
Timothy Nathanial Hope is special. As a 
delegate at the Welsh Mission Session he
represented nine per cent of the member-
ship in the Welsh Mission. Along with forty-

two others, he was baptised during the last three
years and helped to boost the recorded member-
ship in Wales to 523. Timothy gave his testimony
during the Health Ministries report. He told of how
he had been invited to a CHIP programme by a
school caretaker, how he had discovered Sabbath
worship when the CHIP programme moved to the
Newport church, and how he had not missed a
Sabbath since. While Mission sessions are, as
Pastor John Surridge pointed out in his welcome,

important but not exciting, Timothy’s joy was clear to see. He was delighted to be among the seventy-six
delegates who had registered and were ready for worship at 9:30 am on Sunday morning.

Morning worship began with a love story. The BUC president, Pastor Don McFarlane, used his own
experience of being ‘Grandma’s favourite’, while his outdoor, sporting cousin was ‘Grandpa’s favourite’,
to illustrate the story of Jacob and Esau. Looking at the two brothers’ reconciliation in Genesis 32, he
noted that Jacob became the man he was because, prior to the reconciliation, he had spent time alone
with God, had wrestled with God, had demanded much more than a token blessing from God and, as
the sun rose, had seen God face-to-face. In today’s world, Pastor McFarlane told an attentive congre-
gation, ‘we see God face-to-face in the life of Jesus, both through prayer and as we take time to read
his words.’ He then added, ‘When we see God face-to-face, we cannot be the same again.’

Concluding his devotional he emphasised that, while all of us may be good people, it is not enough
to be good on our journey to Heaven. ‘We need an unforgettable experience with God – an encounter
where God deposits his grace within us,’ he said, adding, ‘I pledge today that I will take time to 
wrestle with God each day, that I will look into his face.’

As worship moved to business under the General Conference theme, ‘Tell the world: Proclaiming
God’s grace’, Pastor Surridge used a raft of photographs to demonstrate how amply grace is being
shared in the Welsh Mission. Photos of evangelism with Jeff Youlden, the establishment of the
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Left: The Cardiff church, location of the session. 
Middle: Jeremy Tremeer. 
Right: Pastor John Surridge. 
Below: Sara Sheppard.

Report and pictures 
by Victor Hulbert

BUC Communications dept.
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ABC BOOK SALES

December
12 Harper Bell 10am-2pm
12 Nottingham Central 10am-2pm
19 Manchester Central 10am-2pm
19 Hope Community, Beckenham 10am-2pm

ABC Shops 
Watford, BUC.
9am-5pm, Monday-Thursday. 
(Closed for lunch 1pm-1.30pm)
9am-12pm Friday. Closed on Sundays

Advent Centre
Saturdays, 5pm-8pm
Sundays, 11am-3pm

Sunset
Sunset times are reproduced with permission from

data supplied by the Science Research Council.

Lond Card Nott Edin Belf
Dec 10 3.52 4.09 3.48 3.39 3.58

17 3.52 4.04 3.48 3.38 3.58
24 3.55 4.07 3.51 3.41 4.01
31 4.01 4.13 3.57 3.48 4.07

MESSENGER SUBSCRIPTIONS
Cost to member supplied in bulk to churches £6.

Single copy subscription by post £13.
Overseas airmail £27.50

New book of the week

Steps to Christ
E.G. White

This wonderful new illustrated 
version of the classic book is now

available for separate sale in either
small or large quantities.

40p each + p&p for orders up to 99 
36p each + p&p for orders of 100 to 199 

32p each + p&p for orders of 200+ 

To purchase, please contact ABC Sales
on 01476 539900

Newbold Church and College’s
Festival of Faith concluded
with the baptism of three

young people on Sabbath 13
November. Alexandra Horvath, Peter
Liebhardt and Lila Simon each chose
to be baptised at the culmination of
the week of prayer which speaker
Japhet De Oliveira titled, ‘Jesus. All.
What Else Is There?’

Peter Liebhardt shared his testi-
mony about how he had worked so
actively in the Church that he felt he
was losing his connection with God.
After being approached by Pastor
Kirsten Øster Lundqvist, he started
Bible studies and found he was able
to rediscover God in his life. Many
similar responses were given by
those who had either watched online
or attended the programmes at the
Newbold church; several people
came during the week for Bible
studies, and many more discovered
a new commitment to service. 

The Festival of Faith succeeded
in reaching out to hundreds through

the help of around forty-five volun-
teers. Throughout the week, there
were around 6,500 visits to the
Newbold Media website, with an
average of 100 viewers online each
day of the week. The power of
advertising on Facebook was high-
lighted by the fact that 75% of
online viewers were directed to the
website from Facebook links and
adverts posted by the team and
supporters of the programme.

Those contributing throughout 
the week included the media team,
worship leaders, and musicians. Vili
Costescu, a member of the Newbold
church and a student of the college,
had decided to stream the services
live to spread the message even fur-
ther than the church seats. He was
able to gather equipment and help to
implement this effective method of
reaching people outside Newbold’s
doors. At the week’s high point,
forty-seven people were involved in
the online chat, all of whom were
discussing the programme and 

topics. Involving
viewers in a live
chat was one of
the new elements
introduced in this
year’s Festival of
Faith: the aim
was for the online
viewers to play
an active part in
the programme,
and, as we had
people joining us
and commenting

from every continent, we can say
that this is something we will be
using again! In fact, the Newbold
Church has decided to use this from
7pm to 8pm on 4 December at its
monthly Moor Close talks, when
Pastor Patrick Johnson will answer
the question, ‘Why Is Jesus the Only
Way?’

Pastor Kirsten Øster Lundqvist
explained the importance of con-
necting with those that live outside
the campus: ‘some of the students
that live further away aren’t always 
able to stay involved with these 
programmes, but, because of the
technology involved in this year’s
Festival of Faith, we were able to
reach even larger numbers than the
nightly 175 that came to the church
service.’ Japhet De Oliveira, who is
the director of the Centre for Youth
Evangelism and the chaplain for
Missions at Andrews University, left
listeners inspired and refreshed,
ready to be followers of Jesus.

The week’s videos are still online 
at www.newboldmedia.org (flash
player 10 or higher required).

Andreas Lamberth: 
Eco Hero
Andreas Lamberth, the manager of
the grounds for Newbold College,
was given the Eco Hero Award at
Bracknell Pride Ceremony on
Thursday 4 November. He won this
award because of the way he blends
the line between inside and outside
classroom activity for his students.
Newbold College believes that he
truly deserves the Pride of Bracknell
Eco Hero Award because he is able
to teach conscientiousness in work
and pride in presentation through his
enthusiasm and vision. Although
Newbold College confers degrees up
to doctorate level, Andreas’ efforts
as the manager of the grounds
inspire the highest ‘degree’ of work
ethic. The college has Level II
Historic Moor Close gardens which
Andreas constantly studies to main-
tain their historical context. Both
public visitors and Newbold College
members are able to appreciate the
work that is carried out and taught
by Andreas. The appearance he
gives to nearly 90 acres of college
property has become well known
across Bracknell and beyond. During
his five years of service, we believe
that this tall Swede has become a
figure that could rival any found in
the classroom!

What else is there?
Katie Ramharacksingh
Media and PR officer, Newbold College

Back row: Pastor Kirsten Øster Lundqvist, Geert Tap, Pastor Patrick Johnson. 
Front row: Lila Simon, Alexandra Horvath and Peter Liebhardt.

Geert Tap


