
THE, DYNAMICS
OF E,DI]CATIONAL

A Lesson From Adventist History
BY GEORGE R.  KNIGHT

oncerning church
s c h o o l s , "  s u m -
m a r i z e d  C .  C .
Lcwis  in  1888,  " i t

was  the  unan im-
ous  op in ion  tha t

grca t  care  shou ld  bc  cxcr -
cised in start ing out. A p<.ror
S r ' v t ' n  t  h  -  d  r r v  A d  v t ' n  I  i s t
schoo l  wou ld  bc  about  thc
poorest thing in thc r,r 'or ld."
This statcmcnt was part o[
Lerv is ' rcpor t  to  thc  church
of thc f irst Adventist tcach-
c rs '  cun \ ' ( 'n t ion .  Advr 'n t i s ls ,
he pointcd out, wcrc not wi l l -
i n g  t o  s u p p o r l  C h r i s t i : r n
s c h o o l s  r v i t h  c i t h c r  t h e i r
svmpath ics  o r  the i r  n teans . r
Thc  r ' sscnce r  r l '  t  h r '  Adr  cn l i s t
a t t i t u d c  t c l r v a r d  C h r i s t i a n
cducat ion  44  vcars  a f te r  thc
Grcat Disappointmcnt can
bc captured in trvo words-
caulion and, upatht.

T o  A d v t ' n t i s t s  l i v i n g  i n
|  9 9 0 ,  i t  m a v  s e  e  m  t h a t
Christian education has been central to thcir church
from its inception. Hclwever, that is far from the truth.
Formal cducation, in fact, was the last major institutional
development rvithin thc denomination. lt was preceded
bv the cstabl ishment  of  the publ ish ing rvork in  1849,  cen-
tralized church organization in 1863, and the health-care
program in 1866. Bv r.vav of contrast, the Adventist
Church establishcd its f irst school in l872 and did not
have an extensivc e lementarv svstem unt i l  near lv  1900.
dcspi tc  thc lact  that  as ear lv  as l88l  the Gcneral  C<-rnfer-
ence had recommended th i  widespread establ ishment  of
schools.2

In 1 890 the Seventh-dav Adventist Church had six ele-
mentarv schools, f ive secondarv schools, and two institu-
tions that presumptuouslv bore the name "college." On
the other  hand,  bv 1900 thc church could l is t  220 e lemen-
tarv schools and a rvorldwidc system composed of 25
secondarv schools and colleges. That this shift in educa-
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A continuing burst of growth in Adventist schools began in the 1890s.
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t ional thinkins was not a
temporary fad is indicatcd
by Figure 1.

Thc change in Adventist
attitudcs toward education
in the I 890s did not reverse
i t s ( ' l f .  Bv  1930  l hc  dcnomi -
nation was sponsoring 1,977
elementary schools and 201
highcr  schools.  In  1988 the
chu rch  had  a  wo r l dw ide
svstem of  4,301 e lemcntarv
s c h o o l s , 7 7 5  s c c o n d a r v
schools, and 83 colleges and
univcrsit ics.

With these facts in mind,
we are lcd t<-r inouire into the
rcasons for the transforma-
tion o[ the church's educa-
tional mentality in the 1890s.
Twcl major answers were
dcvcloping in  the la te 1880s.

Spiritual Revival
The first stimulus flowed

o u t  o f  t h e  1 8 8 8  G e n e r a l
Conference session, with its

cmphasis on the centrality of salvation through faith in
Jesus. Even th<lugh the "new" emphasis was largely
rejected by the leaders attending the session, it was des-
tined f<-rr wide acceptance in the early 1890s due to the
teaching and preaching of A. T. Jones, E. J. Waggoner,
and Ellen White. These leaders preached and tausht in
the la te 1880s and ear ly  l89bs at  camp m"" t ingt ,
workers' gatherings, and in local churches across the
United States.s

Of greatest importance for the future of Adventist
education. however. were the ministerial institutes held
during the post-1888 winters, under the direction of W.
W. Prescott, leader of the General Conference educa-
tional work. These institutes were aimed especially at
enlightening the denomination's clergy about the central-
itv of righteousness by faith to Adventism's teaching and
mission.a

Early in 1891 Prescott decided to provide a similar
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inst i tute for Adventist educators. This
crucial mccting took placc in Harbor
Springs, Michigan, during Julv and
August  1891.  W.  C.  Whi tc  dcscr ibed
thc  mcct ings  in  tc rms o l  sp i r i tua l  rcv i -
v a l ,  s t l e s s i r r g  t h e  t . m p h t r s i s  ( ) l l  s p o n -
t a n c c l u s  p e r s o n a l  t c s t i n ' r o n i c s .  H e
noted that cach dav bcean rvith A. T.
Jone s 's  c rpos i l io r rs  o [  

- lh r '  
hook  o l

Romans.  Mrs .  Whi tc  a lsc l  spokc  on
such lop i r ' s  as  lh r .n t ' r 'ess i t r  o l  a  p t ' r . -
s o n a l  r c l a t i o n s h i p  r v i t h  ( ' h r . i s t ,  

' t h c

nced fo r  a  sp i r i tua l  rcv iva l  among thc
cducators  a t l r 'nd ing  th r ,  conr  e  n - t i . rn ,
and thc  ccn t ra l i t v  o f  thc  Chr is t ian
mcssag('  l ()  t 'd uclr l  ion..

Prescot t  p roc la imed to  thc  1893
General Confercncc scssion that Har-
bor  Spr ings  had marked thc  tu rn ing
po in t  in  Advcnt is t  cdur .a t i t . rn .  "Whi l i '

the gcneral purposc up to that t imc,"
he  c la imcd,  "has  

fs rc l  bcen to  have a
rel igious clcment in our schools, vet
s incc  t  ha t  ins t i l  u te  ,  as  nc \  ( . r  b . . fo r r , ,
our work has been pr( iL' t ical l \ ,  frather
than theoreticalh,]  upon that basis,
shorving i tself  in courses of studv and
plans of rvork as i t  had not Drc-
r  ious lv . " "

-Befrtre Harbor Springs, the teaching
of Bible had held a minor place in
A d v e n t i s t  c d u c a t i o n .  H o w e v c r ,  r h c
convention adopted a recommenda-
t ion cal l ing for four vears of Bible
s t u d r '  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  A d v e n t i s t  c o l -
l e g e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l v ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s
decided that "the 

Bible as a whole

I4  ADVENT ST EDUCAT ON .  APRIL  VAY I99O

Church educational
health is directly

related to spiritual
identity and a selrse

of mission.

shou ld  bc  s tud ied  as  thc  gospe l  o f
Christ front f i rst to last; and in which i t
shou ld  be  r ladc  to  appear  tha t  a l l  the
doctr incs hcld bv Scventh-dav Advcr-rt-
i s l s  u t ' r ' r .  s i n r p l r  t h e  g o s p e  I  o f  C h r i s t
r ightlv unclcrstood."T Thc conventicln
a lso  r -ecommcnc led  thc  tcach ins  o f  h is -
to t ' r '  l ro r r r  lhe  p t ' rspcc t i r  c  o f  th . '  b ib l i ca l
worldvicrv.

Thc Christclcentr ic re vival in the
church's theologv had led to spir i tual
revival in i ts educational program,
accompanied bv a cleare r vision of i ts
purpose. As a direct result,  noted Pres-
cott,  "during 

thc last trvo vears there
has bcen more grorvth in the educa-
t ional rvork than in thc l7 r 'ears
prcced ing  tha l  t ime. " "

E l l e n  W h i t e  s a i l e d  f o r  A u s t r a l i a
three months after the close of the
insti tute. She took rvith her a heieht-
encd arvarcness  o f  thc  poss ib i l i t i r ' i  t - ' f
C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o l  t h e  i m o l i -
cations of the gospel for educati ln.
While in Austral ia she would havc an

uncqua lcd  oppor tun i tv  to  in i luencc
t h e  d c v c l o p n r c n t  o f  t h c  A v o n d a l e
School for Christ ian Workcrs alons
t h e  l i n e s  o l  t h e  p r i n c  i p l t ' s  e  n r r n t . i a t t ' J
at H:.rrbor Springs.

Aus t ra l ia  d ic l  no t  havc  conscrva t t i ve
Advcnt is t  cduc : r to rs  l i kc  thosc  in  the
Unitcd States, r.r 'ho wcrc havine a cl i f-
f i c u l l  t i r n r ' d c c i d i n g  t o  e o m n r i l  l h r ' r r r -
sclvcs rvholcheartcdlv to thc Harbor-
Spr ings  idca l .  Thc  Aus t ra l ian  schoo l ,
wh ich  cmphas izcd  thc  sp i r i tua l  and
h a d  a  s c r v i c c  o r i c n t a t i o n ,  r v o u l d
dcvc lop  in to  a  mode I  schoo l  undcr  the
dircct ion o[ i ts rcforn'r ing founclcrs.e

Out  o f  the  Avonda l t i  t ' x t - r t ' r i cncr ' .
r ,r 'hich can br '  r ' icu,.,d as an r lr t t 'nsion
of Harbor Springs, f lorvcd a constant
s t rcam o f  l c t tc rs  and ar t i c les  on  Chr is -
t ian educart ion front thc pcn of El lcn
White. Thcse rvri t ings, along rvith thc
publication of Christ ian Education in
1893 and Spet: ial  Testi tnonies on Edu-
catictn in 1897, helped guidc the devcl-
opmcnt of exist ing Adventist schools
and gencra ted  a  pcrvas i rc  a \v t rcncss
among Advent is t  leaders  and n tem-
bers of the importancc of Christ ian
eoucauon.

Ellen White's counsel on elc.mentarv
e d u c a l i o n  d u r i n g  t h c  m i d - n i n e t i c s  r v a s
part icularlv important to the spread of
Adventist education. School attend-
a n c e  w a s  r e q u i r e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .
Because of this, she rvrote to W. C.
Whi te  in  Mav 1897:  " In  

th is  counr rv
parents  a re  compel led  tU send the i r



The essence of the
Adventist attitude
toward Christian

education 44 years
after the Great Dis-
appointment can be

captured in two
words-caution and

apathy.

chi ldren to school. Thcrcfore in local i-
t ies where therc is a church, schools
should be establ ished, i t '  there are no
more than sk chi ldren to altend."tt)

Counsel such as this was read bv
r c f o r m c r s  i n  A m r . ' r i t  a ,  i n e  l u d i n g
Edward  Suth t ' r land  and Pcrcv  Mauan- .
who immcdiattelv bcgan to push*for
thc rapid dcveloprnent of an Advent-
ist eleme ntarv svstcm. Years latcr,
Sutherland, who had been convertcd
to thc rclcvancc clf  thc Spir i t  of Prcloh-
c c v  c o u n s e l s  a t  H a r b o r  S p r i n g s ,
rccal led with some cxaggeration that"Magan, 

Miss DeGraw, and mvsclf
[ .sic] practical lv zrt thc end of cvcrv
w c e k  w o u l d  p i c k  u p  a  t r . a ( h c r  a n d  g o
out  and cs tab l i sh  th rcc  schoo ls  bc fore
Mondav morn ing . " t t

Under  thc  l cadcrsh ip  o f  Suthcr land,
Magan, and Ellen Whitc bcforc thc
turn ol '  the ccnturv and Frederick
Griggs aftcrrvard, thc Adventist ele-
m e n t a r y  m t l r v e n t t : n t  c o n t i n u c d  t c r
acceleratc.r2 Thc writ ings arnd per-
s<-rnal inf luence of thcse leadcrs movcd
local congrcgations to cstabl ish an
ever-largcr number of schools.

The c lemcntarv  schoo l  movcment
a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d  c x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e
church's sccondarv and higher educa-
t ion. This occurred in part becausc of
the  inc rcascd nced fo i  Advenr is t  c le -
mcntary teachcrs, but, morc impor-
tantlv, i t  rcsultcd fr<-rm the bcl ief that
cverv Adventist voung person should
have a Christ ian cducation.

M i n n e a p t . r l i s ,  w i t h  i t s  s t r ( ' s s  t - l n
C h r i s t ' s  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  H a r b o r
Springs, Avondalc, and the elementarv
school movement were not unrelated.
E a c h  e v c n t  l e d  t o  t h e  n e x t ,  a n d
resulted in vigor and growth through-
out the si-stcm. On one hand, spir i tual
revival led to a greater arvareness of
the need for and potential of Christ-
c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t i o n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r
hand, developing a more dist inct ivelv
C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n c r e a s c d  t h e
demand for the product. Between
1888 and 1900 th is  dvnamrc  Drocess
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hclped transform the Advcntist atti-
t u d c  t o w a r d  c h u r c h - s p o n s o r e d
schools.

tiesion Erplosion
A sccond maj<-rr stimulus to thc

cxpansion of Adventist education in
t h c  1 8 9 0 s  w a s  t h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d
growth of  the denominai ion 's  miss ion
program. Like the spiritual revival that
it paralleled, the mission explt-rsion
dcvcl t - rpcd f rom evcnts of  thc la te
l 880s.

It is important to realize from the
outset that the mission enthusiasm of
the 1890s was not rcstrictcd to the
Advcntist Church. Sydncv Ahlstrom. a
lcading studc,nt  of  Amer ican church
history, has noted that "the closing two
dccades  o l  t he  n inc teen th . " i t u .u
wi tnessed thc c l imact ic  r rhase of  th t '
fore ign miss ions movcmcnt  in  Amcr i -
can Protestantism."r3

One of the main stimulants of this
interest was the Student Volunteer
Movemen t  f  o r  Fo re ign  M iss ions ,
which grew out of an appeal by
Dwight L. Moodv in 1886 for college
students to devote their l ives to mis-
sion service. One hundred took their
stand. This number increased to 2,200
in 1887, and within a few vears manv
t h o u s a n d s  o f  v o u n g  p e o p l e  h a d
pledged their l ives to mlssion service.
Their motto was "The evanselization
of  the wor ld in  rh is  generat ion."  This
stimulated, according to Ernest R.
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Formal education
was the lost maior
institutional devel-
opment within the

denomination.

Sandeen, "thc grcartest demonstration
of missionarv intercst ever known in
tht: United States."rl As a result, Pro-
testant Americans bcgan to sce such
placcs as India, Africa, China, and
Japan as their spiritual provinces.

The foremost educational result of
this mission thrust was the rise of the
missionarv college and Bible institute
movement among American evangeli-
cals. The aim of these schools was to
qu i ck l y  p repa re  l a rge  numbers  o f
workers to staff mission outposts both
at home and ovcrseas. The schools
focused on practical training and Bible
knowledge, while avoiding academic
degrees and rigorous intellectual train-
ing. They did not trv to replace regular
colleges, but sought to provide "gap-

men" who could stand between the
ordained minister and the ordinarv
lavman.  The f i rs t  o f  these schools was
established in 1883 as the Missionarv
Train ing Col lege lor  Home and For-
e ign  M iss iona r i es  and  Evange l i s t s

(now callcd N_vack Collcge).'s
Evcn ts  w i t h i n  t hc  Sevcn th -dav

Advcn t i s t  Chu rch  pa ra l l c l ed  bo th  t hc
mission explosion of cvangelical Pro-
tcstantism and its educational extcn-
sion. Signs of ncw lifc in Advcntist
missions bcgan to surface in the mid-
1880s. In 1886 Historical Sketches of
the Foreign Missions ol the Seventh-
day Adventist-s-a book that did much
to promotc a miss ionarv spi r i l  among
Adventists-was published in Basel,
Switzcrland.

Three vcars later S. N. Haskell began
a two-vcar  i l  incrarv around thc woi ld ,
during rvhich he surveved the possibil-
it ies for opening mission rvork in var-
ious places. Bv 1890 thc stage was set
for what Richard Schwarz has called
the era of "Mission Advancc" in the
Adventist denomination.r6

That advance was fueled bv an
cschato logical  exc i tement  that  has
never been duplicated in Adventist
history. Beginning with the Blair Sun-
dav Rest  Bi l l  in  1888,  the next  seven
vears saw a rash of national Sundav
bi l ls  and the aggressive persccur ion of
Adventists for Sundav desecration in
several states as weli as in Eneland.
Swi tzer land,  South Afr ica,  andLther
natlons.

Jones ,  Waggoner ,  P resco t t ,  and
Ellen White tied these develooments
t o  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  b v  f a i t h  a s  t h e v
preached the three angels '  messages
of Revelation 14 with new visor and



insight. Roy McGarrell, chairperson of
the Religion Department at Caribbean
Union College, demonstrated that this
important combination of Adventist
doctrines empowered the dvnamic
thrust  o[  Advent is t  miss ions throueh-
out  the wor ld in  the 1890s.r7

In 1880 Adventists had onlv eisht
missions and live evanselistic wc,rkirs
ours ide the '  Uni ted StaGs.  In 1890 rhev
st i l l  had onlv e ight  miss ions,  even
though the number of workers had
risen to 56. Bv 1900, howcver. the
number of missions had risen to 42,
and the number of cvanselistic mis-
s ion workers to 48 l .

The last decade of the 19th centurv
init iated an accelerating trend that
remained unabated throushout thc
f i rs t  30 vcars of  the 20th cJnturv.  Bv
1930 thc church was support ing 8,479
evangelistic worke rs outside North
America, representing 270 missions.
This outreach had transformed the
verv naturc of  Advcnt ism.r8

The spread of
Adventist education

during the 1890s was
directly related to (1)
the spiritual revivql
of theolog, and (2)

an enlarged vision of
the church's mission

to the world.

Mission outrcach had a dircct cffect
o n  t h e  e x p a n s i < , r n  o f  S e v c n t h - d a v
Advent is t  schoo l ing .  Thc  d t 'nomina-
t ion looked to i ts schools to supplv
w o r k c r s  f o r  i t s  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n g

it',./

;ol lege,

worldwide work, just as the evangeli-
cal expansion of missions had stimu-
lated the Bible institute, and the mis-
sionarv college movement to train
large numbers of missionaries in a
short period of time.

John Harvev Kellogg, who appears
to have been the Adventist in closest
touch with evangelical educational
i deas , re  was  p robab l v  t he  f i r s t  t o
dcvelop a miss ionarv school  wi th in thc
denomination. He established the San-
itarium Training School for Medical
Missionarics in 1889, followcd bv the
American Medical Missionarv Collesc
in  1895 .

Meanwhilc, the Avondale Sch<lol for
Christian Workers (1894), thc training
schools stimulated bv E. A. Sutherland
and Percv Magan, and the Adventist
missionarv colleges, such as Washing-
ton Missionarv and Emmanucl Mis-
sionarv collcges, soon wcrc dotting the
Advent is t  landscape-al l  o f  thcm s imi-
lar  in  mcthod and purpose to thc
schools sparvncd bv the evangelical
mission movcment.

Mission expansion affectcd Advcnt-
is t  educat ional  cxpansion in  at  lcast
two identif iablc rvays. First, it grcatlv
increascd thc numbcr of schools ancl
s tudt 'n ts  in  Nort  h Amt ' r i r 'a ,  s int  t '  most
of  thc denominat ion 's  car lv  workcrs
camr ' f r om th r '  Un i t ed  S ta t r i s .  Second ,
Adventists bcgan to cstarblish schclt-rls
around the rvorld so that rvorkcrs
could bc t ra ined in thc i r  homc f ie lds.
Bv  1900 ,  t he re fo re ,  no t  on l r ,  had
A d v c n t i s t  c d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s
grcat lv  cxpandcd in number,  but  thc
s],stcm also had bccn international-
lzcC].

Thc m:rgnitucle of this rvholc proc-
Conlirtued on puge 11

&
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REGTAIMING THE
UISION OF ADUENT.
IST EDUCATIOIII
Continued from page 7

we consciouslv seek to achieve a
healthv ethnic and gendcr balancc
because onlv together do r,r 'e ref lect
God's image. We aim to be a commu-
nitv that chal lenges and supports thc
dream fulf i l lment of thc broadcst rros-
s ib lc  spcc t rum o l  peop le .  Our  Human
Rela t ions  Sta temcnt  i s  under  cont in -
ual rcvierv.

Strengthen the Sense of
Community

6.  Wc need to  s t rcngthcn bo th  thc
sense and rea l i t v  o f  comntun l tv  on
c a m p u s .  A t  A U C  t h c  b u i l d i n g  o l  l n c r v
campus ccn ter  hc lps  to  makc  cer ta in
tha t  the  acadcmic  and nonacademic
components  o f  campus l i l c  a re  scen as
integral lv intcrlocked. As Bovcr savs:

Thc col lcgc t.r f  qual i tv rcnrains er placc
r r  h t ' r t '  th t '  Lu l r ieu l :u  lnd  eo- r 'u l l i t .u la r  i r r . r .
vicrved as having a rclat ionship to cach
o lh t ' r .  A l  a  t i n r t . r vhcn  su t  i e l  bon r l s  i l t . ( .  l e  t ) -
u < . r u s ,  s t u d c n t s ,  d u r i n g  t h e i r  c o l l c g i a t e
r  t ' n r s ,  shou ld  d i \ (  o \  e  I  t h r .  r  r , ; r l i t r  , l  f  he  i r .
depcndenc r , on  cach  o thc r .  Thcv  rnus t
und ( ' r ' s t l r nd  u  ha t  i t  m t . e r r s  l o  s l ) l r l r .  unJ  su> -
ta in t racl i t ions.  Contrnuni tv nrust  be bui l t . ' ,

Plan the Religious Component
7 .  Jus t  as  our  phvs ica l  and aca-

denr ic  cnv i ronntcn ts  nced p lann ing ,
s(),  to(),  docs thc rcl igious componcnt
o[ our l ivcs. Aftcr :r l l ,  that is r,r , ,hat
l r . 'a l l v  s r . l s  us  apar t  f lon t  our  non-

on his or her institution, let alone on
the church or on the nation, can take a
rvhile, that is all the more reason to
detcrminc to do our utmost rvithout
dclar'.

No Time to Lose
In that respect, we can be inspired

bv a storv President John F. Kcnnedv
to ld (and Prcs idcnl  Bok has rcr . r l j ;
about the French Gcneral Louis Lvau-
l c r .  W h c n  L r a u l c r  l o o k  c o m m a n d  i n
N<-rrth Africa, hc survcvcd the dcsolate
landscape and dcclared that it rvas
necessarv to p lant  t rccs.  Whcn h is  a idc
objectcd thzit a trec rvould takc a
hundrcd vcars t() reach full grorvth,
Lvautcv rcpl ied,  " In that  case,  thcrc is
no t in tc  to losc.  Wc must  bcgin to p lant
th is  af tcrnoon."r ( '  !

Dr. Lav'rettt 'a 
' l ' .  

Carut.t '  is President of
A thr t t i t '  I ) r t io t t  ( \ t l l ega ,  Sot t t l t  Lencas ter ,
Massat' lt use i l.s.

N O I  [ S  A N D  R E F E I I [ ] N C E S

I  Rob in  Wi lsor r ,  I ' l t t  C l tnn t i t  l t  r l  H ighar
[ : t l t tLu t io t t  (J ln r r r t  \  3 ,  1  990) ,  p .  A  l .

:  Ib ic l . ,  p .  A28.
I  l r lo r r r  Bover 's  l c rn t r rks  to  I t )s t i t r t te  l i t r .Ec luca-

t ioua l  Mar l rgenrcn t ,  Har . r 'a rc l  L . t l t i \e rs i l \ ,  ( ' rn l
l r r i c l g t ,  \ l r r r s . .  . \ r r g t r r r  7 ,  l v x u

1 Ncrv  l i r rk :  l la rpcr  &  Rou ' ,  l9 i l7 .
'  tb id . ,  p .  7 .
'  P u b l i s h c c l  i r r  p a n r p h l t r  l o r n r  i n  1 9 7 3 .
i  L , l l cn  G.  Whi1e ,  L r l / r (  ( r t lon  (Mounta in  V icu , ,

Ca l i { . :  I ' ac i l i c  P lcss ,  |903) .
3  I n  a  s p e c c h  t ( )  I n s t i t u l c  l o r  E c l r r c a t i o r : a l  M a n -

ngcurcn l ,  l l u r ta lc l ,  August  5 ,  I989.
"  Erncs l  L .  Borc r ' ,  (1 t l l t ,gc :  T l t t  t i t tdc rgru t l tn t t

Erper i t ' t r ta  (Nerv  Yo lk :  l la lper  &  Ro i r ,  I987) ,  p .
| 9-5.

r ' r  Dc lck  Bok  in  IEN{  speech,  Harvur .c l ,  Augus l  5 ,
I  989.

sionarv took place in 1874. This u,as no
coincidence. The stated purpose of
Batt le Creek College \vas to train for
mission service at home and in foreign
fields.2o Thc f irst grcat motivation for
Adventist schooling had been rootcd
in mission. The same u'as true in the
I 890s of the second grcat thrust of
Advent is t  cducat ion .

Thus the spread of Advcntist educa-
t ion during the 1890s u'as dircct lv
r e l a t c d  t o  1 l ; t h c  s p i r i t u a l  r e r i r a l  t . r l
theologr' ,  :rnd (2) an enlargcd vision of
the church's mission to the rvorld.

I t  is important to notc that thesc
rvcrc p<-rsit ivc motivatot 's. Ncgativc
m o t i v a t o r s - s u c h  a s  t h c  n e c d  t c r
cscapc  l rom inc ip ien t  Der rw in ism and
rcl igious skcpticisn'r-plavcd a minor
r<;lc. Botl t  then and rtotr, ,  Adt,entisl
educatictrt  at i ts best stands t 'or sonte-
t l t ing of great httportance, rat l ter than
represenling an escape lrrnrt the nott-
Christian torld.

We rtny conclude that t l te l taalth of
Adyentisl  educatirnt depends upon i ts
a bi l  i  t  y t  o t  r  ni n tain i  t .s .s pir i  t  uu l  iden t i  l , -
and sense ol mi.ssiort.  Without thcsc
d is t inc t i vc  qua l i t i cs  i t  loscs  i t  l cason
f  c l r  bc ing .  Wi th  thcn t  i t  rv i l l  con t inue tc r
bc a clvnamic forcc in a rvorld in ncccl
of rcdcn'rpt ivc hcal ing. tr

D r .  G a r t r g e  R .  K n i g l t  t  i . s  l ) r o l c . s s o r
o l  C l t r r rc l t  H i .s t r t r t '  a t  Ar t t l raws IJ r t i vers i t t , ,
Berrian Spring.s, Mit ' l t igun. Ha lorrrrcrl.t,
.seryed as l)rolessor ol Edttcttt iortul f 'otrttda-
l ion .s  a l  t l te  t tn ivc rs i t t , ,  u t td  l tu .s  t t ' r i l ten  or
editctl .savcral book.s on Atlyartt i.st edtr-
t ' tt l  iott.
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I C .  C .  l - e r v i s ,  
" R c p o r t  

o l  T c a c h e r s ' I n s t i t u t c , "
Revictt '  urtd l lcrall (Se ptcmbe r ,1, I888), p. 57.3.

r  "Thc  
Gcncra l  Conference:  Bus incss  Procecd-

ings , "  Rc l i c r l  a r td  Herak l (Dccer rbcr  13 ,  l88 l ) ,  p .
376.

r  For  n rore  in lo rnra t ion  on  the  I  888 mcet ings ,
sec (ieorgc R. Knight, Frtnrt I 888 to Aptrtast: Tltt
C'ase ol A. I "/orrcs (Hagcrstorvn, Md.: Re vie rv and
Hera f  d  Pub.  Assn,  l9 l i7 ) ;  Ide  r r ,  Angr l  Sa in t . ; :  Tbn-
sions uttd Possiblit ies in tltc Adyanti.st Strugglc
Over  R ig l l teousness  b t  Fu i t l t  (Hagers to rvn ,  Md. :
Rev ie rv  and Hera lc l  Pub.  Assn. ,  1989) .

I  G i lbc r t  M.  Va lcn t ine ,  "Cont rovers \ ' :  
A  S t imu-

Ius in Thcological Education," Adveril i .st Reyicrl
( N o v e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 8 8 ) ,  p p .  I  I ,  1 2 .

i  W .  C .  W h i t e  t o  E .  R .  J o n e s ,  J u l v  2 8 ,  l 8 9 l ;  l b r
thc  most  comple te  t rea tmont  o l  the  Harbor
Spr ings  conver r t ion ,  sec  Cra ig  S .  Wi l l i s ,  

"Harbor

Spr ings  Ins t i tu tc  o l  l89 l :  A  Turn ing  Po in t  in  Our
Educat iona l  Conccpt ions , "  te rm paper ,  Andrervs
Univcrs i tv ,  1  979.

6  W.  W.  Prcscot t ,  "Repor t  
o f  the  Educat iona l

Sccretar\ '," Daily Bulletin ol t lte General Conler-
e rce  (Februar r ,  23 ,  1893) ,  p .  350.

7  lb id .
8  Ib id . ,  p .  357.
e  See Mi l ton  Hook,  

"Thc  
Avonda le  Schoo l  and

Advent is t  Educat iona l  Goa ls ,  1894-1900, "  Ed.D.
d isser ta t ion ,  Andrews Un lvers i tv ,  1978.

10  E l len  G.  Whr te  to  W.  C.  Whi te ,  Mav 5 ,  1897;
c f .  E l l cn  G.  Whi te ,  Tes t imon ies  t 'o r  the  Church
(Mounta in  V icw,  Ca l i f . :  Pac i f i c  Press  Pub l ish ing
Assn. ,  19 ,19) ,  r 'o l .  6 ,  pp .  198,  199.  ( l ta l i cs  supp l ied . )

r r  E .  A .  Suther land,  
"Chape l  

Ta lk  Before  the

Advent is t  con ' rpc t i t ion .  A t  AUC,  thcrc -

i?:'; T;"::lil;':1?il,iii'll^,X:: THE DyNAMtcs 0F
:A?":i,l ;:,i:t',:u'"' 

the rcsourcc' EDUGATI0NAL
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css was compoundcd bv unprece-
dcntcd  ins t i tu t iona l  dcve lopr lcn t  dur -
ing  the  1890s.  Bes idcs  churchcs  a ind
schocl ls, Adventists developed hospi-
tals, publ ishing houscs, and eventuerl lv
( t t . r  a  l c s s t ' r ' c \ t c n t )  h c a l t h  f o o d  l a r t o -
r ies in the United States and overseas.
Thus the schools \vcre cal lcd upon to
supp lv  evcr  Ia rger  numbers  o f  ins t i tu -
l i o n a l  r v o r k c r s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  l o  c v a n g e -
l ist ic u'orkers.

We need 1t-r rccognize that, from its
i n c e p t i o n ,  1 9 t h - c c n t u r r ,  A d v e n t i s t
educat ion  \vas  incx t r i cab l r  connectcd
r r  i th  fo rc ign  nr iss ions .  For  e  xample ,
both the opening of thc church's f irst
co l legc  and the  send ing  o f  i t s  f i r s t  m is -

" "il:Ji."';l*" ",1:i',.?;:. ;,1'x,' l;', ;: Ex PA N s | 0 N
s u c c c s s f u l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  o u r
nr iss ion .  Th is  p lan  inc ludcs  chapc ls ,
rvorsh ips ,  rv r 'ekcnd serv ic t ' s ,  spc 'c ia l
cvcn ts  and rvecks ,  r t ' l i g ion  l rnd  i ' th i r .s
classcs, gcncral studics classcs, I ' r iend-
t o - l ' r i c n d  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  c o r r r m u n i t r  s e r r ' -
i (  ( ' s ,  p rave  r  l i l c ,  uor ld  miss ions ,  toun-
sel ing, nurture, and much morc.

Frankl in Roosevelt is said to have
believed that to educate a [person]
in  mind  and no t  in  mora ls  rcsu l ts  in  a
menacc to societv.

As Adventist educators rve have
much to offer American hisher educa-
t ion .  Howevcr ,  i f  rve  . *p" . i to  have an
lmpact, we must get our ou'n house in
order. We have no t ime to lose. With-
out concerted and studied effort nou,
our problems could easi lv worsen.

S ince  an  ind iv idua l  leader 's  imoact
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Medica l  S tudents  a t  Los  Angc les , "  Decembcr  1 .1 ,
I  9 .19 ;  E .  A .  Suther land,  tape record ing  o f  au tob io -
graphical address presentcd at thc College of
Mcd ica l  Evangc l i s ts ,  1946.

12  For  Suther land 's  cont r ibu t ion ,  see  Warren
Svdnev Ashrvorth, "Edrvard 

Alerandcr Suthcr-
land and Seventh-dav  Advcnt is t  Educat iona l
Rcform:  The Dcnominat iona l  Years ,  1890-1904, "
Ph.D.  d isser ta t ion ,  Andrervs  Un ivers i tv ,  1986,  pp .
l4 l -160.  For  tha t  o f  Gr iggs ,  see  Arno ld  Co l in
Re lc ,  

"Freder ick  
Gr iggs :  Sevcnth-dav  Advent is t

Educator  and Adnt in is t ra to r , "  Ph.D.  d isser ta t ion ,
Andre  rvs  Un i t  e . rs i t v ,  1984,  passrm.

rr Sr,dnev E. Ahlstrom, A Religiou.; Histon ol
t l rc  Anter ica t t  Pcop/e  (Ncrv  Havcn:  Ya le  Un ivcrs i tv
Pr ( . . .  1972) ,  p  l . {h -1 .

' {  John R.  Mot t ,  
"Ropor t  

o f  the  Execut ivc
Commi t tcc , "  in  S tu t len t  Miss ion  Pover :  Repor t  o l
t l ta  F- i rs t  In te rna t io tn l  Conyer t t i rn t  o l  the  Studcnt
Volunle(r Movetrrcnt for F'oraign Missions, Held
ut Cleveland, Oltio, I l.S.A., Februart 26, 27, 28 untl
! t4urc l t  l ,  189 /  (Pasadcna,  Ca l i f . :  Wi l l ia rn  Carev
L i h r  r r l r  P u h r . ,  l q 7 q t ,  p .  1 1 . 2 1 :  F . r ' n r ' s t  R .  S a n d c t . n ,
T l tc  Roots  o l  l . t rndut t ten ta l l s r r r  (Grand Rap ids ,
Mich . :  Bakc l  Book  Housc ,  1978) ,  p .  l l l 3 .

' \  See S.  A .  Wi t rncr ,  T l tc  B ib le  Co l leg t  S ton ' .
Ldut 'u l io t r  Wi t l t  D i r r rc r t .s io l  (Manhassc t ,  N .Y. :
C h a n n c l  P r c s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p p . 3 5  3 7 ;  S a n d e c n ,  p p .  l 8 l -
183;  (1 .  R .  Kn igh t ,  

"Ear l r  
Advrnr is ts  and Educa-

t ion :  A t t i tudes  and Contex t , "  in  ( ; .  R .  Kn igh t ,  cd . ,
E a r l t ,  A d v r n t i s t  E d u c u l o r s  ( B c l r i c n  S p l i r r g s ,
Mich . :  Ar r t l rcu 's  [ ]n ivc rs i tv  Prcss ,  1  983) ,  pp .  7 ,  8 .  A
s i rn i la r  B ib lc  schrx r l  n ro lcnren t  r . ,as  a ls , ,  ieuc lop
ing  in  the  ho l incss  churchcs  dur ing  thc  I  890s .  Sec
Charlcs [:]dwirr Joncs, Pcrlectiorti.;! Per.suasiort
(Metuchen,  N.J . :  Scarccror l  Prcss ,  197; l ) ,  pp .  52 ,
s . l ,  62{1 .

' .  R .  W.  Schrvarz ,  L [gh t  Bur t rs  to  t l t c  Rt t r t
nd l l  (Mounta in  V ic rv ,  ( la l i l . :  Pac i f  i c  Prcss ,  )979) ,
p .  2  l . l .

r r  Rov  Is rac l  Mc( ia r re l l ,  
"Thc  

H is to r ica l  Dc i .c l -
opnrcn t  o l  Scventh-dar  Ac l rcn t is t  Eschatokrgr ' ,
188,1 '11195, "  Ph.D.  d isscr ta t ion ,  Andrervs  L l r r i vc r -
s i t r ' ,  1 9 8 9 ,  p p . 2 7 7  2 8 3 .

ti SDA Ertct,<'krytcdiu, rtt . cd., p. 9 1 7.
r "  Sec  Kn igh t ,  Ear ly  Adycnt i r t  E t lu tu to rs ,  p .8 .
r0  Scc ,  Io r  e  xantp lc ,  (1 .  L  But le  r ,  

"What  
L ise

Sha l l  Wc Make o l  Or r r  Schtx r l? " /?  t t ' i t t t ,  tu t t !
Harull (. lult 2 l, I 87,1), p. .15.
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sorr\ ' ,  but we do not have t imc tcr
pursuc  tha t  mat tc r  fu r thcr  jus t  nc l rv .
Pcrhaps wc caln return to i t  latcr."

Let the Class Answer
One Another's Ouestions

Adr-r l t  students havc oftcn acouired
i n - d e p l h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a  \  a r i c l \
t - r l  top ics .  l f  cncou laged t t - ,  s l ta rc  lh t . i r
knorv ledgc ,  thev  can cnr ich  thc  c lass
discussicln. Call  on those studcnts rvho
arc knorvledgablc about various sub-
. j cc ts  to  share  thc i r  exper t i sc  w i th  the
c lass .  Be care fu l ,  horvever ,  tha t  thc
tone of the discussion not becomc
c o n d e s c e n d i n g  o r  c r i t i c a l  t o u ' a r d
those who are less informed.

Plan Good Questions
In addit ion to preparing subject

m a t t e r ,  s e l e c t  s o m e  t h o u g h t - p r o -

ffi:i:;:J?n:1lL;:Jil,l':.,l:;iJi:lf H 0w D0 Es A DUEilT -
l:,-;ilr"n;i;i1.,1. J ifl ;J il*"'] i e h i t' "'"t I s-T ED u G ATI 0 1{

"what wuis ihc most valuablc thing AFFEGT Y0UTH
\ ' ( )u  l ca t  n ( 'd  loc la r  ?"  o r"onc thing I rvi l l  do di l lcrcntlv as a ATTITUDES?

\roking questions to throw out to the
class. This rvil l  encourase learnins
through active participatio"n, and keei
students involved and interested.

Encourage Students to
Personalize the Lesson Content

Questions should not be strictlv
thr 'oret ica l  or  factual .  Ask vour  s tu-
dcn ts  t o  make  app l i ca l i ons ,  bascd  on
their own cxperience and reading. In
a Bible class vou might ask, f<-rr exam-
ple: "Horv would vou havc felt if vou
were Nicodemus?" or "What would
vou have thought if Jcsus had asked
vou that  quest ion?"

Make the lnformation Practical
Collcgc studcnts rvatnt inforrnation

that  rv i l l  hc lp thcm at ta in thc i r  pcr-
sonal goals. Accordinglv, look for r,r 'avs
to  app l v  l h t '  p l i nc ip l t ' s  o l  t he  t op i t  t o
dail.v l i fc .rnd to thc studcnts' future
protcsslonss.

Use Glosure
Closure is  onc of  thc most  c f fcct ivc

teaching tools-and according to manv
cxperts, on(j ol thc n'rost ncglccted.
Onc u 'av to achicvc c losurc,  ask c lass

r c s u l t  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  i s . . . "  o r '
"Basercl 

on rvhat we dicl in clarss
todav ,  ncx t  wcck  I  want  to  l carn  morc
a b o u t . . .  "

You can also :rsk thcnr to sharc the
rcsponses  w i th  a  nc ighbor  o r  a  smal l
g roup.  Vcrbar l i z ing  impor tan t  concepts
fron'r t [rc class discussion hclps to rcin-
f u l t  r '  t h t '  p r i n t ' i p l r ' s  i n  t h c i l  i h i n k i n g .

Conclusion

Dr .  C surv ivcd  h is  ear l \ ,  fa i lu rcs
a r r c l  d i s u p p o i n l n r r ' r r t s  a s  a  c o l l r ' g r '
teachcr .  He worked as  hard  on  h is
mcthod o f  teach ing  as  on  h is  mater ia l ,
and went on to becomc an outstanding
tcachcr. Since he bcgan to fol lorv sr.rg-
ges t ions  l i kc  thc  ones  l i s tcd  above,  he
has  come to  cn jov  h is  tcach ing  nrore .
His students are more resDonsivc ;rnd
c n t h u s i a s t i c ,  a n d  t h c \  a r e  a c h i \ ' \  i n g  a
broader and decper understanding of
the topics discusscd in class.

Recentlv Dr. C reccived a letter
from a former student who enrol led at
an Ivv League universitv. The student
said that he init ial lv doubted his abi l i tv
t o  c o m p e t e  u i t h  g r a d u a t e s  l r o m  e l i t e
col leges. But he soon found his under-
graduate education at a small  Advent-
ist col lege was not a disadvantage at
al l .  

" In 
the classes I had from vou and

a number of other professors," he
wrote, "I developed a love of learning.
I also received the studv skil ls and
informat ion I  needed ro do rvc l l  hcre.

Dr. Gail T. Rice is Associate Profes.sor ol
Educational Foundations and Research in
the  Schoo l  o f  Educat ion  a t  Lonta  L inda
U nive rs it,,-, Rive rside, Calit'orn ia.
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sornc that  I  rv i l l  fa i l  to pass,  : rnd i t  bothers
r r r c  t h i nk i ng  abou l  i t . "

"Mv 
parents couldn' l  pav thc acadcmv

bi l l ,  and thcy,  a lmost  crv ing,  had to take me
out.  I  have been going to church schools a l l
r l l v  l i l c  and  I  r van ted  t o  f i n i sh  i n  a  chu rch
school ."

" l  
rvould l ike 1o at tend : rcadcrnv but  wi th

mv dad and I ivc k ids i t 's  . iust  tor . r  ex-
pe  ns i vc . "

These are just  a sample.  As a church
we have done a grcat dcal u,ith worthv
studcnt  [unds,  but  wc n( ' r .d  t (J  do
more. Would that we could put a
Christian education within the grasp
of everv teenagcr who reallv wants it.
As  a  chu rch ,  we  mus t  sc i z r ' t h i s  cha l -
lcnge to educational and financial
leadership.

Th i s  a r t i c l e  has  o f f e red  some
glimpses fron-r the first 1-ear of a study
that can help us redesign our ap-
proaches to religious education. With
the succeeding vears of research, the
information should point toward some
positive solutions. Working together as
educa to rs ,  pa ren ts ,  pas to rs ,  and
church leaders we must find ways to
keep more of our precious vouth
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