
Land,  Cary ,  ed i to r .  THE
W O R L D  O F  E L L E N
W H I T E .  H a g e r s t o w n ,
M a r y l a n d :  R e v i e w  a n d
Herald Publ ishing Assn.,
7987 . 253 pages, $16.95.
Discussions of  El len G.  Whi te

and her  wr i t ines of ten a l lude to the
events of  the per iod in  which she
wrote. While a few writ inss have
dea l t  w i t h  c t ' r t . r i n  phas t ' s  o f  t h t '
wor ld about  her .  up to now no
book has spanned her  ent i re l i fe .

Gary Land,  as ec i i tor ,  has focused
on th is  need for  a h is tor ica l  context
for  El le .n Whi te 's  wr i t ings.  He has
brought  together  a new generat ion
o f  h i s t o r i a n s  a n d  w r i t e r s  w i t h
Advent is t  backgrounds to f i l l  th is
gap.

A l t hough  Land  has  compe ten t l v
synthe 's ize 'd the '  l4  ar t ic les tc l  pro-
v i c l e  b e t t c . r  c o n t i n u i t v  a n d
sn r r ro the r  t r ans i t i t l ns ,  t he  w r i t e r s '
ind iv idual i ty  s t i l l  comes through.
Whi le the peclantry  has becn toncd
clowrr  somewhat ,  some c l f  the ar t i -
c l e . s  con ta in  cons ide r . rb l v  more
d t ' t a i l  and  i n -dep th  e rpos i t i t ' r r  L l r an
o thc r r .

The chapter  on Austr i r l ia  reveals,
in  an in terest ing way,  thc '  ex is t ing
front ier  sp i r i t  and prevalent  condi-
tions "ctrwn unclc.r." It sives some
a t te r r t i on  t o  t h t '  i n t t ' r n . r t  i ona l  sc t rpe
o f  Mrs .  Wh i t c ' :  wo rk ,  wh i ch  cou l r l
have been further magnified b1,
reference to her years in Europe.

This volume, wi th i ts  at t ract ive
format  and b lack-and-whi te i l lus-
t rat ions,  f i l ls  a void in  our  l ibrar ies,
I t  draws back the cur ta in to of fer  us
a bet ter  understanding of  the qui te
di f ferent  wor ld of  75 to 100 years
ago,  of fer ing ins ight  in to the envi -
ronment, as well as the social and
oolit ical mil ieu in which Ellen C.
Wnite found herself.

Teachers and students,  as wel l  as
preachers and laypersons, would
ce r ta in l y  enhance  the i r  unde r -
standing of  the background of  the
Adventist Church after spending a
few hours with this volume.

The rev iewer hopes that  Tf te
World of Ellen White wil l whet the
appetites of the professional writ-
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ers who contributed to this book so
that they wil l produce further stud-
ies that wil l present Ellen G. White
as par t  of  her  h is tor ica l  context ,
rather than isolated from it. This
would be a real challenge, but cer-
t a i n l y  a  wo r thwh i l e  p ro jec t . -
Char les B.  Hi rsch.

Dr. ChLrrlrs B. Hirst'lt lras furrrr'fi1 crrl/rlgr' /rti ' i
historrl tntl st'n,t'rl as ri coi lt'gt'prcsitltnt Ltnd itorltl
tdttt'Lttion dircctor of tl:rr Cantrnl Conft'rnt't' ol
SnL'rttlr dtt1 ,4iii,r'rrtists. At thc tinlc of his rtttrt
tt t t' t t t, I u' iL, Lts Lt G t' n t' r Lt I C0l'/r'rt'ttct' t'irt' p rt s iLl c t t t.
Hc a'ri/r's trom Lonrt LirtdLt, Ctlifornh.

Knight,  George R. FROM
1888 TO APOSTASY: THE
CASE OF A. T.  IONES.
H a g e r s t o w n ,  M a r y l a n d :
Review and Herald Pub-
l i sh ing  Assn. ,  1987.  288
pages/ $16.95.
Biographical  in  s tv le and thor-

oughly c locumented wi th 25 pages
of  references,  th is  book te l ls  the l i fe
storv of  one of  thc '  prominent  lead-
ers of  the Scventh-dav Aclvent is t
Ch u r , .  h ,  Alonzrr  T.  Jont 's .  The na r ra-
t ive thrusts the reader in to a stuc lv
o f  A d v r ' n t i s t  h i s t t r r y  d u r i n g , t n r . ' r . i f
i ts  more cc lnt rovers ia l  oer iods.  The
isst res of  the lS lJ l {  cont iovt ' rsy over
r ighteousness by fa i th  and subse-
rruent  controvers ies over  church
ind state and the medical  work
have many contemporary para l le ls .

As a talented spokesman for Ad-
ve'ntism from 

'l 
884 on, Jones was

catapulted into c.xpounding Scrip-
t u re  on  r i gh teousness  by  f a i t h ,
championing re l ig ious l iber ty ,  rep-
resent ing the church in  Congres-
s iona l  hea r i ngs ,  and  re fo rm ing
educat ional ,  medical ,  and publ ish-
ing institutions. Church reorgani-
zat ion and adminis t rat ion were
among his  burdens.

However,  Jones saw no gray
areas. His positions led inevitably
to dogmatism and extremism. Not
one to shrink from controversy,
however, Jones seemingly relished
conflict. "In all his 73 years, the
records indicate,  he never  once
turned his back on a battle."

For many years he appeared as a
sDokesman for  El len C.  Whi te and
a.s a prominent  denominat ional  re-
former. In later years, however, his
r ig id i ty  and stubbornness led to
apostasv and a l ienat ion f rom the
church he had championed in the
late 1800s.

This book offers significant in-
s ights in to the meaning of  the 1888
conference,  the essence of  the prob-
lems of  the Ceneral  Conference
sessions of  1893-1895.  1901-1903.
and the controversies in regard tcr
the laws of  Galat ians.  Wi th in the
biographical  account ,  Knight  a lso
of fers helpfu l  theological  s ide t r ips
into hermeneut ics and the nature '
of  Chr is t .

Teache . r s ,  m in i s te rs ,  and  s tu -
dents of  denominat ion;r l  h is tc l ry
wi l l  see c lear ly  in  th is  volume the
inf luence that  the decis ions and
character  t ra i ts  of  one n lan had on
his church-and a lso on h is  own
l i fe .  Thomas S.  Ceratv.

[)r. TltonLts .S. Ct'rri/V /rrrrglll lrisfurnT il .9D,4
r't;/ir'gt's, ald scnt'r/ as al nssocirl/c dirt't 'tttr oi cdtt-
t'rttitttt for |fu (-,cncruI Llrritlr'rr'ncr'. Noa'ri'firt'ri, itt'
uri tL's f rott t Ar t ga i t t, C uliftt n t irr.

L a n d ,  G a r y ,  e d i t o r .  A D -
VENTISM IN AMERICA.
Grand Rapids,  Michigan:
Will iam B. Eerdmans Pub-
l i s h i n g  C o . ,  f 9 8 6 .  3 0 1
pages. Paper, $14.95.
Th is  b t l ok  p resen ts  a  p ;no ram ic

view of Adve'ntism inAmerica from
1830 to 

.1980. 
Despite a su6;gestion

by the unsigned author  of  a back-
page summary, it is nof a history clf
Adventism in America. The book is
the oroduct ion of  seven outstand-
ing Adventist historians who love
the i r  chu rch  and  have  worked
sac r i f i c i a l l y  f o r  i t s  g row th  and
development. It is an ambitious
undertakinp;.

The need for a general history of
Seventh-day Adventism in Amer-
ica is urgent and long overdue.
Therefore, any new book on the
subject is welcome. However, this
book is not a general history; it is a



so r t  o f  h i s to r i ca l  supe rh ighwav
that  zooms the reader across the
cont inent  of  SDA his torv in  North
Amer i ca .  Though  o f f e r i ng  a  gene ra l
overv iew,,4 tk,c tt tism irr Ant L:ri c n lacks
vi ta l ly  important  h is tor ica l  data.

The book passes over  the st ruc-
tura l  growth-  and developme'nt  of
t he  chu rch  a t  a lmos t  l i gh ten ing
speed,  le t rv i r rg no t ime or  space for
recal l i r rg the var icd . r r rc l  import ; rnt
exper ience's  a long the road.  Too
n r a n y  r m p o r t a n t  p l o n e e r s  a r e
tota l ly  i5 ;norcd.

Yet  for  a l l  th is ,  the story is  in ter-
est ing,  moving,  beaut i fu l ,  ar - rd in-
format ive.  Thc reader catchcs . ' r
g r e r r t  p a n o r a m i c  v i c w  o f  t h c
c h u r c h .  T h c  t o p i c s  i n c l u r l e  t h e
Mi l ler i tc  Movenient  of  the 1830s
and 1840s;  the f i rs t  t ry  at  organiz. i -
t ion in  the l f360s;  the rapid expan-
s ion;  the f i rs t  growing pat ins of  the
last  q uar tcr  of  the |  9 th century;  the
reorganizat ion and shaping o i  the
modern chur t 'h  r rnc l  the problems
and  con t rove rs ies  a f f ec t i ng  t he
chu rch ,  such  as  Sunday  l aws ,  p ro -
phc t i c  i n te rp re t . - r t i on ,  r i gh teous -
ness by fa i th ,  par- r theism, the ro le c t f
El len Cl .  Whi te,  c i ty  evangel ism,
spreacl ing the.  gospel  to  b lacks,  ancl
e x p a n s i o n  a b r o a d .  B u t  t h o u g h
these subje.cts  are in terest ing in-
dcc.c l ,  they lack much of  thc "soul  of
Advent ism."

The edi tor ,  Garv Lancl ,  i r r  h is  ar t i -
c l e ,  "Cop ing  Wi th  Change , "  ob -
s e r v e s  t h a t  t h e  S e v e n t h - d a v
A d v e n t i s t  d e r r o m i r r , r t i o r r  i s  [ . r s t
be ' com ing  a  t h i r d -wo r ld  chu rch .
However,  in  descr ib ing the expan-
s ion and development  of  Aclvent-
ism, b lacks occupy mere headl ines.

Black o ionec ' rs  and leaders who
made substant ia l  contr ibut ions to
the growth of  the church appar-
e n t l y  d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  e n o u g h
status to get  thei r  names men-
tioned. C. E. Bradford, president of
t he  No r th  Amer i can  D iv i s i on ,  was
fortunate enough to be included,
but  outstanding p ioneers l ike J.  H.
Laurence, W. H. Green, G. E. Peters,
F. L. Bland, and E. E. Cleveland wil l
forever remain unknown to the ris-
ing generation of SDAs who de-
pend on th is  book to sketch out  the

history of their church.
For this reviewer, some phases of

t he  book  p roved  d i sappo in t i ng .
One was the cr i t ica l  at t i tude some
of  our  in te l lectuals  are developing
toward Ellen G. White. They fail to
s ta te  t ha t  Mrs .  Wh i te  acknow l -
edged her use of the worc-ls clf
o thers to expla in he.r  messages.  The
book compla ins that  " ln  some cases
where a h is tor ian has so grouped
together evcnts to afford, in brief, a
comprehensive v iew of  the.  subject
. . .  h i s  wo rds  have  bc ' cn  quo ted ,  bu t
in  somc instances no speci f ic  crec ' l i t
h . r s  bee r r  g i v t ' n "  t pp .  I 4 ,  l t ) .  Mrs .
Whi te c ' l ic l  not  have the rL.search
ntr ' thoclo logy of  our  professional
h is tor i . rns.

Another  proble 'm is  the abun-
dant  usc of  imrrersc lnal  s tatements
such . . rs  "of fered bv another  wr i ter"
(p.  50) ,  "A wr i ter  in  the Harbinger"
( .p.  57) ,  "or . re h is tor ian"  (p 67) ,  an
op t im is t i c  c l e l cg . r t e "  (p .  67 ) .  R .
many  as  t h ree  such  s t i l t cmen ts
appear on a s inglc ,  page.  The book
sends the readcr  to the endnotes
t imc and agat in to f ind the actors,
c ln lv  to pnrv idc no in format ior . r .
Thei  book of terr  l is ts  as sources onlv
. t  r t ' f e re r t ce  t ( )  s ( )me , r r t i t ' l e  i r r  t h r '
Rtttirtl tttrd Hcrold.

ln  spi te.  of  these shor tcomings,
Atlt,crrtistrr itr Antt 'r ict has value. It is
easy and inte ' rest ing reacl ing.  

' Ihe

authors are excel lent  s toryte l lers.
The  abundan t  endno tes  shou ld

prove helpfu l  to  graduate stuc lents
hunt ing for  sources in  SDA his torv.
Appendices of fer  usefu l  compar i -
sons of  SDA bel ie fs  drawn up in
1872,  l9 . l l ,  and 1980,  as wt ' l l  . t '  , tn
overv iew of  the membership o i  the
c h u r c h  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e
world for 1870 to 7979.

Church adminis t rators and lav-
pe rs ( )ns  w i l l  f i nd  i n  t he  hook  a  he lp -
f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t r e n d s  n o w
developing in  the church.  Aducnt-
ism in Anrcrica should inspire inter-
es t  i n  SDA h i s to ry  by  s tuden ts  and
church members alike.-Clarence
f. Barnes.

Dr. Clarntce J. Earnas is ChnirntLut oi tht
Deptrtnmrt of Histonl sutl Politicol Scierrcc al
On lrlrtrrrl Co Il t: gt, Fl u n t si, i I I e, A I o b o m Lt,

B a k e r ,  D e l b e r t  W .  T H E
UNKNOWN PROPHET.
Hagers town,  Mary land:
Review and Herald Pub-
l i sh ing  Assn. ,  7987.  760
pages/ $12.95.
The names of  Wi l l iam Foy and

Hazen Foss have been a par t  of
S e v e n t h - d a v  A d v e r r t i s t  f i r l k l o r e
f rom i ts  beginning.  To most  Ad-
vent is ts ,  they are rememberecl  as
two men,  c lne b lack,  who were
div inely  chosen to communicate ; r
message that  was u l t imate ly  borne
for  one descr ibecl  as " the weakest
of  the weak."  For  near ly  150 ycars
n o t h i n g  m o r e  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n
about  them, ancl  the.  l i t t l t  that  has
been wr i t ten has not  beerr  a l to-
gc the . r  accu ra te , -pa r t i cu la r l y  i n
thc case of  Wi l l iam El l is  Foy.

Delber t  Baker,  current lv  ec l i tor  c t f
M r ' : : 0 , q r '  m ( l t . l / i l r e ,  h . i r  r , ' c , , n -
st ructed the l i fe  and v is ions c l f  Foy,
correct ing a number of  misconcep-
t ions that  have resul tec l  f rcm cctr - t -
fus ing Foy wi th Foss ancl  f rom the
general  lack of  in form:r t ion con-
ccrn ing thei r  l ives.

l t  rnay be surpr is ing for  some to
learn that  Foy r rot  onlV re latec l  at
least  two of  h is  v is ions,  but  that  he
also had them publ ishecl  for  greater
c i rcu lat ion,  together  wi th a br ic ' f
na r ra t i ve  o f  h i s  Ch r i s t i an  expe -
r ience.  Bakc ' r  reex;rmines th is  oam-
p h l e t ,  s u p p l e m e n t i n g  F o y ' s  . r u t o -
b iog raph i ca l  ske tch  w i th  recen t
gcnealogical  research.  Devot ing a
chapter  to each v is ion,  he analyzes
thei r  sp i r i tua l  themes and the mes-
sages that  might  have spared the.
Mi l ler i te  bel ievers the d isappoint -
mcnt  of  Octoher l t ' t4{ .

What  makes th is  work of  broader
interest  is  Baker 's  i l luminat ion of
the d i f f icu l t  soc ia l  s t ructurc.  con-
f ront ing a f ree b lack such as Fov in
mid-19th centurv America. He inter-
\ {eaves the narrat ive of  Fov 's  l i fe
w i th  a  dep i c t i on  o f  b l acks ' re i i g i . r us
involvement  in  and around the
Mi l ler i te  era,  thus provid ing an
avenue to introduce to students
our church's ethnic diversitv from
i ts  ear l iest  years.

Continued on pnge 42
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i za t i on ,  19 th -cen tu ry  su f f r age
movements, abortion and birth-
control clinics, and female ordina-
tion issues could also stimulate
thought.

Students' reasoning abil it ies and
ski l ls  in  log ic  can be pol ished by
debates on topics related to women
in historical contexts: Should SDA
women be ordained as elders or
pastors? Is the best man for the f ob
sometimes a woman? Did the Prot-
estant Reformation help or hinder
women's ro les? Cooperat ion be-
tween teachers of Bible, civics and
history, and guidance counselors
c a n  l e a d  t o  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b y
women who serve as elders or pas-
tors, chaplains in hospitals or the
armed services, or as counselors to
abused women. Listening to these
women descr ibe the chai lenges of
t he i r  ca ree rs  and  how they  p re -
pared for the work they do would
be an eye-opening experience for
many students.

Suggestions for College-Level
Instruction

For the Seventh-day Advent is t
college or university professor, the
market is f looded with textbooks
sensitive to religious, minority, and
women's issues. Certainly one of
the best for a Western civil ization
course,  however,  is  Kagan,  Oz-
ment, and Turner's new textbook
The Western Heritage.5 The authors
place significant emphasis on social

BOOK REVIEWS
Contlnued lront page 3l

Because of the rather widespread
misconception of Foy's commis-
sion, The Unknown Prophet deserves
careful reading by all educators in
denominational history. Its narra-
tive style, i l lustrations, and unusu-
ally short chapters make the book
inviting for secondary-level stu-
den ts  wh i l e  adu l t  r eade rs  w i l l
enjoy the mix of social, historicaf
and theological insights that come
from get t ing bet ter  acquainted
with the first prophet of the Advent
Movement.-Tim Poirier. !

Tim Poirier is an Archiuist and Researcher t'or
the Ellen G. White ktate in Washington, D.C.
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and cul tura l  h is tory,  inc luding
women's roles and family historv
through the ages.  Topic i  inc lud-e
women in Athens; the Roman fam-
ily; medieval women and children;
the Reformat ion and changing
roles of women; and family l i fe in
ear ly  modern Europe.  In thei r  sur-
vey of the modern period, the au-
thors give extensive coverage to
why witchcraft and witch hunts
occurred; explain the family struc-
ture and economy of 18th-century
Europe, during the Industrial Revo-
lution in England, and in the late-
Victorian era; and explore the new
pat terns of  women's work and
roles in post-1945 Europe.

For the Western Civil ization in-
structor, O'Faolain and Martines'
book Nof in God's Imase: Women in
History f rom thc Cruks to tht Victori-
ans6 provides a marvelous com-
pendium of primary sources and
readings for each era of European
history. For U.S. history, Miriam
Schneir's F emin ism : The Essential His-
torical WritingsT includes a broad
and often witty selection of period
pieces that reflect the spectrum of
opinions by and about women for
each epoch.

Other Resources
A vast array of audicl-visual ma-

terials also awaits the enterprising
college professor. Some of the best
color f i lms, available for nominal
rental fees at university media cen-
ters, include "Hey! What About
Us?"; "Job Discrimination: Doing
Something About  l t " ;  "The Role of
Women in the Movies"; "sexual

Harassment: No Place in the Work-
place"; "Sugar and Spice," as well
as a host of f i lm biographies on
s u c h  t o p i c s  a s  " C o a l m i n i n g

W o m e n , "  " G e o r g i a  
O ' K e e f e , "

"Mary Cassatt," and many more.
Hands -on  h i s to ry  f o r  co l l ege

students could inc lude book re-

vlews on major issues related to
women (which should represent
i n -dep th  c r i t i ca l  ana l yses ,  no t
summary repor ts) ;  comparat ive
studies (women's roles in ancient
Greece  compared  w i th  Rome;
American versus British suffrage
movements;  Moslem versus ChrG-
tian women's roles)i and significant
l i f e - a n d - t i m e s  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f
women.

S tuden t  deba tes  on  cu r ren t
issues l ike equal  pay,  women/s
ord inat ion,  and abort ion could
explore the prejudices and histori-
cal roots of contemporary condi-
tions for women. Panel discussions
featuring short reports, dialogue,
and question-and-answer periods
with audience participation can be
b e n e f i c i a l  i n  h e i g h t e n i n g  t h e
awareness of college students of
both sexes.

Showing provocative fi lms such
as those listed above and in the bib-
l iography can make young people
sensitive to biases, historical con-
text, photo slant, and emotional
undertones of which thev mav not
be  aware .  One  s tunn inp ,  f i lm  i n  t h i s
genre is  "Ki l l ing Us Sol t ly :  Adver-
tising's lmage of Women," which
deals wi th the sexis t  imag,ery per-
petuated by a lcohol  ads in  the
media.

Broadening the Curriculum
By far the most important step a

college professor can take to in-
c r e d s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  w o m e n ' s
issues in the classroom, however, is
to introduce courses that address
history,  l i terature,  government ,
soc io logy ,  and  re l i g i on  f rom a
woman's perspect ive.

At present, no Adventist college
offers a B.A. degree in women's
studies. None even offers regular
c o u r s e s  i n  w o m e n ' s  h i s t o r v .
though an occasional course featui-
ing women in history, l i terature, or

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY: FILMS
Elementary  (K-8)

"And Every th rng  N ice"  r20  min . .  co lo r ,  1974r"Katv"  (  17 'min . . -co lo r .  1974)"Olg'a" 147 min., color, 1975)"Other  Women.  Other  Work"  (20  min . ,  co lo r ,  t97 . t t"Rookie 
of the \ ear" (47 min., color, 1973)"Susan 

B. Anthony" (20 min., B&W 1951)"Woman's 
Place" (52 min., color, 1974)"Women 

at Work: Change, Choice, Challenge" (19 min., color,1977)"Young 
Women in  Spor ls "  (16  min . ,  co lo r ,  I "975t
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