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ow can we help our stu-
dents to see bevond
materialism? How can
we help them to put
Christianity into prac-
tice? How do we edu-
cate them for future

careers? Christian teachers face these
questions on a daily basis.

In an effort to help my students
experience (Ihristiunity mn action, 1
arranged for mv four seventh-graders
to join me on a 10-day Maranatha
church-building project in the Do-
minican Republic.

Our conlerence superintendent of
education was in charge of this trip.
Joining him were the four seventh
graders, an eighth grader, and five
academy students. Adults responsible
for the students included two parents,
two grandparents, an academy Bible
teacher, and myself. In addition,
three women and 10 men came from
various parts of the state. The com-
plete group totaled 15 men, five
women, and 10 students.

A mission trip such as this costs
money. How can 12- and 13-vear-olds
carn more than $600? The schools
hotne and school association voted to
give each student $100 for the trip.
The students raised the remainder of
the money from various sources. Sev-
eral of the students were sponsored
wholly or in part by relatives. Others
raised money through part-time jobs
such as lawn mowing,

One student organized a one-man
bike-a-thon and convinced his neigh-
bors to sponsor him for a dime or a
nickel a mile that he rode his bike one
Sunday. He earned $50 through this
effort.

ne family held vard sales to
contribute to the trip fund.
The members of their
small church helped as
well. One student contacted his
father’s emplover. The teacher and
the student then were asked to write

How can we help
our students to
see beyond mate-
rialism and put
Christianity
into practice?

letters explaining what the trip in-
volved and its benefits to the voung
man and his local community. One
hundred dollars arrived from this
source.

fter hearing about the mis-

sion trip, one childs grand-

mother told the )‘()llllgstt*r"s

mother, “I've been wanting
to do something for vour son. I've
done something for all the other
grandchildren. Your voungest has
been a subject of praver for me.” The
next day. she sent a check for $100.

Preparation for the trip was inte-

arated into the curriculum. One stu-
dent bonght an English-Spanish dic-
tionary. Another student checked out
Spanish langnage tapes from the pub-
lic librarv. As their teacher, I tried in
various ways to create an interest in
the Dominican Republic. We worked
hard to get two weeks ahead in our
school work. However, rather than
worrving about what my students
would miss while they were out of the
classroom, I concentrated on the ben-
efits of a short-term mission trip. I
knew such a trip would give them a
little exposure to how much of the
rest of the world lived.

Expanding the Curriculum

A mission trip can be used to
expand the classroom curriculum. In
religion classes, we emphasize the joy

of giving. Here is a real, hands-on,
giving activity to which students can
apply their talents and see immediate
results. The joy of being needed and
helping others will help them to make
positive decisions in the future,

As educators, we often hear that
Americans are unwilling to learn a
toreign langnage. But by immersing
themselves in another culture and lan-
guage, students sense a need to ex-
pand their own horizons and learn a
second language. Thev also experi-
ence a better understanding of their
native language as they try to decipher
the various road signs, comparing the
Spanish words to English.

Teaching about choices is an impor-
tant part of preparing students for the
future. But nothing in the classroom
comes close to the practical experi-
ence of learning how to mix mortar,
trving to set a block in a wall, or
assembling scalfolding. On a mission
trip, students mav get to help an elec-
trician. a carpenter, or a concrete fin-
isher. Their experiences may include
how to fasten on a rool oy prepare
meals for 30 people. They may spend
some time with a local pastor and see
how his numerous dutics differ from
those of a pastor at home. Students
will come to better understand and
appreciate the job of an interpreter.

n social studies and geography
classes, teachers are often frus-
trated because their students
lack a clear perspective on the
size of the world. A number of stu-
dents have never left their home state
or province. Air flight gives students a
birds eve view of their country and a
better understanding of its size. As
they watch the land forms far below,
they see the patchwork patterns of
farm lands, roads from the country to
the sprawling suburbs, and the busy
activity of the cities. My students
were excited to see the Statue of Lib-
erty from the air and to spot New York
Harbor and the ships traveling in it.
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Flying over the ocean gives stu-
dents some idea of the distance the
early explorers covered and lets them
see how the water color varies in dif-
ferent parts of the ocean.

« he destination country itself
“will be an experience for
voung people who have

never before left their native
an(l The\ will be surprised to see
chickens in the road and narrow
streets where the bus almost touches
the buildings on each side. They may
ride on divided highwavs paved with
dirt and sce donkevs in the median.
I the open-air markets, they will see
people negotiate on prices and food
wrapped in big leaves. The houses
will be made ()1‘ bare conerete block
with no g]uss in the window openings.
A short-term mission trip will also
teach voung people the value of math
as they use it in “real lite” storv prob-
lems. Some examples include calen-
lating air speed and arrival times. fig-
uring out time zones, and measuring
materials on the construction site.
Students can help calculate where to
place a block line or window and door
openings. At the marketplace. they
need to compare the cost of items to
those at home and make change using
local currency. At times, they may
need to h(rmc out the e\dmnwv rate.

After t]u‘) return to their (Llsm()()m,
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A mission trip
can be used to
expand the
classroom
curriculum.

thev will better understand the pur-
pose of storv problems.

Organizing the Chores

Making sure that the students were
involved inan integral way and felt
needed did prove to be a challenge.
Most of the students were not accus-
tomed to heavy manual work. The
unskilled jobs on the site were limited.
In the Dominican Republic, the
neighbor children were quick to antic-
ipate what needed to be done and
jumped in to do much of the unskilled
work.

In order to ke(*p the students
imolved. I suggest a schedule similar
to this: Two children help the cooks
with breakfast preparations. After the
meal, the building workers go to the
job site, while two students stay

behind and help
clean up the
kitchen. After
scrubbing pots and
pans. these stu-
dents have a couple
of hours to rest or
play betore they
have to help pre-
pare lunch. During
this time, trips can
be taken to the
market for food,
and students will
enjov this adven-
ture. When lunch
is ready. they can
help the cooks take
the meal to the job
site and serve the

food. These two students and perhaps
one of the cooks can stav at the job
site and work through the afternoon.
Other students who have been on the
site all morning can retum to the
kitchen with the cook and a new adult
assistant. These students do the lunch
clean-up. Thev then get time to clean
up and to rest or play until time for
supper preparations. After supper,
thev help with clean-up. This gives
them a break from the heavy labor of
the job site and a chance to rest.

t seems best for vounger chil-

dren to spend a maxinum of

about three hours cach dav

working hard at the job site.
While kitchen dnty is not e asv. at least
it is familiar to most children. and
they can have a sense of confidence
about the required tasks. This plan
allows the children some resting and
plaving time.

Young people can do a number of
things on a job site. Plan the schedule
and specific assigninents by talking to
the job superintendent before the trip.
Students can shovel and sift sand for
mortar. They can push a wheelbarrow
and supply mud to the block lavers.
Students can move blocks;at the site
They
can run errands around the site. After
the walls start going up, one student
can be kept busy with the scatfolding.
Thev can help with painting and stain-

and hand them to the muasons.

ing. In genceral, students voluntecering
for a mission trip need to be willing to
do whatever needs to be done, even if
it is picking up trash on the site.

\q hildren can also help pre-
sent a story hour for the

_neighborhood children.
A Perhaps there are one or
two adults who could be in charge.
The students who go to the job site in
the moring could help the adults
present stories during the first hour,
before evi ervone gets too sweuty.
After the story hour, the presenters
can work on the job site until noon.
The crew bringing the lunch could
present an afternoon story hour after
everyone finishes eating. The beauti-



ful felts from Sabbath schools at home
are captivating to children in develop-
ing countries who have never seen
anything like them. The stories will
need to be told in a simple way, since
many of the children will be unfamil-
iar with most Bible stories.

Often, the morning and afternoon
programs can involve different chil-
cren because the country will have a
morning and afternoon school session.
as in the Dominican Republic. Check
ahead of time to see how the local
school program operates.

Americans are a l)i\gr attraction to
neighborhood children. They love to
come and see these strange people
and find ont what they are doing. To
advertise a storv hour, talk to the local
church members. The ladies will let
their neighbors know and mav even
help with singing and storvtelling,

Guidelines for Participants

Set boundaries ahead of time.
Make sure the students. their parents,
and joby supervisors know specifically
what is expected of evervone. Chil-
dren should know who thev are to
obey and to whom they are responsi-
ble. Parents should reinforce this
inderstanding with the c¢hild in front
of the teacher and others who are also
taking part in the trip. Parents need
to support the teacher or other adults
who are taking the responsibility for
the child.

tress to students before going

on the trip that they must treat

others with respect. cven if

they don't feel like it. Neglect-
ing this area could ruin the trip for
everyone involved. Discuss with the
students the need to cooperate, even
if the job isn’t fun, and follow direc-
tions, even if they don’t understand
the reason. With these understand-
ings in place ahead of time, the mis-
sion experience will be far more
rewarding for all.

What to Take

As in all trips, vou generally realize
what you need after you get there, so
here is a wish list for future reference.

Making sure
that the students
were involved in
an integral way
and felt needed
proved to be a
challenge.

Bring plenty of sun sereen and sun
block. Put it on all the time. You will
probablv be closer to the equator than
usual and the sun’s ravs are much
more intense. Have cach student
bring several hats for protection from
the sun. Explore in advance the avail-
ability of sale drinking water and food.
Bring vour own if necessary. Take
plenty of medicine for stomach and
intestinal problems and clicek what
immunizations are recommended.

One suggestion the students
langhed at before going but wished
thev'd listened to was to obtain clothes
from the Comnnmity Services center
to wear in the foreign country. Belore
returning. they could
leave those clothes for
the people who
needed them. We
found that the nation-
als seemed to really
like T-shirts with pic-
tures and writing,

Local children will
visit the site cach day,
seeking to help and to
ITard
candy. doled out spar-

make friends.

inglv, will provide a
special treat for them.
Coloring books and
cravons or markers
make a nice gift for
the local SDA school.

After You Return . ..

After returning home, the students
will need a little “down time” to rest
and share their adventure with their
family. Then they will be ready to
present reports to the school and
church. A vesper program at the local
church and other area churches is a
nice wayv to share what they have done,

If vou feel impressed to participate
in a short-term mission trip with
voung teenagers, these words from
Ellen G. White will be encouraging:

In order that the work may go for-
ward in all its branches, God calls for
vouthful vigor, zeal, and courage. He
has chosen the vouth to aid in the
advancement of His cause. To plan
with clear mind and execute with
courageous hand demands fresh, un-
crippled energies. Young men and
women dre invited to give God the
strength of their vouth, that through the
exercise of their powers, through keen
thought and vigorous action, they may
bring glory to Him and salvation to
their fellow men (Counscls to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, p. 535). ™

Judy L. Shudl is currenily a fourth- through
sixth-grade teacher at Grand Rapids Junior
Academy in Michigan. This;article is based
on a 1993 short-term mission trip that she
and her students at Soutinvestern Seventh-
day Adventist Junior Academy in Evans-
ville, Indiana, took to the Dominican
Republic.
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