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THE,  JOL]RNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUC'A' t lON 
pub l ishes  ar t i c lcs  conccrncd r r i th  a
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Depar tn )cn t  o l  Educat ion  o l  thc  Gcncra l
Con f  c lcncc .

T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  A D V E N T I S T  E D U C A .
1 ' l O N  ( I S S N  0 0 2  I  - 8 . 1 8 0 )  i s  p u b l i s h e  d
b in ron th l r ,  Oc tobcr  th rough Mar ' ,  and a
s u m m c r  i s s u e  l o r  J u n c ,  J u l r ,  A u g u s t ,  a n d
S( 'p l ( 'n tb ( ' r  h \  the  D( ' f ia f ln tcn t  u l  E( lu (J -
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S i l r , e  r  S p r i n g ,  M D  2 0 9 0 4 - 6 6 0 0 .  ( 3 0 1 )
6 8 0 - 5 0 6 8  o r  5 0 7 5 .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c c ,
U . S . $  I  2 . 9 5 .  S i n g l e  c o p r ,  U . S . $ 2 . 7 5 .  S e  c o n d ,
c lass  rna i l ing  pa id  a t  S ihcr  Spr ing ,  Mar r -
land,  and add i t iona l  ma i l ing  o{ l i c i .  P lcase
scnd a l l  changes o f  address  to  South \ \ 'es t -
e rn  Co lorGraph ics ,  P .O.  Box  677,  Kecnc ,
TX 76059,  inc lud ing  bo th  o ld  and ncu.
address .  Addrcss  a l l  ed i to r ia l  and advcr t i s -
ing  cor respondencc  to  thc  Ed i to r .  Copr -
r igh t  o  1990 Genera l  Confc rcnce o f  SDA.
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I EDITORIAT I

Geography -
Ihe Handmaiden of Missions

his issue of the JOURNAL focuses on the need for the church to be
globallv knowledgcable and aware of the challcnges it faces as it
sccks to interpret thc Thrce Angels' Messages to God's scattercd
children. This is espcciallv truc of thosc Seventh-dav Adventist cen-
tcrs that havc acceptcd the responsibilitv and challcnge of providing
missionaries to scrve our global nccds.

G e o g r a p h v ,  i n  r v h o s c  c o m p a s s  w e  w o u l d  i n c l u d c  h u m a n  c n v i r o n m c n t ,
resourct]s, economics, and selectcd formativc cultural charractcristics. is trulv
the handmaidcn of missions, even as historv mav bc said to havc scrvei
prophecr.

whilc we readilv ercknorvlcdgc that a pcrson is more than thc sum of hercditv
and cnvinrnmcnt, wc rvould iffirm that in noticcablc wavs, a pcrson's gc:og-
raphv alfccts his rtr hcr basic rcsponses to naturc, to othcrs, to expcrience., and
to such criscs as mav arisc.

As onc rvh'str-rdied world gcographv during high scho.l davs, I am grateful
f  or thc parcntal choices and divine providencc that sent mc t<j schools wherc I
gained an awarcncss of thc varietv of rcsourccs and diffcrins environmc-nts
hurrrrtnitr  hrts t 'xpericncr'd. Such a stu(lv hclpcd rnc ro bccom*t '  famil iar with
r 'n t i l ' onmr 'n tu l  t l i l l t ' r ' t ' n t ' r . ' s ,  rh t ' t r r 'a l i v r ' \ va \s  in  wh i t 'h  humans have sough l  t t - r
mastcr thern, and the result ing cultural cvolut ion that st_rcict ics have cxpe-
ricnced. Thc studv of geographv also lnotivatcd me to stretch mv imagination
and asp i r l r l i t . rns  bc lond th t ' l i n r i t s  o [  the  ru ra l  c i l l  i n  eas l - t t ' n t ra l  Cuba whcrc  I
was Dorn.

With thc aid of an cxpanded vocabularv and somc historv, this knowledgc has
facilitatcd rnv pilgrimagcs through lands as varicd as Great Britain, Nigcria,
lndia, :rnd thc Andcan heights of Bol ivia and Pcru.

Tb hclp out 'studcnts rccognizc thcir widcr cnvironment is to free thcm from
thc priscln o[ at narrott ' rd vi i ion and distortcd sclf-awarencss or understandinc.
It is 1o placc thcm at thc convcrgcncc of a variegatcd nattural tapcstr-v whosi.
cnrir 'hing thrcads providr '  the hasis for a [ul l t .r '  apprct. ial ion-c.r 'cn r 'njovmcnt-
of lifc and societv.

Human beings' capacitv to extend thcmselvcs, to explorc, to creartc, to achieve,
and to bc herclic bccomc a part of our enlargcd sensibilitv when u,c recognizc
rvhat various groups irave had to facc in their cnvironmcnt, and how thcv have
uscd thcir ingenuitv to improve their living space, health, tools, and qualitv of
life. Cclnr"crselv, rvc can more readilv rccognize how shorlsightcd is a view of life
that u'ould exploit nature for purc human aggrandizemcnt. Effects of environ-
mental policics-smog, red tidcs, oil spills, atomic seepagc-dramaticallv remind
us of this principlc again and again.

As a church wc nced a global mission. We need to becomc increasinglv aware
clf thc nced ft-rr geographical as well as language studies. our mission mandates
a grcatcr saturation oi Seventh-dav Adventist consciousness, especiallv among
societies that tend to focus on thc past. As the men of Issachar'r""." u*u." oT
their times, so rve todar must becomc progressivelv more scnsitive to the shared
nccds and challenges of major metropolitan areas of the world, be thev in the
der,eloped, developing, or so-called "third 

world.""Into 
all the rvorld" bids us to become more geographicallv aware of our

neighbors, so that we mav u'itness tcl them in a r,r'av that will enhance their abilitv
to rcspond to and profi t  from this world-rvide truth.
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