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EtrITORIAL

Global Uision for a
Global Mission
his issue 0f the J0URNAL ini t iates the f i rst  volume of the f inal  decade ol
the 20th century. With i t  we begin t0 def ine and address the issues and
concerns that wi l l  inf luence the c0urse of Seventh-dav Advent ist  educa-
t ron  dur ing  the  nex t  f i ve  years .  But  we w i l l  a lso  be  lo6k ing  ahead to  the
2 ls t  cen tury .  Shou ld  the  Lord  ta r ry ,  and we can pub l ish ,  we w i l l  con t inue
t0 try t0 meet the growing chal lenges of the new century.t0 try t0 meet the growing chal lenges of the new century.

The enormi ty  o f  the  cha l lenges  ahead cou ld  cause us  to  h ide  o i r  heads  in  the
sands o t  negat ion  or  d isbe l ie f .  We cou ld  t ry  to  deny  or  ignore  the  ser ious  eros ion  o f
fa i th  and conf idence in  t rad i t iona l  chu ich  prac t ices  and leadersh io  tha t  has
recent ly  occur red  in  cer ta in  segments  o f  the  church  fami ly .  But  to  do  so  wou ld  be
to downplay the real i ty of  the Enemy, and to deny the dbi l i ty of  our Saviour to
renew His  peop le .

The  mass  i nvas ion  o f  secu la r i sm,  ma te r i a l i sm ,  and  se l f - abso rp t i 0n  t h rough  the
med ia  and  o the r  o rgans  o l  commun ica t i on  has  rocked  the  chu rch ,  s t r i k i ng  espe -
c ia l l y  ha rd  among  i t s  young  and  i t s  educa ted .  Fo r  many ,  chu rch  l i f e  has  cbme to
mean  soc ia l i z i ng  ra the r  t han  p rov id ing  the  bas i s  f o r  a  con fess ing  commun i t y  w i l l -
ing to l ive i ts  creed and support  i t  wi th might  and means.

A number of  issues have reached cr i t ica l  proport ions:
r  The  mu l t i p l i ca t i on  o f  i ndependen t  "m in i s t r i es " ;
o  The  w i l l i ngness  o f  members  t 0  suppo r t  non -SDA-sponso red  p rog rams ,  wh i l e  t he

chu rch ' s  p rog rams  hobb le  a long ;
.  !oung people conforming to popular  cu l ture in  l i fe-sty le issues;
o The gradual ly  decreasing percentage of  income dedi ia ted to miss ions,  as wel l

as the loss of  t i th ing percentages.
These  c r i ses  ca l l  f o r  a  reeva lua t i on  o f  ou r  f ocus  on  m iss ion .  me thods .  and  ooa l s .
Those  o f  us  who  shape  s tuden t  va lues  i n  t he  c l ass room canno t  escap -e  ou r

sha red  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  some  o f  t he  decay  i n  f a i t h  and  i nc rease  i n  doub t  and
b lu r red  v i s i on .  We  mus t  equ ip  ou r  you th  w i t h  more  than  mere  fac t s .  We  mus t
p rov ide  an  examp le  and  o r i en ta t i on  t ha t  w i l l  i nsp i re  t hem to  s t r i ve  f o r  exce l l ence ,
who lesome l i v i ng .  and  a  l i f e  o f  ded i ca ted  se rv i ce .

C lea r l y ,  t he  success  o f  ou r  m iss ion  depends  on  the  e f f ec t i ve  b lend ing  o f  sound
scho la rsh ip  and  i nsp i red  l eade rsh ip  i n  sp i r i t ua l  c0nce rns .  Bu t  an  even  g rea te r
c0nce rn  i s  t he  nega t i ve  f a l l ou t  o f  ou r  f a r l u re  t o  accomp l i sh  t h i s .  We  mus t  re f l ec t
sober ly  about  the potent ia l  impact  on the people we serve,  as wel l  as the loss to the
credib i l i ty  and power o l  the gospel  entrusted to us.

A t  t he  Educa t i ona l  Summi t  he ld  a t  And rews  Un ive rs i t y ,  Ju l y  15 -18 ,  1990 ,  f o l l ow-
ing the recent  General  Conference Session,  our  educat ional  leaders recognized the
impor tance  o f  wo rk ing  toge the r  t o  bu i l d  mora le ,  more  su i t ab le  campuses ,  and
f i nanc ia l  r esou rces ,  t o  s t reng then  ou r  i n te rna t i 0na l  ne two rk ing  t0  f 0 rge  a  s t ronge r
sys tem,  espec ia l l y  a t  t he  t e r t i a r y  l eve l ;  t o  j o i n  hands  w i th  pa ren ts  and  pas to rs  t o
he lp  t he  you th  and  the  w ide r  chu rch  g row  toge the r  t oward  a  sha red  v i s i on .  How-
ever ,  the wor ld educat ion d i rectors a lso p ledged to assis t  each of  our  teachers to
t ru l y  become a  fu l l y  i n teg ra ted  educa t i ona l  p ro fess iona l ,  ded i ca ted  to  t he  g loba l
m iss ion  o f  t he  chu rch .

Y 0 u r  J 0 U R N A L  s t a f f  w i s h e s  t o  j o i n  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  a f f i r m i n g  t h i s
v i s i on  ! -V .S .G .

l l icror s. Griff iths (t934-t9901
For twelve years since 1978, Victor S. Gri f f i ths served
with dist inct ion as editor ol  The Journal of  Advent ist
Educat ion. Under his capable direct ion, the iournal
expanded i t s  c i rcu la t ion ,  upgraded i t s  des ign ,  and pro-
vided substant ial  art ic les for thousands of Advent ist
educators  a round the  wor ld .0n  August  24 ,  wh i le  th is
issue was be ing  read ied  fo r  the  press ,  Dr .  Gr i f f i ths  d ied
unexpectedly.  The editor ial  pr inted above was the last
he wr0te. l t  ref lects his clear understandino of our chal-
lenges ,  h is  pos i t i ve  Chr is t ian  v is ion ,  and h is  te rse  s ty le .

Those who love Advent ist  educat ion wi l l  miss his outstanding contr ibut ic ins.
We are  encouraged,  however ,  by  h is  memory  and by  the  promise  o l  a  f  u tu re
school where God Himself  wi l l  be our teacher throughout al l  eterni ty.

-  H .  M.  Ras i .
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