
hoblem-soluing
tecbniques can be found

in tbe Scriptures.

'A kacber
Like God"

Integrating Faith and Tbachq Education

"\{ ' l r<r is a teachcr l ike [God]l" Job's rhetorical question ( l t>l-t  36:22, NIV)r undersc<lres the
transccnclent love, greatness, ancl nrajesq' of God as I Ic endeavors to educate humanity in the
cternel vcritics. Consicler tfre tcaching creclentials of Gocl: t Ic is the Sourcc of knowledge and trr.rth,
ancl in FIir t t  "arc hicl  al l  the trcasurcs of wisclom ancl knowledge" (Cokrssians 2:3). In adcl i t ion, G<d
crcatccl the hr-rman rrind and orclainecl the lavu's of leanring. He knows how per4rle learn and how
thcr.' can bcst be taught. I.urthermore, all thrcc rncmbcrs of the Godheacl havc had teaching
expericncc ( l ' �salrn J2:13; John l :2; I-uke l2:12).

A didactic rclationship existcd between God and Israel,
'lhe t-orcl resen'ecl to tlinrself the educatirxr and instrltction of Israel. IIis care was not restrictecl to thcir

religious interests. \{,'liatcvcr affectcd their nrcntal or phvsical well being became also an object of divine
sol ici tude.2

l'he llible records similar educational rclationships from Adam to the Christian era. It is as
autht>ritatir.'e on educati<tnal rratters as rin other areas of human life,

Clrristian educators have lt>ng recognized tl-re authoriry of God's W<rrd for establishing general

lrr inciples of eclucation ("Tiain up a chi ld in the wav he should go..."-Proverbs 22:6) and as a
gr-ride for forntulating sound educational phikrsoph,v. ("Beware lest any man spoil you through
phil<tst4rh1'and vain cleceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ" Colossians 2:fl). Beyond philosophv and principles, however, the Scriptures afford insights
into learnir-tg theon' and teachirrg methtdology to an extent as yet only poorly appreciated.

Recognizir-tg that all sound educational theory ancl practice frrrmulated by human beings have
their origin in God, significant harmonv should exist befween pedagogy and Scripture:

Tl.re *'orlcl has had its sreat teachers....We can trace the line of the rvorld's teachers as far back as human
records extend; but the Light * 'as befrrre them....As far as their teaching is true,.. the w<trld's great thinkers
reflect the ravs ofthe Sun t>fRighteor"rsness. Everv gleam ofthor,rght, every'flash ofthe intellect, is from the Light
of the n<rrld.l

Parallels and congrr-rities should therefcrre be evident berv,reen biblical statements about educa-
tion and s,hat man.v modern edr-rcators espouse. If Christian educators were to don pedagogical
spectacles as thev read the Scriptures and, under the Spirit's guidance, think the thoughts of the
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currenr emphasis * 
T:lf::1":.r1"i for bandicapped ptrSons,

()ut(()mes. expressed through the ftrrmu
lati.n .f .bjectives, finds ;rrecedence in tbe Bible iS fiCb in
Scripture. Sprinkled throughour Jesus'
outir<ruring of liis hean to ,rr" er,r*. insigbts fOf SpeCiAl
rec<rrded inJohn 17:13-26 are His objec
tives t<rr the disciples: 

v .rL rrrJ t'r''LL 
education.

Great Teacher after Him, they wor,rld rec,
ognize that those parallels and congruen-
cies do exist, as the following sampling of
educational perspectives will sen'e to
illustrate.

Objectives

. "Thar they might have m,v jov ful-
f i l led in themselves" (verse 13).

o "That 
they also rnight be sancrified

through the truth" (r 'erse l9).
o "That they rnav be rnade perfect in

one" (verses 21 23).
o "'I'hat the worlcl nray knox,'that thou

hast scnt me, ancl hast loved tl'rem" (r'e-rse
23).

r That "they 
may be wirh r.nc whcre I

am" (r 'crse 2.1).
. "That thcy r.nay beholcl nl' gkrn"'

(r'ersc 2.i ).
. "That rhe love wherewitl'r thotr hast

loved me may be in thenr" (r,erse 26).
In the Old'Ibsramenr rhe Psalmisr sug

gests worthwhile objectivcs for the youth:
fear God, eniov lif'e, use cliscrction, be
truthfr.rl, do gtxrd, ancl pursue peacc.a
1'hcse objectives are as reler.'ant todal' as
when thev were writtcn thousands of
vears ago.

Domains of Learning
L c a r n i n g  o L l t c ( ) n t e s  a r e  t r s u a l l t '

g r o u p e d  i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  o r"dontains": 
t l rc cognit ivc ( inte-l lectual

develolrnrent),  the psvchomotrtr (per-
formance skills), and thc affective (ani
tudes, r 'alues, and c-ntot ions). Interest-
ingly, n'hen Jesus washecl the cliscioles'
fee t .  H is  cxh( )n t t i ( )n  to  I r r r rnb lc  s t ,n ice
addressed all three domains: "lf _ve knou'
these tl'rings [cognitive], I'rappv are ve
[affective] if ye do them [ps,vchorntttor]"
( fohn 13 :17) .

Educators have attempted to describe
and classify the rypes of learning trcur
ring in each of tl'rese dornains. Various
committees such as those led by Bloom,
Simpson, and Krathwohl l'rave developed
chss i f i ca t ions  (ca l led  " ta ronomies ' i  

o f
the cognitive, ps,vchomoror, and affective
domains. The following progressi<tn of
affective growrh was suggesred by K'rath-
woh l :  rece iv ing ,  respond ing ,  va lu ing ,
organizing, and characterizing. Each step
inc' ludes and adds ro the nrevi()us sreD.

The Bible is replete wiih such clasiifi.
cations. Some are hierarchicall_v inte,
grated such as Peter's taxonomv of the
affective domain:

Make every effirn to add to your fairh good,
nessi and to goodness, knon'ledge; and to

Witb 15 of Cbrist's 20
recorded miracles of

h ealing b eing performed

knr>wledge, sclfcontrol; ancl to selfcontrol.
perseverance; and t<t perseverance, gOdilnesS;
and to goclliness, brotherlv kindnesst and to
br<xherll' kindness, kxe. For lr vou possess
t l tcsc r lu l l i t ies in i r r t  rc ls ing l leasr l r ( , .  rhey u i l l
keep vou fiont beirrg rneffectit,e and unprr>
t l t t t t i r c  i r t  \ 1 ' r t r  kn r ) s l c ( l ge  ( , f , ) r t r  L , r r d . J i sus
Chr ist  (2 l )eter  1:5 U. Nn,) .

Grouping
Clear Scril-rtural cvidence exists to incli,

cate the use Of grouping meth()dology by
the Master Tl.acher. Examination of the
four Gospel l ist ings of the discipless indi
cates that the secluence of the nan-res is
nearlv iclentical in cach list. Frtr exantDle.
I)ctcr is elwlrvs ntcnti ,  rnt.d f irsr. errr l . l r idrs
Iscari(x alwavs conres last, except in Acts,
wltert '  l r is rt l r t tc is ornit tct l .

In Acts I the clisciplcs are describccl as
meeting to elect a success()r to Judas,
rvl-rich also underscorcs their perccr-rtion
of (ht.  rrct, t l  to kg1,p grt,rr1.r org:rniz. l t t i , rr .r
ir- t tact. A str l lctural analysis of Acts l :1J
suggests that tl're clisciples ( now apostles )
\ \ ' c re  s ( )m( ] t imes c l i v ic lec l  in to  th ree
gr()ups lccl bt'l)eter, I)hilip, anclJames tl-re
sor"r of Alpheus. Vith the rc1;lacemcnt of
Juclas n'ith Matthias, the apostles q.'ould
:tg:r ir t  f i rrrt t  t l rrce grotrps ,, l t  f , ,rrr.

At tilnes -Jesus saw rhe nced frtr clivicl
ing II is stuclents inro rwo groups (Mark
6:7). I le used a sint i lar configuration
when I le scnr out thc SevenN for their
f icld expcrienr'c ( l .rrke l0: I  ) .  l \ lerrhew's
account ofJesus' sending out the Twelve
(Manheu' 10: l , . i )  goes s() f)r as to speci ly
tvhich cliscil-rles q,ere paired frrr their
practlcums.

Problem.Solving
Problem-sctlving techniques can also

be four-rd in the Scriptures. For exarnple,
in the paralt le of the lost t . t l in ( Luke I5:t l ,
9), the woman uses convergent thinking
in solving her problem. Likewise, in seek-
ing solutions to ()ne's problems todal',
one could do the follon'ing:

"Light 
a candle"-become acquainted

with and revieq. 'rhe " l ight," 
i .e.,  the infor,

mation and counsel available on the
problem.

"Sweep 
the house"-explore the terri-

tory likelv to offer a solurion, eliminating
extraneous elements and irrelevant data.

"Seek 
d i l igen t ly " -Concent ra re  in ,

tenselv on the possible solutions or options,
using various angles and perspectives.

"Till she find it"-Converge on the solLl,
tion, discover the best or only acceptable
optlon.

"[Call] her friends and neighbors to-
gether" (NIV)-share findings with others
who could benefit from the discoverv.

Special Education

\X/irh 15 of Christ's 20 recorded mira,
cles of healing being performed for handi-
capped persons, the Bible is rich in
insights for special education. U.S. lan'
P.1,. 92-142 stipulates that handicapped
children must be provided with a free
and appropriate educati<tn, and that an
individual ized education plan ( IEp) must
be developed frrr each ofthese children.
It also requires rhar the.v be placed in the"least restrictive envittnment" that will
cnsL l re  the i r  p rogrcss .  Th is  invo lves
"mainstreaming" 

or placing them q.'itlt
nonhand icapped ch i ld ren  as  fa r  as
possible.

One account <tfJesus' interactir>ns with
a har-rclicappecl person rec<>rdccl in Mark
7:32-3J aff irms the val idit l 'of these st ipu-
lat ions. Mark n()tes that the man in cues,
t iort wrs dclf .  end had ln impt.r l iment in
his speech" (r'erse 32), rwo problems that
often go togcther.

J e s u s '  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i r h  t h i s  h a n d i .
capped person is a stucl_r, in special ecir,rca.
ti()n. First, tlte Master Teacher determined
that the man had rcached the point where' ' r t te ins l re l tm ing '  

wot r ld  n t ,  l t ,ngcr  be  in
his best interest. Therefore I IL- "r(x)k hint
aside fiont tl're multitude" (r'erse 33).
Then Jesus communicarecl with l-rinr in
the onll' r,'a,v that mer his individual
ne-ecls: He used visual and tactilc rather
than aural cucs.

Taking the man awav frorn the cntwcl
indicated to hirn tl'rat he hacl the Mastcr's
sole attention. Christ then "pur his fingers
into l"ris ears." This \\,'as n()t a l-rcalinc
tour 'h ,  l ru t  J  n le tns  o f  ind i r 'a t inc  I l i s
:r\ \rreness of the man's prr rhlem. Next "hc

spit" (the saliva and tears ofgreat persons
were alleged to have therapeutic powers)
and "touched his tongue" to indicate that
He knen'about the speech problem and
was about to administer healing therap\',
Then "lookir.rg 

up ro heaven, he sighed"
(r'erse 3,i). Jesus could have instead
bowed His head, closed His eves, and
pral'ed, br,rt this *'or,rld not har.'e given a
clear r.isual signal to indicate the Source
of healing power.

Thus ,  Jesus  c learh '  communica ted ,
using sign language, tl"rat FIe knev"' the
man's problems, and *'as about to heal
him using the pon'er He had received
from the Father. Onlv then didJesus use
an aural cue saving "Be rlter-red." This was
probablv as much for the benefit of the
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onlookers as for the man s'ho $?s healed
at that instant.

Teaching Like God
Vien' ing the Bible as simply i l lustrat ing

some moclern theories and methods of
education is, hon'e.,'er, not sufficient. Nor
do u'e full.v appreciate its educatronal
value u.hen we see it as offering only phi-
losophv and general principles of educa-
tion. Bevond these, \'"'e can let God hcl;r
us become better teachers if rve stuch'the
teaching expcrienccs recordecl in llis
V<rrcl. This gives a nev"' climensir)n to a
famil iar passage: "A1l Scripturc rs inspircd
by Gocl ancl is useftrl for teaching the
truth . . . And git'in!< instntctiott.. . so that
the pcrson R'lto sen'es Gocl n'ra1'be ftrllv
qual i f ied and equippecl" (2 Tirn<xh1' l :16,
17, 'r ' �Ev) 6

Christian eclucators havc thc uniclr-re
privi lege of becoming "ful lv clual i f iccl
and equipped" through a studv of the.
Scriptures under the guiclance of thc I Iolv
Spirit. Ihcl have greater potential for
dcvcloping cxpcrtisc in peclagogl tharr
thc r"ronheliever because "thc natr-rral
man receiveth not the thir-rgs. .  .  of G<rl"
( l  Corinthians 2:1.1 ) but "rvc havc re
ceivecl .  . .  the spir i t  u'hich is of God; that
r"'e nrigl'rt knou.'the things thet arc frcc-ly
given to us of Gocl" (r 'ersc 12).

With God es the tc-acher's Teachcr.

Job's cluestion neecl not bc vierve-cl solt'h'
a s  r h e t o r i c a l .  S i n c c  " ( l o d l i r r c s s

godlikeness- is the goal to bc rcachccl,"T
Christ ian educators can ernulate God in
brxfr the ir pcrsonal ancl prof'essional
l ivcs. I iach can bc "a te-acher l ike God."
llndcr IIis tutelage r.r'c rccogr-rize- that "A

stuclent is not above his teacher, but cven'
orrc s' l to is f i r lh '  trainccl wi l l  be l ike Ir is
teacher" (Luke (r:+0, NI\ ' ) .  \X'hat nrore
coulcl one ask--to bc a tcachcr l ikc Gocl!

I
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