/]

Y, = March 1998
W Laa S

. ¥
. ¥
y;

%

©BreSNAHAN, 94, - TwE——

¥ .:‘" :'-".,;"f,-"'
i T

The 7th-Day Sabbath ‘ Immutable Law of God : NonQImmortality of the Soul
_Christ Our Righteousness Three Angels’ Messages The Sanctuary




HAT does it mean to be justi-
fied by faith? While climbing
Pilate’s staircase on his knees
in Rome, Martin Luther was startled by a
voice quoting Romans 1:17: “The just

shall live by faith.” Suddenly, he fled
from the scene, and returned to Witten-
berg—a changed man! From that moment
on he began a war against the false doc-
trines of the Papacy—and started a revival
and reformation that spread throughout Eu-
rope and England.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church was
raised up by God to complete that Reforma-
tion begun by Luther, Swingli, Knox, and
the Wesleys. Romans 1:17 was the spark
that began the Reformation: “The just shall
live by faith.” It is the same spark that is now
needed to complete the Reformation. Satan
has taken this text and distorted it to say that
the only thing you have to do to be justified
is to believe.

Listen to God speak to us on this
important subject of faith—saving faith that
justifies the soul and brings pardon to our
names on the books of heaven:

“You will hear the cry ‘Only believe.”
Satan believed and trembled. We must have
a faith that works by love and purifies the
heart. The idea prevails that Christ has done
all for us, and that we can go on transgress-
ing the commandments and will not be held
accountable for it. This is the greatest
deception that the enemy ever devised. We
must take our position that we will not
violate the commandments at any cost, and
be in that spiritual condition that we can
educate others in spiritual things.™ Selected
Messages, book 3, 153,

What part does the Ten Commandment
Law have in man’s justification and pardon
from sin?

“We believe that we must keep that law
or we will not be saved in the kingdom of
heaven. The transgressor cannot be saved in
the kingdom of glory. It is not the law that

sanctifies anyone, nor saves us; that law
stands and cries out, *Repent that your sins
may be blotted out.” And then the sinner
goes to Jesus, and as the sinner promises
that he will obey the requirements of the
law, He blots out their guilty stains and sets
them free, and gives them power with God.”
Ibid: see also ibid., book 1, 393-394.

“Pardon and justification are one and
the same thing. . .. Thus man, pardoned,
and clothed with the beautiful garments of
Christ’s righteousness, stands faultless be-
fore God.™  Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 6, 1070.

What is the faith of Jesus referred to in
Revelation 14:12? “Here is the patience of
the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.”

Let us see what Paul has to say about this
faith: “I am crucified with Christ: neverthe-
less Ilive; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh 1
live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.” Gala-
tians 2:20. !

Again God speaks to us:

“Genuine faith will be manifested in
good works; for good works are the fruits of
faith. As God works in the heart, and man
surrenders his will to God, and cooperates
with God, he works out in the life what God
works in by the Holy Spirit, and there is
harmony between the purpose of the heart
and the practice of the life. Every sin must
be renounced as the hateful thing that
crucified the Lord of life and glory, and the
believer must have a progressive experience
by continually doing the works of Christ. It
is by continual surrender of the will, by
continual obedience, that the blessing of
justification is retained.

“Those who are justified by faith must
have a heart to keep the way of the Lord. It
is an evidence that a man is not justified by
faith when his works do not correspond to
his profession. James says, “Seest thou how
faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect?” James 2:22,

“The faith that does not produce good
works does not justify the soul. “Ye see then

how that by works a man is justified, and not
by faith only.” James 2:24. ‘Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness.” Romans 4:3.” Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 397,

“For who hath known the mind of the
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have
the mind of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 2:16.

“Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5. "And ye
shall seck me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart.” Jeremiah
29:13. “Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17.

The new creature of 2 Corinthians 5:17
is the new birth experience of John 3:1-3. 1t
is the mind of Christ working in the soul
which develops a love relationship with
Christ—inspiring loving obedience to all
known truth and a continual searching of the
Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy for
more truth. Complete obedience to all known
truth without compromise is the test of our
discipleship, and our qualification to join
the society of heaven and to inherit eternal
life.

The mind of Christ produces the faith of
Christ working daily in the life experience
which makes the sinner into a saint—and a
powerful witness. Then God can trust these
saints with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
in the latter rain. The loud cry of Revelation
18 will be a spontancous reaction from the
last generation of God’s faithful and loyal
people. God is now searching over all the
earth for these obedient people. The latter
rain is on its way! The loud cry will soon
sound! Probation is about to close for the
church and for the world! May God give us
now the saving faith of Jesus. It is our
greatest need. Then revival and reforma-
tion will soon follow. See Testimonies,
vol. 9, 126.

“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall."* 2 Peter 1:10.

Ron Spear—EpiTor
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T HE greatest threat for today’s
Christian is not gross evil. The
devil is just as capable of killing
the soul by a life of compulsive frenzy.

Let us imagine Satan calling a world-
wide convention. In his opening address
to his evil angels he says, “We can’t
keep the Christians from going to church.
We can’t keep them from reading their
Bibles and knowing the truth. We can’t
even keep them from conservative val-
ues. But we can do something else. We
can keep them from forming an intimate,
abiding experience in Christ. If they gain
that connection with Jesus, our power
over them is broken. So let them go to
church; let them have their doctrines; let
them have their conservative lifestyles;
but let’s steal their time, so they can’t
gain that experience in Jesus Christ. This
is what I want you to do, angels—dis-

tract them from getting ahold of their
Saviour.”

“How shall we do this?” shout his
angels.

“Keep them busy in the nonessentials
of life and invent unnumbered schemes
to occupy their minds,” he answeres.
“Tempt them to spend—spend and bor-
row—borrow. Convince the wives to go
to work, and the husbands to work six or
seven days a week, ten to twelve hours a
day, so they can afford their expensive
lifestyles. Keep them from spending time
with their children. As their family frag-
ments, soon their homes will offer no
escape from the pressures of work.”

“Overstimulate their minds so that they
can’t hear Jesus talk to them. Entice them to
play the radio or cassette player whenever
they drive, and to keep the TV, the VCR and
their CDs going constantly in their homes.

And see to it that every store and restaurant
in the world plays music constantly.”

“Fill their coffee tables with maga-
zines and newspapers. Pound their minds
with the news twenty-four hours a day.
Invade their driving moments with bill-
boards. Flood their mailboxes with junk
mail—sweepstakes, mail order cata-
logues, and every kind of newsletter and
promotion offering ‘free’ products, ser-
vices, and false hopes.”

“Even in their recreation, let them be
excessive. Have them return from their
recreation exhausted, disquieted and unpre-
pared for the coming week. Don’t let them
go out in nature. Send them to amusement
parks, sporting events, concerts and movies
instead. And when they meet for spiritual
fellowship, involve them in gossip and
small talk so that they leave with troubled
consciences and unsettled emotions.”

“If you can’t stop them from being
involved in soul-winning, crowd their lives
with so many good causes that they have no
time to seek power from Christ. Soon they
will be working in their own strength,
sacrificing their health and family unity for
the good of the cause.”

It was quite a convention in the end!
And all the evil angels went eagerly to
their assignments, causing Christians ev-
erywhere to get busy, busy, busy, rushing
here and there.

Has the devil been successful at his
scheme? You be the judge. The bottom
line is that most of us are not living
simple lives. Our lives are too congested.
The whole system is overstimulated.

Twelve years ago, that was my life.
However, God impressed my wife and me
to simplify our lifestyles to save our family
from spiritual death. It took drastic mea-
sures for us. We sold our 3,000-square-foot
house and our five vehicles, and got out of
debt. We and our two small boys moved into
a 960-square-foot log home in the moun-
tains, and learned to simplify our lives. We
heat with wood, cook on a wood cook stove,
and grow and preserve much of our food. 1
took in just enough work as a wilderness
real estate agent to provide for my family
and allow time for my speaking and coun-
seling ministry. Today, even though I no
longer sell real estate, I must constantly
evaluate the demands of the ministry against
the needs for our spiritual development.

Jim Hohnberger, of Restoration International,
writes from Polebridge, Montana, and has dedi-
cated his life full-time to reaching all people with
the practical gospel.
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Busy Is Not Better

I recently overheard this conversa-
tion in a post office, “Irene, I haven’t
seen you in years. How are you doing?”

“Oh busy, busy, busy. ... "

Have you heard that? It almost seems
as if we are not important people unless
we are busy.

The lady responded, “That’s great!”

No, it isn’t! I wanted to preach a
sermon in the post office. We are too
stressed out, friends. We are too pushed—
too rushed. We run too fast!

I want to share a recent letter from a
pastor’s wife:

“I have come to the conviction that I
need to slow down, get on a schedule,
and spend more time in prayer and in the
Word of God. . .. I realize that my hus-
band is not going to join me in this
resolution. Nevertheless, I need to be
committed alone. I understand the con-
cept of good, better, best. I surely want
to choose the best.

“I feel trapped right now. My sched-
ule is so tight with conducting cooking
schools, being Sabbath School teacher
and leader, personal ministries leader for
basically two churches, Ingathering co-
ordinator for two churches, Health and
Temperance leader, Community Services
helper, Vacation Bible School leader and
teacher for two churches, newsletter and
sometimes bulletin editor, plus going ev-
ery single month for state conference
meetings with my husband. I also attend
seminars for personal ministries leaders,
and six other ministerial meetings a year
with my husband, plus church board
meetings because I have all these offices
in the respective churches.

“As I am writing this to you it seems
crazy to me in light of the work of
sanctification that needs to be done in
my own life. . .. What do I quit? Where
do I start? My life is a constant chase
after unfinished tasks and upset people.”

A wise Christian wrote, “The Lord
never compels hurried, complicated
movements. Many gather to themselves
burdens that the merciful heavenly Fa-
ther did not place on them. Duties He
never designed them to perform chase
one another wildly. God desires us to
realize that we do not glorify His name
when we take so many burdens that we
are overtasked and, becoming heart
weary and brain weary, chafe and fret
and scold. We are to bear only the
responsibilities that the Lord gives us,
trusting in Him, and thus keeping our

hearts pure and sweet and sympathetic.”
My Life Today, 81.

Who put those burdens on the
pastor’s wife?—She just picked up
everyone’s expectations. God did not
place them on her.

Listen to what God promises His
people: “For thus saith the Lord Gop, the

“Louise, I prayed for this for ten
years. I don’t have to get on my knees
any longer. I've watched your life. I've
seen what’s been happening. It’s already
an answer to my prayer. I'll pick you up
at the train station. Come.”

When Louise came she had bleeding
ulcers, pre-cancerous cells, anemia, and

f we are going to find that living, vital
connection with Jesus Christ, we must quiet
our lives. We must simplify.

Holy One of Israel; In returning and
rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and
in confidence shall be your strength.”
Isaiah 30:15. (All emphasis supplied un-
less otherwise noted.) We need to return
and find our rest, to find that connection
with God. When we experience that qui-
etness and confidence, we will know that
God is with us every moment and every
second of the day. If we are going to find
that living, vital connection with Jesus
Christ, we must quiet our lives. We must
simplify. But the text ends with a sad
commentary, “and ye would not.” How-
ever, that does not have to be said about
you and me. We can choose God’s rest.

Less Is More

I had just finished speaking at a se-
ries of meetings when a lady handed me
a note that read, “Call your sister, imme-
diately!”

Why would Louise search for me in
another state and send me a message like
that, I wondered. Within five minutes I
was dialing my sister. Her husband an-
swered the phone. “Praise God you
called! Your sister wants to talk to you!”

“What’s up, Joe?”

“I can’t tell you, Jim. I'll let Louise
tell you.”

Louise was in tears, “Jim, I’'m so
thankful you called. I just came from the
doctor’s office. He told me to make up
my last will and testament. He said I'm a
basket case. Can I come and stay with
you for a month? I need help.”

“Yes, come.”

“You’re sure? Don’t you want to pray
about it? You pray about everything, Jim.”

was close to a nervous breakdown. She
was forty-six years old, and her hands
couldn’t stop shaking. Her eyes had that
faraway look. I took her up to our little
mountain home.

What had happened to my sister? We
were raised in the same home, in the
same family. However, she got caught up
in the American—I'm not going to say
“dream” —but myth! My sister was work-
ing fourteen hours a day, six to seven
days a week, leaving her children be-
hind, trying to find that dream home, and
furnish her place with dream furnishings.
Necessity started controlling her. It was
destroying her! It took a doctor to wake
her up!

The modern American dream is a
myth! But the myth doesn’t exist only in
America. It exists in Australia, New
Zealand, Great Britain, Europe, Japan,
Brazil—and all over the world! People
are caught up, and it’s destroying their
lives.

Our whole family began to minister
to her, and she became one with us in
our daily routine. She had worship with
us in the morning, and in the evening.
She sang with us. She walked with us.
She ate our diet, played pick-up sticks
and dominos with the boys at night, and
joined in our family reading time.

My wife, a nurse, ministered to her in
the health areas, and her anemia im-
proved. As she slowed down, a desire
for God was reborn in her heart. At the
end of thirty days, she told me, “You
know, Jim, I can summarize my stay with
your family in three words: less is more.”

These words summarize a sermon I
could not preach in an hour. You see, we
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had a smaller home than she did. We had
less furnishings, less clothes, less in our
garage, less of everything that the world
offers, but we had more than the world
could ever give. We had love in our
home. We had companionship. We had
time for one another. That is why she
said, “Less is more.” I wish that com-
mentary could be said in every one of
our homes.

The message is simplify, simplify,
simplify.

The Excess Is Killing Us

I was visiting my parents recently, and I
went for a long walk through my childhood
neighborhood. As I walked, God began to

It’s quite a sermon, isn’t it? If you
could live in one of those new subdivi-
sions with the 3,000-square-foot homes
and the three or four vehicles in the
driveway, and listen to the family inter-
act, what would you see? A happy fam-
ily gathered together? Would you see a
difference between that and grandma’s
home? Is there more happiness in mod-
ern society? Is there more peace? Do
you think they are living the simple life?

Is our excess just in the sizes of our
homes?—No. What about our shoes? Our
clothes? Dishes? Vehicles?

When we are out speaking we often
stay with families. One of our hosts had
fifty pairs of shoes—under her bed, in
her closet, just everywhere!

‘ N [ e had less furnishings, less clothes, less in
our garage, less of everything that the
world offers, but we had more than the world

could ever give.

speak to me, “Jim, I want to show you the
progression that Satan is making in this
world.” And as I looked at those simple
homes, about 1200-1300 square feet, they
all had what kind of garages?—One-car
garages. No extras. That was in the 1950s.

And then my parents sold that home
during the 60s, and moved into a newer
section of town. As I walked through that
area, the houses had grown to 1,600-2,000
square feet. Nice homes! What size garages
did they have?—Two-car garages.

And then the Lord said, “Jim I want
you to take a little longer walk.” So I
went to the new subdivision in that com-
munity, and what size do you think the
homes were?—3,000-5,000 square feet.
And what size were the garages?—Three
and four-car garages.

And the Lord told me to go on a longer
walk. “Go where your grandparents lived.”
I walked into that neighborhood, and I was
astonished! All those old homes had big,
covered porches. Why you could have
meetings on those front porches! Why did
all those old homes have porches?—Be-
cause they didn’t have TV sets. When the
father came home at night, the family would
all go out on the porch and talk. The
children would play while grandma would
knit. And the family would just sit and talk.

At one place, I thought my hosts had
company. They had four vehicles—
a vehicle for this, a vehicle for that. Wait
a minute. Four vehicles for what? They
had to be paid for, maintained, and
washed once a week. That takes a lot of
time and money. I'm not downgrading
the people. Rather it’s the system. Before
we moved, we had five vehicles.

Another home we visited was about
4,500 square feet, with a huge kitchen,
six different sets of dishes—one of which
was “just to match the drapes.” This
poor woman bought dishes to match the
drapes! We had an opportunity to see her
closet. I counted thirty dresses, thirty-
five skirts, thirty-nine blouses, and I'm
not going to tell you how many shoes.

Once I counted twenty-five pairs of tennis
shoes—Nikes—in a young boy’s closet. Have
we lost our minds, friends? Do we need to
simplify? Think about your closets.

When we moved from our 3,000-
square-foot home, we held a rummage
sale. Some of you could be wealthy hold-
ing a rummage sale. We made $10,000!
That was twelve years ago. Talk about
excess! We needed the simple life.

The devil has this whole world on a
train going faster and faster—to perdi-
tion. And he won’t stop that train to let

anybody off, because he knows that when
you have time to think and reflect, that
would allow the opportunity to draw close
to God. I praise God that we got off the
train twelve years ago! “For thus saith
the Lord Gob, the Holy One of Israel; In
returning and rest shall ye be saved; in
quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength.”

Keep It Simple

“Well,” I can almost hear someone
saying, “the simple life is hard and dull,
Jim.”

Right out our backdoor we see elk and
moose. We can pet the deer. One day I was
putting clothes on the line when a huge buck
put his nose in my back pocket. Now that is
a little bit of heaven! Isn’t that better than
Disneyland? And when you get close to
nature, you get close to nature’s God.

My boys are never bored. All we
have to do is say, Yes. Yes, you can go
back-packing, canoeing, and cross-coun-
try skiing. Yes, you can go mountain-
climbing, rapelling, and you can go track
down that moose. Yes, you can go ex-
ploring in the backwoods. Yes, yes, yes.
And yes, we’ll go with you. Children in
the other environment are told, No, no,
no—and then rebellion sets in.

By the way, simplicity is a stern disci-
pline. But this is not a new sort of legalism,
if it is done with Christ. It also helps us to
find Christ and bring Him into our mar-
riages and into our families. It is not just
some new reform that we all follow, think-
ing that we are the saved ones because we
live the simplest lives in the world.

Christ lived a simple life, friends. He is
our Pattern, isn’t He? He is our Timeless
Example. The utter simplicity of Christ’s
life can be found in one verse: “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in
favour with God and man.” Luke 2:52. We
have just summarized thirty years of Christ’s
life. The silence of the Scriptures about His
early life teaches an important lesson: The
more quiet and simple the life, the more free
from artificial excitements, the more in
harmony with nature, the more favorable it
is to physical, mental and spiritual strength.
Again, less is more. The thirty quiet and
simple years prepared Christ for the three
and one-half busy years.

What is the Holy Spirit saying to
you?—Get off that train and follow
Christ’s example. He promises, “And my
people shall dwell in a peaceable habita-
tion, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet
resting places.” Isaiah 32:18. O
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HERE is an ongoing discussion

among Adventists concerning the

question of city life and ministry.
Are we to leave the cities? How will we
know if and when to go? Would a migra-
tion of Gods people from the densely
populated suburbs to the sparsely popu-
lated rural areas hinder the work of
spreading the gospel to the masses? Can
1 good Christian withstand the influ-
ences of city life?

In an attempt to answer these and
many other pertinent questions con-
cerning the Christian home and wit-
ness, we have sought divinely inspired
counsel from Ellen G. White, author of
numerous books and articles dealing
with the Christian home.

Editors: Sister White, there are a
multitude of problems facing the Sev-
enth-day Adventist family today: enter-
tainment, dress, diet, theology, discipline,
and where to live, to name just a few.
What do you see as the solution for our
complex challenges?

EGW:
The gospel
is a won-
derful simpli-
fier of life’s
problems. Its
instruction
heeded
would make
plain many
a perplexity
and save us
from many
an error. It
teaches us
to estimate
things at their true value and to give
the most effort to the things of greatest
worth—the things that will endure. This
lesson is needed by those upon whom
rests the responsibility of selecting a
home. They should not allow them-
selves to be diverted from the highest
aim. Let them remember that the home
on earth is to be a symbol of and a
preparation for the home in heaven.
Life is a training school, from which
parents and children are to be gradu-
ated to the higher school in the man-
sions of God. As the location for a
home is sought, let this purpose direct
the choice. Be not controlled by the
desire for wealth, the dictates of fash-
ion, or the customs of society. Con-
sider what will tend most to simplicity,
purity, health, and real worth. The Min-
istry of Healing, 363.

Editors: It sounds as if you are ad-
vocating a rural or country home as the
ideal for the family. Would you please
expand on this?

EGW: Life in the cities is false and
artificial. The intense passion for money
getting, the whirl of excitement and plea-
sure secking, the thirst for display, the
luxury and extravagance, all are forces
that, with the great masses of mankind,
are turning the mind from life’s true
purpose. They are opening the door to a
thousand evils. Upon the youth they have
almost irresistible power. Ibid., 364.

Instead of dwelling where only the
works of men can be seen, where the
sights and sounds frequently suggest
thoughts of evil, where turmoil and con-
fusion bring weariness and disquietude,
go where you can look upon the works
of God. Find rest of spirit in the beauty
and quietude and peace of nature. Let
the eye rest on the green fields, the
groves, and the hills. Look up to the blue
sky, unobscured by the city’s dust and
smoke, and breathe the invigorating air
of heaven. Go where, apart from the
distractions and dissipations of city life,
you can give your children your compan-
ionship, where you can teach them to
learn of God through His works, and
train them for lives of integrity and use-
fulness. Ibid., 367.

Editors: What are the evils that you
see as being sufficient cause for Sev-
enth-day Adventists to consider a move
out of the cities?

EGW: One of the most subtle and
dangerous temptations that assail the chil-
dren and youth in the cities is the love of
pleasure. Holidays are numerous; games
and horse racing draw thousands, and the
whirl of excitement and pleasure attracts
them away from the sober duties of life.

Ellen G. White

March 1998  OQur Firm Foundation 7



Money that should have been saved for
better uses is frittered away for amusements.

Through the working of trusts, and
the results of labor unions and strikes,
the conditions of life in the city are
constantly becoming more and more dif-
ficult. Serious troubles are before us;
and for many families removal from the
cities will become a necessity. Ibid., 364.

Editors: Are there other dangers that
you see besides the moral corruption and
temptations?

EGW: The physical surroundings in
the cities are often a peril to health. The
constant liability to contact with disease,
the prevalence of foul air, impure water,
impure food, the crowded, dark, unhealth-
ful dwellings, are some of the many evils
to be met.

It was not God’s purpose that people
should be crowded into cities, huddled
together in terraces and tenements. In the
beginning He placed our first parents
amidst the beautiful sights and sounds
He desires us to rejoice in today. The
more nearly we come into harmony with
God’s original plan, the more favorable
will be our position to secure health of
body, and mind, and soul. Ibid., 365.

Editors: Are there some Biblical ex-
amples of the benefits of country living
that could be a help to us?

EGW: So with the great majority of
the best and noblest men of all ages.
Read the history of Abraham, Jacob, and
Joseph, of Moses, David, and Elisha.
Study the lives of men of later times who
have most worthily filled positions of
trust and responsibility, the men whose
influence has been most effective for the
world’s uplifting.

How many of these were reared in
country homes? They knew little of
luxury. They did not spend their youth in
amusement. Many were forced to struggle
with poverty and hardship. They early
learned to work, and their active life in
the open air gave vigor and elasticity to
all their faculties. Forced to depend upon
their own resources, they learned to com-
bat difficulties and to surmount obstacles,
and they gained courage and persever-
ance. They learned the lessons of self-
reliance and self-control. Sheltered in a
great degree from evil associations, they
were satisfied with natural pleasures and
wholesome companionships. They were
simple in their tastes and temperate in

their habits. They were governed by prin-
ciple, and they grew up pure and strong
and true. When called to their lifework,
they brought to it physical and mental
power, buoyancy of spirit, ability to plan
and execute, and steadfastness in resist-
ing evil, that made them a positive power
for good in the world. Ibid., 366.

Editors: You have given quite a num-
ber of warnings about dwelling in the
cities. Other than the story of the notori-

for that event. To parents He sends the
warning cry: Gather your children into
your own houses; gather them away
from those who are disregarding the com-
mandments of God, who are teaching
and practicing evil. Get out of the large
cities as fast as possible. Establish church
schools. Give your children the Word of
God as the foundation of all their educa-
tion. This is full of beautiful lessons, and
if pupils make it their study in the pri-
mary grade below, they will be prepared

ive your children the Word of God as the

foundation of all their education. This is
full of beautiful lessons, and if pupils make it
their study in the primary grade below, they will
be prepared for the higher grade above.

ous dwellers in Sodom and Gomorrah,
what Biblical basis do you have for such
counsel?

EGW: When the children of Israel were
gathered out from among the Egyptians, the
Lord said: “For I will pass through the land
of Egypt this night, and will smite all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and
beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will
execute judgment: I am the Lorp. . . . And
ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it
in the blood that is in the basin, and strike
the lintel and the two side posts with the
blood that is in the basin; and none of you
shall go out at the door of his house until the
morning. For the Lorp will pass through to
smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side
posts, the Lorp will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto
your houses to smite you. And ye shall
observe this thing for an ordinance to thee
and to thy sons forever.” Exodus 12:12, 22~
24. The blood upon the lintel of the door
symbolized the blood of Christ, who alone
saved the first-born of the Hebrews from the
curse. Any one of the children of the
Hebrews who was found in an Egyptian
habitation was destroyed.

This experience of the Israelites was
written for the instruction of those who
should live in the last days. Before the
overflowing scourge shall come upon the
dwellers of the earth, the Lord calls upon
all who are Israelites indeed to prepare

for the higher grade above. Testimonies,
vol. 6, 194-195.

Editors: Your statements ring with a
sense of urgency. Is there imminent physi-
cal danger for those living in or near the
cities?

EGW: “Out of the cities, out of the
cities!™ This is the message the Lord has
been giving me. The earthquakes will
come; the floods will come; and we are
not to establish ourselves in the wicked
cities, where the enemy is served in ev-
ery way, and where God is so often
forgotten. The Lord desires that we shall
have clear spiritual eyesight. We must be
quick to discern the peril that would
attend the establishment of institutions in
these wicked cities. We must make wise
plans to warn the cities, and at the same
time live where we can shield our chil-
dren and ourselves from the contaminat-
ing and demoralizing influences so preva-
lent in these places. Life Sketches,
409-410.

Editors: It is said that you were
shown specific disasters that would come
upon some of our cities. Could you please
share what you saw?

EGW: While at Loma Linda, Cali-
fornia, April 16, 1906, there passed be-
fore me a most wonderful representation.
During a vision of the night, [ stood on
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an eminence, from which 1 could see
houses shaken like a reed in the wind.
Buildings, great and small, were falling
to the ground. Pleasure resorts, theaters,
hotels, and the homes of the wealthy
were shaken and shattered. Many lives
were blotted out of existence, and the air
was filled with the shrieks of the injured
and the terrified.

The destroying angels of God were at
work. One touch, and buildings so thor-
oughly constructed that men regarded
them as secure against every danger,
quickly became heaps of rubbish. There
was no assurance of safety in any place.
I did not feel in any special peril, but the
awfulness of the scenes that passed be-

immense ball of fire falling among some
beautiful mansions, causing their instant
destruction. I heard someone say, “We
knew that the judgments of God were
coming upon the earth, but we did not
know that they would come so soon.”
Others said, “You knew? Why then did
you not tell us? We did not know.”™ On
every side I heard such words spoken. . . .

I seemed to awake from sleep but
was not in my home. From the windows
I could behold a terrible conflagration.
Great balls of fire were falling upon
houses, and from these balls fiery arrows
were flying in every direction. It was
impossible to check the fires that were
kindled, and many places were being

D o not consider it a great deprivation, that
you must go into the hills and mountains,
but seek for that retirement where you can be
alone with God, to learn His will and way.

fore me I cannot find words to describe.
It seemed that the forbearance of God
was exhausted, and that the judgment
day had come.

The angel that stood by my side then
instructed me that but few have any con-
ception of the wickedness existing in our
world today, and especially the wicked-
ness in the large cities. He declared that
the Lord has appointed a time when He
will visit transgresssors in wrath for per-
sistent disregard of His law. . . .

Throughout the following day I pon-
dered the scenes that had passed before
me, and the instruction that had been
given. . ..

On April 18, two days after the scene
of falling buildings had passed before
me, I went to fill an appointment in the
Carr Street Church, Los Angeles. As we
neared the church, we heard the news-
boys crying, “San Francisco destroyed
by an earthquake!™ With a heavy heart |
read the first hastily printed news of the
terrible disaster. Ibid., 407-400.

Editors: Are there any other scenes
that were of particular importance?

EGW: Not long ago a very impres-
sive scene passed before me. I saw an

destroyed. The terror of the people was
indescribable. Maranatha, 25.

Editors: What was the magnitude of
the destruction? Was it as extensive as
the devastation of Sodom and Gomorrah?

EGW: Strictly will the cities of the
nations be dealt with, and yet they will
not be visited in the extreme of God’s
indignation, because some souls will yet
break away from the delusions of the
enemy, and will repent and be converted,
while the mass will be treasuring up
wrath against the day of wrath. Ibid.

Editors: On the subject of imminent
destruction, people frequently dwell on
the sensational, and generate rumors. It
has been circulated that you at one time
were predicting the destruction of New
York City by a tidal wave. Does this
have any basis in fact?

EGW: Since the San Francisco
earthquake, many rumors have been
current regarding statements I have
made. Some have reported that while
in Los Angeles, I claimed that I had
predicted the San Francisco earth-
quake and fire, and that Los Angeles

would be the next city to suffer. This
is not true. The morning after the
earthquake, I said no more than that
“the carthquakes will come; the
floods will come;™ and that the Lord’s
message to us is that we shall “not
establish ourselves in the wicked cit-
ies.”

Not many years ago, a brother labor-
ing in New York City published some
very startling notices regarding the de-
struction of that city. I wrote immedi-
ately to the ones in charge of the work
there, saying that it was not wise to
publish such notices; that thus an excite-
ment might be aroused which would re-
sult in a fanatical movement, hurting the
cause of God. It is enough to present the
truth of the Word of God to the people.
Startling notices are detrimental to the
progress of the work.

Under date of August 9, 1903, I further
wrote regarding this sensational report:

“How comes the word that 1 have
declared that New York is to be swept
away by a tidal wave? This I have never
said. I have said, as I looked at the great
buildings going up there, story after story,
“What terrible scenes will take place
when the Lord shall arise to shake terri-
bly the earth! Then the words of Revela-
tion 18:1-3 will be fulfilled.”

The whole of the eighteenth chapter
of Revelation is a warning of what is
coming on the earth. But I have no light
in particular in regard to what is coming
on New York, only that I know that one
day the great buildings there will be
thrown down by the turning and over-
turning of God's power. From the light
given me, I know that destruction is in
the world. One word from the Lord, one
touch of His mighty power, and these
massive structures will fall. Scenes will
take place the fearfulness of which we
cannot imagine.

But I have sent cautions to the breth-
ren working in New York, saying that
these flaming, terrifying notices should
not be published. When my brethren go
to extremes, it reacts on me, and I have
to bear the reproach of being called a
false prophet. . . .

The destroying angels are today ex-
ecuting their commission. Death will
come in all places. This is why I am so
anxious for our cities to be warned. Re-
view and Herald, July 5, 1906.

Editors: Do we have any hope that
conditions will ever stabilize or improve
for city dwellers?
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EGW: Light has been given me that
the cities will be filled with confusion,
violence, and crime, and that these things
will increase till the end of this earth’s
history. Testimonies, vol. 7, 84.

Editors: It sounds as though you are
suggesting that every God-fearing Sev-
enth-day Adventist is to make plans to
leave the cities. Practically speaking, how
can our people know when and how to
leave, and what they can do in the mean-
time?

EGW: More and more, as time ad-
vances, our people will have to leave the
cities. For years we have been instructed
that our brethren and sisters, and espe-
cially families with children, should plan
to leave the cities as the way opens
before them to do so. Many will have to
labor earnestly to help open the way. But
until it is possible for them to leave, so
long as they remain, they should be most
active in doing missionary work, how-

ever limited their sphere of influence
may be. As they yield their talents and
their all to God to be used as He may
direct; as they live out their consecration
by engaging in practical missionary work
wherever opportunity affords, God will
bless them with wisdom and discretion,
and in His own way and time He will
make it possible for them to place them-
selves where they will not be surrounded
constantly with the contaminating influ-
ences of modern city life. Review and
Herald, September 27, 1906.

Editors: If we leave the cities, won't
they be left in a vacuum of darkness—
largely unworked and unwarned?

EGW: The cities are to be worked
from outposts. Said the messenger of
God, “Shall not the cities be wamed?
Yes; not by God’s people living in them,
but by their visiting them, to warn them
of what is coming upon the earth.”
Maranatha, 184.

Editors: In summary, Sister White,
what do you feel is at the heart of God’s
message to us in regard to our need to
get out of the cities?

EGW: Who will be warned? We say
again, “Out of the cities.” Do not consider it
a great deprivation, that you must go into the
hills and mountains, but seek for that retire-
ment where you can be alone with God, to
learn His will and way. . . .

I urge our people to make it their
lifework to seek for spirituality. Christ is
at the door. This is why I say to our
people. “Do not consider it a privation
when you are called to leave the cities
and move out into the country places.
Here there await rich blessings for those
who will grasp them. By beholding the
scenes of nature, the works of the Cre-
ator, by studying God’s handiwork im-
perceptibly you will be changed into the
same image.” Selected Messages, book
2, 355-356. O
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HE San Francisco Chronicle,
TTuesday, February 12, 1929, ex-
ploded with the headlines,
“Mussolini and Gasparri Sign Historic

Roman Pact . . . Healed Wound of
Many Years.” It was hardly likely that
the correspondent and the editors of the
San Francisco Chronicle had any con-
cept of the significance of the dramatic
event that they were reporting. The pre-
vious day, February 11, 1929, Cardinal
Gasparri (representing Pope Pius XI) and
Benito Mussolini (representing King Vic-
tor Emmanuel III) signed the Lateran
Treaty.

When the nation of Italy was re-
united in 1870 by Garibaldi, no tempo-
ral kingdom was allotted to the Papacy.
In fact, the Papal States were forcibly
wrenched from the Vatican’s control
and ceded to the kingdom of Italy. This
festering sore left a major rift between
the Italian monarchy and the Papacy.
As a protest against the decision of the
Italian monarchy to cede the Papal

;
. .

The Deadly

oUNno
Is Healed

{f
States to the kingdom of Italy, no pope

had set foot outside the Vatican from
1870 to 1929; however, things changed
with the signing of the Lateran Treaty.
Among other things, the kingdom of
Italy guaranteed the international sov-
ereignty of the Holy See, giving it
absolute and sole jurisdiction over the
Vatican State. This territory was com-
posed of a mere 108 acres. The words
chosen for the San Francisco Chronicle
report were most remarkable! These
included “healed the wound of many
years” and “healing the wound which
had festered since 1870.” These very
words paralleled the words that were
used in Scripture almost two thousand
years before in the prophecy of the
revival and renaissance of the Papacy.

“And I saw one of his heads as it
were wounded to death; and his deadly
wound was healed: and all the world
wondered after the beast.” Revelation
13:3. (All emphasis supplied unless oth-
erwise noted.)

Revelation, chapter 13, provides dra-
matic insight into the final efforts of the
antichrist power to deceive the world
and coerce all its inhabitants into obey-
ing his edicts. It offers evidence that the
Papacy would dominate the Christian
world for 1260 years. See “The Medi-
eval Reign of the Papacy,” Our Firm
Foundation, February 1998. This period
ended in 1798 when General Berthier, of
Napoleon’s army, conquered the various
Italian states, and eventually took the
reigning pope, Pius VI, prisoner to north-
ern Italy and then back to southern
France, where he died in August 1799.
This act inflicted the deadly wound that
was prophesied in Revelation 13:3. At
that time, few foresaw the future revival
of the Papacy because of its complete
destruction.

In the year 1797, the Directoire (revo-
lutionary government of France) had com-
missioned Joseph Bonaparte (brother of
Napoleon), who was already in Rome, to
make plans that, upon the death of the
sickly Pius VI, no new pope would be
elected. The Directoire saw the Papacy
as the irreconcilable enemy of the French
Republic. To the dismay of the French
leadership, Pius VI survived and recov-
ered from his illness. Had Pius VI died
in 1797, as seemed certain, the prophe-
cies of Daniel and Revelation, which
told of the 1260-year medieval rule of
the Papacy, would have proven wrong by
one year. Biblical prophecy is accurate
to the very year.

On arrival in Rome in 1798, Berthier’s
officers demanded that Pope Pius VI
surrender his temporal power. When he
refused, he was dragged from the altar,
his rings were removed from his fingers,
and he was taken prisoner. With the
death of Pius VI, in August 1799, and
Napoleon’s declared determination that
no successor would be elected, it was
almost universally believed that the Pa-
pacy had come to its final and irrevers-
ible end. One correspondent even wrote
the obituary of the Papacy.

However, the sure word of Biblical
prophecy had predicted that the deadly
wound would be healed. That healing
has been a long and slow process, but
it began surprisingly early. Shortly af-
ter the death of Pius VI, the French
Revolutionary forces had serious ca-
tastrophes, and troops had to be with-
drawn from southern Italy. Taking ad-
vantage of this situation, the cardinals
met and elected Barnabas Chiarominti
as Pope Pius VII on March 14, 1800,
only six and one-half months after the
pope’s death; thus began the re-estab-
lishment of the Papacy.

March 1998 Qur Firm Foundation 11



Surprisingly, Napoleon soon became
reconciled to the fact that most of the
French citizens supported the Roman
Catholic Church. Therefore, he signed a
concordat with the Catholic Church, de-
claring that the state acknowledged the
Catholic Church as the religion of France,
and called for the loyalty of the bishops
to the state. On December 2, 1804, Pope
Pius VII reluctantly traveled to Paris in
order to crown Napoleon as the emperor
of France in the Notre Dame Cathedral.
However, Napoleon took the crown from

nal Pacelli, he had been papal nuncio
to Nazi Germany. He was greatly
suspicioned, during World War 11, of
being sympathetic to the Nazi and Fas-
cist causes. It was still an era of con-
tention between many Protestants and
Roman Catholics. We cannot forget our
maternal grandfather, John Bailey (of
northern Irish Protestant heritage), and
his unwavering bigotry against Roman
Catholicism. He was an avid reader of
The Rock, a weekly paper put out by
anti-Catholic Protestants, who reported

he influence of the medieval Papacy was,

for the most part, confined to the sphere of
Europe; however, today the neo-papal power is
asserting its mighty influence over the whole

earth!

the surprised pontiff and crowned him-
self as emperor. Today, the Vatican mu-
seum displays the magnificent pair of
eight-feet-tall porcelain candlesticks that
were used during the coronation cer-
emony which followed Napoleon’s as-
sumption of the title of emperor. Napo-
leon offered them as a gift to the restored
Papacy. Step by painful step, the Papacy
began its rise until the Lateran Treaty of
1929 was signed. From that point on-
ward, the power and influence of the
Papacy experienced steady growth. More
recently, that growth has been dramatic!

We are living during the time when
the Papacy is being restored to even
greater power than it exercised during
the Middle Ages. The influence of the
medieval Papacy was, for the most part,
confined to the sphere of Europe; how-
ever, today the neo-papal power is as-
serting its mighty influence over the
whole earth! “And all the world won-
dered after the beast.”

“And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.”
Revelation 13:8.

“And the woman which thou sawest
is that great city, which reigneth over the
kings of the earth.” Revelation 17:18.

As lads growing up, my brother
Colin and I well-remember Pope Pius
XII (successor to Pius XI). As Cardi-
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every excess of the Roman Catholic
Church.

Many years later, when I was a phy-
sician in Sydney, I happened to have the
editor of The Rock, Mr. Campbell, as
one of my patients. I mentioned our
grandfather’s loyalty to his paper. The
editor bitterly reported that in the 1940s
this paper had a weekly circulation of
40,000 copies, but that it had dropped by
the 1970s to a monthly paper with a
circulation of about 2,000. Then, with
strong emotion, he added, “It’s all the
fault of those ‘ecumaniacs.” ™ Times had
certainly changed!

The suspicion that Pope Pius XII
engendered was especially strong in the
allied nations. At that time, it was easy
to distrust the Papacy and the Roman
Catholic Church. After the death of Pius
XII, in 1958, the College of Cardinals
unexpectedly chose the 76-year-old Car-
dinal Roncalli as Pope John XXIII. Many
expressed the view that he would be an
interim pope until the cardinals could
agree upon a more suitable younger man.
But John XXIII, in four and one-half
short years, changed the face of Catholi-
cism. His Vatican II Council altered the
image of the Papacy from one of intrigue
and suspicion to that of love and social
justice. The impact of this change was
more obvious in the United States than
in most countries. Just prior to the Lateran
Treaty, Al Smith had accepted the Demo-

cratic nomination as the 1928 presiden-
tial candidate. But Smith, a Roman Catho-
lic, was overwhelmingly defeated by the
Republican, Herbert Hoover. Anti-Catho-
lic feelings clearly governed the voters’
decision at that time. Some predicted
that no major party would be foolish
enough to again field a Roman Catholic
presidential candidate.

However, little more than 30 years
later, the ecumenical climate was so fa-
vorable, and Pope John XXIII had so
modified the papal image, that John
Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, not only
received his party’s endorsement but won
the presidency. Since then, the relation-
ship between the Papacy and Washing-
ton has shown dramatic improvement.
American presidents now commonly visit
the pope. In the 1980s Protestant Ronald
Reagan utilized the growing popularity
of the Papacy to his political advantage.
He correctly perceived that he could en-
hance his reelection prospects by meet-
ing with Pope John Paul 1I, in Fairbanks,
Alaska, in 1984. A few decades earlier,
such a meeting would have almost cer-
tainly doomed his reelection prospects;
further, President Reagan engendered re-
markably little opposition to his move to
reestablish full diplomatic relations with
the Papacy for the first time since the
1860s.

In the latter part of the 1980s, we
witnessed even greater evidences of the
revival of papal influence. For decades,
the relentless advances of atheistic com-
munism, which had engulfed almost half
the population of the world, had seemed
like an irresistible force that threatened
to envelop the whole planet.
Communism’s advances were so spec-
tacular that most people overlooked the
steady resurgence of the Papacy. Only
those who continued to diligently search
the sure Word of scriptural prophecy
were not deluded. They were brave
enough to declare that it was not com-
munism but Catholicism that would be
the major “player” in the events that
would culminate in the return of Jesus.

The latter part of the 1980s left the
world spellbound with the rapidity of the
changes which occurred in both the po-
litical and religious worlds. As commu-
nism was being dismantled in Eastern
Europe, the religious world was relent-
lessly pursuing union, not only among
Protestant denominations but, even more
significantly, between Catholics and Prot-
estants. The stage was being set for the
great final test of loyalty to God.




All that Dwell Upon the Earth Shall
Worship Him

In the religious world, the ecumenical
movement is gaining great momentum.
Emphasis is placed upon both organic union
and spiritual union. An organic union is the
physical union of two or more churches into
a single church body. Many such unions
have already been formed, including the
United Methodist Church of America, the
United Church of Canada, the Uniting
Church of Australia, and the Church of
South India. Well-known church leaders
indicate that they will not be satisfied until
all Christian churches are united into one
body.

Of course, this goal has many impel-
ling aspects. The United Christian
Church, it is believed, will present a
wonderful power to modern Christianity
and to the non-Christian world in the
most persuasive manner; however, an ex-
amination of almost all uniting churches
reveals signs of impotency, membership
loss, and stagnation.

It is not hard to understand the rea-
son for the failure of the architects of
these united churches to fulfill their ex-
pectations. In 1986 Colin attended the
sixth International Congress for the Pre-
vention of Alcoholism and Drug Depen-
dencies that was held in Nice, France. At
the banquet, which was held at the con-
clusion of the congress, he was seated
next to a minister of the Uniting Church
of Australia. During their conversation,
Colin inquired concerning the nature of
the doctrinal agreements that the Meth-
odists, Presbyterians, and Congregation-
alists (which formed the Uniting Church)
had made. The clergyman asserted that
they had united on New Testament Chris-
tianity, not on doctrine. Pressing the is-
sue a little further, Colin asked, “What
common basis did the freewill Method-
ists find for unity with predestinarian
Presbyterians?” The minister admitted
that he had never given thought to the
issue, although he had been a Methodist
minister before this union took place.
Later, he sent Colin a copy of the articles
of Uniting. A review of these articles did
not reveal one single belief upon which
the consolidated church had been estab-
lished.

In 1977 1 had had a similar experi-
ence. As Deputy Medical Superintendent
of the Austin Hospital, in Melbourne, I
supervised the chaplaincy. Graham
Gibbens, a Presbyterian minister, was
the senior chaplain. When asked con-

cerning the major doctrinal difference
between the Presbyterians and Method-
ists, in relation to their proposed union
in that year, Graham replied, “You know,
I've never given it any thought.” One
wonders how John Knox (founder of the
Presbyterian Church), John Wesley
(founder of the Methodist Church), and
the nonconformists of England (who es-
tablished the Congregationalist Church)
would have reacted to this careless atti-
tude toward Biblical doctrines.

The ecumenical movement and the
World Council of Churches have deter-
mined to de-emphasize doctrine. Many
have naively accepted the proposition
that “it is not doctrine we need, but
Christ,” without realizing that every doc-
trine of the Scriptures is a dynamic rev-
elation of Christ. How can anyone preach
the doctrine of the Incarnation without
including the Babe of Bethlehem who
became man’s Redeemer? How can any-
one preach concerning the fate of man in
death without preaching of the One who
is the Resurrection and the Life? How
can anyone preach baptism outside of
the context of the One who renews His
life to us? How can anyone preach about
the heavenly high priestly ministry of
Christ without preaching about the One

After his visit with the pope, Robert
Runcie, archbishop of Canterbury and
primate in the Anglican Church in Great
Britain, urged all Christians to recognize
the pope as the leader of all Christians.

“Archbishop Robert Runcie, the head
of the Anglican Church who is discuss-
ing unification with the Roman Catholic
Church, called for Christians to accept
the pope as the common leader, presid-
ing in love.” Charlottesville Daily
Progress, October 1, 1989.

This call was not given without pro-
test from a small vocal group of deter-
mined Protestants.

“Robert Runcie suggested, at the
weekend in Rome, that Christians
throughout the world should accept the
pope as universal primate. This has
aroused Protestant anger.” Singapore
Straits Times, October 3, 1989,

Many are confidently predicting the
reunification of the two largest churches
in the world—the Church of England
and the Church of Rome—by the year
2000. If this happens, the Reformation
will have come full circle. The Anglo-
Catholic movement within the Church of
England, which began in the 1820s at
Oxford University, will finally have tri-
umphed.

Many are confidently predicting the reunifi-
cation of the two largest churches in the

world—the Church of England and the Church
of Rome—Dby the year 2000. If this happens, the
Reformation will have come full circle.

who is our Sacrifice, Judge, High Priest,
Mediator, Advocate, and Intercessor?
How can anyone preach the law of God
without revealing the One who is the
very transcript of His character? With
the elimination of truth and doctrine, our
faith becomes empty; and our knowledge
of Christ minimal. A new nondoctrinal
approach to religion leaves the adherents
weak, ignorant, uncertain, and an easy
prey for the archdeceiver.

Surely, the ecumenical movement is
a device of the enemy of souls to prepare
a people to be partners in the eternal,
destructive “game” of Satan instead of
rising to shine for Christ. In the year
1989, leading Christian representatives
made some remarkable pronouncements.

This is very significant because Bible
prophecy predicted that, at the end-time,
almost everyone in the world will give
allegiance to the Papacy. John referred
to the Papacy, using the symbol of the
beast:

“And I saw one of his heads as it
were wounded to death; and his deadly
wound was healed: and all the world
wondered after the beast.” Revelation
13:3.

“And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.”
Verse 8.

“The beast that thou sawest was, and
is not; and shall ascend out of the bot-
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tomless pit, and go into perdition: and
they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the
book of life from the foundation of the
world, when they behold the beast that
was, and is not, and yet is.” Revelation
17:8.

Mainline Protestantism in the United
States—including Presbyterians, Congre-
gationalists, Methodists, Lutherans, and
Episcopalians—has been the controlling
backbone of American society and poli-
tics, but it has experienced a strong re-
versal in the last 30 years. Time maga-
zine, May 22, 1989, reported that, since
1965, the United Church of Christ (Con-
gregationalist) had shrunk 20 percent;

Baptist Conference—representing the two
largest denominations in the United
States—is even more significant than re-
ports of the events within the Church of
England and the mainline Protestant
churches in the United States. The Asso-
ciated Press reported what the joint
communiqué stated:

“We not only confessed, but experi-
enced one Lord, one Faith, and one
Baptism.” Williamson Daily News, Au-
gust 26, 1989.

It is impossible to imagine how
Southern Baptist theologians could ex-
perience one Lord with a church that
claims that the pope is another god on
earth. It is certainly impossible to un-

very conceivable perversion of truth has

found support, in some way or another, from
the scholars. There is hardly a theological training
school throughout the world that is committed to
the teaching of the pure faith of Jesus.

Presbyterians, 25 percent; the Episcopal
Church, 28 percent; Methodists, 18 per-
cent; and the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), 43 percent. Together, they
had a net loss of 5.2 million members.
Meanwhile, the growth of American Ro-
man Catholicism, 16 percent in the same
period, is quite significant.

Time magazine also reports that Sun-
day School participation in the main-
line Protestant churches has dropped
55 percent in the past two decades.
This woeful omen is most frightening
for these mainline Protestant churches
which were once the powerful standard
makers of American society. The fol-
lowing quote from Professor Richard
Mouw, of the nondenominational Fuller
Theological Seminary in California is
the most striking statement from the
article: “If there is an establishment
voice today, it is that of Roman Ca-
tholicism. The Catholics are the calm,
dignified, authoritative voices.” Rich-
ard John Neuhaus, a Roman Catholic
priest converted from the Lutheran
Church, supports this view in a book
which he authored with claims that this
is the Catholic moment in America.

The report of the 10-year dialogue
between Roman Catholic theologians and
theologians who represent the Southern

derstand how a church, which has so
strongly proclaimed salvation by faith,
can confess to having spiritual union in
faith with a church that has steadfastly
adhered to salvation by faith and works
(the keeping of the seven sacred sacra-
ments). Finally, we are puzzled about
how a church which practices adult
baptism by immersion could compro-
mise this one and only form of Bible
baptism with the Roman Catholic bap-
tism—infant sprinkling—which is a sa-
tanic counterfeit of true baptism. How
could Southern Baptist theologians so
pervert the faith of their fathers?

The newspaper further reported that
“the Southern Baptists and Roman
Catholics generally have been regarded
as doctrinally far apart, but their schol-
ars find that they basically agree.” Ibid.
Here we can discern the peril of en-
trusting doctrinal decisions to a few
theologians or scholars. Every conceiv-
able perversion of truth has found sup-
port, in some way or another, from the
scholars. There is hardly a theological
training school throughout the world
that is committed to the teaching of the
pure faith of Jesus. As in Jesus’ day, it
is the common folk who value pure
Biblical truth; and the oracles of God
have been entrusted to them.
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“The wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein.” Isaiah 35:8.

The missionary endeavors of the
future will be quite significantly hin-
dered if the report’s following state-
ment is accepted:

“Both sides admitted past unfair-
ness to each other, with predominantly
Roman Catholic countries discriminat-
ing against South Baptist missionaries,
and the latter laboring among Catho-
lics without respecting their faith. Such
competition and conflict in missionary
work can become a stumbling block to
those who have not heard the gospel.”
Williamson Daily News, August 26,
1989.

Undoubtedly, many sincere South-
ern Baptists were alarmed by this re-
port. Evangelical Anglicans are also
deeply concerned by the plea of Arch-
bishop Runcie for closer ties with the
Papacy. But, in these actions, the dis-
cerning Christian will see that the time
has come when all Christians, who do
not give supreme homage to Christ and
the Bible, will eventually give their
allegiance to the Papacy; thus fulfilling
the unerring prophecy that all the world
will wonder after the beast. While a
casual perusal of this joint declaration
may seem good in many ways, it will
eventually lead the Southern Baptists
to diminish and ultimately eliminate all
work for the salvation of Catholic
Church members. Thus Southern Bap-
tists will not be able to give that final
call by God’s elect to His precious
saints who are still members of the
Roman Catholic Church.

“And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities.” Revelation 18:4-5.

The U.S. News and World Report
magazine, January 15, 1990, addressed
another new phenomenon in the United
States—the growing trend of Protes-
tants, even Evangelicals, to move to-
ward liturgical, ritualistic, ceremonial,
and sacramental forms of religion. This
movement apparently is a reaction
against the informal, often irreverent,
forms of worship that have arisen out
of the Pentecostal and other charis-
matic movements. Ritualistic worship
has appealed to some who are weary of
listening to tame, bland sermons of
repetitious themes in many mainline




churches. The rituals of the Orthodox
churches have often been practiced as
a refreshing alternative. Such a move-
ment will surely be able to accommo-
date itself to the Roman Catholic form
of sacramentalism.

This thrust toward one-world reli-
gion envisages the encompassment of
far more sects than Christendom. In
1988, Dr. Robert Runcie gave the Sir
Francis Younghusband Memorial Lec-
ture at Lambeth Palace (home of the
archbishop of Canterbury) for the fifti-
eth anniversary of the establishment of
the World Congress of Faiths. He omi-
nously quoted the words of the late Sir
Francis: “All the centuries that the Spirit
of God has been working in Christians,
He must also have been working in
Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, and oth-
ers.” Dr. Runcie then commented that
dialogue enabled people of various re-
ligions “to share the sustaining insights
and transforming treasures of their faith,
and to recognize an affinity of the hu-
man heart in the fellowship of the
Spirit.” The archbishop’s reflection on
a visit to India was even more discon-
certing:

“. .. [He arrived with] the certain-
ties of an encapsulated Western Chris-
tianity but came away realizing that
there are new ways of thinking about
God, Christ, and the world. He spoke
of his experience of God among the
Hindus of Madras, “where gods and
goddesses take hundreds of different
forms and images. The sheer diversity
of the divine was disconcerting. God
somehow seemed greater than Western
monism. . .. We have lost something
that other faiths may help to restore to
us.” The Sentinel, vol. 42, no. 4, spring
1989.

Those who do not accept God’s
commission to urge Christians to for-
sake apostate religions will themselves
be found among that huge ecumenical
group who receive the seven last
plagues that are cited in Revelation 16.
Myriads of formal Christians will be
lost in spiritual Babylon. But God will
have a remnant who will give God’s
final invitation to the world.

“And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation
12:17. O

opring DBiblc Salc

Leather EGW Study Bible—New Red-Letter Edition

The new compact Study Bible with valuable SOP §
quotations and references. Many additional fea- 3
tures, all packed into a medium size. Genuine
leather binding. Black or Burgundy. 8 1/2 x 6.

#EB09106, Add $5.00 for shipping and handling.
Reg. $74.95, now only $64.95!

Franklin B-O-0-K-MAN
Electronic KJV Bible

This handy electronic Bible is loaded with
features. Find chapter and verse instantly,
electronic concordance, spelling corrections
and LARGE TYPE options. Expandable with
additional cartridges.

#EC08215, Add $4.00 shipping and handling.

Order pocket model now at only $79.95!

Desktop model also available for only $99.95

Original EGW Study Bible

The
Srescdy Bibile

This Bible is a classic for the Bible student.
King James Version with Ellen G. White com-
ments. Large margin area for notes and com-
ments. Full size (8 1/2 x 11) bonded leather
Study Bible. Available only in black at this time.

#EB09105, Add $6.00 shipping and handling.

Reg. $69.96, now only $65.95!

Please see page 3 for tax information.

March 1998 Owur Firm Foundation 15



Seventh-day Adventists:

Ready for the Advent?

HE outstanding spiritual leaders

of all the ages have been inspired

by one great desire, and that is to
see the end of sin, suffering, and death,
ushered in by the second coming of Jesus
and God’s Eternal Kingdom of peace.
There is a long list of such spiritual
leaders from the Old Testament to the
New Testament, and on through the long
midnight darkness of the Middle Ages,
the 1260-year reign of the Papacy, in-
cluding the Reformation. To name them
would fill a volume—the major prophets
of the Old Testament: Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Daniel, Job, and Enoch. In the New
Testament we have the disciples—Paul,
Peter, James, and John. History is full of
great champions for truth and reforma-
tion—Wycliff, Luther, Huss, Jerome,
Knox, Bunyan, Wesley and a host of
others. They were all adventists. The
central theme of their preaching and writ-
ing was to hasten the second coming of
Jesus to our world, to bring an end of sin
and death.

All the angels of heaven are
adventist—yes, Seventh-day Adventist.
All heaven is keeping God's sacred
Holy Day.

“And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was taken
up; and a cloud received him out of their
sight. And while they looked steadfastly
toward heaven as he went up, behold,
two men stood by them in white apparel;
which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like man-
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:9-11.

Jesus is a Seventh-day Adventist. He is
the Creator of our world. He, with the
Father, is the Author of our seventh-day
Sabbath.

“Thus the heavens and the earth
were finished, and all the host of them.
And on the seventh day God ended his
work which he had made; and he rested
on the seventh day from all his work
which he had made. And God blessed
the seventh day, and sanctified it: be-
cause that in it he had rested from all
his work which God created and made.”
Genesis 2:1-3.

Are we preparing for His soon com-
ing by keeping the Sabbath according to
Isaiah 58:13-147

“If thou turn away thy foot from the
sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day; and call the sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lorp, honourable; and
shalt honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure,
nor speaking thine own words: then shalt
thou delight thyself in the Lorp; and I
will cause thee to ride upon the high
places of the earth, and feed thee with
the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the
mouth of the Lorp hath spoken it.”

Looking for the Second Advent

From the days of eternity God de-
signed the plan of salvation, and has
inspired His messengers to proclaim it
throughout all of the ages. The universe
is filled with adventists—myriads of
them! The galaxies of God’s creation as
witnesses of the sin problem of this fallen
planet—human, angelic, and Divine—
are anxiously waiting for the end of the
great controversy.

Jesus has declared in John 14:1-3:
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye be-
lieve in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it
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were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.”

Peter declared, in Acts 3:19-21: “Re-
pent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord; and he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto you: whom the heaven must receive
until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of
all his holy prophets since the world
began.”

Inspiration gives these words of prom-
ise and comfort—heaven’s balm:

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let
it be afraid. Ye have heard how I said unto you,
I goaway, and come again unto you. If ye loved
me, ye would rejoice, because 1 said, I go unto
the Father: for my Father is greater than I. And
now [ have told you before it come to pass, that,
when it is come to pass, ye might believe.” John
14:27-29.

For over one hundred years by the
printed page and by the preaching from our
pulpits, Seventh-day Adventists have es-
poused to the world the glorious promise of
the soon return of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. He will come again soon!

“For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
| Thessalonians 4:16-17.

We now have the overwhelming evi-
dence that we are the final generation—
with a special message of warning to a
dying and confused world.

Fifty times after Pentecost, Christ’s
return was predicted in the Scriptures. It
is the central theme of the gospel. Yet,
we now see in this strategic hour that the
church has lost its fervor, its love for
truth, and its faith in that great promise,
“I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also.” John 14:3.

Hope for the Sorrowing

For more than one hundred years we
Seventh-day Adventists have been bury-
ing our dead—weeping at the graves of

those we love as they are lowered into
the silence of the tomb—and looking
forward to the moment when at the sound
of His voice, the Life-Giver will return
our loved ones and friends to our bosom.

My wife and I wept and grieved over the
death of our son in the battles of Vietnam.
We sorrowed when his son, our grandson,
was laid to rest beside him in the grave. Both
our parents are resting in the grave. And
now we are in our midseventies, and we also
must look to the grave—unless Jesus comes
soon!

“O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of death
is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, which giveth us

that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints. . . . And I saw
heaven opened, and behold a white horse;
and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness
he doth judge and make war. His eyes
were as a flame of fire, and on his head
were many crowns; and he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he him-
self. And he was clothed with a vesture
dipped in blood: and his name is called
The Word of God. And the armies which
were in heaven followed him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean. And out of his mouth goeth a
sharp sword, that with it he should smite

We have lost our first love for truth and for
the soon return of Jesus. The love of the
world has overwhelmed us. It is well past time
to buy of Jesus gold tried in the fire—His faith,

and His love.

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:55-58.

What a promise we have, when Jesus’
voice at His coming bursts the tombs of His
beloved saints! It will be a triumphant
moment as He descends with a trump and a
shout of command! As the General of the
angelic hosts, He addresses His army, His
charioteers, His horsemen, and with His
voice reaches His waiting saints. The in-
spired picture is revealed in Revelation
19:1, 5-8, 11-16:

“And after these things I heard a
great voice of much people in heaven,
saying, Alleluia; salvation, and glory, and
honour, and power, unto the Lord our
God. . . . And a voice came out of the
throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his
servants, and ye that fear him, both small
and great. And I heard as it were the
voice of a great multitude, and as the
voice of many waters, and as the voice
of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia:
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready. And to her was granted

the nations: and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God. And he hath on his vesture and on
his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS.” See also Matthew
24:31-35; 25:31-34.

What has happened to God’s chosen
people in this awesome hour called the
end? Why are we so complacent, so
indifferent to God’s call to repent, to
confess our love for our Lord to the
world in a loud cry? How could we
misunderstand the conditions of our sal-
vation so clearly defined in the Scrip-
tures and the Spirit of Prophecy?

We have lost our first love for truth
and for the soon return of Jesus. The
love of the world has overwhelmed us. It
is well past time to buy of Jesus gold
tried in the fire—His faith, and His love.
See Testimonies, vol. 5, 233-235.

The condition of Laodicea has destroyed
our fervor for truth. Our spiritual eyesight
has been dimmed by our love of material
things. We are wretched, poor, blind, and
spiritually naked, and we do not even know
our spiritual condition. See Revelation 3:14-
22. What a tragedy!

“But notwithstanding their willful ig-
norance, they are not left by the Lord
without added warning and counsel.” The
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Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 963.

This Laodicean condition has para-
lyzed the church’s energies. It has cut the
nerve of our missionary effort. Our love
for Christ and His soon return should
now stimulate our daily efforts to wit-
ness spontaneously to our relatives, neigh-
bors, and friends that probation is soon
to close for the human race. It should
daily stimulate us to study the Scriptures
and the Spirit of Prophecy. It should
daily drive us to our knees in prayer for
our own souls and the souls of others.

The beautiful truths and promises
found in Titus 2:13-15 will revitalize
our missionary zeal to give Bible studies
and our earnest desire to be sure that we
are in harmony with God’s message to
His beloved last-day church without com-
promise:

“Looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
These things speak, and exhort, and re-
buke with all authority. Let no man de-
spise thee.” Titus 2:13-15.

If the mighty truths of the three an-
gels’ messages and the sanctuary mes-
sage get into our very souls, they will
transform us into Christlikeness of char-
acter and loving obedience to all known
truth. It will revolutionize our ideals,
ambitions, recreation, appetite, dress, all
of our thoughts, and activities—includ-
ing our television watching. We will be
under the direction of the Holy Spirit.
Yes, then Pentecost will be a reality! The
latter rain will come with mighty power
only upon those who are seekers for the
truth and are obedient to it.

“And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart.” Jeremiah 29:13.

“Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6.

Remember, those who live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer the devil’s wrath
and be persecuted. See 2 Timothy 3:12.
However, if you are faithful to the end,
you will receive a crown of life. See
Revelation 2:10.

Ready or not, Jesus is coming soon.
Are you ready now—today—to meet
Him? O
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Upcoming MeeTings

The Evangelism & Revival Department
of Hope International
presents these upcoming meetings:

March

Eatonville, WA ....................... March 1-7

Medical Missio Training Seminar
Life Abundant Missionary Institute
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Edgewood Grange Hall
1806 Meridian East

Milton-Freewater, OR.................. March 28

Senior Center
311 N. Main

April

Eatonville, WA ...................... April 20-24
Spring Week of Prayer

Hope International
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Life Abundant Missionary Institute

May

Portland, TN ......ccoevevonennsssseo. May 21-24
1099 Wattwood Hollow Road
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Edgewood Grange Hall
1806 Meridian East

Milton-Freewater, OR.................... May 23
Senior Center
311 N. Main

August

Eatonville, WA Camp Meeting 1998 ..... August 4-9

Look for our “Upcoming Meetings” announcements in future
issues. If you need more information please call Hope Interna-
tional, (360) 832-6602, and ask to speak to someone in the
Evangelism and Revival (E&R) Department.
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The Truth

It Is in Jesus

HE Word of God is to be our
I spiritual food. “I am the bread of
life:™ Christ said; “he that cometh
to me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst.” John
6:35. The world is perishing for want of
pure, unadulterated truth. Christ is the
Truth. His words are truth, and they have
a deeper significance than appears on the
surface, and a value beyond their unpre-
tending appearance. Minds that are quick-
ened by the Holy Spirit will discern the
value of these words. When our eyes are
anointed with the holy eyesalve, we shall
be able to detect the precious gems of
truth, even though they may be buried
beneath the surface.

Truth is delicate, refined, elevated. When
it molds the character, the soul grows under
its divine influence. Every day the truth isto
be received into the heart. Thus we eat
Christ’s words, which He declares are spirit
and life. The acceptance of truth will make
every receiver a child of God, an heir of
heaven. Truth that is cherished in the heart
is not a cold dead letter—but a living power.

Truth is sacred, divine. It is stronger
and more powerful than anything else in
the formation of a character after the
likeness of Christ. In it there is fullness
of joy. When it is cherished in the heart,
the love of Christ is preferred to the love
of any human being. This is Christianity.
This is the love of God in the soul. Thus
pure, unadulterated truth occupies the
citadel of the being. The words are ful-
filled, “A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you.”

Part 1

Ezekiel 36:26. There is a nobleness in
the life of the one who lives and works
under the vivifying influence of the truth.

It is needful for all who are working
in the cause of God to ponder these
things, that they may guard against self-
sufficiency. The Lord is dishonored when
those who profess to serve Him reveal a
character that is a denial of their faith.
We are not to trust in self; for the Lord
leaves those who are self-sufficient to
their own human wisdom. All desire for
self-exaltation places the human agent
where the Holy Spirit cannot work with
him. In no case can the Holy Spirit
cooperate with the methods and plans of
self-sufficient men. It is not for any to
seek to be great preachers, wonderful
evangelists. All who believe the truth,
who understand the dignity and elevated
character of the message they bear, will
hide in Christ, realizing that their secu-
rity and efficiency come from God. They
will not live selfish lives; for the truth is
elevating, refining, and sanctifying in its
influence.

I know, and am afraid as I realize,
that with hundreds, religion is a cold,
formal thing. Many professed Christians
will lose the eternal life that is within the
reach of all. I cannot forbear to tell you
in the name of the Lord that you are not
on safe ground unless the truth teaches
you your danger, bringing you every day
closer to Christ in character. Many poor
souls are puffed up with pride and self-
importance. If they do not change this
position, they will be tempted still more

strongly to display their supposed quali-
fications and powers. Every provision
has been made for them, but they have
no hungering nor thirsting after right-
eousness. There is no room in the heart
for the Spirit of God.

Many are supposed to be converted
who will not stand the stress of trial and
temptation. Under difficulty the test of
God’s Word shows them to be faithless,
envious, jealous, full of evil surmisings.
Many, many, are stony-ground hearers.
They have no depth of spiritual experi-
ence. They do not apply the truth to the
heart and conscience. Self, with all its
unsanctified elements, is alive, revealing
attributes that strengthen evil instead of
repressing it. There is a lack of pure-
toned piety; and this lack makes them
weaklings in the army of the Lord, when
they might be giants if they were but
willing to be truly converted.

Our lack of faith and the absence of
the love and respect due to all the chil-
dren of God, detract from our influence,
and make our labors of none effect. When
the power of the Holy Spirit is appreci-
ated and felt in the heart, far less of self
will be exhibited, and far more of the
feeling of human brotherhood will be
revealed. Our part is not to exhibit self,
but to let the Holy Spirit work in us.
Thus, self-deceived men and women may
be rescued from delusion.

All, high or low, if they are uncon-
verted, are on one common platform.
Men may turn from one doctrine to
another. This is being done, and will
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be done. Papists may change from Ca-
tholicism to Protestantism; yet they may
know nothing of the meaning of the
words, “A new heart also will I give
you.” Accepting new theories, and unit-
ing with a church, do not bring new
life to anyone, even though the church
with which he unites may be estab-
lished on the true foundation. Connec-

reveals its beauty to the mind, that its
transforming power may be seen in the
character.

Unless a man is renewed in the spirit
of his mind by the power of the Holy
Spirit, he will become restless and dis-
satisfied, because he has not died to self.
Only in Christ can we find true rest.
“Come unto me,” he cried, “all ye that

O that all who shall read these lines would
search their hearts as with a lighted candle,
and define, if they can, what true conversion is.

tion with a church does not take the
place of conversion. To subscribe the
name to a church creed is not of the
least value to anyone if the heart is not
truly changed.

This question is a serious one, and
its meaning should be fully realized.
Men may be church members, and may
apparently work earnestly, performing
a round of duties from year to year,
and yet be unconverted. They may write
in defense of Christianity, and yet be
unconverted. A man may preach pleas-
ing, entertaining sermons, yet be far
from Christ as regards religious expe-
rience. He may be exalted to the pin-
nacle of human greatness, yet never
have experienced the inward work of
grace that transforms the character.
Such a one is deceived by his connec-
tion and familiarity with the sacred
truths of the gospel, which have reached
the intellect, but have not been brought
into the inner sanctuary of the soul.

We must have more than an intellec-
tual belief in the truth. Many of the Jews
were convinced that Jesus was the Son
of God, but they were too proud and
ambitious to surrender. They decided to
resist the truth, and they maintained their
opposition. They did not receive into the
heart the truth as it is in Jesus. When
truth is held as truth only by the con-
science, when the heart is not stimulated
and made receptive, only the mind is
affected. But when the truth is received
as truth by the heart, it has passed through
the conscience, and has captivated the
soul with its pure principles. It is placed
in the heart by the Holy Spirit, who

labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30. And
again he says: “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow me.” Luke
9:23. “For without me ye can do noth-
ing.” John 15:5. Without Christ we can
do nothing correctly, anymore than could
Cain. Of what advantage is any system
of religion to one who has not been
transformed in character by the Holy
Spirit’s power?—It is saying without do-
ing; it is a profession of faith without
works.

O that all who shall read these lines
would search their hearts as with a
lighted candle, and define, if they can,
what true conversion is. The Lord never
created man to lord it over his fellow
man. This propensity has been indulged
to the wreck and ruin of humanity. The
souls of those who have indulged them-
selves in this are cast in a mold that
Satan himself has made to fashion their
characters. Every soul carries his cre-
dentials with him. By his actions he
shows whether he is under the power
of the Holy Spirit, or whether he is
striving to climb over his fellow men
to rule or to ruin.

With the great truth we have been
privileged to receive, we should, and
under the Holy Spirit’s power we could,
become living channels of light. We could
then approach the mercy seat; and seeing
the bow of promise, kneel with contrite

hearts, and seek the kingdom of heaven
with a spiritual violence that would bring
its own reward. We would take it by
force, as did Jacob. Then our message
would be the power of God unto salva-
tion. Our supplications would be full of
earnestness, full of a sense of our great
need; and we would not be denied. The
truth would be expressed by life and
character, and by lips touched with the
living coal from off God’s altar. When
this experience is ours, we shall be lifted
out of our poor, cheap selves, that we
have cherished so tenderly. We shall
empty our hearts of the corroding power
of selfishness, and shall be filled with
praise and gratitude to God. We shall
magnify the Lord, the God of all grace,
who has magnified Christ. And He will
reveal His power through us, making us
as sharp sickles in the harvest field.

God calls upon His people to reveal
Him. Shall the world manifest principles
of integrity that the church does not
maintain? Shall a selfish ambition to be
first be shown by the followers of Christ?
Shall not the principles cherished by them
be unselfish, laid upon the True Founda-
tion, even Christ Jesus? What material
shall we bring to this Precious Founda-
tion, that there may no longer be antago-
nism but unity in the church? Shall we
build with worthless material —wood, hay,
stubble? Shall we not rather bring the
most precious material—gold, silver, pre-
cious stones? Shall we not distinguish
sharply between the chaff and the wheat?
Shall we not realize that we must receive
the Holy Spirit in our hearts, that it may
mold and fashion the practical life? Shall
we not strive to discern the meaning of
the atonement of Christ?

We are living in perilous times. In the
fear of God I tell you that the true
exposition of the Scriptures is necessary
for the correct moral development of our
characters. When mind and heart are
controlled by the Holy Spirit, when self
is dead, the truth is capable of constant
expansion and development. When the
truth as it is in Jesus molds our charac-
ters, it will be seen to be truth indeed. As
it is contemplated by the believer, it will
grow brighter, shining with its original
beauty. It will increase in value, quicken-
ing and vivifying the mind, and subduing
selfish, unchristlike coarseness of char-
acter. It will elevate our aspirations, en-
abling us to reach the perfect standard of
holiness. O
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In Part one we dealt with
the denial of two major truths
of our faith. Now we will look
at the denial of four addi-
tional truths that have inevi-
tably led us into sin and
unrighteousness. We will then
look at practices that have
been brought into God's
Church that are pagan in ori-

gin.

1. The Sanctuary Message

O message has been
more distinctive of the
Seventh-day Adventist

faith than the High Priestly
ministry of Jesus in the heav-
enly sanctuary above. Part of
this sanctuary message is the
solemn judgment-hour mes-
sage which is part of the ev-
erlasting gospel. It presents a
call to every human being to
prepare his or her life for the
return of Jesus Christ. Surely
no one can lay claim to being
an authentic Seventh-day
Adventist who does not be-
lieve and preach this precious
message. Rather than dimin-
ishing the ministry of Christ
on Calvary, which some sug-
gest, it greatly enhances His
ministry as He offers the blood
of His sacrifice in the final
atonement for all of God’s
faithful people. Some S.D.A.

nonement i me ey 1 NE DIVIders of Israel,

sanctuary. They deny the blot-
ting out of sin. They even
deny that there is a sanctuary
in heaven—Ilet alone a two-
apartment sanctuary.

Yet it is the sanctuary message that
brings great understanding to the salva-
tional principles of God. David said
plainly, “Thy way, O God, is in the
sanctuary.” Psalm 77:13. It was David’s
understanding of the sanctuary that al-
lowed him to realize that the prosperity
of evildoers need not be coveted, “Until
I went into the sanctuary of God; then
understood I their end.” Psalm 73:17.

Great assistance comes to God’s
people from the sanctuary: “Send thee
help from the sanctuary, and strengthen
thee out of Zion.” Psalm 20:2. But in
New Testament times it is from the books
of Hebrews and Revelation that we es-

Part 2

tablish the great High Priestly ministry
of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary. It is
truly amazing that a doctrine that con-
sumed so much of the Old Testament,
especially in the book of Leviticus, and
the prophetic utterances of Daniel, and
in the New Testament the whole book of
Hebrews and significant portions of the
book of Revelation, can be ignored not
only by Christians of other faiths but by
some ministers of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

Listen to the clear words of Paul,
“Now of the things which we have spo-
ken this is the sum: We have such an
high priest, who is set on the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the heav-

ens; a minister of the sanctu-
ary, and of the true taber-
nacle, which the Lord pitched,
and not man. For every high
priest is ordained to offer gifts
and sacrifices: wherefore it is
of necessity that this man have
somewhat also to offer. For if
he were on earth, he should
not be a priest, seeing that
there are priests that offer gifts
according to the law: who
serve unto the example and
shadow of heavenly things,
as Moses was admonished of
God when he was about to
make the tabernacle: for, See,
saith he, that thou make all
things according to the pat-
tern shewed to thee in the
mount.” Hebrews 8:1-5.

Take note of the words of
John the Revelator, “And the
temple of God was opened in
heaven, and there was seen in
his temple the ark of his tes-
tament: and there were light-
nings, and voices, and
thunderings, and an earth-
quake, and great hail.” Rev-
elation 11:19. This message
is especially relevant to the
end time for the preparation
of God’s people to stand in
the day of judgment.

Many fear the judgment
for the same reason that Felix
feared it—because they are
unrighteous and intemperate:
“And as he reasoned of
righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, Felix
trembled, and answered, Go
thy way for this time; when I
have a convenient season, I
will call for thee.” Acts 24:25. But to
those who love Jesus and have surren-
dered their life to Him, the judgment
message is a saving message, for they
know that their wonderful High Priest
will stand up for them in the judgment.

The judgment is truly fearful for those
who have not accepted Jesus and will
stand alone in the judgment. For God’s
faithful remnant it is the most glorious,
encouraging message that they can hear,
for they know that if they had to stand
alone they would be lost for eternity.
However, as Jesus raises His nail-pierced
hands and pleads His blood for His faith-
ful people, their salvation is assured.
Why is it that in so many of our churches,

—Colin D. Standish ——
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members sadly report that from one year
to another their minds are not directed
through the services of the church to this
central pillar of our faith?

2. Sabbath Observance

Equally important to faithful Seventh-
day Adventists is the holy, sacred Sab-
bath day. This day acknowledges that
God is our Creator and Re-creator, and
that Christ is Lord and Sovereign in our
lives. God sanctified the Sabbath day as
a day free from secular pursuit and com-

It is not uncommon to observe chil-
dren and youth playing games on the
Sabbath. Leaders of churches have taken
the young people on all kinds of excur-
sions in secular pursuits. Others, in the
name of doing good on the Sabbath,
have thought it appropriate to mow the
lawns of the needy and to paint the
houses in deprived neighborhoods, when
indeed if they were truly in earnest about
helping others, they would surrender some
of their secular time—Sundays, for ex-
ample—to do these very noble works.
To excuse such breaking of the Sabbath

he apostate is never at rest, except as he
obtains sympathy and support by inducing
others to follow his example.” The Great

Controversy, 505.

mon work, “And God blessed the sev-
enth day, and sanctified it: because that
in it he had rested from all the work
which God created and made.” Genesis
2:3.

“But the seventh day is the sabbath
of the Lorp thy God: in it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates.” Exodus 20:10.

Isaiah pointed out that it was not to
be a day for secular pleasure, “If thou
turn away thy foot from the sabbath,
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day;
and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lorp, honourable; and shalt honour
him, not doing thine own ways, nor find-
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words: then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lorp; and I will cause thee
to ride upon the high places of the earth,
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob
thy father: for the mouth of the Lorp
hath spoken it.” Isaiah 58:13-14. Jesus
declares Himself to be Lord of the Sab-
bath, “Therefore the Son of man is Lord
also of the sabbath.” Mark 2:28.

Yet frequent reports that come to my
ears, as well as some experiences that I have
seen with my own eyes, tell me that the
prophecy of Sister White is being fulfilled:
“The Sabbath of course, would be lightly
regarded, as also the God who created it.”
Selected Messages, book 1, 205.

on the basis that Jesus said it was “law-
ful to do good on the sabbath day” (Mark
3:4) is to ignore the principle that it is
one thing to do good on the Sabbath day
that cannot be postponed to another day—
for example, ministering to the sick or
perhaps fighting a fire that threatens to
destroy a neighbor’s home. It is entirely
another thing to do that on the Sabbath
which could readily be undertaken on a
secular day of the week. If we are not
willing to sacrifice some of our own time
to help those who are in need, let us not
desecrate God’s holy day.

3. Victorious Christian Living

It comes as no surprise that those
who disregard the sanctuary message and
the investigative judgment, lightly treat
the Sabbath, and insidiously undermine
the Inspiration of the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy, also boldly proclaim that
God’s people will continue to sin until
Jesus comes.

The foregoing cardinal truths of God’s
remnant church are bastions against lib-
eralism, antinomianism (the concept that
it is impossible to keep God’s law), and
carnal security. Many of them appear to
be looking for a crossless religion in
order to sustain their acceptance of deep
apostasy.

Some find it necessary to fiercely ma-
lign those faithful believers who have faith

in the power of Christ to help them resist
both the temptations and the deceptions of
Satan. These deceivers seek evangelisti-
cally to bring others to their eternally de-
structive beliefs. They are not satisfied to
jeopardize their own eternal salvation but
seek to lead others to join their rebellion:
“The apostate is never at rest, except as he
obtains sympathy and support by inducing
others to follow his example.” The Great
Controversy, 505.

In a desperate attempt to destroy the
integrity and the credibility of faithful
Seventh-day Adventists, they declare that
those who have hope for Christ’s victory
in their life are perfectionists, legalists
and fanatics. Sadly, many church mem-
bers are led to fear God’s faithful people
because the voices of those making such
proclamations are often the voices of
men who hold high office in God’s rem-
nant church. But such false teachers ig-
nore the clearest promises of Scripture.
Here is just a small sample of what God
has promised to those who surrender
their life to Jesus: “Now unto him that is
able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence
of his glory with exceeding joy.” Jude
24. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:9. “Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31.
“Wherefore he is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter-
cession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. “For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world; looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for
us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecu-
liar people, zealous of good works.” Titus
2:11-14.

These false teachers choose to con-
found perfection of character with per-
fectionism. Yet Ellen White clearly pro-
claims the power of Christ to bring each
of His precious children to perfection of
Christian character while denouncing per-
fectionism, which she defines as a con-
cept of holy flesh. The doctrine of per-
fection wholly eschews the concept of
holy flesh but embraces the divine prin-
ciple of holy character.
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In a desperate effort to confuse their
hearers and readers, some of these teach-
ers claim to take the high road and de-
fine sin as every limitation and imperfec-
tion of humanity, denying the plainest
words of Scripture, which the servant of
the Lord has said is the only definition of
sin: “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4.
Christ lived a perfect life, and, through
His life, those who day by day submit
their lives to Him have the divine power,
united with their fragile faith, to resist
the fiery darts of the evil one.

At Christ’s coming, the awful realiza-
tion will be clearly manifested that these
false shepherds have been fighting against
God. Too late, the people will realize
that such leaders have led them to de-
struction—while professing to guide them
to heaven and the earth-made-new. See
The Great Controversy, 655-656.

4. Christ’s Fallen Human Nature

Perhaps no truth that God has en-
trusted to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church has been more under assault from
those who would undermine the faith of
God's chosen ones than the truth that
Jesus took upon Himself our fallen, or
sinful, nature. Never mind that at least
forty times Sister White has endorsed
this Biblical view while never once sug-
gesting that Jesus had an unfallen, or
sinless, nature. Never mind that the Bible
consistently refers to Jesus as having
sinful flesh—the nature of fallen human-
ity.

There are those who boldly contra-
dict the Words of Inspiration, claiming
that Jesus had a nature parallel to that of
Adam before his fall—that is, an unfallen,
or sinless, nature. Once making this false
assumption, it is just a small step to
declare that no human being can have
victory over sin because we do not have
the nature of Jesus, and therefore cannot
be consistently victorious as He was.

There are those who claim that the
doctrine of Christ’s humanity is not
important and that those who believe
that Christ took upon Himself our fallen
nature are obsessed with this belief.
Instead, it is probably preached too
little by those who believe in the con-
descension of Jesus to take upon Him-
self our fallen nature. It has been my
observation that many who claim that
we should be silent on this topic are
very quick to preach their false under-

standing that Christ took unfallen hu-
man nature.

But the Bible many times emphasizes
the fallen nature of Jesus. It is certainly
plainly referred to by Paul, “For what the
law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.”

Abraham. Wherefore in all things it
behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things per-
taining to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people. For in that
he himself hath suffered being tempted,
he is able to succour them that are
tempted.” Hebrews 2:14-18. It will be

I et us not neglect to understand that the
erosion of these great Biblical truths has

been the basis of the sharp spiritual and moral
decline within the ranks of God’s church.

Romans 8:3. This is consistent with Paul’s
opening description of the humanity of
Jesus, “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, which was made of the seed of
David according to the flesh.” Romans
1:3:

Paul also emphasizes that Jesus was
made under the law just as we are made
under the law, “But when the fulness of
the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons.” Galatians 4:4-5.

Indeed, Paul further emphasizes Christ’s
humanity, giving it a clear enunciation of
why Jesus had to be tempted in the same
way that we are tempted, “For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin.” Hebrews 4:15. How could we trust
Him as our heavenly High Priest, how could
we trust Him to be our faithful Judge if He
did not understand the infirmities that we as
human beings have?

But it is in Hebrews, chapter 2, that
we have been given the clearest under-
standing in the Scriptures of why Jesus
had to take upon Himself our fallen
nature, “Forasmuch then as the chil-
dren are partakers of flesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage. For verily
he took not on him the nature of an-
gels; but he took on him the seed of

noted that for six reasons Jesus took
our fallen nature:

1) so that He could die for us; with
an unfallen nature He could not have
died and taken upon Himself the sins of
the world;

2) so that He has the right at the end
of time to destroy Satan who is the
originator of death;

3) so that He might deliver His people
from their lifelong bondage;

4) so that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest;

5) so that He may reconcile His
people to God; and

6) so that He may be able to succor
those who are tempted.

So important is this topic that the
servant of the Lord has reminded us,
“The humanity of the Son of God is
everything to us. It is the golden chain
that binds our souls to Christ, and through
Christ to God.” Selected Messages, book
1, 244,

Who Has Split the Church?

Let us not neglect to understand that
the erosion of these great Biblical truths
has been the basis of the sharp spiritual
and moral decline within the ranks of
God’s church. It is amazing that so many
Seventh-day Adventists have failed to
discern the link between the vigorous
attempts to undermine the vital truths of
God’s message with the alarming decline
in the piety of God’s people.

The time has come that those respon-
sible for the sabotage of God’s message
must be declared to be the troublers of
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Israel, that they are dividing and splitting
God’s people. We acknowledge that there
are those at all levels of the church who
are faithfully following God’s sure Word
and seeking to enlighten God’s people
with the everlasting gospel, but we must
warn our people against those who would
destroy the very fabric of this church and
seek to bring disunity and disharmony
into the ranks of God’s people. Only
when God’s children jointly return to the
faith of Jesus will His chosen ones seek
after righteousness, and through
righteousness be united one with the
other.

I ask the question, Who has split the
church?—Surely it is those who have
gone to fellowship with the fallen
churches of Babylon who have divided
Israel. In embracing the ecumenical
movement the leaders in the Northern
and Southern German Unions have
thought nothing about the grave division
that it has brought in among their mem-
bership. This is true in other nations also
where we have sought to be unequally
yoked together with unbelievers. Un-
doubtedly, the faithful members, who
have fought so nobly against those who
have betrayed our faith, will be declared
to be the troublers of Israel. But thank
God that there are those who will fight
against these treasonous decisions.

Who are the dividers in the North
American Division who are openly defy-
ing the Word of God and the decision of
the 1995 General Conference Session in
which the world field opposed the ordi-
nation of women to the gospel ministry?
Are they not the dividers of Israel? Who
are those educators who have defied the
counsel of the Lord that identifies sports
as “a species of idolatry, like the idols of
the nation™? Counsels to Parents, Teach-
ers and Students, 350. Rightly, in 1989
at the Annual Council, the Biblical and
Spirit of Prophecy principles led the
Council to require all educational institu-
tions to cease their participation in inter-
scholastic sports. In defiance of this ac-
tion and the Words of Inspiration, many
institutions have continued to indulge in
this idolatry. They are the dividers of
Israel.

Those who have no regard for the
sacredness of the worship of God, ig-
noring the Biblical injunction to “wor-
ship the Lord in the beauty of holi-
ness,” have desecrated the sanctuaries
of the Lord by introducing the pagan-
inspired, celebration worship style,
mimicking the worship form of the Pen-

tecostals and other charismatics. They
arc the dividers of Israel.

Many faithful members have had to
turn away from these churches in an-
guish and tears. The dividers of Israel
have brought drama—theatrics—into
God’s sacred church against the plainest
Testimonies of Inspiration:

“We must be guarded, for Satan is
determined, if possible, to intermingle
with religious services his evil influence.
Let there be no theatrical display, for this
will not help to strengthen belief in the
Word of God. Rather, it will divert atten-
tion to the human instrument.” Selected
Messages, book 2, 23-24.

Many of God’s faithful children have
had to turn away, and many others have
been driven out of the churches by the
dividers of Israecl. Yet, these churches
were raised up to promote truth and
righteousness.

In many parts of God’s vineyard,
those who recognize that their bodies are

Because the very fabric of unity has
been broken by these troublers of Israel,
it has become the common practice to
use autocratic, papal power to try to
enforce a false unity built upon compro-
mise and conformity. The divisions that
are in God’s remnant church today result
primarily from unfaithful shepherds who
feed not the sheep, and the sheep are
left, all too often, failing to study God’s
Word for themselves, and therefore are
wandering aimlessly toward eternal de-
struction. Thus the consequences of the
work of these dividers in Israel is to do
the work of Satan, leading men and
women to surrender their eternal heri-
tage in the earth-made-new for eternal
destruction and oblivion.

Doctrinal divisions in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church are not simple
niceties of argumentation. They are the
difference between life and death. Shame
within the ranks of God’s people is evi-
denced by the minuscule number of those

Many of God’s faithful children have had to
turn away, and many others have been
driven out of the churches by the dividers of
Israel. Yet, these churches were raised up to
promote truth and righteousness.

the temple of the Holy Ghost and seek to
honor God by observing true health re-
form principles, have been spurned and
denounced as fanatics. This has espe-
cially been true in areas of Africa and
the South Pacific Island nations. Yet, are
those faithful ones the troublers of Israel,
or is it those who seek after the flesh
pots of Egypt?

There are others who proclaim that
the moderate drinking of alcohol is not
inconsistent with a people whom God
has chosen to usher in the reign of eter-
nal life.

Today, even among some minister’s
wives in western countries, we see those
who set an example in unfaithfulness in
dress—in particular, wearing earrings,
necklaces, and immodest dress—thus
bringing dishonor to the name of God.
They are the troublers of Israel—they
are the dividers of God's chosen remnant
church.

There is a tragic consequence of this
widespread apostasy and worldliness.

who are rising up to declare plainly the
truths of God’s Word, and to warn against
the satanic errors that are flooding into
our ranks. Surely today is the day of
reformation.

A Call to Mobilize

My call is for all of God’s faithful
people to mobilize their moral sensi-
bilities, their God-given responsibili-
ties, and their spiritual courage and
fortitude to fight against the deadly
assault by men and women at all levels
of our work. To remain silent in this
time of spiritual crisis is to be traitors
to God and to the people for whom
Jesus died. The time has come to throw
off our cowardice, our timidity, our
fearfulness and our weakness and al-
low God to fortify us with His power,
so that in the grace of Jesus, armed
with His faith and with the sure Word
of Scripture, we will truly fight the
good fight of faith, so that without fear
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or favor we will meet head-on those
who are seeking to destroy the very
foundations of our faith.

God will have a people. He has prom-
ised a remnant. It is important to recog-
nize that Satan is not making war on the
whole of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, because most members are un-
der the deceptive, apostate banner of
Satan. Thus John declares, “And the
dragon was wroth with the woman, and
went to make war with the remnant of
her seed, which keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” Revelation 12:17.

You will notice that Satan’s war is
against the remnant, and the remnant are
those who keep the commandments of
God and have the Spirit of Prophecy.
See Revelation 12:17, 19:10. My chal-
lenge to every reader is to shake off the
shackles that have kept us bound from
confronting the dividers of Israel and to
unmask their nefarious work in God’s
remnant church, while still loving these
enemies of truth. Let us pray for the
divine wisdom and discernment of Christ
that we might do the work that He has
called us to do for the salvation of our
precious fellow church members. O
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Remnant Publications

Invites You
to a Special Spiritual Retreat

When?
April 8-12, 1998, It will be followed by
a colporteur training seminar April 13-15.

Where?

Kimball Camp, Southern Michigan. Only
15 miles SE from Remnant Publications.
Beautiful setting on 40 acres of woods and
lake.

Theme?

The publishing ministry, the medical min-
istry, and how they apply to our spiritual and
practical life.

Why?

Jesus is returning soon, and we must
proclaim it to all the world! This retreat will
help you understand how we can be an
effective witness. The meetings on the medi-
cal missionary work will enable you to be a
part of the closing work on this earth.

Come join us! Call now
for reservations: (517) 279-1304.
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Providential Deliverance
by William A. Spicer

Do you believe in angels and miracles?
You will after reading the amazing true
stories of how God has intervened and
miraculously delivered his servants and
workers from serious accidents, destruc-
tion and death! Miracles took place not
only in Bible lands and times, but they
take place all over the world today. 121 pages.
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#EB14902  Only $7.95!

And Advent Movements
In Type And Antitype

by Elder Taylor G. Bunch

This series of thirty-six sermons on the paral-
lels between ancient and modern Israel in the
Exodus and Advent movements were delivered
during the Sabbath afternoon vespers services
in the Battle Creek Tabernacle. This book is of
special value in meeting apostates and diver-
gent movements, and in establishing Seventh-
day Adventists in “the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.” 280 pages.

Only $11.95!

Exodus

#EB02502

My Escape From The
Auto De Fe

by Don Fernando de la Mina
Retold by Pastor Wm. Timms

In the difficult days of the Protestant Reformation,
Don Fernando de la Mina, a rich Spanish nobleman,
was arrested by the Inquisitors and sentenced to death
for “heresy.” Because of his reformed beliefs, he was
about to be burned at the stake at the Auto de Fe,
when, through several incredible miracles of Providence,
he made his escape!

This captivating story is full of intrigue,
suspense, humor, and hope! With every
step there is new danger! This fascinating
account, told with ardent fervor, will thrill
and amaze you, and strengthen your faith in
the protecting hand of Providence over God's
faithful believers. 112 pages.

Please sce page 3 for shipping and tax information.
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T HE Lord is soon to come. Wick-
edness and rebellion, violence and
crime, are filling the world. The
cries of the suffering and the oppressed
rise to God for justice. In the place of
being softened by the patience and for-
bearance of God, the wicked are grow-
ing stronger in stubborn rebellion. The
time in which we live is one of marked
depravity. Religious restraint is thrown
off, and men reject the law of God as
unworthy of their attention. A more than
common contempt is placed upon this
holy law. David in his time saw the
wickedness of the last days. He saw the
law of God’s kingdom trampled under
foot, and in righteous indignation he ex-
claimed, “It is time for thee, Lorb, to
work: for they have made void thy law.”
Psalm 119:126.

Men are now passing the boundary
line, and the Lord is permitting the en-
emy to do his will. We hear of floods, of
earthquakes, of storms by land and on
the sea, blotting out hundreds of lives in
a moment of time; but the end is not yet.
The tread of the Lord will be heard upon

the land and upon the water. For His own
honor’s sake, God is now about to re-
press iniquity. He will soon, very soon,
vindicate the claims of His law.

The final overthrow of all earthly do-
minions is plainly foretold in the Word of
Truth. In the prophecy uttered when sen-
tence from God was pronounced upon the
last king of Israel, is given the message:

“Thus saith the Lord Gob; Remove
the diadem, and take off the crown: . ..
exalt him that is low, and abase him that
is high. I will overturn, overturn, over-
turn, it: and it shall be no more, until he
come whose right it is; and I will give it
him.” Ezekiel 21:26-27.

The crown removed from Israel
passed successively to the kingdoms of
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and
Rome. God says, “It shall be no more,
until he come whose right it is; and I will
give it him.”

That time is at hand. Today the signs
of the times declare that we are standing
on the threshold of great and solemn
events. Everything in our world is in
agitation. Before our eyes is fulfilling

Time of the End

the Saviour’s prophecy of the events to
precede His coming: “Ye shall hear of
wars and rumors of wars. . . . Nation
shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be fam-
ines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers places.” Matthew 24:6-7.

The present is a time of overwhelming
interest to all living. Rulers and statesmen,
men who occupy positions of trust and
authority, thinking men and women of all
classes, have their attention fixed upon the
events taking place about us. They are
watching the strained, restless relations that
exist among the nations. They observe the
intensity that is taking possession of every
earthly element, and they realize that some-
thing great and decisive is about to take
place—that the world is on the verge of a
stupendous crisis.

Angels are now restraining the winds
of strife, until the world shall be warned
of its coming doom; but a storm is gath-
ering, ready to burst upon the earth, and
when God shall bid His angels loose the
winds, there will be such a scene of strife
as 1o pen can picture.

=—————————o—nF|len G. White 0
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“Behold, the Lord maketh the earth
empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it
upside down, and scattereth abroad the
inhabitants thereof;, because they have trans-
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore
hath the curse devoured the earth, and they
that dwell therein are desolate. . . . The mirth
of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that
rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth.”
Isaiah 24:1, 5-6, 8.

“I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was
without form, and void; and the heavens,
and they had no light. I beheld the moun-
tains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the
hills moved lightly. T beheld, and, lo,
there was no man, and all the birds of the
heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the
fruitful place was a wilderness, and all
the cities thereof were broken down.”
Jeremiah 4:23-26.

“Alas, for that day is great, so that
none is like it: it is even the time of
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out
of it.” Jeremiah 30:7.

“Come, my people, enter thou into
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about
thee: hide thyself as it were for a little
moment, until the indignation be
overpast.” Isaiah 26:20.

To us who are standing on the very
verge of the fulfillment of these great
scenes, of what deep moment, of what
living interest, are these delineations of
the things to come—events for which,
since our first parents turned their steps
from Eden, God’s children have watched
and waited, longed and prayed!

At this time, before the great final
crisis, as before the world’s first destruc-
tion, men are absorbed in the pleasures
and the pursuits of sense. Engrossed with
the seen and the transitory, they have lost
sight of the unseen and the eternal. For
the things that perish with the using, they
are sacrificing imperishable riches. Their
minds need to be uplifted, their views of
life broadened. They need to be aroused
from the lethargy of worldly dreaming.

A moment of respite has been gra-
ciously given us of God. Every power
lent us of Heaven is to be used in doing
the work assigned us by the Lord for
those who are perishing in ignorance.
The warning message is to be sounded in
all parts of the world. There must be no
delay. The truth must be proclaimed in
the dark places of the earth. Obstacles
must be met and surmounted. A great
work is to be done, and this work has
been entrusted to those who know the
truth for this time.

Now is the time for us to lay hold of
the arm of our strength. The prayer of
David should be the prayer of pastors
and laymen: “It is time for thee, Lorp, to
work: for they have made void thy law.”
Let the servants of God weep between
the porch and the altar, crying, “Spare
thy people, O Lorp, and give not thine
heritage to reproach.” Joel 2:17. God has

Erelong we shall understand what that
night means. The Spirit of God is being
grieved away from this earth. The na-
tions are angry with one another. Wide-
spread preparations are being made for
war. The night is at hand. Let the church
arouse and go forth to do her appointed
work. Every believer, educated or un-
educated, can bear the message.

T § e who marshals the stars in order in the
heavens, whose word controls the waves of

the great deep—the same infinite Creator will

work in behalf of His people, if they will calli

upon Him in faith.

always wrought in behalf of His truth.
The designs of wicked men, the enemies
of the church, are subject to His power
and His overruling providence. He can
move upon the hearts of statesmen; the
wrath of the haters of His truth and His
people can be turned aside, even as the
waters of a river could be turned, if thus
He ordered it. Prayer moves the arm of
Omnipotence. He who marshals the stars
in order in the heavens, whose word
controls the waves of the great deep—
the same infinite Creator will work in
behalf of His people, if they will call
upon Him in faith. He will restrain all
the forces of darkness, until the warning
is given to the world, and all who will
heed it are prepared for His coming.
God’s people should make mighty inter-
cession to Him for help now. And they must
put their whole energies into the effort to
proclaim the truth during the respite that has
been granted. As they consecrate them-
selves unreservedly to God’s service, a
convincing power will attend their efforts to
present the truth to others, and light will
shine into many hearts. My brethren and
sisters, sleep no longer on Satan’s enchanted
ground, but arouse, and call into requisition
every resource for the proclamation of the
message of mercy. The last warning is to be
given “before many peoples, and nations,
and tongues, and kings.” Revelation 10:11.
My heart is often burdened because
so many who might work are doing noth-
ing. They are the sport of Satan’s temp-
tations. Every church member who has a
knowledge of the truth is expected to
work while the day lasts; for the night
cometh, wherein no man can work.

Eternity stretches before us. The cur-
tain is about to be lifted. What are we
doing, what are we thinking of, that we
cling to our selfish love of ease, while all
around us souls are perishing? Have our
hearts become utterly callous? Can we
not see and understand that we have a
work to do in behalf of others? My
brethren and sisters, are you among those
who having eyes, see not, and having
ears, hear not? Is it in vain that God has
given you a knowledge of His will? Is it
in vain that He has sent you warning
after warning of the nearness of the end?
Do you believe the declarations of His
Word concerning what is coming upon
the world? Do you believe that God’s
judgments are hanging over the inhabit-
ants of the earth? How, then, can you sit
at ease, careless and indifferent?

Every day that passes brings us nearer
the end. We are one year nearer the judg-
ment, nearer eternity, than we were at the
beginning of 1905. Are we also nearer to
God? Are we watching unto prayer? An-
other year of the time granted us for labor
has rolled into eternity. Every day we have
been associating with men and women who
are judgment-bound. Each day may have
been the dividing line for some soul. Each
day someone may have made the decision
which will determine his future destiny.
What has been our influence over these
fellow travelers? What effort have we put
forth to bring them to Christ?

Those with whom we associate day
by day need our help, our guidance.
They may be in such a condition of mind
that a word in season will be sent home
by the Holy Spirit as a nail in a sure
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place. Tomorrow some of these souls
may be where we can never reach them
again. May God help us to work while
the day lasts.

Unmistakable evidences point to the
nearness of the end. The way must be
prepared for the coming of the Prince of
Peace. Let not our church members com-
plain because they are so often called
upon to give. What is it that makes the
frequent calls a necessity? Is it not the

all parts of the world. My brethren and
sisters, confess and forsake your selfish-
ness, and bring to the Lord your gifts and
offerings. Bring Him also the tithe that you
have withheld. Come confessing your ne-
glect. Prove the Lord as He has invited you
to do. “I will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of
your ground; neither shall your vine cast her
fruit before the time in the field, saith the
Lorp of hosts. And all nations shall call you

ot all can go as missionaries to foreign

lands, but all can do the work waiting for
them in their own neighborhood; and all can
give of their means for the carrying forward of

foreign missions.

rapid increase of missionary enterprises?
Shall we by refusing to give, retard the
growth of these enterprises? Shall we
forget that we are laborers together with
God? From every church, prayers should
ascend to God for an increase of devo-
tion and liberality. My brethren and sis-
ters, do not plead for retrenchment in
evangelical work. So long as there are
souls to save, our interest in the work of
soul saving is to know no abating. Not
all can go as missionaries to foreign
lands, but all can do the work waiting for
them in their own neighborhood; and all
can give of their means for the carrying
forward of foreign missions.

There are new fields to be entered,
and we must have your help. Shall we
ignore the commission given us, and thus
forfeit the fulfillment of the promise ac-
companying the commission? Shall the
people of God become careless and in-
different, and refuse to give of their
means for the advancement of His work?
Can they do this without severing their
connection with Him? They may think
thus to economize; but it is a fearful
economy that places them where they are
separated from God.

Let the Lord’s people pay a faithful
tithe, and let them, also, from parents to
children, lay aside for the Lord the money
that is so often spent for self-gratification.
The Lord has made us His stewards. He has
placed His means in our hands for faithful
distribution. He asks us to render to Him His
own. He has reserved the tithe as His
portion, to be used in sending the gospel to

blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land.”
Malachi 3:11-12.

My brethren and sisters, it is too late
to devote your time and strength to self-
serving. Let not the last day find you

destitute of the heavenly treasure. Seek
to push the triumphs of the cross, seek to
enlighten souls, labor for the salvation of
your fellow beings, and your work will
abide the trying test of fire.

“If any man’s work abide . . . he shall
receive a reward.” 1 Corinthians 3:14.
Glorious will be the reward bestowed
when the faithful workers gather about
the throne of God and of the Lamb.
When John in his mortal state beheld the
glory of God, he fell as one dead. He
was not able to endure the sight. But
when the children of God have put on
immortality, they will “see him as he is.”
They will stand before the throne, ac-
cepted in the Beloved. All their sins
have been blotted out, all their transgres-
sions borne away. Now they can look
upon the undimmed glory of the throne
of God. They have been partakers with
Christ in His sufferings, they have been
workers together with Him in the plan of
redemption, and they are partakers with
Him in the joy of seeing souls saved in
the kingdom of heaven, there to praise
God through all eternity. O

Review and Herald, November 23, 1905.

The Spirit Of Prophecy Audio Tape Sets
Volumes One-Four

Vol. 1.

Vol. 2.

by Ellen G. White
Narrated by Jim Ayars
Old Testament Times

Life, Teachings and Miracles of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Vol. 3. The Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Vol. 4. The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan (1884 Edition)

Each volume contains 8 audio tapes. $25.00 per volume!

Christ’s Object Lessons

by Ellen G. White
Narrated by Chris Peace

8 audio tape set, $25.00!

The Desire Of Ages

by Ellen G. White
Narrated by Samuel Tsoutsouvas

18 audio tape set, only $40.00!

Please see page 3 for shipping and tax information.
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Disease and Its Causes
Part 18
by Ellen G. White

to carry out that separation from

the world that the Word of God
requires, they must be neglectful of their
apparel. There is a class of sisters who
think they are carrying out the principle
of nonconformity to the world by wearing
an ordinary sunbonnet, and the same
dress worn by them through the week,
upon the Sabbath, when appearing in the
assembly of the saints to engage in the
worship of God. And some men who
profess to be Christians view the matter
of dress in the same light. These persons
assemble with God’s people upon the
Sabbath, with their clothing dusty and
soiled, and even with gaping rents in their
garments, which are placed upon their
persons in a slovenly manner. This class,
if they had an engagement to meet a
friend honored by the world, by whom
they wished to be especially favored,
would exert themselves to appear in his
presence with the best apparel that could
be obtained; for this friend would feel
insulted were they to come into his pres-
ence with their hair uncombed, and gar-
ments uncleanly and in disorder. Yet these
persons think that it is no matter in what
dress they appear, or what is the condi-
tion of their persons, when they meet
upon the Sabbath to worship the great
God. They assemble in His house, which
is as the audience chamber of the Most
High, where heavenly angels are in atten-
dance, with but little respect, or rever-
ence, as their persons and clothing indi-
cate. Their whole appearance typifies the
character of such men and women.

The favorite theme of this class is
pride of dress. Decency, taste, and order
they regard as pride. And according to
the dress of these mistaken souls will be
their conversation, their acts, and their
deal. They are careless, and often low in
their conversation at their homes, among
their brethren, and before the world. The

S OME receive the idea that in order

the great Medical Missionary—an example

for all who should come after.”

Loma Linda Messages, 61.

9 »

dress and its arrangement upon the per-
son is generally found to be the index of
the man or the woman. Those who are
careless and untidy in dress are seldom
elevated in their conversation, and pos-
sess but little refinement of feeling. They
sometimes consider oddity and coarse-
ness humility.

The followers of Christ are represent-
ed by Him as the salt of the earth and the
light of the world. Without the saving
influence of Christians, the world would
perish in its own corruption. Look upon
the class of professed Christians described,
who are careless in their dress and per-
son; loose in their business transactions,
as their dress represents; coarse, uncour-
teous, and rough in their manners; low in
their conversation; at the same time re-
garding these miserable traits as marks of
true humility and Christian life. Think
you that if our Saviour were upon earth,
He would point to them as being the salt
of the earth and the light of the world?—
No, never!

Christians are elevated in their con-
versation; and although they believe it to
be sin to condescend to foolish flattery,
they are courteous, kind, and benevolent.
Their words are those of sincerity and
truth. They are faithful in their deal with
their brethren and with the world. In their
dress they avoid superfluity and display;
but their clothing will be neat, not gaudy,
modest, and arranged upon the person
with order and taste. Especial care will be
taken to dress in a manner that will show
a sacred regard for the holy Sabbath and

the worship of God. The line of demarca-
tion between such a class and the world
will be too plain to be mistaken. The
influence of believers would be tenfold
greater if men and women who accept the
truth, who have been formerly careless
and slack in their habits, would be so
elevated and sanctified through the truth
as to observe habits of neatness, order,
and good taste in their dress. Our God is a
God of order, and He is not in any degree
pleased with distraction, with filthiness,
or with sin.

Christians should not take pains to
make themselves gazingstocks by dress-
ing different from the world. But if, in
accordance with their faith and duty in
respect to their dressing modestly and
healthfully, they find themselves out of
fashion, they should not change their
dress in order to be like the world. But
they should manifest a noble indepen-
dence, and moral courage to be right, if
all the world differs from them. If the
world introduces a modest, convenient,
and healthful mode of dress, which is in
accordance with the Bible, it will not
change our relation to God or to the
world to adopt such a style of dress.
Christians should follow Christ, and con-
form their dress to God’s Word. They
should shun extremes. They should hum-
bly pursue a straightforward course, irre-
spective of applause or of censure, and
should cling to the right because of its
own merits.

Women should clothe their limbs with
regard to health and comfort. They need
to have their limbs and feet clad as
warmly as do men. The length of the
fashionable dress is objectionable for sev-
eral reasons:

1. It is extravagant and unnecessary to
have the dress of such a length that it will
sweep the sidewalks and streets.

2. A dress thus long gathers dew from
the grass, and mud from the streets, which
makes it uncleanly.

3. In its bedrabbled condition it comes
in contact with the sensitive ankles, which
are not sufficiently protected, quickly
chilling them, and is one of the greatest
causes of catarrh and of scrofulous swell-
ings, and endangers health and life.

4. The unnecessary length is an addi-
tional weight upon the hips and bowels.
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5. It hinders the walking, and is also
often in other people’s way.

There is still another style of dress
that will be adopted by a class of so-
called dress reformers. They will imitate
the opposite sex as nearly as possible.
They will wear the cap, pants, vest, coat,
and boots, the last of which is the most
sensible part of the costume. Those who
adopt and advocate this style of dress, are
carrying the so-called dress reform to
very objectionable lengths. Confusion will
be the result. Some who adopt this cos-
tume may be correct in their views in
general upon the health question, but they
could be instrumental in accomplishing
vastly more good if they did not carry the
matter of dress to such extremes.

In this style of dress God’s order has
been reversed, and His special direction
disregarded. “The woman shall not wear
that which pertaineth unto a man, neither
shall a man put on a woman’s garment;
for all that do so are abomination unto the
Lorp thy God.” Deuteronomy 22:5. This
style of dress God would not have His
people adopt. It is not modest apparel,
and is not at all fitting for modest, humble
females who profess to be Christ’s fol-
lowers. God’s prohibitions are lightly re-
garded by all who would advocate the
doing away of the distinction of dress
between males and females. The extreme
positions taken by some dress reformers
upon this subject cripple their influence.

God designed there should be a plain
distinction between male and female dress,
and has considered the matter of suffi-
cient importance to give explicit direc-
tions in regard to it; for the same dress
worn by both sexes would cause confu-
sion, and great increase of crime. The
apostle Paul would utter a rebuke, were
he alive, should he behold females pro-
fessing godliness with this style of dress.
“In like manner also, that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with shame-
facedness and sobriety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;
but (which becometh women professing
godliness) with good works.” 1 Timothy
2:9-10. The mass of professed Christians
utterly disregard the teachings of the apos-
tles, and wear gold, pearls, and costly
array.

God’s loyal people are the light of the
world and the salt of the earth; and they
should ever remember that their influence
is of value. Were they to exchange the
extreme long, for the extreme short dress,
they would, to a great extent, destroy
their influence. Unbelievers, whom it is
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their duty to benefit, and seek to bring to
the Lamb of God, would be disgusted.
Many improvements can be made in the
dress of women in reference to health,
without making so great a change as to
disgust the beholder.

The female form should not be com-
pressed in the least with corsets and
whalebones. The dress should be perfect-
ly easy, that the lungs and heart may have
healthy action. The dress should reach
somewhat below the top of the boot, but
should be short enough to clear the filth
of the sidewalk and street, without being
raised by the hand. A still shorter dress
than this would be proper, convenient,
and healthful for women when doing their
housework, and especially for those wom-
en who are obliged to perform more or
less outdoor labor. With this style of
dress, one light skirt, or at most two, is all
that is necessary, and that should be
buttoned to a waist, or suspended with
straps. The hips were not formed to bear
heavy weights. The heavy skirts worn by
females, their weight dragging down upon
the hips, have been the cause of various
diseases, which are not easily cured, be-
cause the sufferers seem to be ignorant of

the cause that produced them, and contin-
ue to violate the laws of their being by
girding the waist and wearing heavy skirts,
until they are made lifelong invalids.
Many will immediately exclaim,
“Why, such a style of dress will be old-
fashioned!” What if it is? I wish we could
be old-fashioned in many respects. If we
could have the old-fashioned strength
that characterized the old-fashioned wom-
en of past generations, it would be very
desirable. 1 do not speak unadvisedly
when I say that the way in which women
clothe themselves, together with their in-
dulgence of appetite, is the greatest cause
of their present feeble, diseased condi-
tion. There is but one woman in a thou-
sand who clothes her limbs as she should.
Whatever may be the length of the dress,
women should clothe their limbs as thor-
oughly as do men. If the limbs and feet
are kept comfortable with warm clothing,
the circulation will be equalized, and the
blood will remain healthy and pure, be-
cause it is not chilled nor hindered in its
natural passage through the system.

Review and Herald, January 30, February
6, 1900. O

faith—or the power of his God.

The Man Who Couldn’t Be Killed

by Stanley Maxwell

Accused of being a counterrevolutionary, Mr. Wong was [
struck by the unexpected heavy sentence—twenty years in a g
hard-labor camp. His persecutors thought they had taken away [
Mr. Wong'’s religious freedom, and they even tried to take his
life. However, they didn’t know the intensity of their prisoner’s

This book is an unforgettable story of faith and miraculous deliverance
in Communist China at the height of the Cultural Revolution! Mr. Wong’s
unflinching courage for the Saviour, and the miracles that saved his life,
will inspire you to believe in a God who is greater than any problem or
circumstance. 123 pages. #£EB20801, $10.95!

The Man Who Lived Twice

by Stanley Maxwell

From a “re-education” camp in Communist Vietnam, where

torture often challenged faith, comes a compelling

story of one man’s conviction and miraculous deliverance!
Stanley Maxwell brings us another story of witnessing through
trials that will inspire you to treasure your freedoms and to
stand up for your faith. 191 pages. #EB20802, $10.95!

Please see page 3 for shipping and handling information.




Dear Sir,

I would like to thank you for the
material which you sent to me. I am really
enjoying the material on 1888 message. I
hope through this, God is going to bless
me and to enable me to spread the mes-
sage.

[ have a prison ministry and many pris-
oners are coming to the Gospel of Christ.
Every Saturday we have church services
there and every Sunday afternoon we have
a Bible study.

May the God of Heaven bless you abun-
dantly for what you did for me, and may
your loving kindness and sacrifices be rich-
ly blessed to keep on the good work.

Yours faithfully, RM, Botswana

To whom it may concern:

It’s such a blessing to know you all care
and see to us getting the SDA message in
the books you carry! I am very thankful for
the Lord’s love in each of your hearts.

You're in my prayers! RN, Tennessee

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for the Literature
that you sent to me. It was unbelievable that
you reached here through the books that
you sent me! Your Gospel has reached my
place. The books I was longing to read are
now in my hands to prepare for Christ
coming.

Don’t get tired. We need all reading
materials that can save the whole of Zimbab-
we through Adventists. Please keep on send-
ing me more material.

God bless you all. RN, Zimbabwe
Dear Brethren,

It was a wonderful day when I re-
ceived the parcel which traveled hundreds
of miles under the Lords care before
reaching me here in Sudan! It was as if |
received manna from Heaven, but indeed
it is manna to us here in this country! We
are hungering for this food. These books
will save a lot of souls here, through
circulating among those we are giving
Bible studies, and also those members
within our church who are weakened by
new theology.

We don’t have anything to contribute to
you for the running of that task you are
carrying, but through faith in prayer you
will finish the work. Let the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit continue to help you in
running that work for the soon coming of
our Lord Jesus.

Yours in Christ, ES, Sudan
Dear staff and supporters,

Last month ago, I was special called by the
Chinese people. They all invited me to stay at
their village for one or two months because
they all are interested to hear about the love of
Jesus Christ. And also, they would like to know
more about the words of God.

At present time I am very busy in my
ministry. I reached here just a few days ago.
On day time I teach the Chinese young
people about the creation work of God,
Gospel songs, and English speaking. They
all accept me very warmly and are hospita-
ble. They offer me food and lodging. They
all are very happy and glad for my arrival
here. So now I am trying my best to win the
lost souls. I do believe that God's Holy
Spirit is pouring upon the Chinese people
here.

During the time I am efforting here, I
have gladly received a big box parcel
from you. I cannot express to you how I
am glad to receive these valuable books. I
thank you so much for your kind sending
and generous supports for our new vast
mission field.

May the Lord bless you all and your good
ministries around the world abundantly.

Very faithfully yours, LB, China

To whom it may concern:

I believe you are still striving to reach
the unreached in all corners of the earth. |
wish to express my sincere gratitude for
the wonderful job that you are doing,
though some may not appreciate it. Do
not be discouraged because Christ rejoic-
es to see souls whom He died for coming
to Him. I really enjoy your magazines
very much! I've read several of them
which 1 got from my friends and I find
them very enlightening.

Yours in Christ. AC, Zimbabwe

Dear ones in Christ,

I am a boy, seventeen years of age,
attending a Roman Catholic Junior Second-
ary School.

At first I was a sinner and did not know
that there was a Saviour some where. I want
to say that with the great help from Jesus
Christ, I have been able to repent from my
sins.

My aim for writing this letter is that I
want you to help me become a perfect
Christian, so that when Christ comes I can
also give Him a good account. So I am
appealing to you to give me a Bible that
contains preachings that will help me to
become a perfect Christian.

May God bless you and make your
ministry great as you are helping others
with the propagation of the gospel.

NM, Ghana

Dear Sirs,

Thank you very much for the wonderful
messages | have received from your maga-
zine Our Firm Foundation.

Thanks to God for He has used Hope
International to spread the end time mes-
sage, especially through the gifts you sent
me. It has made me to know the true Sab-
bath of God, being vegetarian, and the 1888
messages.

May God bless you. DA, Kenya
Dear in Christ,

Thank you for the parcel of Bibles you
posted me last year. It was good to hear of
the way that the Lord is blessing your work!

It is my hope we shall study the gospel
and spread the last message, so we still
need your help because of the many souls
who still haven’t heard the last message. So
I still appeal to your ministry for more Holy
Bibles and any other help. OA, Ghana

To the Editor:

Thank you for the Our Firm Founda-
tion. 1 have not been able to subscribe but
you have been faithful in sending it to me
and it is such a blessing to me!

I am 91 so probably won't be needing it
very much longer, but want you to know that I
read and appreciate them.  EP, California.
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Spirit of Prophecy
Spring Special Offers

Ends June 30, 1998

There is no better time to make sure that you and

your family have the Spirit of Prophecy at your fingertips!

© English Spirit of Prophecy Library $139.95

3 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 52 of the “little red books.”

Regular price: $169.95 (Save $30). Shipping: $12 per set.

® Spanish Spirit of Prophecy Library $99.95

2 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 33 books. Regular price:

$129.95 (Save $30). Shipping: S9 per set.

© Signs Of The Times $119.95
All of the Ellen White articles found in the Signs Of The Times
magazine. 4 hardback volumes, extra large 10” x 14". Regular
price: $129.95 (Save $10). Shipping: S12 per set.

® Review and Herald Articles $99.95

All of the Ellen White articles found in the six hardback
volumes are now in three convenient volumes. Flexible, plastic
laminated paperback binding. Original price: $120

(Save $20.05). Shipping: S12 per set.

@ The Spalding-Magan Collection $12.95

Private collections of five Adventist leaders. Stirring messages
from Mrs. White on education, finance, church government,

independent ministries, and much more. Hardback. Original price:

$15 (Save $2.05). Shipping: $1.50*

@ The Illustrated Great Controversy $10.50

This Great Controversy contains 190 beautiful photographs
taken by James Arrabito. Standard page numbers. Hardback.
Original price: $14.95 (Save $4.45) Shipping: $1.50*

Order these books today from Hope International

(800) 468-7884 | P.O. Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328.

*Please add another $2 for shipping if your total purchase is under $60.
Washington residents please add 7.7% sales tax to your total, including

shipping.
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