message?

The following outline can provide
a framework for using a semiotic
approach (that is, analyzing the signs
and symbols) to visuals/texts (cartoons,
advertisements, photos, etc.). They can
be used to discover the levels of mean-
ing, namely, the denotation, connota-
tion, and values, as well as the ideas or
ideology of the communicator:

1. Isolate and analyze important
signs in the text.

* What are the important signi-
fiers?

e What do they signify?

* Is there a system that unifies
them?

* What codes can be found (e.g.
symbols of status, colors, music,
composition)?

e Are ideological or sociological
issues being addressed?

* How are they conveyed or hinted
at?

2. Identify the central structure,
theme, or model of the text.

* What forces are in opposition?

e What forces are teamed with one
another?

* Do the oppositions or teams
have psychological or sociologi-
cal meanings? What are they?

3. What is the narrative structure of
the text?

* How does the sequential arrange-
ment of the events affect mean-
ing? What changes in meaning
would result if they were altered?

e Are there any formulaic aspects
to the text?

4. Does the medium being used
affect the text? How?

* Use of shots, camera angles, edit-
ing, dissolves, etc.

* Use of lighting, color, music,
sound, special effects, etc.

* Paper quality, typefaces, graphics,
colors, etc.

* How do the speaker’s words,
gestures, and facial expressions
affect meaning?

5. How does the application of
semiotic theory alter the original
meaning that you might have ascribed
to the text?

Try this out

Use the questions above to unpack
the meaning of the message of the car-
toon below. The signifier (the supplied
cartoon) is made up of signs. A sign is
a representation of something; it has a
referent. The “devil” is a sign and so is
the “angel.” The “world” is a sign. All
of these signs make up the signifier,
which is a representation, i.e., a mes-
sage that has a meaning that the com-
municator wants to communicate. The
signified is the meaning and in some
cases the reality, i.e., a picture of a dog
probably represents some actual dog,
etc. There is therefore a “gap” (between
the signifier and what is signified) that
the recipient of a message has to bridge
from his or her experience, etc.

The cartoon illustrates the ideo-
logical struggle, the great controversy
between Christ and Satan. Take the
Bible and explore these themes, and
then apply them to life in the context
of a Christian worldview. Use the text
below as a starting point. You will be

e
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amazed at how contemporary, how rel-
evant the Bible is.

“Put on the full armor of God so
that you can take your stand against
the devil’s schemes. For our struggle
is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authori-
ties, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand. Stand firm then,
with the belt of truth buckled around
your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, and with your
feet fitted with the readiness that
comes from the gospel of peace. In
addition to all this, take up the shield
of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. And pray in the Spirit on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all the
saints” (Ephesians 6:11-18, NIV).

I have used such analysis in media
literacy classes, and student’s com-
ments varied: “I'm not going to allow
myself to be insulted again.” “I did
not know that there are such meaning-
ful programs!” “Why always so late
at night!” “May I borrow that tape
so that I can show my friend?” “This
course caused me to realize that I am
a person in my own right and that I
must be on the look-out for those who
wish to take this away and make me a
puppet.” “I did not know that the mass
media could have such a negative influ-
ence on those that are unsuspecting.”

Not only did the students become
selective, but they also testified to the
influence that discussions about truth,
reality, and beauty in relation to the
media, had on their Christian experi-
ence. One student remarked that all
young people want to be different and
that he had discovered that the only
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authentic way to be really different
from the masses is to be a Christian.
Paul expresses this concern in
Romans 12:1-3, “I urge you, broth-
ers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God—which is your
spiritual worship. Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able
to test and approve what God’s will
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will”
(NIV).

A daily battle

Living with the media and not
becoming a victim to their hidden
devices is a daily battle. Media shapes
our culture. It affects our thinking, our
identity, and can lead us away from
God. It comes in various forms and
shapes: in what we see, in the literature
we read, in the economics and indus-
tries that affect our daily life, in the
public opinion and politics that we are
called upon to participate in. It plays
a significant psychological role in how
we work, worship, serve, and lead our
family lives. It involves design, fashion,
aesthetics, and philosophy of who we
are and the nature of reality and truch.

The challenge of its dialectics and its
message is no different today than it
was in Paul’s time, and we will do well
to ponder with the apostle: “Where is
the wise man? Where is the scholar?
Where is the philosopher of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of the world? For since in the wisdom
of God the world through its wisdom
did not know him, God was pleased
through the foolishness of what was
preached to save those who believe....
For the foolishness of God is wiser
than man’s wisdom, and the weakness
of God is stronger than man’s strength”
(1 Corinthians 1:20-22, 25, NIV).

Ellen White too emphasizes this
continual process of weighing what we
see, read, and hear by a careful exercise
of the power of choice God has given.
“Every human being,” she wrote, “cre-

ated in the image of God, is endowed
with a power akin to that of the
Creator—individuality, power to think
and to do. The men and women in
whom this power is developed are the
men who bear responsibilities, who are
leaders in enterprise, and who influ-
ence character. It is the work of true
education to develop this power, to
train young people to be thinkers, and
not mere reflectors of other people’s
thought.”

We cannot confront the dangers that
arise from the media by an attitude
of quiet acceptance, conformism, and
sacrifice of our individuality. Christian
media literacy requires that we be
aware of and confront with moral and
spiritual rectitude the hidden dan-
gers of the media—the dangers that
employ high-tech tools and anthropo-
centric ideals to destroy the distinction
between right and wrong, and in the
process destroy the image of God in
the individual at the altar of so-called
societal entertainment. The ideology
that means can justify ends cannot be
allowed to have its unbridled say when
it comes to examining the media and
its effect on us.

Only thus can we screen the
screen—that is to say, withstand the
bewitching power of the media and be
free to choose what is right and good.

Delyse Steyn (D.Ed., University

of South Africa) teaches in the
Department of Communication
at Andrews University in Berrien
Springs, Michigan, U.S.A. Her email
address: dsteyn@andrews.edu.
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PROFILES

She is young. She is beautiful. And
she is a gifted musician. Thousands of
Adventists stood entranced as she
played her violin for two lunch-hour
concerts at the General Conference
Session in St. Louis. Eva-Charlotte

Roslin is Sweden’s youngest quali-
fied female conductor. She is also an
accomplished violinist, with a master’s
degree in the field. In addition, she
serves as the music director for

the Swedish Union of Seventh-day
Adventists.

Eva-Charlotte Roslin

Dialogue with an Adventist conductor

from Sweden

Eva-Charlotte was born in the small
Swedish town of Grenna.Although
she has just one younger brother, she
feels she grew up in a large family sur-
rounded with love.“| have five cousins
of my own age,” says Eva-Charlotte.
“As we grew up in Grenna, we lived
near each other, went to the same
school, worshipped in the same church
with our parents, and did many things
together.We had lots of fun. There was
always something going on.” Such an
atmosphere gave Eva a sense of secu-
rity and a feeling that she could grow
up and achieve her goals in life. At 15
she left the little town to follow her
dream of becoming a conductor. Her
immediate and extended family provid-
ed the support she needed. “With that
and God’s grace,” says Eva-Charlotte,
“l completed a B.A. in conducting and
went on to complete the master’s
degree in violin.”

Eva recently released two compact
disks: one to celebrate the 125" anni-
versary of the Adventist Church in
Sweden, and another with her Grenna
family and friends, singing some of
their favorite Christimas songs.

Dialogue interviewed her during a
break in her busy program.

B Do you come from a family talented
in music?

You can say that music is in my genes.
My maternal grandfather’s grandfather
was a famous folk musician or fiddler in
Dalarna. We even have a popular folk
song named after him— Carl Herman
and I—the Carl Herman being my
great, great, great grandfather. My par-
ents are interested in music, both sing in
a local choir, and Mom plays the piano,
but that is about all.

B How did you become interested in
music?

It all started when I was four. Tamira
Johansson, one of my friends from
church, wanted to learn the violin
using the Suzuki method. I have no
idea why she decided that she was
going to learn using that method,
but soon her mother discovered that
the only way was to have a teacher
come from a near-by town and teach
a group. As a result, all the children
from church met at my uncle’s home
for violin lessons.

The Suzuki method teaches students
first to play by experimenting with the
instrument, listening to the teacher
and to tapes, and playing by ear. It is
only later that you learn the theory
and begin to read music.

My mother is highly motivated and
believes that if something is worth
doing it is worth doing well. She took
time to spend an hour a day with me
to help me practice my violin. At the
same time I began to learn the piano,
and once again mother was there by
my side.

B When did you decide you wanted to
be a conductor?

When I was nine I wrote a school
essay, “When I grow up I want to be a
conductor.” That was my dream, but I
also dreamt of being an architect or a
lawyer. The turning point came when
I was eleven—something clicked and I
no longer needed my mother’s encour-
agement to practice. I was sufficiently
motivated to practice a minimum of
two hours a day by myself. I could see
the rewards and became fully focused
on music.

At 14 1 began to take lessons from a

DIALOGUE 173 2005



Hungarian professor in Orebro. Again
my mother supported me by driving
the 340 km round-trip every Sunday.
Before this teacher would accept me
as a pupil, he wanted my promise
that I would apply to music college.
As a result, when I finished junior
high school I applied to music col-
lege in Gothenburg and Stockholm,
even though I was three years too
young and had not yet completed high
school. To my delight, I was accepted
in both places and as a 15-year-old
started attending the Royal University
College of Music in Stockholm.

B How did you qualify to be a conduc-
tor?

I spent seven years at the Royal
University College of Music: four years
taking a master’s in violin and three
years taking my B.A. in conducting.
They were challenging years. There
were not enough practice rooms at
the school, so I used to get up at
5:15 every day to be at the college by
7:00 when it opened. Between 1999
and 2002 I spent the summers in St.
Petersburg taking conducting classes,
and then in 2002 I spent six months
studying conducting in Vienna.

B Do you travel much?

My study involved travel to Vienna
and St. Petersburg. In addition, I
traveled to many places in Sweden,
Norway, Finland, and Denmark.

I also spent time in Belgrade and
Montenegro, in the former Yugoslavia,
as part of the World Peace Orchestra.
There we played with musicians from
all sides of the conflict.

I also lead a string quartet, which I
formed with three friends—The Grand
Quartet. It got its name because we
formed it initially when we worked as
house musicians at the Grand Hotel in
Stockholm as a way of supplementing
our income while we studied. When
we visited Belgrade we were invited to
perform on television.

A few months ago, I attended the
General Conference Session in St.
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Louis where I played in the orchestra,
performed at two of the lunchtime
concerts and also in the main audito-
rium. It was a privilege to be able to
play with so many other Adventists
and contribute to the worship.

B What are the greatest challenges you
Jace in your work?

A conductor must get the whole
orchestra to buy into his or her idea of
how a particular composition should
be played. To meld the musicians into
a cohesive group where each one feels
valued for their contribution, but also
recognize that they are interdepen-
dent—that’s the challenge. Often it is
hard work, but when you see the result
at the end of a performance it is worth
all the effort.

I measure the success of any per-
formance by whether we were able to
make the public lose themselves in the
music. To forget the outside world and
just live for the performance.

B Do you have any opportunities to wit-
ness in your work?

Everyone has opportunities to wit-
ness all the time. The question is
whether we are open to grasp those
opportunities. Generally, conductors
are viewed as arrogant people and
difficult to get along with. By not liv-
ing up to the stereotype and by being
sympathetic and open I have many
chances of witnessing to people I work
with.

B You conduct a very special choir. Can
you say something about it?

The Grenna Singers is celebrating its
25th anniversary. I have been involved
in this musical group from the start,
from the time I was old enough to
sing. Essentially, it is made up of my
extended family. It was formed to sing
at evangelistic meetings and other
church events. There are three genera-
tions of singers, and the few who are
not relatives of our family members
who sing are members of the church
family in Grenna. I have known them

all my life and they feel like family. We
have just recorded our first compact
disk, The Joy of Christmas. 1 have spent
the last few weeks closeted in the edit-
ing studio working on this project, and
the disk will soon be ready for release.
We also have a series of concerts
planned to run up to Christmas. This
is a tangible way to witness and at the
same time seek support for ADRA.

B Who are your role models?

My earliest role model was my
mother. Without her encouragement
and dedication I would not be where
I am today. The other is Herbert
Blomstedt. As an Adventist conductor,
he has been an inspiration, proving
that it is possible to be an Adventist
and a world renowned conductor.
He has also taken an interest in me
personally, inviting me to visit him
in Switzerland and allowing me to sit
in on some of his rehearsals with the
Leipzig Orchestra.

B What would you like to say to
Dialogue readers?

My motto is “You become what you
think!” I believe in miracles. I would
encourage all Dialogue readers to think
big, reach for the skies, and be open
to let God use you. Then you will see
miracles in your life and in the lives of
those around you.

Interview by
Audrey Andersson

Audrey Andersson is the executive
secretary and the communication
director of the Swedish Union of
Seventh-day Adventists, Stockholm.
Her email address: audrey.
andersson@adventist.se.

Eva-Charlotte Roslin has a website:
www.evacharlotteroslin.com. Her
email address: evacharlotte@mail.
com.
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Not many Seventh-day Adventists
are addressed as His Excellency. Ken D.
Bilima is an exception because of his
appointment in 2003 as the ambassa-
dor of Malawi to Kenya, Uganda, Sudan,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Mr. Bilima
had his collegiate training at Solusi
University and later at the University
of Eastern Africa, Baraton, where he
was one of the first graduates.

He always considered himself a pur-
suer of excellence in education.This
pursuit took him to the Philippines,
where he obtained a master’s degree
in Education and English. Upon return-
ing from the Philippines, Prof. Bilima
served the Seventh-day Adventist
Church as a teacher, school administra-
tor, and as the Malawi Union Education
Director.

His administrative talents came to
the attention of the government of
Malawi, and in 2003 he was appointed
as the Deputy High Commissioner of
Malawi in Nairobi, Kenya.

While he is in town, Mr. Bilima
attends the Lavington Seventh-day
Adventist Church and is active in vari-
ous ministries. He and his wife have
two young children.

20

Ken D. Bilima

Dialogue with an Adventist diplomat

from Malawi

B Mpr. Deputy High Commissioner, can
you tell the readers of Dialogue a little
about your family background?

I was born in a family of nine chil-
dren. Coming from a low economic
background, my parents had to really
struggle to care for us and educate us.
They were able to pay for my tuition
only up to the last class of elementary
school. From the first year I joined the
secondary school, I was on my own,
and worked hard to find my tuition.
One job I learned to do, which really
shaped my determination, is literature
evangelism. I can proudly say that God
helped me to be self-supporting, and
was with me as a literature evangelist
all the way through my educational
career up to graduate school.

B We will return to that later. Can you
comment about the schools and colleges
you have attended and the kind of edu-
cation you have received?

My elementary education began
in a small school in my village. After
two years there, I moved to Lunjika
Adventist School where I completed
the elementary level, and the first
two years of secondary education.
Then I moved to Malamulo Adventist
School where I completed second-
ary school. Then began the exciting
journey of college education at Solusi
College (now Solusi University) in
Zimbabwe. Armed with a diploma in
theology from there, I moved to the
University of Eastern Africa, Baraton.
In 1982 I completed my bachelor’s
degree with two majors, in English
and Religion. But I was not satisfied.
Education was my constant pursuit.
So I went to Philippine Union College
(now Adventist University of the
Philippines) where I did a master’s

degree in English and Education.

B How did you ger appointed to diplo-
matic service?

This appointment took me by sur-
prise. I was working for the Adventist
Church in Malawi as Union education
director for ten years. During that
time I was able to interact with several
high ranking government personnel,
including the president of the country
on official church matters. When the
president learned that I had not been
reappointed during the church elec-
tions, he called for me and said, “I
have a job for you in Nairobi. Please
give me your curriculum vitae.” At
that time, I did not know what kind of
job it was until I received a letter from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs asking
me to appear before parliament. There
I received my appointment to be
Deputy High Commissioner located
in Kenya.

B Did your education in Adventist
schools prepare you in any way for this
kind of service?

Definitely. You see, Adventist educa-
tion emphasizes not just one area of
study. It is wholistic in its philosophy
and nature, and it prepares young
people for a wide arena of service. It
trains one to meet varied challenges of
life and work. As I studied theology, I
was exposed to other areas like public
speaking, counseling, and community
service. When I was doing English
I read a lot of literature, including
foreign authors that opened for me
other vistas. Adventist education really
broadens one’s horizons, lifts one’s atti-
tudes, and strengthens character.

B As Deputy High Commissioner, what
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are your responsibilities?

My primary responsibility is to
deputize the High Commissioner in
representing the Malawi president and
the interests of Malawi in the coun-
ties in which we serve. Whenever the
High Commissioner is not around, I
step in and carry out all the functions
assigned to him. However, I do have
specific responsibilities which include
working as a defense attaché, adminis-
trative officer, political advisor (which
means [ must read all the newspapers
and advise my president accordingly),
trade attaché, consular officer, head of
chancery, and head of accounts.

B How do you manage all these respon-
sibilities?

When you have a lot of responsibili-
ties, you tend to work harder to accom-
plish all of them. I am used to working
hard from my early life of struggle.

B Being a Seventh-day Adventist,
have you felt any special advantage in
approaching your assignment?

I have read and heard people say
that we need Daniels in the present
age. Being an Adventist has given me
an opportunity to be a Daniel in my
own context. I get to interact with
several government leaders, including
heads of state. It is only when one is in
the system that one is able to help.

B Many equate diplomatic service with
politics. Any comment?

I do not know if the statement is
entirely right. Being a diplomat, of
course, is a political appointment, but
in a strict sense a diplomat is not in
politics. We spend most of the time
negotiating treaties such as trade agree-
ments and dealing with non-political,
inter-governmental issues between
countries. Mostly diplomatic service
has to do with negotiation. We are
continually negotiating issues such as
ways in which Malawi benefit from
trade with Kenya and vice versa. So it
is not politics per se but using nego-
tiating skills and concluding deals
effectively.
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B [ notice that you are in church every
Sabbath and actively participate in les-
son study as well as other activities of the
church. How do you manage ro do this
and how is your faith affected by your
current position?

My work does not negatively impact
my faith, but as in many cases, work
such as I do challenges the practice of
my faith. For example, the strict obser-
vance of the Sabbath. There are times
when one is summoned to meet a gov-
ernmental officer passing through on
Sabbath at 6:45 a.m., or to assist some
stranded person at the airport. Even in
such instances I would still find time
to worship my God. In cases where
work is planned in advance, I have had
no problem. One has to strike a bal-
ance and plan assignments that would
not compromise one’s faith.

B Do you find enough time to spend
with your family?

Yes, I do. In fact I have more time
for my family now than when I was
working as education director, when
I would sometimes spend up to three
weeks out in the field. Now I have
time to take my family in some of my
trips, or just be together most of the
evenings.

B What advice would you give to young
Adventists, wishing to take up diplomatic
or government service?

One must be ready to serve one’s
country, when called upon. Of course,
young people should be aware of the
challenges involved in such assign-
ments. They need to know how to
strike a balance and ensure value
priorities. Diplomatic or government
service is a good career that exposes
you to significant leaders and authori-
ties. Being there, like Daniel, opens up
opportunities for faithful service and
witness.

B May be we can revisit your experience
as a literature evangelist. Beyond making
you support yourself while in school and

college, have you gained anything from
this work track?

When selling books you need to
have the negotiating ability to con-
vince your client to buy the books.
That is very critical in diplomacy as
well. You must be able to negotiate,
persuade, and conclude deals. So I
think my canvassing work helped me.
You have to be prepared to approach
anybody in high places, even in gov-
ernment, to sell a book; otherwise you
cannot be a successful colporteur. The
same is true with diplomacy.

B Any counsel you can give to young
people who are struggling to pay for their
education?

Earning while you learn is a very
valuable experience. Working your
way through school not only gets you
the needed financial support, but also
helps you develop skills in leadership,
independence, persuasion—all neces-
sary to succeed in life. So if you don’t
have ready resources for your educa-
tion, don’t get discouraged. Press on.
Use your hands. Use your head. Get a
job, even a part-time job. Or join the
church’s literature evangelism program.
You'll never regret the fact that you
earned your way through college and
achieved your goals under the blessing

of God.

Interview by
Hudson E. Kibuuka

Hudson E. Kibuuka (D.Ed.,
University of South Africa) is the
Director of Education of the East-
Central Africa Division and Dialogue
regional representative, with offices
in Nairobi, Kenya. His email address:
kibuukah@ecd.adventist.org.

Mr. Ken D. Bilima’s email address:

bilimagroup@clubinternetk.com or
sichima@sdnp.org.
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ACTION REPORT

A powerful influence for good

by Heron Santana

Turn around and take a look. Flip
on the TV, and see what’s there.
Browse through a magazine in the
supermarket checkout, what do you
see? Tune in your car radio, and is it
music that you hear? We live, hear,
see, study, and work in a culture
that is worldly, materialistic, con-
sumer-oriented, drug-dominated, and
everything that is not supportive of a
Christian lifestyle. In the midst of such
an alien world, how can we live a life
of Christian integrity?

The question was the focus of the
congress of Adventist university stu-
dents held April 21-24, 2005, on the
campus of Adventist University of
Bahia, Brazil, with 360 participants.

During the meeting, several aca-
demic and religious specialists offered
a Christian analysis and critique of
these influences. The main speaker,
Erton Kohler—Youth Department
director for the South American
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Division—spoke about the group
pressures that youth and young adults
experience in their lives. He counseled
the participants to exert “a group pres-
sure for good,” behaving in a way that
the Christian values will be seen and
felt wherever they are. “When we see
people around us that speak evil and
behave immorally, we cannot remain
silent or hide ourselves.”

Ozeas Caldas Moura, the direc-
tor of the theological seminary of the
host institution, spoke about sexual-
ity. Noting that this is a subject that
the mass media exploit and debase, he
invited the students to review together
with him the Song of Solomon and
to comprehend the biblical perspec-
tive on sexual principles and Christian
behavior.

Popular music, another cultural
manifestation impacted by mass com-
munications, was addressed by Jean do
Ouro, dean of the school of music at

the university. Antonio Brito, youth
director for the Northeast Brazil
Union, outlined 10 principles that can
turn Adventist university students into
a positive influence. He stated that
reflective Bible study and intercessory
prayer can strengthen our influence for
good. “Don’t be too quick to label oth-
ers,” he counseled. “Show respect and
manifest Christian love, because all
human beings have God-given value.”

A moving feature of the program
was the testimony given by Helder
Carvalho. Although not an Adventist,
he had been contracted to teach a
course at Adventist University of
Bahia, substituting for a teacher on
leave. After fulfilling the assignment,
he was invited to teach another course
on campus, which he accepted with
pleasure. The Christian influence of
faculty members and students led him
to study the Bible with one of his col-
leagues. And during the congress, he
publicly stated that he wanted to join
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
through baptism. The testimony
brought tears to many in the audience.

As the congress came to an end, the
positive evaluation given by the par-
ticipants made it evident that the orga-
nizers had chosen a relevant topic and
had invited qualified speakers. Some
of the students had traveled great dis-
tances to attend the meeting. A group
of 50 participants who are members of
an Adventist student association in the
city of Paraiba, covered the longest dis-
tance. They expressed their satisfaction
for the meeting and stated that the
event had fostered a closer coopera-
tion between students and professors
in being an influence for good on the
university campus.

Heron Santana works in the
Communication and Media Center
of the Northeast Brazil Union, with
headquarters near Recife, Brazil.
Email: heron.santana@uneb.org.br.
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“Committed minds -
Ready hearts”

by Benjamin Carballo and Arturo King

More than 500 Adventist partici-
pants from all regions of Mexico con-
verged on beautiful Cancun, on the
Yucatan Peninsula, for the National
Congress of Adventist University
Students and Professionals. They came
by car, bus, and plane. The enthusi-
asm was high. Co-sponsored by the
South and North Mexican unions, the
meeting was held December 19-22,
2004, at a spacious hotel in this world-
famous resort city on the Caribbean
Sea.

The overall theme of the congress
was “Committed minds — Ready
hearts.” The three featured lecturers
were Raul Esperante (a researcher from
the Geoscience Research Institute),
Pedro Morales (a specialist in per-
sonal development from Colombia),
and Humberto M. Rasi (chief editor
of Dialogue). Their expositions and
the lively discussions that followed
centered around the key role that
Adventist students and professionals
play as Christ’ ambassadors on the
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public university campus and in their
workplace.

In addition to the devotional messag-
es and the high-quality music, the uni-
versity students were surveyed regarding
two important issues that affect their
life and witness. The key questions and
the four top answers provided by the
groups were as follows:

Question 1: What are the main
challenges that you face as an Adventist
student in a public university?

* Study activities and examinations
scheduled on Sabbath.

* The negative influences of non-
believing friends on our social relation-
ships, habits, and lifestyle.

* The secular worldview and phi-
losophies assumed and promoted in
the vast majority of the lectures and
textbooks.

e The loneliness, isolation, and at
times hostility that we experience as
we try to live out our Christian beliefs
and principles.

Question 2: How can the Adventist
Church, as an organization, support you
as students, and engage you in our shared
gospel mission?

¢ Provide us with more materials
and training on how to explain our
beliefs and attract others to Christ.

* Organize regular, well-planned
meetings like this congress that will
offer instruction, encouragement, and
social interaction, with travel assis-
tance.

* Help us to establish and maintain
viable Adventist student associations
where the number of students warrants
it, providing guidance and support.

* Assist us, as we approach gradu-
ation, in locating opportunities for
employment in Advendist institutions
and organizations where our talents
and degrees may be needed and useful.

During the closing ceremonies, the
participants were invited to commit
their minds to Christ and to share His
love with their friends and colleagues.

Benjamin Carballo and Arturo

King serve, respectively, as direc-
tors of the Youth Departments and
AMIiCUS coordinators in the South
and North Mexican Unions. Their
email address: bcvebe@hotmail.com
and lakgé4@hotmail.com.

Send us your
group’s report

Leaders of Adventist university student
associations are invited to send a brief
report of their group’s activities and one
or two digital photos for publication in
Dialogue. Include all relevant information
about the student group, describe its main
activities, challenges, and plans, and list the
name, position, and email address of the
report's author. Send them to Humberto
M. Rasi (h.rasi@adelphia.net) and to Esther
Rodriguez (rodrigueze@gc.adventist.org).
Thank you!
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LOGOS

Rumors of things unseen
The scientific juggernaut continues to
unvell a hidden infrastructure of nature.

by Regis Nicoll

“The Force is what gives a Jedi his

power. It surrounds us and penetrates us.

1t binds the galaxy rogether.”
—Obi-wan Kenobi

In 1977, George Lucas captured the
imagination of millions with his epic-
adventure, Star Wars. Mystic luminar-
ies, anthropomorphic androids, and
groundbreaking special effects served
to set this movie apart in the sci-fi
genre. But what left the most last-
ing impression in the minds of many
viewers was the light saber brandished
by Luke Skywalker in his mortal con-
tests with Darth Vader. Those mythic
conflicts fascinated audiences with the
rumor of an invisible Force of stagger-
ing potential—a source of energy that
permeated the entire cosmos, and yet
could be called upon by common folk
to fend off the forces of evil.

It all proved to be a perfect hook for
audiences brought up in the dawning
age of high technology and Western
mysticism. But could Lucas and com-
pany have communicated more truth
in their high-tech blockbuster than
they may have realized? We'll see.

“lake the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).*
Over 20 years after the initial Star
Wars episode, the astrophysics com-
munity stumbled on a startling revela-
tion. Ever since 1929, when Edwin
Hubble detected the redshift of light
emitted from distant stars, the outward
expansion of the universe had been a
well-established fact. But what stunned
researchers in the late 1990s were the
redshift measurements of supernovae
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revealing that the universe is not only
expanding, but accelerating! That
meant that galaxies and stars are reced-
ing from each other at an ever-increas-
ing rate. Scrambling to identify the
source of this phenomenon, physicists
dubbed it “dark energy” because of its

mysterious, unseen nature.

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen. For what is seen
is temporary, bur what is unseen is eter-
nal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).

Subsequent measurements revealed
that this invisible energy suffusing the
cosmos accounts for an amazing 70
percent of all the stuff in the universe.
If you add to that all of the dark mat-
ter in the universe—matter that is not
visible—then dark “stuff” makes up
95 percent of the known cosmos. The
unexpected appearance of dark energy,
and its implications for understanding
the universe, has led prominent physi-
cists like Lawrence Krauss, Ed Witten,
and Steven Weinberg to call this the
biggest question in all of physics. But
why so?

“The universe was formed at God’s com-
mand, so that what is seen was not made
out of what was visible” (Hebrews 11:3.)
Ask almost anyone what resides in
the dark vacuum of space, and they
will likely reply, “Nothing, of course!”
Likewise, in the scientific community
it was long believed that with the
exception of sparse collections of galax-
ies, stars, planets, and interstellar dust
and gas, the vast expanse of space was
empty—a vacuous wasteland devoid of
matter and energy. However, with the

advent of quantum theory and Albert
Einstein’s theory of gravity (general rel-
ativity), scientists began to realize that
space is not a vast region of emptiness
but—when included with time—a
four-dimensional fabric of the visible
universe.

“He wraps himself in light as with a gar-
ment; he stretches out the heavens like a
tent” (Psalm 104:2).

These revolutionary insights revealed
that, at the subatomic scale, space-time
is a gossamer-like structure, interwo-
ven with wildly undulating threads of
quantum energy in which tiny, exotic
particles are continuously popping
into and out of existence. At large
scales, the movements of galaxies and
stars create gravitational waves that
ripple throughout the cosmic fabric
according to Einstein’s formulation of
general relativity. These developments
all worked to reshape the long-held
notion of space as an inert void, to the
recognition of space as a tumultuous
ocean of activity. But of what, exactly,
did these cosmic waves consist?

“Do not I fill the heaven and earth?’
declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:24).

It is one of science’s great ironies
that Einstein modified his original the-
ory of general relativity by including a
small repulsive force to counteract the
attractive force of gravity. Einstein felt
this modification necessary because,
over large scales, the inward pull of
gravity would lead to the eventual col-
lapse of the universe and, as he and
everyone else “knew,” the universe
was eternal and unchanging. But with
the discoveries of stellar redshifts, uni-
verse expansion, and the “Big Bang,”
Einstein had to retract his modifica-
tion and, in doing so, called it his
“biggest blunder.” But this “blunder”
would re-emerge some 70 years later to
become a leading contender for dark
energy—the strange force behind cos-
mic expansion.

“He who created the heavens and
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stretched them out ... gives breath to its
people, and life to those who walk on it
(Isaiah 42:5).

That still left open the question of
what this mysterious energy is and
where it comes from. A top candidate,
for many theorists, is the rolling energy
of the quantum field that is thought to
be inherent in the cosmos, saturating
all of space. But that compounds our
dilemma with even more fundamental
questions: What is the origin of this
perpetual source of energy? And what
“engine” sustains it?

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory,
sustaining all things by his powerful
word” (Hebrews 1:3).

Another problem is that, according
to quantum field theory, the amount
of energy in one cubic centimeter
of “empty” space is more than that
contained in all of the matter of the
universe! (I guess Vader wasnt kidding
when he chided, “Don’t underesti-
mate the Force!” Talk about untapped
power!) Which brings up the next
question, why is the energy we observe
so much less than what is available?

“His glory covered the heavens... rays

Slashed from his hand, where his power
was hidden” (Habakkuk 3:3, 4).

Finally there is the “coincidence”
that energy and mactter are in just
the right amounts for the universe to
sit astride the dividing line between
eternal expansion and eventual col-
lapse. This has caused some researchers
to conclude that we live in a favored
place and epoch in history in which
the “just right” conditions for the
universe exist, and in which humans
can observe and discern many of the
mysteries of creation. But as physicist
Brian Greene warns, “[any answer
that] hinges its success on extremely
precise tunings of features for which
we lack fundamental explanation
makes most physicists recoil.”

“Why is that?” you ask. Because
it implies Someone on the “outside”
fiddling with the controls, which is
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strictly against the “rules” of scientific
materialism.

In the last days people will be “always
learning but never able to acknowledge
the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7).

Over the last 300 years scientists
have made tremendous strides in
describing the observable phenomena
of nature. But with each discovery
have come new questions that have
multiplied the mysteries we behold.
What is becoming increasingly clear,
however, is that the move from
description to explanation is beyond
the realm of scientific inquiry alone.
From the infinitesimal to the infinite,
the design and structure of nature
point inexorably to the wonders of
things unseen.

The scientific juggernaut continues
to unveil a hidden infrastructure of
nature. And with each new discovery,
evidence mounts for a supra-natural
fabric that not only supercharges and
animates the cosmos, but also holds
the ultimate answers about the uni-
verse and reality itself. Dark energy
is but the latest hint that there is
something not quite natural about
“Nature.”

Speaking for many investiga-
tors unsettled by this implication,
University of Chicago physicist
Michael Turner remarked, “Dark
energy holds the key to understanding
our destiny [and] could well be the
number one problem in all of physics
and astronomy.”

“Who has known the mind of the
Lord?”” (Romans 11:34).

Ever since our arrival on the set,
there’s been a nagging rumor going
around about things unseen; and of
Someone behind the stage curtain
tweaking the dials. And despite our
efforts to set that childish notion aside,
each twist of the plot seems to lead
back to the inevitable collision with
that rumor.

Regis Nicoll is a freelance writer
and a Wilberforce Forum Centurion.
Having worked as a nuclear engineer
and radiation health professional for
more than 30 years, Regis serves as
an elder, teacher, and men’s ministry
leader in the Collegedale Seventh-
day Adventist Church. He publishes
a weekly commentary to stimulate
thought on current issues from a
Christian perspective.To be placed
on this free e-mail distribution list,
email him at: centurion5 | @aol.com.

* All Bible texts in this article are quoted from the
New International Version.

For Further Reading:

The Fabric of the Cosmos, Brian Greene

A Brief History of Time, Stephen Hawking

Dark Energy and the New Cosmology,
Michael S. Turner: htep://supernova.lbl.
gov/ ~evlinder/turner.pdf

Dark Energy and the Preposterous Universe,
Sean M. Carroll: http://pancake.uchicago.
edu/~carroll/snapyellow.pdf

Questions That Plague Physicists: A
Conversation with Lawrence M. Krauss:
heep://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-
news/1178719/posts

Scientists Ponder the Problem With Gravity:
heep://www.msnbec.msn.com/id/6273955/

Let’s Talk!

Do you want to send a comment or a
question to Pastor Jan Paulsen, president
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church?
You can do it through a website:

http://www.letstalk.adventist.org

The website's goal is to foster com-
munication between young Adventists
around the world and the office of the
General Conference President.You'll also
find useful links and a searchable data-
base of questions and answers on many
topics at the same site. Check it out!
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VIEWPOINT

Thinking straight
in a crooked world

by Ron du Preez

The biblical lifestyle is not
based on changing human
thought-patterns, but on
principles rooted in God’s
revelation.

No one can deny the close link that
exists between thinking and action.
Says Proverbs 23:7 (NASB): “For as
he thinks within himself, so is he.”
Christian psychologist Gary Collins
agrees: “In large measure, how we
think with our minds determines
how we live.” This recognition of
the cause-effect relationship between
thinking and moral living must lead
us to reflect on various types of think-
ing that can and often do impact the
manner in which Christians relate to
various lifestyle concerns.

Genetic-origin hypotheses

In a 1994 article, entitled “Our
Cheating Hearts,” Time magazine
noted that, according to evolutionary
psychologists, “it is ‘natural” for both
men and women—at some times, and
under some circumstances—to com-
mit adultery.” The article argued that
humans are genetically predisposed or
programmed to be unfaithful to a mar-
riage partner. If this is so, then how
can one be held responsible for one’s
actions? After all, this desire for infi-
delity is not really a matter of personal
choice; it is really of genetic origin.
Such types of genetic-origin perspec-
tives are becoming more and more
popular, justifying various behaviors
that were once considered immoral.

However, “How can evolution-
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ary psychologists be so sure?” Zime
answered its own question: “In part,
their faith rests on the whole data base
of evolutionary biology.” That appears
to be the crucial issue—faith!

While it is indeed true that human
beings are born with sinful natures,
and each one of us has certain sinful
tendencies and predispositions, the
question is: In what or in whom do we
place our “faith”? Do we put our faith
in evolutionary hypotheses? Or, do we
place our faith in the God of the Bible,
who is willing and indeed able to
make us into new creatures in Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17)? Do we believe in
the spurious speculation that our genes
determine how we live our lives? Or,
do we believe in the power of the gos-
pel to transform the one who accepts
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16)?

More and more scientists do recognize
the truth that, while genes contribute to
personality traits, they do not entirely
determine them or dictate what we
choose to do. As John Ratey, a neuropsy-
chiatrist at Harvard University, recently
put it: “Genes do not make a man gay,
or violent, or fat, or a leader. Genes
merely make proteins....We humans are
not prisoners of our genes or our envi-
ronment. We have free will.””

In brief, we are born in sin, yes; we
are prone to do evil, yes; but, we have
the power of choice to do that which
is good; to be “overcomers” through
God’s Spirit (see Revelation 2:7, 11,
17, 26; 21:7; etc.).

Mechanical-protection
philosophy

A second approach to some human
quandaries is the philosophy that

advocates mechanical protection as

the best option. According to the
December 2004 United Nations report
on AIDS, about 40 million people

are currently living with HIV/AIDS.*
And about 20 million have died of the
disease.

In the year 2002, about 3.1 million
people died of AIDS worldwide; 2.3
million of these deaths occurred in
sub-Saharan Africa. Some years before
this report came out, one African
country decided to promote the use of
condoms and provide them to many
institutions. In fact, the government
urged every church, including Seventh-
day Adventist congregations, to display
condoms in the foyer and to distribute
them to their members in a desperate
bid to defeat this dreaded and deadly
disease. An Adventist pastor from that
country asked me, “What should I
do? The government wants me to do
this.” In such a situation, what should
Adventists do? What is the compas-
sionate, Christ-centered, scriptural
approach to this issue?

Dr. Harvy Elder of Loma Linda
University, who is actively involved
on the issue of AIDS, including pre-
ventive measures, notes the follow-
ing case study of Uganda. Starting in
1986, nationwide education sought
to change moral behavior in coopera-
tion with the religious community,
schools, and the military. These all
promoted abstinence until marriage
and then faithfulness within marriage.
Testing and intervention methods were
improved. The results were phenom-
enal. Sexual activity among boys 13-16
years old declined from 60 percent
to 5 percent, and among girls of the
same age group the drop was from 24
percent to 2 percent. Male virginity
from 15-19 years of age increased from
32 percent to 55 percent, while female
virginity increased from 38 percent
to 45 percent. Premarital sex by men
declined from 60 percent to 23 per-
cent, while premarital sex by women
declined 53 percent to 16 percent.
Men with more than one sex partner
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declined from 86 percent to 29 per-
cent; and women with more than one
partner from 75 percent to 7 percent.

Later, after these major declines,
condoms were introduced. Thus, in
the late 1990s, with increased empha-
sis on mechanical protection, there was
decline in self-control, with increasing
numbers of partners and increasing
HIV rates.’

Similarly, since the “True Love
Waits” abstinence movement arrived
on the scene in the United States in
1993, “rates of teenage sexual activity,
pregnancies, diseases and abortions
have fallen for 12 unbroken years,”
notes Erin Curry. Put simply, “young
people who pledge virginity until mar-
riage have lower rates of STDs [sexu-
ally transmitted diseases] and engage in
fewer risky sexual behaviors.”

Now, it may be true that some who
use condoms for pre-marital or extra-
marital sex may be “protected” from
some physical harm—from AIDS,
unwanted pregnancies, etc. But this
type of activity does not protect one
from emotional, psychological, spiritu-
al, and moral devastation. Anyone who
is acquainted with the Bible realizes
that the human is an integrated being,.

As committed Adventists, we need
to say to any who may be tempted
to use condoms for extramarital sex:
“We know that the secular world
alleges that you can protect yourself
mechanically through condoms when
indulging in sexual promiscuity; but,
remember that the body is an inte-
grated whole. Indeed, it is classified
as ‘the temple of the Holy Spirit’ (1
Corinthians 6:19, NKJV). Don’t fall
for the falsehoods of this fallen world.
Live the biblical way.”

While it is true that HIV/AIDS can
be contracted through dirty needles,
blood transfusions, rape, etc., that
is not the point of discussion in this
article. The issue being considered here
is the danger of secular thinking pat-
terns that promote unbiblical lifestyle

choices. Sadly, many innocent babies
also get HIV/AIDS during birth or
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breast-feeding; others may contract
it through abusive relationships. All,
however, need to be treated with true
Christlike compassion, as chidren of
God, and not shunned simply due to
having HIV/AIDS.

G. C. Berkouwer, noted theologian,
puts it this way: “The Biblical view of
man, shows him to us in an impressive
diversity, but...it never loses sight of
the uniry of the whole man.”” Medical
and social scientists have confirmed
that there is an integral relationship
between mind and body. Since human
beings are made in the image of God,
we are to reflect that image in every-
thing we do.

Politically-correct terminology

A third attempt to escape from
tough issues is to hide beneath the
sinking sand of political correctness.
In mid-2002 a CNN news report
discussed the financial scandals involv-
ing United States companies Enron
and WorldCom. When CNN reporter
Wolf Blitzer called the accounting
problems “fuzzy math,” the guest being
interviewed immediately disagreed, say-
ing: “It is out and out fraud!”

It is indeed interesting to observe
how language has changed. No longer
is promiscuity called “fornication”; it
is “being sexually active.” “Prostitutes”
are classified as “commercial sex work-
ers.” When innocent civilians are
“killed” during war, it is called “col-
lateral damage.” Homosexuality, once
categorized as “deviant behavior,” is
simply an “alternative lifestyle.”

This type of manipulation of ter-
minology can be seen even within
the Christian community, where,
for example, deliberate deception is
referred to as “a diversionary tactic,”
an “imaginative strategy,” a “playful
trick,” or “a very practical solution.”
Whatever happened to the challenge
to call a spade a spade? A renowned
Christian writer summons us to
“call sin by its right name. Declare
what God has said in regard to lying,
Sabbathbreaking, stealing, idolatry,

and every other evil.”

Isaiah 5:20 warns: “Woe to those
who call evil good, and good evil”
(NKJV). In place of the word “woe”
some Bible translations use the term
“cursed” or “destruction to.” This
word woe in the Hebrew language is
often used in connection with funeral
laments. The New English Translation
actually says, “Those who call good
evil are as good as dead.”

Be careful of politically correct
perspectives. Why? Because many
user-friendly terms tend to minimize
the evil of certain practices, and make
it more difficult for people to see the
true sinfulness of these actions and
therefore make it more difficult to see
the need of a Savior.

The summons is to declare defini-
tively “right” what God calls right, and
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“wrong” what God calls wrong, but to
do so in a compassionate, Christlike
spirit, so that people will see the need
of a Savior. Then they will turn to
Christ, and He will offer them the for-
giveness and the cleansing as stated in
1 John 1:9 (NKJV): “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

Non-judgmental accommodation

Finally, the concern of biblical stan-
dards is wished away by appealing
to non-judgmental accommodation.
Many Adventists are painfully aware
of the cascade of questions concerning
lifestyle issues that have been arising
among us—challenges ranging from
substance abuse, to sexual behavior,
to Sabbath observance. Admittedly,
there are some who believe that the
Adventist Church and its institutions,
including its schools, should be more
“open” and “accepting” and should
“keep up with the times,” meaning we
should relax our position on certain
church standards such as dancing, the
use of ornamental jewelry, etc.

Indeed, an Adventist social scientist
says that “it seems almost certain” that
the prohibition of ornamental jewelry
“will not hold in the near future of the
church.” In fact, a volume published
in the year 2001 on Adventist lifestyle
issues, warns that “if we continue
taking a hard-line, unbending stand
regarding less morally defined issues
such as [ornamental] jewelry,...we can
expect to continue seeing them [i.e.,
the youth] leave our church, many of
them never to return.”"

While such dire predictions may
sound dismally perplexing, amazingly,
carefully researched historical trends,
at least in the United States, prove
precisely the opposite! Referring to the
book Acts of Faith, published in the
year 2000, Adventist sociologist Edwin
Hernandez notes: “Recent research
shows that as mainline denominations
relaxed their traditional observance of

the [Sunday] Sabbath and other time-
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consuming practices, members were
deprived of the benefits of belong-

ing to such a religion—the distinc-
tive sense of identity and communal
belonging. This situation led to a con-
tinuing precipitous pattern of mem-
bership decline. Between 1960 and
1990, the following mainline denomi-
nations had significant membership
decline: [United] Methodists—39 per-
cent; [United] Presbyterians—34 per-
cent; [American Baptists—50 percent];
United Church of Christ—48 percent;
and Episcopalians—46 percent.”

On average, these five mainline
churches declined 43 percent, as they
became more accommodating and
more tolerant by relaxing their lifestyle
standards. “Will relaxing the [lifestyle]
standards [of the Adventist Church] in
order to make them more reasonable
and palatable—thus less costly—to
modern sensibilities lead to a more
vibrant faith?” asks Hernandez. He cor-
rectly concludes, based on the consider-
able evidence from the study of other
Protestant denominations that have
done this, that the results of lowering
standards are indeed “devastating.”

Even before the above scientific
analysis was done, Methodist preacher
Dean Kelley wrote Why Conservative
Churches Are Growing.”® A decade later,
in 1982, Kelley was invited to pres-
ent a paper at Andrews University, on
essentially the same issue. He opened
his remarks with: “It’s a little ironic, I
think, that somebody from one of the
declining churches should come to talk
about church growth to a body that is
growing at very significant, precisely
consistent rates.” Later in his presenta-
tion Kelley made the following tongue-
in-cheek observation: “If Adventists
want to stop growing and begin declin-
ing like everybody else, all they have to
do is emphasize that abstinence from
alcohol, tobacco, and caffeine isn’t
really essential to Salvation. Decide
that vegetarianism isn’t actually all that
important, and foot washing is a little
tacky....Recognize that...tithing, like
the requirements already mentioned,

can be a form of righteousness by works.
And (I am almost unable to mention
this) introduce the idea that one can wor-
ship as well on Sunday as on Saturday!”"

In simple terms, Kelley was saying: “If
you want your church to die, then get
rid of your standards and be just like the
rest of us.”

There are some who say, “Oh, but
you cannot prove the Adventist posi-
tion on jewelry from Scripture.” Angel
Rodriguez has done a painstaking
analysis on the whole issue of jewelry
in Scripture. Notice his basic summary:
“The Adventist standard of jewelry is
supported by contextual analysis of the
biblical texts.”"

But our standards must always be
Christ-centered. Peter speaks about our
“good conduct in Christ” (1 Peter 3:16,
NKJV), or as the NIV puts it: “good
behavior in Christ.” The NET states
that others will “see what a good life
you live because you belong to Christ.”
Christ-centered church standards—that
is, “godly living”—thus translates into
positive witnessing opportunities. The
way we live our lives will be a living tes-
timony that naturally attracts people to
Jesus Christ.

We must uphold Bible-based, Christ-
centered standards. Otherwise, based
upon the clear evidence from other
churches that have abandoned Christian
standards, our church will die. If we
become like the world, there will be no
reason for others to join us, because we
will be just like the world.

Yes, let’s be open—open to the Holy
Spirit, open to the Word, but not to
worldly ways.

A personal challenge

We have considered a few examples
of secular thought patterns that are
afloat, affecting the lifestyle choices and
moral behavior of some believers. In
Colossians 2:8 (NIV), Paul cautions:
“See to it that no one takes you captive
through hollow and deceptive philoso-
phy, which depends on human tradi-

Continued on page 34
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OPEN FORUM

Burial or cremation?

One of the older members of our family
told us that, when he dies, he wishes to
be cremated, not buried. This request
has caused considerable discussion among
us. We're all Christians. Does the Bible
provide any guidance on this sensitive
subject?

Seventh-day Adventists have never
taken a position on cremation because
our biblical understanding of death
and resurrection makes the matter
not significant (see Job 19:27; Daniel
12:2; Luke 24:39). Contrary to the
idea of separable soul and body, we
note that humans appear with a physi-
cal existence both before death and in
resurrection. The God who created us
in the beginning is equally capable of
re-creating us from ashes of incinera-
tion or from dust that results from
slow decay. All things organic return to
their basic elements, the real difference
being only in how long it takes.

In fact, we do not hold that in the
resurrection the new person will be
composed of the same cells and atoms
of which the body was previously
formed. Cells die and atoms disperse.
And restoring the person is not a mat-
ter of collection and reassembly of
atoms, but of expressing the creative
power of God, whatever atoms are
involved (Psalm 104:29, 30). We know
that every living person is a conduit
for new atoms entering and old ones
dispersing, so to a large degree any
person will be composed in 10 years
of an almost entirely different set of
atoms.

The person who dies remains in the
mind of God, and through His cre-
ative power, He will restore life as He
wishes, even a new body untouched
by the power of sin (1 Corinthians
15:52). The Creator is not dependent
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on previously existing components in
the resurrection.

Some have used Amos 2:1 to
oppose the practice of cremation. The
prophet states that God is angered
against Moab “‘because he burned, as
if to lime, the bones of Edom’s king™
(NIV). The main interpretational
problem in this text is the phrase, “as
if to lime,” which in Hebrew literally
reads “to lime.” The noun sid does not
mean “ashes” but “lime.” Lime was
used to plaster walls and stones. Some
have suggested that in this particular
case, the bones were burned or calci-
nated to obtain lime. Be that as it may,
it is clear that Moab is being reproved
because of its scornful treatment of
human remains. Therefore, the proph-
et is addressing an act of hatred and
severe vindictiveness that resulted in
the devaluation of human dignity. This
was not what we would call cremation.

Cremation, propetly speaking, could
be a pious act. 1 Samuel 31:11-13
relates how the Israelites took the body
of Saul and his sons “from the wall of
Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where
they burned them” (NIV). This was
not an act of vengeance but a proper
way of ending the humiliation of a
human corpse, the remains of the first
king of Israel.

For some Christians, the matter of
burial rather than cremation is impor-
tant. They note that cremation is fol-
lowed in countries such as India and
China, whose predominant worldview
is not Christian. As a matter of fact,
these overpopulated countries long
ago confronted the diversion of scarce
fertile land to cemeteries, imbed-
ding into their religion a tradition of
burning, understood in terms of the
purifying power of fire. Scientifically,

we see advantages in the prevention

of infection this method provides. It
is true that in Jewish tradition, the
dead consistently were buried, a cus-
tom written into Catholic canon law
and thus perpetuated in the Christian
community. But when measured by
our understanding of how God works,
something like burning would create
no problem.

Today approximately 50 percent
of those who die in the United States
are cremated, mostly because of the
comparatively high expense involved
in burial. Cremation can cost only 10
percent of what a full burial funeral
would require. Adventists allow mem-
bers to follow their conscience in this
matter, and for the reasons cited above
are not likely to take an official church
position on it.

George W Reid (Th. D., Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary)
served for 20 years as director of
the Biblical Research Institute of the
General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists. Now retired, he contin-
ues to lecture and to write. Email
address: missiontvi@juno.com

Free CD
Sampler!

Contemporary Adventist music from
all over the world—KALEIDOSCQPE.
To receive your free copy, courtesy of the
Collegiate Quarterly, email your name and
postal address to cq@gc.adventistorg. In the
subject line of your message, indicate: “Free
CD Sampler” Hurry while supply lasts!
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BOOKS

W Systematic Theology:

Prolegomena

by Norman R. Gulley (Berrien Springs,
Michigan: Andrews University Press,
2003; 840 pp.; hardbound).

Systematic Theology
Prolegomena

Reviewed by Denis Fortin

Norman R. Gulley

At last, a work on systematic theology by an Adventist
scholar! A historic milepost in Adventist scholarship, this
massive work will find its unique place in theological under-
standing and will fill a long-felt void among Adventist and
non-Adventist students of theology.

Any study of theology begins with certain philosophical
assumptions and presuppositions. The work of Norman
Gulley, research professor of systematic theology at
Southern Adventist University in Collegedale, Tennessee, is
no exception. In this first volume of his Systematic Theology
the author explores these assumptions and presuppositions.
Prolegomena is the study of the “first things” of theol-
ogy, the philosophical and biblical principles that one uses
consciously or subconsciously in order to construct a sys-
tem of doctrines. Although a study of prolegomena is not
something familiar for Adventists, since philosophy is not a
strong point for most of us, it can nonetheless be a reward-
ing and faith-affirming experience. In fact, as Gulley amply
demonstrates, Adventists have a lot to contribute to the
study of theological prolegomena.

In Prolegomena, Gulley argues that the foundational
principles for the study of the Bible should be limited to
those given in the Bible and that non-biblical philosophical
concepts and worldviews should not be allowed to deter-
mine how one is to understand who God is, how the world
was created, or what is the essence of human life. Gulley’s
foundational principle is sola scriptura, and this leads him
to reject the Greek philosophical worldview of the first
principle or the universal mind and to accept the biblical
wortldview of the cosmic controversy between good and evil.
This biblical worldview forms the basis on which Gulley
constructs his systematic theology (xxiii).

Prolegomena is divided into 15 chapters. The first few
chapters deal with a discussion of major philosophers and
scientists and how their ideas and movements shaped theol-
ogy through the centuries. Gulley then moves on to discuss
how he views the Bible as the foundation of a systematic
theology. But the major part of this volume is dedicated
to a study of God’s revelation of Himself in nature and in
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the Scriptures, biblical inspiration, the trustworthiness and
authority of the Bible, the biblical worldview, and biblical
hermeneutics.

Gulley’s work is a valuable contribution to the study of
theology and brings together a vast amount of information
and knowledge. Whether he discusses the impact of Kant’s
philosophy on theology, Calvin’s ideas on the doctrine of
biblical inerrancy, or Gregory Boyd’s contribution to a cos-
mic warfare theodicy, his command of theological ideas and
movements, whether old or new, and how they are inter-
related to each other is impressive. But what is even more
valuable is Gulley’s critique of these ideas in relationship to
the biblical norm.

Any earnest student of theology will benefit from reading
this book. However, I believe, only those who already have
a basic knowledge of theological and philosophical ideas
and movements will be able to truly appreciate its value
because the book often assumes that the reader understands
the importance of the ideas discussed. Prolegomena is not
primarily an exposition of biblical teaching on the doctrines
it touches on; rather, it is a theological discussion of various
ideas proposed by philosophers and theologians, and it is in
dialogue with these ideas that Gulley constructs his under-
standing of the sole relevance and authority of the Bible in
doing theology.

The work is done well, and leaves one anticipating the
arrival of future volumes.

Denis Fortin (Ph.D., Universite Laval) is professor
of theology at Andrews University, Berrien Springs,
Michigan. His email: fortind@andrews.edu.

Questions on Doctrine,
Notes with historical and theological

Q}ggg%lgg introduction by George R. Knight
= (Berrien Springs, Michigan: Andrews

University Press, 2003; 597 pp.;
hardcover).

Reviewed by Nancy Vyhmeister

ANNOTATED EDITION

A new Questions on Doctrine? | was familiar with the
1957 edition. Its main authors, L. E. Froom and R. A.
Anderson, were family friends, and my adolescent mind
had been stimulated by their presentations and talk around
the family table. In the early 1960s, my husband had used
the book as a textbook/reference for his Adventist theology
classes at River Plate College, Argentina. But then, the book
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had gone out of print—something about its not being true
to Seventh-day Adventist thinking. Knight’s annotated edi-
tion gives the full story.

The old Questions on Doctrine (QOD) was the product
of a series of conferences between Adventist and Protestant
scholars. It was intended to answer questions raised by
evangelicals with dispensational leanings regarding sup-
posedly “un-Christian” Advendist beliefs. Knight tells the
story in his “Historical and Theological Introduction to
the Annotated Edition” (pp. xiii-xxxvi). In essence, Froom
and Anderson defended the Adventist position in language
understandable to their opponents and yet acceptable to
Adventists in general. To do this, they included quotations
from other Christian authors who shared their position.
One author they did not include was M. L. Andreasen, a
prolific and influential Adventist scholar and writer of the
1930s and 1940s. His views were clear and strong, quite
well accepted in Adventism and different from those of
Froom and Anderson, especially on two items: the atone-
ment and the human nature of Christ. Possibly to ingratiate
themselves with the Protestants whom they were addressing,
the authors of QOD relegated those who held Andreasen’s
views to the fringes of the church’s mainstream, while
the Protestants declared Adventists to be true Christians.
Andreasen dissented loudly, making peace with the authors
only days before his death in 1962.

The question of the atonement was more semantic than
real. QOD makes the sacrifice complete on the cross, while
Andreasen insisted on the aronement being completed in the
sanctuary. Knight points out that both are right.

The question of the human nature of Christ was more dif-
ficult. Andreasen felt the authors of QOD had betrayed the
church by not insisting that Christ was born with the post-
Fall, sinful nature of human beings. He insisted that this was
the traditional Adventist position, and QOD had erred in
assigning to Christ a pre-Fall human nature. Knight is prob-
ably right in saying that QOD changed Adventist theology
by creating “what appear to be permanently warring factions
within the denomination” (p. v) on this subject.

Beyond the fascinating historical background of QOD,
Knight spends most of his note space on the two issues
noted above. On the human nature of Christ, Knight
analyzes the topic (pp. 516-526) and presents in full (pp.
532-547) the revised version of Appendix B of QOD,
consisting mostly of Ellen White quotations, which were
published in Ministry magazine in 1972, to clarify the issue.
An important difference between the two was that QOD’s
heading, “Took Sinless Human Nature” (p. 516), became
“In Taking Human Nature Christ Did Not Participate in
Its Sin or Propensity to Evil” (p. 537). Knight adds the 27
Fundamental Beliefs (pp. 9-17) and presents a list of rep-
resentative Adventist theological writings since the time of

QOD (pp. 498-504).
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The text of the old QOD appears in full, with the origi-
nal paging marked in it. All of Knight’s notes, historical
or theological, are added in shadowed boxes, clearly dis-
tinguishing them from the original text. As usual, Knight’s
clarity of thought and facility of pen provide captivating
and informative reading.

Those who have an interest in the history of Seventh-day
Adventist doctrines, whether they have read Questions on
Doctrine before or not, will profit from reading this book.

Nancy Jean Vyhmeister (Ed.D.,Andrews University) is a
retired seminary professor and editor, currently living in
Yucaipa, California. Her email is vyhmeist@andrews.edu.

Revelation of Jesus Christ

by Ranko Stefanovic, (Berrien Springs,
Michigan: Andrews University Press,
2002; 654 pp; hardbound).

Reviewed by Gerhard Pfandl

REVELATION
OF JESUS CHRIST

RANKO STEFANOVIC

Ranko Stefanovic is an associate professor of New
Testament at Andrews University. His commentary on the
Book of Revelation is a serious attempt to explain in-depth
the text of the book from an Adventist perspective. As is
common to scholarly works, the lengthy introduction (50
pages) deals with authorship, place and date of writing, and
provides guidelines for interpreting the book. The introduc-
tion also has a section on the symbolic nature of the book
and deals quite extensively with the literary arrangement of
Revelation.

Apart from the prologue (1:1-8) and the epilogue (22:6-
21), Stefanovic divides the book into three parts: The
messages to the seven churches (1:9-3:22); the opening of
the sealed scroll (4:1-11:19), and the content of the seven-
sealed scroll (12:1-22:5). The seven-sealed scroll plays a
major role in Stefanovic’s understanding of the book. He
compares it with the book of the covenant that was stored
next to the Ark of the Covenant (Deuteronomy 31:24-26)
and says, “Only a portion of the sealed scroll was revealed
to John in Revelation 10 in the symbolic form of the little
scroll. John now [chaps. 12-22] passes on to the churches
the contents of the sealed scroll that were disclosed to him”
(p. 367).

The analysis of each section begins with the author’s own

Continued on page 34
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FIRST PERSON

Decision time

by George Javor

Do I sit on the fence indefi-
nitely, or do | commit to be
a follower of Jesus? | made
my choice.

Every time I hear the majestic,
measured notes of the song, “Once
to every man and nation comes the
moment to decide,” I remember the
time when I came to such a point in
my life. It was in my second year of
graduate school that I decided to visit
the New York Center Seventh-day
Adventist church, located on West
46th Street, just off Times Square.

It had been many years since I
went to church. In the seven years
since arriving in the United States
as a Hungarian refugee, I had been
completely absorbed in finishing

Free subscription
for your college
or university
library!

Do you wish to see Dialogue available in
the library of your public college or univer-
sity so that your non-Adventist friends may
also have access to the journal? Contact
the librarian, show him or her a copy of
the journal, and suggest that they request
a free subscription to Dialogue, writing on
an official institutional paper. We will take
care of the restl

The letter should be addressed to:
Dialogue Editor-in-Chief; 12501 Old
Columbia Pike; Silver Spring, Maryland
20904; US.A.
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high school, progressing through a
brutally difficult chemistry program

at an “ivy league” university, working
part time during the school year and
full time through the summers. The
biochemistry department at Columbia
University’s Presbyterian Medical
Center admitted me into their Ph.D.
program. The department gave me

a stipend to live on and now, having
just passed my written comprehensive
examinations, all that was left to get
my doctorate was to study in depth
how Escherichia coli regulated its syn-
thesis of ribonucleic acids. A mere few
happy years in the laboratory, followed
by writing a dissertation.

With a doctoral degree in sight,

I felt liberated from the pressure of
uncertainty. I began thinking about
what I would do after receiving the
doctorate. What mattered most was
not so much what I would actually be
doing later on, but what kind of a per-
son I would become.

At the core of my concern was my
relationship with the Lord. Since my
early youth back in Hungary, I knew
that there was a loving and caring
God, who is the Creator and the Lord
of everything. In the back of my mind,
I always assumed that the Lord was
watching and taking care of me, and
this notion gave me a sense of security.
But during the turbulent seven years
since coming to the United States, I
had repeatedly deviated from practices
in which I was brought up. I began to
wonder if it was right for me to expect
the Lord’s friendship without any
reciprocation on my part.

* Xk ok

I was born into a Jewish family in
Hungary, right smack at the early
phase of World War II. Not an aus-

picious time or place to make one’s
appearance in the world. My father
was not particularly religious, but

he had very strong feelings about his
Jewish identity. My mother tells me
that once he discovered a Christian
Bible in her possession, a gift from one
of her Jewish-Adventist friends. My
father reportedly threw a tantrum and
tore the Bible to pieces in front of my
mother.

Along with all able-bodied Jewish
men, my father was conscripted by
the Hungarian Army into labor bat-
talions, a workforce for heavy manual
field labor. These defenseless men
were taken to the Russian front to
build roads, bridges, dig trenches,
and do whatever was asked of them.
Shortly after the Russians trounced
the German-led coalition in 1942, my
mother received notice that my father
had disappeared in the vicinity of the
city of Kursk. That was the last we
heard of him.

In Budapest, all Jews were required
to wear the yellow Star of David on
their outer garments, so that they
could be singled out of the general
population. This was the first step
toward the extermination of my race.
My mother somehow obtained false
identification papers, which stated that
our family name was “Krecsmarik”
(instead of “Schwartz,” our real name)
and that we came to Budapest, run-
ning from the advancing Russian
Army. Obviously, we did not wear the
Star of David.

After the war, my mother changed
our family name from “Schwartz” to
“Javor.” This was done to gain relief
from the endemic anti-Semitism of
the society of that time, as all Jews in
Hungary had family names of German
origin. In contrast, “Javor” (a Slavic
name) provided a measure of protec-
tion.

Budapest was bombed by the Allies,
and everyone lived in bomb shelters.
These were large, dimly lit moldy-
smelling rooms in the basements of
apartment houses, where everyone
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stayed except when the “all clear” sig-
nal was given. Here I would be playing
with boys of my age when one of them
would ask me my name. I would run
to my mother, calling out to her quite
loudly “Mother, what's my name?”
Naturally, we would have to move to
another shelter where no one knew

us, until a similar episode occurred.
During this period, my mother joined
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Her friendship with two Jewish-
Adventist ladies was decisive in this
step, and she felt safe in her newfound
Christian fellowship. After the war, my
mother continued to attend church.
Every Sabbath, she and I would go to
number 13 Szekely Bertalan Street,

the “A” meetinghouse, where the
largest Adventist church in Budapest
was located. At that time, elementary
schools were in session on Saturdays,
and students were required to attend.
However, we went to church instead.

In the lower grades, my mother
worked it out with my homeroom
teacher that, for a small fee, he would
tutor me in the afternoons on the
missed material. Later, in the upper
grades, I was simply marked absent
for Saturdays, but no one troubled us
about it, possibly because I was getting
excellent marks.

At the church, I would attend the
children’s Sabbath school and then sit
through what to me seemed intermi-
nably long sermons. Indeed, in those
days, a minister did not bother to get
behind the pulpit if he did not hold
onto it for a solid hour. Likewise, the
prayers went on for long periods, to
the detriment of my knees.

But there were also high points.
There was the choir’s rendition of
famous pieces by the Hungarian
composer Zoltan Kodaly, with the
composer sitting in the audience. I
watched this white-haired music icon,
as he listened to the music with his
eyes closed.

I also enjoyed the slide shows, where
colored slides were projected onto the
front wall of the auditorium. One

DIALOGUE 173 2005

particular slide, the coming of Jesus on
the clouds surrounded by angels, made
a deep impression on me.

Sundays frequently found me in the
hills of Budapest with my friends from
the church. In the summer we hiked
and played ball, and in the winter we
sled down the snowy slopes, half freez-
ing to death. We also went on extend-
ed bicycle excursions, which sometimes
involved even overnight camping. All
this came to an abrupt halt when I left
Hungary for the West in the aftermath
of the Hungarian revolution of 1956.

X ok >k

The New York Center Adventist
Church had a very nice auditorium
with a stage and comfortable chairs.
The minister, J. Reynolds Hoffmann,
gave remarkably penetrating talks,
which kept me coming back for more.
The church members were friendly
and the young people invited me
to join in their activities. Over the
months, I began to feel more and
more comfortable coming to church.

Then it hit me. I have known all
my life the truths of the Bible. But
they were a set of propositions that
I kept at arm’s length. Even though
I accepted them intellectually, they
were not impacting my life. The text
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also
before my father which is in heaven”
(Matthew 10:32, KJV) came to mind
very forcefully. I felt that the time had
come for me to decide. Do I sit on
the fence indefinitely, or do I commit
to be a follower of Jesus? I made my
choice.

Pastor Hoffman baptized me in
1964. From that point, all my impor-
tant decisions were made from the
perspective of a follower of Jesus. 1
ordered my professional and social life
to be in harmony with my confession
of faith. I chose to associate with other
young people who would assist me in
my faith journey.

In those years, Adventist young
people were organized into Missionary
Volunteer Societies, and I was given

the task of leading the local group. A
lovely young woman was chosen as
the assistant leader. Working together,
Shirley and I became close friends,
and shortly before receiving my Ph.D.
degree, we married. Thirty-cight years
later, I am still convinced that this was
among the best choices I have ever
made.

From New York we moved to
Andrews University, where I joined the
chemistry department. There our two
sons were born. Now one is an electri-
cal engineer and the other a physician.
Each has found a lovely wife, welcome
additions to our family.

While still in graduate school, I was
able to bring my mother to New York
to live with me. Although she has not
been able to rid herself completely of
the demons of World War II, time and
the peaceful surroundings have been
therapeutic. As she is approaching her
98th birthday, I am reminded that her
bravery in World War II and her deci-
sion to become a Christian were two
of the most decisive factors of my life.
Those of us who are blessed with lov-
ing mothers have an easier time sens-
ing God’s love for humanity.

When the Spirit prompts us to make
potentially life-changing decisions, we
may not be in a position to under-
stand the consequences of our choice.
But we may be certain, that He, who
speaks to our hearts, has our best long-
term interest in mind. Happy is the
person who hears and responds to His
loving promptings.

George T. Javor (Ph.D., Columbia
University) teaches and does
research in the Department of
Biochemistry, Loma Linda University
School of Medicine, Loma Linda,
California. Email: g.javor@llu.edu
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Thinking straight

Continued from page 28.

tion and the basic principles of this
world rather than on Christ.” That is
the basic choice all must face: Human
tradition or Jesus Christ? So, as Paul
challenges: “Examine yourselves, to
see whether you are in the faith” (2
Corinthians 13:5, ESV).

The Scripture summons us: “Do not
be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind” (Romans 12:2, NKJV). For, as
we have the mind of Christ developed
in us, God will work through our
transformed lives, to attract others to

Jesus Christ.

Ron du Preez (D.Min., Andrews
University; Th.D., Theological Ethics,
University of South Africa) is a pas-
tor in the Michigan Conference.
Previously he has taught at
Southern Adventist University in
Tennessee, and has been a mis-
sionary in the Far East and in
Africa. He can be contacted at
faithethics@yahoo.com or by mail
at PO. Box 407, Berrien Springs,
Michigan 49103, US.A.
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13. See Dean M. Kelley, Why Conservative Churches
Are Growing: A Study in Sociology of Religion
(New York: Harper & Row, 1972).

14. Dean M. Kelley, “How Adventism Can Stop
Growing,” Adventists Affirm (Spring 1991), p.
48.

15. Angel Manuel Rodriguez, Jewelry in the
Bible: What You Ahways Wanted to Know but
Were Afraid to Ask (Silver Spring, Maryland:
Ministerial Association, General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists), p. 110.

N

oo}

1

—

Revelation

Continued from page 3|1

translation of the Greek text, followed
by notes, including scholarly discus-
sions on key words and phrases. The
verse-by-verse exposition of each chap-
ter is rounded out by a concluding
“retrospect” section which summarizes

the findings and explains the relation-
ship each chapter has to what follows.

Adventist and non-Adventist readers
will greatly benefit from the insights
this commentary provides on the
text of Revelation. However, many
Adventist readers will be disappointed
by some of the conclusions Stefanovic
reaches in his interpretation, and by
the fact that some traditional Adventist
interpretations are missing. For exam-
ple, Stefanovic believes that the “Lord’s
day” in 1:10 is the eschatological day
of the Lord (p. 93) rather than the
Sabbath day as Seventh-day Adventists
have traditionally held. In the inter-
pretation of the 1260 days and 42
months, Stefanovic applies this pro-
phetic time period of 1260 years to the
persecution of God’s people during the
Middle Ages without “being dogmatic
about precise date-fixings in church
history” (p. 338). Readers, therefore,
will not find the traditional Adventist
dates 538 A.D. or 1798 A.D. in the
book. Neither will they find a clear
statement that the sea beast in 13:1 is
the papacy, though there are several
references to the “political-religious”
or “Medieval ecclesiastical power” (pp.
407, 411, 412). The land beast, how-
ever, is clearly identified as the United
States (p. 423), with the caveat that
“the full disclosure of the meaning of
the land monster still awaits us” (p.
424).

Despite some interpretative weak-
nesses, Stefanovic’s volume fills a long-
standing need for a good in-depth
Adventist commentary on Revelation.
It will help those who are serious in
their endeavor to understand the Book
of Revelation.

Gerhard Pfandl (Ph.D.,Andrews
University) is an associate director
of the Biblical Research Institute
of the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists, Silver
Spring, Maryland. His email address
is pfandlg@gc.adventist.org.
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Some threw their darts with such

force that their targets ripped

The target

Professor Smith was known for his imaginative and

memorable lessons in his Christian Doctrines course.
One student, Jessica, remembers vividly what happened

one morning early in the semester.

As she walked into the classroom, she knew it would be
an interesting class. On the wall was a big cardboard
target, complete with a bull's eye, and many darts sat on

a nearby desk.

Dr. Smith finished his exposition, and gave each of the
students a blank piece of paper on which they were to
draw a sketch of someone they detested or who had
made them very angry. Once they finished, he would
allow them to throw three darts at the person's picture.

That was the quiz for the day.

One of Jessica's classmates drew a picture of a girl who
had stolen her boyfriend. Another student sketched his
younger brother, who always managed to embarrass him
in public. Jessica drew the face of Annie, a former friend
who had lied to her repeatedly. She put a great deal of
detail into her drawing, including pimples and warts on

her face. Jessica was quite pleased with the overall effect

she had achieved.

The class lined up and, one by one, each student taped
the picture to the target and threw darts at the sketches

of those who had made them angry and resentful.
DIALOGUE 17-3 2005

apart. After each had their turn,
the students returned to their seats
laughing and joking, with the defaced
sketches in their hands.

Jessica had been looking forward to her
turn and felt disappointed that time was up.
Along with others who could not vent their
anger, she returned to her seat. She sat down rather
angrily and waited to see what would happen in the few

minutes that remained.

Dr. Smith gently removed the original target from the
wall. Every eye was focused on him. Underneath the

target was a picture of Jesus.

A hush fell over the room as each student viewed the
mangled image; holes and jagged marks covered His

face, and His eyes had been pierced.

Then the professor opened his Bible and slowly read
these words of Jesus: ""Truly, I say to you, as you did it
to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to
me’" (Matthew 25:40, RSV).

No other words were necessary, as the tear-filled eyes of
many students focused on the picture of Christ and

soberly reflected on His words.

How would you have handled this test? It is the test of
life. And the choice is yours.
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INTERCHANGE

Expand your

friendship network

Adventist college/university students and professionals, readers of Dialogue, inter-
ested in exchanging correspondence with colleagues in other parts of the world.

Karen Aguilera G.: 24; female; single;
pursuing a degree in medical technology
at Universidad de Talca; interests: every-
thing about health, camping, and meeting
people through internet; correspondence
in Spanish. Address: 5 Oriente # 437;
Talca, CHILE. Email: sydka7@hotmail.
com.

Pedro E. Alberteris R.: 19; male; sin-
gle; pursuing a degree in secondary edu-
cation; interests: exchanging experiences
of God’s love, music, and meeting other
Adventist young adults; correspondence
in Spanish or English. Address: Calle
10 No. 8a Entre Carretera de Gibara y
Cmdte. Fajardo; Alcides Pino, Holguin;
CUBA.

Onyemaechi Amaraizu: 24; male;
single; pursuing a degree in econom-
ics at Enugu State University of Science
and Technology; interests: studying the
Bible, singing, and sports; correspon-
dence in English. Address: Seventh-day
Adventist Church Umuobiakwa; PO. Box
16; Aba, Abia State; NIGERIA. Email:
ariwaonye@yahoo.com.

Priscila Araujo: 22; female; single;
pursuing a degree in language and
literature at Universidade Regional
Integrada do Alto Uruguais e das Missoes;
interests: travel, reading, and exchang-
ing experiences; correspondence in
Portuguese or Spanish. Address: Rua
Cesar Galli, 68, Apt. 203; Bairro Fatima,
Erechim, RS; 997000; BRAZIL. Email:
pricilinhars@hotmail.com.

Nwaizu Chinonyerem Azuka: 25;
male; single; studying medicine at
University of Port Harcourt; hobbies:
listening to Christian music, reading
Christian publications, and encourag-
ing others; correspondence in English.
Address: PO. Box 5727; Aba, Abia State;
NIGERIA. Email: anc_250@yahoo.com.

Santiago Abel Beras: 24; male; single;
studying medicine at Universidad Central
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del Este; interests: listening to music and
exchanging experiences; correspondence
in Spanish. Address: Gastén Fernando
Deligne 118; La Romana; DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC. Email: sabc94@hotmail.
com or ranses00@hotmail.com.

Gnisan Bonde: 32; male; single; holds
a degree in business administration from
Université Adventiste Cosendai; inter-
ests: computers, business, and Christian
music; correspondence in French or
English. Address: 01 BP Ouagadougou
01; BURKINA FASO. Email:
gnissanb@yahoo.fr.

Urbain Buseruka: 32; male; single;
pursuing a degree in computer engineer-
ing at Kigali Institute of Science; interests:
sports, music, and exchanging experi-
ences; correspondence in French, English,
Kinyarwanda, or Swahili; Address: KIST;
P.O. Box 3900; Kigali; RWANDA. Email:
buseruka72@yahoo.com.

Jairo Castillo: 31; male; single; study-
ing theology at Universidad Adventista de
Centro América; interests: reading, listen-
ing to music, and learning about other
countries; correspondence in Spanish.
COSTA RICA. Email: jairopastor_
16@yahoo.com or jaironica71@hotmail.
com.

Uchechukwo Chinedu: 26; male;
single; pursuing a degree in agricultural
engineering at University of Agriculture
Makurdi; hobbies: reading, making new
friends, and helping people; correspon-
dence in English. Address: No. 1 School
Road; P.O. Box 5445; Aba, Abia State;
NIGERIA. Email: chinedu4uche@yahoo.
com or chinedu2uche@yahoo.com.

Delisa M. Dellosa: 24; female; single;
holds a degree in English; interests: mak-
ing new friends, youth activities, and
exchanging views with people from other
cultures; correspondence in English.
Address: Bongbong San Francisco;
Southern Leite; 6613 PHILIPPINES.

Calvin Otieno Dete: 24; male;
single; pursuing a degree in civil engi-
neering at the Kenya Polytechnic; hob-
bies: hiking, meeting new people, and
exchanging experiences; correspondence
in English. Address: ¢/o George Dete;
Box 56688; Nairobi; KENYA. Email:
calvo80de@yahoo.com.

John Edoise Edoro: 26; male; single;
studying business management at Delta
State University; hobbies: football,
basketball, and high jump; correspon-
dence in English. NIGERIA. Email:
johnbest007@yahoo.com.

Maria Elzi: 35; female; single; a tech-
nical nurse; interests: travel, religious
music, poetry, and making new friends;
correspondence in Portuguese or English.
Address: Condominio Sol Nascente,
C-08; Sobradinho, DF; 73010-970
BRAZIL.

Patricia Fagundez: 22; female; single;
studying at Universidad Adventista
del Plata; interests: travel, reading, and
making new friends; correspondence in
Spanish, English or Portuguese. Address:
25 de Mayo 99; Libertador San Martin,
Entre Rios; ARGENTINA. Email:
patriciafagundez@al.uap.edu.ar.

Amadita Berach Flores: 23; female;
single; holds a degree in industrial chem-
istry from Universidad Auténoma de
Nuevo Leén; interests: graduate stud-
ies, play the piano like Mozart, and oil
painting; correspondence in Spanish or
English. Address: Av. Lic. Adolfo Lépez
Mateos # 2103; Col. Lic. Adolfo Lépez
Mateos; Cadereyta Jiménez, NL; 67485
MEXICO. Email: libnaberach@yahoo.
com.mx or amafloresm@hotmail.com.

Maria Ruth Flores H.: 21; female; sin-
gle; a secretary; interests: reading, violin,
and internet; correspondence in Spanish
or English. Address: Colonia Popotlén,
Poligono 11, Acceso 4, Pasaje 2, No. 22;
Apopa, San Salvador; EL SALVADOR.
Email: ruthernandez2000@yahoo.com or
maruflhe@hotmail.com.

Felix Thechikara: 23; male; single;
pursuing a degree in marine science at
University of Calabar; hobbies: play-
ing music, making friends, and football;
correspondence in English. NIGERIA.
Email: don4life2004@yahoo.co.uk.

Light Ikonne: 24; male; single; pur-
suing a degree in international law and
diplomacy at Babcock University; hob-
bies: reading, drawing, and exchanging
messages; correspondence in English.
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Address: Nigeria Union Mission;
Maryland, Lagos; PO. Box 5159, Ogbor-
Hill; Aba, Abia State; NIGERIA. Email:
thrillaman2003@yahoo.com.

Edden Mae Imperio: 30; female;
single; a secondary public school teacher;
hobbies: reading educational books, cook-
ing, hiking, and exchanging ideas; corre-
spondence in English. Address: Tala High
School; Bo. San Isidro, Tala; Caloocan
City; 1427 PHILIPPINES. Email:
eddenmaei@yahoo.com.

Enoch Mwamba Katambayi: 38;
male; married; studying economics and
computers at Université Adventiste
de Lukanga; interests: religious music,
football, and volleyball; correspon-
dence in French. Address: UNILUK;
180 Butembo; DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO. Email:
enochmuambaka@yahoo.fr.

Mwengwe Kaunda: 23; male; single;
studying medicine at Université de
Lubumbashi; interests: football, clas-
sical music, and scientific research;
correspondence in French or English.
Address: Eglise de Manika; Lubumbashi;
318 DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
CONGO. Email: olivierkaunda@yahoo.
fr.

Dismas Kazimoto: 22; male; single;
studying medicine at Nairobi University;
hobbies: lawn tennis, reading, and listen-
ing to Christian music; correspondence
in English, French, Russian, or Swahili.
KENYA. Email: dkazimoto@yahoo.com.

Eliazer Kogey: 28; male; single; pur-
suing a degree in theology at Bugema
University; interests: Christian music,
Christian publications, and friendships;
correspondence in English or Kiswahili.
Address: PO. Box 6529; Kampala;
UGANDA. Email: elikiko2000@yahoo.
com.

Adjei Kwabena: 22; male; single;
studying toward a higher national
diploma in accounting; hobbies: football,
reading, and making new friends; cor-
respondence in English. Address: HND
Accountancy; Sunyani Polytechnic;

Box 2006; Sunyani; GHANA. Email:
adjeikwabee@yahoo.com.

Joseph Kwabena: 23; male; single;
seeking a higher national diploma in
accountancy; interests: sports, sharing
my faith, and making new friends; cor-
respondence in English. Address: Sunyani
Polytechnic; Box 206; Sunyani; GHANA.
Email: nyamejoe@yahoo.com.
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Cleonice Ferreira Machado: 24;
female; single; pursuing a degree in busi-
ness administration at UNASP; interests:
sports, travel, and meeting new friends;
correspondence in Portuguese. Address:
Centro Universitario Adventista; Rodovia
SP 332, Km 160; C.P. 11, Engenheiro
Coelho; 13165-970 BRAZIL. Email:
nicez3@hotmail.com.

Merlyn D. Ledres: 38; female; single;
a nurse and a secondary school teacher;
interests: music, nature, camping, and
sports; correspondence in English: Sta.
Josefa National High School; Sta. Josefa;
8512 Agusan del Sur; PHILIPPINES.

Priscila Marques de Maio: 24; female;
single; completing a degree in biology
at Centro Universitario Adventista de
Sao Paulo; interests: reading, work-
ing with Pathfinders, and meeting new
friends; correspondence in Portuguese or
Spanish. Address: R. Marechal Floriano
Peixoto, 201, Jd. Presidente Kennedy;
Embu, SP; 06820-200 BRAZIL. Email:
pri_maio@hotmail.com.

James Makori Maroko: 22; male;
single; pursuing a degree in economics at
University of Nairobi; interests: hiking,
singing, and making new friends; cor-
respondence in English. KENYA. Email:
jamesmaorko@yahoo.com.

John Masakija: 27; male; single;
pursuing a degree in education at the
University of Dar-es-Salaam; interests:
growing in spiritual knowledge, Christian
music, and sharing ideas with people
from other countries; correspondence
in English or Swahili. Address: c/o Mrs.
Onjale; PO. Box 40651; Dar-es-Salaam;
TANZANIA. Email: chawavi@yahoo.
co.uk.

Ralay Masolahy: 29; male; single;
holds a graduate degree in financial man-
agement and accounting from Universite
de Toamasina; interests: television, travel,
reading, and sports; correspondence in
French or English. Address: Campus
Universitare; Bankadimy Andranovola/05;
Toamasina; 501 MADAGASCAR. Email:
ralm8@yahoo.fr.

Angela Medina V.: 28; female;
single; completed a degree in accounting
from Universidad Auténoma de Santo
Domingo; interests: Christian music,
preaching, and exploring mountains;
correspondence in Spanish or English.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. Email:
lenori@hotmail.com.

Eben Michael: 19; male; single;

pursuing a degree in commerce at
Baldwins College; interests: travel, sing-
ing, and collecting stamps and coins;
correspondence in English. Address:
Southern Asia Division; 2 H.C.E; Hosur,
635010 Tamil Nadu; INDIA. Email:
ebenmichael@yahoo.com.

Kombie Kro Momo: 27; male;
single; holds a certificate in elementary
education; interests: reading, exchang-
ing ideas, and enjoying nature; cor-
respondence in French. Address: B.P.
100; Diapaga; BURKINA FASO. Email:
momokombie@yahoo.fr.

Evans Muchesa: 23; male; single;
pursuing a degree in agribusiness at
Solusi University; interests: playing darts,
soccer, and singing; correspondence in
English, Ndebele, or Shona. Address:
Hse. No. 2669, Shonhiwa Drive; Norton,
ZIMBABWE. Email: muchesa@webmail.
co.za.

Paul Mathenge Muchiri: 25; male;
single; seeking a degree in commerce at
Kenyatta University; hobbies: writing,
counseling, reading spiritual books, and
preaching; correspondence in English or
Kiswahili. Address: Mfumbiro 1 Room
2A; Kenyatta University; Box 43844;
Nairobi; KENYA.

Jerry Tual Suan Mung: 21; male;
single; studying business administra-
tion at Myanmar Adventist Seminary;
hobbies: reading, singing, tennis, and
playing piano; correspondence in
English. Address: M.U.A.S.; Mosokwin;
MYANMAR.

Jean Paul Niyoyita: 25; male; single;
pursuing a degree in computing for
management at Université Adventiste
d’Afrique Centrale; interests: read-
ing, nature, and music; correspon-
dence in French or English. Address:

B.P: 2461; Kigali; RWANDA. Email:
jpniyoyita@yahoo.fr.

Aimable Nshimyumuremyi: 24; male;
single; pursuing a degree in account-
ing at Université Adventiste d’Afrique
Centrale; interests: music, sports, and lei-
sure; correspondence in French. Address:
B.D 2461; Kigali; RWANDA. Email:
nshimaible@yahoo.fr.

Roland Nsirim: 28; male; single;
studying economics at University of
Calabar; hobbies: football, making new
friends, and Christian music; correspon-
dence in English. Address: S.D.A. Church
Rumuobiakani; PO. Box 111; Port
Harcourt; NIGERIA. Email: roland_
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online2001@yahoo.com.

Ifeyinwa Chinedu Nworgu: 25; male;
single; studying law at the University
of Nigeria, Enugu Campus; interests:
writing short stories and poems, and
watching flora and fauna; correspon-
dence in English. NIGERIA. Email:
nicnedu@yahoo.co.uk.

Sandra Nwosu: 23; female; single;
completing a degree in industrial phys-
ics at Abia State University — Uturu;
interests: reading, singing, and mak-
ing new friends; correspondence in
English. Address: 27 Udi Road, Asata,
Enugu; PMB 9406; NIGERIA. Email:
hearfromsandra@@yahoo.com.

Kayaga Nyachaga: 25; male;
single; taking an advance diploma in
accountancy at the Institute of Finance
Management; interests: watching foot-
ball, Christian music, and speaking
with friends; correspondence in English.
TANZANIA. Email: kn_kayaga6@yahoo.
com.

Ohakwe John Odum: 21; male;
single; pursuing a degree in political sci-
ence at Babcock University; hobbies:
smile, making new friends, and playing
politics; correspondence in English or
Spanish. Address: PM.B. 21244; Ilisan-
Remo; Abia State; NIGERIA. Email:
actionspot007@yahoo.com.

David Omari: 24; male; single;
pursuing a degree in education at Moi
University; hobbies: listening to gos-
pel music and travel; correspondence
in English or Kiswahili. Address: RO.
Box 51; Keumbu; KENYA. Email:
davidomari@yahoo.com.

Robert Okemwa Onsare: 27; male;
single; pursuing a degree in electron-
ics technology at the University of
Eastern Africa, Baraton; interests: read-
ing, writing poetry, sharing the gospel,
and meeting new friends. Address: PO.
Box 2500; Eldoret; KENYA. Email:
onsare2003@yahoo.com.

Christian Okoh: 24; male; single;
pursuing a degree in economics at Benue
State University; hobbies: poetry, jazz, and
preaching; correspondence in English.
Address: 9 Awe Street, Wurukum, Benue
State; NIGERIA. Email: ode2kris@haoo.
com.

John Ouko Otieno: 24; male; pursu-
ing a degree in economics and sociology
at Kenyatta University; hobbies: reading,
gospel singing, and discussing important
subjects; correspondence in English.
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Address: c/o Peter Ombeng; Box 30260;
Nairobi; KENYA. Email: joouko@yahoo.
com.

Benson Ochieng Owuonda: 25; male;
single; pursuing a degree in biochemistry
at Egerton University; hobbies: making
friends, travel, and listening to Christian
music; correspondence in English,
Kiswahili, or Dholuo. KENYA. Email:
benardmboga@yahoo.com.

Elias Tahawasima Paluku: 22; male;
single; studying at Université Adventiste
de Lukanga; interests: Christian music,
research, and exchanging experiences;
correspondence in French, English, or
Kiswahili. Address: UNILUK; P.O. Box
6569; Kampala; UGANDA. Email:
tahawasima2000@yahoo.fr.

Marianela Parada: 37; female; single; a
piano teacher; interests: music, nutrition,
and making new friends; correspondence
in Spanish. Address: Calle E #5 Entre
lera. y Jackon; Reparto Poey, Municipio
Arroyo Naranjo; Ciudad Habana. CUBA.
Email: cobros@serviceti.co.cu.

Jocelyn Parcon: 18; female; single;
studying midwifery at Central Visayas
State College; hobbies: religious music,
adventures, and meeting new friends;
correspondence in English or Tagalog.
Address: Pandayan, Guindulman 6310;
Bohol; PHILIPPINES.

Herson Pari: 18; male; single; studying
civil engineering at Universidad Nacional
del Altiplano; interests: playing the gui-
tar, enjoying a healthy life, and making
new friends; correspondence in Spanish
or English. Address: Jr. Moquegua
#1658; Urbanizacién Villa Hermosa,
Juliaca, Puno; PERU. Email: herson_
pari@hotmail.com.

Miguel Angel Pefia Contreras: 23;
male; single; pursuing a degree in systems
engineering at Universidad Adventista
Dominicana; interests: basketball, base-
ball, and computers; correspondence
in Spanish or English. Address: A.A.
258-7, Plaza Central; Santo Domingo;
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

Jethe Idyll Peromingan: 21; female;
single; pursuing a degree in electron-
ics and communications engineering
at Central Visayas Polytechnic College;
interests: travel, sports, and reading;
correspondence in English. Address:
SDA Village, Tutubon, Sibulan; Negros
Occidental; 6021 PHILIPPINES.

Email: jhiethie@eudoramail.com or
jhiethie@yahoo.com.

Esther Prevall: 34; female; single; an
intensive care nurse; interests: make new
friends, travel, and music; correspon-
dence in Spanish. Address: Ave. San Luis
#10507 e/B y 3era., Reparto Encanto,
San Francisco de Paula; Municipio San
Miguel del Padrén; Ciudad de la Habana;
CUBA. Email: cobros@serviceti.co.cu.

Juan Pulido Vega: 31; male; single;
holds a degree in agricultural and live-
stock education from Instituto Superior
Pedagdgico; interests: making new friends,
music, nature, and travel; correspondence
in Spanish. Address: CAI Elpidio Gémez;
Palmira, Cienfuegos; 57300 CUBA.
Email: Abraham@correosonline.cu.

Samuel Ramirez: 25; male; single;
holds a degree in accounting from
Universidad de Montemorelos; inter-
ests: food, football, and automobiles;
correspondence in Spanish. Address:
Dique 226, Jardines del Moral; Ledn,
Gto.; 37160 MEXICO. Email:
samuelrz30@hotmail.com.

Fabiane Rebelatto: 27; female; single;
pursuing a diploma in Portuguese and
English languages; interests: poetry,
travel, and learning about other cultures;
correspondence in English, Portuguese,
or Spanish. Address: Rua Rui Ramos,
412/401 Cachoeirinha, RS; 94920-520
BRAZIL. Email: fabianerebelatto@yahoo.
com.br.

Wenes Reis: 37; male; married; a phy-
sician; interests: making new friends, trav-
el, gospel music, and learning about other
cultures; correspondence in Portuguese
or English. Address: R. Mal. Floriano
Peixoto 35 s1 102, Ed. Menk Centro;
Indaial, SC; 89130-000 BRAZIL. Email:
wenesreis@yahoo.com.br.

Rolynne Reuben: 26; female; single;
completing a degree in secondary edu-
cation at Pacific Adventist University;
interests: basketball, singing, and garden-
ing; correspondence in English. Address:
Tetemanda SDA Church; PO. Box 55;
Wabag, Enga Province; PAPUA NEW
GUINEA. Email: st-ed_rolynner@pau.
ac.pg.

Marvyn Rodriguez I.: 30; male; sin-
gle; a physician who studied at Instituto
Superior de Ciencias Médicas de Villa
Clara, Cuba; interests: reading about
theology and medicine, Christian music,
learning about other cultures; correspon-
dence in Spanish or English. Address:
Urbanizacién Las Carolinas; Turmero,
Estado Aragua; VENEZUELA. Email:
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drmarvyn@yahoo.es.

Japheth Rotich: 22; male; single; pur-
suing a degree in natural resource man-
agement at Egerton University; interests:
Christian music, creative writing, hockey,
and making friends; correspondence in
English. Address: Box 328; Kapsabet;
KENYA. Email: rjaphe@yahoo.com.

Justice Atta K. Samuel: 31; male;
married; a doctor in biochemistry; inter-
ests: evangelism, singing, and sports;
correspondence in English. Address:

Dr. Sammy’s Clinic; PO. Box 574;
JKibioci, A/A/N; GHANA. Email:
drkontohsamuel@yahoo.com.

Heimer Samwinga: 28; male; single;
pursuing a degree in management; hob-
bies: listening to music, making new
friends, travel, and learning about other
cultures; correspondence in English.
Address: Zambia Adventist College; PO.
Box 660391; Monze; ZAMBIA.

Kenneth Sdnchez: 21; male; single;
studying medicine at Universidad de
Montemorelos; interests; making new
friends, sports, and collecting key rings;
correspondence in Spanish. Address: Av.
Universidad de Montemorelos 217-A;
Colonia Universidad de Montemorelos;
67530 Montemorelos, N.L.; MEXICO.
Email: rabeken@hotmail.com or
rabeken@yahoo.com.mx.

Claudete Sieber: 39; female; divorced;
a graphic designer and painter; inter-
ests: everything related to art and travel,
children, and volleyball; correspon-
dence in Portuguese. BRAZIL. Email:
claudetesieber@hotmail.com.

Polyana Camilo da Silva: 18;
female; single; studying computer sci-
ences at Universidade Adventista de Sao
Paulo, Campus 1; interests: reading,
music, and meeting new friends; cor-
respondence in Portuguese. Address:
Rua Tribo dos Acras, 158; Valo Velho,
Sao Paulo, SP; 05887-520 BRAZIL.
Email: poly_beijinhos@hotmail.com or
polyanacamilo@yahoo.com.br.

Martin Simotwo: 35; male; married;
pursuing a master of physics education at
Kenyatta University; hobbies: Christian
music, physical exercise, and studying
the Bible; correspondence in English.
Address: PO. Box 91; Kapsokwony;
KENYA. Email: msimotwo@yahoo.com.

Damaris Sosa Masclarin: 26; female;
single; a teaching assistant studying
computing; interests: sports, reading,
sharing my faith, and Christian music;
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correspondence in Spanish or English.
Addpress: Calle D #10 Entre Paseo Mart{
y José A. Saco; Florida del Este, Florida,
Camaguey; 72810 CUBA.

Dickson Tanga: 23; male; single;
studying accounting; hobbies: reading,
music, and theater; correspondence in
English. Address: 8" Street # 19; Nkana
West Kitwe; 10101 ZAMBIA. Email:
dicksontanga@yahoo.com.

Albert J. Tindu: 19; male; single; pur-
suing a degree in civil engineering; inter-
ests: football, gospel music, and making
new friends; correspondence in English.
Address: Unitech ASA; PO. Box 18;
Lae, Morobe; PAPUA NEW GUINEA.
Email: 24301324@std.unitech.pg.

Tombo Tombozara: 26; male;
single; a mechanical engineer; inter-
ests: studying the Bible, comput-
ers, and sports; correspondence in
Malagasy or French. Address: Campus
Universitaire — Bloc H7; BP 351;
Antsiranana; MADAGASCAR. Email:
tombozara2@yahoo.fr.

Udochi Chinaza Uhegwu: 22; female;
single; studying medicine at University
of Calabar; interests: reading, cooking,
making new friends, and computers;
correspondence in English. Address:

c/o SDA Headquarters; PM.B. 7115;
Aba, Abia State; NIGERIA. Email:
chizon37@yahoo.com.

Carlos Agostinho Uluri: 33; male;
married; studying law at Universidade
Jean Piaget; interests: reading, Christian
music, and sightseeing with my family;
correspondence in Portuguese or Spanish.
Address: Rua Major Kanhangulo, 100,
4-A, Edificio da Endiama; Luanda;
ANGOLA. Email: uluri2@catoca.com.

Marina Pereira de Vasconcelos: 24;
female; single; pursuing a degree in food
technology at CENTEG; interests: read-
ing, music, and volleyball; correspon-
dence in Portuguese or English. BRAZIL.
Email: marinampv@hotmail.com.

Vladimir Vasilyev: 27; male; single;
completed a degree in theology at Zaokski
Adventist University; interests: travel,
music, and football; correspondence in
English or Russian. Address: 8859 W
Hillview; Berrien Springs, MI 49103;
U.S.A. Email: vavlan242@hotmail.com.

Kachitenha Vertino: 24; male; single;
studying information processing at
Bema College; interests: reading, playing
chess, and gardening; correspondence in
Portuguese, Spanish, or English. Address:

PO. Box 70777 Khomasdal; Windhoek;
NAMIBIA 9000. Email: Kachitenha_
1980@yahoo.com.

Harumy Delmira Villarreal Q.: 23;
female; single; pursuing a degree in indus-
trial design at Instituto Nacional de Bellas
Artes; interests: drawing, photography,
and writing; correspondence in Spanish
or English. Address: Ave. Eugenia 1360-
A, Col. Narvarte, Del. Benito Juarez;
03020 Mexico, D.E; MEXICO. Email:
millyvill88@hotmail.com.

Rosy Ydrogo: 35; female; single; a high
school teacher; interests: work with chil-
dren, travel, reading, and documentaries;
correspondence in Spanish or English.
VENEZUELA. Email: sweetcanaima@
hotmail.com.

Omariba B. Zachary: 23; male; single;
pursuing a graduate degree in computer
science at Periyar University; interests:
gardening, career guidance, and sharing
the Gospel; correspondence in English,
Kiswahili, or Ekegusii. INDIA. Email:
boy82@kenya.com..

Invitation

If you are an Adventist college/uni-
versity student or professional and wish
to be listed in Interchange, send us the
following information: (1) Your full name,
with your family name in capital let-
ters; (2) your age; (3) your sex; (4) your
marital status; (5) your current field of
studies or degree obtained and specialty;
(6) the college or university you are
attending or from which you graduated;
(7) your top three hobbies or interests;
(8) language(s) in which you would like
to correspond; (9) the name of the local
Adventist congregation of which you are
a member; (10) your mailing address;
(I') if available, your email address.
Please write clearly. Mail this informa-
tion to Dialogue Interchange; 12501 Old
Columbia Pike; Silver Spring, MD 20904-
6600; US.A.You can also use email:
ssicalo@yahoo.com We will list here
only those who provide all the |0 items
of information requested above.

Dialogue cannot assume responsibil-
ity for the accuracy of the information
submitted or for the content of the cor-
respondence that may ensue.
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