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by Don McFarlane, president, British Union Conference

y recent article regard-

ing the visit of the

Pope has drawn a

larger response than

usual. While | am
happy that many have understood
my intent and found the article
helpful, on reflection | think the
intent could have been more clearly
stated. My aim was to make a dis-
tinction between the Pope as a per-
son and what he represents, and
also to urge a more constructive
approach in dealing with Catholics
and others who do not share our
faith.

In writing again on the subject of
how we relate to Catholics, there
are four points | wish to make:

Adventists have an end-time
message. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church is an end-time
movement, which God has commis-
sioned to maintain the purity of the
Gospel in an age when, due to gross
misrepresentation by Christians, the
modern world is spiritually confused
and grossly misunderstands the
sinner’s relationship to the Saviour.
Our Church has been raised up as a
corrective force in Christendom and
a voice of hope to those lost in sin’s
darkness. The three angels’ mes-
sages, which form the basis of our
understanding of our mission, are
designed to shed light, to empha-
sise our accountability to our
Creator, to distinguish between truth
and error ‘masquerading as truth’,
and to warn of the consequences of
rejecting truth.

Truth is Jesus Christ. Truth is
a word that is important to

Adventists; but what is it? | studied
Spiritual Formation with John
Dybdahl, an esteemed theologian in
our Church. | and other ‘aged’ men
were often in tears in those classes
as we realised that ministry is
much more about who we are as
individuals than about what we do
and say. As ministers, we do need
to preach, teach, visit and so on:
but spending time discovering the
God of the Bible, and allowing the
Saviour to transform our hearts,
makes ministry more than mere for-
mality; it allows God's presence to
work in our lives. Truth is not mere-
ly a compendium of teachings or a
set of doctrines: truth is Jesus
Christ. Unless Christ rules our lives,
affecting our plans, ambitions, atti-
tudes and our view of others, we
are not in possession of the truth.
As Adventists, we constantly face
the danger of seeing truth merely as
knowledge, instead of seeing it as
Christ and his likeness. He is the
Way, the Truth and the Life.
Adventist-Catholic relations.
The Seventh-day Adventist Church
is no ‘friend” of the Catholic Church.
We oppose its distortion of truth,
particularly its misrepresentation of
the provision made by God, through
Jesus, for the redemption of the
human family. This accounts for the
fact that | did not accept an invita-
tion to attend a reception for the
Pope at Westminster Central Hall.
While not being a friend of the
Catholic Church, though, we should
be friends of every Catholic, as we
are of Anglicans, Baptists and oth-
ers of different religious persua-
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sions, including those
who claim to follow no
religion. By coming
close to people and
treating them with love
and respect, we are
able to show them the
face of Jesus.

There is much
prejudice in our
world, and most of it
has arisen from
forming judgements
on people without
taking the time to
discover how they think and
what they believe. We need to fight
the tendency to label other people;
we should take time to discover
whether or not what we think of
them is accurate. | heard recently of
a Sabbath School class in which
most of the members of the class
described Muslims in very negative
terms, except for one young lady,
who had been a student missionary.
Asked for the basis of her disagree-
ment, she replied, ‘I have spent
time with Muslims and have
found many of them to be loving,
courteous, helpful and God-fearing
people.’

‘The Lord wants His people to
follow other methods than that of
condemning wrong, even though the
condemnation be just. He wants us
to do something more than to hurl
at our adversaries charges that only
drive them further from the truth.
The work which Christ came to do
in our world was not to erect barri-
ers and constantly thrust upon the
people the fact that they were
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Spirit of

“Now if any man have not the
Glirist he js nane of this’

wrong. (E.G. White, Testimonies,
vol. 6, p.121.)

Love your neighbour. Most
readers are familiar with the 24
September Sabbath School lesson
entitled, ‘All the rest is commen-
tary.” This lesson was the cause of
heated debate in some churches,
and some members said the
Church’s standards were being low-
ered. The author of the lesson was
merely saying what Christ said in
different words: “ “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the
Law?” Jesus replied: “ “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all
your mind.” This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”’ (Matt. 22:37-
40, NIV.) The purpose of the entire
Bible is to foster closeness with
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Gift Aid in the midst of austenity

Dr Richard de Lisser, SEC Stewardship director

In spite of the economic downturn, the South England Conference Stewardship department launched its Gift Aid
drive called Sign Up Sabbath on 5 December 2009; the goal being to sign up as many new gift-aiders as possible.
The incentive for each church was a cash gift of between £750 and £4,000 for the church that signed up the
highest number of new gift-aiders overall, as well as for the church that signed up the highest number pro rata of
their membership. In the former category, Croydon received £4,000, Tottenham West Green Road received £3,000

and London Ghana received £750. In the latter category, Worthing received £3,000, South London Portuguese
received £2,000 and All Nations received £750.
To date the SEC is in the process of claiming back over £400,000 for the Lord! This represents the largest

uptake in Gift Aid since its inception!

On behalf of the SEC | wish to convey my heartfelt thanks to all of our members who have signed up to the Gift
Aid programme: because of your faithfulness in the midst of austerity we can continue the work of God in this
Conference. May God continue to bless your faithfulness!

Edinburgh Adventists
take It to the street

call for local evangelism initia-
Atives, at the Scottish Mission’s

triennial session last year,
convinced an Edinburgh member
that there was an opportunity in the
heart of Scotland’s capital city.

While travelling to church every
Sabbath he would notice, from time
to time, various organisations dis-
playing their wares on the east end
of Princes Street, one of the busiest
thoroughfares in the city of
Edinburgh. A thought took hold: ‘Why
not the Seventh-day Adventist
church? We can be there also.’

Discussions with church mem-
bers took place, ideas were pon-
dered, months went by and things
moved slowly. Eventually, though, a
small team was formed, and, with
prayer to God and initiative and
effort on our side, doors were
opened and obstacles overcome. The
city council granted permission, the
church board gave us the evangel-
ism budget, church members donat-
ed, and tables, banners, books,
DVDs and thousands of tracts were
purchased. Willing volunteers helped
the Adventist church to make its first
appearance on Edinburgh’s streets
on Sabbath 12 June, and this has
continued once every two weeks
gver since.

Engaging the public has been a
rich experience for our outreach
team: people who stop at our table
for a chat are often surprised by

16 Messenger

these Christians who go to church
on Saturday, who not only preach
salvation through Jesus but offer a
wide selection of Bible information
on health, diet, lifestyle, family
issues, the benefits of Sabbath rest
and so on. In effect they see a whole
lifestyle package for everyone, from
a church which has no equal in this
field.

Sure, it's ‘early days’ yet, but
positive results are already showing.
Firstly, the Adventist table display in
the city centre is becoming a famil-
iar sight in Edinburgh. Secondly,

relations are also being established
with other Christian groups who
come to see these ‘new kids on the
block’. They are also often amazed
at the scope of our denomination.
Moreover, the sound biblical founda-
tions of the Adventist Church and
thorough study of Scripture have
enabled us to hold our ground con-
vincingly in response to the many
questions about our beliefs. Finally,
the healthy number of volunteers
ensures hundreds of pieces of litera-
ture (mostly tracts) are given out to
Edinburgh'’s citizens each fortnight.
Combined, these seeds — sown by
us and watered through prayer —
cannot fail to produce a sure
harvest. A new confidence is
showing in our Edinburgh church,
with every arm growing, empowered
through Christ by a sense of what
is possible.

JOHN WILBY

Picture of the week, submitted by John Surridge.

Full story in the next issue

New book of the week

God’s Ten Promises
Helping children understand the

Ten Commandments
by Kimberly Tagert-Paul

In this book you will find a refreshingly
different approach to learning about the Ten
Commandments, using practical applications
to show exactly what they are all about.
The teaching tips at the end of each chapter
will assist teachers, parents or caregivers to
help children recognise that God is love and
that his law shows how much he loves us
and always wants the best for us.

Contact ABC Sales on
01476 539900

to purchase your copy at £9.25 plus p&p.

ABC BOOK SALES
October

17 Filipino International
24 Greenwich
31 Wolverhampton

November
7 Harlow

10am-2pm
10am-2pm
10am-2pm

10am-2pm

ABC Shops

Watford, BUC.

9am-5pm, Monday-Thursday.

(Closed for lunch 1pm-1.30pm)
9am-12pm Friday. Closed on Sundays

Advent Centre
Sundays 11am-3pm
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Sunset

Sunset times are reproduced with permission from

data supplied by the Science Research Council.
lond  Card Noft ~ Edin  Belf
Oct 156 6.08 620 6.10 6.13 623
22 553 605 554 556 6.10
540 539 554
426 424 440

29 539 552
Nov 5 427 439

MESSENGER SUBSCRIPTIONS
Cost o member supplied in bulk to churches £6.
Single copy subscription by post £13
Overseas airmail £27.50




