
T h .  w i d e  n e r w o r k  o f  s e h o o l s  o p e r -
I  a t e d  b y  t h c  S D A  (  h u r c h  r h r o u g h -

out  Southern  As ia  a ims to  reach ou t
and touch the  l i ves  o f  thousands o f
ch i ld ren  sca t te red  th roughout  Ind ia ,
Pak is tan ,  Bang ladesh,  Sr i  Lanka,
Burma,  Nepa l ,  and Bhutan .  Wi th in
our  schoo ls  a re  thousands o f  non-
Chr is t ian  s tudents -a  huge f ie ld  lo r
evange l ism.  Most  o f  these s tudents
attend thc day-school system operated
by  thc  church ,  wh ich  opera tes  on  a
se l f -suppor t ing  bas is  in  la rge  c i t ies  and
p r o v i d e s  C h r i s r i a n  c d u e a t i o n  t o  y o u n g
peop lc  n  ho  wou ld  o lherw ise  never
come to  know about  Jesus .

The h is to ry  o f  Chr is t ian  educat ion
in  Southcrn  As ia  i s  a  s to ry  o f  un-
d immed v is ion ,  g rowth ,  and cha l lengc .

The v is ion  began way back  in  1895-
just a few years after the I ' i rst mission-
ar ics  a r r i ved  in  Ca lcu t ta  to  carve  ou t  a
n iche fo r  the  th ree  ange ls  in  th is  vas t
und iv ided subcon l inent .  One o f  h is -
to ry 's  g rea t  famines  had s t ruck  w i th
d ev as tat ing f 'u ry t  hc n o rt  heas t c rn
p la ins  o f  Ind ia ,  l cav ing  thousands o f
orphans.  The p ioneers  o f  the  Advent is t
church  ga thered as  many orphans as
they  cou ld  in  thc  remotc  v i l lage  o f
Karmatar- |  70 miles northwest of '
Ca lcu t ta .  Out  o f  th is  o rphanage,  the
Seventh-day  Advent is t  educat ion  sys-
tem took  shape.  l t  has  spread around
the division f icld unti l  wc now have 363
e lementary  schoo ls ,  36  secondary
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schoo ls ,  th ree  jun io r  co l leges ,  two
s e n i o r  c o l l e g e s  ( o n e  o p e r a t  i n g  a
Master's level prograrn), and scores of
church  schoo ls  do t t ing  thc  map o f
Southern  As ia .

I f  the  v is ion  was cer ta in ,  the  growth
is  s tagger ing .  The Seventh-day  Adven-
t i s t  schoo l  sys tem in  Southern  As ia
caters to more than 70,000 young peo-
p le .  Ten ycars  ago,  the  f igurc  s tood a t
21 ,000.  A t  tha t  t imc the  schoo l  sys tem
employed about  1 ,000 teachers .  Today
thc  f igure  is  morc  than 3 ,200.

An impor tan t  fea turc  o f  the  educa-
t iona l  scene in  Southcrn  As ia  i s  thc
examinat ions  conductcd  by  the  d iv i -
s ion  depar tment  o f  educat ion .  Two
types  o f  examinat ions  are  conducted :
D iv is ion  H igh  Schoo l  Ccr t i f i ca te  ex-
aminat ion  a t  the  end o f  the  tcn th  s tan-
dard  o f  s tud ies ;  and D iv is ion  Co l lege
E l i g i b i l i t y  C c r r i t i e a r c  e r a m i r r a r i o n  a t
the  end o f  the  twe l f th  s tandard  o i
s tud ies .  The la t tc r  p rov ides  c l ig ib i l i t y
to  a t tend denominat iona l  co l leges .  One
of  thc  main  reasons  fo r  conduct ing
these examinat ions  on  an  ex tc rna l  bas is
is  lo  overcome the  d i f f i cu l t ies  caused
by govcrnmenl  cxaminat ions  tha t  l ' a l l
on Sabbath, making i t  di f f icult  for our
young peop le  to  comple te  h igh  schoo l .
In  the  pas t  f i vc  years  ncar ly  1 ,800
s t u d e n t s  h a r e  l a k c n  t h e s c  c r a r r r i r r u
t ions .

M a j o r  l a n d m a r k s  o f  t h e  q u i n q u e n -
n ium inc lude the  var ious  eva lua t ion
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teams tha t  took  s tock  o f  thc  cduca-
t iona l  scene in  Southern  As ia .  As  a
resu l t ,  Master ' s  degrees  in  rc l ig ion ,
educat ion ,  and bus incss  admin is t ra t ion
were  in t roduced a t  Sp iccr  Memor ia l
Co l lege,  and ar rangements  were  made
lv i th  Andrews Un ivers i ty  to  I 'ac i l i ta tc
i ts  con fer r ing  the  Master ' s  degree on
Spicer Memorial Ciol lege progranls.
Bangladesh Adventist Seminary rvas
a u t h o r i / c d  l o  b c g i n  a  t w o - 1 c a r  j u n i o r
col lcgc program.

I; ivc schools wcrc al lowed to of l 'cr
the  preun ivers i ty  course ,  thus  mak-
ing  thcm fu l l y  rccogn ized secondary
schoo ls .  Four  o thcr  schoo ls  were
recognized as incomplete secondary
schoo ls .  The eva lua t ion  and sc l f -s tudy
ins t ruments  employed in  the  d iv is ion
h a r e  b e g u r t  l o  h e u r  l - r u i t  i r r  c r r s l l s i n g
qua l i t y  educat ion  and academic  p lan-
n ing .

The qu inquenn ium a lso  saw grca t
s t r ides  in  add i t iona l  l ' ac i l i t i es -a  ncw
plan l  in  Coa lba than,  Bang ladesh;
addit ional l ibrary and science faci l i t ics
a t  Sp icer  Memor ia l  Co l legc ;  new s t ruc-
tu res  a l  Lowry  Memor ia l ,  E .  D.
Thomas, Flaiz, and Lasalgaon high
schoo ls ;  a  new church  bu i ld ing  a t
Chuharkana,  Pak is tan ;  and many new
church  schoo ls .  The deve lopment  o f
Bible textbooks is another major land-
mark  dur ing  th is  per iod .  Thanks  to
l iberal assistance from the General
Conference Department of Education,
al l  our schools are able to have Bible
textbooks for every grade.

Lakpahana Adventist Seminary in
Mai lap i t i ya ,  Sr i  Lanka,  p rov ides
jun io r  co l lege educat ion .  In  1982
Bangladesh Adventist Seminary at

( ioa lba than,  near  Dacca ach icvcd  the
s ta tus  o i  a  ju r r io r  co l l cgc .

The ch ic f '  h igher  cducat iona l  ccn tc r
in  thc  Southcrn  As ia  D iv is ion  s t i l l
remains  Sp icer  Mentor ia l  Co l lege,  in
Poona,  rvh ich  norv  has  a  s tuden l
popu la t ion  o l '930 .

When the  co l lege began i t s  four -year
progranr  somc 30 years  ago,  the  to ta l
s tudent  popu la t ion  amountcd  to  a
mere  46 .  A t  tha t  t in rc  on ly  th rcc  r ra . jo r
I ' ields wcrc of l 'ercd: rcl igion, cduca-
t ion ,  and bus iness .

T I tc  1984-1985 bu l le t in  o f l ' e rs  ma. io r ' '
i n  27  f i c lds  and nr inors  in  4 l  a rcas .  T l tc
c o l l e g e  h a s  a  f a c u l t y  o l  l l 4 ,  o l  * l r o r l
2 l  have doc tora l  degrees  anc l  65  hurc
Master 's  degrees .

Onc o f '  the  rna jo r  ach icvcn tcn ts  o l
h igher  educat ion  in  Southern  As ia  i l r '
been the  es tab l i shment  o f  a  g rac lu r re
program a t  sp icer .

ln  1980 graduate  s tudy  in  rc l ig ion .
cducat ion ,  and bus iness  admin is t ra t ion
rvas introduccd.

Ar rangements  be tween the  co l legc
and Andrews Un ivcrs i ty  have prov ided
for the latter to issuc degrees I 'or the
graduatc  p rograms conducted  by  lhc
col lege. The f irst graduates are alrcady
in the f ield, giving leadership to
var ious  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  church .

The graduate program wil l  be fur-
ther strengthened by addit ional faci l-
i t ies now being bui l t  on the col lege
campus:  a  sc ience complex  is  in  p rog-
ress ;  l ib ra ry  lac i l i t i es  a re  to  be
expanded, leading to quadrupl ing the
present iaci l i ty; and ground for a new
church bui lding was broken recently by
General Conference President Neal C.
Wi lson .

The story of the Adventist school
system in Southern Asia cannot be toid
only in bricks and mortar, programs
and pol icies, products and services.
\\ ' l ren al l  is said and done, the measure
o l  Lhe Advent is t  schoo l  must  ever  be
on a  h igher  p lane.  " l t  i s  the  degree o f
moral power pervading the [school]
that is a test of i ts prosperity."- i 'esl l-
mon ies ,  vo l .  5 ,  pp .  3 l ,  32 .

Our schools continue to pursue that
moral excel lence. Defective though
they may be, SDA schools are st i l l  the
on ly  p lace  o f  re fuge fo r  our  ch i ld ren .
Whi le  we thank  God fo r  H is  gu idance
arrci blessings during the past l ive
years ,  we must  be  consc ious  o f  thc
cha l lenge o f  the  fu tu re :  to  deve lop  a
Chr is t -consc ious  core  o f  Advent is t
teachers; to reach for qual i ty even as
the  pressure  o l  quant i t y  looms la rge ;  to
put  Chr is t ian  educat ion  w i th in  the
rcach o f  a l l ;  to  make our  schoo ls
Advent is t  in  the  t rue  sense o f  the  word ;
to  p lace  the  Word  o i  God a t  the  core
o1 '  the  cur r i cu lum;  and to  re ta in  our
schoo ls  as  a  t rue  represcnta t ion  o f  the
ch u  rch .

' I -oward  
th is  ch i i l l enrc .  Advent is t

schoo ls  in  Sor r thcrn  .As ia  reso lu te ly
d i r e  c t  t h c r r  c l l o n : .

New cnufcn,  ra[ tsrat t
Advent ist  Seminary and Col lege.
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