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Of Many-
One People

he frrus on a "finished work," of carrying the gospel to all the
worlcl within a given generatiou, was an early and pivotal
vision of this church. This vision shapecl tlte early cltnrch's
growing consciitusness towarcl a recognition that its task

embracecl the r.arieW of cultures, European at First ancl l:rter a multiplic,
itv of ethnic zlncl transcontinental peoples

Thtrs carlv in its history the Seventh clay Aclventist Churcl-r estab-
lishccl setninaries and secondary schools for Nordics, Germanics, IIis-
panics, ancl relatecl Iinntpean gr()ups. Irter, as it cxtenclecl its missirtn
outreach, schrxrls ancl eclr:cation firr national ancl ethnic 1-lcoples
becarne an integral paft of its cr.zngelistic thrllst.

T'he patteins of reccnt church growth in thc North American Divisior-r
are crcating renewecl conscioLlsncss in the church, resiclent in thc
clivision. of tl 'rc neecl to revitalize and eclll('ate itself to e ntbrace these
positivc cviclcnces of the continuing attractiveltess <tf tltc message to a
u'orlcl f 'nnrilv. Although sol-nc, uncxposecl to varietics of cultural
exl)rcssions, have become f'carful ancl unccftain regarcling thc clcvel-
opments ahcacl, those who have lir,'ecl abroacl or among othcr cultures
reaclilv rccognize the ltotential frrr strength ancl growth this represents.

Snch persons have conc to t\)prcciatc sr-rch cltralities as warmth of
intcrpersonal relations, ()pcnness to others, a nt()rc dvnarlic ancl
entlrusiastic firrm of worship, a greater rceclincss t() co(4)erate ancl
follow lcaclcrshilt in realizirrg new goals ancl expancling the church's
soul rvir-tr-ting effrrr-ts, as cliscernible clr.ralitics to nLtrtLlrc in the process
of boncling the extenclecl spiritual familv. Slrch lrersor-rs see that witlt
the intcgrati<ln of thcsc traclitional clualities of the homc basc, such as
the acclr,rirccl habits of sr-rst:rined hard work, the cultir.ation of patte rns
of orclerll ' l)r(x'esses to facilitate efficicncl, ar-rcl eff'cctivcncss, and thc
provision of major fhancial resollrces to share fitr the cxtcnsi<tn ancl
expansion of this enrichecl heritage, we can incleecl rebLrild the old
u'astc places ancl mo\.e ahead in a concertecl clrivc to crrmplete our
tunivcrs:ll task.

Scnsing the importllnce of this, in 19u5 the Nofth American l)ivision
Curriculurn Cornmittee acloptecl guiclelines (see page 12 ) on mr"rlticul
tur:rl a'nvare ness. The editors are aclclressing an entire issue to tl 'ris topic
in the holre that ir-r each school, in each conference, there r.vill devektp
greater sensitivin'ancl openness to meeting the challenges that sucl'r
a ricl'r clir.ersirv prrtr.ides.

Decicled and deliberzrte effor-ts must be pr-rt into practice throughout
orlr llocl)'politic to encollrage the gros,th toward greater understancl-
ing ancl acceptance clf the variolls ethnic and cultural entities among
us. Ttr ftrlfi l l Gocl's u'il l, we need to Lrse the manv strengtl-rs ancl abilities
to benefit the expandir-rg churcl-r family placed under ollr leadership.

-V.S.G.
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