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Clarifying the Missioft,
Renewirg the System

here can be no doubt that those involved with SDA edu-
cation need "wisdom and spiritual understanding for full
insight into [God's] wil l," so that our schools may become
more "worthy 

of the Lord" and, ult imately, "entirely pleas-
ing to him." Surely all those who carry teaching or administrative
responsibil i t ies need to be strengthened "with ample power to meet
whatever comes with fortitude, patience, and lindeed, withl ioy"
(Colossians 1:9-11) .*

I invite you to reflect for a few minutes on some elements of God's
wil l for Adventist education. While there are many things we do not
know about Cod's wil l, there are some things we do know.

I t  is  Cod's wi l l  that  we be act ive ly  concerned about  the qual i ty  of
SDA educat ion.  Of  course we a l l  be l ieve that  Advent is t  educat ion
should be good educat ion.  I  have never  heard a speech in favor  of
medicrcrity. Butbclieuing in excellence and falkirr.qabout it are not the
same as achirtinc it.

Educat ional  c lual i ty  ensures that  every student  learns as much as
he or  she is  capable of  learn ing.  I  t  can o icur  at  every level ,  in  every
c lass,  and wi th every student ,  regardless of  background.  A remedia l
reading course can bc.  e 'xcel lent  educat ion.  So can a junior-h igh
cooking class or a second-grade spell ing exercise.

Gocld educat ion requi res adecluate ( though not  necessar i ly  e labo-
rate) facil i t ies and, most of all, good teachers-teachers who know
thei r  subjects and thei r  s tudents and are genuinely in terested in
bo th .

Every Adventist school-from elementary through professional
level -ought  to be commit ted to excel lence.  The Sel tzer  Daley sur-
vey reminds us that Adventist families are seriously cclncerned
about  the c lual i ty  of  Advent is t  educat ion,  and that  they are not
wil l ing to pay for inferior education.

Religious commitment is no substitute for good education (any-
more than for good medical care). Indeed, religious commitment is a
rL'ason for good education.

In seeking to achieve excellence, however, we must recognize our
l imi tat ions.  One of  the great  temptat ions is  to  t ry  to do too much.
This is understandable, because our students need-and their par-
ents want-many things.

What we do, we must do as well as anyone can. A student should
be able to learn as much about English at Atlantic Union College as
at Stanford or Harvard; as much chemistry at Loma Linda Academy
as at some famous Eastern prep school. If we cannot do something
very well, and there is not reasonable prospect of doing it well,
perhaps we should not try to do it at all. We must not confuse variety
with quality.

How shall we proceed? With the guidance of the Holy Spirit we
need to be readv to think new thoughts, and to do new things. To
this end we need to ask some questions: Should we make some
structural changes? Should we have a more integrated, cooperative
system of higher education? Should there be more variety withrn
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DIVINE DRAGON.
SLAYE R
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nated.  Though a b i t  unusual ,  i t
demonstrates beaut i fu l ly  how the
Israelites adapted a concept quite
familiar to their contemporaries tct
say something about  redempt ion
and the God of Israel.

Numerous passages in the Old
Tes tamen t  desc r i be  Cod  as  t he
mighty warr ior  who,  in  ant iqui ty ,
"picrced the dragon," clr the "flee-

ing sc'rpent," who "crushed Rahab
l ike a carcass,"  and "broke the
h e a d s  o f  t h e  d r a g o n  o n  t h e
waters."  r

As one re.ads these star t l ing b ib-
l ic t r l  passages,  he or  she wi l l  recog-
nize in  the surroundine verses the
theme of  Creat ion.  Do we have
here an innovat ive way of  a l lud ing
to the Creator? How are we to
re late to such unusual  imagery?
The story behind a l l  th is  is  rather
bizarre', but needs to be told, since
most  Chr is t ians wi l l  se ldom qain
an understanding c l f  these texts
throuE;h the Sabbath sermon.

Thc .  Baby lon ian  c rea t i on  ac -
coun t ,  en t i t l ed  ENUMA EL ISH,
was widelv known in the anci€rnt

world. Brieflv. it unfolds as follows:
A battle scene is set between Tia-
mat, the monster goddess of the
sea, who created chaos and disas-
ter; and Marduk, a giant warrior
whose position among the gods
depended upon his military prow-
e s s .  T o  c o n q u e r  t h e  m o n s t e r ,
Marduk enlisted the help of winds
and weapons.  As they began thei r
strugg,le, the wind blasted into the
open, fiery mouth of the dragon,
bloating and disarming her.

In a flash, Marduk pierced her
heart  wi th a wel l -p laced arrow,
completing his conquest with mace
blows to T iamat 's  head.  He then
s e p a r a t e d  h e r  b o d y  i n t o  t w c r
halves. Of the upper one he con-
st ructed a dome he cal led the sky.
The  l ower  po r t i on  became the
e a r t h .  L a s t l v .  M a r d u k  f o r m e d
humankind f rom the b lood and
remain ing v iscera.

Although rather grisly, this story
spread widely and was popular
a m o n g  p c o p l e s  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t
Near East .  More important ly ,  i t
became, irr the hands of inspired,
creat ive Israel i tes,  a means of  turn-
ing at tent ion to the t rue Cod who
was the genuine Creatclr.

When many Israel i tes (especia l ly
those in Babylonian capt iv i tv)  were
tempted to t rust  in  ido ls  dur ing

t i m e s  o f  t r i a l ,  b i b l i c a l  w r i t e r r
adapted an ancient, popular nivth
to make a statement about the Cotl
of  Israel .  "You thought  i t  was Mar-
duk who pierced the drap;on ..rnrl
created the world? Let me tell vou
about  the t rue Creator l  He crush.- , . l
the serpent (overcame chaos ancl
d isaste i )  and created the universe.
And now He is able to fight anr
dragon af f l ic t ing you,  to  help in
every situation."

These writers thus used rhetori-
cal devices to draw Israel's atten-
t ion,  by means of  creat ive readap-
tat ion,  to  the only source of  l i fe  and
help i r r  t imes of  d is t ress- the onlv
t rue God.

A Worthwhile Endeavor

Reading the b ib l ica l  text  through
the spectacles of ancient historv
and cul ture may not  be easy,  but  i t
is worth investing the time ancl
energy. ln this way, the Bible comes
al ive.  I t  becomes dynamic and v i -
brant .  Events and characters jump
off neatly printed p.rge's into the
churning st ream of  l i fe ,  and we
exper ience Cod's act iv i ty  anew.
Such study helps us bet ter  under-
stand human and d iv ine behavior ,
a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  G o d ' s  s a v i n g
act ion.

As teachers,  the chal lenge con-
fronting us is at least twofold. Wc
must  d iscover  th is  r ichness for  the
sake of  ourown Bib le s tudy.  But  we
must  a lso foster  in terest  among;  our
students and create an atmosphere
in  w l r i ch  t hey  can  unde rs tand ,  ap -
preciate, trnd uti l ize the principles
o f  i n te rp re ta t i on  as  t hey  read
Scr ipture.

Suggested Resources
The following recommendations

may open some doors for profes-
s ional  growth and development  in
this area and provide a springboard
for classroom application.

Three types of  mater ia l  are im-
portant: Old Testament introduc-
t i ons ,  h i s to r i es ,  and  repo r t s  o f
archaeological discoveries relating
to Old Testament times. Introduc-
t i ons  t yp i ca l l y  dea l  w i t h  back -
ground issues and provide infor-
mation about each biblical book.
The one I use for my college classes
is OldTestament Suntev.s Although a
bit technical, it is a balanced, mid-
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the.  system as a whole,  and less var iety  wi th in par t icu lar  inst i tu-
t ions? Should wc'  devekrp d i f ferent  k inds of  postsecondary schools
to prov ide d i f ferent  k inds of  educat ion? Should some academies and
colleges have higher academic expectaticlns th;rn others? Should
mclre time, effort, and money be invested in recruiting students at ail
levels? Should teachers be bet ter  oaid?

I f  one of  our  temptat ions is  to  t ry  to do too much,  another  is  to  be
impatient with the process of getting good information. Whenever
there is an evident problem, we are in danger of being seduced by a
br ight  idea.  But  creat iv i ty  and d iscussion are not  adequate subst i -
tutes for gathering data and analyzing the facts.

Let us with Paul pray for wisdom and spiritual understanding so
that Adventist education "may bear fruit in active g;oodness of every
k ind,  and 5;row in the knowledge of  God."  We may be sure that  He
wi l l  s t rengthen us in  His g lor ious might  wi th "ample power to meet
whatever comes with fortitude, patience, and ioy."*-Fritz Guy. I

Dr. Fritz Cuy is Associaft' Pastor of tht Uniutrsity Church of SDA in Loma Linda, Cttlifttrnia,
and Lr:cturtr in Thr:ology at Lonm Linda Unit t'rsity. This editorial is condensed from a uorship
talk he gatte to the NAD Boards oi Higher Education on lanuary 5,7988.

*Frorn fhe Nsar English tsible. o The Delegates of the Oxford University Press and the
Svndics of  the Cambridge Univers i ty  Press 1970. Repr inted by permission.
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