
Assessing tbe
IYegatiue Aspects of
Interscbool Sports

By Will iam G. White, Jr.

Hot Boudin,
Cold Cous-
Cous

Mrs. Wbite clearly felt

manual labor uas

superior to excessiue

inuoluement uitb games

and bemoaned tbe

neglect of useful labor

and tbe substitution of

games of amusement on

Aduentist campuses.
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e c e n t l y  I  l a u g h e d
as a New Orleans coed illustrated linguistic differ
ences that separate north and south Louisiana. She
asked me to complete the last two lines of a k;uisi
ana State University focxball cheer that begins, "Hot

boudin, Cold cous-cous." \X:hile I knew that boudin
(b-ddan) was highly seasoned Cajun sausage and
that cous'cous (c'-oosh-cilosh) was a cross berween
cornbread and cornmeal mush, I had no idea that the
Tigers, Push (P6dsh) push push!"

\X/hile many institutions are known best for their athletic teams, the absence of
interschool spon has been a distinctive feature of Adventist schools for more than a
century. lVe have wanted them to be known for their spiritual and academic traits,
not for their competitive spons. However, some in the Adventist educational system
feel that distinctive feature is no longer advantageous; officially sponsored or toler-
ated interschool spon programs have appeared on a number of campuses. The
General Conference will discuss this matter at its Annual Council in Nairobi in
October 1988.

Beginnings of I ntercollegiate Sport
The period from the Civil Var to Vorld \Var I witnessed many changes in the

American college. Many students lost sight of serious and intellectual goals as their
interests became increasingly materialistic and anti-intellectual. Faculties relaxed

last two lines were "Come on



Despite claims to tbe contrary, research bas
not sboun tbat atbletic participation actually

produces positiue academic experiences or
that the motiuation, bard uork, and

efficiency required in sports spill ouu into
students' academic

pute-rrruirst ic control of students but fai led
t() substi tute posit ive guidance for str,r
dent activities. so l'oung people impro
r-ised their own extracLlrricular activities
that rnch.rded clubs, fraternities, publica
tions, and intercollegiate athletics.

The year 1880 is considered the divid
ing line berween the informal period of
college athletics and the rise of highly
organized intercollegiate athletics, which
b.v the turn of the century had become
highll' commercialized, overemphasizing
winning and prom<>ting a false set of
ralues.l

The Adventist Erperience
During this period of fr-rndamental

change Adventist higher education was
born, B_v tl-rc 1fl90s the athletic revolution
that had swept American colleges rvas
catching on at Battle Creek College where
reduced work opponunities provicled
time for sports.

Vrung men playecl seasonal intramural
ballgarnes, as well as football against
teams from the community, the public
high schtxrl ,  and rrcasional ly other col
leges. The games sometimes proved a bit
too cxcitir-rg. Tcmpers flared at a f<xxball
game in 1893 between American ancl Brit
ish teams tl'rat the lrral newspaper des
cribecl as the "Great International Frxrt
ball Game." A student sent a copy of the
paper to his parents in Austr:rlia, who
passecl it on to Ellen \X4rite. She was dis-
tressccl that such an itcm coulcl originate
from an Aclventist college.

Writing to Battle Creek College Presi
dent W. W. Presc(Nt, she said,

This is no tirne to foster pleasure loving by
provicl ing thc y<>utl i . . .with faci l i t ies f()r the
plaf ing of garles which are a snarc t() all wlro
engagc in thcm. . .  T'hcv act as i f  the schtxrl
were a place where thev n'ere t<) perfect thcnr-
sclves in spons, as if this was an imp()rtant
branch o f  the i r  ec luca t ion  .  .  .  Th is  i s  a l l
\\T()ltg.

Amuscmcnt that scn es :Ls exercise ancl recrea
tion is not to bc cliscardedl ncvenheless it
must be kept strictl)'within bour.rds.

A great mistake has becn nraclc in following
thc u,orlcl's plans ancl ideas in recreation in
indulgcncc and pleasure kx'ing.2

Her  le t te r  adv ised aga ins t  p lav ing
"match games of football," which she
subsecluently explained did not exclude
all games, only those that resulted in a
massing of strengtl-r against strength so
that the excitement of panicipants would
be raised to an Llnnaturally high pitch.

Prescott immediatelv presented the mat-
ter to facultv and students, who decided to
cancel the games between college teams
and those from the communiry or other
colleges, Prescott wrote Mrs. V/hite, "Our

recreation will be planned in such a way
as to llive the physical benefit desired
without arousing up a spirit of contest,
and without havin5; it on the basis of
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athlet ic sports."3
Ellen White \\'ent on to pen a number

of cor,rnsels regarding athletics. \.,hile
aclxrating vigortus exercise f<rr students,
she expressecl concem about the clistract
ing inf lr ,rencc of sprtrt  btxh on their aca
clemic ;rrogress ancl preltaration frrr life.a
She cri t icized t l te excitement and erno
t i ( )ns  assoc ia tcc i  u . i th  a t l t le t i cs  anc l
u'arned that :r  consunring interest in
athletic gantes crowclecl Cltrist out of stu
clents'  minds.5

Mrs. \illtite clcalli. f'clt ntanual labor
rvas superior to cxc'essivc ir txl lventent
rvith garles6 ancl bemoane'cl thc ncglcct
of r,rsefir l  lel tor ancl the substi tut ion of
ganrcs of : l l lusel lent on Aclvrnt ist cant
pusc-s .7  Evcn l rc r  be  lovcc l  Avonc la lc
Schtxrl  hlcl  to bc aclntonishccl in 1900
tl)1lt  s()nrc ol '  t l tc ganrcs ancl sl torts ir .r
nhic'h studcnts l) : l l t i ( ' i l )atcd u,crc "f i ixI

Ious, f trde, ancl grotesc1r.re."8
As u. 'c exan.t inc- El lcn V4ti tc 's conr

r.nents rcgurrliltll atlilcti('s uncl sltorts to
cl iscover rrnrlcr l t ' ing yrr inciples or phikrs
ophr', r'n'c flncl thet she :rt'r'r1'rtccl. evern
e ncor r ragcc l ,  a l )p ro l ) r i l t t c  rcc  rca t ion : r I
act iVit ics, :rncl r l i r l  r .rot cxcluclc org:rnizcrl
intranrrrnrl  tcant sl)orts. I i r t  thcrc also
sccnrs t() bc l t  clclrr tnessxgr'  t l ) : l t  intrr
schrxrl  sl tort is inepl-;roltr i : l tc l)cc: luse i t
prorlut 'cs r ivlr lr ics t l txt l rrc t 'arr iccl to
cxtre nlcs. c() lDl)ct i t i ()n thet brc'onrcs ttxt
intcnse, :rncl cl trot iorrs t l t : l t  nln t txt I t igl t .
l t  cl istr l l ( ts thc l l t t( 'nt i() l t  ol 'sttrclcrrts f iont
t l tc r-cul l)url)()scs l i l '  ul t iclr  thct '  erc
i t t l ( ' r t ( l i r t B  s t  l l ,  r , l

' l 'hc bricf l lett lc Crcek cxpcrintcnr u, ir lr
intcrsclrool s1tor1 cnclt l  ul trult t l r ' .  I t  ytro
vit lct i  suf l l t ' icnt cr iclcnce t() c()nvincc
Ath cntist sc'hools thet thcv l','crc bdtcr oll'
* i thout suc' l i  l t rogntls, l r  t 'onvict ir tn t lr l r t
rcn t l r i r rc r l  u t rc 'h : r l l cn{ t rc l  fo r  nc t r r l v  l t
ce nt Lln' .

uccess
acbiwed
tbrougb

indiuidualistic methods
is certainly more in
barmony uitb tbe

Aduentist uiew of W
and tbe needs of tbe

u)orld in utbicb tue liue.

ings of f 'ui lure-. lr  l lc isscr f i runcl t l i : r t  "cve'n

sr-u'ccsstirl at Ir I ctcs h:rlc. scl 1' estrc-nt pr< ll'r
lcr ls."ra l \ ,1orc ularr l i rrg is t l te f inding t l tet"11 str '(  )ng nrgutiVr rclat ionshi l-r cxists
betu'cen : l thlct ic ec' l t icvcntent :rnrl  intcl
lcctturl  sclf  r 'onccpt." l5 Researchcrs srrg
J l ( '51  l l ) : t t  l l l t vs i r ' l r l  l ) r { , \ \ ( , : i s  i s  s r  I  i r t t l l r  tn : tn l
in thc st l l f  us It icrarchics ol 'xlrng 1teol>lc"tIr :r t  

i t  actu:r l lv intc-rf 'ercs .,r . i th ucarlcntic.
cr lnrnri tr lcnts l tccessl ln'  to l tui lcl  a str()ng
inte-l lectual self  t 'oncept." I  6

indicating anv pctsitive impact of intercol
legiate spot-t on student atl-rletes' gracles.
There is, hol'ever, ample et'idence of
significar"rt role conflict experienced bv
stuclents on athleric scholarships nho
find it clifficuh ro meer both atliletic and
academic expectations sr,rccessfulh'. Nens
met l i l  l te re  d , , tu t r ten ted  the  l i i r t  t l r r r t
most coacltes are much tn<tre concernecl
about l t laver el igibi l in '  than abotrt learn-
ing ancl gracluation. TI're clernancls of
athletic scltolarshil-rs ancl the appeal of
Iavish pcrks tl-rat often :rccompanv thent
ar(r so great that ferv college atltletcs put
as rrucl.r ernphasis on acaclenrics as orr
s1-r<tr-ts.l8

Undesirable Attitudes
2. Irtlcrscbrxtl sport, rallter tban hrikl

i ttg cl.tantcter and preparitry st t rtlants.fttr
.T1/c.-c.s.s in lilt,, 0cltrttll), pcrpetttatcs
rltltettdcttt't ' attd i m nnttrrit.y' atr) frr-t rst's
dltenlion ott u s('l rlf t'altrt's ll.tdt art' tut
k)nllL'r dppropridte i,t tl.tc corttatt 0.[ crnr
tt'ntfxra4' socielJ' attd nd itt harnton.l'
t r i I lt tht' Arl t't' t t ti,st ph i k xr 4 il.t1' r t.[ ctl t r c at i r n
urtd li.[t'.

( )ne st i l l  l tcars thc olc l  axior l  
"s l tor t

bui lc ls  ch:rr rctcr , '  l t r r t  f t r r r -ncr  ath lctes l ike
N{crlirr Olscrr unrl (.lrris Flvcrt Lkrvcl ancl
(  r l r r ( ' r l t  r r . s ( . : r r (  l t  l i r r t l i r r gs  t l i s l l r r i r .  i t . l ,
Dorcas Susan I:irrtt. x clinical ltsvt'ltologist
encl  l i r r r r rcr  nurnbcr one r :utked Cl l rnecl ian
tcr.trris lrleyrr, rel)()ltccl it-t t rs.1,t'/tr fi 441' t t I
.51rr1 tllrt sl)()rt is n()t thc .,r':n' to ltuilcl
( l r i r r l t ( l ( ' r . 2 ' r  A  l i r r  r t . : t r s : l g r r  l i  g 1 q 1 1 1 1 1 , , 1 '
re-scurc l rers concluclcc l  th: r t  

" l 'hcrc 
is  l i t

t lc ,  i f  arrr ,  r 'e l ic l  cv ic lencc. .  .  t l l r t  i r l r r lvc-
n r cn t  1n  spo r t  t c l r c l r es  o r  r es t r l t s
in.  .  .  chenrcter  bLr i lc l ing,  ntoml c lcvcl t l - r
n r r - n t ,  .  .  .  gooc l  c i t i z c -ns l t i p ,  O r  cc r t e i n
v a l u e c l  p e r s o n e l i t v  t r r i t s . " 2 |  ( l o e k l c t ,

r ( ' l ) (  ) t l ( ' ( l  i r t  l ( ) l l ( r  t l t : t l  l l t t . r t .  . t r ( '  n {  )  s l u '
r l ics that  rvoulc l  lcacl  f t l t is  conclr rs i<>nl  to
be rcvisccl . "22.

Gompetition
(ion'r1'rctition is t<xr contltlcx to ltc thor

<>ugh11' cl iscussecl hcrc-, but tr thlc-t ical lv i t
cen be' clef irrccl as '11 pr(xess througlt
'urltich success is nteasurccl ltr, clirectll,
compuring thc achier-entcnts of tltose
rvho are pcrftrrnting tlte santc phvsical
:l('tlvitics u r-rcle.r stunclerclizccl c'oncl rtions
ancl tr les."2l Conrltet i t i<l lr  rs also e reu,arr l
stluctrlrc thet scts tltc ftrlcs ltr. utich
rclrarcls are rc-ceivecl ancl or-rtlincs tlte
relationshil'rs l)L-twt:en pafticil)ants in :l
gir-en situation. Ren'ards helcl out to
cornpc t ing  par t i c ipa l l t s  a re  rnu tua l l v
exclusive. Acltieventent nteAns overcoll.
ing others; success clepencls (n thc fail
Ltre of o1-lponents.

Corr-rpetition can also be tl-roirght of as
a pcrsonl l  or ientat i()n that is incomp:rt i
blc u'ith cool)erative or inclividr-ralistic
orient:rtions. Competitive people judge
goa l  ach ievement  l l v  c lemonst ra t ing

Corttirttrecl on page 39

Five Areas or concern ,,,;11:,,"i:;i,"1*;l]:.,:;''l;lli"':li,,l:'J,j1l;
A rcvicu of the l i tcntttrrt  suggcsts f ivc goals of uthlctcs is that intcrsc. l tol lst ic

llltsic :trcas ol' t'ortce rrte vultic'lr, lr'lrcrr sl)()rt, likc othcr cxtracr.rrrit.ular ac'tivities,
ex:ttr l i t ' tccl,  r ' rclcl  l rr t tplc cvi( len('c t() sup tenrls to l t trect sclf  i .ofr l lc lcr-rt  stuclcnts
l)on t l le t 'htrrch's tntt l i t ional posit ion of u, i th alxl ,e- averxge abi l i t ies anrl  l tosit ive
cxc ' l t rc l i r lg  i t r te rs t 'hoo l  spor ts  f ronr  e t t r tuc les  about  sc l too l .  l t  i s  L rs r - ru l l y
Aclventist canll)uscs. accornpaniecl lrr' prcstigc, prelercntilil

L lttlerst'lttxl slxn't distraL'ts tl.ts a11y7'11 treatntcnt, :rnrl aceclentic sul)l)()ft an(l
tiott ttf cttl.)lalcs und rilbt'r sltrdettts Jrtntt cncorlrllgcntcl-tt ht in.tnilt-t:lnt l)crs(nts.l7
ttcad<'nic at'/it'ilit's.l)esltite claitns to thc- Vtatcver ltosrtivc bcnc-flts irrterslltol
c(nltran', resclrch llas rtot sltou,n that astic sp()ft ltroviclc's, its clistracting inflrr
l l t l l let ic paft icip: l t i () l t  l tctr-ral lv procluccs ence lras a negettve int l tact not onlv on
Posit ivc acadcnlic exltericttcesl0 ()r that par-t icipants bl l t  also on l tonl)anir ' iplutts.
thc nl()tivatior-t, hartl u'ork, ancl efficienc' Athletic-rc-lated absentceism clue to travcl
recltrirecl in spons spill ovcr irtt() stLlrlents' rrr intiinge-ntent of atl-rletics on acaclcmic
:tcl tclenl ic lr 'ork.rr Atl-r let ic el igi l>i l in '  re t in-re, pl 'n 'sical exhaustion of plavers f i t l
quirer.nents havc bcen slron'n to ln()ti\.:rtc lou,ing practices lrncl games, ancl the
onh' a f-erl' n'rarginallv eligible stllclents enr()ti()nalisnt that tencls to acconpany
bltt  to have l i t t le effbct ()n ()thers. l2 interschrxrl  spon cl isrtrpt thc acaclerr ic

Althor.rgh s<;rne have arguecl that spon process ancl can be an unsettling influ
participati(n provides oplx)ftLlnities for cnce on the scl-rrxrl. V'in loss recorcls of
success that leaci to p()siti\.e self-concepts athleric teams often eclipse legurrnare
necessan'fitr acaden-ric success, sport also educational concerns.
llrovicles abundatlt oppttnr-rnities for feel There has been no clefinitiye researcl-t
30 ADVENTIST EDUCAIION . OCTOBER - NOVET,.4BER 1988
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T i l  A O  H  i l  H  S
Students Learn to Write-
for Businesses

r  "Local  businesses were inv i ted to soonsor indiv idual
students as wr i ters oJ adver t is ing in  Jasper County,  GA.,
with the cooperation of the local newspaper, the Monti-
cello News. During a 'Writing Festival Week,' business-
people visit classrooms to meet students, participate
in wr i t ing exerc ises and te l l  young wr i ters about  thei r
businesses.  The youngsters took notes,  and then devel -
oped ads for  the par t ic ipat ing businesses.  Teachers took
the f in ished ads to the businesses and col lected $20 each
to pay for  p lac ing the ads in  a specia l  sect ion in  the
newspaper. More than 40 businesses and students par-
t ic ipated.  AJter  cover ing i ts  costs for  pr in t ing,  the news-
paper refunded $120 to the schools to cont inue the pro j -
ect .  Curr icu lum Director  Mary Lou Jordan noted that  the
program was an appl icat ion of  the phi losophy that  ' the

way to teach wri t ing is to let  the students wri te. '  "- / t

Starts in the Classroom. Seotember 1984.

Hospital Adopts School
e "When a school is 'adopted'  by a hospital ,  there

are some side benef i ts.  When Riverside Hospital
jo ined with Warwick High School in Newport News,
VA, in a cooperat ive effort  to boost the instruct ional
program, i t  enabled the school to tap into the hospi-
tal 's diverse staff .  Act iv i t ies include student vis i ts to
study computer appl icat ions, guest speakers on alco-
hol and drug abuse, and a Health Fair  that includes
blood typing, blood pressure readings and body fat
measurements. Al l  that plus a special  bonus: a stress
clinic for teachers."-/t Slarts in the Classroom,
March '1985. tr

HOT BOUDIN
GOLD GOUS.GOUS
Crntirtrred .fronr 1n14c 30

sLlpc-rioriry, ovcr othcrs rathcr tltan l-rt'
w o r k i n g  u , i t h  t l t c r n .  A  c o o p c r a t i v e l v
orientecl pcrson clcfines rcu'arcls in ar-r
rct ivi tv in a wav thxt ntakes t l-rcnt avai l
able to cvcn()nr' anrl sccs goal acl-ricvc
ment as maximizing rervarcls for all panic
ipants  th rough coorc l in l r tcc l  ac t ion .
lncl iviclual ist icalh'  oricntecl pcrs()ns see
revvercls as unrc'laterl to the bchavirtr of
rxher l tanicipents lnd goal achieventcnt
as ho'nl 'ncl l  orrc's beltavior lreasrlres up
to stanclarcls basr-cl on lters<xtal criteri:r.

Vhile rnanv belier.c tl-rat success in lifc
t l c ' n t : t n t l s  : t  ( ( ) r l t l ) c t i l i \ C  ( ) r i c n t J l i ( ) n .  J
person u'ho cornbir-re-s a str()ng desire frtr
Irchievernent r '" ' i th a crxtperativc or incl i
vidual ist ic orierrtat iot-r is just as l ikelv to
bc successful.24 I-if't: is reallv rnore ctxrlr
erative than c()mpetitive. Slton soci<tlogist
Gcorge'Sage argues that spon providcs a
p<xrr preparatior-r firr lrfe. The wiclcspread
incidence of deliberate rule breaking mav
encoLlrage and reinfrrrce attitudes, r'alues,
and bchaviors that flotrt s<rien"s nornts.2s
St - l t r ' css  l t t  l t i t ' re t l  t l t r ,  r t tgh  (  (x ) l )e rJ t i \ c  ( ) r
inclividr.ralistic metl-urcls is cenainh' more
in harmonv vn ith tlre Aclvcntist vier"' of life
and the nccds of the rvorld in n'hich vu'e
l ive.

Competition usr.ralIt' leads to conforr-n,
in' among competitors and stifles crea

ti\.in', Losers nrav subseclucntl,v ftrcc lif-c
u'ith the clisaclvantage ol' a ptxrr sclf
i rnage.26 Cornpcti t ivc rclat ionships also
gent:rlrtr- hosti lit1, arrong those i rtvolvecl.
I lor ' , 'cvcr, this can be :rvoiclccl i f  parr ici
pants sharc a conrmon goal that supcr
cccles that of comltctitive suctess.2T

Although competit iorr is an inlterent
part of sport, opltonunitics firr cornltining
conrl-rctitivc n'ith c<xrperatrvc encl incli
virltralistic rcr.vard structure-s d<t exist. F<tr
exarnplc-. a spon actir,'iti'cen be strll('trlreLl
so that competit ive outc()me is not thc
onll' basis firr clcfining success or f-ailr.rrc.
Ilecogniti()r or rcw:rrcls can be given to
participents frrr personal achicve-ment
irrespectir.'c of n'inning or ktsing, This can
be accomplishecl r,l'hcrr 1tafticipants arc.
prirnarih'  interestecl in enjoving a groul l
experience or clcvck4ring personal ski l ls.
\ l 'hi lc nrx el iminating c()mpetit ion, this
metl-tocl reclefines it througlr thc usc <>f
crxrperative and inci iviclual ist ic orienta
t ior-rs.28 l t  is impossible to clesign strch a
sett ing f irr  intcrschrxrl  spoft,  but i t  can
r.vork in an intramural 1)rogram.

An Undemocratic Program
J. Interscbool spofi is elitist b1 nattrre.

Onlv a few can panicipate while the
rnajorin' of stuclents are relegated to the
role of spect:rtors. Intercollegiate athletics
frequentlv monopolize pliysical ecluca,
tion personnel, resources, and facilities
that could be used bv all students in ph,vs
ical eclucatior-r, recreation, and intramural
spon pr()grams, One of the best things
about intramurals is their democratic

nature; al l  stu(lents can panicipatc ancl
en jov v"holcs<)rrc recreati()n. As an addecl
bonus, intranrurals arc rclativelt' inexpen
str t '  l tnt l  slr le l i  rr  1l: tnit  i l l l rnts.

Sports and School Spir i t
4. I)espite proponents' claints, inter

scbottl sprtrt rktcs rtol really generatc
u'bolcsomc schottl spirit and ttnil.y. ln real
itr'', it tcncls to crL-ate lm()ng stuclents a
superficial, transitory spirit that sul-x'effs
the cclr,rcational goals alrcl ohjectivcs of
the scl-t<xrl .  lntcrschtxrl  spon uncleniably
generatcs spir i t ,  btrt  is i t  rcal ly the best
spirit firr a school, particularll'an Acl\,ent
ist scl-rtxrli' [)oes the spirit gcncratccl b1'
intcrscl-r<xrl s1-:ort realll' have anv relati<tn
ship to the r lual i tv of the rcst of the
sch<xrl program-l Research suggests that it
cl<tes not.2e

lnterschool sp()rt is n()t the onl1,, nor
tl-re- bcst \\rav to promote sch<xrl spirit.
English sp()rt soci()logist Anita V4.rite said,

[T]here are other equallv effectt'e mechanisms
ft rr gr 'ncrl l i r ' tg rtr t t l  nt l t inl .r ining J (\ ,r l)()r:rr( '
identit,v, firr cxanrple, commur-ritv aicl pr<r
grams, funclraising activitics f<rr schrxrl projects
or charitable causes. An_v activity in utich inrli
vicluals frr>m a scl.t<xrl corporatel,v -engage,

representing the schrxrl as a unit, rvhich is rec
ognized as nrrrths'hile bv significant rxhers
inside ancl outsrde the scli<xrl, can fulfill this
intcgrativc firnction. Spon is not the onlv inte
gra t ing  fo rce ,  anc l  o ther  ac t i v i t ies  n 'h ich
in \ .o lve  mOrc  genu ine  par t i c ipa t ion  [ than
cl.ree'ring a spon tearn] mal' be equallv if not
more r"'<trthn'hile.3o

The imponance of athletic achieve-
ment in the scx'ial organization of high

ADVFNTIST EDUCATION . OCTOBER - NOVEN,IBER 1988 39



schools with interscholastic sport pro,
grams has been well documented bv a
number o[studies.]2 SLrr.h programs afiet. t
not only the status structures of hieh
schotr l  students but also rhe dai lv trnera-
t ion of the st 'hrxrl .  The effect is di.snrotire
to the educational program and mav er.en
result in less-effeci ive st.hrxrl  leadershio.
since male r ' tnches are often r iewed is
good educators and candidates for admin
istrative positions.32

Funding Problems
5. Interschctol atbletic programs depril,e

edttcational programs d resources, .[acili.
ties, and stafJ and cotrld sericttrsllt af fect
tht, .sttpptr! o! tht' Atlt't'rttist commitnity
lor its s<hools.

The actual cost of intersch(x)l athletic
pr()grams is difficult to assess because
public ancl privare schrxrls have clifferent
sources of income. For church-relatcd
schools and colleges, funding sorlrces arc
l imited to tuit ion, fees, enctrwments,
denominational supp()n, gifts, ancl gatc
recelpts.

Thc  cos ts  < t f  an  a th le t i c  p rogrant
include the expense of crecting or prel-raring
buildings, fields, ancl tracks, Lrpkcep,
c o a c h i n g  s a l a r i c s ,  e q u i l t m e n t ,  t r a v c l ,
insl lrance, substi tute tcachcr salaries (at
the high schrxrl lcvel), salarics of atl-rletic
ancl acaciemic supllort personnel (at thc
collcge level), ancl scl.rolarships. l'l-re
hel ief that inrcrt 'ol lcgiarc lrhlet i t .  grro
grams can be self  supponing is a ntvtht
thcy are, on the averege, "excessivclv

deficit producing."r: 6l-t.-".leaders, clrill
teants, marcl'ring bands, and pcp sclr,racls
can acicl significantlv t() rhc k)ral cost.

Money c()nsumecl by athletic pr()grams
deprives acadcmic ancl <xher legitirnatc
eclucational pr()grants of neeclcd resour-
ces, hci l i t ies, ancl personnel. In rnan_v
i r ts t i l r r t i r rns  adcr l tu te  phys i t .a l  c t l r r t : l r ion
and recreational ftrcilities arc sacriflcecl
f<rr athlctic f?rcilitics, and academic per-
sonnel arc sacrificed to cmDktt' coaches
and their sraffs.

\Xzhile collegc coaches tcncl to be full
t imc, nonteaching personncl, high schtxrl
coaches are frequer-rtly full time teachers
who receir.'e additional salary fitr coach
ing responsibilities. Ben Harris decries

the excessive number <>fIhigh schrxrl] coaches
required to adntinister the. . . arhletic pro
granrs whr> must also teach classes. 'I'his situa
tion can, and usuallv does, result in problen.rs.
Fint l ing a pers(,n wh(, is qrral i i ied trr q1y.1..1t
girls'r'olle,vball and als<> teach general science
can present problems. This situati()n tencls tr>"load" a sch<xtl with pers()ns n-l.ro place most
of their energies and time on rhe coachinq
r e s p ( ) n s i b i l i r i e s  0 f  r h e  j o h  r r r h e r  t h a n
on.  .  .  teach ing . la

tional tLlition and fees to suppoll an inter-
school athletic program. Onlv a handfr_rl
of students would l le ret.rtr i ted or lost
because of the presence or lack of inter
sch(x)l sports. And it is unlikelv that rl.re
thttrch would funci srrch a(t ivi t ies. In fact,
the  presence o f  such programs on
Adventist campuses crtr_rld have a negative
impact on levels of sLlpport.

Advent is t  schoo ls  have prov ided
wholesome recreati()n for their students
for nearlv a centlln'. These intrantr_rral
pr()grams reduce the competitive aspects
{ ) f  spor t .  a rc  re la t i reh  inexpens ive  t ( )
operate, and are reasonabh'safe. Nrtr d<r
thev clisrupt thc acaclemic pr()gram.

It seems strange that at a time r,,'hen
escalating c()sts ancl other concerns are
causing manv pr-rblic, private, and cl'rurctt
related inst i tut iol ts to el int inate such prt i .
grams, s()mc in our church woi.rlcl have Lrs
consicler reversing our ltistoric 1-rositi<xt
o1-rposirrg intersch<xtl athletics. D

Ilr. William G. W7rite, Jr. is Assistant FW>

fessor of Educational Leadersbip at Gram-
bling State ( lnhersity, Grctmbling, Louisiana.
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tbe SDA K-12 Roards of Education of tbe
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