
R o l a n d  S .  B a r t h ,  I M P R O V I N G
SCHOOLS FROM WlTHlN. San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publish-
ers, 1990. 190 pages, $20.95.

Al lhough the  top ic  o f  th is  book  ts  improv-
rg  pub l i c  schoo ls  r t  p resents  some grea l
deas and strategies that can be used rn
onvate  schoo ls  as  we l l .

Bar th  be l ieves  tha t  schoo ls  can be
mproved f  rom wi th in  i t  p r inc ipa ls  and
teachers develop col legial i ty. Barth's opera-
t iona l  de f in i t ion  o f  co l leg ia l i t y  i s  adu l ts  in
schoo ls  p rac t ic ing  four  spec i f i c  behav io rs .
(1  )  ta lk ing  abou l  p rac t ice ,  (2 )  observ ing  one
another  teach,  (3 )  engag ing  in  work  on  cur -
r rcu lum p lann ing  and deve lopment ;  and (4 )
teacnrng one another  what  they  know
abou l  learn ing  and teach ing  Thus  the
schoo l  becomes a  communi ty  o f  learners ,
young and o ld

Any schoo l ,  la rge  or  smal l ,  pub l i c  o r  p r i
vate, urban or rural,  r ich or poor, can
become a  communi ty  o f  learners  In  such a
communi ly ,  the  pr inc ipa l  i s  no t  the  "head-

master "  o r  "head leacher "  bu t  the  head
learner ,  mode l ing  the  behav io r  he  or  she
wants  teachers  and pup i ls  to  adopt

Bar lh  conc ludcs  h is  book  w i th  a  "V is ion

of  Good Schoo ls  "  He contends  tha t  ' the

qua l i t v  o f  adu l t  re la t ionsh ips  w i th in  a  schoo l
has  more  to  do  wr th  the  qua l i t y  and charac-
te r  o l  the  schoo l  and w i th  the  accompl ish-
menls ol students than any other factor 

"

lmprovtng Schoo/s From Wrthin oflers
practical suggestions for improving schools.
Anyone who cares  about  schoo l  qua l i t y
sbou ld  read r t -Pau l  E  P lummer

Dr. Paul E Plummer rs Prolessor af Educalton
at Pacilic Union College. Angwrn, Calilornta

W e s s  R o b e r t s ,  L E A D E R S H I P
SECRETS OF ATTILA THE HUN.
New York Warner Books, 1987.
Paper, 110 pages, $8.95.
'Shrewd and sensib le "  Provocat ive and

worth remembering "Well written, breezy."
A pr imer on bas c management "  "F i l led

wi th quoles Chr is l ian leaders can use."
F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  s e m i n a r s . "
These br ie l  phrase> oescr ,be L eadership
Secrels of Attt la the Hun, but you wtl have
to read th is  11O-page New York Trmes
best-seller to get its fu I benefrt.

Seventeen puolrsne.s re lec lec Leadet  -
shp Secrets before H Ross Perot received
a copy and bought  700 copies of  tbe sel f -
publ ished edi t ron.  Four Vears la ter  Roberts
sent  h is  manuscr ipt  to  Warner Books They
l iked i t  so wel l  that  wi th in two weeks i t  was
on ils wav to stardom with the New York
frmes best-seller ist

Whi le At t i la  the Hun seems a dubious
candidate upon whom 1o base a metaphor

on leadership, Roberts performed a malor
servrce when he synthesized the relevant
concepts r^ this boo[ Leadership Secrels
does not present a leadership model or sys-
tem.  Rather ,  the  au thor  eva lua ted  the  lead-
ersh ip  p r inc ip les  he  d iscovered in  A t t i la ' s
l i fe -s ty le  and then presen ls  them rn  a
c lear .  readab le  s ty le  These.  he  says  are
"an  

e f fec t i ve  base upon wh ich  to  bu i ld
o ther  sk i l l s  tha t  may be  impor tan t  to  suc-
cess  i r  spec ia l i zed  t ' c lds

The in t roduc t ron  conta ins  a  b r ie f  b io -
graphrca l  summary  o f  A t t  la  tbe  Hun s  l i fe .
fach  c l 'ap ter  beg ns  w i rh  a  v ,gnp l te  based
on accounts  o f  A t t i la ' s  exper rences  These
serve  to  es lab l i sh  a  re fe rence po in t  fo r  the
chap ler  s  npx l  sec t ton  l r  l t ^ re  spcond sec-
l i o n .  A t t i r a  l e c l u r e s  o r  h  s  e a d e r s n i p  p r i r -
c rp les  to  h is  ch ie f ta ins  and Huns rn  a  camp-
' i rp  sp l l  ng  S.nce t l cse  lec tu res  are  no l
t red  to  any  par t i cu la r  head l ine  or  event  o f
A t t i la  s  day  the  reader  can v isua l i ze  h rs  o r
her  own c i rcumslances  and app ly  the  pr in -
crples, whrch transcend age. society, organ-
rza t ron ,  o r  s r tua t ton .

Rober ts  de f rnes  16  pr inc ip les ,  one in
each chaptc r  I  l ro r rgh  thc  A t t i la  lec lu res
Rober ts  loads  each chapter  w i th  s ign i f i can t
q  uo ta t ions .

On mora le  and d isc ip l ine ,  A t t i la  had th is
to  say ,  '  D isc ip l ine  is  no t  suppress ion  l t  i s
Ih .  lpach inq  o f  connc t  ways  expec led  o l
Huns "  Ch ie t ta  ns  never  condone a  lack  o f
e r lher  mora  e  o r  d rsc  p l  ne  They  p lan  fo r
mora  e  and drsc ip  ine l  They  cause t  to
na ppen

C o n c e r n i n g  d c c  s r o n - m a k i n g ,  A t t i l a
says ,  "Nob le  reso lve  to  do  tbe  r igh t  th ing  is
charac le r is t rc  o f  p rudent  dec is ion  mak ing
R e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  d i f t i c u l t  t o
t r ro rovc  u0on.  Lcadcrs  must  p ' t couraqe

creativrty, freedom of act ion and innovation
among the i r  subord ina les .  so  ong as  lnese
ef 'Or lS  are  conSts ten t  wt tn  lhp  no2 \  n i  lhp
t r ibe  or  na t ion  

'

On success Att i la says. "You must
remember  tha t  success  in  your  o f f i ce  w i l l
depend la rge ly  upon your  sus ta ined w i i l
i ngness  to  work  hard  Sweat  ru les  over
insp i ra t ion  "

One hundred and len  pages o f  w isdom,
Leadership Secrels of Atttla the Hun ollers
read ing  en loyment ,  ins igh ts  in to  leadersh ip
n r 2 a l i a o e  a n d  r a l a t r a n r a  f ^ r  l ^ d 2 \ /  e  o d t t r a -

l i on  leaders  a t  every  leve l .  Go beyond any
negat ive  no t rons  you may have had about
'Att la the Scourge of God" and ref lect
upon h s proverbs.

I ps.tprsh,n.Spe rprs . f  Attt la the Hun S a
handy re te rence o f  snappy qJora t ions  fo r
speeches o .  a . t i c les .  You wr l l  f rnd  yourse l f
p rckrng  i t  up  f rom t ime to  l ime 10  re f resh
yoLrr memory about leadersf ip att . ibutes.
mora le  and d isc ip  ine .  pay ing  and rece  v  ng
honor ,  marke t ing  yourse l f .  wrse  chorce  o f
o n o m i e c  o . d i n A  t h a  ^ h 2, -  -  , * rge as you carry

out  your  responsib i l i t ies as "chief ta in,"

delegating, rewarding your Huns. or nego-
I ra l rng.

This book would be a good investment
for  any super intenderr  co l lege presrder t .
academic dean, or director of education

-Clarence Dunbebin

Dr. Clarence Dunbebtn rs Assocrale Supertn-
tendenl ol Educatton at the Potamac Conference
ol Sevenlh-day Adyenlisls, Staunlon. Vtrgtnia,
and Book F-ditor for lhe JOURNAL

George R. Knight,  MY GRIPE WITH
GOD. Hagerslown, Md.: Review
a n d  H e r a l d  P u b l i s h i n g  A s s n . ,
1990. 142 pages, $14.95.

The seven chapters of George Knighl 's
new book, My Grtpe Wilh God, deal spe-
c i f i ca l l y  and f rank ly  w i lh  God 's  ro le  toward
humani ty .  l t  tack les  fo r lh r igh l l y  some o1 the
prob lems tha t  humank ind  has  s t rugg led
wrth over the ages

Knrght  has  done an  exce l len t  lob  o f  mak-
ing  some d i f f i cu l t  b ib l i ca l  sub lec ls  more
unders landab le .  H is  open ing  s ta lements
prov ide  an  exce i l cn t  p rev iew o f  what  i s  to
come,  such as  the  prob lem o f  s in  and the
atoning work o{ Christ

Kn igh t  re la les  some d i f f i cu l t  ques t ions  he
h r n  r o  r  \ , ^ ,  l h  - h r l  ^ ^ - ^ r i h a e  h i c  c t r r  r n n l nI  o u  d J  d  y u u r  r .  o r r u  u r J L r  J . r u g g r L

to  comc up wi th answers He looked at  the
story of  the Prodigal  Son in Luke 15,  and
was upset  by the seeming in lust ices.  Was
the outcome fa i r  for  the fa i th fu l  son? What
aboul  Mal thew 20,  where the workers who
were h i red at  d i f lerent  t imes got  the same
pay?

Knight  g ives numerous examples of
seeming in just ices in  Scr ipture and in l i fe
i tse l f  He makes i t  c lear  that  not  only  are we
as humans in t rouble,  but  God,  too,  is  in
t rouble when i t  comes to s in Sin is  a cos-
mic dr lemma thal  fa l ls  pr imar i ly  upon God.
and only secondar i ly  upon human beings.
God a l lowed Satan to take over  the wor ld
so that  we could see the inevi tabi l i ty  of  the
devi l 's  course of  act ion.  Thus the solut ion to
the problem of sin created a voluntary re-
st r lc l ion upon God Himsel t .

Knight  begins Chapter  3 wi th a graphic
and star t l ing metaphor about  the problem
of sacril ice. This provides for modern Chris-
t ians,  far  removed in t ime and cul lure f rom
the era of N,4oses a cornpell ing explanation
of the Old Testament sacrif ical syslem
Knight  then appl ies h is  symbol ism to the
substitutionary death of Cbrisl.

I  could c i te  many ouls landing ins ights
from Knight's book, but what struck me
nost  was hrs wr i t rng sty le l twas vsry read-
able for  r re and I  feel  would be easy to

conttnt tP.l on n1dc 47

I

ADVENTST FDUCATION.  DECEN4BER 1990 JANUARY 1991 37



tl'.1;ial;iti fiti,*"?;i8i.tilt;ili?,i#5: W R IT| 1{ G A G R 0 SS
[;,:;5,:5i!?,,'"'J.:1'J,gl 3i. ;l!:;:,: "*'*'*' T H E G U R R lG U i U wt.
l*..,*"1 Y,y ";:;;';:;;if ?*:Ht::"l #il,'# f ff f A G G E N T- jS O ff296-298.

LEARNING
Continued from page 33

lum, will ensure an educational envi-
ronment in which good writing is valued.
Corectness will follow as everyonc
bccomes engaged in creating meining
and enhancing lcarning through rvriting.

Dr.  lur l i th Nernbhard is  Instruct iona!
Supervlsor ol EnglLsh, Dbtrict rl Coluntbia
Public SchooLs. She has taught Englbh at the
high school level, a-s well a-s at Horuard Lini-
versity, Washingt<tn, D.C., and at Colunfuilt
Unnn College, Titkoma futrk, Maryland.
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bark rubbings and water sampling. At
schools where there was less outdoor
space available we've used the front
lawn of the school. We lie on our backs
and studv cloud formations, and catch
grasshoppers or others of God's crea-
tures to studv and examine. We often
use a microscope to examine the things
we find.

Social Studies: Like science, social
studies lends itself nicely to a no-paper
day. Whatever the topic, something fun
can be planned that does not involve
paper. Occasionallv, this produces more
cxcitement than wc had anticipated.
Whcn wc madc papicr-mache whales, a
dog came into the room and ran off with
one of them!

Wc'vc had grcat fun using ct.rmpass
directions to make up our own gamcs. I
ask, "If it is aftcrn<xrn and you arc facins
toward the front of thc classroom]
which wav is west?" The children lovc
this game. (l have to be careful that I
know thc corrcct dircctionl)

I've chosen Thursdav as mv no-paper
day. I even havc a namc for it-'Thrilling 

Thursdav." Although no-paper
dav is fun, it is more than that. It dcvel-
ops skills students need. Often, bccausc
of the noise and unstructured nature of
certain activitics, we neglect to teach
lhesc skil ls. It 's so much iasit,r to keeo
children busv with papcr and work-
books.

No-papcr day gives me some brcath-
ing space. It gives me time to plan othcr
activities for the coming week. For a lit-
tlc whilc, at lcast, it relievcs me of thc
mountain of papers that always sccms
to bc waiting for mc. It 's a dav to rtjuv-
cnate mv own cnthusiasm for teaching
and a time tt-l gct t0 know mr studcnti
betlcr as wc share and crcale.

Even if you don't devotc a wholc day
to no-paper, try it, I'm surc vou'll like
it. tr
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BUIIDI]{G FAITH IiI
THE GOTTEGE
RETIGION GTASS
Continued lrom page 29

nalurallv to spiritual sharing.
As we have noted, Westcrn cultures

privatizc religion. Our vouth nced tcr
r c c o g n i z c  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  p r o h i b i t i o n .
Through sk i l l fu l  rcaching and thc in lu-
sion of rhc Spirit, thcv wil l ovcrcome this
prohibition to witnessing.

.  Not  unt i l  thc goal  of  outrcach
becomes paramount in Bible classes will
our students achicvc God's ultimate
purpose for their lives. Wc fall shorr if
our Bible classcs bcc<,rmc mircd in
urbanc theoretical discussions of theo-
logical and ethical questions. We must
inspire our students to translate inner
commitment into a shared faith that
commends itself to unbelievers and
nominal Christians.

As we seek to accomplish this goal,
our Bible classes will become what God
real lv  in tends them to be-centers
where faith is deepened and from which
students depart with a sense of urgencv
to share their jov in Christ. 

- 
n

Dr. George W. Reid b Drector of the Bibli-
cal Research Institute, General Conlerence ol
Sevenrh-dat' Adventbts, Silver Sping Mam-
bnd Belore assuning hb position at BRI, br.
Reid taught at Southwesrern Adventbt Col-
lege, Keene, kxas, and served as Associate
Editor ol tl,te Advcntist Revieiv.

A ilO.PAPER
DAY
Continued from page 36

the year, and to make exciting or silly
word lists that include proper use of suf-
fixes or prefixes. I say ihe words and let
the children write opposites or hom-
onvms on their lapboards. We also use
the boards t<l identify root words, singu-
lar or plural words, and to practice using
a or an properlv. (As you can tell, I love
those small boardsl)

Science: On no-paper day, we do a lor
o[ outdoor and exira-credit activit ies for
science. We are always growing, record-
ing, and researching something in the
classroom. We have a creek, trees, and a
forest behind the school where we do

Karen Nuessle teaches grades I -3 at the Kit.
sap Adventi.st Scho<tl in Bremerton, Washing-
ton.

BOOK REUIEWS
Continued lrom gtge 36

unders tand fo r  h igh  schoo l  o r  co l lege s tu -
dents also Knight 's use of i l lustrat ive sto-
r ies clearly explains some very complex
theologrcal concepts.

Th is  wou ld  be  a  he lp fu l  book  fo r  B ib le
teachers  and the i r  s tudents  In  fac t ,  I  fee l
everyone should read My Gripe Wlth God.
l 'm look ing  fo rward  to  the  seque l ,  wh ich  w i l l
dea l  w i th  what  God is  w i l l i ng  to  do  in  those
who have accepted His offer of grace.

-Dunbar  Henr i

Dunbar  Henr i  teaches  B ib le  a t  Takoma
Academy Takoma Park. Maryland.
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