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Politics Mix?
By Cene Hsu

hr is t ians-and Advent-
is ts  in  par t icu lar  have
tradi t ional ly  been apa-
thet ic  or  even negat ive

toward pol i t ics.  They have of ten
given biblical grounds for thc'ir atti-
tudes. The Christian message is
spi r i tua l ,  rather  than socia l  or  pol i t -
ical, they believe. Jesus, after all,
sa id that  His k insdom was not  of
th is  wor ld ( fohn 1B:36) .  Ancl ,  as
El len Whi te indicates,  His miss ion
on ear th was not  to  l iberate the
Jews f rom the Romans but  rather  to
free them and whoever believes in
Him from sin.r

In the World, Not of the World

Seve ra l  New Tes tamen t  oas -
s r 8 , e s  s u g B e s t  t h . r t  C h r i s t i . r n s
should re ject  pol i t ica l  considera-
t ions.  Chr is t ians are not  tc l  be c l f  the
wor ld,  just  as Jesus was not  of  the
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world.2 We are counseled not to
love the wor ld or  the th ings that
are in  the wor ld.s  We are not  even
to be friends of the world.a

Civen the worldly, ofte.n corrupt
nature of  pol i t ics,  i t  is  not  surpr is-
ing that  these texts have of ten been
used to just i fy  the passrve or  even
nega t i ve  a t t i t udes  o f  Ch r i s t i ans
toward pol i t ics.  But  is  th is  a correct
in terpre lat ion of  the gospel  com-
miss ion? l f  we do not  so in to the
world, how can we share the good
news  o f  sa l va t i on  w i th  "eve ry

nat ion,  and k indred,  and tongue,
ar-rd people"?

Given the in ternat ional  nature of
the Advent is t  Church.  how can we
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iove and respect our brothers and
sisters of the same faith in different
countries, in different cultures, and
under different polit ical ideologies
unless we understand the cul tures
and pol i t ica l  svstems in which they
l i ve?  Fu r the rmore ,  cons ide r i nq  t he
a l l - encompass ing  and  pene t ra t i ng
in f l uence  o f  gove rnmen t  on  human
life, how can Christians, as cit izens,
af ford not  to  understand and be-
come involved in the operat ion of
t he i r  t lwn  gove rnmen ts l

A Definit ion
But f i rs t ,  wh.r t  is  pol i t ics? Manv

d i f f e r t ' n t  d e f i  r r i t i o n s  h a v e  [ . e c n
suggested such as " the author i ta-
t ive a l locat ion of  va lues ln  a commu-
ni ty" ;  " the st r iv ing to share power
or  s t r iv ing to in f luence the c l is t r i -
but ion of  power" ;  ancl  "who ge' ts
whi'rt, when, how?"i

In spi te of  these d i f ferent  def in i -
t ions (which real ly  ind icate only
specific e.mphases), the' e'ssence of
pol i t ics remtr i r rs  the same: the mak-
ing of  ru les and rcgul t r t ions that
have a b inding ef fect  on a s igni f i -
cant  group of  people in  . l  g iven
soclety.

In a broad sense,  pol i t ics or  pol i t -
i c a l  p r c l c e s s t ' s  e x i s t  w h c n e v e r
group decis ic ln-making takcs p lace.
Thus we may speak of  school  pol i -
I i c s ,  c t r r p o r , r t e  p o l i t i e s ,  o r  t ' v e n
church pol i t ics.  But  normal ly  the
term refers to the c lec is ion-  and
pol icy-making processes of  [oc. r l  or
nat ic lnal  government .

The  po l i t i ca l  p rocess  i nc ludes
three main areas:  (1)  the choosing
o f  dcc i s i on -make rs ;  ( 2 )  t he  ac tua l
making of  government  decis ions
and laws;  ancl  (3)  the implementa-
t i on  t r I  pub l i c  po l i c i es .

In countr ies where c i t izens par-
t i c i pa te  i n  t he  po l i t i ca l  p r ( ) ccss ,
they are more l ikely to be involved
in the select ion of  decis ion-makers
than in the actual  formulat ion of
pol icy.

In other countries, cit ize'ns are
not allowed to participate actively
in either process. Instead they may
play only a subservient role in the
polit ical arena. That is, theV must
pass i ve l y  obey  gove rnmen t  ru les
and regulat ions made by other
peopre.

Where they are allowed to do so,
Christians should choose to partici-
pate either in the process of select-
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ing decision-makers or in the actual
making of  decis ions and pol ic ies.
Public pc'ri icies .rffect mar-ry aspects
o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  f r e e -
dom to worship and share thei r
fa i th .

Party Poli t ics?
I r r  most  countr ies pol i t ica l  par-

t i es  a re ' t he  veh i c l es  t h rough  wh ich
decis ion-makers are selected.  The
te rm p r r l r f y  TL t t t l i t i c s  con ju res  up
images of  in f luence pecic l l ing,  cor-
rup t i on ,  anc l  beh inc ' l - t he -sc t  nes
cleals .  Because of  the potent ia l  for
c l i v i s i vencss ,  m i tny  peop le  have

In some countries freedom of
religior-r and conscience are recog-
nized and a l lowed onlv i f  the1,
harmonize with government poli-
cies. More enlightened ruiers mav
a l l t rw  g rea te r  d i ve rs i t v  i r r  t h t ' a rea
o f  re l i g i t r u r  l i be r t v  t han  i n  po l i t i ca l
c l issent .

This issue is  of  specia l  s igni f i -
canc€'  to  Seventh-dav Advent is ts
beca ust' S.r L-rb.rt h -keepi ng, con fl ict s
w i th  na t i ona l  l aw  i n  many  coun -
t r ies.  A bet tc . r  uncierst r rnc l ing o i
prolit ics ancl govc.rnnrerrt policies
wi l l  he ' lp  gene.rate krve and concern
ior  our  fe l low church membcrs who

Giuen the wortdlg, oJten cor"rupt nature
oJ politrcs, it is not surprising that Bible
texts hc:ue oJten been used to jttstifg the
passrue or euen negatiue attitudes oJ
Ctvtllristiqns tow ar d p olitic s.

urgec l  t l r a t  pa r t y  a f f i l i i r t i on  and
p o l i t i c s  i n  g c n e r a I  s h o u l d  b e
shu r rnec l  bv  C -h r i s t i ans .  Bu t  pa r t v
i r l e r r t i f i c . r t i r r r r  i s  on l v  r r r r t '  f . r t  I t r r  i n
the select ion of  c lec is ion-makcrs.
Othcr  consic lerat ions i r rc lut lc  the '
c . rndic late 's  personal i ty  anr ' l  h is  or
h t ' r  s t . t r r d  on  i ssu r ' s .

Divers i tv  of  ec luc i . r t ional  levt :1,
eth r r ic  backgrou l rc l ,  soc ioecononr ic
status,  arrc l  re l ig ious bel ic fs  . r lso
provic le the b i rs is  fc t r  d iv is ivcness.
However, if sr-rch c.l iffercnces .rrc
approacher l  wi th Chr is t i . r r r  love,
they rn; ty  t rc tual ly  br i r rg enr ich-
ment  arrd enl ightenmerr t  as church
merrrbers le.rrn tolerance anc-l rc-
spect  for  d ivers i tv .

Polit ics' lmpact on Religion
The re lat ionship of  pol i t ics to

re l ig ion is  of  specia l  concern tcr
Advent is ts .  Some countr ies have
dominant  or  even nat ional  re l i -
g ions that  are establ ished by law or
t radi t ion.  In  these lands,  re l is ious
liberty and freedom of conscience
are def ined bv the state.  For  in-
stance, religious l iberty may refer
to an individual's right to worship
pnvately accordinS; to his or her
religious faith, but not to a be-
liever's right to publicl l '  proclaim
personal beliefs or to attempt con-
versions.

are being perse 'cutec l  for  thei r  fa i th
i r r  s u c h  c o u n t r i e s .  S u c h  u n r l e r -
s tarrc l ing a lso confers an ac ic l i t ion.- r I
be r rc f i t .  I t  hc lprs prcpare Chr is t ians
to face a s imi l . t r  s i tuat ion when
r e l i g i t r t t s  l ) e r s ( ' (  u t i t r n  o t  t  u r s  i r r
t he i r  own  coun t r i es .

Teaching About  Pol i t ics

C)u r  s tuc len ts  necd  to  unde r -
s tanc l  t he  bas i c  concep ts  and  ope r -
a t i ons  o f  t hc  po l i t i ca l  p rocess  as
wc l l  as  b ib l i ca l  t each i r rgs  conce rn -
i n g  c h r - r r c h - s t i r t e  r e l a t i o n s .  I i
t hey  s tuc l y  compara t i ve  r c l i g i on
courses,  thcy wi l l  come to uncler-
s t a n c l  c l i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l  v i e w s
about  re l ig ion.

In abroa.d sense,
politics or politicq,l
processes e't'tst
wheneuer group
deci.sion-mo,king
tq"kes place.

Mos t  Ch r i s t i ans  ho ld  s im i l a r
views about the relationship be-
tween  re l i g i on  and  gove rnmen t .
These inc lude (1)  the value of  sepa-



rat ion of  church and state;  (2)  the
legitimacl, of ggvernmental author-
i ty  and the need for  c i t izens to obey
legitimate laws; (3) the need for
human rights and religious free-
dom; and (4)  the.  va lue of  Chr is-
t ians,  ind iv idual lv  and col lect ive l ,v ,
par t ic ipat ing in  the pol i t ica l  pro-
cess,  par t icu lar lv  in  the area of  re l i -
g ious f reedom and other  moral  and
cul tura l  issues.

Government Attitudes Toward
Religion

In  contrast  to  th is  unanimi tv ,
governnrents hold v. rs t lv  c l i f ferent

The relationship
oJ politrcs to religion
is oJ specio,t concerrL
to Aduentrsts.

attitucle.s toward relieious bc.l ie'fs.
These at t i tudes are shaped bv thei r
pol i t ica l  i r leo logies.  For  e. . inrp le,
Max  Webe ' r  pe rsuas i ve l v  a rgues
t h a t  t h e r c  i s  a  c l o s e  r e l i r t i o n
between the spi r i t  o f  a capi t . r l is t
economic svstem ancl  the rat ion;r l

ethics of ascetic Protestantism.6
In contrast, Karl Marx believed

that communism makes all existing
religions superfluous and super-
cedes them.7

Historical and circumstantial fac-
tors contr ibute to a nat ion 's  unique
attitude toward religion. For ex-
ample,  whi le  China,  Japan,  and
Korea share manv s imi lar i t ies in
cul ture and t radi t ions.  the unioue
h i s to r i ca l  backg r t l und  o f  modern
Korea  fo rmed  the  bas i s  f o r  t he
g r o w t h  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t v  i n  t h a t
c0untrv.

The lapanese ru le of  Korea be-
tween 1905 ancl  1945 neutra l ized
thc  con t r t r c l i t i o r - r s  be tweer r  na -
t ional isrn ancl  Chr is t ian i tv  that  had
e r i s ted  i n  K r r re . t .  I n  f ac t ,  t h t ' J , r pa -
nesc  opp ress ion  o f  t he  Ko rean
church macle that  church a cham-
pion of  Korean nat ional ism.

l h e  u s e  o l  L l t r '  r r a t i v t '  H a n  g u l
a lphabet  bv the.  Korean Chr is t ian
c h u r c h  a s s e r t e d  t h e  s o l i c l a r i t y
between Chr is t ian i tv  and nat ional -
i s m .  S i n e e  C h r i : t i . r r r  m i s s i o n
schools were the 'onlv  a l ternat ive to
the Jerptrnese-run c iducat ion sys-
tem,  a t t end ing  chu rch -opc ra tec l
schclo ls  Lrecamc a svmbol  of  boy-
cottine the inv.rclers.s

Japanese  co lon ia l  r u l e  and  the
subsec ruen t  o rdea l  o f  na t i ona l  d i v i -
s ion a ic l  wl l r  destroyecl  much of
Korea's  t radi t ior r ,  thus creat ing a
sp i r i t ua l  vo i c l .  Ch r i s t i an i t y ,  wh i ch
made Koreans ieel  both patr io t ic
ancl  modern,  f i l lec l  th is  void. ' )  The
suf fer ing of  thc Kore 'an pcoplc 'dur-
i r re the t ime'of  co lonia l ism and c iv i l
war . r lso created a favorable c l imate.
for  Chr is t ian i tv .

Pol i t ica l  ideblogy ancl  h is tor ica l
events are onlv two of  the factors
that  help to expla in how nat ions
view re l ig ion and why Chr is t ian i ty
grows in some countr ies but  not  in
others.  Other  re lated subjects that
deserve fur ther  invest ieat ion in  the
61.1q51"1r1rm inc ludc the r t l le  of  re l i -
g i ous  o rgan i za t i ons  as  i n te res t
groups in  nat ional  pol i t ica l  pro-
cesses, the relationship between
re l i g i ous  a f f i l i a t i on  and  e thn i c
g roups ,  i n te rna t i ona l  r e l i g i ous
organizations in international rela-
tions and polit ics, and the role of
religious €iroups in polit ical devel-
opment and nation building.ttr

Contrarv to the traditional view
Continued on page 40
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approach seems absolutely neces-
sary. The student who has begun in
the classroom the process of separ-
ating the absolutes of Christianity
from their historical circumstances
will be ready to translate that l iving
faith into another cultural context,
whether it be a Western society or a
non-Western civil izatron.

Cu l tu ra l  and  i n te l l ec tua l  h i s -
tory, by making us more aware of
our identity, individually and col-
l ec t i ve l y ,  pu t s  us  i n  a  pos i t i on
of strength as we face the buffet-
ing winds of  a rapid ly  changing
world.

; Karl Marx, "Principles of Communism," in Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels, Co/le,cfrd lVor,(s (New
York: lnternational, 1975), p. 354.

- Donald N. Clark, Chrisfinnifu rn Modtrn Korn
(Nerv York:  Univers i ty  Press of  America,  19116),  p.
36.

" tbid.
L" Donakl Etrgene Smith, Rc/r,gitrl nrrrl Po/ificn/

Dtt't'ktlttrttnf (Boston; Little, Bron'n & Co., 1970).

SOCIAT STUDIES
FOR STUDENTS
OF DEVELOPINC
COUNTRIES
(-ontinr.rcc/ from p,tge )2

5.  A sense of  contoassiorr  for  the less
for tunat t ;

6.  A serrse of  respect  for  and thereforc i i
to lerance for  the opin ions of  othcrs;

7 .  A  w i l l i r r g r r ess  t o  . l c cep t  necess . r r v
changes  w i t h i n  a  sys tem o f  l aw  and  o rde r
dt ' r iv ing f rom the wi l l  of  thc pcopr le;

8.  At t i tudes favorable to tht  socia l ,  phys-
i ca l ,  cu l t u ra l ,  and  econom ic  deve lopmen t
t ha t  w i l l  enab le  t he  l ea rne rs  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n
t h t '  I i f e  o f  t he  commun i t y ,  and  when  t hey
l cav t ' s choo l  t o  f unc t i on  as  i nnov ; r t o r s  i n ; r
society in which al l  members can take pr ide;
soc ia l  s t ud ies  shou ld  make  t he  schoo l  an
agt 'nt  of  ch.rnge.n

The or ig inal  purpose of  the ASSP
was to reorElanize the approach tcr
socia l  s tudies bc l th at  the pr imarv
and  second . l r y  l eve l s  as  we l l  as  i n
teacher- t ra in ing col leges.T These
concepts have, therefore, become
the basis  for  the advanced teacher-
t ra in ing program in socia l  s tudies
in Kenya.

Guidelines for Zimbabwe
Schools

When the newly independe.nt
country of  Z imbabwe in 1980 set-
t led on a socia l  s tudies sv l labus
f o r  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ; ,  t h e y
adopted the following broad guide-
lines:

1 .  To  ga in  such  an  unde rs tand ing  o fone -
sel f  as a member of  society as wi l l  resul t  in
posi t ive and acceptable behavior  in the
communlty.

2.  To gain ins ight  into the organizat ion,
or ig ins,  and cul ture of  h is and other com-
munl t tes.

3.  To understand one's socia l  obl isat ions
and  re :pons ib i l i t i e s  i n  f u l t i l l i ng  t he  m .

4. To know about life in certain selected
communit ies and countr ies,  compar ing and
contrast ing them with one's own so as to
ensure an appreciat ive understanding of
their differences.

5.  To be able to re late the past  to the pres-
ent  in the study of  change and cont inui ty in
human affairs.

6.  To be aware of  thc imtr l ic . r t ions of  pop-
ulat ion growth upor l  ( )11r. 's  phvsical  and
socia l  environment. '

In most African cc)untries the
syllabi both for primarv and sec-
ondary schools are set bv the gov-
ernment .  Where church-ooerated
schoo l s  s t i l l  ex i s t ,  t hcv  ha r  e  t o  f o l -
l ow  the  same gu ide l i nes  as  t he
government-operated inst i tu t ions.
This is  par t icu lar ly  t rue in  the sec-
ondary schools where students are
prepared for national exams.

Obstacles to lmplementation
The above guidel ines show that

the theoretical Framework exists for
a competent  socia l -s tudies pro-
gram in the Afr ican nat ions.  How-
ever ,  in  some countr ies the pro-
gram has not  been made fu l ly
o p e r a t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  i n
charge have failed to commit suffi-
c ient  resourccs to make i t  succeed.

Some governments havc.  com-
mit ted themselves to upgrading
science training, feeling that they
will achieve qreatest benefit from
the money thus spent .  However,
socia l  s tudies is  cr i t ica l  to  the edu-
cat ion and modernizat ion ef for ts  of
developing nat ions.

Improvement is needed in two
main areas.  Textbooks are seldom
avai lable in  suf f ic ient  ouant i t ies.  In
fac t  t hey  . l r e  ( ) f t en  n t l t  ava i l ab le  a t
a l l .  Teache rs  o f t en  have  l im i t ed
tr t r in i r rg,  and thei r  pay is  so low
that  thev sk io c lasses t0 earn a
second income from another job.
Ne i the r  o f  t hes t '  p rob lems  i s  un ique
to socia l  s tudies,  but  rather  t ied in
wi th other  problems in the educa-
tional systems of the developing
countr ies.

Christ ian Values and
Social Studies

Although social studies offers
some solutions to the conflicts be-
tween peoples and nations, it also
highlights the intractable nature of
certain human problems and draws
attention to the eternal and more
stable values of human existence.
These values seem to have greater
appeal in the third world than in
some of the developed countries.e

A Christian who is well versed in
the social sciences wil l definitelv
have an advantage in interpreting
the human situation at this crit ical
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CH RISTIAN ITY
AND POTITICS
( 'ontinrrt 'r/ lront p,tg,e l9

held by manv Chr is t ians,  wor ld
po l i t i ca l  a f f a i r s  a re  ve ry  c l ose l y
re la ted  to  t he  de ' ve lopmen t  o f
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
churches,  and the complet ion of
the gospel  commission.  Seventh-
day Advent is t  s tudents need to
learn about  pol i t ica l  af fa i rs  and sys-
tems and thei r  re lat ionshin to re l i -
g i on  i n  c l  va r i e t y  o f  gove rnmen ts
and pol i t ica l  systems.  Such knowl-
edge wil l help them better under-
stand thei r  church,  thei r  pol i t ica l
sys tem,  and  the  wor ld  a round
them.  !
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