
THE YEAR OF THE
ADVENTIST TEACHER
,,V SANIA CATARINA,

BRAZIL
By Anlsio R. Chagas

The Year of the Adventist Teacher
has been highl ighted bv manv events
in  the  Santa  Catar ina  Confc r r ,nce  in
Brazi l .  Among these arc the dcdication
of  the  gvmnas ium,  chape l ,  labora torv ,
and l ibrarv at the D. Pedro II  Advcntist
Schoo l ,  on  Scptember  l ,  1989.

On Sabbath, September 2, the gvnr
rvas packcd. Tcachcrs, parenrs, con-
s t i t u c n t s ,  a n d  c i r  i l  a n d  c t . r . l c s i a s t i c a l
au thor i t i cs  wcrc  p rcscn t  fo r  tha t  spe-
c i a l  o c c a s i o n .  L u i z  H e  n l i q u e  d a  S i l
vc i ra ,  fedcra l  congrcssman and fo r . -
mer  governmenta l  m in is te r  o l '  sc icnce
and technologv, offcrcd high com-
m c n d a t i o n s  o l  l h r '  A d v c r r t i s i  r ' d u c a -
t ional work in Brazi l .

V ic to r  Gr i f l i ths ,  assoc ia te  d i rcc tc l r
of the Gener-al Cclnlcrcncc Education
D c p a r t m e  n t ,  p r e  a c l ' r c d  o n  S a b b a t h
morning. The tcachers werc arvardcd
t roph ie  s  and c i ta t ions  o f  honor  in
apprcc ia r t ion  fo r  thc i r  con t r ibu t ion  to
Chr is t ian  cducat ion .

Thcre  are  22  e lc rncr r la r r ,  schoo ls  in
Santa  Catar ina  u , i th  an  cnro l l rnent  o [ '
3 ,000 s tudcnts .  About  160 tcachers
and o thcr  cmplovccs  par t i c ipa tc  in  the
cntc rpr isc  c l f  SDA cducat ion  in  th is
a r e a .  D c s p i t c  t h c  I i n a n c i a i l  c r i s i s
caused bv  the  inc rcas ing  in f la t i c ln  ra te ,
educat ion  has  cont inued to  f ' l our ish .
Josc  Pau lo  Mar t in i ,  cducat ion  c l i rcc to r .
fo r  thc  Santa  Catar ina  Confercnce,  an
cnthus ias t ic  voung leadcr ,  has  g ivcn
outs land ing  lcad t ' r ' sh ip .  Mur .h  sJhoo l
construction and rcntodcl ing are tak-
i n g  p l l c c  i n  l h c  l o t ' l l  f i c l d .  T h t '
t cachers  a re  en thus ias t ic  and h ieh lv
m(- ) t i va lcd .

Ncvi l  Gorski,  cducation cl irector of
the South American Division, rvi th the
union dircctors of education, camc to
Joinvi l le for the dedication. The event
was covered bv radio and television
networks. On Sabbath alternclon the
Reencontro Quartet prcsented The
Prod i  gul So,? ( 'ant al a.

T h e  A d v e n t i s t  s c h o o l s  i n  S a n t a
Catarina perform an cxccl lent evangc-
l i s t i c  work  among non-Advcnt is t  p i r -
c n t s  r v h o  h a v e  c h o s e n  A d r c n t i s t
schoo ls  when enro l l ing  the i r  ch i ld ren .
Many of these parents have become
friends of the Adventisr messase.

Anisio R. Chagas is Director ot' the
Departnlent ol Conununication and Relip-
iorts Libertt ,  Santu Cutarinu Conlerett i ,
Florianopolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil.
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Front view of new gymnasium at
Sanla Catarina. Brazil.

ti.'- .rt*

D. Pedro Adventist Schoot in Joinvil le.

W

and technology, addressed the crowd at the inauguration.

Santa Catarina SDA teachers were honored at the dedication.



I NEWS NOTES T
Denomination Launches l tajor
Effort to Attain Ercellence
in Schools

In a bold move to increase the excel-
l e n c e  o f  i t s  k i n d e r g a r d e n  t h r o u g h
un ivers i tv  schoo l  svs tem,  the  Seventh-
dav Adventist Church has embarkccl
on Project Aff irmation, a thrcc-r 'ei ir
e f f o r t  t o  t u r n  t h e  m c m b c r s ' g t a s s r u o l s
vision into educational change."Adventists 

have alr.r , 'avs becn com-
mi t l cd  t t - r  educ l r t ion , "  sa \ \  Dr .  Tom
Smith, projcct coordinator. "Wc 

r.r 'ant
to make sure that thcv have gt-rod rca-
son to  s tav  contn t i t t cd  to  Adyent is t
cducat ion . "

Pro jcc t  A f f i rmat ion  a ims to  addrcss
the  scr ious  rca l i t ies  fa rc ing  Advcnt is t
cducation tociar ' .  Arnons thcse are dc-
c l in ing  en lo l l r r ien ts ,  in ( : r 'eas in€ l  ( 'os ts ,
c o m p e  t i t i o n  I  r o m  n o n - A d v c n t i s t
schools, and rvh:rt  appears to bc a sig-
nif icant erosion of moral values and
faith conrmitrnent in studcnts, pi ire nts,
and socie tv. Through i ts rvork, thc
d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s  N t - r r t h  A m c r i c a n
boards  o [  educat ion ,  K-12  and h iehcr
r ' d u c a l i o n ,  h o p r ' l o  s c l  i n  n r o t i o n  ,  p t . r , . -
css  o l '  p lanncd change in  thc  schoo ls
t h a t  r v i l l  c o n t i n u c  i n t o  t h c  2 l s t
ccn turv .

F o u r  t a s k  f o r c c s  a r e  c u r r e n t l r ,
assigncd to rvork on kev alcas ol '
concern :

.  A c a d c n ' r i c  q u a l i t v  a n d  v a l u c d
c d u t  a l o r s .  E r n t a  L . , . . ,  l r s s o c i l r t t '  r l i r e  t .
to r  o f  cducat ion  fo r - t l ' re  Nor th  Pac i f i c

Union, is chairman. Vice chairman is
Larrv Geratv, president of Atlantic
LInion College.

r Values, faith. and commitment.
Bai lev Gil lespie, professor of thcologv
and Chr is t ian  persona l i t v  a t  Loma

Continuecl on page 17

Church Undertakes Landmark
Study on Youth Faith
Development

In  thc  la rges t  s tudv  o f  i t s  k ind  cvcr
donc  among thc  vouth  o f  anv  dcnomi -
na t ion  in  Nor th  Antc r ica ,  the  Scvcnth-
dav  Advent is t  Church  is  ask ing  i t s  ado-
les t ' t ' r t t s  what  l t ' ads  lhem lo  a lc r 'n t  o r '
r t ' j c c l  r t ' l i g i o u s  | : r i t h .

Bccausc voung pc<-rplc arc bcing
s tud icd  in  contcx t ,  i t  w i l l  bc  poss ib lc  t r - r
i d e n t i f r  n h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  f a n r i l r ,
church, and schocl l  that cncourages
f  a i th ,  accord ing  to  V .  Ba i l cv  G i l l csp ic ,
cha i r rnan o l ' the  pro jcc t  tcam.

Thc sur-r 'cv rvas cicsigncd to cncom-
pass  ncr t r ' l r '  20 ,000 pr ' i sons-s tudcnts
i n  g l l r d e :  o -  l 2  u n d  l h t ' i r  p l l r ' r r t s ,  p l r s -
t o r s ,  t c a c h e r s ,  : r n c l  p r i n c i p a l s  r v h c r
wcrc  survcvcd in  la tc  Scptcn ' rber  and
car lv  October .  Thc  samplc  inc luded
a p p r o x i m a t c l v  2 0  p c r c c n t  o f  a l l
Advcn l i s t  . jun io r  h igh  z rnd  h igh  schoo l
s l u r l r ' n l s  i n  N o l t h  A r l r . r ' i t  t r .

E a c h  p a l t i c i p n n t  u ' a s  a s k c c l  t c r
rcspond to  -100 to ;100 qucs t ions  dur ing
lhc  90- rn inu tc  surve \ ' .  Th is  rv i l l  e ive
t ( ' sL ' t l r ' (  h ( ' r ' s  l i t . ' ra l l r  m i l l i ons  o l  Ja l l r

$s
w
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At a Dallas meeting early in 1989, representatives (seated) lrom North American
unions and conterences receive lacilitator training to enable them to assist in Project
Affirmation. Standing, lefl to right: Tom Smith, Project Atfirmation coordinator;
Merton Strommen and Shelby Andress, SEARCH Institute consultants for Project
Affirmation.

bits for analvsis.
Known as Valuegenesis, the survey

is a kev part of Project Aff irmation,
the denomination's three-year effort
to move i ts 78,000-student school svs-
tcm in  Nor l  h  Amcr ica  toward  s r *a te t
exce l lence.

Valuegenesis probcs eight key areas
in i ts search for the roots of faith:

o Mattcrs of faith, such as faith
oricntat ion, rel igious background, and
rel igious behavior

o  C h u r c h  i n v o l v c m e n t .  a t t i t u d e s .
and commi tmcnts

o Advcntist practice and standards-
hor.v thcv arc vicwcd, taught, and
cnforccd

o  S c h o o l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  c l i m a t t e .
and progranrs

o  Fanr i l v  comntun ica t ion ,  rc l ig i< tus
prac t iccs ,  and parcn t ing  dvnamics

o What pcoplc fcel nccds to bc
done to  s t rcngthcn thc  Advcnt is t  cc iu -
ca t iona l  svs tem

o Whart pcoplc want to sce in voung
p e o p l e - a c h i e v c m c n t ,  p r o s o c i a l  b e -
havior, n'roral clccisions, church com-
mi lmr . 'n t ,  l i l c -s t r  l r '  cho ic t ' s .

Us ing  thc  survcv  f ind ings ,  mcmbcrs
of thc Proiect Aff irmation task fclrce
on va lues .  fe r i th .  and commi tmcnt  w i l l
d c v c l o p  m a t c r i a l s  a n d  p r o g r a m s
ii inrcd at:

o  rcncwing  in tc rcs t  in  thc  fa i th
dr ' r ' r ' l opn te  n l  o l  Adr  t 'n t i ( t  ado l t ' sc r 'n ts

o  n ' r a k i n g  s c h o c l l s  a n d  c h u r c h
g r o u p s  m o r c  c f ' f c c t i v e  i n  n u l l u r i n g
faith

o  h e l p i n g  p a r c n t s  c o m m u n i c a t c
f a i t h ,  v a l u c s ,  a n d  l i f e - s t v l c  m o r c
produc t ivc lv

o  inc reas ing  vouth  commi tment  tc r
l h t '  c h u r c h  a n d  i t s  m i s s i o n .

"Y<-ruth 
n-r inistr ics has too oftcn been

creatcd  in  a  vacuum o f  in fo rmat ion-
a shot in the dark," savs Gil lcspie. 

"This

survev rvi l l  
' turn 

on thc l ights. '  
"

Thc Valuegencsis Survev was dc-
signed and conducted rvith the aid of
the Scarch Inst i tute, based in Minne-
apolis. Search has previouslv con-
duc ted  manv pro jec ts  dea l ing  w i th
fa i th  deve lopment  in  a  number  o f
denom inati<-rnal contexts.

P e t e r  L .  B e n s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f
Search, is primarv investigator in the
Valuegenesis Survey. V. Bai ley Gil les-
p ie ,  t - ' l  Loma L inda Un ivers i t r ,  and
Steven Case, minister of vouth at the
Carmichael, Cali fornia SDA church,
are coinvestigators.-North American
Division Nervs Release, October 6,
1989. tr
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