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agents ofchange and redernption.
Lirniting student opportunities for

sen'ice solell. to extracurricular activities
is a serious f'law. A rnajor portion of ser-
vice and outreach projects generated on
a collegle campus ought to be interrated
into the curriculurn. ()therwise, the no-
tion of sen-ice rernains marginal and in-
cidental.

My area of specialized training deals
u,ith the New Testament, particularlv
the Gospels. Clraduate school study
convinced rne t}rat the Gosoels were

ffil

n Adventist collcge cam-
puses we hcar often alrout
the neetl for integration
of frrith antl learr.ring. But
tJrcrc rnust bc rnorc to
(lhristirrn education thirn a
healthy partnership bctween

spirituality antl ircirdcrnics. Students
nced to cxpcricncc thc practical power
of that partncrship.r 

'Ib 
r.rse classic

Advcntist tcnninolog;y, hurnan beings
createcl in the image of (lod arc "cn-

dowed with :r power akin to that of the
(lreator-individuality, power to think
and to do."r -fanres rerninds us that faith
lnust cxl)rcss i tsel l  i rr  ' lct ion to renrairr
al ive (arnes 2:17).

Students tend to underestirnate their
p()wers of influence. Thev see others as
rnore equipped or more ell-ective. Their
failure to activelv engage their environ-
ment needs to be irddressed within the
educational process. Completing a
project that calls for initiative and cre-
ativity shou's students that they can be
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rnorc than rnere archives ofhistorical in-
forrnation ftrr reconstructing thc lif-e of

Jesus. Iiach Gospel possesses litcrary in-
teppiry antl dcscrves to be studied indi-
vidually. Upon renrrning to the college
classroom frorn grarluate study I was as-
signcd to teach several courses on the
(irspels firr general-studies creclit at
both the intrtxluctory and advanced lev-
els.' A respect firr the particular erlrpha-
ses of each of the ()ospcls lcd me to
shape the requirements difterently for
the study of .Nlanhew, Mark, Luke, and

John.
In the early years I invested consicl-

errrble time helping rny students disct'rver
the basic content and arrangernent of
each of the Gospels. I wanted thern to
treat each one with a respect for its liter-
arv integriry and distinctiveness. At the
same tirne, I wanted students to be open
to each ()ospel's radical critique ofthe
culture in which we find ourselves.

Over time I concluded that courses
on the Gospels ought to include three



components: the intellectual,
t ie devotional. and the pracri-
cal. The documents we scruu-
nize as "Cospels" ought to be
more than specimens for ob-
jective analysis, though we do
want to pav cl, ,se aftention t()
their literary features. If we
simplv examine and dissect
them as if thev were ernbalned
cats in an anatomy lab, we are
using thern differenth' than
rhev we re intended. \\hen wc
honestlv exarnine the Gospels,
wc are invited to listen recep-
tively, to reflect and prav, to
bel ieve and act.

A helpfirl metaphor for a
coursc on the ()ospels is that
oftaking up residence in a
house, whether it be the house
of Allatthew or the house of
Mark.+ Dinner {uests usuirlly
don't bring thcir ou.n sancl-
wiches lrr,rt sarnple the tlishes
provicled by the host. (iuests

in a home are invited to enrer
into the farnily's activirics.

It is crucial to the inregriry
of a course that assiE'nrnents
t 'rr l l ing f i ,r  act i(  )n gr( )\4 org:rni-
callv out of the contents of thc
cr)urse.5 So it course must re-
spect l)oth a ()ospel's literar.,t
interriry ancl its distincrive ex-
pression of hou' the firllower of

Jesus should l ive. Several rcad-
ings in Manhcw emphasize peacemak-
ing anci taking the initiarive to help a
brother in spir inral cr isis (5:7, 13, -5:2-1,
24; 7 : l  -5 ;  l  t l :6-,35). ' I 'hroushout the
Serrnon on the Mount one finds ernpha-
sized the appropriate response u'hen evil
is directed against the follower ofJesus.
(See the doubled last beadtude of -5: I 0-
12; the last two anritheses in 5:3t l-- l i i ;
and the singular warningJ ofJesus in
6:14, 15.) Christ ians are to be creativelv
assertive, going to the angrv brother
(5:24), drarnatically ruming the other
cheek (5:39), walking a second mile
(5:41), loving the enemy, and praying for
the persecutor (5:44). Throughout l,{at-
thew,Jesus points to action as crucial
(5 :16; 7 :l 5 -27 ; I 0:5-8; 10:40-42; 2 5 :3 | -
46). His illustrations suggesr that the
appropriate response to evil is assertive,
redemptive, and creative-even surpris-
ing-action.

Confident of their Father's care,

Cum 1t lcti t t e' n ln'q i err
thrft mI!.r.ff i tr ititrt it,c

il nd fi 'ut I it- i 4r sltrtu.s

.rtudctrt.r tl:fi tl.tcy, E1117

ltc it,g"r' t t fs of' cltu t t q'r

ilruf rz'd*trlfiiotr.

Jesus' followers are liee fiom wrrrry, and
lree to act. I am convinced that we must
immerse ourselves in the world of Mat-
tieu., doing *'hat lies at the very core of
the book. I  inr i te studenrs .nroi l .d ir . ,
the fieshman course, "Sermon on the
Mount," and the senior course, "Mat-

thew and Luke," to tr),- outJesus' teach-

ing in ,\'{arthew. As a n.rajor part of the
coursc requirernents, thev are to develolr
and carn' out either a peacemaking

l)r() lect or A crcativc. :rsscrt ivc projct. t  on
behalf of othcrs. The project conrprises
fiorn 20 to 30 percent ofrhe course's ro-
tal points.

I, too, r.nust be involved if I am to ex-
pect mV srudents to takc the assignrnent
seriously. When we go over the coursc
requirements at the beginning of the
quarter I alreadv have a project in rnind
for myself, and I describe it for the sru-
dents. Throughout the quarter I hand
out short published accounts ofpersons
who have responded to human need or
injustice in a creative, loving way. For
instance, "The Underwear Lady of
\l/ake Counry" in Paint the World With
Lote bv Jeannette Johnson.6 Or a news-
paper photo of the director of a homeless
shelter dressed up in a fuxedo while serv-
ing a candlelight Valentine banquet to
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homeless families. Rezular
read ing  in  popuhr  pub l i c : r t ion :
nlrns up these and cither illus-

trations, rvhich I keep in a bulg-
ing folder.

Up to half of the stuclents in
a class in the Serrnon cin the
X{ount or the (}ospcl of ,\Iat-
theu'u. i l l  choose to cornplete :r
pcaccmaking or reconci l iat ion

pro iec t .  Er tc l t  s t r r t l c t t t  t l i sc t rs .e r
his or her plans u' i th rne. ( irn-

t i t len t ia l in  p r ( ' \  ( 'n ts  : t  t l i s t  r t ss i , , r t
rif the particr-rlars of the peace-
making projects. But tho'oftcn
inwrlve krns-standing hosti l i t ies
rir rnisuntlerstar-rdings bctu ccr.r
farni lv rncrnbcrsJ solnctirnes re
sult i trg f irnr thc brcakup of rr
nrlrr iagc. Al ienrrt ion f irrrn prrr-

ents or grlndparents occrrrs
rnore often thrrn u i th si l l l ines.
Problerns u i th in- lrru's rrnd
lrre ak-ups of frientlships rrre fi'e -

(luent nr2rttcrs of concenr. As
one person expl;r inetl ,  "Ne i thcr of us
\\ 'ante(l  to be tn:tr l  xt e: lch other' lnt l  u e
q'ere sl ' .rd thrrt  things were f inrr l lv out in
the open." 

- l 'he 
project crtn givc stu-

clents t frc i l rcentive to ckr u hrrt  t l ' re v
know neecls to be r lone.

For specif ic help irr approaching an-
other persorl I invite tlrerrr to re.,trl Car-
ingEnough to Confrut by David
Augsburl4er, especial ly the chapters on
owning one's anger and conl iorrt i l rg
without cr lncletnning.i  Sturlents t levek rp
a sequence ofactions: praying l i rr  the
other, writ ing ir  lerter, rrraking a phone
call ,  and then visi t ing. Often the at-
telllpts at conciliation con)e alier years

clf anirnosity and distance.
' l 'he 

reclr"r ired nrinirnurrr of sir or
eight hours ofter.r is usuallv onl i ' the be-

ginning of the i l rocess. As one snl( lent

Put  i t .  
" l  : r r r r  g r r r t rh r l  th : l t  \ ( )u r  r rs : ig r r -

ment genth'pushed rne ir .r to taking t l .re
first steps." I arn rnorc interestecl in that
thev nrake an attempt than in u'hether
the vennrre is cornpletelr. successful.
Obviously, the outcorne of a project in-
volving the feelings ancl responses of

other persons cannot be predictecl.
A long-tern.r studl' of the book of

.\{ark has led in a slightlv dil1-erent direc-
tion. In l{ark the heart ofJesus' teach-
ings on the Christian life is found in
chapters 8-10. Three t imesJesus an-
nounces His intention to go toJerusa-
lem and d ie  (8 :31 ,32 ;9 :30-32;  10 :32-
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,3-l). [rrch tirrre I l is t l isciples respontl in rr
$ hol l |  i l r r rPProPr i : t te  lnr ln l ler . ' I 'heV r t re
, r l r scss t ' t l  l  i t l t  r  i r t , , t t .  r , l  l i r t r r t ' r '  p , , r r t ' r
,urt l  q'rc:rt trcss ((): . t .1, . i - l ;  l0:.3.5 - l l ) .  - f  esrrs
t lren t lescribes I l is lrr t l icrr l  unrlerstrtrt t l t t tg
o f  the  uscs  o i l r rxver  r rn t l  p r i v i leuc :  " l f

: ln \ 'one  uou l t l  l r c  f l r s t ,  hc  rnus t  l t  l r rs t  o l '
r t l l  r tn i l  sen : rn t  o i : r l l "  ( ( ) : .15 ,  RS\ ' ) . '

Tott hrton, tlttt tltost n,lto nrt' sttpposrd
to rttlr oyt'r' tltt Ontrilrs lu'd it oyn' tltrru,
nttd tltir qt'tttt utL'n L'.\rt'LiJt ttrrltot'itt,
oyrr tlttrrt. Ilttt it slttll ttot bt so ltutontl

.t,ott; btrt wlnt"t,t'r n,otrld bt grrnt iln0ttll

)ou tuusr bt' .t,ottt' st't't'ttttt, tttd n'lntytr
n,ottld bt .t'irsr ilttontl .\,ou Jnust bL' sltrt ol
n l l .  Lor  t l t t  Su t  o f ' tunn  n lso  t -u t t t t .  no t  tu
br srrt'td bttt to srrt,r, nttd ro tit,t: ltis li.t'i'

as i  r i l t tslnt to rrt t t t t . i ,"  ( . l1trk I0:1)-15).
' I ' l -r is 

f inrr l  speecl-r cl irnrrxcs,f estrs'
te aching ir .r  ch:rptcrs lJ- l0 on disciple ship
, t t t r l , t l l , x r .  t l r t  l t ' ; r r l t r ' / l i s t ( 'n t : r '  [ ( ,  in te r -
pret the Passion nrrrrrrt ive rrs the ntorlcl
firr :r r'.rdic:rl lite-sn'le . 

'l-rar.rsl'.rte 
d ir.rto

the tenns of our lge,-f  csus t lenrrrnt ls rr lr
inversion of pori er lnrl strrtus to lle usecl
to l-relp others mthcr th' ln f i rr  personl l
rrdvirntaq'c.

Oonsetluentll', I ask sruclents en-
rol led in the course on the ( iospel of
]lark to develop their ou'n invertetl
pou'er ;rroject. 

' l 'hev 
n'pical lv isolate

their aclvantages in terms of tirr-re,
nlone\'! health, ancl encrgl; lcss crx-n-
nronlv their part icular academic and
professior.ral ski l ls. ' l 'he result ing

projects rnore ckrselv rescnrble
( ' (  )n \ ' (  l t t ion l t  I  c , , t t t r t tUr t i t \ ' - . cn  i cc
outrcrrch than those firr thc
collrses on Ilrrttheu' lntl the
Serrnon on the l lount. \-et stu-
r lents cor-rsistenth- sense the irn-

[)1lct of il life of sen'ice on lloth
rhe  g iv t ' r  i l n ( l  thc  rcc ip ie  n t .

In a course r in Ltrke lrnrl
l l l t therv I hrn'e gener.r l l lv t lc-
xrte d nrost of the clrrss t irne to
thc srudv of l l : r t the lr .  IJrrt  those
ri ho urge th:rt  soci ' l l  just icc is rrn
int l ispcnsrrble l l rrrt  of Ohrist 's
tc' .rcl ' r ing f int l  strong sul lport in
the  ( iospe l  o f ' l , r rkc .  In  the
l lr tqnif icrrt  the ntothcr of-f  csus
tlecl:rrcs thrrt  ( lot l  h' .rs "put r loun
the nrighty t i 'orrr t l -re ir  throncs,
:rnrl  crrr l tet l  those of lou t lcgrce ;
he hrrs f i l lcr l  thc hLrnq'r l  ui th
gootl  t l -r ings. :rnt l  the r ich he h:rs
scnt e nrl) ty rrrv:rr" '  ( l ,ukc I :-51,
5,1). - f  olrn thc l l rrpt ist tcl ls his
c()nvcrts, " l  lc n l-ro hlrs tr,r 'o

co:tts, le t  hinr shrrrc u i t l r  hirrr u ho h:rs
trotte" (.J:I  1: conrPrrrc Z,rcchlre rrs'  l rrorrr-
i se  in  l ( ) : t l ) .  In  l r rp i r l  succcss ion_ lesr rs

l)r()n()ulrces I I is lr le ssing olr "\r lr  
1loor"

r t n t l  " \ r l r  u h o  h u n g e r  n o r r "  r n t l  I I i s  * o e
ott "\r lr  t l r l t t  l t re r- ich" rrnrl  "\r lr  t l r :r t  rrr-e
f i r l l  I rou  "  ( l ,uke  6 :20 ,  2  l ,  J -1 ,  2 .5 ;  corn
prrle rvi th , \ l ' . r t the r.r '  .5: l ,  (r).

- f  csus inrr rrgrn'rrtes I I  is,.  ptr lr l  ic rninistrr,
in the st ' t tr tgorl 'ue :t t  N:tzrtreth b1' r 'errr l inq
'.r  scripturc lcsson frorn Isrr i :rh -5u rrnt l  (r l :
"  l  l r t '  S P i r i t  ' l  t l r t  l . o l r l  i s  r r y r o r t  n l L '  .  .  .  .
to prerrch grxrt l  nelr 's to t lre poor. I  Ie
has sent rne to procl:r irn re lclrse to the
c : l l ) t i vcs .  .  .  ,  t ( )  sc t  i l t  l i [ ) c rn ' those wh<r
:tre oppresse t l"  ( [ ,uke -] :  I f l ) .  l ) : trrrblcs of

-f  esrrs f irrrnt l  onlv in Luke inclut le thc
rnercif i r l  S:rrnrrr i t ' . rn ( I  0:.10-.1 7); the
ncighlxrr u ho sh:tre s lrre :rr l  (  I  I  :5-u); the
rich f irol ul.ur t l ies be f irrc hc crrn bLri lr l  rr
lr igger lrrrrn ( I  l :  I  I  - l  I  ) ;  the u isc steu art l
r i  ho givcs regul:tr  lnexls to those untler
his chrrrgc ( l l : - l l ) ;  antl  the r iclr  rnan u,h<r
friils to hee tl the wortls of Scriptr-rre anrl
crlre fi)r the needs <lf tl-re sick rnan
L:tzarus rrt his gate ( I (r: I 9- 3 I ).

Snrrlents h-orn l  rni<ldlc-class back-
qround f iequentlr.seern bl int l  to thc
rnessilge of social justice that sl.rir.res
throLrghout Luke. 

' l 'her, 'have 
no per-

sonal experience with thc trrstc and smell
of povertr. ' . , \1r, '  col league, Peclr i to
,\Iar.'nard-Reid, invites snrdents of the
h , , o k  o l ' L u k c  t o  s p c n t l  l  r r i e h t  i n  : r
hrirnclcss shclter or with a fhmih' of Ilis-



panic migrant u.orkers.
The Gospel of John presents the

greatest challenge. I regularlv offer stu-
clents in this class the opportunift for a
weekend rereat of journaling, prayer,
and sn.rall group sharing. This past year
the r.veekend includecl a foot-washing
sen ice  ( fohn 13 :14 ;  14 :16 ,  I  r -  ,26 ;  16 :12-
15) by a mounrain srrearn. But this is
not enough.

Jesus in,|ohn repeatedlv comrnanclccl
I I i s  f , r l lo r . r ' c r r  ro  lo rc  onc  l i r , , ther  ( l , ,h r r
l3 :34 ,  3 ,5 ;  15 :12-1-1) .  Yet  the  book  pro-
vicies onl l 'a l i rnited clescript ion of how.
this love is to be concretcl l 'expressecl.

.f esus' act of fixrt-u'ashing antl His com-
rnrrncl firr I Iis firllorvcrs to u'ash eac].r
other's fect poir-rt to the practice of hos-
pitrr l in ' ,  cspecial lv bv ( lhr ist ians rou'arcl
one l lnother. 

' l ' l . rc 
appcals f irr  sol iclari tv

t l t  roughr  v11 I  J  r .s r rs '  I  r r  l t .u  c l  l ,  I  rs t . , , t r  r r t .
(chrrps, I  3-17) nrake scnsc f irr  r  group
untlcrgoing hosti le scrut iny an<l persecu-
t ton  ( l5 : l l l -2  l ;17 :14 : ) .  \ \ / c  c ru r  p rcsurne
that in the ckrse rluartcrs of urban :rprrrt-
rrrents chirractcristic of the Rorn:rn citr,,
rron-( lhrist ians woult l  bc awrrre of thc
care anrl hospital iw of ( lhr ist irrns tou,rrrt l
one rrnothcr, especirr l l r , '  in t i rncs of clan
ger. ' l i r  

cirre f irr  other ( lhr ist ians rnight
cven pu t  one 's  own l i fe  a t  r i sk  (1 .5 :12-
l4). But,fcsus' conrrrrantls sountl  f i rreign
to North Arncriclrn stLrrlcnts u,ho hrn'e
not l)ecn persecutcd f irr  thcir ei lcgiance
to -fcsus (lhrist.

Stuclcrrts t lo rcsonatc with thc strong
roles givcn to u'onrclt rrnd Srrrnrrritans in
the ( iospcl ofJol-ur. Jesus' openncss t<r
the intel l igent \ \ ,onrAn at the well  rrnt l  to
tl'rc Srrlrrrrritrrn villagcrs in chapte r 4, tl-rc
frank exch:rnge benl'ccn -f csLrs lnd
,\'lrrrtl.ra ir.r chapter 1 I, rnd.fcsLrs' singrrl:rr
rtttention to ,\{arv Magdalenc in chapter
J0, ell serv'e ls irn incentive firr confror-rt-
ing racial antl  gendcr bias u. i thir.r  our-
selr,'e s.

Pcrhaps the r ichest possibi l i t f  in thc
( i ,  r :Pe I of John l ics r.r i th the st.crrc ol '

. f  esus washing I I is disciples' f-eet (1 . l :1-
I 5). Bv word and cleecl the class re-en-
acts the scene. But \t.e lnust conte to un-
derstancl the rneaning of washing
another person's feet. John, like tr{ark,
etnphasizes a life of serwice in u'hich
those with high status sene those below
drern. This spring when I reach a course
onJohn I plan to explore with my sru-
dent col leagues the rncarring of *re foor-
washing sen-ice. Through prayer, re-
flecdon, discussion, and rirual I believe

God q.ill shou.us our basin and tou.el.
For me, the hiehlight of one of these

courses cofires near the end ofthe quar-
ter r.r.hen I read the reports of student
projects. I  require onlr.a briefclescrip-
tion of the projcct and thc total tirnc
spent. But nearlv alq'ays stuclents report
at length on their f'eelings altour the
pro icc t .  \ \ ' i thor r t  rnv  so l i c i t r t t ion  or )  n r \

l ) : r r t .  n l :u l \  sn ldcn ts  cx l ) rcss  thc i r  in ten-
tion to continue the project bevorrcl the
quarter. Re acl ing their storics of private
( ( )u r : tge  ; r r r r l  l l r r l r l i r .  sen  icc  i s  : rn  ( . t r ) ( ) -
t io t r l l  ex l le r i t . r rcc  t ] r : r t  s t i rs  n t \  I ) i l : r i i ( ) l )
f<rr teaching ne:lr  thc entl  of rr quarter
wherr nr\,  ou'n energies are laeging. No

single set of papers that I reacl does more
to encourage me to do mt- best than
thesc .  (Scc  box . )

Although thcse classes challenge snr-
clents to pur d.reir faith into action, this is
onl l 'a besinning in f t i l f i l l ing rhe three
R's of the ( lhrist ian educarionrl  pro-
cess-rcacling, rcfl ectir-rg, and rcspor-rcl-
ing. r "

I toultl tnjo.y nentorkin.q iritl: 0ths:r tgl1sfui11q in
. l,l: tiltj|t , n//, qi. ; l ',,.r,i 1. tu iiliut-piltittt .it t1.iit.
z:'itl.tin tltt turrit-ilunt tnl r'/so ut.t z:.i/litp ra
rhnrc i:'/.rtrt tl:e.1, hn,r lnvhtpul. Plttst,itt.itc to
Dr. I)ut.rt .'f . llurse.y, Sthool of'Rdiqiott.Llhlllt
Ll"dlh (.)ollet. (.:ollcat, lliln,, Il:..1 99i)1, Lt S.-t.

Here's a sample of projects that students have generated over the
past f0ur years:

1. Aformerstudentmissionaryselectedandanonymouslysentrnspirat ionalmater ial
t0 a student missionary with whom he was not personally acquainted.

2. An older college student wrote letters of appreciation to former hioh school
teachers, recal l ing mem0ries and describing their  personal inf luence on him.

3. An aviation maj0r gave free airplane lessons to y0ung, high-risk teens, hoping to
let them experience s0mething both exciting and positive.

4. Agroupoffourstudentsorganizedf inger-puppetshowsforresidentsofanursing
home. The puppeteers sang funny songs and performed secular and religious skits.

5. concernedaboutaclassmateparalyzedduetoanaccident,onestude;tvideorape6
campus activities and messages from friends and then viewed them together with his
classmate in the hospital.

6. Two shy students volunteered to help at the information booth in the emerqencv
room of a local hosoital. 

"

7 .  As tudentandherhusbandtookanurs ing-homeres ident fo r r ides in thecount rv :
another planned outings for residents at a local park. One musical student brought a
guitar and an ampl i f ier to a nursing home and performed music with residents, who
played or sang therr favorite songs.

8. Two seni0r students painted a bui lding at the local homeless shelter under the
supervision 0f One 0f the residents.

9 .  Anewchr is t ianaskedto jo ina loca lg r0up0fo lderpersonsconcernedabouth igh
scn00lpregnancyandabort i0n. unknowntotheothermembers0fthegroup,thestudent
had become pregnant and had an abortion while attending the local high schoor.

10. Two y0ung men showed up at the women's dorm t0 do cleaning and rroning for
the residents. (Prior arrangements were made with the deans.)

11. One member arranged for a blood drive by the Red cross at a local Seventh-day
Adventlst church on the Sabbath of Easter weekend. The project eventually involved
more than 50 volunteers and required ongoing conversation with pastors and cnurcn
members ab0ut appropriate Sabbath activity.

12. Two brothers ran a free baseball camp for kids unable to pay the $i 00 fee for the
regular baseball camp.

13. Ayoungw0manstoodattheexit0falocalgrocerystorewithoutcurbsideservtce
and offered to carry the bags of elderly persons to their cars. similarly, a young man in
a car offered free rides to persons his own age who were waiting forthe bus.

14. A recovering alcohol ic mother spent a day with a single-parent famiry ar a
w0men's shelte r, providing special treats for the ch ild ren and d iscovering an ab used child

, {D\T,NTIS' I 'EDU(J, \ ' I ' IO\  3I



with the same first name as her own.
l5 .Onec lassmemberworkedwi thsevera lo therpersons toorgan izeandsetup thegu ide l ines forapeer -counse l ingprogramat the

college. The program has flourished and received national coverage.
16. Twofreshmenmadecookiesfromscratchandpersonal lydel iveredthemtothechi ldreninthef irst-andsecond-gradeclassrooms

of a local public grade school.
17 .  Ayoungmanv is i tedhomes in thene ighborhoodof theco l legeandaskedtheres identswhat they thoughtabout thes tudents .
18. A resident rn student housing went f rom room to room with a vacuum sweeper and offered to vacuum the carpet, then gave a brief

prayer for the person in the room before leaving. (He noted, "Several times the guys told me that they needed the prayer.")
19 .  Ahomeowner inv i ted theger ia t r i cday- t rea tmentgroupat thementa lhea l thcenter top lan tgardens inherownbackyard .
20. Students regularly conjured up plans to make specialtreats and perform helpful deeds for others while remaining anonymous. A

student body president wrote anonymous notes for people she knew were going through hard times.
21. AshyAdvent istautomechanicand"f ixer-upper"drovetoanearbytownoneSabbathmorningandspentthedayf ix ingupabroken-

down car, two bicycle tires, and porch steps, all without cost, for a middle-aged stranger of a different race. (The recipient asked, "How

often do Adventists do this sorl of thing?" Embarrassed, he replied, "l 'm not sure.")
22. Severalstudentsorganizedafreecarwashforcol legestudents.Anotherstudent,motherofthree,plannedacarwashforherchi ldren

andf r iends tora ise funds tobuyandp lan tneededt rees in thecommuni ty .  Another teamedupwi tha t roub ledyoungteenager toho lda
free car wash in a nearby city where no one knew them

23. A couple cleaned up litter on a beautiful mountain trail, fielding questions from persons who assumed they were paid to do so.
24. Troubled by the sight of her own compost pile, one member designed a backyard composter from used plastic dumpsters and

prepared a brochure of instructions for the local recycling committee.
25 .  Amanof fe redh ismusc leandmechan ica lab i l i t ieswi thoutcos t toane lder lycoup leheknew,o f fe r ing todowhatever theyneeded

done for a day. They kept him very busy.
26. A2l-year-old freshman collected and delivered needed baby clothes for two single mothers the same age as herself.
27. A self-styled lover of animals got involved with the local Humane Society as a volunteer dog walker.
28. Two young outdoorsmen drove to a scenic area and offered to help less-experienced campers set up their camp, then prayed with

them before leaving.
29 .  Aneducat ionmajorcont inuedtohe lp thesecondgraders inapub l icschoo la f te rhereducat ionc lasswasf in ished.  Shedes igned

self-esteem autograph booklets for each of the children, writing s0mething positive in each booklet herself.
30. Ayoungmanvolunteeredtospendadaywithl4chi ldrenataday-carecenter,wherehelearnedabouttheneedsofchi ldrenwithout

dads. Another sel f-styled nonlover of chi ldren spent the day helping 0n the playground of a local publ ic school.
31 .  Areservedmanagreedtospendt imewi th thesonofas ing leparenta t tend ingco l lege,he lp ingh imwi thhomewor( .and learn ing

how much fun Nintendo can be.
32 .Onec lassmembershowedupata teenagedrop- insponsoredbya loca lnon-denominat iona lChr is t ianorgan iza t ion ,p layedpoo l

or floozeball and iust talked. She discovered that she shared a c0mm0n humanity with young people from a different social level.
33 .  Ashopteacher tak ingsummerc0ursesvo lun teeredtobu i ldanaccessrampfor the loca lhosp i ta l ,work ingunder thesuperv is ion

of one of his former high school students.
34. Amarr iedstudentwhoadmittedtobeinganinsensit iveegoistcovenantedtosaying"Yes"wheneverhiswifeandrelat ivesasked

for him to help, instead of the usual " l 'm too busy." He had no di f f icul ty in complet ing the required minimum number of hours,
35. A class member began a smal l  group Bible study for persons burned by rel igion.
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Dr. Ernest.'f . Bursqy is ,lssociate Pnlissor of'
Biblictl Studies tt Wlla Wlh Llollcy, Llollege
Ploce, Washinston. He recently eanted r Ph.D.
in Neu'lbsttrntent f|om Ytrle Unitu'sity.

NO-I'FIS ANI) RIr.l"hREN(lES

1. I rnr intlebtetl to l.ucil lc Krrpp, a forner col
lcrgue in the School of' l 'hcologr', f irr hcr exartrple.
\ \h i le  sever r l  o f  us  were  s t i l l  ta lk ing  about  thc  p lace

of ( lh r is t i rn  scn ice  u i th in  thc  cur r i cu lu r r ,  I -uc i l l c  in

corlxrratetl a scn icc conrponent in the New Testa-
nlent courses she tNeht during the hst several vears
bef<lre her retirement.

l. Ellen (1. \\ lt ire, F)ltrctt ion (.\buntain Vieu ,
Ca l i f . :  Pac i f i c  Press  Pub l ish ins  Assoc ia t ion ,  1952) ,  p .
l / ' .

l . .\t the freshman lcvcl, a fbur-tluarter hour

coursc on the -\l inistn of.Jesus, a tuo-hour coursc on
the parables ofJesus. and a ruo-hour course on the
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Serrlon on thc,\lount. At the senior levcl, a three-
hour course on the book of}lark, a three-hour class
on the books of.\Ianhcu and Luke, ancl a three-hour
course (m the book of,lohn.

-1 .  For , \ la t the*  and to  a  lesser  c r tcn t ,  I la rk ,  the
"house"  i s  a  p lacc  t i r r . fesus ' teach ing  anr l  thosc  rvho
uou ld  bc  I I i s  s rudents .  See l l r t the l  5 :15 ;  7 :2 -1 ;  10r6 ,
J  5 ,  l  l :4 ( r -  1  3  :  1  ;  l . l  : .1 ( r ;  l . l  :57 ;  l . l  : .1  7 ,  . l  l J ; , \ la rk  . ] :  1  9

l 5 ;  i :  1  7 .
5. ,\n oral perfonnancc ofthc brxrk bv the

nrembcrs of the class sen es ls the finrle of l course
on the book of Ro'clrt ion. 

' l 'his 
public prcsentrtion

convel s part of thc first blessing of the book'
"Blesscd is he who rcads aloucl the *ords of thc
prophccl, and hlessed rrre those who hear. rncl who
keep rvhat is q'rittcn thcrein" (Revelation 1:i).

(r. JeannetteJohnson, Pdnt t l:e l l lorlcl l l / i th Loi'e
(l{agerstou'n, .\{d.: Revies and Herald, 1991).

7. David AuElsburger, Caritghnugh to CartJrant
(l 'enrura, Cali l: Regal Books, l98l; previorrslv pub-
lished in 1973 bv Herald Press. Scottdale, Pennsvlva-
n l r ) .

i l . All texts quoted in this article are taken from
rhe Revised Standard Version ofthe Brble, copvrrght
l9+6,  1951,  1971 bv  the  D i i ' i s ion  o fChr is t ian  Educa-

tion of the National Council of Churches of (lhrist in

the USA, and are used bv permissron.
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