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Poss ibilities Ahend:
Reflections by the

GC Vice-President for Education

Dear lournol reader,
I  would l ike to ref lect  wi th vou for  a few minutes about  the p lace of

e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S e v e n l h - d a y  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  a n d
express my personal convictions regarding the importance of edu-
ca t i on  t o  ou r  chu rch .

As I see it, SDA education is sti l l  our most decisive element for
church growth and inst i tu t ional  cont inui ty .  I  am convinced that  no
other  funct ion or  department  in  our  church is  as meaningfu l  to  our
welfare as this one. They are all important but none is as important.

That is the message we must keep before both ministry and laity.
We must begin with thc ministry because they arc our chicf spokes-
persons, our first l inc clf offense. We must keep encouraging our
presidents (d iv is ion,  union,  and local )  to  m;rke educat ion a pr ior i ty
in their f ields and to reward pastors for cluality education programs
just  as they c lo for  bapt isms and t i the gains.  And let 's  thank the.m
when thcy do.

The Aducrrtist Reuirut has done' a fine job of emphasizing education
in re-cent months. Almclst every we-ek a byline clr feature on educa-
tion has appeared. If we can establish a similar tradition with our
division and union communications around the world it wil l help
make the educat ion emphasis s t rong and v iable.

Recent ly  we have rev ived th.e in terest  in  g iv ing specia l  a f f i rmat ion
for  teachers as fe l low workers in  the miss ion of  the church.  I  th ink i t
would be a trcmendous inspiration if te.achers were formally con-
f i rmed into thei r  ca l l ing just  as are preachers.  Why can' t  we have
serv ices ther t  para l le l ,  in  s ty le at  least ,  min is ter ia l  ord inat ion in  which
we dedicate teachers who have had several  years of  successfu l
service and are identif ied clearly with the overall program of the
ch urch ?

I t  seems to me that  i f  we real lv  bel ieve in  the importance of
educa t i on  t o  ou r  m iss ion ,  we  shou ld  exp ress  th i s  be l i e f  by  e leva t i ng
the cal l ing in  ways that  wi l l  (1)  impress our  people,  (2)  encourage our
teachers, and (3) inspire quality recruits for the teaching profession.
The Medall ions of Merit and Citations for Excellence are verv presti-

S i i ous  awards ,  bu t  we  need  a  more  immed ia te  and  p iene ra l  i c cogn i -
tion that speaks of a spiritual vocation.

The Integration of Faith and Learning Institute that is now being
planned is terrif ic. Our teachers around the world wil l benefit from
the practical knowledge that wil l be gained from these efforts. I think
it is vital that this program be widely publicized and vigorously
implemented. We all need to support that effort in making this idea
work. I hope to be of assistance in getting this before the General

Continued on page 31
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QUESTIONS
ABOUT AIDS
Continued from pag,e 5

gamous marriage relationship.

What is my best protection
against AIDS?

Knowledge. Know how people
contract AIDS; learn how to pre-
vent transmission. Because AIDS is
transmitted sexually, avoid sexual
activity, including heavy petting,
unt i l  marr iage.  Choose your  mar-
r iage par tner  carefu l ly  and remain
fa i t h fu l  w i t h i n  t ha t  mar r i age .

Because AIDS is transmitted bv
in t ravenous  d rug  use ,  avo id  ge [ -
ting involved in drug abuse. Even
"just this once" could prove fatal.

The best safeguard is to maintain
the  l i f e - s t y l e  Adven t i s t  schoo l s
have long advocated-keeping the
body free of sexual promiscuity
and chemical abuse. n

lorltt W. Ho1tp, Plt.D., M.P.Ll., is Dcan ttt thr
\ ,  l t , t ' l  L ' l  Al l  i ,  J  Hr ' l i  l  l r  / ' r r  r / r ' :< i r  r r r '  ,  , t t t , l  Pr , , [ , : , , , , r .
Sclrotr/ rrf Hctlth, Lotta Lindu Uniitcrsifu, Lottttr
Lirtth, CttlifontiLt.

A rcsourct uttit has ltt'tn ltrtyntrtl lttr ust, in
St<l:rrth dav Adtu,ntist scfutu/s, rnrdt's 5-12, r:rt
titltd "An 

AIDS LInit: lcatlrt:r lL'stturt't,." Il is
ttt,LtilnltL' lron North Arnericnt Dit,isitut union
tt|fit'ts oi ttlut Lrtion.
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3 These are recommended for  use wi th
water-based lubr icant  and spermic idal  lub-
r icant  such as Non-oxvnol-9,  which may
give addi t ional  protect ion.  Lubr icants such
as petro leum je l ly  or  o i l -based creams de
not work wel l ,  as they cause rubber to
deteriorate.

t National Reporfs, citing a study by Dr.
Margaret  Fischi  of  the Univers i ty  of  Miami
medical school reported in the Nnu England
Jounml of Medicine, quoted in the Wasftin.{on
Tunes.

SPARKING INTEREST
IN POETRY
Continued iront page 7

are also attracted by its intensity
and Dickinson's sharp perception
of the meaning of existence. Her
poem "Because I Could Not Stop
for Death" gave my 1Oth-grade
class a chance to immerse them-
selves totally in the poetic
experi€nce.

Before we read the poem, I had
the students conduct interviews
among themselves. Pretending to
be reporters, they paired off, note
pad and pencil in hand, to find
out how their partner felt about
death. They tobk notes that
would form the basis of their oral
"rcport" to the class. Later the
report was written up and sub-
mitted for a grade.

The students were frank and
perceptive in their comments, but

one young woman retused to par-
ticipate; she would not speak on
the  sub jec t .  He r  reac t i on  gdve  us  d
chance to explore the fear that is
of ten associated wi th death.

So impressed were the students
with the activity that some of
them used the interviews to make
a verv attractive poster. When we
studied the poem itself, we all had
a clearer understanding of the
subject and a greater readiness to
catch the poet's vision.

Exploring Sights and Sounds
One of the simplest yet most

rewarding ways to get into poetry
is through its sights and sounds.
Actually, this is the level on which
students init iallv resDond to a
poem. When you as[ why they
like it they respond, "lt sounds
good to me." We can teach rhyme
by having students fi l l  in blanks
in stanzas of poems from which
the rhyming words have been
omitted. ceorge Herbert's

Editorial Continuect iron, pase j

Conference officers and division leaders as something worthy of
significant support for the long-term health of the system.

The final item I would l ike to mention is tuit ion. More and more,
particularly here in the United States, our people are saying that
"We are pricing ourselves out of the business." This may be our
greatest challenge of all.

I 'm impressed wi th the scholarship programs a number of  our
NAD colleges are putting in place. I know that wil l help. I just hope
that the systems in other divisions wil l not make the same mistake
as the North American Division in delaying so long to activate
endowment programs, or, for that matter, institutional fund raising
in general.

I  am especia l ly  concerned about  our  secondary schools (par t icu-
larly boarding academies). Without strong academies to build upon
the elementary experience and feed the higher education system,
our whole cause is greatly weakened.

I  real ize that  there are no easy solut ions,  but  I  suggest  that  an a ler t
leadership and a determined const i tuency are capable of  so lv ing the
problems. The education foundation idea that Gordon Madgwick
presented at  the recent  Andrews Univers i ty  Trustees ret reat  is ,  I
believe, a step in the right direction.

Our prayers are wi th you and your  associates in  making the
second half of this quinquennium as fruitful, if not more so, than the'
f i rs t .  Best  wishes in  your  cc lnt inued endeavors.  I t  is  a p leasure to
labor  wi th you in behal f  o f  the church 's  greatest  .es i turce our
youth.

Verv sincerelv.
Calvin B. Roci
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