On Making

1844 Meanin

ow can we make 1844 seem
meaningful to children in this
sesquicentennial' year, 1994, a
century and a half after the
Great Disappointment?

One way to make 1844 seem important
is to show how it affects almost everything we
believe. It adds so much to our understand-
ing of Jesus, salvation, the Sabbath, global
mission, life-style, and the nearness of the Sec-
ond Coming that at one time Ellen G. White
said, “The sanctuary question is the founda-
tion of our faith.”? She meant thar 1844 so
enlarges our understanding of Christ and of
many Bible teachings that a new denomina-
tion was required to spread the word about it.

We have often spoken of our responsibil-
ity to proclaim the three angels’ messages (Rev-
elation 14:6-12). The first angel announced,
“The hour of his judgment has come.” The
hour for the judgment to begin fell in 1844;
so the time for the first angel to start preach-
ing was 1844 (or a few years before, to help
get people ready). But the first angel talks
about other things in addition to the judg-
ment—and it is also followed by the second
and third angels. Thus, 1844 marked the time
for paying special attention not only to the
judgment hour, but also to all the other mo-
mentous topics included in the three angels
messages.

A journal article is too short to cover all
the important items! A number of helpful new
books and articles have been written about the
events surrounding the Great Disappointment
{see Gary Land’s annotated bibliography on
page 36). Included in these is a new book I
have written, Magnificent Disappointment:
What Really Happened in 1844 . . . and Its
Meaning for Today. The title comes from the
observation that although the “great disap-
pointment” of October 22, 1844, seemed like
a very dark cloud at the time, it turned out to
have a silver lining so bright that it can be

M ADVENTIST EDUCATION

BY C. MERVYN MAXWELL

called a “magnificent disappointment.” The
silver lining was Jesus Himself and the mar-
velous new things He was about to teach us
and do for us.

Here are a few additional suggestions for
making 1844 meaningful to your students:

The year 1844, at the end of the 2300
days (along with 1798, at the end of the 1260
days), is a great pillar past which humanity
marched into the end time. The year 1844
marks the beginning of the investigative judg-
ment, the first phase of God’s final judgment.
Thus, 1844 is a major signpost telling us how
close we are to the end of the world.

But to many people—and especially to
young people—1844 seems like a long time

ago. How can we show them that it is indeed

a “sign” that Jesus is coming soo7?

A teaching procedure I have used often is
to form a living time line running from Cre-
ation to the end of the world, with 1844 lo-
cated proportionately near the end. The
longer the time line, the more impressive the
effect; so you would do well to form your time
line in the assembly hall or gym.

Explain what you are doing. 1844 may
seem like a long time ago when we look back-
ward from our day, but it seems very close to
the end of time when viewed from Adam’s day.

Ask the children to imagine a time line
stretching between the side walls of the as-
sembly hall or gym. This represents approxi-
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mately 6,000 years, the length of time between
Adam’s day and ours, according to Bible chro-
nology. Have a child stand at the far left point
of the time chart to represent Adam or Eve.
Then ask a child to choose the point along
this imaginary line that represents the date of
the cross. (To relieve possible embarrassment
by the student’s having to represent Jesus,
point out that we are all called to represent
Jesus every day.) After accepting suggestions
from the other students, place “Jesus” about
two-thirds of the way along the time line, some
2,000 years ago and 4,000 years after Adam
and Eve.

Locate “David” at the mid-point of the
line, approximately 1000 B.C. Then have
“Abraham” stand near 1800 B.C. and “Moses”
at 1445 B.C., about 500 years before David.
Put “Daniel” some 500 years after “David”
(midway between David and Jesus). Locate a
“Roman soldier” representing the fall of Rome
(A.D. 476) and “Columbus” (A.D. 1492).
Then place a child a mere 150 years back from
our day to represent 1844.

Be sure to include gitls in the time line.
“Sarah” can replace Abraham, “Miriam” can
do as well as Moses, “Mary” can stand or kneel
at the cross, and “Mrs. Columbus” can easily
replace her husband.

If your class is large, or if you form this
time line at an assembly session, having the

How can we make 1844
seem meaningful to
children in this sesqui-
centennial year, 1994, a
century and a half after
the Great Disappoint-

ment?

participants identify themselves will help the
other children remember whom they repre-
sent. One way of doing this is to have each
person carry a name card. A more interesting
way is to have each participant perform a char-
acteristic action when referred to. For example,
“Moses” can hold up the Ten Command-
ments, “David” can twirl his sling, and “1844”
can announce loudly, “The hour of His judg-
ment has come.” (Girl participants can think
of other actions, like Sarah laughing with joy
over baby Isaac, Miriam caring for baby Moses,
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Mary kneeling and weeping at the cross, Mrs.
Columbus waving goodbye, and so on.)

Having located the participants along the
living time line, go to the Eden end of the
time line (the left wall as viewed from the con-
gregation), and pretend that you are joining
Adam and Eve as they weep for their sin and
search the future to find the cross. Hold a
“telescope” to one eye to help in your search.
After 2,200 years (nearly 11 times the age of
the United States and almost the same length
of time human beings have lived since the
cross!) you have only passed the Flood and
reached “Abraham”/”Sarah.” As you mention
the name, have the child briefly do the desig-
nated action.

Keep searching. After some 350 addi-
tional years, nearly twice the age of the U.S.A,,
you can see only as far as “Moses”/”Miriam”
(prompt appropriate action). And so on.

When you reach the cross, you let out an
exclamation, “Adam, Eve! There it is, the cross
of Jesus!” “We are so happy for Adam and
Eve,” you say to your class or student body,
“but we want to find 1844 and the end time
and the three angels’ messages and the Sec-
ond Coming.” Picking up the “telescope” and
again putting it to your eye, search on, find-
ing the fall of Rome 500 years after the cross;
then Columbus, more than a thousand years
after the fall of Rome (more than four times
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the history of the U.S.A.)—
and you still haven’t come to
the Pilgrim Fathers or the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. “The search has
taken so long,” you say,
“that the day has grown late.
Sunset clouds are forming in
the distance. Ah, look!
There they are! There, in
the sunset clouds of the end
time, the three angels are
flying. And there at last is
1844.”

As you say, “There at
last is 1844,” the participant
who is “1844” shouts
loudly, “The hour of His
judgment has come!”

If you explain this pro-
cess clearly, step by step, all
the children who are old
enough to understand will
see that 1844 really is near
the end of time. Show them
that 97.5 percent of human
history was lived before
1844. We are down in the
final 2.5 percent of time.?

Making the Heavenly
Event Real

Our pioneers and many
of our leading writers since
then have clearly under-
stood that in 1844 both Fa-
ther and Son moved from one part of heaven
to another. For example, Joseph Bates, one of
the cofounders of our movement, wrote in
1850:

Jesus was sitting with His Father on His
throne in the Holy, where the seven lamps of fire
were. Then at the appointed time, 2300 days,
the Ancient of Days moves in something that has
wheels burning like fire, with thousands of an-
gels in attendance. Then one like the Son of
Man is brought near before Him, 13th verse [of
Dan. 7], ... How evident that both Father and
Son here lefi the throne in the Holy and moved
into the Most Holy, in accordance also with, and
close of, the message of the flying angel in Rev.
xiv. 6, 7, to sit in judgment.*

This understanding of a tremendous /ir-
eral event helped to stimulate a sense of the
importance of 1844.°

I find it helpful to renew students’ un-
derstanding that in 1844 Jesus did in fact move
from one part of heaven to another in an event
as real as His ascension to heaven and the Sec-
ond Coming. God has twice described the
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event for us, once in Daniel 7:9-14, 22, and
again in Early Writings, pages 54 and 55.°
Daniel saw the event from the “camera angle”
of heaven’s vast most holy place. Ellen G.
White saw it from the angle of heaven’s vast
holy place. She saw the Father going out of the
holy place in 1844 to go into the most holy
place and then saw the Son follow Him.
Daniel saw the Father coming into the most holy
place, with the Son following.

After studying these references, teachers
of young elementary children can help them
“dramatize” the great event. Form two groups,
one around the Father’s throne, the other
around the Son of man. One group could
move first, open books, and sing praises as they
wait for the Son of man to arrive. Then the
other group could move toward the first group
and join in the singing as the Son is presented
to the Father. You might even have a “Daniel”
and a “Mrs. White” viewing the scene with
video cameras from their different angles.

After older children have studied Daniel
7:9-14, 22, and Early Writings, pages 54, 55,

you can read aloud the dis-
cussion of the event from
Magnificent Disappoint-
ment, pages 61-68. You
could have them sing,
“Christ the Lord, All Power
Possessing,” No. 415 in the
Seventh-day Adventist Hym-
nal. (Don’t be afraid that
they won't be able to sing
the grand music to which
this hymn is sec. Children
love to sing great music
when they are taught it en-
thusiastically.)

The painting on the
cover of Magnificent Disap-
pointment is one artist’s
(Lars Justinen’s) concept of
the 1844 event. After
studying together the ref-
erences from Daniel 7 and
Early Writings, ask your
students what changes, if
any, they would like to
make in the painting. For
example, do they think
God was floating in the air
when Jesus came to meet
Him?

Relating 1844 to
End-Time Issues
Young people in jun-
ior high and academy can
be led to analyze the three
angels’ messages (Revelation 14:6-12) to find
how many different topics the angels bring
up. All these topics are made especially appli-
cable to our day by the fact that 1844 trig-
gered the first angel’s message, “The hour of his
judgment is come.” A topical list of such end-
time issues could include well over a dozen
items, such as a special emphasis on Creation,
on Sabbath observance, on true worship and
false worship, on the fallenness of most Chris-
tian churches, on the mark of the beast, and
notably on what it means to be a true, loyal
commandment keeper through faith in Jesus.
To emphasize these matters is a major reason
why our movement exists.

Making such a list can be done in a prac-
tical way. For instance, in respect to the mark
(characteristics) of the beast, ask, “Although I
don’t keep Sunday, am I breaking the com-
mandments in respect to videos I watch or
books I read?” “I don'’t persecute saints as the
beast did, but do I ‘persecute’ my mother and
brother by the way I talk to them?” “Do I
really ‘worship’ God, responding fully to what



I think He is ‘worth’®” “If most churches have
become ‘Babylon,” on what basis can I evalu-
ate such practices as their ‘gospel music’ or
speaking in tongues, and beliefs that may have
been influenced by New Age philosophies?”
And most importantly, “Am I taking advan-
tage of Christ’s help to keep His command-
ments, not only with regard to the Sabbath,
but also about loving God and loving people?””

Is the Investigative Judgment Good
News or Bad News?

Before the 1970s, our schools in North
America tended to speak of the investigative
judgment in ways that seemed threatening,
Since then, the emphasis in many cases has
shifted to one of complete assurance. A help-
ful exercise that I have conducted many times
is to invite students to find out for themselves
whether this phase of the judgment is good
news or bad news.

Older students can be divided into two
groups and asked to read chapter 28 (chapter
29 in Spanish) of The Great Controversy. Ask
one group to list all the encouraging, “good
news” kinds of things they can find, and the
other group to list cautionary, “bad news”
things. (Distributing photocopies of the pages
for the children to mark up would be help-
ful.) When they are through, they may find
they have about equal numbers of items in
each list.

The point of this exercise is to help them
see that the phase of the judgment that has
been going on since 1844 and is going on now
is one in which Jesus is most eager to save them
and to remember all their good works. How-
ever, it is also a serious judgment in which—
for the future happiness of everyone con-
cerned—only people who really want to love
God and be kind to people can be accepted.

The exercise needs to be done in an ear-
nest but upbeat manner, encouraging youth
to see that they are growing 7z Christ and that
He is patient and “isn’t through with them
yet.”

See Magnificent Disappointment, pages
123-134 for (1) the relationship between
cleansing the sanctuary and soul-searching on
the day of atonement (pages 126-128), (2)
Christ’s parable teaching that to remain for-
given we should be forgiving (pages 123, 124),
and (3) a portrayal of the joy angels will ex-
press when they meet the kind people Jesus

told them about in the investigative judgment
(pages 129, 130).

1844 and the Time of Trouble
Seventh-day Adventist youth are often
very interested in the upcoming time of

The thought of prepar-
ing Seventh-day
Adventist teenagers and
Juniors to stand indji-
vidually for Christ when
‘all the world” worships
the beast, and to choose
loyalty to Him over buy-

ing and selling essential
Jfood when billions of

their materialistic peers
are lining up with the

enemy is soberz'ng.

trouble. Help them see thar it is 1844 (along
with 1798) that teaches us that we are near-
ing the time of trouble. Thus, 1844 teaches
us that we need a kind of preparation that runs
directly contrary to many temptations that are
influencing young people today.?

Demographics indicate that when proba-
tion closes, half the world’s population will
be under 25, mostly under age 20. The
thought of preparing Seventh-day Adventist
teenagers and juniors to stand individually for
Christ when “all the world” worships the beast,
and to choose loyalty to Him over buying and
selling essential food when billions of their
materialistic peers are lining up with the en-
emy is sobering. The year 1844 has brought
us startlingly close to the end of earth’s time
line. Help your students to discover what
preparation is necessary now. &

Dr. C. Mervyn Maxwell, now retired, was for
20 years chairman of the church bistory depart-
ment at Andrews University, Berrien Springs,
Michigan.

Resources

Articles about 1844 have been appearing
all year in the Adventist Review. The first, by
James R. Nix, in the January 6 Review shows
how important Jesus was to William Miller.

Adventist Heritage teaching materials have
been developed in the Lake Union. They are
described by Fred Stephan elsewhere in this is-
sue.

1844 Made Simple, by Clifford Goldstein.

Magnificent Disappointment: What Really
Happened in 1844 . . . and Its Meaning for To-
day (Pacific Press, 1994).

Tell It to the World, and Moving Out, by C.
Mervyn Maxwell. Similar books that describe the
rise and development of our movement and mes-
sage in more-or-less story form, adapted to dif-
ferent ages. They have been popular. Tell It fo
the World has sold 10 times the usual number
of a Pacific Press book, and is still being sold
after 17 years.

An interactive computer program about Wil-
liam Miller has been developed for elementary
children by Laurel Damsteegt, 10184 Garr Road,
Berrien Springs, Ml 49103, (616) 471-5172.

The Great Controversy, chapters 18-28,
along with many other writings by Ellen G. White,
are of immense significance to our understand-

ing of 1844.
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Assn., 1958), book 1, p. 189. See Magnificent Disap-
pointment, pp. 96, 97.
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p- 10.

5. In the 1950s, the idea of two literal places in
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eral Conference in article 8 of the “Outline of Doctri-
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7. See Magnificent Disappointment, pp. 152-154.

8. See ibid., pp. 166-168.
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