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Colorful and C hall"nging
Education
By L. Herbert Fletcner

I  n  In te r -Amcr ica  Scven lh-dav  Ad-
I  v c n t i s t  c d u c a l i o n  c o n t i n u c s  t o  b e
colorful and chal lcnging. Thc division
conducts schools in countr ies cln the
mainland from Mcxico south throuch
Cent ra l  Amer i t 'a  to  Co lombia ,  Vcnc-
zuela, and the Guvanas, as well  as
through<-rut the Caribbean Islands.
School is conductcd in lour maior
languages-Span ish ,  Eng l ish ,  Fr t 'nch ,
and Dutch .

Education in the Intcr-Amcrican
Division prescnts unique chal lengcs.
During this quinquennium we have
had earthquakcs, hurr icanes, and
volcanic cruptions, as well  as rcvolu-
t i<-rns in sevcral countr ics, rr lus thc
cha l lengr .  o f  k t ' cp ing  par .c  w i rh  thc
accelerat ing grorvth of evangcl ism.

This rcport wi l l  offcr gl impses int<t
thc various levels of Adventist educa-

t ion in Inter-Amcrica-graduatc,
undergradua lc ,  sccond i rv ,  and
e lemcntarv .

Graduate Education
Graduate cducaticln in Intcr-
Amcrica, up unti l  1989, u'ars con-
ductcd onlv through cxtension pro-
grams bv Andrews and Lomar Linda
universit ies. Andrcrvs Universitv cur-
rcn t lv  o l le rs  th rcc  p rograms in  rc l ig -
ion, onc in education, and one in
administrat ion in our division. Cur-
rcntlv, wc are in the proccss of ncgcl-
t iat ing onc rr lorc, in rcl igious cduca-
t ion, with cmphasis on m:rrr iagc and
familv. Enrol lment ranges from 22 to
6 0  s t u d c n t s .

Through our relat ionship rvith
Loma Linda, four publ ic health pro-
grams are taught. The total con-
trol led enrol lment in publ ic hcalth is
200. This program is currcntlv run
under the auspices of the hc:r l th
d t 'pur tmr 'n t  t - ' l  Ih t '  d iv is ion .

Loma Linda Univcrsitv also offcrs
a graduatc cxtcnsion dcgrce in ad-
ministrat ion arnd leadership. At the
graduat i t - rn  cxerc iscs  he ld  in  Novcnr -
ber  1989,  6 l  s tudents  rece ivcd
dt 'g recs .  Cur r r 'n th  wc  ar ( .  ncgot ia t ing
the Special ist in Education dcgree. At
the  mumcnt ,  thc re  a r t '  40  s tu t - l r 'n ts
l ined up for cach o[ two programs to
begin in 1990.

At our division Board of Hi{:her
E d u e a t i o n  m c c t i n g  i n  1 9 8 8  r v e
rccommcnded two graduatc pro-
grams passed on to us from Monte-
morelos Universitv. Thesc programs
have been studicd bv a survev team
l rom the  Gencra l  Con lercncc  ln tc r -
national Board of Education, and
ac tua l l v  began in  1989-1990.  Con-
trastcd rvith our extension programs,
r.vhich go for four or five vears bv
summers ,  thesc  rv i l l  be  ongo ing .

Undergraduate Education
The Inter-American Division con-
t inues to offer nine undersraduate
programs,  inc lud ing  s tud ies  a t  our
seminarv in Cuba. Several events
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took place during the quinqucnnium
1985-1990.  Thesc were:

2.

l . Undergraduate extension pro-
grams were moved from Monte-
morelos to the Cuba Se minarv,
where 20 students wil l receive the
bachelor 's  degree in 1991.
A similar program at Colegio
Adventista Secundario in Nicara-
gua provides two years of ministe-
rial training. This will enable us to
supply the Nicaragua Mission with
pastors. Plans are underwav to
t ra in educat ional  workers as wel l .
Currently, with the aid of Advent-
ist Development and Relief
Agency, more land has been
acquired and buildings are being
erected.

Dur ing the 1989-1990 school  vear
Montemorelos Univcrsity began to
offer the first vear of thcology at
both of the boarding academies
in Mexico-Linda Vista and Cole-
gio del Pacific<,r.
Universidad Adventista Domini-
cana, our universitv in the Domini-
can Republic, conducts two exten-
sion programs: one in the south,
on the campus of the dav
academy, Colegio Metropolitano,
in the cit l- of Santo Domingo; and
a second in the north, on the
camDus of Centro Educacional
Adventista, in the citv of Santiag<-r.
Our university in Colombia, Uni-
versidad Adventista Colombiana,
teaches the first year of theologv
on the campus of the boarding

academy, Vcnczuela Vocational
Institutc, located in Nirgua, Vene-
zucla. Prooosals to church and
state have been presented to
upgrade this academv to a univer-
sitv. We are currentlv waiting for
their f inal approval.

Other positive developments
include an increase in l ibrarv hold-
ings,  and several  newlv establ ished
comDuter centers. Each union has
held-teachers' institutes, and indus-
trial development has taken place
with the aid of Inter-American Divi-
sion Health Foods.

During this quinquennium, five of
the colleges and universit ies have
sained General Conference accredi-
iation. Eight of our nine tertiarv insti-
tutions now have church accredita-

5.
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t ion,  and f ive havc fu l l  s tate accrcd-
itation frcln'r their respcctive go\,ern-
men ts .  O f  t hc  t h r ce  r cn ra in ing ,  onc ,
bv an affi l iation agrcemcnt with
Andrcws Universitv, grants Andreu's
degrecs, thcrcbv allowing its gradu-
ates to have an accrcdited dioloma.

Enrol lmenl  at  th is  lcvc l  grcw f rom
3,207 in 1985-1986 to 4,900 in 1988-
1989,  whi le  thc number o[  teachcrs
increased from 329 to 394.

New Buildings
At the tcrtiary level, new buildings
have been constructed cln thc follow-
ing campuses: at Antil l ian Collcge, a
student recreation center; at Carib-
bean Union College, renovation and
expansion of the old press, and a new
librarv; at Montemorelos Universitv,
an amphitheater for the medical
school. a new church. and a new
student center; at Haitian Universitv,
a nerv auditorium rvith eisht class-
rooms,  and new guest  qui r ters on
campus; at West Indies College, a
new librarv.

Evangelistic campaigns, colporteur-
ing, weeks of praver, Ingathering,

routh act i l i t ics,  nncl  bapt isr r rs  a le
rcgular  fcatures of  the educat ion
progranr  in  In l t ' r ' -Arr r , . ' r ' i t  l r .

Baptisms
Ovcral l ,  bctween 1985-1986 and
1988-1989,  12,139 voung peoplc wcre
baptized in thc Inter-Americern Divi-
s ion throush the min is t rv  of  our
schools:  : ,59:  at  thc pr imarr  lcvc l ,
3,710 at  the secondarv level ,  and 691
at the college level.

Secondaty Education
Sccondarv education in Inter-
America continues on apace. There
are 137 schools,  l9  of  which are
boarding academies. Twclvc of these
are free-standing institutions, rvhile
seven are conducted on the cam-
puses of colleges or universit ies
where they share part of the phvsical
plant. The enrollment has grown
from 22,300 to 24,500. During the
quinquennium, 40 of these institu-
tions have earned Board of Resents
accredi tar ion,  l5  havc organizcd Col-
porteur Clubs r.vith the aid of thc
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publ ish ing dcp:r r tmcnts,  and f ivc
havc hard extcnsive building pro.jccts.

Secondarv and primarv cnrollment
rcpresent ninc perccnt o[ thc church
membcrship. Duc chicflv to the polit-
ical situation in somc countries, ele-
mcntarv cnrollment has fallen. Dur-
ing thc pcriod undcr rcvicw, thc
numbcr of schools fcll from 509 to
492, with an cnrollment decrease
from -59.000 to 56.600.

During this Ycar of thc Advcntist
Tcachcr, cach union has hcld rccog-
nition evcnts for teachers.

Here in Intcr-America, wc continue
to trv to maintain a level of 10 per-
ccnt church membership enrollment
in our schools, but admittedly, it is
diff icult to keep pace with evange-
lism. Enroll ing more of the children
of our church remains one of our
ma. lor  chal lenges for  the upcoming
quinquennium. However,  we rcmain
optimistic that with the support of
church members and God's blessings,
Adventist education in Inter-America
r.vill continue to flourish and
expand. E
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