
News Notes

Freedoms Foundation
At Valley Forge

A lbacher's Impressions

BY N. GORDON THOMAS

he b i t te r  rv in tc r  o f  1777-
1778 was w i thout  doubt
thc  lowest  po in t  fo r  thc
r t 'be  l  t  uus t '  i r r  th r '  r .n t i r r '
A m c r i c a n  R c v o l u t i o n a r y
War. ln rcal i tv, hor.vevcr,

thc Unitcd Statcs of Arnerica rvas born
in  thosc  h i l l s  ius t  l8  mi lcs  nor thwcs t  o f
Ph i ladc lph ia ,  Pcnr rs r ' l r ' : rn iu .

Vallcv Forgc proved to bc thc tur-n-
ing point in thc birth of a natior-r.
Washington and his troops, suffcr ing
through thar t  d isnra l  w in te r ,  wc ln  the
svmpathv  o f  thc  pcop lc ,  and u l t i -
mate lv  won thc  he : r r t  o f  thc  na t ion .  He
fu l l v  descrvcs  thc  t i t le  "F i rs t  

in  rvar ,
f i rst in pczrcc, ancl f i rst in the hcarts o[
h is  count r l 'men. "

Todav i t  is onlv f i t t ing that a largc
cclnfercnce ccnter shoukl be cstab-
l ishcd as a memorial at Val lcv Forsc.
C a l l c d  F r c e d o m s  F o u n d r r l i o n ,  t h i s
complex inclucles rcsidcncc bui ldines,
a n  c d u c a l i o n l r l  r ' c n l t ' r  r v i t h  d i n i n L {
fac i l i t i es  and r 'on fc lcn . .  r . r , rmr ,  an
admin is t ra t i vc  bu i ld ine  tha t  houses
threc  l ib ra r ics ,  an  in t t ' rd . . r rominat ionu l
chape l ,  and a  beaut i lu l l v  landscapcd" lndepcndencr '  

Gardcn. "
Founded in 1949, Frccdoms Foun-

dation is nonprofi t ,  nonpoli t ical,  and
n o n s e c t a r i a n .  I t s  p u r p o s e s  a r e  

" t o

crea te  and bu i l c l  an  undcrs tand ins  o f
thc  Const i tu t io r r  and B i l l  o f  R igh ts - ,  t t . r
preserve and perpetuatc the principles
and ideas of thc Unitcd States of
Amer ica ,  to  advance the  cause o f
human dignitv, frcedom and the free
enterprisc svstem; to develop respon-
sible cit izens and makc Americans
proud of America."

Through cooperation with inst i tu-
t ions such as Pennsvlvania State and
Drexel universit ies, Freedoms Foun-
dation can award both graduate and
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u n d e r g r a d u a t c  c r e d i t  f o r  v a r i c . r u s
rvorkshclps and scminars. Elemcntarl
and h igh  s .ho t . , l  le r th t ' r ' :  shou ld  b i '
aware  o f  the  number  and qua l i t v  o f
the programs ai 'ai lablc each summcr
and the fact that ful l  scholarships are
provided.

In  the  summer  o f  1989 the  fo l lou ' ing
t o p i c s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d :  G r a d u a t e
seminars on the American iudiciarl . :

the Const i tu t ion,  thc Bi l l  o f  Rights,  ancl
rcsponsiblc cit izenship; free t:nter-
p r i se ,  p r i va t i za t i on ,  and  soc ia l i sm
todav; workshops on the American
R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  C i v i l  W a r ,  a n d
Spanish-American Heritage (the Cali-
fornia missions).

I  decided to apph' for  three of  these
courses that f it rnv schedule for the
summer, and rvas adrnitted to two of

them even though I submitted mv
appl ica l ion a b i t  la te.

On August 20 I arrivc-d at Vallev
Forge to at tend the "Phi ladelphia,

Delarvare Valler," u,orkshop on the
Amcr i t 'an Rt 'vo lu l ion.  Hcrc are somc
excerpts fr<-rm mv diarv about those
fivc interesting davs:

Sunday, August 2O
Arr ivcd at  2:00 and set t led into mv pr i -

vate dormitorv roont .  A gct-acquainted
c o c k t a i l  h o u l  u , a s  s c h e d u l c d  f o r  4 : 0 0 ,
r . r 'h ich I  sk ipped. Wc had an cxcel lcnt
c l inncr in the cafetcr ia at  6:00 and an or icn-
tat ion lecture at  7:00 bv Ri ta Balbus,  d i rcc-
tor  and toul  guidc for  the rvor-kshop. She
cxplaincd that  she tcaches historv in a pain-
l c s s  f a s h i o n ,  d e a l i n g  r v i t h  p c r s o n a l i t i e s
nrorc than rv i th st ra ight  h istor ical  narra-
t i v c .

tonday,  August  2 l

We travelcd to Washington's Crossing
Statc Pzrrk,  rvher-c Washington crossed thc
Dclarvarc Rive r  to at tack the Hessian garr i -
son at  Trcnt()n.  Af te l  a lour o l ' the Hessian
barracks at  T 'enton,  wc wcnt on in the
al tcrnoon to Pr inceton Batt lc l ic ld.  Later
rvc t r . rured thc carnpus ol 'Pr inccton Unive r-
s i lv  and Narssau Hal l .  In the evening,  rvc
hc:rrd an outstanding lectulc bv Randal l
Mi l lcr ,  prof  essol  of  h istorv at  St .  Joscph's
Urr ivels i tv  in Phi laclc lphia,  cnt i t lcd 

"The

Social  and Pol i t ical  Mcanins of  Amcr ican
Rcr,o lut ionalr  War la lc."

Trresday, August 22
Todav's adventure took us to the Brandv-

i r i n t ' B l l l l t ' l i e  l c l .  I h t ' r r  l o  E n l t t r t a  C l o i s t t i r .
l oun t l t ' d  l r r  (  on t  t r c l  B r ' i s s t ' l  i n  1712 .  Thes t .
seventh-c lav sabberthkcepers nursed morc
than -500 solc l icrs rvouncle c l  ,at  the Batt le of
Brandvrv inc.  Ephrata is  in thc heal t  oI
Pcnnsv l van iu  Du tch  coun t r l '  (An r i sh  and
Mennoni tc)-a beaut i fu l  tour on a bcaul i -
I  u l  dav .  I n  t hc  evcn ing  an  unusua l  evcn t :  

"A

Vis i l  Frorn a Cont inental  Soldier"  bv Paul
Sanborn,  r . r ,ho dlcsscd ancl  actcd thc part  o[
; r  l i g h t  i n l a n l r r r r r a r r  i r r  t h t .  ( o n l i n t ' n r t r l
Arrnr ' .  Vcrv i r t fo lnrat ive as rvel l  as inter-
cst ing.

Wednesday, August 23

Thc  t ' n l  i r c  n ru t  n i ng  \ \  as  sp ( ' n l  l ou r i ng
Val let  Forge Nat ioni i l  Histor ical  Park and
i ts muse um. I t  covcrs a large area.  and was
t n e d c  i n t o  i r  r r u l i o n l r l  p " '  k -  i n  1 9 7 6 .  I n  t h t '
af ternoon "vc had a guided lecturc tour of
Frcedoms Fourrdat ion i tsc l f ,  located rv i th in
thc boundar ies of  the park.  The cvening
lecture was 

"Rebels 
in Pct t icoats"  bv Ri ta

Ba lbus ,  show in ; :  t h (  i r npu r l an l  pa r t  p l aved
b r  uomcn  i n  l he  R t ' r ' o l u t i un .

Thursday, August 24
Wc traveled to the Paol i  Massacrc Si te,

r r  he  r c  t h . '  B l i t i sh ,  t ak i ng  no  p r i sune  r s ,
bavonc t t ed  An re r i can  s< - r l d i e r s  unde r
General  Anthonr,  Wavnc.  We also v is i ted the
fullv rcstc.rred Peter Wcntz Farm, rvhich
Washington used as his headquartcrs for
some t ime .  In the af ternoon, on to German-
town and thc Cl ivedon Mansion,  the scene

Cont inued on page 47
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could prove extremelv beneficial. If
done properlv, it could increase the
competencv of the svstem, of individ-
ual institutions, of academic depart-
ments,  and of  inst ructors and stu-
dents. Since there are a number of
legitimate ways to implement such a
program, assessment would probablr.
not prove excessivelv complex.

The  poss ib i l i t i es  f o r  success  a re
h igh ;  t he  r i sks  a rc  re la t i ve l v  l o r v .
Thercfore i t  would bc worthwhi lc  lor
Adven t i s t  co l l eges  to  imp lemen t
assessment programs for their stu-

structive discharge," r.r 'hich mav opcn
the wav to a legal act ion al leging
r.vrongful discharge.

9. Review vour emplovee handbook.
Ask  a  labor  a t lo rnev  to  examinc  the
handbook before i t  is distr ibuted, and
t o  r e v i c u ' a n v  c h a n g e s  t h a t  a r e
p lanned.  Handbooks  o f ien  cover  thc
fol lorving areas:

Probationary Periods
(or other appropriate terminology)
Dc[init ion
Length
Exte nsions

Grievance Procedures
Steps to bc lol lorvcd
Al te rna t ives  1 i f  an t )

Employee Access to Personnel File(e)
State larv
Timc franres

Progressive Levels of Discipline
Eva lua t ions
O[f cnscs nreri l ing various levcls
Vcrbal rvarnings
Wri l ten r.varnings
Probation
Tinrc lrzrnrcs

Termination
Proced urcsr
Se tt le mcnt
Relcasc startcrnent

Compensation / Benef its / Retirement
Philosophr. '
Emplovcc/cntplovcr part icipation

Cortsistertt 'y and luirness are thc kcy
rvo t  ds  to  t ( 'n lL .n lbL ' r  rvh t 'n  r l cs ign ing
an cmplovcc- re la t ions  po l i c r ' .  As  k rng
as  thcsc  conccpts  a l 'e  pu t  in to  ac t ion ,
and l incs  o f  con tmun ica t ion  arc  kco t
op t 'n ,  t  h t '  th l t 'a l  o f  wrong l  u l  d is t  h r r rge
l i t i g a t i o n  r n a v  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l v  r c -
d u c c d . '

Awarcncss of potcntial r isks r-e lat ive
to the topics ct ivercd in this colunrn
and thc two prcvious colunrns-scxuatl
harassmcnt ,  scxua l  abusc ,  and wrong-
fu l  te rnr ina t ion- is  css t 'n t ia l  in  o rd . l r
to rcduce possiblc l iabi l i tv. Prevcntive
mcasures as wcl l  as suidel incs f 'or
h a n d l i n g  a n  a c c u s a t  i J n  / c o m p l a i n t
nrust be in place beloresuch situations
arise in order to safeguard against
unjust and unlawful acts.

H o w e v e r ,  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e
issucs ,  cach pcrson,  rvhc thcr  e  mp lor  ec
or cmplover, administrator or pol icv
maker ,  must  keep in  mind  h is  respon-
s ib i l i t l ' to  conduct  bo th  persona l  bus i -
n r ' ss ,  as  rv t ' l l  as  lhc  Lord 's  bus incss ,  in
a Christ l ike manner. I f  this ool icv is
r e f l c c t c d  t h r o u g h  " c v e r \  

a c t i o n ,
thought, and deed"6 i t  wi l l  offer the
greatest protection and the greatest
rewards

t 'or the General Conlerence ol SDA Risk
M a n a g e m e n t  S e r l i c e . s ,  S i l y e r  S p r i n g ,
Mart' land.

NOTES AND REITERENCF,S
I  S ince  cach geograph ic  loca l i t r  has  spec i f i c

l a r v s  g o l c r n i n g  c n t p l o r n t e n t ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
shou ld  contac t  an  a t to rne \  knorv lec lgcab le .  about
the .  loca l  s ia tu rcs  fo r  ac lv ice  and c la r i f i ca t ion
of  thcse  issucs .

:  Thc  te rnr  e t t tpkx  nre t t t -a t -  u '111 rncans  tha t  the
emplover  has  the  r igh t  to  tc rmina tc  an  emplovee
at  an \  t imc,  to r  anv  rcason,  o r  fo r  no  reason.  A lso
thc  er rp lovee has  a  r igh t  to  te r ln ina tc  h is  o r  hcr
cmplovnrent  a t  an \  t in te ,  fo r  anv  rcason,  o r  fo r  no
rcason.

r  ln  the  Un i tcc l  S t : l tes ,  Bona F ide  Occupat iona l
Oua l i f i ca t ions  (BFOQ's)  a rc  pcrnr i t t cd  fb r  scx ,
rc l ig ion ,  and n ; r t iona l  o r ig i r r  undcr  T i t l c  V I l ,  Sec
t ion  70- l (a ) ,  C iv i l  R ighrs  Ac t ,  1964.

I  Se c  Nor th  Anrcr ic :u t  l ) i l  i s ion  Work ing  Po l ic r ' .
'  R i s k  M u r t u g c l r c r r l  . s c r l i r . c r  ( ) t r i d c l i n e . s -

Wntng l t t l  Ter r r t i r tu tkn t ,Scptcnrbcr  1987.
6 [] l len C. Whitc, Palridr(' l t.s ttrtd [ 'roplrcts

(Mounta in  V ie r r ,  (a l i1 . :  Pac i l i c  Pr t ' ss  Pub l ish ing
Assn. ,  191.3) ,  p .  3011.
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t-rf  acl ion bctrve cn Washington's tr-oops :rnd
t h r '  B r i t i s h  u  l r , r  , , t ,  u p i t . t l  i l .

Friday, August 25
'Ihis 

dav w'e hacl a conventional historic
t ( )u r -  o l  co lon ia l  Ph i lac lc lph ia ,  inc lud ing
Ind( 'p (nr len( ( .  H l l l ,  th r .  l - ih t ' r ' l r  R t . l l  P lv i l -
i o n ,  C a l p c n t ( r " .  l l l r l l , : r r i t i  (  h r i : l ' s  C l r u r t . h .
A l l  in  a l l ,  a  c lu i tc  in fo r rn : r t i vc  and cxc i t ing
wcck.

Schoo l  ac l l t ) in is t ru to rs  shor - r ld  bc
a w a r c  t h a t  F l c c d t ) n t s  F ( ) u n d a t i o n
prcscnts pr()granrs in thc school svs-
I t ' m  t h r o r r g h o u l  t h c  U n i r t ' d  S l a l t . s .
T h r o u g h  (  ( ) ( ) p ( . t ' l r t i ( ) n  \ v i l h  l h L .  A m t ' r i -
can Lcgiolt ,  this founclat ion sponsors
I-narnt '  cxccl lcnt pr 'ogtarns, sentlnars,
and rvorkshol-rs.

Thc  Anrcr - i can  Leg ion  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia
scnt rnore than 40 tcachers to the Dcla-
u/arc Vallcv Workshop. Thc St. Hel-
c n a  P o s l  p r r i d  l o r  m v  h o o k s  a n d  l h e
$500 tuit ion charsc. Frcecloms Fcrun-
dation also has a nation;r l  awards pro-
gram opcn f or appl icants in both cdu-
ca t ion  and c i t i zcnsh ip  ca tegor ies .

Tbpics for 1990 programs include"The 
Amcr ican Revo lu t ion"  (Bos ton  to

Philadclphia; Charlottc, North Caro-
l ina to Philadclphia; and Philadelphia/
Delarvare Vallev; "Thc 

Civi l  Wav" (the
e a s t e r n  c a m p a i g n s ) ;  a n d  

" H i s p a n i c

American Hcritage" (the Cali fornia
missions). Five one-rveck u'orkshops
rvi l l  bc ht. ld bcl r. l  ucn J une 24 and
August 24.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w r i t e  t o
Freedoms Foundation at Val lev Forge,
Va l lcv  Forge,  PA 1948t  D

Dr. N. Gordon Thonrus is Profe.ssor ot' His-
tr-try and Chainnan of the Histor,- Depart-
tnent at Pacilic Union College, Angwin,
Californict

dents.

Dr. Dale Johnson v,'as Chairman of t lte
Departtnent of Education and Pst'cltologt'
a t  Wal la  Wal lu  Co l lege,  Co l lege p lace ,

Wash ing ton ,  y ,hcn  he  y , ro te  lh is  a r t i t . le .  He
b cur ren t ly  Super in tendent  o f  Edt rca t ion

Itr the Wasltington Conlercnca ol SDA,
Bothell, Washingtut.
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the nature t-rf  thc w<.rrk.
8. Bervare of sidel ining an enrplovee,

that is, removing him from his current
posit ion and placing him in a less
desirable iob in order to avoid termi-
nation. I f  the entplovL.c resigns from
thc un$'anted posit ion, he or she mav
chargc  thc  o rgan iza t i t - rn  rv i th  "con-

D

D

Ruth E. Parish is Director ol Personnel
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