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The Three Friends

rink Boreham wis educated [or the Baptist ministry at Spurgeon’s College in London, His
ministry, which lasted well into his T0s, was spent in Australia and New Zealand, A prolific
writer, Borehaim frequently applicd well-known texts innew and stiking ways.

His bok Boutevards of Paradise includes an essay “Lend Me Three Loaves,” basad on
Luke 11:5-8. | would like toadapt some of his thought o the Chrstian teacher's reason for
baing, namely the education of cur young people

In this passage, Christ asks His hearers to imaging the unthinkable—a neighbor so selfish, so
churlish that he would refuse an honest request foe o loal of bread, Jesus' hearers would have quickly
risen up w condema this betrayal of their Eastem hentage of hospitalite. Stll more surprising is the
identity of this reluctant neighbor, for it turns oue that the parable eaches abour the nature of God.
Mo that God 1= really Chne with a full paniry bt an empty heart, for we leam in verse 13 that this is
o of the “how much more™ parables. God is seen in contrast, not comparison.
will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 1o these who ask him!™ (NIV), Jesus savs, But whe,
then, are the empry-handed householder and the midnight traveler” Well, 1am relectantly forced fo
comglude, Tam that householder,

As | walk into class for the first lecture of the semester, T feel apprehensive. | know from experi
ence that some students will so siruggle with the subject matter that I may Iose patience with them,
There will be one who has a guirk of personality that annoys me, Some will be suffenng from the
perennial loves and losses of youth, And increasingly, there will be those whoe nurse horrifying, vet all
but invisible, wounds from dysfunctional family relationships. As ke stock, [realize that Tam ol
of bread. But | remember the rich neighbor of every Christian tzacher, the One who wishes 1o provide
a smargashord of patience, sensilivity, clarity, charity, @nd the relational skills required to shape u
group of individuals into s class

As | prepare my sermon for the regional constituency meeting, | realize that many of those listen-
ing will be worried that my colleme is not giving the trumpet that old and landmark-certan seund,
Orthers are impatient with the tardiness of their church and are ilching to be off. Still others are caught
i the atrophy of indifference. As [survey my colinary resources, | realize that for such, my cupboard
is bare. How fortunate that | have arich neighbor at whose door | am always welcome. From Him 1
can expect that tasteful blend of pastoral concem with truth, that delicious misture of sensitivity with
thtezeaty, that aromatic dish combimimg mnovation and loyalty to fecd the sainis.

Astudent knocks at my office door, wishing to discuss the seeming lack of direction in bis life, |
am seized by a great horsor, that of a bareen hoard, Trealize that 20 vears have weakened my connec-
ticn with the youth culture, What do T know of the vestigial religicn, medin images, cultural icons,
iund hormone cockeail of which the average 18-year-old is comprised? But forunately, [ have recourse
to the groaning shelves of a rich Meighbor who can package for me 4 delicae confection of gentle un-
desstanding. empathetic counsel, 4 little firmness where necessary, and ai accurate perspective,

And as [ go home with my bricfcase at the end of the diy, wrung out from the afternoon’s commit-
tees, and hear the clamor of three children who all need quality tme, and a special wife to whom 1
hgrve non spoken all day, [ realize once mere that [am bankrugpt. Cowld it be that even as T1ift the
lateh, my Neighbor of the plentiful pantey may send, in answer 1o my plea, a rich and steaming dish of
patience, neise tolerance, jurisprodence, and the special ability o review a grade vwo spelling listwith
somm: enthusiasm,

This parable is sometimes called the story of the three friends, Of course, this is not really accu-

“Heww much maore

rute. The traveler is known o the housshelder. The householder is sequainted with his neighbor, bu
hee traveler and the well-provisioned neighbor have never met. This is not only the tragedy of the
world, but increasingly the situation of our students, waylarers all. Let us introduce them to the abun-
dunee of vur God. 4

Dr. Lynden X Rogers i Senior Lecturer in Phesics ar Avendale College, Cooranbong, New
South Wales, Australia. Thiv article @s based or g worshin preseniation ar an fstitute for
Christion Teaching Seminar ar Newbold Colleze, England, in June 1994,
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