THE JOURNAL OF

ADVENTIST EDUGATION

EDITOR
BEVERLY J. ROBINSON-RUMBLE

SENIOR CONSULTANTS
HUMBERTO M. RASI
REO E. GANSON
C. B. ROCK

CONSULTANTS
ROBERTO DE AZEVEDO
South America
PHENIAS BAHIMBA
Africa-Indian Ocean
LESTER DEVINE
South Pacific
L. HERBERT FLETCHER
Inter-America
K. JESURATNAM
Southern Asia
SVEIN JOHANSEN
Middle East
HUDSON KIBUUKA
Eastern Africa
GORDON MADGWICK, GILBERT PLUBELL
North America
HARRY MAYDEN
Euro-Asia
ENRIQUE BECERRA, A. C. SEGOVIA
General Conference
RONALD STRASDOWSKY
Euro-Africa
SHOZ.O TABUCHI
Far East
V.S. WAKABA
Southern Africa
ORVILLE WOOLFORD

Trans-Europe

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR
CLARENCE DUNEBEBIN

RESEARCH EDITOR
JEROME D. THAYER

LAYOUT & DESIGN
HOWARD BULLARD GRAPHIC DESIGN

ADVISORY BOARD
REO E. GANSON, JOHN FOWLER, KATHY
GODDARD, MARION HARTLEIN, DUNBAR HENRI,
BETTY HOWARD, GORDON MADGWICK,
WALLACE MINDER, HUMBERTO RASI, MICHAEL
RYAN, AGRIPINO SEGOVIA, VIRGINIA SMITH

()c'*@
]
EDPRESS

1980 DISTINGUISHED
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER

THE JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUCATION publishes articles concerned with

avariety of topics pertinent to SDA education. Op by our writers
do not necessarily represent the views of the staff or the official position of the
Dep of Education of the General Conf of Seventh-day Adventi:

THE JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUCATION (SSN 0021-8480) is published
bimonthiy, October through May, and asummer issue for June, July, August, and
S by the Dep of Education, General C: of Seventh-day
Adventists, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600. TELE-
PHONE (301)680-5075. FAX (301) 680-6090. Subscription price, U1.S. $15.75.
Single copy, U.S. $3.25. Second-class mailing paid at Silver Spring, Maryland,
and additional mailing office. Please send ali changes of address to Southwest-
ern ColorGraphics, P.0. Box 677, Keene, TX 76059, including both old and new
address. Address all editorial and advertising correspondence to the Editor. ©
Copyright 1993 General Conference of SDA. POSTMASTER: Send address
?Xzanges to THE JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUCATION, P.0. Box 877, Keene,
76059.

Editorial

Global Trends in Adventist Education

t the beginning of 1992, the

Seventh-day Adventist

Church sponsored 5,836 edu-

cational institutions world-

wide (4,731 elementary

schools, 980 secondary
schools, 46 training schools, and 79
colleges and universities). In these
schools, 41,547 educators taught
860,232 students.! These figures re-
veal a steady growth in all categories.
However, they tell only part of the
story.

During the past six years, I have
visited scores of schools and met with
hundreds of Advendst teachers in ev-
ery world division, first as associate di-
rector and lately as director of the
General Conference Education De-
partment. These travels and contacts
have allowed me to detect several glo-
bal trends. These reveal the dynamics
of our system and may suggest its fu-
ture direction. I list seven of them here
for your reflection and discussion.

L. Increasing vecognition of the value
of Adventist education by parents and gov-
ernment authorities, vesulting in more
state involvement and higher ratios of
non-Adventist students in our schools.
Ministers of education and national
congresses, especially those in the de-
veloping world, continue to grant for-
mal recognition to our schools and to
officially charter our universides.
These developments, in turn, open the
possibility of greater government in-
volvement in the operation of our edu-
cational institutions. At the same time,
larger numbers of non-Adventist par-
ents are sending their children to our
schools, attracted by their academic
quality, Christian principles, and lower
teacher/student ratios.

2. Growing parental concern about the
academic quality of our programs and,
consequently, demands for greater school
and teacher accountability. Adventist

parents, particularly the better educated
and more affluent, no longer see the lo-
cal church school or academy as the
only option for their children. Because
of their interest in the future careers of
their sons and daughters, they want to
make sure that their offspring will enter
prestigious institutions of higher learn-
ing. Consequently, they demand higher
standards, better facilities, and stronger
programs. Yet, in many parts of the
world, Adventist teachers’ salaries, ben-
efits, upgrading opportunities, and rec-
ognition Jag behind their ministerial
counterparts within the denomination.

3. Declining ratios of Adventist students
in our schools, relative to church member-
ship, which reflect changing priovities, eco-
nomic difficulties, and diversified academic
and professional interests. At present,
more than half of the students in our
schools worldwide either come from
non-Adventist homes or are not
Adventists themselves.? This is particu-
larly evident at the elementary and sec-
ondary levels, and in developing coun-
tries, where our membership is growing
the fastest. While in 1975 there were 99
Advendst students attending our
schools for every 1,000 members world-
wide, the ratio had dropped to 59 per
1,000 by 1990. Educationally, our
church is not keeping pace with its
membership growth. Many Adventist
parents are finding it more difficult to
send their children to our schools. For a
variety of reasons, larger numbers of
our young adults are attending public
colleges and universities.

4. Renewed concern by parents, educa-
tors, and church leaders about the vole of our
schools in fostering Christian spivituality,
biblical values, and service ovientation
among our youth. A recent survey found
that many of our North American stu-
dents lack assurance of salvation in
Christ and tend toward legalism.’ Sev-

Continued on page 47
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eral schools are using Bible Labs to in-
volve students in practical service and
outreach. More teachers, with support
from the Institute for Christian Teach-
ing, are seeking to integrate faith and
learning in their curricular and co-cur-
ricular activities.?

4. The student missionary program
continues to expand around the world.

5. Growing evidence that the longer a
student from an Adventist bome attends
our schools, the higher is bis or ber in-
vokvernent in and support for the church’s
beliefs and mission. Doctoral disserta-
tions by Warren Minder (1985), Ken-
neth Epperson (1990) and Robert Rice
(1990) compared sizable numbers of
graduates from our schools with
Adventists who had attended public
schools in the United States. They
concluded that church school atten-
dance is one of the best predictors of
denominational loyalty’

6. Stresses in the tripod that tradi-
tionally supported Adventist education—
bome, church, school—resulting in added
responsibilities for Adventist educators in
conveying values and operating our schools.
The breakdown of families both out-
side and within our church circles and
the apparent lack of support to schools
by some ministers are requiring
Adventist teachers to play a larger role
in the Christian formation of the chil-
dren and youth who attend our
schools. Limited educational subsidies
from denominational entities make it
increasingly difficult for school admin-
istrators to obtain the necessary finan-
cial resources to ensure educational vi-
ability and growth.

7. Redlization of the need for strategic
planning, innovation, and networking in
Adventist bigher education. The growing

complexity and the increasing cost of
operating quality Adventist colleges
and universities demand better long-
range plans and closer cooperation
among schools. Institutions in several
world divisions are beginning to
implement these changes. An action
taken during the first international
seminar for Adventist college and
university presidents, in August 1992,
recommended establishing a world as-
sociation or consortium of denomina-
tional institutions of higher learning.
The trends described above pre-
sent Adventist educators with special
opportunities and challenges. They
demand the best of our Christian
cominitment, creativity, and vision.—
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