
ASSISTNG STTJDE,NTS
WITH DRT]G

ABT]SE, PROBLE,MS
Walla Walla College's

Student Assistance Pro gram
By WENDY HERNANDEZ

Seventh-day Advent-
ists can no longer
deny the fact that
alcohol and drugs
are used by some
students in our
academies and

colleges.

d i f f i cu l t .  The sh i f t  f rom a  d isc ip l inarv
Io  u  r ( ' ( 'o \  c r r  t 'mphas is ,  r r  h i l c  he lp fu l
to thosc rvho rcceivcd trcatment, u'as
sccn bv ntanv students as a more
permissive posit ion. This did l i t t le t<.r
sten'r drug usc and mav have even
cnc t - ru ragcd s tudcnts  to  hc  morc  open
about their using drugs.

In the fal l  of 1986, Walla Walla Col-
lege emploved a  ha l f - t imc chemica l
depcndencv counselor to implement
an on-campus student-asslstance pro-
gram. The counselor r,r 'orked rvith the
administrat ion to develop a pol icy for
al l  new and returning students. The
policv stated the col lege's phi losophv
of caring, while clearlv stat ing that
drug use rvould not be tolerated.2

cvcnth-dav  Advcnt is ts  can
no longcr  denv  the  I 'ac t  tha t
some o f  our  academv and
co l lcgc  s tudents  usc  a lco-
ho l  and o ther  d rugs .

lncrcascd acceptancc of
a lcoho l  usc  bv  voung pcop lc  decp lv
conccrns church mcmbcrs ancl ad-
min is t ra to rs . l

Studcnt assistancc prograrns have
bcen deve lopcd in  co l l cgcs  and un i -
vers i t i cs  th roughout  Nor th  Amcr ica  in
order  to  p revcnt  and t rca t  a lcoho l  and
drug abuse.  Now in  i t s  four th  vear ,  the
Wal la  Wal la  Co l lcgr .  s ludcnt  uss is tanr . r .
program providcs a modcl for inst i tu-
t i o n s  t h a t  s e c k  t o  p r o m o t e  t o t a l
abstincnce.

Prior to 1983, Walla Warl la Colleee.
l i kc  most  Sr 'v t 'n th -dav  Adr  t ,n t i s t  ed-u-
c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  g e n e r a l l v  e x -
pe l l cd  s tudcnts  l rom s .  h . ro l  i l  rh r . r
used a lcoht - r l  o r  o thcr  d russ .  In  1983
WWC's  counsc l ing  ecn tc r  rcqu t .s lcd
the  dean o f  s tudents  to  cons ider  d i f -
fe ren t ia t ing  bc t r , r 'ecn  s tudents  rvhcr
rvere experimcnting rvith alcohol or
other drugs (a discipl ine problem) and
those rvho wcre chemical lv dcpendcnt
(a  med ica l  p r t - rb leml .  Thc j  de t r ' rm ina-
t ion was made bv referr ing students tcl
a  loca l  agcnc \  fo r  asse isme n t  and
fol low-up counseling as needed.

A few students benefi ted, but the
logist ics of transportat i<-rn, scheduling,
and communica t ion  made lo l lo rv -uo
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Prevention

A  s t u d c n t  r v h o  u n d c r s t a r n d s  t h e
dangcrs of drugs and has altcrnatives
lor lccrcation arnd problem solving
rvi l l  cnjov a ntore productivc col lcgc
cxper iencc .  A t  Wal la  Wal la  Co l lcec ,
f rcqu , . 'n t  r r 'n r ind t ' rs  o f  th r 'benc f i t s  o l  l r
d r u g - f r c c  l i f c - s t v l c  c o m c  t h r o u g h
a s s c n r b l v  s p e a k c r s ,  c a m p u s  n c w s -
papcr teaturcs, aln alarrencss wcck
t c a t u r i n g  n a t i o n a l l v  r c c o g n i z e d
spcakcrs P:rul and Carol Cannon, and
an active Collcgiate Advcntists for Bct-
t c l  L i r  i n g  t C A B L t  o l g a n i z a t i o n .

Voluntary Referral

Anv studcnt who voluntari lv refcrs
h imsc l f ,  o r  i s  r t ' f  c r led  br  a  pc( ' r  fo r
help in ovcrcoming an al. lohr.. , i  t- ,r  drug
prob lcm can ta lk  w i th  thc  on-campus
counselor rvi thout fear of disciol ine or
I t - , ss  o f  con f ident ia l i t v .  Thc  counse lor
has  the  s tudent 's  d rus  invo lvement
cva lua lcd  and der  e lops  a  p lan  fo r
education or recoverv.

Treatment
When co l lege admin is t ra to rs  be-

come aware of a student's drug use,
the student is asked to notifv his or her
parents and take thrcc dar :s  of f  f rom
classes and act i l i t ies ro go rhrough the
follorving steps:

1. A rvri iten assessment of the extent
of alcohol/drug use, completed bv the



on-campus drug counselor or a state-
cert i f ied chemical dependencv coun-
se lor.

2. A writ ten contract of asreement
to  ab ide  by  thc  t rea tmcnt  .e i r - *cn-
dations of the counselor and the col-
lege. This contract must be signed bv
the student and his or her parents.

3 .  A  s igned re  lease o f  con f idcn t ia l i rv
so  tha t  thc  pcrson who rc fe r rcd  the
student (general lv an administrator or
residence hal l  dean) and the counsclor
can work together with the student.

Tieatment recommendations arc
determined on a case-bv-case basis,
depcnding on the assessmernt out-
comc. Asscssment categories and tvpi-
cal recommcndations arc as fol lows:

l .  Occasional or experintenlal u,se:
S ince  many Se venth-dav  Advcnt is t
voung pe  op lc  secm rvor ' f  u l l v  un in -
formed about alcohol and othcr drugs,
edut 'a t ion  a t  lh is  l r ' vc l  i s  csscn l ia l .  TEc
s tudcnt  a t tcnds  a  min imum of  l0
hours  o f  a lcoho l /d rue  in fo rmat ion
c l a s s c s  a n d  t o u n s c l i n g  i n d  a t t c n d s  a t
l e a s t  o n e  A l c o h o l i c s  A n o n v m o u s
nreeting.

2. Frequertt  use that lrus not devel-
oped to dependcncv. ' In addit ion to thc
steps dcscribed abovc, the stuclent alscr
sccs  the  chemica l  dependencv  coun-
sc lo r  o r  i s  rc fe r red  to  thc  counsc l ins
cent ( ' r  lo r  h t ' lp  u i th  o thcr  p . ' r ' r . rnu I
problcn'rs that mav bc contr ibuting to
thc drug usc.

3. Chetrt icul dependenct,:  Thc stu-
dcn l  i s  askcd to  rv i lhd l lu  i r ' , - , rn  s .h . ro l
for at least onc qu:rrter to seek in-
pa t ien t  t rca tment  and es tab l i sh  a  so l id
rccoverv rccord. Maior mcdici.r l  hcalth
insurance, an optional pol icr, '  for al l
studcnts, provides up to $4,-500 toward
t rea tmcnt  cos ts .  When thc  s tudcnt  i s
rcadmi t tcd  to  schoo l ,  he  and h is  par -
en ls  a rc  ask t ' t l  to  s ign  i t  con l rac i  o l
con lmi lment  to  an  ungo ing  t ' ceo \ ' ( ' t ' \
program. This mav invcl lve individual
a n d  g r o u p  c o u n s c l i n g ,  A l c o h o l i c s
A n o n v m o u s  / N a r c o t i c s  A n o n y n t o u s
at tcndan( 'c ,  a f le r t 'u lc  n rc t ' t ings  a t  lh t ,
Walla Walla Gcneral Hospital Rcct.rv-
c r r  Ccn lc r ,  and r t 'g is t ra t ion  l t - r r  spc-
c i f i c  phvs ica l  ac t i v i t v  and sp i r i tua l
g rowth  c lasses .  Misscd  appo in l  n r r .n ts ,
which often signal rclapse, are rt :-
ported immcdiatelv to the adn'r inis-
trat<-rr rvho referred the studcnt so that
carlv intervention can take place.

D isc ip l ine
Anv student who buvs alcoholic

br ' verages  fo r  a  minor  o r  s t . l l s  i l l i c i t
drugs is asked to rvithdrarv from thc
col lege. A student who is in the drug
abuse assistancc program also r iski
expulsion bv fai l ing to keep appoint-
ments  o r  complv  w i th  the  recommen-
dations of the dean of students, the
dormitorv dean, or the counselor.

38 ADVENT ST EDUCAT ON . APR L lr.1Ay I99r

The kev to student cooperation is
the in i t ia l  contact  bel rveen thc Studcnr
Assistance counselor and the student.
At this point, the voung person is usu-
ally angrv and defensive. After the
counselor explains the larvs of confi-
dentialitv, the purpose and goal of
student assistance, and the nature of
counse lo r -admin i s t ra t i on  con tac t ,
student resistance frequentlv dc-
creases.

Assessment can be diff icult because
Adventist young people often have
developed a uniquelv sophisticated
pattern of deception to hidc anr- drug
use .  To  es tab l i sh  t r us t  and  b rcak
through this denial, thc counselor
schedu les  t h ree  onc -hou r  scss ions
with thc student ovcr thrcc datvs.

A t  an  e igh t -hou r  t r a i n i ng  s t , n r i na r
cach fall, student resident assistants
learn referral skil ls and arc cncour-
agcd to rc fcr  s tudcnts quick lv  to the
counselclr so that the R.A. is not out in
a posi l ion o l  l rv ing to dcterminr . ,  thr '
seriousncss ol er studcnt's drus orob-

The Walla Walla
College student

assistance program
provides a model for
institutions who seek

to promote total
abstinence.

l c n r .  T h c s c  a r c  c o n s i d c r c d  " s e l l -

re fc r ra ls "  and do  no t  sub jcc t  the  s tu -
dcn t  to  d isc ip l inc  o r  to  thc  th rec-dav
dcacl l inc. I l  the studcnt fai ls tcl  coop-
cra te  o r  con t inucs  to  use  drugs .  res i -
d t , r r r ' . '  ha l l  dcans  o l  o thcr  adr r i in is t ra -
tors arc noti f icd.

S ta t i s t i cs  contp i l cd  bc t rvccn  1986
and 1989 ind ica tc  tha t  : rsscssmcnt  rc -
fcrrals have rcmaincd fair lv constant.
Horvcvr ' r ,  c l r , .  h  r  car  n ror r '  s tudcn ls
self-refer or arc rcfcrred bv oeers. In
a d d i t i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  n u n r b i ' r s  s c c k
counseling to discuss rclatcd problcn'rs
s u c h  a r s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  r v i t h  d r u g -
abusing fr iends or parcnts.

Each vear several studcnts in thc
student assistance program rvithdrarv
from school, mostlv for drug,relatcd
reasons such as 1tr11, grades, fai lure t<-r
abide bv dormitorv guidel ines, or a
loss of academic soals. Some are
referred to intensive inoatient or out-
pa t icn t  t  rca tmcnt  p rograms.

The student assistance prosram at
Walla Walla Colleee seeks t"o rvork
rvith each student rvho prematurelv
withdrar.vs from col lese because of

drug-related problems. The SA admin-
istrators rvant these students to feel
that the col lege is rvi l l ing to r l 'ork with
then'r and to give them everv oppor-
tunitv to return to school.

As a result,  rarelv does a student or
familv express rescntment or anger
tor.r'ard thc c<tllege rvhen the student
leaves or is expcl led. Studcnts arc
alwavs encouraged to return when
thev havc received the necessarv help
t o  r e m a i n  d r u g - l r c c  a n d  t o  . r - - i t
thcmselvcs to a rccoverv program,
i n c l u d i n g  a c t i v c  i n v o l v c m e n t  r v i t h
AA/NA.

S i n c e  r c c o v e r v  f  r o m  c h c m i c a l
dcpendcncv  is  a  l i f c t ime cndcavor ,  thc
lclng-term prognosis is impossible tcr
prcdict.  Horvcvcr, as of Scptembcr
1989,  s t ' r ' r ' r r  s tud t 'n ts  ha \  c  r ' ( ' tu rn t 'L l  lo
Wal la  Wal la  Co l lcgc  f rom drug reha-
bi l i tat ion. Anclthcr sc\rcn arc known tct
be involvcd in rccovcrv progrerms but
h l r r ' . '  no l  l r ' tu rncd  to  rc , l l . ' ge ' io r  a  r  a r i -
ct l '  of rcasons, and thc outcontc ol '
c igh t  o thcrs  i s  unknou 'n .

In  rcsponsc  to  thc  necds  o f  each
rccovcr ing  s tudent ,  a  vz r r i c tv  o f  ind i -
v i d u l l  a n d  g r o u p  (  o u n s c l i r r p  o p t i o n s
:rrc providcd on citmplrs. Alcoholics
Anonvmt-rus and a profcssional lv lecl
rccovcrv group ntcct rvccklv. Adult
Childrcn of Traurna gr()ups i l rc spon-
sorcd  bv  s tudu-n t  ass is tance and bv  the
c o l l c g c  t  h u r e  h ' s  t  o u n s e  l i n g  t . ' n t . i r ' .

Onc  o f  thc  rnos t  d i f f i cu l t  ch : r l le  nscs
l r r t  ing  th . '  s ludr ' r r l  : t ss is l l rn r 'e  p r ' , ,g r in t
i s  con f  ron t ing  parcn ta l  dcn ia l  anc l
ass is t ing  thc  fa rn i l v  in  choos ing  an
i n p a t i c n t  t r c a t r n c n t  p r o g r a n r .  A I -
though fan ' r i l " ,  t rca tment  and A l -Anon
: r r ( '  ( ' s s ( ' n t i : r l  l o l  t h t '  \ o u n g  p e r s ( ) n  s
l r ' L o \  ( ' t  \ ,  l l l o s t  p l l f L , n l s  J t r ,  f L '  l u C l A n t

to . io in  o thcrs  rvho share  th is  p rob le  m,
t ' sp t ' r . ' i a l l r  rvhr 'n  c iga l t ' t t t '  smokr .  anc l
prolanitv abound in such rnectings.

To d iscove r  thz r t  the i r  son  o f  daush-
t c r  i s  c h t ' n r i t a l l r  d t ' n c n d r . n l  s t l i k c i a t
thc  vcrv  cc l rc  o f  most  Scvcnth-da l
Adr  r 'n t i s l  par ( 'n ts '  se  ns( ,  o l  sc l f - rvor l  h .
I n t c n s i v e  t r c a t m e n t  i s  e x p e n s i v c .
Ml tn r  par r 'n ts ,  n ( ' \ ' ( ' r  d rcaming tha t
their chi ld rvould evcn use druss. havc
not  purchased insurancr '  . . t rvc iage fo r
trcatment. Most denomin:rt ional em-
plovcc insurancc demainds a special
rcqucs l  o f  thc  L 'mp lovcr ' ,  usua l l r  a
confercnce president or other supen i-
sor ,  thus  mak ine  the  s i tua t ion  even
more dif f icult  foi  the familv to face.

S o  a t  a  v e r r  c r i t i c a l  t i m c  f o r  b o t h
student and familr ' ,  profcssional help
mav be unavailablc. Sometimes a fam-
ih' refuses to, or is unable to emotion-
alh' support their son or daughter
through the demanding f irst stages in
the  recoven 'p rocess .  Then i t  mav be
best  fo r  the  roung person to  rc iu rn
d i rcc t l r  to  co l lege upon d ischarge
trom inpatient treatment. This further
taxes the resources of student assis-



tance, administration, and residence
hall deans.

Dealing With the "Geographic

Curet t
Seventh-day Adventist schools often

face the phenomenon of the "geo-

graphic cure." Parents ship their child off
to a different school, hoping the envi-
ronment rvil l  be more conducive to a
drug-free l ife-stvle.

Students who are new to Walla
Walla College but have had a drug
problem at another institution are
asked to follow the assessment and
follow-up program. However, our col-
legcs need to work together to curb
these "geographic curcs," sincc thev
arc sc ldom succcssfu l  and cause oain-
fu l  cxper ienccs for  s ludcnls,  paicnts,
and administrators, and mav result in
a proli lcratit-rn ol thc probl.lm.

Whcn the SA progrant at WWC
began, manv peoplc exprcssed con-
cern that drug-using students r.r 'ould
bc cnro l lcd bv wel l -mcaning parcnls
and othcrs so that  thcv could receivc
hclp.  Whr 'n th is  sccms to hc thc cast ' ,
thc dcan clf studcnts and the studcnt
assistance counsclor n're ct with thc
potcntial student and his or her par-
ents to asccr ta in ntot ivat ic ln,  commit-
ment  to rcc()verv.  and to scck thei r
s ignaturc on a contract ,  which,  i f
brokcn, wil l rcsult in a rcfcrral for

,Assessment can be
difficult because

Adventist young peo-
ple often develop a
uniquely sophisti-
cated pattern of

deception to hide any
drug trse.

intcnsive trcatmcnt. Walla Walla Col-
l e g c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l v
asked about consti tucnt reaction t<t
the studcnt assistancc program. Earlv
in thc program, thcv wondered i f  par-
cn ts  wou ld  th ink  the  co l lese  had
acccp lcd  drugs  t - rn  campus . , r  iha t  th . '
problem was so great that voung peo-
ple cnrol led at WWC wcre l ikelv to bc
introduccd to drugs.

Ac tua l l v ,  the  rcvcrsc  has  bcen t rue .
Whcn thc cclnceot of studcnt assis-
tance is cxplarined to aluntni or consti t-
uents, thcv have exprcsscd rcl icf and
a p p r e c i a t i c i n .  M a n y  S e v e n t h - d a v
Advcnt is ts  have bccn touchcd bv  a
l r o u b l c d  v u u n g  p e  r s o n  w h o  w u s

unable to receive help in the past. One
mother stated, "I f  

the col lege mv
brother attended had had a program
like this 20 vears ago, he might be al ive
todav."

Many chal lenges l ie ahead for the
student assistance program at Walla
Walla College and other col legcs, both
private and parochial.  Financial pres-
sures force administrators to scrut i-
n i z e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  s e l f  -
support ing or that do not pay for
themselves in increased enrol lment,
somcthing rvhich student assistance
cannot promise to do. Addit ional
p r e v e n t i o n  / a r v a r c n c s s  a c t  i v i l  i e s  a r r '
needed. Howcvcr, because these pro-
grams educate  s tudcnts  to  use  serv -
ices, therc is an increased nccd for
more counscl ing t imc.

As  the  o ld  taboos  aga ins t  admi t t ing
tcl drug prclblcms dissolve, more and
morc  s tudents  can bc  expec ted  to  scck
ht ' lp .  A  (  ampus s tudc jn l  uss is tancc
program mav rcach onlv a few stu-
dcnts cach vear, but i t  scts an cxample
of caring that is fcl t  bv many. Espc-
c ia r l l v  s ign i f i can t  i s  thc  fa tc t  tha t  s tu -
dcn ts  and fami l i cs  cxper icnce a  rev iva l
o l  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  c d u c z r t i o n a l  g o a l s
through rccovcrv programs.

E l len  Whi tc  descr ibcs  drus  abusers
( "Thc  in t r 'mpcra t r " )  as  

"a  
t l lass  tha l

d c m a n d  h c l p , "  z r n d  a d m o n i s h c s ,
Continued on page 46

NewSon kfor
PrirnariesIntroduce your chil-

dren to the joy o[ wor-
ship! In this new hymnal
for primary children,
you'll find songs that
enhance a variety of
worship themes. For
example, the topical
index can direct you to
songs about God's care,
Creation, witnessing,
angels, Sabbath, nature,
and much more.

More than half the
153 songs in Sing for
Joy are so new that they
have never appeared in
an Adventist songbook
before. And you can stil l
find favorites children

have loved for years.
Guitar chords accom,
pany many songs, as
well as notations for
children's percussion
instruments. A special
feature is the group of
responsive readings for
children's worship.

Sing for Joy comes
with a laminated cioth
cover made to last.  I t 's
also avai lable in paper-
back with spiral bind-
ing. Br ight cheerful  pr i -
mary colors enhance the
cover of this 6" x 9"
songbook.
Available now at your
Adventist Book Center.
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Dr. Roger L. Dudley is Director ol the
Inst i tute o l  Church Minist r t  c t t  Andrews
Universitt', Berriett Sprilg.s, Michigun. At
Ihe t inte the ar t i t ' le  v,us v ' r i i ler t  Dr.  Janet
Leigh Kangas vas u Researt ' l t  Assistant  at
ICM. Slte is currentlt' Editor ol Mission, a
pub l i ca t i on  o t '  t h i  C l t t t r t . l t  M in i s t r i es
Departntent  of  the General  Conlerance of
SDA, Si lver  Spr ing,  Murt ' lar td.

NOTI:S AND RI:FERF,NCIlS

I  Five pe lc t ' r t  had at tcrrdcci  or :e r  c l t r . ;  6 pcr . -
cen t ,  tw0  \ ca t s ;6  pc l ce l r t ,  l h re r  r ca r - s ; 6  pe l . c rn t ,
f ou t  vea rs ;  5  pc r cen t ,  l i ve  r t ' a r s :  6  p r r ccn l ,  s j x
\ cars ;  v  Perccn t ,  sevcn \c ius_

I  Dann Spr rc le r ,  
"T i red  

o l  Band A ic l  Appr rx rches
to  Yot r th  Work?  

'  
, { lo rz l r '  . l funr t l r l t  l . l r rnuar . t  lg l l ' 1 ) ,

p .  55 .
'  Mcr lon  P.  S t ro r r r rcn ,  l \ , l i l o  t - .  I l rekkc ,  Ra lph

C .  U n d e r u : r g e r ,  a n c l  A t t l t u l  l - .  J o l l r s o n ,  A  S t t u h  o l
Ot t t t ru t i r t r . s  (Minncapo l is :  A t rgsbr r r  g  Pub l ish ing
H o u s e ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  2 9 5 .

r  Scc  Rogt ' r '  L .  Dr rd lc r ,  l | l t t  l t , t , t rug t , rs  Rt '  j t c t
Ra l ig i l tn  u t td  l l '  l tu t  to  [ )o  . lh r t r t  / l  lWas l r i r rg ton ,
I ) . C . ;  R c v i c u  a r r d  l l c l a k l  [ ) u b l i s h r n g  A s s n . ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,
chapcr  j .

r  K e  v i n  l i  t  s t o n .  R l r r  n r o n d  ( l  W h i l r . r n u n ,  a r r d
J c r r r '  ( i .  F l o l c n t ,  

" ( a l h o l i c  
S c l r r x r l  I l c l i g i o r r s' f t - : r in ing  

Ve r  sus  Ac lo lcsc t ' r r l  l l l r ckgr r run t l  and
O r i c n t a t i ( ) n :  l l o  ( o r l l l r r u l i r t  S t L t c l i e s , " , \ i r r r t ,
I )QDt t  . lo t r r r ru l  o l  l ) ! t t  u tu t t t ,6  (Spr  ing  1975) ,  pp .
59-6.+.

n  E l i se t r  N .  \ ' l cncgusso,  "Ar r  
I r rves l iga l ion  o l  the
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E x p o s u r c  l ( )  S c v e n t l l  c l a r  A i l r e n t i s l  I : d r r c i t l i o t r ,
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S c v c r r l h - t l a r  A t l v t r r t i s t  S t h o o l s  r l  l l t e  P a c i l i c
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"Ncver g ivc thcrn occi ts ion to s i lv ,  'nL)

man c: l res lor  rnv s()u l . '  "1  
D

Wartdy  Her t ta r tde : .  i . s  I ) i r t ' c to r  o f  the  St t t -
de t l t  A .ss is tun t t  Progrur r t  u t  Wal lu  Wul lu
Co l lcge ,  Co l lega P luc t ,  Was l t i t tg to r t .  S l tc  i s  u
s ta te  ( 'e r l i l i ed  t ' l te ru i t t l  depat rd .nc \ ,  (oun-

se lo r  and reg is ta re t l  nur . \c ,  \ r , i t l t  u  dagrec  in
sot' iul yrtrk.

NOTES ANI )  REI :F ]RENCES

I  D.  C.  McBr idc ,  P .  B .  Mutc l r ,  R .  I - .  Duc l le r ' ,  A .  G.
Ju l ian ,  and \ { ' .  H .  Bcavcn,  "Ac lven l i s ts ,  

Drugs ,  and
a Chang ing  Church , "  A t l t  e r t t i s t  Rc l i c r r ;  66 :22
( i u n c  l ,  1 9 8 9 ) ,  p p .  1 2 . 1 . 1 .

r  As  uscd in  thc  c locuntcn t ,  thc  r ro rc l  r / r r rg
n leant  an \  rn ind-a l tc r ing  c l rcn t ica l ,  inc lud ing
a lcoho l .

r  E f lcn  G.  Whi te ,  D le  l l i r t i s r r t  o l  Hau l ing
(Mounta in  V icu ' ,  Ca l i f . :  Pac i f i c  Prcss  Pub l ish ing
Assn. ,  1969) ,  p .  172.
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t c s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s e l e c t i o n ,  a n d
i m p l e m c n t a t i o n ,  f o r  f a c u l t v  a n d
admin is t ra to r  t ime,  and fo r  des ign ing
and ( )p t '  ra t inF  t ( 'n lcd ia l  p r t - rg ran ts . "

Organizational Framework
F ina l l v ,  con tpc tcncv  tcs t ing  wou ld

n c c c l  s o m e  t v p c  o l '  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
tranreu'ork in ordcr for thc svstem to
I t r n t l i , r n  p r ' ( ) p e r l \ .  I t  i s  d o u h r  l u l  t h a t
a n v  c l c n o n t i n : r t i o n a l  b o a r d  a t  i l
n a t i o n a l  l c v c l  c o u l d  c l i c t a t e  r v h a t
i isscssrncl l l  progr. lms \vould bc imple-
t l t ( 'n te ( l  l t l  L . \  L . r \  t ' o l l cg t '  o r  un i \ ' ( ' r s i t \ .

\ 4 i r n \  \ l t r l r ' s  n t : i l r d t l i ' o l  l  ( . q u i r ( ' I h a t
spcc i t i c  rcc lu i rcn tcn ts  bc  met ,  sL lch  i l s
ex i t  r ' \an l ina t ions  fo r  tcachcrs ,  A IDS
ccluc.rt ion pr '()gralns, or cl istr ict pol icv
s t i l t cnrcn ts  l cgard ing  rc l ig ion  w i th in
p t rb l i c  schoo ls .  A f tc r  rnand i t t ing  such
r -equcs ts ,  thc  s la tc  p rov idcs  ccono l t t i c
a s s l s t a n c c ,  t r a i n i r r g  s c t n i n a r s ,  a n c i
rn()clcl  pr()glams. This appro:rch is
s u c c c s s l u l  b c c a u s c  t h c  n e c c s s u r v
.  hung, . '  L  iu r  h ( '  l r (  (  o rnp l i sh( ' r l  r r  i l l ro r r l
rna . io r  inc ( )nvcn icncc  to  thc  ins t i tu t ion .
S o n ' r c t l ' r i n g  s i r r r i l a r  c o u l c l  b c  c l o n c
\ \ ' i th in  thc  c lenor t r ina t ion  in  l ' egarc l  to
n s s c s s m e n t  p r ( ) g | a n t s  l o r  c o l l c g c
s l  udcn l  s .

Thc  abovc  pro l ) lems and p lccond i -
t lo l rs  a l ' c  l lo t  insur - l loL ln tab lc  obs t i r -
c lcs  to  i r r rp lc rnenta t ion  o f  a  tcs t in t t
p l ' ( )g ran t .  Ho$cve r  c l i f  f  i cu l t  thc r  rnar ,
be  to  so lvc ,  thcv  s l tou l t l  l t ( ) t  bc  L lsed as
cxcL lscs  lo l  la i l r - r rc  lo  c leve lop  assess-
nlcl l t  prog|i l lDS.

t laking Assessment Work
Assunr ing  tha t  a l l  t l ' r c  p rcconc l i t ions

lo l  assessmcnt  a re  n tc t ,  thc rc  a rc  s t i l l
s o n r c  l L r n c l a m c n t a l  p r i n c i p l c s  t h a t
must  bc  lo l lo rvcc l .  Thcsc  rc la te  to  thc
acade in ic  pu t 'pose and ph i losophv o f
the  ins t i tu t i r )n ,  the  invo lvcn tcn t  o f ' thc
facu l tv  in  asscssrnent ,  anc l  the  bcnc f i t s
to bc gairred br str-rclents, facultr ' ,  ancl
t h c  i n s t i t u t i o n .

Asscssn-rernt ntLlst be cl irect lv t iecl t<r
t h c  g u i d i r r g  p u r l ) o s L ' o l  t h e  i n s r i t r r -
t ion . r ( r  Th is  requ i rcs  deve lop ing . i  wr i t -
ten  ph i losophv tha t  g ives  d i rcc t ion  to
the  dcve lopnten t  o f  acadcmics ,  s ta r tes
long- and short-tcrm goals, i ind out-
l ines  ins t ruc t iona l  methodo logr , .

Facu l tv  n tus t  no t  on lv  be l ievc  tha t
requ i r ing  competenc ics  i s  csscnt ia l ,
bu t  must  a lso  assume ownersh ip  and
respons ib i l i t v  fo r  the  program.r r  Th is
rcqu i rL 's  tha t  ther  pcrcc i \ ' c  asscssmcn l
as posit ive, not punit ivc. For cxarnplc,
assessment test ing should not be used

for teachc-r evaluations because i t
creates a negative reaction among
facultv, causes confl icts between fac-
u l t v  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  i n -
creases the probabil i tv that teachers
wi l l  teach t t r  thc  res t .  Us ins  the  tes ts
fo r  teacher  cva lua t ions  mi r  a lso  bc
i l lega l  in  man\ '  loca l i t i cs .

A successful assessment program
c f f e c t i v e l r ,  r e d i r c c t s  f a c u l t v  a n d
admin is t ra t i vc  cncrg \  lo rvard  teach-
ing ar"rd learning. As a result,  thcv vierv
cf ' fect ivc teaching as a priori tv, giving
rnore  a t tcn t ion  to  ana lvz ins  the  cur -
l i t  u lum,  ( ' xan l in ing  cours ( .  goa ls  and
ob.ject ivcs, anci rcorgi lnizing teaching
ass lgnmcnts .

S tudcnts ,  as  rvc l l  as  facu l tv ,  must
perccivc bcncfi ts to bc gaincd frorn
asscss l ren t . r :  Thc  rcsu l ts  corn ins  in
l r o n t  t  o l l e g c s  l h l r t  h a r  r ,  u t i l i z r . d  s u t ' h
programs ind ica tc  tha t  thc i r  s tudcnts
arc indccd lc;rrning ntore. Northcast
M i s s o u r i  C o l l c g e  s t L r d e n t s  s h o r v e d
i tnpr t ' ss iv r '  i r r rp rovr . rn t .n ls  in  ma lh t ' -
rna t ics  tcs t  scorcs  a f te r  thc  schoo l  rcc -
ogn izcd  c lc f  i c icncv  in  thc  a rca  and
incorporartecl mathernatics i tcross thc
teach ing  cur r i cu lum.

Scr. e ral Florida col lcgcs re ported
increascs  in  s tudent  rcad ing  pcr f ( ) r -
n rance a t te  r  thcv  in tp le  mcntcd  an
a s s c s s l n c n t  p r o g r i l m .  S r _ r c h  | c s u l t s
suggcsl that thc lcarrning proccss i tsclf
n rav  bc  cnhanccd th rough asscssment .
l n t L ' r  l i ( ' \ \ ' s  \ \ i t h  s l r r t l t ' n t s  t h c r c  i n c l i -
ca tcc l  g rowth  in  indcpcndcnt  inqu i rv
anc l  g rca tc r -  in tc rcs t  in  l carn ing ,  rvh ich
was zrscribccl to thc spccial charactcr
o i  thc  schoo l ' s  con tpc tcncv  l l sscss-
m c n t - b a s e d  c u r r i c u l u m . r r  S u c h  e v i -
c le  ncc  ind ica tcs  tha t  asscssmcnt  cou lc i
p ron lo lc  bc t tc r  academic  s tander rds ,
c r -ca tc  an  advantagc  in  ob ta in ing  job
pr()spccts, proviclc bcttcr opportuni-
t ies  fo r  s tudcnts  to  cn tc l -  more  sc lcc -
t ivc gracluatc pr()gl ' i lms, as rve l l  as
i l rc r -casc  thc i r  accornp l i shn ten t  and
sc l l -e  s tce  l t  l .

Conclusion
Sincc  bc t te l  t cs t  resu l ts  secm to

br-r i ld conf idencc in facultr, ' ,  enhancc
l r r ' r  u i t n l ( ' n t  c l f o r  l s ,  l t n d  a l t t a ( ' t  b L . t t e r
s tudents ,  succcss fu l  asscssment  p ro-
g l . a m s  h a v e  i n r ' r ' c a s . ' d  t h e  r ( , s p c c t
shown to  ins t i tu t ions  bv  the i r  cc ln -
s t  i l u r ' n t  r ' .

Bcc:rusc of issucs of accountabi l i t t , ,
cos t ,  and qua l i t r ' ,  the  demand fo r
zrssessmcnt u' i l l  not quicklv fade. The
d i f fe  r t 'n t  t '  bc tu  ccn  i i  f i r s r - ra te  and a
th i rd - ra te  cducat ion  is  rea l  and has
l i felong effccts.r{ Thcrcfore, i t  is essen-
t ia l  tha t  each ins t i tu t ion  pursue the
chant lus  i t sc l f .  ra thcr  than rva i t  fo r
such programs to be imposed bv out-
sroe agencles.

I n c o r p o l a t  i n u  a s s c s s m e n t  i n t o
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  h i g h e t '  e d u c a t i o n




