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I EDITORIAT I

Survival Skills for
Multigrade lbachers

On Apr i l  18,  1988,  a commit tcc of  teachers mct  at  the General  Confcr-
ence to d iscuss thc needs of  tcachers in  one-  and two-room schools.
Each union se nt a teacher to represent its small schools, and to bring the
summarv of a survey that was taken, as wcll as discussion group actions.
As thc teachcrs ta lked,  onc th ing quick lv  bccamc evident- thc manv
nccds and thc d i f f icu l t  task of  teachers in  smal l  schools.  Fur thcrmorc,  i t
became c lcar  that  tcachers d id not  know what  k inds of  hc lp were avai l -
able to them. As a par t icu lar  area of  nced was mcnt ioncd,  another
committee mcmbcr would brcak in, "Oh, 

but rt 'e havc
" 

and
describc matcrials thal had alreadv been devcloped.

As a resuf t of that mcetins The Small-Sc'hr,tol kachcr's Survival Guide
was devcloped.  This guidc '  prov idcs thc teacher of  a smal l  school  wi th
monthlv checklists on what must bc done, descriptions of how t<-r do it,
and creat ivc idcas for  implement ing the program. Teachers who havc
testcd the guidc havc been enthusiastic. The Snrull-School Teacher's
Survivel Guide wil l soon be availablc for cvery tcerchcr ol ' one- and
two-room schoclls.

In workshops this past summer teachcrs began to put togcther a pro-
gram that  rv i l l  marke the teaching of  language ar ts  in  smal l  schools more
managcablc. Anothcr group dcvcloped corrclations for a new art pro-
gram that  has been adoptcd bv most  unions in  thc North Amer ican
Div is ion.  Thcse corre lat ions wi l l  make the new ar t  matcr iar ls  teacher-
f r iendly for  persons emploved by smal l  schools.  Piccc bv p iece the con-
ccrns exprcssed bv teachers arc beins addressed.

Lack of  in format ion about  avai lablc  mater ia ls  cont inucs to bc a cc ln-
cern, however. Just a few days ago I heard of a teacher who was strug-
g l ing wi th a l l  thc b i ts  and p ieces of  thc sc icnce/heal th program for
grades one to Fctur. Shc was about to dump the entirc program until a
f r iend to ld her  about  thc Science/Heal th Mul t ierade Uni t  P lan.  As she
studicd i t ,  evcrvth ing fe l l  in to p lace.  The postcrs,  tcxtbooks,  task and
exper iment  cards,  and the worksheets suddenlv became manageable.
Thc  he lp  she  nceded  had  been  the re  a l l  t hc  t ime !

Noth ing is  going to make teaching 18 chi ldren in  s ix  gradcs as easy as
tcaching 25 children in one grade, but materials and strategies are being
developed to help.  How wi l l  you know about  them? How wi l l  vour  col -
leagues in larger  e lementary and secondary schools d iscovci  what  is
available for them? The responsibil i ty for providing information and
introducing materials rests first of all with ttre North Imerican Division,
as well as with the union and the conference offices of education, but it
also l ies with the teacher.

Ask for help, study and try new materials, and share with other
teachers what vou have discovered. If vou have developed an innovative
solut ion to a problem, a terr i l ic  idea for  schedul ing c lass t ime,  an e[ [ec-
tive method of discipline, prepare it in article form, and share your idea
with readers of the JOURNAL. You'l l even be paid for vour effort!

Especia l lv  i f  vou are a new teacher in  the svstem, takei ime to examine
what is available. Let's work tosether to make Adventist schools all that
God ordained them to be.-M.L.H. fl
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