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Reasozs Wlty We
Sltould Cease and
Desist trom fnter-
Scltool SPorts
An APPeal to tbe Health and PE
Tbachers of tbe North American
Cburcb Scbool System

-I- . It is an affirmation ol a
falsc grr l  of this agc (sports mania). F<tr our sch<tols to be leacl ing out
in this nrisclirectecl crnphlrsis rel)rcscnts J c()rn()rlltc apostasy. It gocs
clircctlv against the inspirccl counsels specifically givcr-r us regarcling
this mattcr, which we neglcct (or clef1 ) at our pcril.

2. lt provicles an almost incontroveftible argumcnt to the critics of
the systcnr that orrr sclrrxlls havc ltecome ltxtk,alikes to secular,
"rvorlclly" schrxrls, ancl are no krngcr wofthy of the parental/famil1,/
cl-rr,rrch sacriflcc rccluired t() sllstain thcm,

3. l t  introchlccs into our schrxt ls an Llnc()ntrol lable elernent. rcor
ganizing tlrcnr arouncl the pla.y, amusement principle, insteacl of the
traditi(nral vu'ork,iwitness/sen,ice mission of SDA education. lts sccular
izing influcncc sul-x,crts the tnle, central puryrose of Christian ecluc:r
tion: acquiring a knowlcclge of Gocl ancl extcncling Ilis kingckrm or-r
eafth.

. i .  l t  is a glacl iatorial modcl, i r .rhercntlv antibibl ical and anti-Christ ian,
firr it iclealizcs an aclr.'crsarial view of, ancl relationship to, other humar-t
beings Gocl's cl-rilclrcn. In tfrat inherent vcin, it gcncrates a spirit r>f
rivaln'ancl aninr()sit,v. h-r engaging in this, we are literally playing the
gamc o f  l i fe  on  the  Enemt"s  c r t r - r r t !  L lnbecoming,  sp i r i tua l l y
self'clefL'ating.

5. It is nrx nccessan'educatior-rallv; et,e4thirtgwe embrace as legit-
imate objcctir.'es can be reached in the approvecl intramural sporls
programs we presentll. har"e on ollr campllses.

NOI'E: The church has r.rot-nrtr does it intend-to object to fiiend,
ship games between Adventist schools within the context o.f Christiart

Jellou,sbip, such as acaclemy,/college weekend exchange programs that
feature joinvreciprocal religious pr()gram presentations, Christian
sharing and outreach, et cetera, by visitors and guests. However, the
stand alone athletic face-off to prove which school is "No. 1," and the
participation in season league play is too rislqr and should be
terminated.

-G.H.A.

Tbis appeal summarizes the major points of Dr. George Akers' taped address
to tbe SDA Health, Pbysical Education, and Recreation Association in Kansas
City, Missoui, April 5, 1988.

ADVENTIST EDUCATION . OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1988 3


