
n recent vears thc publ ic media
h a v e  f e a t u r e d  a  p l e t h o r a  o f
horror stories describins Amer-
i c a n s '  l a c k  o l  g t ' o g r a p h i c a l
knorvledgc. Unl ' , ' - ,r iunitel i ,  thc
media is simplv rcflecting thc

f indings mcasurcd br" numcrous uni-

The l{eelected
Discipline

By Robert G. Pierson

revealed that Americans 18 to 24 vears troleum, onlv 25 percent of the Ameri-
<-rld scored lorver than all thcir coun- cans surveved could locate this impor-
terparls in the nine-nation sun'ev. The tant bodv of r.vater on a map. The ner,l,s
studv u'as the most e.xtensive o[ its media have spotlighted the struggle in
kind ever. taken,^testing the geograph- Nicaragua almost-dailv ovcr th"J-past
ical knou'le'dge of 10,280 adults in can- ferv vJars. yet some 45 perceni of
ada, France, Italv, Japan, Mexico, Americans could not locaie. central
Srveden, Great Britain, the Unite.d America on a map, and .nlv about
States, and wcst Germanv. out of a one-third kneu' rvhere Vietnam r.r,as.:
p< . r ss ib le  sc t . r r c  o [  16 ,  Amer i cans  i n
general averaged 8.6, but 18- to 24- Lack of Knowledge at
vear-olds averaged onlv 6.9.r University Level
^ Despite the fact that the united During the past several vears, uni-
States relies heavih' on the Persian versitv tests have revealed the same
Gulf for a significant porlion of its pe- tragic deficiencl. Trpical releases

vers i t ies and geographical  organiza-
tions across the countrv. Gcographv
has been largclv neglected in Ameri-
ca's educational svstem-rvith alarm-
ing results.

A  1988  su rvev  gene ra ted  bv  t he
National Geographic Socictv and con-
d u c t e d  b r  t h c  G a l l u p  O r g a n i z a r i o n
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based on these tests read as follows:"In one major universit l, test, fewer
than hal f  o f  1,875 students knew that
Alaska and Texas rvere the larsest
states in  the U.S."

"Fewer than 25% of  the students
tested could name a sinsle African
nal ion south t - r [  the Sahara.""One <-rf everv five l2-vear-olds in
North Dakota incorrect l i  ident i f ied
Braz i l  as  t hc  Un i t ed  S ta tes  on  a  wo r l d
maD."

"t)ne of everv three freshmen at a
California universitv could not locatc
France on a rvorld map; 75% could not
locatc El Salvador: and 47% could not
find Japan."3

Thcsc sarnplings represent a nation-
rvide problcm, rathcr than a condcm-
n a t i o n  o f  a n v  s p c c i f i c  s t a t c  o r
inst i tu t ion.

Deficiencies in SDA Awareness
Thc sarnc problcm is also apparent

among Amer icarn Advcnt is ts .  Dur ing
thc past  20 vears,  I  havc observed
univcrs i tv  s tudents f rom al l  or ,er  thc
Uni t t :d  Statcs d isp lav thc i r  larck of
k n o r v l c d g c  a b o u t  o t h c r  l a n d s  a n d
pcoplcs. One sidervalk cxchange rvent
as follorvs:

Arrter i t 'un:  
"Wlterc 

ure \ , ( )u l ront?"
Au.\ t ru l iu l t ;  

"1 ' t r t  
l ront  cfu;rn under in

A trst ralia. 
"

Arr ter icun;  
"  

Hov ktng hat ,e wul  heen l tere
in t l te Urt i ted Sta1es2"

Atstra l ian:  
"Seycral  

r leaf ts.  
"

Arrtaricarr: 
"My, 

htrt vott't'c lettrned Engli-sh
q t t i c kb ! "

On  ano thc r  occas ion  one  o f  mv
Or ien ta l  s t udcn t s  r vas  askcd  whc rc  hc
came  f r om.  Whcn  hc  r cp l i cd ,  

"S inga -

porc," thc response rvas, 
"What part of

Ch ina  is  tha t?"
For  c losc  to  l -5  vears ,  I  gavc  mv

f  r t ' s h r n a n  . l r r s s . ' t  , , n  u n a n n . - . - r u n a " . [
n ' rap  qu iz  o f  the  Un i tcd  Sta tes .  The
onlv requircrncnt \ \ 'as to name thc 50
s ta tes .  On thc  avcragc ,  s tudcnts  rvou ld
nanrc  20  to  25  s ta tcs .  Knor .v ing  on lv  l0
s ta tes  was no t  uncommon,  ; rnd  thc  a l l -
t imc lclrv was two statcs.

The above sampl ings  do  no l  rcpre-
sent  a  lack  o f  ab i l i t v  amonE Advent is t
v o u t h ,  h L r t  l a t h c r  i h a t  t h . J s r  s t c m  o f
t ' d u t a t i o n  h a s  f a i l c d  t h e m .  W h c n
g ivcn  the  oppor tun i tv  to  s tudv  geog-
raphr ' ,  Amer icans- inc lud ing  Advent -
ists-do as rvel l  as anvone.

A Paradox
The status of geographv in the

United States is strangeh' paradoxical.
On the one hand, American geograph-
ical journals and organizations are
some of the most respected in the
rvo r l d .  U .S .  ca r tog raphe rs  emp lo l '
some  o f  t he  rnos t  ad r . ' anced  and
sophisticated techniques found anv-

where, and information about planet
Earth is disseminated bv one of the
wor ld 's  most  h ighlv  developed svs-
tems of  mass communicat ion.  In  1986,
this mass communication included
3,969 licensed FM radio stations, 1,272
educational FM stations, and 4,887
licensed AM radio stations with 478
mill ion existing radio receivers,a as
well as 1,342 television stations and
1,645 newspapers.s

In soi te of  a l l  th is  communicat ion
capaciiv, a varietv of recent surveys
and polls, such as the one listed above,
reveal an alarming lack of geograph-
ical information bv manv Americans.
Horv could this paradoxical situation
develop in an cnlightencd pro-edu-
cationarl mil icu such as exists in the
United States?

Why the Decline?
Andrerv McNallv III, chairman of

thc board of  Rand McNal lv  and Com-

Geography has been
largely neglected in
America's educa-

tional system-with
alarming results.

panv,  and thc  g rca t -g randson o l '  the
c o m p a n \ , ' s  c o f o u n d e r ,  A n d r e r , r ,
McNal lv ,  assesscd thc  p rob lcm in  an
insightful art iclc publ ishcd in The Pro-
f essional Gectgrapher.6 Hc citcs scvcral
f r c q u e n t l v  s t a t e d  f c a s o n s  f o r  t h c
dccl inc of geographr' .  Thcsc includc:

l .  Thc disappearance of gcographv
as  a  d isc ip l inc ,  resu l t ing  f rom thc
blcnding of gcographv r.vi th thc social
s tud ics .

2 .  T h c  f a i l u r e  o f  A m c r i c a n s  t < - r
real ize thc importance of geographv
due t<,r their isolat ion from much of the
rvorld and their lack of direct contact
w i th  peop les  o f  o thcr  cu l tu res  and
tradit ions.

3. The concept that geography is a
tough subject and therefore avoidcd
bv  many Amer icans .

McNallv correctlv questions each of
the above assumptions and proceeds
to pinpoint a signif icant port ion of the
problem. He places the responsibi l i t l '
for the lack of geographv education
squarelt '  in the hands of profcssional
geograpners.

In his art icle McNallv points <.rut the
need lo r  Amer ican geographers  to  be
more assert ive in sel l ing their disci-
pl ine both in the classroom and to the
public in general.

Recommendations
More specificallv, in order to get

the i r  message  ac ross ,  geog raphe rs
need to emphasize three things:

l �  T h c y  n e e d  t o  p l a c e  g r e a t e r
emphasis on teaching and recruiting
undergraduates for continued studv
on thc graduate level. The profession
nceds the best oossible teachers at all
l e ve l s .

2. Thev need t<-r train their geog-
raphy graduatcs in thc art of teach-
ing geography. I t  is not enough t<r
s imp lv  convev  thc  techn ica l  in fo rma-
t ion and hooe for thc best.

3. Gcographv necds to bc ski l l ful lv
integrated into the curr icula at both
primarv and sccondarv levcls.T

Unf<-rrtunatclv, the situation mav
be evcn less  hopefu l  fo r  thc  fu tu re .
V e r v  f e w  p r i m a r v  a n d  s e c o n d a r v
teachcrs  a re  adequate lv  t ra ined in
g c o g r a p h v .  A d m i n i s t r a t c l r s  c h a r g c d
with the rcsponsibi l i t r , '  o{ '  drawing up
the  cur r i cu la  a lso  usua l lv  lack  a  back-
g r o u n d  i n  g c o g r a p h r .  C o m p o u n d i n g
thc  orob le  rn  i s  thc  fac t  tha t  Amcr ican
Adve ntist educ:rt ion on thc tcrt i :rrv
lcve l  i s  la rg t 'h  l i r ck ing  in  gcographv .
O n l v  o n c  A d v c n t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f
highcr cducation in North Arncrica
o f fe rs  as  n tuch  as  a  minor  in  g ,eog-
raohv .  Thc  o thers  havc  on l l '  a  smat -
t r . ' r ing  o f  (o l l rscs ,  som. '  o l  wh i t  h  a r  t '
taught  bv  tcachers  f rom o thcr  d isc i -
p l incs .  I t  rv i l l  bc  imposs ib lc  to  b reak
thc  cvc lc  o f  gcograph ica l  dc f i c icncv
unless adcquatc gcclgraphv is univer-
sa l l v  requ i rcd  bv  Advcnt is t  teachcr
cducation pr()grams. Inclusion of gcog-
raphv as a rcquircd sub.jcct in thc
Gcncral Educaticln packagc ol each
Advent is t  co l l cgc  and un ivcrs i tv  i s  a
must. Pl imarv : lnd sccondarv tczrchcrs
wi th  l i t t l c  o r  no  gcograph ica l  t ra in ing
on the  K-12 lcvc l  nccd  morc  than onc
col lcgc coursc to preparc thcrn to
teach geographv. Tcacher education
courscs in gcographv should be taught
by a professional lv traincd instructor
who can insoire thc class rvith thc
importance : ind rclevancc of gcog-
raphy.

Geography for Teachers
In the United States, ge<-rgraphv has

not received adequate attention at
s rades  K-12 fo r  much o f  th is  ccn turv .
lcachers who have ncvcr bcen trained
in geographv understandably have a
d i f f i cu l t  t ime convcv ing  i t s  impor -
tance and relevance to their students.
Furthermore, administrators who lack
a knowledge of geographv are poorl l '
equipped to assess i ts value in the edu-
c a t i o n a l  s v s t e m .  T h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e
situation has perpetuated i tself  for
manv decades.

However, as America f inds i tself  in a
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wor ld  shrunken bv  cxpand ing  t rans_
portat ion tcchnologv arid rapid ccrnr-
m u n i c a t i o n ,  i t  i s  f a c c d  r r , , i t h  t h e
d i l c r n m a  o f  " f i n d i n g  

i t s t , l f  
"  

i n  t  h t ,
rvor ld .  Th t '  kc r  p rob l r 'n r  norv  i s  hou,  l r r
b r t 'ak  thc  gcogr r rphr  de l i t . i cncv  c r t . l r , .
Adequat t ' l v  t ra ine t l  l t ' uehr . r .s  u l .e  no l
be in .g  p ruduc t .d  in  s ign i f i t .anr  quar r t i -
l l cs  b ( ' cAusc  th t ' s r  s lcnr  h l rs  r ro t  l {cn( , r -
a t t 'd  l  rnark r . t  lo r l  thc r r r .

In  count r ies  rvhcrc  cducat ion  is  the
rcspons ib i l i t v  o f  thc  ccn t r i t l  sovcrn_
n l e n l ,  g r ' o p r i l p h \  h a s  g r , n t , r . l r l l r
t ' n jo r t 'd  a  l r . cogn izcd  pos i t ion  in  lhc
educer t iona l  svs tcm.  Probab l r ,  fo r  th is
re ason gct-rgrirphr \ \  i . rs nL.\ t ' r .  iost in tht,
qu icksands o f  soc ia l  s tud ics  : rs  i t  rvas
in  the  Un i ted  Sta tcs .

Emphasizing l ts lmportance
In  the  Un i tcd  Sta tes  and o ther  coun_

t r i cs  rvhere  cducat ion  is  dcccnt ra l i zcd .
th t ' r ' c  i s  no  (cn t ra l  au th( ) l . i t v  to  c lcc r .c r i
th t '  in rpor lanc t '  o f  g t 'ogr . l rphr  anc l  t t_ r
re ins ta te  i t  in  the  cur r i cu la  na t ionwidc
at  bo th  thc  p r in ta rv  and sccondarv
lcvc ls  o f  cducat ion .

In recent vears, horvever, American
t h o u g h t  l e a d e r s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
impor tancr '  t - r f  gcographr ,  ha ,  "  ia l l i cd
t o  d r a w  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  a i l e n t i o n  t o  t h i s
deficiencv. Example.s oi this are the
N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  S o c i e t v  a n d
n u m e r o u s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h c
countrv. Former Prcsident Reasan
e v c n  d c c l a r e d  N o r e m b u .  l 5  r o  ) 1 ,
1987,  as  thc  l i r s t  Gcographr  Arvar r , -
ness Week.8

In 1989 Geographv Arvareness Week
was schedu led  fo r  November  l2 - lg
with the theme: "Geographv: 

Kev to
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Our  Env i rc lnmcnt . "e  In  a  decent ra l -
i z c d  c d u c a t i o n a l  c n r . , i r o n n - r c n t ,  t h  i s
k ind  o f  na t iona l  a \varcncss  progr i lm ls
necdcd to hclp solve the pr.obl i , in.

W i t h i n  t h t '  A d l r . n t i s t  t ' d u t . a l i o n u l
svs tcn t  in  t l rc  Un i tec l  S ta tcs ,  one f inc ls
thc .sanrc . lack  o f  gcographv  as  in  thc
nat lon  a t  la |gc .

Geography and Church Mission

.  Unfor tunatch ,  gcographv  has  bccn
Ins t  s igh t  o f  in  Advcnt is t  cduca l ion . r r l
Ferv  o t l rc r  sub jcc ts  a re  as  gcrn lanc
l u r r c l  t c n l l l r l  l o  l h t ' r n r ' s s l r e c  i n . l  t n i s -
s i c r r r  o l  t h r '  S e  r  r ' r r l h - r l r r r l  A d l t , n t i s t
Chu|c  h .  Th is  t . t ,n r  r .u l i l r  i s  t , rn Icss t ,c l
b e a u t i l u l l r  l r r r d  s u . . . i r r . l l l r  i n  t h t , h o o k
Edt r< t t t io t t ;  " l t  

i s  l r r .qu l i in t l r r r r . . ,  tha t
i r r v a k e  r r s  s r  r r r p a t l r r ,  l r n d  s r  r r r p a t h r  i s
I  hc  sp l ing  o l  r . ' f  [ t ' c ' t i r  r '  r r r in is t r . r .  To
a r v r r k c n  i n  t h . . . . h i l t l r . . ' n  i t n d  r o u l h
: i \  n rpa th \  u r rd  th t ' sp i r . i t  o l  s l r t ' r i f i , . ' t ,  lo r
the  su f fc r ing  n t i l l i t - rns  in  the  ' rcs ions

bcr  ond, '  l r . l  th r , rn  be . .onre  u . . , . luu in tc . l
n i t h  t h c s c  l a n . l s  a n d  t h e i r  p c o p l c s .  I n
th is  l inc  much might  be  acc io rnp l i shcd
i n  o u r  s r ' h o o l s . " r l

One o f  thc  kev  func t ions  o f  gcog-
g r a p h l  i s  t o  a c q u a i r r t  t h e  s t u d c n i  u  i i h
a knorvledge of other lands and pec,r-
p l c s .  W h o  c a n  d o  t h i s  b c l t c r  t h a n  a
Seventh-dav  Advent is t  teacher  rvho
c o m b i n e s  t h c  p r o f c s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g
r v i t h  a  d c e p  e o n r n r i t m c n t  t o  C h r i s t i a n
service around the u'orld? Tlte Jotrrnal
of Adventist Education editors and
authors  hopc  tha t  th is  i ssue,  devoted
largeh' to gcographr' ,  rvi l l  highl ight the
ne'ecl tor geographr, education among
Advent is ts .  Educat iona l  leadcrs  in  th i
church rvould do t,cl l  to ponder the

academic  and f inanc ia l  s isn i f i cance o f
a  chur r 'h  r 'ons l i tuenr . r  lu l l r  awakencd
l u r t d  s r  n r p a t h c t i c  t o  t l r r . n r ' r ' c l s  a l  h o m c
and in  thc  reg ions  bcvond.  D

Robert G. Piersort ltolds a plt.D. in Claog_
rupltv, artd luts taugltt tlte subjct.t fi.tr
a l r r tost  30 _t 'ears i r t  the Lln i ted Statas ur t t l
Al r icu.  t le t 'us r tnt i l  sct ,eral  teurs ago
( ' l t , t i n t r t t t t  t t l  t l t t  (  ) t t t y rup l r \  D t . pd r t i l t t . t t t  t t l
A r r r l r r ' r l s  I  l r i  l r , r ' s i t r ' ,  B r r r i r t t  , sp r i t t y : .  . l 4 i t . l t -
igan. Sirtt'e tgBt his ,esprntsilrili i i"., har,"
a lso int ' l ru lecl  Deatt  o l  t l te Div is ior t  o l  E.r ten-
.s io rt, A | | i I iu t iort, u r ul A d u I t Etl u t ttt io n / R e g_
i .st r t t r  o l  t l te t r r t ivers i t r ' ,  und Assot . iate Deir t
of  t l te Col lege ol  Arts at t t l  Sciences there.  He
i .s t ' t r r rer t I ly  Presidert t  Elet . t ,  At lyetr t i .s t  I l r t i_
vers i t t '  of  Cetr t ra l  Af  r icu,  Rwundu, Central
Alr i t 'a .  f l is  advice,  coo1terat ion,  und enthtr-
.s l r r .srr r  n 'cre of  invul tnble us.s is lunt 'e in lhe
prepurut ior t  of  t l t is  issue ol  t l te IOLIRNAL.
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