
TFIE

NDW TDS
AI\D C

Bv  ioh r r  C  i l r i r n t

C)ne dav a str-rdent c.ime t() me
for  some help on a term paper.  Hc
was wr i t ing on the topic  "Was Paul
Inf luenced by Hel lenism?" ior  . r
W e s t e r n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  c l a s s .  H e
thought  that  as a New Tc.st . rment
teacher I  might  help.

The'  quest ion h is  papcr  r . r ised
was a tough one to answc' r .  P.ru l
was not  just  in f luencecl  by Hel le-
n is t icr  cu l ture,  he grew up as p. r r t  o i
i t .  Asking whether  Paul  was in i lu-
enced by cul ture is  l ike asking i f  i
have been influenced by Ame'rican
customs, when I havt. spent mv
ent i re l i fe  l iv ine i r r  that  nat ion.  The
way I  eat ,  dress,  ta lk ,  and l ive; r re t - r l l
shaped  by  t he  fac t  t ha t  I  am an
Amer ican.

That  is  not ,  however,  the.  only
inf luence t ln  me.  I  have a lso l ived
my ent i re l i fe  as a member of  a re l i -
g i ous  subcu l t u re ,  Seve 'n th -day
Adventism, and that too influences
how I l ivc'. ln ftrct, it makes me dif-
ferent in some ways from the Amer-
ican cul ture in  which I  l ive.  But
wher-r  I  t ravel  in  another  country
people never theless have no prob-
l e m  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  I  a m  a n
American.

Paul grew up in a religic'rus sub-
cul ture.  He was a ]ew who l ived,
not in Palestine, but in an urban,
Hellenistic environment. AII of this
shaped Paul .  Nei ther  he nor  any
other scriptural author wrote from
a c loud out  in  the sky somewhere,
uninfluenced by the world around
them.

Yet at the same time Paul was
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hardlv iust a mirror of his culture.
The impact of the gospel in his life
caused him to challenge important

elements in both hrs prevail ing cul-
ture and subculture. In his writ ings
as well as the rest of the New Testa-
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Though Paul urcts irlfluenced bg Hellenism,
he was notjust a mirror oJ the preuailing
culture.

ment there is a constant interplay
between gospel and culture.

Obviously then, understanding
the background of a writer wil l help
us understand what  he or  she has
written. An understanding of cul-
t u re  can  a id  ou r  s tudv  o f  t he  New
Tes tamen t  i n  seve ra l  wavs .  I t  he lps
us interpret Scripture, it h-elps .."ute
an interest in Scripture, and it helps
us  imp lame i r f  t he  p r i nc ip les  o f
Scr ipture as we st ruggle to l ive
out  the gospel  in  our  own cul tura l
s i tuat ion.  Let  us examine each of
these.

lnterpretation
An understanding of  cu l ture a ids

interpretat ion in  many ways.  For
example,  Romans 14:2 has of ten

Lion-Or Slain Lamb?
The magnificent heavenly vision

in Revelation 4-5 presents another
case where cultuial and historical
understanding aids interpretation.
At the beginning of chapter 5 John
weeps because there is no one to
open the all- important scroll in the
right hand of God. Then he hears
that a l ion from the tribe of Judah
can do it.

We lose much of the significance
o f  t h i s  passage  un less  we  rea l i ze
that a whole body of l i terature in
the Jewish culture of Tohn's dav
used symbols to speak of the end of
the world. Scholars today call this
literature "Jewish Apocalyptic." In
th is  l i terature the common symbol
o f  t h e  M e s s i a h  w a s  a  l i o n . r  l o h n  i s

of the equahtv and liberation of
women. In both Judaism and the
prevail ing Hellenistic culture of the
first century we find advice that
takes similar form but has very dif-
ferent  tone and content .  For  exam-
ple, the Jewish sage who wrote
Ecclesiasticus, advises husbands: "lf

you have a wife after your own
heart, do not divorce her; but do
not trust yourself to one you can-
not love."5

He also says,

Woman  i s  t he  o r i g i n  o f  s i n
and i t  is  through her that  we al l  d ic.
Do not  leave a leaky c istern to dr ip
or a l low a bad wi fe to say what she l ikes.
I f  she does not  accept vour contro l
d ivorce her and send her away. , ,

On the Hellenistic side, the phi-
losopher Plutarch (c. 46-120) wrote
an essay entit led "Advice to the
Br ide and Groom."7 ln  i t  he admon-
ishes that  the woman is  to h ide
hersel f  away when her  husband is
not  present ,  g ive way to h is  leader-
ship and preferences in everything,
consider the e.state as belonging tct
h im even i f  she contr ibuted the
greater part when they were mtrr-
ried, follow her husband's religion
w h a t e v e r  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  a n d
always be fa i th fu l  to  her  husband
whi le permi t t ing h im to have a
mistress.E

Obviously Paul was not simply
parrot ing the customs of  the dayl
Rather he is trying to move Chris-
t i a n s  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  6 ; r e a t e r
mutual i ty  and equal i ty  between
husband and wi fe.  But  we see th is
only when we understand the pre-
vai l ing at t i tudes of  h is  day.  We
need to grasp the direction that he is
t ry ing to move people wi th h is
advice.

Interest
An understanding of  b ib l ica l  cu l -

ture can make the study of  Scr ip-
ture more interesting and alive.
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  i d e n t i f y
more with Paul if they learn about
the urban Hellenistic environment
and its effect on his writ ing. For
example, Paul grew up in a sports-
minded city with a gymnasium,
running t rack,  and horse-rac ing
track. This shows up in the kinds of
i l lustrations he uses. Unlike Jesus,
who told agrarian parables about
wheat fields and fishermen, Paul
uses  i l l l us t ra t i ons  abou t  t r ack

been seen as a problc.m for Ad-
ventists. Here Paul says, "One man's
fa i th  a l lows h im to eat  everyth ing,
but  another  man,  whose fa i th  is
weak,  eats only  vegetable 's"  (51Y; .2
That doesn't sound like very good
support  for  the church 's  s tand on
vegetarianism.

But  an understanding of  f i rs t -
century cul ture shows that  no one
at that t ime refrained from meat for
reasclns of health. The issues in-
volved then were very different.
People abstained from meat for
ascetic reasons. Some wanted tc-r
deny the body for the sake of the
soul. In fact, Plutarch quotes the
medical writer Androcydes who
said,  " I l lndulgence 

in meat  makeIs l
the body stronS; and vigorous, but
the soul  weak." l

It is no surprise that Paul should
fail to show great sympathy for
th i s  k i nd  o f  vege ta r i an i sm (a l -
though he did show concern for
those who held these misguided
conv i c t i ons ) .  When  we  unde r -
stand the cultural situation Paul
addressed we can see that  the
chap te r  can  ha rd l y  be  used  to
speak against  vegetar ianism (as
some have done), which is based
on a completely different motiva-
tion. i.e.. health.
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tolcl that the Messiah wil l t;rke ci.rre
of  cvr- rv th i r rg ancl  open the scml l .
But  when John looks he dor 'sn ' t  sce
a l ion-ht-  sees n s la in lamb.

Thus  Reve la t i on  c r i t i c t ues  the
c ( )mm( )n  l t 'w i s l r  unde rs t , r i r t l i r r g  o f
Messiah bv showing th i r t  Messiah
h.rs a l ready come, not  . rs  the ex-
pected l ion,  but  as the s ln in laml . r
who br ings salvat ion to the wr l r lc l .

Advice to Husbands and Wives

Paul 's  advice to wives and hus-
banc l s  i n  Ephes ians  5  p rov ides
.rnothcr  example of  the value of
cul tura l  backerouncl  for  the in ter-
pretat ion c l f  New Testament  te.x ts .
Even though Paul  begins th is  sec-
t ion wi th the admoni t ior r  that  a l l
are to be subject  to  each othe.r  (v .
2 l  ) ,  and ends bv p lac ing the great-
est  responsib i l i ty  on the husband,
lvho is to love his wife as Christ
krves us and be wil l ine to die for
hc.r ,  many st i l l  v iew in a chauvin is-
t ic  way Paul 's  advice that  women
are to be subject  to  thei r  husbands.
In fact, the text is even used to pre-
vent women from assuming certain
func t i ons  i n  t he  chu rch .

Yet  when Paul 's  advice is  seen
against  the prevai l ing cul ture of  h is
day, it becomes obvious that Paul is
definitely moving in the direction



meets and boxing matches (".g., 1
Corinthians 9 :24-27 ). Many su g gest
that he must have been something
of a sports fan.

New Testament ideas also come
alive when students realize that
the terms used were or ig inal ly
vivid picture words and not theo-
logical jargon as they have become
today. For instance, in the culture
of the day, the term redemption was a
word  f rec luen t l y  hea rd  on  the
streets. Vivid and emotional pic-
tures were attached to it. In that
society a huge percentage of  the
populat ion were s laves.  From t ime
to time they would be set free,
cre'ating; a whole social class known
as freedmen.

ln this context the term rcdeftrp-
f ior r  is  anyth ing but  abstract  jargon.
It referred to the release of a slave
From bondap;e. Only when students
identify with the first-century slave
who re jo ices in  h is  or  her  f reedom
can they real ly  understand what  i t
means when Paul  speaks of  Jesus"in whom we have redemption, the
fo rg i veness  o f  s i ns "  (Co loss ians
. l : 14 ) .

lmplementation

Like first-century Christians, we
too must  decide how to apply the
gospel  wi th in our  cul tura l  context .
We have tcl discern where to accept
the values of  our  cul ture and when
to courageously challenge them.

Some have  thouqh t  t ha t  i t  i s
c.nough to be against the world, but
th is  is  not  t ruc ' .  I  once heard a
church member express d ismay
that  the church was becoming just
l i ke  t he  wo r ld  because  i t  had
passed a statement on racial equal-
i ty .  The member thought  that  the
church was just  copying the c iv i l -
rights movement.

In fact, sometimes the world is
moving in the right direction. How
do we know when? Obviously  we
have to keep our focus on Scrip-
ture. We can do this more intell i-
gen t l y  i f  we  see  the  i n te rp lay
between the gospel and the culture
of the biblical writer.

For  example,  I  have heard i t
argued that the New Testament
standards of sexual morality are
obso le te  because  they  m i r ro r  a
social situation that is nresexual
revolut ion.  Yet  one doesn' t  have to

Iook at f irst-century culture very
long to discover that sexual revolu-
tions are hardly a modern inven-
tion. Here we find an area where
Paul obviously believed that the
principles of the gospel demanded
going against the prevail ing cul-
ture. As we see how Paul reacted
against the mores of his day we wil l
real ize that  we too must  be wi l l ing
to challenge the sexual values of
modern Western culture.

A Crit ique of Babylon-And Now

Another example comes From the
book of Revelation. An understand-
ing of  the t ime of  John makes i t
clear that Revelation 18 is not orrl-ry a
prophecy about  the future.  I t  is  a lso
a very pclwerful crit ique of the cul-
ture of  Rome. The use of  the term

Understanding the
culture oJ a writer will
help us understand
what he or she has
written.

Babylon would have ale'rted first-
century readers that  John was ta lk-
ing about  Rome. The l i terature of
Jewish apocalypt ic  of ten used the
term Babylon as a cryptic reference
to Rome. The pract ices of  Babylon
l is ted in  Revelat ion 18 mir ror  the
a b u s e s  o f  f i r s t - c e n t u r y  R o m a n
merchants and t raders.  These peo-
ple even deal t  in  the l ives of  human
beings as they bought  and sold
s laves (v .  18) .

John's strong condemnation of
t he  l uxu ry  and  consp i cu ( )us  con -
sumption of his day certainly offers
something for  us to th ink about .
We live in the days when these
prophecies are to be ultimately ful-
f i l led, and we too l ive in a society of
luxury and conspicious consump-
uon.

Recognizing this interplay be-
tween John's faith and his culture
challenges us to think seriously
about how we as Americans relate
to a culture that consumes 10 times
as much of the planet's resources
per capita as the average inhabitant
of the world.

Suggestions for Teachers

These examples reveal several
ways that an understanding of cul-
ture, both that of the first century
and our day, enriches the study of
the Bib le.  How can the teacher ut i -
I ize th is  perspect ive to enhance
Bible study in the classroom?

Don't fall into the trap of think-
ing that  only  b ib l ica l  scholars have
the resources and the background
to  unde rs tand  He l l en i c  o r  Jew ish
cul ture.  Much helpfu l  and readable
mater ia l  is  readi ly  avai lable today
in works such as those menticlned
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  a n d
in popular  commentar ies (many
avai lable in  paperback at  reason-
able pr ices) .

Don't leave all the fun to the
supposed experts .  Enjoy th is  en-
r i ch ing  expe r i ence  you rse l f  and
wi th your  s tudents.  Let  them read
interesting primary source material
re lat ing to the cul ture of  the New
Testament .  Fc l r  example,  a t ransla-
t ion of  the Dead Sea Scrol ls  is  avai l -
able in  inexpensive paperback.e By
reading them students can learn
about  the bel ie fs  of  sectar ian Jews
who were contemporaries of Je.sus.
Ask your pupils to read a few parges
of  the fasc inat ing ru les by which
th i s  commun i t y  l i ved  and  then
compare and contrast  what  they
discover  wi th the teaching of  Jesus
and New Testament  authors.

Or have students read a loud ex-
cerpts from the fewish historian
Josephus.  His account  of  the pomp
and splendor of Titus's triumphant
entry in to Rome af ter  the destruc-
tion of ferusalem makes interesting
reading. Ask students to compare it
wi th Mark 's  account  of  Jesus '  t r i -
umphant  entry  in to Jerusalem.

You might  ask students t0 repor t
cln ways l ife was different in the
first-century world. For instance,
they might  consider  what  i t  would
be like to have your parent pick
your spouse and be married by age
13 or 14 if you were a girl or by late
teens if a boy. Numerous other proj-
ects could help students use their
imagination and put themselves in
first-century shoes.

Sources for Additional Reading

Finally, let's look at some biblio-
g raph ic  resources  to  he lp  the

Continued on page 39
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dle-of- the- theological - road compi-
l a t i o r r  o f  he lp fu l  i n fo rma t i on .

A rchaeo log i ca l  backg round  i s
avai lable in  manv sources.  Two I
have found especiallv helpful are
these: Thc Bible and Archtteoktqv6 and
Archatolo,qv ol l l tt Bihlt '  Book lru-Brrtrk.-
S tuden ts  espec ia l l v  can  bene f i t
from the. Rejder's Digest volume,
Grcnt PcoytlL' of tfu Bihlc ttntl Hou, Thcy
I-ittr:d.

Understancl ing and aprpreciat ion
of  lsa iah 's  s igrr -chi ld ,  the law of
ret r ibut ion,  par t r iarchal  prc lpr ie ty ,
and Cocl 's  bat t le  wi th the sea mctn-
ster  c i . rn be errhanced bv examininq
. r t t ' i t , r r t  h i s t o r i t a l  . r n d  c u l t t r r a I
backgrouncl .  The task is  not  easy,
h t r t  t he  r t ,w . r rds . r re  b t ' v t rn r l  ca t cu -
l a t i r t t r .  S c r i p t u r t '  w i l l  i . m e  a l i v e .
We  w i l l  be  be t t c r  ec lu ipped  to
aPplv (anr1 to ec luc. r te our  s tudents
t o  a p p l y )  w h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l a u t h o r s
intencled.  We wi l l  a lso have our
fa i th  s t rcngthencd as we see how
Cocl  resp-roncls  rec lempt ive. ly  to
otr r  needs toc- lav as i r r  t imes of
olcl

N ( )  f  t r s  A N I )  l i t r l i l , l i F N ( ' l . S

l  rn r t ' s  N ' lu i l rn  h t r  r t ,  "Lzek ie l , "  
/ ) r r r l t ' l r  ( - r r r r r r r r r , i r

I t l t v o i l | l  l t Bi lt l t, N{. t}laek, l ' . Nt,lsorr ( N.rshvil lc, I 9tr2,
I ( l t5 )  ( l .ondon:  \1 . rn  Nos l r rn r l  l { r in l ro ld ,  1962) ,  p r
5t)fi.

-  l : l l t ,n  ( , .  \ \ ' h i t f ,  I l l r )1 . . ' l l / s  I  run  l l t c  ! t4out t l  t l  l l l t : : : ;
t , ,  '  \ 1 , ' r r n t . r r n  \  i '  r r  (  . r l r l  l ' , r ,  r t r L  l ' n  s -  I ' r r l ' l i r l r r r r t ,
1 \ssn . ,  l t )5 i ' ) ,  p  I

' l s . r i a h  7 : l - l  l ( )  I h ( '  t r . t r ) s l . t t i o r r  r t , f l t ' c t s  I t , r v
r  k rs r ' l I  lh t '  l J t , l ' r t ' l  ! i r , r rnn t r r . rnc l  vor ' . rb r r la r \ .

' l \ l . r r , ' t  r ,  l l r ,  r r ' , .  l r '  l u ( l ( ,  l , ' l '  l " .  l l  l l  l ' r
7 .L12 17 ;  l i9 :9  l l ;  l s . r  5 l :9 ,  l ( l

'  I l v  \ t i l l i anr  S , r l lo r (1  L , rSor  c i  r l . ,  p t rb l i shcr l  by
l r r r t ln r rns .

"  Uv  J .  r \ .  Ihonr l rs , l r  ( l )ub l i she t l  bv  l . c r r ln r , rns ,
l , ) ; "  I  r r . l ,  I ' l - . \ l

l l r '  ( , . r . r l v rh  (  o rn l t ' k1  ( l , r rb l i sh t ' r l  l r y  I l . r rper
, t t t t l  l i rn ,  197( ) ,  l98 l  j .

esting background material relat-
ing to the four  Cospels see Joachim
Jeremias, Jerusalem in the Time of
lesus.tz Perhaps the easiest survey
to read (i l lustrated with excellent
pictures) is HarTter's World of the ltnu
Testsmtnt  by Edwin Yamauchi . r3
Both e lementary and secondary
teachers would f ind many wavs to
make the New Testament  more
inte ' rest ing and understandable in
reading th is  volume. F inal ly ,  C.  K.
Barret t ,  T l rc  Ncar Tcstanrcnt  Bsck-
lrLttrntl: Sclactad Documentstt offers a
col lect ion of  or ig inal  s( )urces that
i l lust rate the cul tura l  and h is tor ica l
background of  the New Testament .
Some'  of  th is  mater ia l  is  fa i r ly  tech-
n ical ,  but  i t  o f fers in terest inc in-
s ights in to f i rs t -centurv cul ture ' .  I

\ ( )  l  ES AN|  )  I {F  F t - .R t iNC l :S
I  Ihe  te rnr  I  l t l l u t ts r t t  r t , fe rs  to  the  pr t , la i l ing  c r r l

tu re  ( ) t  the  Mec l i te r ran t ' . rn  u 'o r lc l  , r t  the  t in t t 'o f  the
New les tanrent  w, r i te rs .  I 'he  conquests  o f  A le r -
. rnc lc r  the  ( , roa t  in  th r :  four th  ccn turv  B .C ' .  h rc l
b rLrught  C i rc t ' k  J r t ,  thought ,  cus t ( )n )s ,  anr l  ]a t r -
gu , rge  th roughout  thc  rcg ion  , rnd  h t ' lp t , r i  c rc . t t t  a
cor t tn ron  c r r l tu r t ' .

I  l  ronr  Hr , lV  / l i l , / r ' :  N  nL ,  I  r t  lL '  n r  u f  u t  t  t  u !  \ i ys r r r i .  ( 'opv
r i th t  " '  l ! )78  l rv  t l r t '  N t .N York  In te rn , r t ionr l  l ] i t r l c
Soc i t ' t r ' .  Uscr l  b l  pern t iss ion  o f  Zonden,an  [ ] ib le
I ' r r b l i s h t , r s

I  I ) lu1r rch ,  , i \ i ) rd l i r i ,  f rdns .  l  rank  C 'o le  Urbb i t t ,  c t
a l .  Loc [ .  ( lass ic . r l  I - ib ra r r ,  (N t 'w ,  York :  ( , .  l ' .  I ,u t
r ram's  Sons,  1927) ,  r ,o l .  12 ,  p .555.

I  For  . r r  ex rnrp l t ,  s t ' r '  l h r  . rpocr t ,ph . t l  f , rx rk  l l
l r sc l ras  l2 ;12 .  (  h . rp ts15 3  I .1  o i  th is - i vork  a r t ,  th r
l i r \ t  e c n t u r v  J e w  i s h  a p o c , t l v p t i t  u , o r k  k n o n  n , t s  I V
l /Itr

'  l  r  r ' i r ' s r , rs / r r  i t s  o r  I  lu  w ' i sdont  o l l i , r r .S i rach  7 :26-2 i ] ,
T/rr ' Nt:r ' I rrr/ is/r I l i lr ir '  l \ r lh Ayotryltht.

"  lb id  ,  25 :2 .1 -26
Nlortl in, \ '()1. 2, pp. 2t)9 3.11.

'  Ib id . ,  pp .  l t )5 ,  .107,  l l l ,  . l l  l .  . rnd  3(19
"  ( , .  Ve  rn r t ,s ,  l r r '  1 ) la l  S t r r  S(  r ( ) I / s  i / /  1 . r ru l i s l r  (  l l ' n

gu in  l i roks .  I962) ,  cos ts  on lv  ! j6  95
(  I 'h i lac le lph i . r :  l .o r t ress  I ) rcss ,  I9 lJ2) .

r  (Na:hv i l l t ' :  Ab ingc lon ,  1976) .
I  ( I ' h i lae lc l t  h i r :  [ ]o r t rcss  I , ress ,  I969) .
' (5an Fr . rne  isco :  l1 . r rP1 ' r  lps {  l io l ,  l9 t l l1 .

r r ( \ c t  Y o r k :  l l a r p t , r  a n r l  l l o w ' ,  l t ) 6 1 ) .

Coming down the coast of Pales-
t ine,  Sennacher ib next  encoun-
tered the city of Ekron in Phil istia
where a rebell ious element had
deposed a king "loyal in his solemn
oath which he had sworn bv the
god  Ashu r . "  Wh i l e  t he  k i ng  had
p ledged  a l l eg , i ance  to  t he  k ing  o f
Assyr ia,  h is  oath had been sworn in
the name of  the god of  Assyr ia.
With Sennacher ib on the way,  the
Ek ron i t es  we re  n ( )w  i n  t r oub le ,  so
thev called for help. In response,
the Egypt ian army came out  to
meet  the Assyr ians on the coasta l
p la in of  Palest ine.

Sennacherib Hears From
His Prophets

As he prepared tt l g0 into battle,
Sennacher ib was encouraged bv,  as
h t '  t e l l s  i t ,  " a  t  r us t - i nsP i r i ng  ( ) r : l c l e
given by Ashur,  my lord."  Sennar-
cher ib does not  te l l  us just  how he
receive.d th is  message,  but  i t  mav
h . r v t ' come  th roug f t  a  p rophe t  i r r  h i s
camp.

In b ib l ica l  t imes not  only  the
Israelites, but also the Assyrians
a r rd  Baby lon ians  hac l  p rophe ts .
T h o u g h  w e  w o u l d  c l a s s i f y
p rophe ts  r r f  Ashu r  as  f a l se  p roph -
ets,  in  th is  instance thei r  pre 'd ic t ion
worked  ( )u t ,  f ( ) r  t he  Assy r i ans  won
the'  bat t le . .  ( l t  probably d id not
requi re much ins ight  to  predict
t ha t  t he  supe r i o r  f o r ces  o f  t he
Assyr ian armv would vanquish the
forces of  Egypt l )

Sennacherib dic-l not srlecif icallv
men t i on  h i s  g ,od  i n  t he  . : l c c ( )un t  ( ; f
h i s  a r m y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  J u d a h .
However,  what  he had a l readv saic l
a b o u t  t h t ' i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  A s h u r
can be appl ied in  pr inc ip le there,
t oo .  Sennache r i b  be l i eved  tha t
Ashur had s iven the Israel i te  c i t ies
into his power and defeatecl the
troops of  Judah.  Ashur had put
J e r u s a l e m  u n d e r  s i e g , e  a n d  p e r -
suaded Hezekiah to pay t r ibute to
Sennacher ib.

The similarity between the twcr
accounts is more striking than one
might  suppose.  The Assyr ian k ing
cla ims a great  v ic tory over  the c i t -
ies and towns of  Judah.  The b ib l ica l
account  admits  that  he d id indeed
gain such a victorv. This contrasts
wi th the way h is tor ians of  the an-
cient world usuallv operated. If this
battle had taken plac^e between the
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THE NEW
TESTAMENT AND
CU tTU RE
(  ont i r rucr i  / ronr  l t , rg t '  ( , )

tcacher gai r l  a  knowledge of  the
New Testament  wor ld.  Fr t r  a  tech-
r r ica l  ancl  thoroush t reatment  see
the f i rs t  vo lume of  Helmut  Koes-
tc r' s I n t rttdu c titt n ttt th c I'l nL) T$ t tun c n t
entit lecl History, Cultura, turd Rcligiotr
of  t l r t '  Hcl le t r is t ic  , { r 'g . t i t  4  br ie fer ,
more i lccessible survev is found in
Ft l  uard Lohse's  l r , '  Nrrc Tc: tarr r t , r r l
Err i  i ronmt: r t t r r  For  a weal th of  in ter-

WHOSE GOD
IS RIGHT?
( ' r t r t l inuer l  t ronr  ; . r . rgt '  /  /

wor ld were t raded around by the
di f ferent  peoples,  no other  nat ion
ever adopted Ashur in to i ts  pan-
theon.

Sennacherib's campaign began
at  Sidon on the coast  of  Phoenic ia.
Here Sennacher ib says that  "The

a w e - i n s p i r i n g  s p l e n d o r  o f  t h e
'Weapon' 

of Ashur, mv lord, over-
w.helmed" the king of Sidon and
his cit ies.
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