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T H E  J O U R N A L  O F  A D V E N T I S T  E D U C A
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Depar tmcnt  o f  Educat ion  o f  the  Genera l
C lon l  c rencc .
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c lass  mai l ing .pard  a t  S i l ver  Spr ing ,  Man. -
land,  and add i t iona l  ma i l ins  o f f i cc .  p lea ie
send a l l  changes o f  addrcs i to  Southrves t -
e rn  Co lorGraph ics ,  P .O.  Box  677,  Keene,
TX 76059,  inc lud ing  bo th  o ld  and nerv
address. Address all editorial and advcrtis-
ing  cor respondence to  the  Ed i to r .  Copt ' -
r igh l  @ l9q0 Gencra l  Con lercncc  o [  SDA.
POSTMASTER: Send addregs changs to
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TION, P.O. Box 677, Keene, TX 75059.

Eclitorial

THE HOUSE OF LIFE
one of the painful i ronies of being a sponsor of Seventh-dav Adventist edu-

cation is the discoverv, as onc travels the world around, that, while non-SDA
famil ies of prominenie in various nations enthusiasticai lu . trppo.i  our school
s,vstem, more and m<-rre church members of means, the vuppie type, arc
desert ing the church's svstcnl for what thev suppose to be bettei education
elsewhe-re.

Currentlv, thc SDA K-12 enrol lment rvorldwidc is nearing the 700,000 mark
(692,395). But of these onlv 5l percent, or 353,121, are chi ldrcn of thc church.
with thc latest stat ist ics from the General conference church Ministr ies
Departmcnt placing the potcntial pool of school-age chi ldren at 3, 131,034, this
means that wc are rcal ly serving onlv some | 1.27 perccnt of our vouth. Is this
an adcquatc ministrv or investmcnt in the education of thc vouth of our
churchcs r.vho thcnrselvcs reprcscnt somc 51.49 percent of our membership?r

we rcadi lv admit that Adventist education cannot be ful lv implemcnted in
al l  nations at thc momcnt, but cven as wc al lou, for historical or ool i t ical vari-
ablcs, wc have to rccclgnize that there is a signif icant gap in whai wc ers par-
ents, pastors, and church administrators can do for the growing fract ion of a
burgcon ing  mcmhr ' rsh ip .

Perhaps we have fal lcn short in maintaining and equipping our schools so
as to makc them rcprescntative in thc evcs of our middle-class members.
Howevcr, sccular matcrial ism is lcading manv to view "exccl lcnce" 

divorccd
f rom s t rong cornnr i tmt 'n l  to  va lues ,  as  a  gc ,a l  wor thv  lo  pursuc .  Do we n t_r
longcr  bc l i t ' vc  lha t  thc  goa l  o l  t ' duca l ion  lnd  rcd t 'mpt ion  "u re  

onc"?
When Moscs studied in Egvpt, the palacc schools werc known as "the 

house
of l i fc." As a prospectivc Pharoah, Moscs was equipped bv such schools to
bccomc, among manv possibi l i t ies, pol i t ical hcad, f inancial administrator,
health cducartor, mil i tarv lcadcr, and a son of the gods. H.wever, i t  was the
earlv tutelagc of godlv parcnts, and the later training bv God through cxi le,
that lcd hirn to count "disgracc 

for thc sakc of christ ol greatcr value than
the trcasurcs of Egypt, bciausc hc was looking ahcad foi his rcward"
(Hebrcr.vs I l :26, NIV).,

We would bc darft  to argue that thc schools of the land do not offer. rrrany
amenit ics and ski l ls thart r.vi l l  hclp the vouth to makc i t  in l i fe. But is thc ult i -
matc goal of Christ ian pzrrcnts and thcir shephcrds the cquipping of their
offspring for succcss in a sccular carccr? Or arc wc seekingfo preparc ou.
f lock for studv and scrvicc both now and in thc hereaftcr?

Thc secming lack of commitment on thc part of consti tucncics, and thc
local pastorate in gencral,  to put thc ncccssarv cffort into support ing and
maintaining a school svstcm that is attract ive tcl  many of our workers and
financial lv ablc mernbcrs, makes manv in the educational communitv wonder
i l  t h c  c h u r c h  r c a l l r  b e l i e v c s  i n  t h c  t o t a l  c d u c a t i o n  o I  o u r  c h i l d r c n .

Somc of us have alwavs felt  that our schools should bc thc oacesetters for
the fulf i l lmcnt of vision and mission; but as thc. church has nc.slected t<-l
promote with vigrtr the virtucs of such an education, many educat<-rrs are
bcginning to feel that the schools rvi l l  r isc no higher than thcir consti tuents
and their lcaders. Is this rvhat the church wants? Or docs i t  wish a svsrem
that wi l l  do evervthing possible to cooperate in the preparation and salvation
of our vouth?

lf wei trulv wish to save our voung people, then in this period of focus on
global strategies, we need to reaff irm^oui dedication and support for a
total ministrv to the church, one that includes education-the house
of l i fe.
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NOTES AND REFERENCES

I Church Ministries figures are from 3rd quarter, 1989; other statistics are from the GC World
Report  1988. Current  membership of  thc church is  6,080,531.

r From llol.v Bible: New Inlernational l.zersion. Copvright o 1978 bv the New York International
Bible Societv. Used bv permission of Zondervan Bible Publishcrs.

SUI!,IMER 1990 5 ADVENTIST EDUCATION


