
CIVIL RIGHTS COVERAGE EXPANDED

After  long delays and feroc iot rs  last -minute opposi -
tion Congress rc.centlv overrode a Prc.sidential veto of
the Civ i l  Rights Restorat ion Act .  This  law has caused
consternat ion among a number of  conservat ives.  Here
are some of  t l re  c luest iorrs  customar i ly  asked about  the
ac t :

1.  What  dot 's  t l tc  r r r ' l  sr rv? l t  orohib i ts  sex d iscr imina-
t ion in  ec luc; ' r t ior r  (T i t le  lX of  the 1972 Educat ion Act
Amendmerr ts)  on . r r r  . rcr r rss- the-board or  inst i tu t ion-
wide basis  in  . rnv rnst i tu t ion that  is  federal ly  ass is ted.
A schocl l  does r rot  have to r rccc.pt  d i rect  a id to fa l l  in tc t
th is  catcgorv.  Enrol l ing evL.n ( )ne student  wi th a I 'e l l
Crant  or  fer iera l lv  gu.r ranteed kran would c lass i fy  the
inst i tu t iou . rs  ic t lera l lv  ass is ted.

2. Whtrt i/trr 's l l i l  trct implicit ly srrr|Z Laws agairrst other
t ypes  o f  c l i s c r i n . r i n . ' r t i o r r  wou ld  app l y  w i t h  ec lua l
breacl th ( i i  the v . rp-rp lv  at  a l l ) ,  namelv,  nondiscr imina-
t ion against  c thrr ic  minor i t ies,  the aged,  and the handi-
capped.  At  issuc hcre . r re,  respect ive ly ,  T i t le  VI  of  the- l964 

Civ i l  Rights Act ,  the 1975 Age Discr imin; r t ion Act ,
rrncl Section i0-1 oi the Ileh.rbil i t.rt iorr Act of 7973.

3. WhV r/ir/ Ctrrr,qrcss fccl t ltc rtr ' l  i{ 'r/.s rrccdtd? Thc U.S.
Supreme Court I 'rclt l in a 1984 rulir-rg, Llrrrtt Clfl/ Citr//t iqt '
r r .  Bc/ / ,  that  nonc ' l iscr iminat ion laws appl ied to iec lera l lv
assis ted inst i tu t ions in  a prc lgram-speci f ic  w. t t , .  F. ' r
instance,  i f  ; r  univers i tv 's  physical -educat ion pr i tgr . rm
acceptecl  iec lera l  funt l ing,  only  that  department  would
be subject  to  nondiscr imir rat ion laws.  But  Congress
helc l  that  th is  in terpretat ion was contrary to i ts  in tent
at  the t ime the abovc-  laws were enacted.

1. Wlty tlrc t lr lLry in rnttrsing thc ruling? A tacit New
Right  and C.r thol ic  a l l iance chtr rged that  thc act  woulc. l
forcc feder ; r l lv  ass is ted inst i tu t ions to per iorm abor-
t ic lns.  Not  urr t i l  . rn  abor t ion-neutra l  amendment was
at tachecl  to  the . . rc t  d ic l  th ings begin to move.  Church
fears of  more general  nature a lso sur facer- l  unt i l  i t  was
pointec l  out  that  T i t le  IX of  the 1972 Educat ion Act
exempted ent i t ies "contro l led bv a re l ig ious organiza-
t ion."  (An ef for t  to  broaden th is  re l ig ious exempt ion to
include entit ies "closely identif ie.cl with the tenets of a
religious organization" failed.)

5. WhV thc last-nrinute furor Ltucr t lrc ncf ? James Dclbson
ancl Jerry Falwell conveyed sclme misunderstandings
or  d is tor t ions of  the act  that  aroused the publ ic  in to a
telephoning frenzv. Specifically they identif ied homo-
sexuals as handicapped,  thus suggest ing that  i t  would
be il legal for institutions to discriminate against them.
Others feared that individuals with AIDS would not be
protected by the act. A provision in the act stated that
it would not be considered discriminatory to deny
work to someone wi th a "current ly  contagious d iseas-e
or infection."

6. Are there some legitimate cautions? The General Con-
ference legislation committee registered its support of

the Civ i l  Rights Restorat ion Act  but  d id not  author ize
a lobby campaign in its behalf. While we welcome
override of the White House veto, there is some legiti-
mate concern about  system-wide ( in  contrast  to  inst i -
tu t ion-wide)  appl icat ion of  the laws.

Understandably,  Advent is ts  readin6l  or  hear ing
about  the act  may have feared that  i t  would exparrd
government  contro l  over  church inst i tu t ions.  This is
not  the case.  We can legal ly  ignore the requi rements of
the act, since it specifically e'xempts church-owncd
inst i t t r t ions.  However,  th is  const i tu tes nc l  l icense to
discr iminatc ' .  Such a moral ly  reprehensib le pol icy
would v io late the scr iptura l  pr inc ip les of  equal i ty  so
forcefu l ly  enunciated by the Apost le Paul  in  the New
Testament .  Sc.venth-darv Advent is t  schocl ls  should be
in the forefront of promtrting equality for minrtrit ies,
women, the handicapped,  and the aged.-Garv M.
Ross.

Dr. Cttry M. /irss is ,'lssocirlft' Dirtt'htr oi tltt PultliL Aifnirs alrl Rc/iqrorrs
LibL'rh1 Dt'pmtntt'ttt ol tlrt (-,1'il(r0l Cttillt 'ra,ricr' trf SDA, 1?lri sr'r1)t's rls llr('
cltun h's liuisott tL,itlt llrr' [/.S. Colgrt's.s.

SCHOOLS IN ACTION FOR HARVEST 90
The colors have become a fami l iar  combinat ion

pink arr r l  purp le on a whi te background-the eye-
catcher  for  the Harvest  90 Project .  To the K, l2 system
these colors broueht  a weal th of  in format ion to the
classroom. ln  Apr i l  o f  1987,  K-12 teachers across Ncl r th
Amer i ca  rece i ved  a  spec ia l  packe t ,  p repa red  by
NADOE, conta in ing ideas on get t ing our  voung peo-
ple involvecl  in  mec. t ing the object ives of  Harvest  90.
The packet  conta ins:

o L)cportrrrctrt of Education Quitqutltnial Objectiues a
pl.rrrnirrg and implementation guide for the Harvest 90
cloa b les.

o Cltristigtr Scnticc Curriculum Cuidc*a32-page book-
let  wi th operat ional  procedures for  Chr is t ian serv ice.
More than a hundred activit ies are l isted by grade
levels, with suggestions for implementation.

o Mission Statenrcnt of SDA Educntion-a goal state-
ment  to encourage students to accept  Chr is t  as thei r
Saviour, to allow the Holy Spirit to transform their
l ives, and to fulf i l l  the commission of preaching the
gospel to all the world.

o Report on SDA Schools lrr NAD-general information
on the second-largest Protestant school system in the
U.S.

c Tuto posters-artistic representations portraying
the difference in Adventist education (courtesy of the
Pacific Union).

o Weekly Bible Reading Guides-study guides for
grades 1-4, 5-8,9-12. Each week focuses on a Scripture

Continued on page 45
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Allan Bloom, The Closing of the
A m e r i c a n  M i n d .  N e w  Y o r k :
Simon irnd Schuster, 1987. 392
pages,  $18.95.
This is  an important  book that

ar lv( )ne connectecl  wi th Amer ican
col leees ancl  univers i t ies or  con-
ce rnec ' l  abou t  t he  f u tu re  o f  t he
n.rtion nrust reacl. Tlrr ' C/o.slrrt of t lrt '
At r rcr icur  Mir r r l  does not  lend i tse l f
to  spreed-reading;  on the contrary,
i t  c lemands concentrat ion arrd pa-
t icnce .  But  i t  is  worth the cf for t .  The
author  of fers a c leep,  wide-ranging
and p;r i r r fu l  ref lect ion on thc cur-
rent  concl i t ion of  our  univcrs i t ies,
thc i r  s tuc l t 'n ts ,  . rnt1 orr  thc in te l lec-
tua l  i n f l uences  tha t  i n  h i s  v i ew
havc shapccl  contcmporary Amer i -
c . rn h igher  educat ion.

A l l an  B loon r  w r i t es  ou t  o f  h i s
o w t r  J { ) - v t ' . 1 r  ( ' \ [ ) ( ' r i ( ' n ( ' ( '  . t s  , l
teacher in  several  renownec' l  ur r i -
vcrs i t ies,  inc luding Yal t ' ,  Toronto,
C-orr re l l ,  and now Chicago,  where
he  i s  a  p ro fesso r  o f  po l i t i ca l  ph i -
I o s o r r h v .  I l i s  b o o k  m u s t  l ' r a v e
touche. i  a  serrs i t ive nerve in  Amer-
i c . t t t  cons t ' i ( ) us l t ess ,  s i r r t e  i I  r ( ' -
maineci  on the best-sel ler  l is t  for
more th. rn ,10 wccks.

Thc rnai r r  theme of  Bloom's book
i lppe(rrs  in  i ts  bold sr- rbt i t le ,  "How

I{ igher  Educat ion H.rs F;r i lec l  Dc-
n1 ( ) c racv  anc l  Impove r i shed  the
Souls of  Toclav 's  Siudents."  Bkrom
then prot :eecl i  to  c levekrp the sr- rb-
ject  in  three bro i . rc l  sect ions:  "Stu-

c lents,"  "Nih i l ism, Amer ican Sty le,"
a n c l  " T h e  U n i v e r s i t v . "  B l o o m ' s
somcwha t  convo lu tec l  a rgumen t
t ran be org.rn ized in three p i r r ts :  the
s v m p t o m s ,  t h e  c a u s e s ,  a n d  t h e
cures for  the mala ise he descr ibes.

What  are Bloom's concerns? L le
is extremell, cl isttppointe'cl, i irst, bv
the  i gno rance ,  sha l l owness ,  anc l
sel f -centeredness of  today 's  col lege
s tuden ts .  He  sees  them . r s  i nsens i -
t ive to great  ideas,  ind i f ferent  to
thei r  democrat ic  her i tage,  cynical
toward anv k ind of  herc les.  Instead
ofreading great  books,  they receive
thei r  " ins ights"  f rom te lev is ion and
mt rv ies .  I ns tead  o f  dcep  pass i t l ns
they experience rock music with its
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basic themes-"sex,  hate and a
smarmy ,  hypoc r i t i ca l  ve rs ion  o f
brotherly love" (p. 74). They se.em
open-minded not  because of  thei r
search for  knowledge and t ruth,
but  because thev are inc l i f ferent  to
the  b i c  i ssues  o f  l i f e .  I  h i s  sha l l ow
openness encls  up actual ly  c los ing
the ' i r  minds to beauty,  t ruth,  and
goodness hence the book 's  t i t le .

Second,  l l loom is  d ismayed by
the  t ' u r re r t t  s t . t t e  o f  Amer i c . rn  un i -
vers i t ies,  which he sees p lagucd by
na r row  spec ia l i za t i on  and  c rass
carecr ism, wi thout  a uni f icc l  v icw
o f  l i f e  and  des t i ny .  As  a  resu l t ,  i n
t o d a y ' s  u n i v c r s i t v  " t h e r c  i s  r r o
v i s i on  o f  wha t  an  ec luca ted
human bcing is"  (p.  337) .  This  s i tua-
t ion is  t ragic  because " the univer
s i ty  is  the p lace whcre i r rqui ry  ancl
phi losophic opcnness come into
the i r  own .  ] t  i s  i n tenc lec ]  t o  encou r
age the r roni r rs t rumerr t . r l  usc ior  i ts
own s. rkc"  (p.  2t lc) t .  Orre of  t l . rc  urr i -
vcrs i ty 's  main t . isks is  "a lw;rys to
mainta in the permanent  c ;uts t ions
f ron t  and  cen te r .  . .  by  p rese rv ing
b v  k e e p i n g  a l i v e - t h e  w o r k s  o f
those who best  addressed those
r lucst iorrs"  (p.  252) .  Thcst '  basic
cluestit lrrs c' leal, ior c'xan.r;.rle, 11,i1[1
re i tson/reveI ; r t ion,  f rcr ' t l  t ln t l  neces-
s i ty ,  democracv, . r r is tocr . lcV,  goocl r
cv i l ,  boc l v / sou l ,  se l i i o th t . r ,  c i t v i
man,  being/noth iug.

Last, Bloom is sadc-lerrecl bv tht'
moral  c ' l is in tegrat ion of  the socic tv
f rom whic l . r  these t rn ivers i tv  s tu-
t l t 'n  ts  t 'omt ' .  Tocl . rv 's  f . r  n t i I ies : 'have

noth ing to g ive thei r  ch i ldrcrr  in  the
w. ly  of  i l  v is ion of  the wor ld,  of  h igh
mode ls  of  act ic ln or  Lrrofound sense
( ) t  (  ( ) nn ( ' c t l ( r n  w t th  o th t ' r s "  ( p .  SZ t .
The obsession wi th sel i -c levelop-
ntent ,utd sel f -err ' . , ress ion has le , - l  i t t
the breakup of  the f . rmi lv  "Amer-

ica 's  most  urgent  sc ' rc ia l  problem"
(p.  119) .  As a resul t ,  ch i ldren f rom
broken fami l ies come to the uni -
vers i ty  wi th "boundless se 'as of
rage,  doubt  and fear"  (p.  120) .

How did we get  to  th is  point?
Bloom devotes the second par t  of
h i s  book  to  t h i s  ques t i on  bv  con -
cen t ra t i ng  na r row ly  on  the  i n -

f l uence  o f  Ge rman  though t  on
Amer ican univers i t ies dur ing th is
c e n t r r r r ' .  O u r  f a s c i n a t i t r n  w i t h
Nietz: r jhc . r  nd Freud and secon-
da r i l y  w i t h  Weber  and  He ideg -
ger lc-d to trvo far-reaching con-
sectuences.  F i rs t ,  " there ls  now an
enf i re lv  new language of  good and
ev i l ,  o r i g i na t i ng  i n  an  a t t emp t  t o
get  'beyond good ancl  ev i l '  and
prervent ing us f rom ta lk ing wi th
anv convict ion about  good arrd e 'v i l
anvmore.  The new language is  that
o f  v a l u e  r e l t r t i v i s m "  ( p .  1 4 1 ) .
Nietzsche bel ievecl  that  "modern

man is  los ing,  or  has lost ,  thc capac-
i t y  t o  v a l u e , . r n r l  t h e r e f o r e  h i s
htrmirn i tv"  (  pp.  197,  I  98) .  Secorrd ly ,
the sel f  h . rs  become the modern
s t rbs t i t u t r '  i o r  t he  sou l .  We  a r t '  i n -
tereste r l  in  how wt ' feel ,  not  in  what
' , r 'e  th ink.  

' l 'he 
impulses of  desi re

hav t '  t aken  the  p lace  o f  v i r t ue . ' f h i s
t l oub le  con fus ion  has  rac l i ca l l v
. r l t e red  l a r rgu , rge .  We  now spe , r k . i f
l i fe-sty le insteac ' l  o f  heclonism, of
v a l u e s  i n s t e a c l  o f  o p i n i o n s .  o f
i t l  e o l o g y  i r r s t e , r d  o f  P 1 1 ' j u d i t ' e .
T h e s e  i d e a s  w e r e  e n a c t e c . l  o n
Amer i can  campL lses  c lu r i ng  t he
r e b e l l i o u s  s i x t i c s ,  w h i c h  B l o o m
t:xrrer ierrcet l  a  t  C 'ornel l  Urr ivers i tv .
5 r r [ . r t ' t l u t ' r r t l v  t he  . , , r e  ac . t dem i .
ret ru i re nr t 'n ts  were abol ished ancl
i n  t he i r  p l acc  s tude 'n t s  we re  g l ven
the ;rrivi legt' of smorgasbord erltr-
ca t i on .

What  is  thc remedy? Bloom's
proposals are modest .  Revivc the
conceot  of  t rue l ibera l  educat ion
use thc unclcrgraduate vears as a
t ime to rc .cognize . rnd d iscuss the
import . rnt  c luest ions of  t ruth,  v i r -
tue,  . rnr l  bc. rutv .  Return Iudic iouslv
to thc Clre. r t  Books approach.  Place
phi losophv again as a kev uni fy ing
ingrecl ient  in  the undc ' rgraduate '
cu r r i cu lum.  "L ibe ra l  educa t i on , "
savs Bloom. " f lour ished when i t
pr ipared the way for  the d iscus-
sion of a unified view of nature and
man's p lace in  i t ,  which the best
minds debated at the hiehest level.
I t  decaved  when  wha t  l ay  beyond
it were onlv specialt ies, the prem-
ises of which do not lead to anv



such  v i s i on "  (p .3471 .
As wi th most  books of  th is  k i r rc l ,

the authc l r  is  at  h is  best  i r r  r lescr ib-
ing the problem . tnc l  p. r rogr tss ive lv
less succe.ssfu l  in  point ing or- r t  the
caLlses or  in  o i fer ing solut rons.

] t  does not  s t ' t 'm f . t r r  to  Lr lamt '
German th inkcrs . rnc l  thei r  Anrcr i -
can admirers ior  . r l l  th . t t  has gone
wrong,  wi th our  univers i t ies.  C) ther
ideological  i tnr l  soc ia l  iactors must
. t l so  l r e  g iV t ' r r  t h t ' i r  t l  r r t ' :  l ( ) r  ( ' \ , t r n .
p le,  the in f ' l r - rence o i  [ ) . r r . "v i r r ism,
Marx isr-n,  ancl  cxtstent i . t l is r t r ;  thc
broacl .rttcnrpt to nr.rke .r ctt l lege
educa t i o r . r  acc t ' ss ib l t '  t o  a l l  who
clcs i re i t ;  ar rc l  thc n. r tura l  ef fects of
c1emoraIizirrs \\ 'ctrs .trrrl prrcllongecl
p rospc r i t v  i n  t h i s  coun t r v .  I t  c l ocs
n ( ) t  s ( ' ( ' n t  t . t i r  t ' i t l r t , i  t r r  l i l . t r ne  t hc
un i ve rs i t " ' f o r  a l l  t h . t t  has  g t t r r e
wrong  i n  Amcr i c . rn  soc ie t v  r t r  t o
e \ [ ) ( ' c t  t h , r t  [ r r  i t ' t , l t  i t  r r  i l l  f  r r r v i r l t '
thc rac l ica l  rente 11r '  r rccc ler l .  Amcr i -
c i t r t  un i 'u ,crs i t ies . r r . r r ' l  the cc iuc. t -
t iontr l  entcr ; r r ise . t t  l . r rgr '  n tust
c ' l e . r l  w i t h  t he  v r r t ua l  co l l aps t '  o i
church,  fami l r , ,  . rn t ' l  conrmuni t r ,  . rs
t l r t '  n t . t  j t l r  l o r t  t ' *  t l t , t t  P ro r  r t l t , t l  ' t , t
[ r i l i t v , r r r . i , r r r  t , t l r i t , r I  i r r t r . t ' t l t r t ' t t r l t ,
t o  ou r  soc ie  t v .  B loom se r r scs  t h . r t
wherr  ht '  n , r i ies,  "The cr is is  o i  l i l r -
er.rl ccluc.rtion is . 'r rt ' f lcctior.r oi .t
cr is is  . r t  the pg. l [s  of  lcaru i r rg,  . t r r
i ncohe rence  a r r c l  i ncc tmpa t i b i l i t v
a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s  w i t h
which rl 'e interprL.t thc worlt l, i 'rr.t
i n t c l l ec tua l  c r i s i s  o i  t he  g rea tes t
magn i tuc le ,  wh i ch  co r r s t i t u tes  t hc
c r i s i s  o f  ou r  c i v i l i za t i on "  (p .  346 ) .

Bloom is  r ight  or . r  target  when he
points r l r - r t  that  thc re l . t t iv iz . . r t ion o i
moral  va l t res is  the major  t ragedv
r t t r [  0 r t l y  o i  t h e  A n l ( ' r i ( , t n  u n i v e r -
s i t v ,  bu t  a l so  o i  ou r  t imc .  Anc l
where would we f ind . t  so l ic l  point
of  reference in eth ica l  nr . t t ters? Cer-
tainly not in Plato's Rt'prrl l/ ic, ior all
the phi losophical  and educt- r t ional
ins ights i t  prov ides.  Bloom answers
th i s  ques t i on  ea r l v  i n  h i s  book
when he speaks longingly  and wi th
eloquence of a time in America
when such an anchor existed:
ln  the Uni tecl  States,  pract ical lv  speaking,
the Bible was the only commolt  cul ture,  one

th . r t  un i t ed  s imp le  and  soph i s t i ca tec l ,  r i ch
.rr r11 poor,  voung arrc l  o l t l ,  anr l  as the verv
n t o t i t  l  I o r . l  \  i \ i ( ) n  r r l  t l t t ' r r r r l l r ' , r l  l l r t . r r  l t r r l c
o f  t h i n g s . r s  w t ' l l  a s  t h e  k c l ' t 0  t h c  r t s t  0 t
Western ar t ,  thc gre.r t t 's t  works of  rvhich
lvcrc i r r  one w( lV or  . rnother responsiblc t ( )
the IJ ib l t '  provic let l  . tcc( 'ss t ( )  the st ' r ious-
ness oi  books.  \ ,Vi th i ts  gr . rc lual  arrc l  incvi t . t
b le t l isappearancc,  the verv ic l r 'n  of  sucl t  i t
t r r t , r l  l r r r r r k , l n \ l  I  l l I  l r ( r \ . i h i l i t  v , i l t ( l  I  l t { '  l t ( . (  (  \ -
s i tv  of  rvork l  oxpl . l t . t t ion rs c l isappear i lg.
A r r c l  f . r t hc r s . r r r c l  n ro the rs  I t avc  l os t  t he  i r l ea
th . r t  t h t '  h i ghes t  . r sp i r a t i on  t hcv  n r i gh t  h . r vo
fo r  t he  i r  c l r i l d r t ' n  i s  f o r  t h t ' n r  t o  b t  r t ' i so  t r s
p r i t ' s t s ,  P roph t ' t s  o r  Ph i I osoP l r t , r s  . r r e  r v i s c
(p  5 i i ) .

Althor , rgh Bloom dct t -s  not  ment ion
thr-m bv nanle,  he is  lanrent i r rg the
clouble imperct  of  secular isnr  ancl
secu la r i z . . r t i o l l  o l t  Amer i can  cu l -
ture.  lJe goes 0n:

The I lor , t  I  et l  t rc . t  t  ion t  ha t  is  tocl , t r , ,  su pp()scr j
t o  bc  t h t ' r r ca t  r t , spo t r s i l r i l i t v  o t  t h t , f an t i l y
r  . ) l l l l ' ) l  ( ' \ i \ l  i l  r t  r . r r i r r , , t  1 1 1 1 . s 1 ' 1 1 1  l l r  f l r I  r r r r , r t
i na t i on  o l -  t hc  vo t r r r ! . r  v i s ro l t  o l  . r  r l o r . r l
a()snros . r r r r i  of  the rcwart ls  . t r t r ' l  p t rn is l t
mr 'nts for  g,oo(1 . l t r l  t 'v i l ,  s t rb l ime spr:ocht 's
that  aceonrpanv arr t l  in t t ' rpr t ' t  c l t 'er ls ,  pro
t . rgonrsts . rnd arr tatonists i r r  tht '  t l r . rnra ol
n ro ra l  c l r o i cc ,  a  s t ' n s t ' o i  t h t ' s t akc  i nvo l vcd
i l r  s r r ch  cho i ce , . t n r l  t hc  t l c s | . 1 j p  t h . r t  r c s t r l t s
x ' l t en  t h t ,  x ' o r l t l  i s  " r l i s t ' r r r  

h , r n t t , t l  
"  ( ) t l r t ' r

r v i s t ' ,  t ' r j L t t . t t i o t r  b t ' t on t t , s  t h t  r . r i n  , t t t ( ' n ) f ) l
1o  g i r  r ,  ch i l d r t . n  " r ' . r l r r e  

s "  ( p .  t r ( ) ) .

Sober i r rg ,  l vo rc l s  o i . r  t hough t -
; r ro i . 'ok i r rg book th. r t  Sevcnth-dav
A t l  v t ' r t t i s t  t , t l  t r t , r t o r s ,  bo . r rd  n r t 'm -
bers,  arrd mature students shoulc j
re.rrl .rs a clc.tr w(lrning clhd clS cl
s t imulus toward t ruc in tegr t r t ion of
fa i th  . rnc l  lcarn i r rg.  I lunrbt : r t t t  M.
I{a s i.

I ) r .  Hunt l t t r to,Vl .  l i r isr  is ,4rs()(  i r l / ( ,  I ) i r t t tor  of
f t l t tc t l i rnt  lor  t l t t  C, t t t t r t l  L ' i , l / t ,n ' r r r t '  1r /  SI)r1,
l \ r r : fu i i r ,qfon.  l ) .C.

E. If. Hirsch, Jr., Cultural Literacy:
What Every American Needs to
Know. Boston: Hclurrhton Miffl in
Co. ,  l9 t {7.  251 pag,cs.  $ lb.c)5.
Culturul Litcrttctl: Wltttt Ei,t'ry Anrcr-

lcatt Nrtr/.s ttt KnLtu,is about our fail-
ure tt l learn "the basic information
needecl  to  thr ive in  the modern
world." Professor E. D. Hirsch of
the Engl ish facul ty  at  the Univer-
sity of Virginia attributes our low
state of cultural l i teracv to a decline
o f  " sha red  know ledge ; ' and  "back -

ground informat ion,"  cu l tura l  l i ter -
acv being the abi l i tv  " to grasp the
me.rning of . l l- lv piece of writ ing
addressed to the general  reac1er."
I t 's  " t l re  c lxVgen of  socia l  in ter-
c()urse"  and just  i rs  "we ignr t re the
. l i r  we breathe unt i l  i t 's  th in and
foul , "  i t  " is  onlv  when wc run in to
cul t r l ra l  i l l i teracv are we shockecl
in to recogr. r iz ing the import ; rnce of
the in format ion that  we holc l  t rn-
consciouslv  i lssumed "

A s izcable chunk of  the he; ' r r t  o f
thc L-rook is  devotcc ' l  to  an cxplana-
I i t r n  o f  h o w  t ' l t i l c l r t ' n . t n d  a d u l t s
bccome l i terate cul tura l ly .  Making
d e t a i l e c l  u s e  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,
a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c
rese.r rch Hirsch shows " the krrowl-
ec lge-bound charactcr  of  a l l  cogni-
t i ve  sk i l l s . "

Anc l  wh ; r t  i s  t h i s  know lec lgc
wh ich  we  need  to  be  cu l t u ra l l v
l i t e r . r t t ' l  H i r seh  does r r ' t  hes i t a t c .
Hr- gives us his l ist of items, 45tlt l of
t hcm the  con tcn ts  o f  cu l t u ra l  [ i t -
cracv:  "Not  to have inc luc lec l  a l is t
wou l c l  havc  been  i r r espons ib le
g i ve r r  t l t t '  go , r l  r r I  t he  ' hook . "  h t '
expla i r red to a group of  Washing-
ton ec lucators a few months agct .
And so the f i r ra l  63 pagcs of  th is
re lat ive ly  s l im volume are t . rkcn up
wi th i . rn  a lphabet ica l  l is t :  words,
snatches of  songs,  years,  abbre 'v ia-
t i o r r s ,  b o o k s ,  n u r s e r y  r h v m e s ,
chu rchcs ,  ap rho r i sms ,  sc ie .n t i f i c
terms,  pt 'op le,  bat t les,  cotr r t  deci -
s ions,  p laces,  c l is tases . tnd mrt re.
L i tcracy c lepencls on tht :  degree to
which a l l  these are understoocl .

They ' rc  not  known now because
they are 'n ' t  taught  in  school .  Educa-
t i on  h t r s  been  mesmer i zed  anc l
we.akened by bad theory-such as
emphasiz ing process c lver  knowl-
edge,  and sk i l ls  over  content .

A n d  h e r e  i s  w h e r e  p r i v a t c -
scho t r l s  come  i n .  H i r sch  n i r t es  " l n

l ight  of  what  we know about  l i ter -
acy, an important factor must be
that  curr icu la in  pr ivate schools
impart more l iterite information
than those of  publ ic  schools."  Ci t -
ing the research of Coleman, Hirsch

Cotttinued on page 44
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€irams relv on a small group of per-
sons who,  in  addi t ion tc l  work ing
for the service programs, generall,v
per form other  dut ies in  the system.
The ambi t ious program at  300-stu-
dent  Hudson High School  in  Ohicr
is  superv ised bv one communi tv
vo lun tee r  who  i s  , r l so  a  p . r r t - t ime
teache r .  Bas i ca l l v ,  howe ' ve r ,  t he
program is  run bv students,  whcr
c lo thei r  jobs except ional lv  wel l .

The coorc ' l inator  would be.  re. -
sponsib le for  job p lacemr:nt  i ind
the centraI  o i f ice;  or  the guic larrce
cl i rector  ( r l r  a  combinat ion of  coor-
c l inator  ancl  counsclor)  could be
responsib le ior  thc paperwork,  i r r rc l
t l - r e  c o m m u n i t v  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
lvoul t l  care iu l lv  superv ise stuc icnt
volunteers.

Thc students and coorc l inators
s h o u l d  m e e t  w e e k l v  t o  c l i s c u s s
thc i r  work,  any problems involved,
ant l  the i r  feel ings abotr t  thei r  ex-
p re r i ences .  Thc  coo rc l i na to r  mus t
bcl icvc wholchcar tec l ly  in  thc.  pro-
gr . rm ancl  i ts  goals arrc ' l  shoulc l  be
ab le  t o  commun ic . r t e  e f f ec t i vc l y
r t , i th  s t t rc lcnts ancl  p. r rents,  school
ac lmin is t rators ancl  facul ty  mem-
be rs ,  . t t t t l  r ( ' [ r r ( ' s r ' n t . l t i ve r  

' , r f  
. ' , rm-

munr tV  s roups .

Survey Communi ty  Needs

I f  a  serv ice progr i lm is  going to be
of  renl  serv ice,  thc school  r r  ust
have a good idca of  the k i r rc ls  o i
v o l u n t e e r  h e l p  n e c r l e t l  b v  t h e
commun i t y .  Thc  p lace  to  s t i . r r t  i s
thc Volunt . r ry  Act ior- r  Centcr ,  i ' r
br . rnch o i  a s tate agencv.  Tht '  VAC
wi l l  be h. .ppy to prov ide . r  l is t  o f
p laces that  use volunteers,  as wel l
as  j ob  c l esc r i p t i ons  anc l  con tac t
pe . r sons  w i th in  t hose  o rgan i z . - r -
t ions.  The VAC may even be wi l l ing
to prov ide a l i . . r ison person for  the
school .  The errergy c l f  teenagers is  i r
va luable commocl i tv ,  ancl  most  or-
ganizat ions welcome thc i r  enthu-
s iast ic  help.

A quest ionnaire can a lso be sent
to schools and communi ty  agen-
c ies,  ask ing them to descr ibe thei r
needs and the funct ic lns that  a
volunteer student might perform.
The coordinator(s) ,  perhaps work-
ing wi th an advisory commit tee
that includes the principal, parents,
teachers, and students, could then
dec ide  on  those  p rospec ts  t ha t
seem most worthwhile.
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Schools should consider  serv ice
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e
cate6lor ies:  care (shor t - term and
long-term),  educat ion,  heal th,  rec-
rea t i on ,  r ehab i l i t a t i on  (ph1 ,s i ca l ,
menta l ,  and spi r i tua l ) ,  and wel fare.
Thev should contact  both publ ic
ancl  pr ivate organizat ions ancl  in-
st i tu t ions to inqui re about  the neecl
for  vo lunteers.

ln  most  cases,  s tudents wi l l  per-
form thei r  vo lunteer  act iv i t ies af ter
school ,  on we€'kends,  or  dur ing the
summer .  A  m in imum o f  120  hou rs
is rccluired in order to re'ce.ivc it
Carnegie crec l i t  for  serv ice.  Stu-
dents general lv  receive a Pass/Fai l
grac le based ( )n i ln  evalu; r t ion bv
thc ' i r  lob superv isor .

Insurance Considerat ions

Insur . rncr .  wi l l  be an issue for  anv
s c h o o l  : v s t e n r  w i t l r t r u t  . r  p , r l i c v
cove r i ng  s t t r dcn ts  who  work  ou t  o f
schooI  as prar t  o f  a school-approveci
program. Ccneral lv  spreaking,  s tu-
c lc 'n ts  engagccl  in  an act iv i tv  prro-
g r . r n r  o f f i c i a l l y  s p o n s o r e c l  b v
ancl /or  superv isecl  bv the sc l - rool
shoulc l  be coverecl  bv thc stuc lcrr t
acc i r lent  i r tsurance f r rogr . rn l  that  is
in  e i fect  ior  the school .  l jorvr 'ver ,
t h e  t v p e  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  p l a c e  p e r -
formccl ,  anc ' l  extent  of  supcrv is ion
wi l l  c le termine which tvpc of  insur-
anc t '  po l i cv  w i l l  cove r  t he  ac t i v i t v .' 1  

; ' *  r i f t 1 r t r l  sho r r k i  consu l I  w i t h  i i s
insur . rncc agent  or  other  persor- r
coorc l inat ing tht '  i r rsur . l lce L)ro-
gr t rnr  for  th t -  school . "

A rcrr l ly  f i rs t - r . r te  volunteer  prro-
gr i rm takes consic lerable t ime ; r r rc l
p l a n n i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  s c h o o l
. rc lmin is t r . r tors.  Howcver,  as n vol -
untce ' r  d i rector ,  I  know how s ig-
r r i f i can t  vo lun te -e r i ng  can  be  to
teenage rs .  S t r - rden ts ,  t ime  anc l
again,  sper . rk  of  personal  fu l f i l lme'nt
a n c l  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e i r  o w n
strengths and a sense of  se l f -worth.
Serv ice.  is  not  just  g iv ing,  i t  is  a lscr
receiving.

In summarv,  the goal  of  vo lun-
teer  serv ice is  to  help students see
the connect ion between what  thev
learn and how they l ive.  The spi r i t
of the program is, I think, best cap-
t u r e d  b y  V a c h e l  L i n d s a y  w h o
wrote:

I t  is  thc wor lc l 's  one cr ime i ts  babts grorv
du l l ,  .  .

Not  that  thev stan,e,  but  starve so
dreamlesslv,

f r lot  that  thev sox, ,  but  that  thev seldom
reap,

Not that  thev sen'e,  but  have not  gods to
serve

No t  t ha t  t h t v  d i e  bu t  t h . r t  t hcv  d i t  l i ke
' h t ' t ' 1 ' .  t

N() I t rS  AND I tUr l l l iF \C I rS

( - l r , r r l cs  I  i .  I  Ia r r i sor t ,  \ ' l r i r l / r /  Sr '11 ' r ( r ' .  T | r '  \ r r i '
t - ' r r r r t ' ,g r ,  f / [ i t ,  . ,1  C, l r r r r 'q r r  l :ou t t l t lp r t  .S1 l i  r r r l  Rr l l r r i
l \ t ' u  l e r s e r ' :  I h t '  ( a r n e g i c  I ' o t r n r l , r t i o n  l o r  t h t ,
r \ r l r . rnc t 'n r t 'n t  o l  I  c , rch ing) .

I  l b i ( l ,  p  - 1 .
'  C  o lcnr r r r  \1c ( 'a r th r ' .  " l  l i gh  Schoo l  K i t l s  I -carn

by  \ t 'n ing , "  / / i r '  f \ r r / \ / iu r1 \ i l r ) / r  l l r s l  ( I iebru . r r r '  23 ,
l q E ; l

i  I  [ r iL ]
'  F r r r t ' s t  L  l i r ver ,  l i  i { / r  S ,  l t r l r l .  qL to te r l  in  " (  t tn r

r n r u t i t t  \ t ' r r  i c t '  I o i n s  t h e  ( - u r r i c t r l r r r r , "  ' f l t t  
A t t t n t

r r r r /  S(  r ( r ) /  l l n rd  l r t tu ta l  (N j , rv  l ( ) t7 ) ,  p .  12 .
"  l l ) id .

l I i d
'  I l ) id .
'  S c h r r o l s  n t a v  n i s h  t ( ) a o n t i r t  t h t ' l . i f i , I n s r r r , r n c t '

(  onrprnv  t r l  \o r th  r \n r t ' r i c . r ,  loca ter l  in  I 'h i l . t r le l
ph  i . r ,  concern in ! ,  i l  \  \ ' ( ) lu  n te r ' r  I  ns t r  r . l r c t '  S t ' r r . i cc
cov t r ig ( ' .  Ar l t l i t i on , r l  inhr rn rd t io l t  n t rv  r l so  l . t ,
g r  in t ,d  f ronr  th t '  \ ' o l  rn t t 'e r  Srn ' i c r '  ; \ ssoc i , t t  ion , r t
.12( ) ( l  l t  i scon s in  Avr ' .  N  \ \ ,  !V , rsh  in  r t  o l ,  I )  C  .  l0 { )  l  h .

i  ( ] t ro le i l  i l  I i r v t ' r ' s  fo r t 'n t ) rd  to  5 / r / r / r ' r l / .q r ' r i , i r t , r . ,1
( - r l r . r t r '1 t r '  / i r1 r ' r / .  n  r i

BOOK REVIEWS
(  orr l inr rcr /  / r r . rnr  p, r ,qr ,  i  /

w r i t es  " i n  p r i va t c  schoo l s  bo th
midd [e-c lass . rnc1 d isac lvan terge ' r l
s t t r r lcnts spencl  more t ime in con-
tcnt  c lasscs . rnd . r re c 'xposecl  to
m o r e  o f  t h e  i r r f o r m h t i o r r  t h a t
be lo r rgs  l o  l i t t ' r , r t t '  cu l t u re . "  The re
may bc othcr  f . rc tors.  Teachers in
pr i 'u 'a te schools are far  more '  apt  to
h a v e  a c a c l e m i c  c l e g r e e s . r n c l  t c r
sperrc l  more t ime wi th fewer s tu-
c lents,  accorc l ing to a recent  s tudv
by  P t ' a r l  Kan t ' o f  Pub l i c  an t l  p r i va t t '
scho0l  teache' rs .

F inal ly ,  there maly be a connec-
t ion between the cul ture of  ; ' r  pr i -
vate school  i ts  mix of  t radi t ions,
goals,  ethos,  s ty le,  human inte. rac-
t ion are a l l  heavi ly  c lepe.ndent  on
the st rong l inkage of  common ideas
and  c ( )mmuna l  d i scou rse  and  the
cleveloping l i teracy of  i ts  s tudents.
Many pr ivate schools have a long
wav to go to reach the n i rvana of
knowledge out l ined on the Hirsch
l is t .  But  the set t ing seems to be
favorable for making steady gains.
-Robert  L.  Smith.  X

Rolttrt L. Sriifll is Ext'ctLtittt' Dirtt'tttr tti tltt,
Courtcil for AnrricLttt Prii,ntt EtlucLttion, l{/nsh-
i n gto r r, D, C. T l t is rn, itL, is rc1t ri n htl In1 ptrrn iss iorr
from the Septonbcr 1987 CAPE Outlook.
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top ic  wi th support ine readings f rom both the Old arrd
Nerv Testaments.

o Prnt/L,t 'Li.s/ tsook/i ' t l6-p.tge booklet with cluota-
t ions on pravcr .  I t  inc ludes space to recorc l  praver
rec lue 's ts  and . tnsrvers to praver .

Teachers . tnc1 stur l r -nts  h. tve found innclvat ivc '  w.rvs
to  use  these  packe ts .  He re  i s  wha t  some  c l f  t hem ha i , e
oone:

o Ear ly  th is  school  vear  s tudents f rom Enterpr ise
Academv (K. tnsas)  f . icsenter l  puppet  progr i tms at
c l r u r ches ,  nu rs i r rg  homes ,  Ac i ven t i s t  c l eme .n ta ry
schools,  ancl  Sunclav schools.  Thc '  c ' l i rector  fcc ls  thc
p-ruppet  min is t rv  at t r ; . rc ts  a number of  s tut lcr r ts  who
woulc l  not  otherwise jo in the prubl ic-wi tnessrr rg pro-
granrs becaust '  o i  shvness.

o Inc l iana Acacl t .mv stuc lents haci  bcerr  ask ing for
n r ( ) r ( '  \ ' ( ) l  r r  n  t . r  r v  re l  i g , i o t r s , r c t  i  v  i  t  i es .  Th i s  P ro rn  [ r t e t i  t  l t t ,
organizat ion of  Wedrre.sc lay n ight  "Breakawav" 

ses-
s ions.  I 'hrough var i t 'c l  act iv i t ies s tudents le . t rn nror t
about  thenrse ' lves,  what  i t  means to br ' . r  member of  the
bt lc lv  of  C-hr is t , . tnr - l  whrr  i t  is  nccess.r rv  foreveryone tcr
work tot , t ' l  l rer .

r  Rocky Mounta in C-onfercnce teachers repr t r t  that
some firsi-graclers are r,vrit ir.rg to ir.rc' l iviclur.rls who are
krr re. ly .  Other  s tut lents voluntet ' rec l  to  pul l  weeds,  rake
leavt .s ,  . tnc l  p ick r - rp l i t te ' r .  When thc weather  changes
thcv go on sno\ \ '  patro l ,  shovel i r rg walks . rnr l  dr iv t ' -
ways of  c l l r1er  mernbers.

o On Tuest l . ry  n ights, . tbout  46 students f rom Creat
Lakes Ar lverr t is t  Acaclcmy (Michigan)  . . rnc1 thei r  c1r i r , -
ers n1c.et  . r t  th t '  Ceclar  L. rkc church for  t r . r in ine ant l
shar ing.  Thcn thev go out  knocking on c- lo t r rs  i r . r  the
commun i t v  t o  ask  peop l c  i f  t hev  wou ld  l i ke  t o  s tudv
the Bib le.  (Jnt-  s t t rc le 'nt  enthusi . rs t ica l ly  rcm.rrkcc l ,  ' ' l

never  thought  I 'c l  c lo  th is ,  but  l 'm real ly  en joy ing i t . "
o Stuc lcrr ts  i r t  Setnc l ia  View Aclvcnt is t  Acaclcmv

(New Mc'x ico)  have helpecl  thei r  confererrce r loul r l l
bapt isrns bv holc l ing Revel . r t ion Stmir r . r rs .  Meet ings
havc beerr  hc lc l  in  homes i lnd everr  in  a b. r rber  shtrp.
Manv h.rve beon bapt izecl  inc luding one of  the stu-
c lerr ts  who d id the presentat ions.

Two At lant ic  Union acac. lemies par t ic ipated in  sepa-
ra te  Marana tha  ou t reach  p rc l j cc t s :  U r r i on  S f r r i ngs
(Nen'York)  went  to the Dominican Republ ic  t rnc l  I r ine
f r t ' t '  {Ma ine )  t o  Cuen teoec ,  Mer i co .

o  Th i r t y - c . i gh t  Thunde rb i rd  Adven t i s t  Academv
(Ar izona) volunteers ro l led out  of  bc 'd at  4:30 . , . - .  . , r - r i
Sunday morning tc t  prov ic- le  support  serv ices for  the
Nat ional  F inals  of  the Rainbow I ron Kids Tr iath lon.

r  The students at  Georgia-Cumber land Academy
(Georgia)  par t ic ipate in  . ' r  Teach-a-Kid program, tuto i -
ing lower-p; rade publ ic  school  pupi ls .  The publ ic
school  pr inc ipal  is  very impressed wi th the cal iber  of
s t t rdents the academy provides.

Acnrss the North Amer ican Div is ion,  s tudents dai lv
open thei r  f r raver  books to record answers to pr . tyer i .
The_r, .rre using their Bible reading guides to siudy
Cod's Worc l .  Teachers are help ing students catch the

vis ion of  what  i t  means to be a wi tness for  Chr is t  and to
be His d isc ip le.

As the program has developed,  i t  has become c lear
that  in  addi t ion to wi tness and d isc ip l ing,  young peo-
ple need to get  be- t ter  acquainted wi th the v is ion of  the
ear lv  Advent  church.  Thev need to learn that  our  p io-
neers were young people commit ted to te l l ing others
of  Chr is t 's  sc ' ron return.  And so a specia l  pro ject  has
be.en selectec l  for  c tur  c . lementarv and secondarv stu-
c ' l  e n t s  t h e  H a r v e s t  9 0  E d u c . - r t i o n  P r o j " . i .  I t ,
theme: CATCII  THE VISIONI

Thc-  prc ject  has two phasc 's .  The f i rs t :  educate our
stuc lcnts about  our  Advent  p ioneers ancl  remind them
o i  t hc  s i gn i f i can t  nnd  u  n  i q  ue  d t r c t r i nes  o f  t he  Seven th -
c lav  A r l ve r r t i s t  Chu rch .  Th rough  bu l l e t i n  boa rc l s ,
gamcs,  act iv i tv  sheets,  s inging,  re.c ipes,  s tor ies,  ancl"her i tage weeks" s tuc le 'nts  wi l l  lcarn about  thc roots of
our  church and par t ic ipate '  i r r  that  her i tage for  them-
selves.  l ,ook for  thest  nr . r ter i . r ls  in . r  sr .ec i . t l  teacher 's
p . r ck t ' t  i r r  t h t ' f . r l l  o f  l 9 l l 8 .

A prostcr  search is  current lv  underwav.  Twelvc
[ ] ie t  es of  or ig in. r l  . r r twork . r re nt 'er led for  i  Ht ' r i t . rg t '
Calenr lar .  Each student  whose work is  chtrsen wi l l
recc ive $100.

The second p; t r t  o f  the prro ject  focuses on restct ra-
t ion.  I t  wi l l  prov ic le ; rn opportuni ty  for  s tudents-
akrng wi th thei r  fami l ies ancl  fc l low church mem-
bers to e.xpr lore the c l r ig ins of  the church.  Students
aucl  teachcrs wi l l  par t ic ip ; r te in  funcl - ra is ing to rest r t re
two Aclvent is t  h is tor ic  s i tes (Slocan:  90 d imes for
I  larvest  90) .  The money r . r ised wi l l  be use( l  fc) r  v is i t r t rs '
centers ; r t  the i i rs t  Seventh-dav Aclvc.nt is t  church in
Washir rgton,  New Hamp'r5[ j1g,  an. l  the Wi l t iam Mi l ler
farm. Thmugh exhib i ts  ancl  rest r t red bui ld ings tour is ts
wi l l  cxper iencc.  the storv c t f  the ear lv  Se.venth-day
Advcn t i s t  Chu rch .

The Wi l l iarn Mi l ler  farm is  thc b i r thplace of  the
Aclvent  Movernent  in  Amer ic . . t .  I t  was here that  Wi l -
l iam Mi l ler 's  s tudy led h im to Danie l 's  2300-day proph-
ecv.  Here '  he macle a covenant  wi th Cod that  i f  asked,
he woulc l  sharc what  he had d iscovered in Scr ioture.  I t
was behind an o lc l  barn that  is  s t i l l  s tanding that  he
hoped to f ind rc lease f rom the covenant  when thc
inv i tat ion d id come. In th is  home he awai ted the
Lord 's  return on October 22,  1844.  Wi th in walk inq
distance of  the hctuse are h is  grave,  the chapel  he bui l t
in  1848,  and Ascension Rock,  bel ieved to be the p lace
where local  Advent is ts  awai ted the Lord 's  return in
1 844.

The-se pro jects of fer  s tudents and teachers an exci t -
ing opportuni tv  to par t ic ipate in  renewing the h is torv
of  thei r  church.  Through the Harvest  9-0 Educat ion
Project  teachers can inspi re thei r  s tudents to CATCH
THE VISIONI Esther  F.  R.  Rosado.  f

Esthcr F. R. Rosarirr rs Assisfalf Coortlirtilor, Han tst 90 Etluctttit.ln projett,
North Anlrricarr Dilisiorr Of fict of Etlucntitur, GottrLtl Conftrurcc of 5I1.4,
Wnslrirr,gftrrr, D.C.
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