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Guest Editorial

Being Smart in More
Ways Than One

deas and theories about how children
learn come and go with predictable reg-
ularity. Recently, I listened to a teacher
brush off the Theory of Multiple Intelli-
gences (MI).! Obviously, she did not
know much about it.

The Theory of Multiple Intelligences sug-
gests that individuals have varied skills and
gifts. Each person has a profile of intelli-
gences: linguistic, logical, visual, musical,
kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, and
so on. Paul illustrates this principle: “We
have different gifts, according to the grace
given us” {(Romans 12:6, NIV). Ellen White
too emphasizes the individuality of human
beings, “endowed with a power akin to that
of the Creator—individuality, power to think
and to do.” She speaks of developing “think-
ers and not mere reflectors,”™ a concept vital
to multiple intelligences.

The M theory does the following:

* It provides empirical proof for educa-
tors’ hunches. Teachers (and students) often
say, “I am a visual learner,” “I need hands-on
experience,” or “I can remember all sorts of
things if I set them to music.” So when MI is
explained to educators, parents, and stu-
dents, the usual response is, “Oh, that makes
sense.”

« It provides a broader framework for in-
structional planning and teaching. Preservice
and in-service teachers who
use MI theory are success-
fully helping students with
differing needs. As a result,
there is greater enthusiasm
about learning by both gifted
and at-risk students.

groups to experience learning within their
own tradition, while helping them to learn in
other ways.

« It begins to undo the damage done by the
traditional I1Q approach. When individuals
are told they have low levels of intelligence,
this can discourage them from pursuing their
dreams, or cause them to drop out of the ed-
ucational system in despair. The Multiple In-
telligences Theory leads them to ask, “How
are you smart?” not “How smart are you?”
This approach allows a more realistic view
of how children learn and their ultimate ca-
pabilities.

* It works. It is not just a fancy cure-all
theory that will be replaced tomorrow by
something else. I can take you to entire
schools and classrooms that have used the
MI approach for years. Learning is at an all-
time high, attitudes toward learning and
teaching are very positive, and, oh yes, in
most cases, the scores on standardized tests
have actually increased.

Granted, more powerful and sophisticated
theories may come along, but for now, the
MI theory is a terrific way for teachers to
look at kids, one another, and the instruc-
tional process. The articles in this issue of
the JOURNAL illustrate the benefits of using
MI at a variety of educational levels.

—Melvin Campbell

Dr. Melvin Campbell is Professor of Curriculum
and Instruction at La Sierra
University in Riverside, Cal-
ifornia, and Coordinator for
this issue. His enthusiasm,
hard work, and expertise
were invaluable in its plan-
ning and production.
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